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ADVERTISEMEN'i, 


For theDescrijUion of MLi\'nN(rDONSIIIi5I>, itniepcndriit of 
my own rescarclics, 1 liave heen principally indebted to the Colton 
Maimscript, (of which some arcoiinl will he found in the Lint 
of iJoo/cs,) and to the Latin Histories of Harrisey and Ely, pnl»- 
lished by (rale; these, with the general a<counts "iven in (Cam¬ 
den and Gough, and the scattered notices in Noble's Cromwell, 
constitute nearly the whole of iiiv authorities. Many of the 
Parishes described, I have invself visited in tliiee dift'erent exeur- 
sions; and. I should again have traversed the Comity, Imt from 
the miscarriage of some materials, which lost me niiich time; 
from the necessity of completing the Volume during the present 
month ; and from a eontiimed iiidisposiliou of several weeks. This 
explanation will, 1 hope, be suflieientlx satisfactory to those Gen¬ 
tlemen whom I hail engaged to call on in Iliinlingdonshire, as 
well as to some others who have favoured me with lulrodiielory 
Letters, whicli I have not heeii euahlcd io use; and parfieiilariv 
J.— Enij. the liir. F. iFriinFuan, ami tiie b’/g///. 

Hrm. Lord Can/sf/vt. I stand einrallv iiidclited to tlieir triendly 
iiilcntions, lliongli thus iireveiited liom deriving that advantage 
from their favours vvhicli I hail tomllv promised to myselt. Tor 
manypersoii.il civiliiic-, and v.nloiis mtorinalioii in resprel to tliw 
County, I have to retiiiii my ackiiovvlcdgmenls to lilt I'lKV. Mu 

Baylf.Y, the Ri-.v. Mu. Panchkn, and-DHsisoUtu (. 1 ., 

Esq. of Huntingdon; tlic liisv. Mu. Sukuahh. Godmaueiu s- 
tcr; the Eiiv. E. G. Pan riNc, St. Hcs; Cxui \in Wili.iams, 
Norman (iross liarracKs; Olimhl s (iui.t.dUY, E.so. Wool- 
wicli; the K I'.v. J. Al.ii wsov, i.'p;aiiji'i.oii; liic l!i;v. 1!. Tii- 
LARU, Illimlishani; Wit ,m axi Overs, ITo. Co.'.onli, Wiin 1 . 
J. A. TuomUsd.n, I'-., 1 . and Mu, Vv ai.msi.k’, The Engr.iviug', 
of ColiT.y Htiitu’, Hi-l'ls. .i;id till' /i;';'r,'f)r of /I’.-i;/i, .-/ci tut'irdrul, 
are contrihutcd to till.'\\oik ; the tornur hy Gemge .■Viider.soii, 
Es<), the latter liv .Mr. ’I'iiomas i-i.dier. 

As 1 pur, -e imuiediaiely 10 pnu ecd with tlie desci iplioii 0 !' 
MIHDLESK.x for die I'eulii Volume, 1 shall lie iiuu li oidiged hy 
the Coninumicatiou ol .ms maseu.tls.t illu r m coirectioo or aildilion, 
to what has heeu puhhshed H latiug to that Coimiv. The pnnii.-- 
sion to look over any l:lun!rul'v Copies of I’eimant, Ly-mis, or 
Wulcolm, will be considered as a tiivor. 

Au-uHt 20, CiUS. K. W. Ili’.AVLEV, 

Stni.1, Otford S'.iirl. 
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HEETFORDSHIRE. 

Hertfordshire, with the adjoining counties of BeOford 
and BuckikghAM, was, i>re\ious to the Roman Invasion, chief* 
ly possessed by the Cassh, or CatieuchlaNI: both these 
apjiellations are nearly of the same iniiwrt, and signify men in 
hostility, or, of battle; but the latter has anaddiibn, deuotmg, 
that they Ijved in coverts, or woods. In the Biitisli language, the 
term Cassii would be written Casi, Caiiaid, Casion, &c. Tlie 
Ollier would be Cati-y-Gwyllon, Catau-y-Gxi^Uon, Catxvylloni 
Cadwylloniaid, Catviylloni, and Catu'yllorvwys; implying the Bat¬ 
tlers, or Warriors of the Coverts.* 

Cassivelaunus, the Sovereign of the Cassii, who was chosen to 
lead the associated Britons against the Romans under Csesar, is 
tilhuglit to have had a principal residence, or cits’, at Verulabi; 
at that period a stiong situation, contiguous to the modem St. 
Albans, and afterwards advanced to the rank of a Munidpium. 
On his defeat, and the consequent fail of liis capital,j||||||bnutted 
to the Roman arms; though Caesar, even according f^^^^ence 
of his own Commentaries, was obliged to depart ft^^HRsiand 
without securing the fiifl advantages of liis recent After 

Nov. 1805. A 3 the 

^ Owen's Cambrian Bif^ter. It diould be observed, that Mr. 
Whitaker give* a dilfereat eiqilanatioii of the terra CatieucMani, which, 
according to him, it, “ only Catieu-cfilm-ii rite Clan of the Catti, or 
CaMii/* Hitt, ijf /. p. €0, 
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tlic Complete subjugation of the southern parts of Britain, by the 
more decisive victories of succeeding Eniiiemrs, Hertfordshire was 
iicluded in the district named Ft avia Cjesabieksis ; but on 
the conquest and division of the island by the Saxons, subsequent 
to the Roman departure, it became divided between tlie East 
Saxon and Mercian kingdoms; though by tiir Uk greatest part was 
included in the latter,* 

The principal Homan Stations cither in or connected with this 
comity, were Durocobrivis; Verl-lamium, or Veruhtm; and 
SuLLONiCA!, or Brockley Hills;-\ but that the Romans had 
other, though probably less important stations witliiu its limits, is 
evinced by remains that are yet discoverable, or by antiquities that 
have formerly been found. The principal ancient roads, whkh 
intersected Hertfordshire, wore the Wall hi" Stmt, the Icknicid 
Way, and the Irraing or Ermin Street. The Walling Street en¬ 
ters the county from Midillescx at Elstree, or Idelstrcc, near the 
Station Sullonirse, and proceeding by Colncy Stmt, and Park 
Street, skirts the western side of \’erulamiuin; thence continuing 
in a north north-westerly direction, ami passing through Redhnru, 
and Market Street, it runs into Bedi'orrlshirc, near Ma^im inii/m, 
or Dunslaliie. The leknield Wtij/ enters the county on the west 
side from Buckinghamshire, and crossing about one mile northward 

from' 

Salmon imagines, that the East Saxon and Mercian kingdoms were, 
in the upper part of ihis county, separated from each other by llie Ennin 
Street; (History of Hertfordshire, p. 4.) and in the lower part, in llie- 
parish of Clwsbunt, by a bank, “ wliich anciently reached from Mid-. 
diesex thwargh llRcbald’s Park, across Goffe's Lane, to'I'hunderfield 
Grove.^^^apeaumont Green, to Nine Acres Wood,” &c. 'Jhere is 
a custcJH|Hp manor, (Cheshunt,) he roiilinues, “ by w hicli tlic cider 
brother»|B(is above the bank, and the youngest below it, in the same 
:heJd8; wdneh could not have been introduced, but ffom the ditfereut 
Jaws of a diflerent government.” Hist, of Hertfordshire, p. t*. 

'• + Brockley Hills ^bddlesex; though 

part of the high grQuhil|H|Kb compose them, are in the parish of Eis- 
tree, in this county., flotation itself is in Middlesex; hut the build-, 
ings connected, yvit' j Ke thought to have ejitcndcd a considerable way 
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from Tring, again intersects a portirai of Berks; but afterwards' 
re-enters Herts between the parishes of Hexton and Lilley, and 
onty a short di^ance to the south of the ancient eainp called !{«• 
xeitibury, or Ravenaborough. Thence conrinuing in a north-easter¬ 
ly direction, it passes through Ickleford, and runs along the high 
ground towards Baldock, which it passes ou the north side; and 
procee<iing to tlie coniines of the county, near Odsey Grange, be¬ 
comes the boundary line between Herts and Cambridgeshire for 
several miles; and going through Royston, itnally quits the county 
on the downs about one mile beyond. The Eimin Street etiters 
Hertitndsbire at biorthall Conuuou from Enfield Chace, in Mid¬ 
dlesex ; llieiite proceeding hv Newgate Street and Little Berkliam))- 
steiid, it runs through lierttbrd; aitri crossing the ihcr Lea to 
Rurt-liill, coufinucs by Wades-Mill, I’uckerklge, Braugliing, Hare 
Stint, or Jf(i< Stmt, Rark--u«f/, and Barky, into Cantbiidgeshire.* 

'J'he limits c)l’ iJiis county ate priucipally artificial, excepting on 
the south-east, wlieie it is separated from Essex by tlie riveis laM 
and Stort. Ou the south it is by Middlesex; on the 

west, and part of the north, by B^KglianuJiirc, with which it 
is intermixed in a singular muiiuer; as it is also witli Bedfoidshirc: 
the latter county bounds the reinaiudei of the west and north sides, 
excepting for u few miles towards the north-east, where it unites 
with Canibridgesliiie; on the east, along its whole line, it is 
bounded by Essex. The medium extent of Hertfordsliire, in its 
longest general direction, or to the soutii-east, is thirty-six miles; 
its general brcadtii is about twenty-six miles; and its circumfereuce 
lietween 130 and 140 miles. .4ccOTding to Halley, its superficies 

A 4 includes 

• Tills course of the Ermin Street is inserted on the aoriiority of Dr. 
Salmon; and is, indeed, strongly corroborated by the names of places 
on its line; though some other antiquaries, with. Stufceley sflthcir 
head, have assigned it the same direction as the present high ro^ inio 
Huntingdonsiiire; namely, through Buntingfoid, Royston, and Caxton. 
The hundred of Edwin-stree (a corrnption from lErntn ilrcdf) includes 
the three latter places named by ^Imon, viz. Hare Street, Barkway, 
and Barley; while on the other plati, Bunfihgfdrd only is found within 
Sts limits.} Royston being in the hundred of bdiey. 
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Includes 451,000 ams; wt tills appeara to be an exaggerated 
measurement, and if the statement ii'as liiniled to 385,000, it 
would jirobably be more accurate. It is divided into eight Ituih 
tlreds, coiitaiuiu" scventecBi market towns, andaliotit 134 jrarisbcsi 
the number of houses, according to the Population Act of ISOI, 
amounted to 18,172; that of inhahitaiits lop7,577s of whom 
48,0()J were nniics, and 4<),.'>14 teinales. The IKirliainentary re¬ 
presentatives for Hertfbrdsliire are si.\; of wlwch naniher two are 
returned for the shire, two for St. Albans, and (wo for Herttbrtl. 

The general asfiect i)f this county is extremely {Peasant; and 
though its emiiu'nces are not sufficientiy elevated, iror its vales giit- 
ticiently depressed and broken, to nfibrd a decisive cliaractcr of 
picturesque or romantic beauty, yet its surface is enough dhersi- 
fied to couslifnte a very considerable disjilay of tine scenery. The 
iiortliern pait is the most billy; and a range of bigli ground 
stretches out from the neighbouihood of King’s Langley to\^iiu!s 
lleikhanipslead and Tih’g, v.bicli in many parts conunaiKlsa go at 
extent of country. Ano^r elevated ridge cominenceo at St Al¬ 
bans, and proceeds in a n^lpierly direction towanls Market Street, 
at a little distance to the cast of tlu' high road; while several other 
ranges of ekvalcd ground run nearly parallel vrith the former 
from the vicinity of Sandrio’ge, \Vlietliani))Mead, Wliitwcll, &f. 
The soutliern line is also sufficiently high to include some extensive 
prospects. Most of the country is inclosed; ami tin.'intiosures, 
being }>iiuci|)t',l!y live hedges, intennixed with flourishing limber, 
have a verdant and p!c.asing effect. IndefKnident of the w oorl thus 
distributed in hedge-row?, large quantities of very fine limircr are 
grown in the parks and grounds belonging to the numerous seats 
of the nobility ami gentry, that are spieml over aiiiiosl every part 
of Ilertrordsbire, and grve animation to almost every view, .‘'gvcial 
fine woods also enter into the composition of llie uifierent laml- 
scapes, and, in conjnndion with the fertilizing streau^s which nm- 
ander through flic vales, give an interesting variety to the general 
features of the country. 

The lauded property in Ifertfordshire is greatly divided: “ the 
yicinity of tire Capital, the gooditess of the air arid roads, and the 

beauty 
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bcnwty of tUc cotmtry, have inuch contributed to this circumstance, 
by making this county a favorite residence, and by attracting great 
numbers of wealthy persons to purchase lands for building villas: 
this has .multiplied estates in a manner unknown in the di.stunl 
counties”* Freehold estates have of late sold at twenty-five and 
twenty-eight years purchase; and, uiicler particular circuinstances, 
sonte very large tracks have obtained from thirty (o lliirh-tao 
years purchase, I’he largest estate iu the county is al)out the an¬ 
nual value of 70OOI. i^cvend others are averaged at fiom 3000I. 
to lOOOl. annually; more at 20001. and below that sum, tliey may 
be met with of almost every amount. A large portion of the 
touiify is held by copyhold tenure, with a fine certain, or at the 
will of the lord; but whk'h fine seldom exceeds two years rent. 
Land thus held, sells at about six years purchase under the price 
of frechold.f 

By far the greatest proportion of Hertfordshire is under tillage: 
as a corn country, it is emisidered as one of the first iu England; 
and was so rejmted, indeed, even in the l»eginning of the last cen¬ 
tury. Its jirogress in improved modes of husbandry, has not, how¬ 
ever, kept pace with that of other counties during the same period; 
though the utteiitiou given to agriculture is very general, and of 
late years, it has become still more a favorite pursui<. The t oninion 
extent of farms ikfrom 150 to 400 acres; Uiough there are many 
much smaller; several contain from 400 to 700 acres; and a tew 
from 800 to 1000 acres; the latter being considered as the largest 
sixe of any in the county. The largest farms are, in general, (be 
best ijianaged, and most productive; the opinion is common, that 
the land cannot be kept in that degree of tcrlility, requisite to sup¬ 
port the rental, and other expenses, without bringit g large (juimtiiies 
of manure from the Cajiital; a business but iusulficietrtiv executed 
on small farnts. The average of rent per acre is about J 5s, sub- 
jed to titlie, which is compomided lor tlnough the whole comiivj 

xvilit 

* Youag’* General View of the Agriculture of Hcrtf, p. 13, 

Ibid, p. 19,. 
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•wilh few, if anv. a« a« about M. t„f. 

or four shillhig'i, The mou' (>ro<lufln<- of the ar.(l>lf Uotf',, f, i 
fivm i*. to /«’!■ itcrv; llu> ojmlamhmmul JJiirA».n .i„>l 
Royitoo, at about 10’!. on tlit> atfrapf; tboff in tlw vicuiih of 
Suutmeford, which are cxtninely produciire, at laenty nr twenty, 
one .••hmiiigx. The nufuilotr laiuts on the }*onier» ot flw livpfS Lftt 
ami Start, obfaiii from 40s. to f/irw pounds })er acre; ami those 
in other parts, h-t at propottiouabk suuis. Seterai of the larger 
&nus are under the iiniiietlidtc dirertion of the twidenieu lH'lon;riiig 
to Uic estates; and, greatly to the honor of the aeeoiufdisiied Mar- 
cbttKiess of Salisbury, a |>ieee of ground, sctentcen acres in extent, 
was inclosed at Ilatiicld, about ten years ago, for the puqtusc of 
making agricultural ex})cruneut.s.* 

The prevailing soitt in this county are loam and clax; the for- 
myr is met with in almost all its gradations, and is more ot less 
intermingled with flints or sand. The vales, through whkh the 
rivers and brooks take their course, are composed of a riiii saiidy 
ioani, with the exception of a small (luantity of peat and marshy 
moor; the slopes of the hills descending to these vales, exhibit in¬ 
ferior sorts of the same loams; but tl*e flatter surface of tlie bigluT 
grounds,-are composed of a xvet and strong loam, of u reddish 
hue, and tending in a greater or less degree to clay, by which 
term it is frequently, though very improperly, denominated. The 
loam district extends westward from the river Beane, over the 
greatest part of the county; amt is almost eseiy wlicre noderu 
turnip .course, and the crops are generally fed on the Idiiil. Ciomi 
loam, or gravel and chalk, also prevails in the division of the i oiin- 
ty formed by Ware, Ilockciill, and Buntin»fur<r, and sery fine 
crojB of wheat are grown in the vicinity of the hitler jilace, and 
of Puckeridge. From Westmill to Walkeni, the loam is very 
strong and adhesive, hut still fertile; and in the uiglilKiurhood of 
Hertford, the loams are of gooil quality. In the vicinity uf Cole 
Green and Hatfield, aye less productive; hut improve about 
Astwick and Saudrklal^ii round which iilaces swuic verv sooil sandy 

loams 

• Additional pti^icUlar! concerning this Fjtperimcnt ground will be 
inserted under liatfleid. 
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loams arc found; in some parts intermixed with gravel. Round' 
St. Albans, and extending to Watford and Rickinanswortjii, the 
soil is prii.cipally composed of deep flinty loam, witli a chalk ba¬ 
sis: towards flcrkhampstcad, Hemel-Hempstcad, and Beachwood, 
Uie loam is of a reddish hue, and full of flints: in some'spots it 
merges into clay. The roost productive of the sandy loams are 
found on the west side <»f tlic river Lea, extending in a line of be¬ 
tween two and three miles in breadth, through the parishes of 
Clu'slitmt, Wonnley, Rroxbonm, and Hoddesdon, and on to the 
hills about Ainwell. This is of a very pale reddish hue; deep, 
moist, and friahle; yet so adhesive, as sometiines to bind; it lets 
at 40s. an acre; and in favorable seasons, fbat quantity of ground 
produces five quarters of wheat.* The principal clay district is oii 
the north-east, or Essex side; yet even here the iipirer surface is 
in general a strong wet loitm, improved by hollow drainings, and 
by ample tlrcssings -of niauure, from the Capital, Tiie pure clay 
of the still' liarsli and tenacious klmi, resembiing the i>ean-iand3 
of .Middlesex and Bcikshire, forms but a .small part of the soil of 
this county. It extends, on the ^utli .side, in a Ihie from one to 
three miles in breadtii, through the parishes of Bijmet, Tolteiidge, 
Elsircc, Aldenbam, and Bushey; and so on to the vicinity of 
Moor Park. In the parishes of Northall, and ^iorth-Minis, and 
lower part of that of Hatfield, the general description of soil is 
extremely sterile; Mr, Young siip{K>ses it tlie most unfertile in the 
south of Eiigland.t nm eiiaracteiistics of fliis soil, observes tliat 
gentleman, “ are wetness, or sjwwiuess, as the fanners teriu it, 
from many .springs; most of which are sulphury, and extremely 
unfavorable to vegetation, abounding more or less with smootli 
pebbles; which, at various depths, are conglomerated into phuuh- 
pudding 8tones4 m some places sd near the surface 'as to impede 
the plough, if ^t an inch or two at a greater dejith than the old 

scralchings- 

Y'oung's General View, p. 6. f Ibid. 

J Some of these lumps of Breccia, that are occasionally.dug up, are 
of considerahic size, and when cut and polished, present a very curiuus 
variegated surface. 
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scratchinns of bad ploiigiimen. It is stiff, without a matrix for 
flit; roots of jihmts; and sliaip and buruiiig even in liic immediate 
vicinity of springs; it has much sticky clay iu the composition, but 
of a most sterile nature.” The most judicious inctliud of prepar¬ 
ing tins kind of .soil for cultivation, is by ploughing it into higli 
ridges; and wiicu it is sufficiently drained by that means, to ma¬ 
nure it properly. The bcnelil of manuring is, however, soon lost; 
and the In'st appropriation, perhaps, that can be made of this 
kind of land, is to apply it to the growth of wood. The tract in¬ 
cluded iu this general description, is interspersed with many ficld.s 
of belter quality, particularly when surrounded by any little stream. 

The only soil that now remains to be noticed, is that of chalk, 
which prevails generally on the northem side of the county; and 
^•xtends from the neighbourhood of Barkway and Uoyston, through 
all the contiguous parishes to Baldock, Ilitchin, Krug’s Walden, 
&c. Tire basis, indeed, of the whole county is chalk, either more or 
less pure; though the depths at which it is found are very dif¬ 
ferent. “ The surface chalk consists of two varieties: chalk with 
no other mixture than w hat ages of cultivation and manuring have, 
added; and what is called marme, which is a white marie, from 
the mixture of a portion of clay; of these soils the latter is the 
best, thougli both are good."* 

As the prmdpal part of the land in Hertfordshire is under til¬ 
lage, the produce in wheat, barley, and oats, is very considerable: 
large quantities of turnips are also grown; and artificial grasses are 
cultivated to a very great extent. Tlie rotation of crops is varied 
according to the nature of the soil: but the most general course 
appears to be turnips, barley, clover, wheat, and oats: in the 
clays and strong loams, fallows are introduced in succession with 
barley, clover, and wheat, and occasionally varied 1iy peas, beans, 
&e. The average quantity of seed-wheat sown jrer acre, is two. 
biisbch and a half*; the average produce from the same extent of 
land, may l>c esIhifaM at fiom twenty-three to twciity-five bushels; 
on % the vicinity of Buntingford, forty bushels arc 

frequenUy 


Young’s General View', p, ll. 
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frequently produced. The quantity of seed-barley sown per acre^ 
is from three bushels and a half to four bushels; the average pro¬ 
duce is thirty-two biisheLs: the produce of oats is nearly siiuilar; 
the quantity sown vaiies from four to five bushels. 

Turnips and clover are supposed to have been introilucerl into 
fids county in the time of Oliver Cromwell, who is said to have 
allowed tool, yearly to the farmer who first altcnded to their cul¬ 
ture. The most experienced husbandmen plough in the seed, b 
preference to harrowing it b, by which method it is less liable to 
be. destroyed by the fly, and the produre b dry seasons is much 
grater. The entire management, however, is not proportionuhly 
Judicious; for the turnips arc, in general, lioed but once, instead 
of twice or tlirke, as in the Norfolk mode, Swedish turnips, 
though but of late introduction, have obtained a very general at¬ 
tention, and arc deservedly held b great estimation, for their va¬ 
luable properties in latteniug sheep, oxen, hogs, &cr. for these, 
as well as for other qualities, they arc very much superior to 
the common turnip; and sheep aiul cattle are particularly fojul of 
them. Clover is generally mowed twice; but in some jdaccs the 
second crop is fed on the laud; though the former mode is con¬ 
sidered as the best; tlje clover grounds, under Judicious uumage- 
Bient, are sometimes aitpropriated to lucerne and trefoil. Saint- 
foin, rye-grass, and tares, are also grown in this county; and the 
culliirc of cabbages and potatoes is much attended to. 

The system of drill-husbandry has not maiie any considerable 
progress in Hertfordshire: the success accompanying its introduc¬ 
tion has been various; and in some parts it has been again laid 
aside; nor docs the opinion in favor of its preference to the broad¬ 
cast mode, ap])ear to be very general. The spirited manner iii 
which manures arc eOiployed in this county, tend greatly to in¬ 
crease the products of the soil. Chalk, obtairxd from pits sunk 
for the pur]K>se witliin the district, is very generally in use; aiyi 
night-soil, and stablc-duug, brought from the Capital at couside;a- 
ble expens<*, has also a fety exteusive apiwopriation. In .some few 
t places the chalk is burnt into lime; but in all others it is strewed 
upon the land hniucdiately from tlie pits. From sixty to one huu- 

dreU 
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■dred lomb are commonly spresid over ereij acre, 3l eiphtten bar* 
rows-fuil to the load. Soot, ashes, and bones, arc also used ia 
coBsiclemble quiwtitics; of tite former, from twenty to fort}' hasheh 
are used per acre; of the ashes, from fifty to one hundred buslielsj 
and of the bones, from three to five chaldrons on the same extent 
of ground. Btinit bones are regardetl -.is the most ptojw for pas¬ 
ture laiHl; but for arable land, they arc thought best.when i)oiled 
only. Oil-cake, peat-ashes, woollen rags, hair, and \arioos other 
substances, are also employerl tor nuunue in difl'ereiit parts of the 
county; the use of the shee[>-fold is very general. 

The grass lands of Hertfordshiri', compared wifli tiiose under 
tillage, arc extremely snurll; though a tract of grass, rendered 
artificially productive, at a great expense, may be found cminecied 
with almost every seat in tlie county'. The mea<lows on the river 
Stort, which extend from liockerili to Hertfortl, arc very produc¬ 
tive, as are those in the vicinity of the Lea, and in the neighbour- 
liooii of Kickmanswortli, &e. The many streams winch intersrot 
the land, are extremely tavorable to irrigation; though that system 
is not carried on to any groat extrot, on account of the dainis of 
the mill-owners, and which claims have, in several iiislances, oc¬ 
casioned much contention and expense. Wherever the, practice of 
watering or flooding the land, has been pursued with judgment, 
the coiisetjticnt advantages have been very coiisulerable. 

The principal agricultural iinjdemeuLs employed are llie great 
Hertfordshire wheel-plough, worked by three aiul fotir horses; 
the swii!g-|iloug!i, the Hereford plough, tile skim-eoulter, and 
the tlircshing-mill; but the latter k by no means in geneial use. 

In some parls, but cliiefly on the estates of gentlemen fanners, the 
plough k limwn by oxen; and these axe always worked in harness: 
they are ako occasionaJly a^oyed intfieteam. Dili'ercut opinions 
are entcrtaiiiwl of thej^gl^ hi comparison whh horses; but the 
liesl iufbrmed agrioj^^pk ^ear to consider the use of both as 
essential to the iii^HHw a farm. The ocxou are sometimes shod, 
but the generalcoutmry. 

In tlie soij^^^^mer of the county, and particularly in the 
narishesof I Mfeaisvorth, Sarxet, King’s Langley, Abbot’s Lang- 
1 ley, 
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k>v, Flauadcn, Bovington, and partly in Watford and AMenhani, 
are many Orchards: a}>pi£s ami cherries are their priiid|ral produce. 
The aftjtlcs are luostproStabk; but the cherries arc very beiie^cial 
to the poor, hi the quantify of employment which they afford in ga¬ 
thering the crop. “ In ten years after planting, cherry-trees begin 
to lH>ar: each tree .should have nine square perches of land. A 
full-grown tree will jwoducc fifty dozen pounds in a favorable year; 
ami from fen to twenty years, six tlozen: prices vary from tenpence 
to three shillings per dozen. The Caroon, and small black, are 
the favorite swts; the Kentish will not thrive here. The apples 
Mrll at from one shilling and sixpence to eight sltillings the basket 
or bushel; earli tree produces from two to twenty-five bushels. 
'I'lie. orchards, whether of cherries or apples, siiotild be under 
grass, and fed w ith sluHjp: and for ten years after planting, great 
care should lie taken to keep tlie trees from the sheep, as their 
ruhliiiig injures them. The .size of the orchards seldom exceeds 
four or five acres; and tlieir greatest value docs not exceed 4l. 
per acre.”’ 

'I'he woodlands of Hertfordshire are extensive; and, indepen¬ 
dent of tliose which lie contiguous to the seats of gentlemen, the 
whole cxMinty is inters|iersed with small woods and copses. The 
timber trees are chiefiy oak, beech, and elm; tlic oak and beech 
are particularly fiourishing at Ashridge, Beacli-wood, Hatfield, 
and Casiiiohury, i\c. The underwood is gcnerslly cut once in 
alxiut ten or twelve years, 'file copses adjoining Essex, abound 
in hazel and bombeam, which are also grown in various oUier 
parts, together vviftt ash, birch, poplar, fir, alders, &c. The lieecli 
is occasionally burnt into diarcoal. Where necessary, the woods 
have been holiow-draiaed, and with much success. The quantify 
of waste lands is iHit ineoiidderable, wdhou compared with that of 
other counties: the aggregate do® not appear to exceed 430Q 
acres; ami of this extent, many acres are appropriated as sheep, 
downs. The common and open fields in the noitiiem part of tho 
county, as well as in the western district, and in one or two other 

l>arts, 

• Young's General View, p. 144, 144. 



16 


jtmTFORnfwiBH. 


parJs, are pirtty nuitifrous; ihowsjU uww ?(>.Ofio jims iini* 
been inclosed nuder differeHl act*within the In'*! tea years, ih, 
fences arc *»eiicraUv eotwi ami atwier such ajadkions tniitw'ot 
inana-omeiil' ori the .-iVsit'Jk* that uloto.f m i.,m is 

supplktiimn its out! Ii..(l-e.s uill. suffh knf ikei Ur ihom-mipmu. 

As the Imnt m this county is cliidh arable, lire '•loA lies be 
coinc an oljjei't of very iiiihrior Tegtml. The sort.t oi ciill!<’ihut 
are kept on riirnis, are principally of the Welsh, Duron, Sutlblk, 
and llerct'ord breeds; tlio Sufl'olk breed is considintni as the br.st. 
The .sheep are ino.stly ewes, of the South Down atul Wiltsliire 
hinds; the former aree.sfeemed as the most iirotiie.ble in a "l uerai 
jwintofview; on sonie farin.s, a breed between (!•<■ (hit.^wold and 
Leicester has been iiitrodiiecd. In several pm is, the siieep are tf!d 
on <>i!-!-;dse, atul with great success, Uiongh ttof (o m> imi. Ii ad¬ 
vantage as I'ormerly, tlie price of fiie calve having be-cn considera¬ 
bly advanced of late years. The horses arc of various kinds; llie 
Sulfolk breed appears to have the prelcience : lares and (lover 
constifnle a jtrincipal part of the feed of these animals, and have 
so done for a long period. The buikUiigs and ofKccs <m tin- most 
considerable fariiis are well arranged, ant! convtaiient; but the <li- 
vcrsily of plaiis oti which they are built, is very great. The priee.5 
for liiltor have been greatly incnaiscd witbin the last thirty years, 
thotigh certainly not in proportion to the angniented expenses for 
living, kc. the average price for day-laboivrs varies trom nine 
shillings to twelve shillings per week. “ Flie vvagi’s ol’ annual 
(domestic; servants are nearly as lollow; of a carter or ploughman, 
from six guineas to nine guineas; of a thresher or titsker, frotii sis 
guineas to seven gui)iea.s; their task is live bushels per day, and 
tliey arc paid at the rate of one shilling for every five bn.sliels extra, 
and one sifiiling iier for bindijig wheat-straw for markets 
Boys receive from, to four guineas, ami maid servants about 
five guineas amiua%;^^ Th« 


artlpaiiht'or the management in Young’s General View, 
“'^1^ i where the description ia illustrated by seven plates, 

f Young's O'eueral View, p. 217. 
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The principal roads in Hertforddiire are very good; being 
chiefly turnpike, leading directly from the Metroj)olis: the cross 
roads partake of a similar character. The chief nianutactnres of 
this cottufy are those of cotton and silk: the former is principally 
carried on in the neiglibourhood of Sf. Alban’s and Eickraans- 
worlii; the latter, in tljc vidnity of St, Alban’s and Wat¬ 
ford. About Berkhampstead, black lace is made: but the princi- 
pal employment, of the Juboriag females, in most parts of the 
county, is plaiting of straw, for bonnets, &c. The wages obtain¬ 
ed by fiiL, employ, are very considerable; even young girls earn 
from six shillings to twelve ami fifteen weekly; and the more ex¬ 
pert womf.!i, from that sun’ to a guinea, and even twenty-five 
shillings, in tijc same time. 

The Gi iind Junction Ca/ud intersects the western side of this 
comity; it enters on the south from Middlesex, and following the 
course of the River Colne, passes Hickmans worth; then pursuing 
the line- ol'iheCiidc, it crosses Caslnohury, and the Grove, Parks, 
the noble juo-jirietors of those demesnes having very patriotically 
gir eti permission for that puqwse. Proceeding in a northerly di- 
lection to ’fwo-Waters, it there uiclines to the north-west, and 
pursuing the line of tlie Bulboume, it enters Buckinghamshire 
about two miles above Tring. Another Canal has been projected 
to extend from .St. Alban’s, and unite with the Grand Junction 
Canal below Cashiobnry Park; but the estimate of the expense 
having exceeded the sums subscribed, the design has been sus¬ 
pended, though au act of parliament was obtained for carrying it 
into execution. 

The principal Rivers in Hertfordshire, are the Lea, the Rib, 
the Quin, the Beane, the Gade, tire Cohse, the Ver, or Meuse, 
and the Mimcram, or Maran. The Lea rises near Luton in Bed¬ 
fordshire, and catering tlie county at Hide-Mill, proceeds in a 
soutir-east direction through Wlretliaropstead, EibdM R^tric, fuid * 
Hatfield Park 5 tbeuce inclining to the north-east, it #lo «3 past 
Hertford and Ware, in which ne^bbourhopd smme of its waters 
are diverted into the channel of tie New Rivers; which is continued 
for some miles, in nearly a parallel direcUoR^ Cbangittg its OJurse 
Vot, VII, Nov. 1805, ^ to 
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to the south, after its, coiiflus with llte Storf, about one mile mi' 
from Iloddcsdon, it flows through the pleasant meadows of Brox- 
bount, Wornilcy, mid Ciiesimat, and fgally quits the county near 
. W'dbham Abbey. This river is navigable to Ware and Hertford. 

The Rib has its rise Hear Coruybniy, above Buutingford, past 
whieh it flows, and, proceeding in a south-east direction, is joinetl 
below Braughing, by the isim'n, which rises near Biggin. Thence 
flowing to the soutli, it passes Standoii and Berwicks, near whicli, 
suddenly turning to the west, it runs [vast Wades Mill, anil once 
more inclining southward, falls into the Lea between Hertford and 
Ware. 

The Bt-aiie rises near Cromer, in the hundred of Od.sey, and 
taking a southerly course, flow's past Watlon, and through WihxI- 
Hall Park; thence continuing its direction, it meets with the Lea 
at Hertford : tliis river is sometimes called the Bintijirian. Tlie 
Ga(Jc has its origin on the borders of Buckiiigbainshio-, and flow- 
hig to the south, gives name to the villages of Little and t treat 
Gaddesden: thence proceeding by liemel-llenipstead, it Is joined 
near Two-Waters by the BtUbouriK, wbidi rises near Peniey Uall, 
to the cast ofTring, and flows [las'. licrklianqistead, in a soutii- 
casteriy direction. TJie Gade thus enlarged, runs to the east of 
King’s Langley, and flowing through the Grove and Casbiobury 
Parks, inclines to the south-east, and, near Hickmaiisworth, I’ails 
into the Colne, having previously received the waters of the 
Cheshara River from Buckinghamshire. 

The Colne is formed by the union of severai .small .streams, one 
of which rises at Kit’s End, in Middlesex: these unite in the vi¬ 
cinity of North Mims, and flowing across Colney Heath, assume a 
soutli-westerly course m Tittcnhangcr Park. Thence giving name 
to Lond<w Colney, Coincy Park, and Colney Street, it is increased 
near the latter by the Ver, or Meuse River, from St. Alban's, and 
flowing on to Wiittbrd, passes that town on the south-east; then 
assuming westerly course, runs by the south of Rickmijms- 

wortli, al^pBine mile and a half frotli which it leaves this county, 
eall^^iddlesex. The Fc/-, or JHcJw, rises nhar Market 
confines of Bedlort^ro, and floWiirg to the south- 
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fast, passes Redburn, and Redbura Barv: tbeiiec proceedin'^ to¬ 
wards St, Alban's, it crossEiS that town at St. Michael’s Bridire, and 
flows on towards the ruins of So]>weIl Nunnery, near wliicli it 
changes its course to the- south, and continues in tliat direction 
till it nnites witii the Colne, which is but a very inconsiderable 
stream, till thus enlarged hy the waters of the Meuse, ll should 
l>e remariked, that the Colne, in one part of its course, has a short 
under-ground passage, though not particularly ob-.ervable but iu 
<lry weather; this occurs near its eiitraiu c into Colncy Park, in 
which it also again emerges, though tlie precise spot caunot be as¬ 
certained. 

'fbe Mimcr.im, or Marnn, has its source iu the vicinity of King’s 
Walden, and flowing to the south-east, is soon enlarged by tire 
A7 h.>'-, after which it runs past Welwyn, ami flows on iu a uteau- 
rlering course, till it fails into the Lea at Hertford. Many otlier 
streams rise in fliis courrty, aud several of them form tlu; heads of 
more considerable .streams in the adjacent shires: of lliesc the 
Thame has its origin from three sprhigs iu the parisii of Tring, ami 
which uniting in one current, leave the county near Piilte.iiliam, 
and enter Huekiiigiiamshire. 'I’lie Onalitoh, the H;z, the Pirmt, 
and the hrl, also ri.'c ou the north side of this county; tlie three 
former flow into tlie latter, which forms one of the principal rivers 
of Bedfordshire. Several of the sinal! streams which unite to form 
the Khcc, a chief branch of the Cam, have likewise their origin in 
this counlv, ill the vicinity of Asliwell. It must also be remem¬ 
bered, that the sjuings winch conslitute the source of the Acm 
'River, have their rise in Ilertfonishire, iu the neighbourhood of 
Ware; yet, as this useful stream may, with the greatest propriety, 
be regarded as belougiug to Middlesex, the description of it will 
be resers’ed for that county. 

The few Meditinat wliieh rise in‘Hertfordshire, are 

chiefly Chalybeate: these arc cuiifliHUi to the south part; the prin¬ 
cipal is near the Race-ground, on llaniet Corainou; others risie on 
Northaw Comniou; and another at Cutfle.y, in Northaw parish. 
Some incrustating springs have been noticed near Clothall, in the 
northern part of the county. 
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t«atributed to ^ tyf, lif the 

lessee of the " 

4t®?/ ™«"^= i -■ 

jED^U|§[SUil0l jjMjWleMwuiifrf *ffV 

that the riches of Vemtesi 
the Britons to «ttas^t Ui Sri^ fe? ■ ■• 

witbont assuil^ tor the asks ?« «s5 r-IsS™;" V- *“ 

The victor neWeved hy 


» Of luvi^m —- — ^ 

tade# of Boadioea, «%isniou Sho jWcswSss";^::^; " 
and Venifeoi gradiiauy) c««vv«si«.w *w !_^' 
ages, its fiiinc was still more heightened hy ♦to matijntin...» 
bancs, or Alban., during, tlri- ^1 pcrsccutk-n of “ 
which commenced under the authority of —, ■■ 

503. At that period, the eomi^ of its citiaens to the * 
bo great, that, as ft ♦ disgiftee to Aibannifs manoty, 
cor to other Climtiaos, they had the story of Ids iz;z„'- 
upon marble, and inserted hs the cky waHs.*;! Yet !!:t P - 
. Paganism piwed ^sufficient to efieet the purpose £—*' * 
had been ignited; and both Bede and Oildas OHicar is 
that, withm a very few years after the MMMtinn of rto ^ 
ft Ckwirh was foumted in honor of the mwrory of 
thftt on the very spot on odiids fee su^ed, ♦-■- ~ 

present Abbey Churdi of St. Albanfs. 1l»e siuJl,.!— , 

the scene o( his maxtyrdam, w«s removed ftront the riew: at- 
itsjdace, ami over the j^es of theirmdb, the iidmbiimits v. 
square stones, mscribed wifti memorials of the triumph of ** 
newly^dopted religioiu 
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The Pelagiati helesy occasioned great disscntions among 
the Christians, early in the fifth century, Cerhiamis, Bishofr of 
Auxerre, and Lupus, Bishop of Troyes, came into Britain for the 
avowed purpose of restraming its prioress: during their stay in 
this Island, they assisted at a Synod heW at Verulum in the year 
429 , Germamis was particularly distinguished for the sucress of 
liis exhortations; and a Clmpel was afterwards erccteil to his ho¬ 
nor, just witiiout the walls of the city, ‘ on tire s|>ot on which, as 
from a pulpit, he spoke the Divhie word.’'' This Cha|>el, tlie 
ruins of which existed till the beginning of the last century, gave 
name to St. Oennan’s Farm and this now comprclieuds a xery 
considerable part of the site of the ancient Venilam. 'I'he grave, 
of St. Alban is recorded to have been opened by Gertuaniis, in 
order to deposit in it the relics of other Saints, that ‘ those whom 
Heaven received, one tomb niiglit contahi.’f 

In the war of desolation which accompanied the descent of the 
Saxons, Verulam was an early suflerer;. y<'t, previous to il.s iinal 
sul>}ugation and ruin, it is saiil to have heeu recovi icd by (he Bri¬ 
tons under UterPeiwJragon, who, having Imh ii wounded in a great 
battle, fought in the vicinity, was, after some time, according to 
Bronipton, cured of hi.s wounds by resortirig to a salubrious spring, 
Of holy well, at a little distance from the city walls. The Saxons, 
on recovering possession, are .supposed to have destroyed the |M)- 
pulation, and reduced the buildings to a mass of ruins. For two 
centuries its name is not even mentioned iu history; though vari¬ 
ous events, of suh.scquciit or'currence,' render the ojiimon prohahle, 
that it was not wholly deserted till after the rise of the modern St, 
Alban’s. 

The derivation of Ure name of Verulam has not bcejr decisively 
ascertained ;• hut its sif^^l^n on the river Ver had uuquestiouahly 

sonic 

Juxtu prostrcAAM^^'nidmia, Gernmni sacellum' efiamnmii no¬ 
mine, etsi projai^iu$t^sii]n'rtisi; quo loci ille, pro supgatu ’ccflnm 
dkimm uniiqua: juni Aibuui membiunukc tcsUintur, 

Camden, 

-1 Ihi#, 
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some share in it? etymolo^. The Siittons railed 3 Wcrlamcntx, ■ 
and Wailn^ccuitre; the latter term is dearly derived from it? «ois- 
iic< Uoii with the Wiitliug Street. The great e\teiit of the area siu- 
lounded hj the mined walls, the immense einhankmciita railed 
the\erulain IIilU, with tlw deep ditches acronilMnying them, and 
the iimnnu'rahle Roman coins, antiquities, and otlier remains of 
Roman ofciipatioii, that have been dug up heic, are suffieient, 
even in the al»seiM'e of ail written record, to testhy tlie former 
giandeur and inagnilicence of this city. 

When the Roinuiis iiucaiiie jjteSesscd of Verulam, it is prohahte 

that Uie> enlarged its boiiiidan*^ jet they did not toiriiue its ex- 

Unior ibiin to that so generally adopted in their tactics, therectaii- 

giilai, but, nioditymg their own rules to ihenatuie of the ground,*' 

siitTend llwir Munitipiuin to assume the figure of an irregiilat el- 

h'li'is inU’inally, however, tlieir Imiidings were extended in right 

hues; and though tliearra lias been long under tillage, anddhi- 

tied hy hedges into liehls, tliC sites of various streets may yet be dig- 

cmtrtd at fiarlicnlar seasons of tlie yeai, l»y tlic divciw hues of 

the vegetation. Some eonddciahio masses of tlie wafis yet remain, 

and fuinish tiemonstrativc proofs of the excellence of tlie Roman 

masoiuy. The walls weic about twelve feet thick; (hey Weic 

tomposed of layers of flinls, emlieddetl in a itronga-iueut of Miiur, 

.small gravel, and coarse ^nd, and streogtheneil, at intervals of about 

three feet, by rtwis of large Roman tiles,!' two or thiee hi a row. 

these were continued thtongh tlie whole langc of the wall*, as is 

evident from the fragments remaiuuig on the difteieut sides of the 

•Station. The exieit df Uie area has been varuiusiy estimated; 

hut, from the accurate admeasiireinciits by Dr, btukelev, its 

, * * ' 

" * length, 

* Pimt M qtialdas out messUnS posMitun't. tV; anus. Lib. I. 

c. OJ, 

1 These tile* measure from sateKn to ciglueen inches in length, at d 
Irotn eleven to thirteen inChev m bwtadth; iliey arc of a very compact 
tcxtuie; yet so adhesive is the cement which bintis tbcrti together, that 
it is almost impossible to lemove one of them from the wall m a psUcct 
state. 
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length, ftom north to south, appears to be 1*30 jards, its steal* 
breadth, from east to west, » nearly 1000 yards. The high? 
est grouml is on the south and west sides; but the whole has a 
gradual deseeat Umards the east, where the river Ver, which noiy 
Hows la a tegular ebanoel from one to two hundred yards beyond 
the line of the wall, originally fonned a great pool, covering about 
twenty acrt's of ground, and including what is now the lower part 
of Ibc present St. Alban’s, lliia still preserves the memoiy of its 
o! igin, in the name of Bsli-pool Street; atid tliis street conneds with 
the liigh north-west road, which intersects the aica of Verulani, 
from St. Michael’s Bridge to that massive fragineut of the ancient 
w all, called Oolham BlocL* One of the entrances to tiie city aj> 
pears to have been near this spot; another was at the soutli-ea&t angle, 
and seemed by a double ditch and tampart: a thiid entrance, sery 
strongly defended, was on the west ride. The banks and ditches 
on the south and west sides, arc the most jicrfect: though in many 
places they arc overgrown by laige trees; even in the ruins of the 
wall itselt^ some small oaks aie now flourishing. 

“ Were I to relate,” says Camden, “what common rejiort affirms 
of the many Roman coins, statues of gold and silver, vessels, mar- 
bie pillars, cornices, and wondetfril monuments of ancient ait, 
dog up here, I should scarcely be Indfeved.” Jii this sentence, 
our renowned antiquary most probably alludes to the discoveries 
made during the time of Ealdted, and Eadmer, the eighth and 
ninth Abbots of St. Alban’s; tlic forint' of whom, having con- 
ccivt'd the design of rebuilding the Abliey Church, began to search 
for materials among the ruins of Veruiam; and on his death, the 
latter adopted the plan, and continued tlie reseirrfaes. “ B^ldred,” 
says Matthew Bank, the early and the best lustoriun of the Abbey, 

“ ransacking the ancient cavities of the old city whicb was called 
Weriamcestre, overturned, and iflled up all. The rough broken 
places, and the stte^^ with the passages running wideF-ground, 

and 


V fri 

bury.'WSe sam* 

stump of a hugi 
up within meav 




atuation where the road turns og to (ilorhatn- 
latkm, however, was primarily bestowed on the 
stood coqpguoiMf asd which has been rooted 
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mid cnwrcd om ttiUi solid «%b«s, {some of wliidi passed \mdef 
me water of tbc Weriam liTer, wfakh was oim.( itry hi"*', and 
flowed about the city,) he'jHilled down, fllled up, oi slopped; 
because liicy were the luHung holes of thieves, nighbwalkers, and 
whores; but the fosses of the city, and ceitain careins, to whi< h 
felons and fugitives repaired as places of shelter, from the thick 
woods around, he levdJed as much to ever he could/’* Oaken 
planks with Bafls, and pitched over, oars of fir, and anchors half 
destroyed by rust, were also dog up at die same period. 

The most memorable of these #icoveriea, Imweror, was made 
in the time of Eadmer, who ^ifl employing men to ransack tire 
luins, they “ loie up the fbtji Jatioig||[|,gW)at place in the midst 
of the ancient city; and while thcjJ|HP'ondering at the remains 
of such large buildings, they hoUow repository of one 

wall, as in a small press, amoii|;|Hpf k-sser books and mllv an 
unkuowti volume of one book, whIPwas not mutilated by its long 
coiitinnauce there; and of vthich neidier tlie letters nor tlie dialect, 
fiOm tlieir antiquity, were kwaOH to any person toho could thin he 
found ' but the inscriptions and titles in it shone resplendent in let* 
teis of gold. The boards of oak, the strings of silk, in great meto 
sine retained tlicir oiiginal strength sknd, beauty. Wi«m hi(|uli^ 
bad been iiiduslrionsly made veiy ftr said wide cmicctidng tbe no¬ 
tices in this book, at Itot they found one priest, aged Imd thccre|dl, 
a man of great eiuditkm, Unwon by name, who, knowii^ tbe dm- 
lert and letteis of dit&rent languages, read the wiitmg of die be* 
fute-nienliuned book, distinctly and i^nly. In the same matmef 
he read without hesitatioB, and be evplained without difikully, 
notices in other boi^s, that were found lit the same room, and 
vtilhin the same pressj/or the leitets wert suM as usM to h urUien 
when Verulam was inlia^tcd; and the drnlam viasthat <i the aru- 
fient Britotu dm used hy them. There jjrcre some tilings^ in the 
Other books,« in lAto, but these were not curions; and in 

die 


** Matt. Paris, 091.1 a* Mandated"hy Mf^dtafteft^itlhii ‘ Ancient Ca- 
tliedral of Cornwall, CSt.-Gyrman’s,) Hhtoti^ly feurveyed,’ VoL II. 
p. Od. 
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Hie firsi book, the greater one, of which 1 have made mention l)e- 
foi^ he fouhd written the history of Saint Alban, the 
proto-martyr of tiie Enftlisb, which the Qttnrh at this very day re~ - 
cites and reads; to whuh that excellent scholar Bede lends his 
testimony, <lifteriiig in nothing from it. That book in whicli the 
Histoiy oi' St. Alban was cmitained, was reposited with tb^ greatest 
regard in the treasury of tlie Abbeyand exactly as the aforesaid 
))resbyter read the book>Tittm in the ancient dialed of England 
dr •Britain, with tyhich he was well acquainted, Airbot Eadinet 
caused it to be faitlithlly and ^ad'ully set down by some of the 
wiser brelhrtm of tire convent, and then more fully taught in tlie 
iniblic preachings. Hut wir^n the History was thus made known, 
(as I have aaid) to several, i^lbeiug written in Latin, what is won¬ 
derful to tell, the primitiv? and original work fell away in round 
pieces, and was soon reduced irrecoverably to dust,”* 

Though the ^autkiuities tliaf have been recently discovered at 
Vendaiu do. M afford any tiring so remarkable as the aliovc, yet 
many of them are still curious. In the year 17 l.Q, air um. seven- 
leeo inches Ctep, apd six feet four inches in circumference, was 
found, with i^rious oilier Roman remains, at a little distance from 
the walls towards the river. Tliis has been engraved by Mr. 
Gough; together with a small lachiymatory, that was found with 
eleven others set round tire um; and also a large long jar, eiuliiig 
in a point, that was dug up at the satne rime and place, with se¬ 
veral sirtaller vessels, coins, In the year 17 <i 7 , a 

very carious small atid elegadt l^nan"vase,-of black earth, aud 
, very perfect, that bad been foiprd among life ruars of Verulam, 
was. exhibhed brfore the Society of Amiqnarios4 TheBotnau coins 
that have Ixeah. dug iup4ie^;at ,diflereat periodsii ligvc been so ex¬ 
tremely 

Whitaker’s Ancieot^^tlwdral of Cornwall, Vol IJ. p. (J7, 68; and 
Matt. Paris, 294, 995. 

j^^ongh’S^anid^^ydl. I. vide Plate of Ums, opposite p, cxlix. and 
Plate-J^il, opposite p. 341. See also p. .3-17. ' 

r, t' 
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tmiiely numerous, that many pei sous hasf formed latse collec¬ 
tions; and'they are still oemioii.iUy met svifli in jireat atmntlaun'. 

• In tritcing tire |>rogrei»iQn by hSikIi the tonn of ST. ALBAN’S 
arose from the ashes of Verulam, it becomes iM*eesva«\ to retert to 
the martyrdom of Albanni, wiiose sntU-rings and piety procured 
him an early admission into ilm eah-jidjr of S.mrts; and from whom 
llie town itself derives its origin and name. Alhanus is reoorderl 
to have Ijecii an etniiitaif cithren of Verularti; and to have given 
shelter to aCliristiUu preacher, named Afflj»l>ibal«s/ wholiad M 
from Wales for security against the efleets of the dreadful jjersei u- 
tion that Iwd then fiegun to rage under tlie edicts of Dioclcsian. 
Being dlscosered in liis letieat the Judge of flie eify t>rd«red some 
soliliers to aivest him ; but Allmims haring leecircd notiee of their 
foming, eoiiliivedt'i send his guest away in jnivaey, and, thesguised 
ill h>\ haful, presiuited himself to the soUlieis as the person for 
whom they were in se'arcii. Hciulless of the dece|>fiou, they 
hound and lonveycd him hefiire the Judge, when titrowing od'iiri 
cloak, iiiid avowing his conversion to (’’hristiainty, he was seven iy 
scourged, to imhuc him to lecant; hut this avaiKug not, lie was 
ordered to be bclieaded on a iieighlioiliipg lull that hillf on 
whieli the Ahlmv Cbuiih of St. Alltaii's is now proudly exalted,— 
and he vv us executed on the satne rlay. 

'I hus (ar the history of our Saint is consisttsut Oud credible; Imt 
the circumstances recorded to have attended his execution, have 
too much of the iiiarvellmis to eustire general helief. The btivlgo 
over till' river being too narrow to afforvl passage to the multitudes 
that crowded to witness tlio scene of bis death, be is said to have 
prayed that the stream nuglif ]>art, iiioi<tcrto admit safficieiit room 
for tfiem to cross on diy ground, through the iiiid^ of the cbaiiiirl. 

Tltis 

* 7 hiv name was first assigned to the j^riest who sought refuge with 
St. A'ban, by (ieofftey of Muomouth'. in tW more early writers on 
luclesi.istKal .idairs, it dtjes not occur; (he remarlit of sOme moclem au¬ 
thors, that It signifies nothing more than Aibanui’s sdoai:, n therefore 
without foundation. 


f Culled ffolmhurst by the Saxons. 
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Til* acfomptishect: ai«I the «ccut»«er iO iwjmwH i.y 

the s'qsbt, Utai he jvfuirf>d to petfonu his i^ce, «Jk}, fOr tim n fii- 
«al, wa» l^tesdfdesuned to dk. Another execultoacT having been* 
procured, the jjrocebbjoii rooved on* and on the top of the hill, 
Albanus hesou-jlit Heincii for smbc water to guoich h» thirst, and 
ijiumxiiately u fine spring gushed oat of the earth at his feet. This 
second mirttcle had m effect on the obduracy of the Pagans; and 
the stroke of death being the head of the holy martyr isai 
•eveted from his bot^j and, at the same instant, the eves of him 
who bad executed tte bloody office, started from their sochels, 
and M with it to the groniid 1 

These, accordmg to the early legends of sajterslition and igno¬ 
rance, were not the only events of a miraculous complexion that 
threw lustre on the sanctity of Albanus, Offa, the great King of 
the Mercians, whose domiuiaoshad been enlarged by crime, whose 
pow<w bad been cemented by blood, was at length struck with re¬ 
morse, and sought to relieve the horrors of a gudty conscience, and 
the dread of future punishment, by the rnstomary mode of com¬ 
muting guilt in bis age, the foundation of a monastery. The 
partieuiar act that most haunted his imagination, was the dcatli of 
Etheibert, Sovereignoftlie East Angles, who had been murdered un¬ 
der a complication of treacherous wiles, at Ofia’s own palace,* when 
on a visit of friendship and ]nv^ered alliance. To regain his peace 
of mind, he, therefore, leimiVed to carry his de^gn into immediate 
effect; and having, in answ^^ tD his prayers, received mtimation 
from Heaven, ffiat his inteutioa was tqrproved, began to reflect 
as to whom be should dbuse as the patitoo Saint of his new establish¬ 
ment. Here iuS perfdexity ,was again relieved by miraculous inter¬ 
position; “ for, after pwne time, being at Bath, m the rest and 
silence of the night, h^iBeiapcd to be accostet} by a« Angel, who 
admoiushcd him to raise- out of the earth, the body of the first 
British martyr, Alb Aft, and to piitce bts remains in a duiue, with 
more suitable oinaracnts.”t This 

• Sutton Walls in HercfordNbire; Kcc Beauties, V«l, 11, p. .'(SO, .and 
also same Voi. p. 459. 

; Jlisf. of the Abbey of St. Albans, by the Itcv. P. NcwcoiUCs !’• 
from Matthew Parts, 
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Thi* vuion, acscordiog to Mattiiew Vans, was communicated to ‘ 
hh Spo^al C 0 un$rUor$, Humbert, AichbWliop of LWMVeW, auA 
•Unwona, of Lekester} and a day was apimiutMl to com- 

lAcnce tho aes^ for the frffcs of the martyr, at V'cruhmi; over 
wUicli cHy, as lkeKu^,iounieyed, he saw a lij;bt shining, resem- 
Uliug a larg^ tordi. This a|>(ieatiuice was considered as the Uar- 
bhig;er of 8uco««: for the devastations committed by tlie Saxons, 
had oetashned the exKf spot of the mtenuent to be fwrgottco. 
“ Wbmthe fShg, the clergy, and the peqpJc>»” continues the his* 
torian, “ Wew assemWed, they entaed wi the search with prayer, 
fasting, and alms, and struck tJ*e earth every whe*', with intent 
to hit the q»t of banal; hut the search had not been conliiuied 
long, wljeo a light from Heaven was vouchsafed to assist tlie dis¬ 
covery; and a ray of hre stood over the place, like the star that 
conducted the Magi to find the Holy Jesus at Beihielicm. The 
ground was opened; and, in Uie presence of OHa, the body of 
Alban was found, deposited, togetlier willi some relics in a cof. 
tin of wood, just as Germamis had placed tlieni 3+1 years bdlhre.’' 

The imited testimonies of venerable Bede, and Matthew Paris, 
establish the fact of a Church having been built on tlie spot where 
Aibanus suffered, and tliat within a ^rt period of the time of 
his niar^tdom. This fabric, Bede describes as of “ admirable 
workinandbip, atid worthy of such u martyr;'^ joid as even existing 
in his days, as appears from tlie woods tliat inunediately follow: 

' it, quo videlicet loco/ at tile tpmb of St. Alban, • unqueinketJie 
diem, curatio let Jreqisentitm. operutio virtutum cdelrcari 

non desinit/ As tito d«ath‘'’of Bede orcuired tmly fifty-five years 
previous to Ofiit’i yitit to VoiMlani, (anno 79 O, or 79 t,) and, as 
Mattliew Paris ncords, fhaA'fh^ remtansof Aibanus, when raised 
from the earth, were convey^ a» solemn procession to ‘ a certain 
Ckurcli, sniail in its sum, tintt had been fonaerly constructed by 
the new converts io without tlie waifs of Vcrulan^ hi 

honor of the blessed martyr, and an tiic ve^ spot where he suf¬ 
fered 

't £ccleria est mirandi operie, atque gut ntarti/rio condigna, extruitu, 

Bede 1 . 7. 



so 
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■ fered;’* il i>P<'ni that tin* wonlhof l>«(h historiaiJ!' r**h*r 

the mmr hiiiltlmff. Itiouiih Fnit's, wuonsriom of the rStriimliUtce, 
mfcrf, tiuii the ojymjt Ct»Midi, built in honoj pf AihsuiOs had 
been destro.wd by (lie Sa\ouM Uniy; before. 

Into thrt CluircJi, llun, was the laiwil body of the lhattyir now 
trandated, and (le{K>Mlid m a shrine enriched with pla«*8wf^l(i 
and silver: OHa himself is n'cnrded to have placed a circle of gold 
round the st nil of Albanus, inscribed with his name and title, 
The walls of the Church were also hung with pictures, lajicsUnes, 
and other oiaainents. 

'riie next step taken by the Mercian Sovereign, was t<i assemble 
the pielatcs, ludiles, and chief)>ersioao|E<‘s of hk kiiigdont, for the 
pu^po^e of coneertiag tin- mOst effectual means Of' atrumplisliing 
his design. In this assembly it was dcfcriuinetl, that he sliwild 
proceed to Rome, to soliut the apjirobation of the Komaii Pon¬ 
tiff, and to piocure the leqmsito imiminities’ and privileges for his 
intended foundation. His mission was allended with smiess; hut 
is the inoie meinorahle, j>eiha[>s, from its having been the orta- 
sion of entailing, for many leill lines, ujhui the English nation, the 
tax I ailed Puir-pennc, which Ina had originally granted loi the 
maintenance of a Saxon College at Rome, and wiikii Oifa now con* 
feried in peiiictui'y on the I’ajial See, 

On his lemrii to Rngl.u«f, Olfir again assembleil his nobles and 
prelates at Vmdaw, (a eircinnstance which strongly iiilimalcs, that 
tliis ancient city was not eveu then wholly destiluto of iuliahitanis,) 
and with them deteniiiiied on ffirther measures for the tbuudalion 
of hk Monasleiy, Ik resolved that Its endowments shotikl lie am¬ 
ple, tliat its means of cxcpci^ hmipitality ra%bt Ik sufficient for the 
eiileituiiiiiieuf of the uiimerous travellers whom its viciuity to the 
Watling Street wwjld probably ^tract ddriiig tiieir respective 
jonmics Other to tlw Metr ^j^ - br to the north, rrom houses 
of the roost regular ffmKnit be ns»emhle<l a convent of 

monks 


** <( 

phi/iu in honottm \ 


Warn, ibidem evtm ttrbem Ferdamium a neo- 
larti/rii cooittucim, Sfc. M.Pw^is, p. Vii. 
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monks U) t\w torn!) of the martyr; a*«l apjrointiiig kis relation, 
WlUecotl, as the Abhol, he he<;an the estahVisiiinent of liis Monas- 
•fery- TAc first sloju- of tlw tiar building was laid with great so¬ 
lemnity, and l»y Lis onn liaiid. fife reroinmeiulod, with i'crvctit 
prayer, (Iw protection of his fouiidafion to the Saviour and to 8t. 
Alban; prononiira'd rn.iiedictioiis on all who .shotild disturij if, and 
invoked eternal We!iisin«;s on those who should I'H'eome i|sl)cnefaclors. 

It is a curious fart, (Ouijdetely in opjiosilioii to the gene¬ 

ral WUcr, and even rontr.irj to the t<»liinonics of several authors 
who li.'ue writtro expressly on tlw; stibjeef, that Ofla d/i/ no/ em-t 
a fUiiich at St. Alban's; ttritlwr fi»r the of his t>i nastery, uor 
tor the greater honor of Uie for whose remains lie had i>io- 
futrd the glories of canoiii/ation. I'oi tlic knowK-ilge ol this 
circunistuncr, and for the jMfiipiruily of the statement by wliieh it 
eomnjands, assent, we are indebted to the Itev. Mr. Whitaker,* 
who, on fterusing the pages of Matthew Paris with lliO'O kci-n 
principles of investigation wliieh, springing from the comprehensive¬ 
ness of his judgment, aecomjwny his progress llnough all the 
mazes of laborious reseiircli, elicHed t!ie long liidden instij.t Ofla, 
says tlie original historian, “at his own expense, constructed all the 
buildings, exceptan old ctf/)Sce,whkl! be tbund mr/cd formerly out 
oi llte ancknt edijices of the heatheu<i,”l Tins ediiiee, though 

Pari* 

* See his ‘ .-Incient Caihedral of Cornwall,* Vol. II. p. 10+—lOB. 

t It must not be denied, however, that Mr. Whitaker, who has un¬ 
dertaken to prove that the 0»rcA, constructed by the converted Url- 
tons on the site of. St, Alban's martyrdom, forms a very considerable 
part of the Abbey Church now standing, has failed in resting his de¬ 
ductions, in support of this opinion, on the same basis of unimpeachable 
accuracy. This failure is, perhaps, to be attributed to his not havLvg 
had an opportunity of personally inspecting the building, of the Uriiish 
origin of which he is so strenuous an advocate. 

f ^Edijicia omnia pnzterquam priitinum, qmd imernt de veterlbus 
€di/iciis Paganormn pridem factum, aumptibui propriia construrit. 
Matt. Paris, Asb*. 
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Pamhim^ifu^ern mcoascm^ ofthr f»cf, 
wr Im tbm the vffj* Clntreh M hefmhu»ly nmtfm., a. 
« bui/f by the eariy converts to ChmmnUy,” ml into which ««- 
W>- of Si. AMn had been removed. Still motr exf^h, Imw- 
eterl h Ibe Lmgaaff? of P.iru; he aBSm» llidt Ofia, “ Ml h» 5Io- 
imtviy, Hhicit lie had bcguii Ironi iho foundations, wMua four 
or ike }cars after he began Uw |iious woik, imd in a style of e\< 
celkiicc erected nearly all tlw r^dml biiildhigs;’'" ail llie build- 
Higs oftkiiiai to Umt wlitdi was the jiduripal and (icuaiiuaator of 
the whole—life Churdi.t 

So much was the zntnd of Oftk occt^ied by the conicms of bis 
new foundation, that he b recorded to have continued at St. Alban’s 
till the very eve of his death; engaged m the active supoistendunce 
aud eanying on iW the woik. When the Mogiastcty was sufficient¬ 
ly conipieted, lie granted it the moat ainjdc privileges, and endow¬ 
ed it with numerous manors aud mansions, for the per])etuui main¬ 
tenance of one hiuidrcd monks of the Ikmeilictine order, and the 
ealertaimuent of all travellers who should seek relief within its pre¬ 
cincts. Among his endowments was his manor and ptilare of 
WTnslow, in BueJunf^mshirc. Tlic former, says MatUiew Paris, 
was twenty miles in circumference, “ as U\e writings of Uie King, 
now preserved in this Church, can testify;" aid for this estate he 
had procured exemption from the payment of Romc-Srot, or Pe- 
ter-pcnce; a privilege tlat was enjoyed by no other place in his 
kingdom. Soon afterwards, be retired to bis Palace at Offiey in 
this county, where he died; (anno 7ilti}) he was buried in a Cha¬ 
pel on the banks of the Ouse, near Bedford, hito whidi river, tra- 
ditiou reports his sepulchre to have been carried by tiie tor¬ 
rent in a time of Chapel in which it had 

been deposited. Wiikgod, the tirst Abbift, in about 

^ two taontiu after tiliiS rhis Royal master, is said to have been 

hastened 

' ' fere em^^^^inulia o’dificia leufMilittr in cmahio mo, ^uod 
^ afundamn^lSmverat, sdifiomerat iifra qmrtmnquintumteamum 
postqmm illud Mumxrat. Matt. Pans, 987. 


t Whitaker, VoL II. p. 165. 
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hasseiM^ by tin? grtef ^tbkb lie ftitaf havmj^hcen rduscdpermit 
sion l« inter t!»e jbody of OJfi in die Moaaster}’ of his own fouw- 

Vufsig, or Ulsin, the third Abljot, is recorded to have been 
ninth addicted to mtemperdnee and biintm|r; and to have prac¬ 
tised, say his amntk, the “ great eiionnify" of iiiviKiig crowds of 
noble ladies to fiis table, by which means he not only injured bk 
own fatn«^ but corrupted the sobriety of his brethren. He also 
wasteftdly expended tlic treassrei of his house, altered the form 
and color of iiis garments, used “ %'cstments of silk, and walked 
with a long train.'’ Hb female relations he gave m nsartiage to 
tiic nobles and great inea; enriching them at the expense of the 
Abbey; btd, after hb dea#i, the Monks obtained restilutioa of 
the greater part of the estates that had been alienated. Hb suc¬ 
cessor, Vuliiothi duriiig tfagjhrst three or four years off hb supre¬ 
macy, strove with exemifdaty diligence to reform tire abuses 
that had been thus generaled. lie afterwards fell info all the 
vices of Vulsig; but altered hb eonducl, on being struck with the 
paby, “ and changed Ins life to sucli a degree of .sanclity, as to 
reform many by hb exaii^e, and to end lib days in felicity.” In 
the time of this Abbot, apd about the yrar^SO, the tomb of St. 
Alban is said to ha'TB been broke ojien by the Danes, and some 
of hb btHies to have been taken away, and carried into Denmark, 
where they were deposited under a costly shrine, in the ho|re that 
they would tlierc liccorae as much vencraled and adored, as they 
Ired been in Englau<l. iEd&id, the fifth AlibOt, was ecprally dbtin- 
gubhed by hb festive cheerfulness, and relaxation from monkish 
discipline, as his predecesswts, til! near die dose of lifei when Ire 
resigned hb {lastdnd oftioe, and devoting-himself to Sedusiou, rcr 
tired'to-St'Chapel that Innl been re*built, by hb permission,-by 
Prior Uljdio, in memory of Gennanns, and on the spot where the' 
latter had preached to the citizens of Ve^ain: in thb retirement 
he passed the remainder of hb days. : . ^ 

Ulsitnis, die sixth Abbot, was Hie most conridenibla bchdbetor 
to the town of St. Alhan that had yet prerided; abd thht “ by 
inviting p«*sons to settle in it, by assbfing litem with ftkmey and 

Von. VII. Nov. 1803. C matei^$ 
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matermls for tljc ere^itioti of bbttses, and oven buil^ng no fewer 
tlian three Clmrdtes fai tlmn." These Churches were ercctetl at 
the diUcrent entrances into the twii; and were rcsjiectively dedi¬ 
cated to St. Peter, St. Midiaet, and St, Stephen. He also hniSt: 
a small Chapel, or Oratprj’, at a short ^stiuice fhrm St. Ctennan’s 
rhajKjl, and consecrated it to the honor of St. Mary Ma^afcn. 
Hisswecessor, d^.ifric, obtained great repute for his erudition awl pie¬ 
ty.. Ilewastheiiuthor of many epistles and sennons: he comjK>.<ied a 
Saxon Grammar; and he transl^t«i a considerable part of the Scrip¬ 
tures.* The great fish-pool, which has been ineutioiied hfidcr Fc- 
rulani, and which belonged tb the Crown, and had be^ produc¬ 
tive of much loss to the Abbey, by the amipany it attraetod dur¬ 
ing tire fesliritics riisplayed here by the Saxon .Sovereigns, who iiad 
a Palace, called Kingsbury, op the banks of the pool, near .St. 
Mkliael’s Bridge, was purchased of Kh^ Edgar by this Abbot; or 
rather, jrerhaps, received in exchange tor a cup of excellent work¬ 
manship, that bad been obtained, for tire purpose of Jrotdhjg iho 
consecrated wafer, by Abbot lEdfrid. The embankment which Ireld 
in the waters, was then cut away, and a snrall pool only was suf¬ 
fered to remain for the use of the Abbey. 

Ealdred, the eighth Abbot, who appears to have bec*u lire first 
that took measures for re-building the Abbey Church, is repre¬ 
sented, by Maltlrcw Paris, as searc^g into tire ruins of Vcrnlam, 
“ laying up those materials wht^fhe found fit for air edifice, and 
nscTt ini'them for the fabric oj0' Church; as Ire had determined, if 
oould be furnished witj^ the means, to fear dotwn the ancient 
sad to biiiid it aneta f-f but, “ when he had eoUected a 
quantity of materials for the fabric o/ the Chtaxh, he was 
pcvaited.hy aji ov'ef early death, and obliged to leave tire work 

undone." 

Ding^^s of tlus translation wore printed under the direction of 
• Dr. ifekes,' at Oxford, in the year 1098. 

, I'traienjif aptus (aptoe) ad ad^feia seponens, adfijihrkani ec- 
filveeri'avitrptfepomit emm, sifaatUales suppetere^^fUfutd ve- 
!'ffrcfc«d tmam constrture. M, Park, p. 994,,, 
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undone/’* His immediate succcsso/, Eadinof, « did not disperse 
nor consume what Eiddred had collected for tlie comructlon of the 
• Church;" he even scrolled for more among the ruins of Venilam, 
and “reserved all that »vcre oecessgiy for tlie/«ir(c«£ion 0 / that 
Church, which he /jrojtwsed to fuhrkatc to the holt/, martyr A than;” 
yet “ did not so far please God and the martyr, as to erect and 
Jihuh a horn for the ntartyr Mt>tself”f After him the intention was 
never revived by any of the Saxons; ami even lire seardr for ma* 
terials was disfeoutioued bv foera all; vet the intention was never 
abiiudooed, a» the, malcrihls ih general, remaincfl fenfire to the 
Conquest, and thfe application of Jient was then f)c,inm.”f 

'fhe very* cufipus discovery ' f ihe llistorv of St. Atbaai, in the 
Bfitisli laiigiwge, iuade at Verulam during the searches carried on 
under Eadni< r, has been noticed above. His workmen are re* 
corded also to have found sundry gliiss and earthen vessels, origi¬ 
nally used as pitchers and cups, together with vessels of glass cou- 
tahmig the-.islics of the dead: temples half ruinefl were bkevvise 
di.s(;ov<;red, with altars and staliies of hcatheu god.s, and divers 
soils of coins: all these the mistaken |tiety ol' the Abbot “ caused 
to be .stamped to dust, and destroyed.’!! 

_ C 2 Lcofric, 

* Cum jam. muliam — ad fahikum ecdcdx coacetxdsset qimnlilakm, 
maturd n/mk morte prareenitu), imperfeclo wgocio, vknt unkersa cur~ 
MIS esl iiigresstis. M. P.n is; p. 9y4. „ 

+ Adyuhita—eid eccksiam comiruendiim, non dispersit vel con~ 
eunipsit; Paris, 904; qutc eccksiee fabrkanda: fiterufU necessuria, 
sihi reservarei, qudm proinmiU sundo nutrtyri fabrkarej^ Ibid, 095 : 
«o» in tantmi placuit Deo ar murUjri, ut doinum ipsiui inetrtyris adi- 
fiearet tt dohsttnimaret. Ibid. 004. 

f Whitaker’s St. Germatis, A'oi II, p. 166. 

I By a most singular mis-cnnstruction of the words of Matthew Paris, 
Sir Henry Chauncey basiaffirmed, in his History of Hertfordshire, that 
Eadmer, ‘tioilf of the ruins of Verulam, built anew the greatest part of 
hit Churchi *and Monastery, with an*inient to have fuiithed the whole, 
hut death disappointed his hopes." See p. 461, 
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LeofnCj son to flie Earl of Kent, and afle«vardb promoted to 
tiie See of Canterbury, succeeded Eadiner. This Abbot was re- 
nbwnod fop lienevolence: during a grievous famiiu;, that raged" 
oyer England, he cxiHuided the treasures that had beeit, reserved 
for the fabrication of a new Church, in relieving die distresses of 
the poor; and when this was found insiidicient, he sedd the slabs 
of stone, the colunuis, am) the timber, that had been dug up from 
the ruins of the ancient city, to provide adtUtiona) supplies for Uie 
same purpose, together with all tlie gold and silver vessels, both be- 
kmgiugto liis own table, ami to tbcCliurdi. Tliif generousaUeution 
to the wants of hisfeltow-iiH'n, occasioned much dissentitm, and jiro- 
eureil him many enemies among the more superstitious wid iiKon- 
siderate classes of liis monkish brethren; yet his own firnmess, and 
the support he reeeivwl from the many exalted jiersoiiagcs to 
whom he was related, at length succceited in coull'o^illg the dif¬ 
ferences. On his acceptance of the See nf Canlerliiiry, in f.ip,), 
iHfric, the second of tluif name, liis yoiniger brofiici', hceume Ab¬ 
bot., He had previously been Clumcellor to King EtiieSu'd. and 
had obtained from that Monarch a grant of die inaiior of Kings¬ 
bury, with all its appurteiuuires: of this graul lie [>ro< iiv«ni ;> eon- 
fimiatiou from King Canute, and iimueilialelv raiisofl the legal 
Palace to be levelled widi the grotimi, that it inighl no more oc¬ 
casion inconvenience to die Abbey, from beeoniing tlie rcsldem e 
of a court: one small tower, however, that was situi-ited somcwhal 
nearer to the Monastery, Canute would not suiler to be riemolish- 
ed, that some memorial of royally might still remain-* 

fxofstan, 

“* During tlw govertiment of .Klfric, many ravages w ere commuted 
in different parts of thokingiJiiro by the Danes; and the Abbot becom¬ 
ing apprehensive of their visits, secured the most valuable cfllicts of the 
Monastery, together with the shtine and relics of .St. Alban, in a wooden 
chest, which, w|th the privity .of only a few of his brethren, lie conceal- 
ad in a secret cavity in the wall of the Church. 'I hen, tlie more com¬ 
pletely to efftet thoif preservation, he openly solicited the Monks of 
lily to reemtt into their Convent the relics of the lioly martyr j re¬ 
questing that, at tbeir house waawell secured from dangef by waters 
and mafthev, they would preserve she invaluable pledges, till the •i.ime 

!,iituli 
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Lfofstan, tlie Abbot, who was Coufewor to Edward, 

and EtliUi, his Queen, procured various rieh ^ants for tlie Mo¬ 
nastery, through his inUwst witli the great; and also preseatetl 
some oriKunents to his Church. Much of his afteiitbn was ent- 
plojod in rendering tin* higlt roads to the town, s.ile aud commo¬ 
dious for mercliants and travellers. 1'he \\atlhig Street, as well 
as nmuj parts of the Chilteiu Hills, Iwing cmered with thick 
woods and groves, had Imioine tlu* haunts of wolses, wild boars, 
stags, and wild bulk; and also funn>-lied iiiding plui es for robbers 
ami outhnrs, to the great dang*‘r an ! .nniojauce oj all passengers. 
To remedy these evils, Leofslan gi.uited tin manor of Flamstead 
to a brave Knight, naiueil Thurnoth, ami ins two lollow-sokliers, 
named Waldeof amlTlimnan, onconditwu iliat they should guard 
iiie said road, avul all tiie western parts of ibe Chihern; licit they 
should he answeraJ>k for any losses tieil i. iidit happen through 
tlicir neglect; aud that they shouhl '■ireiiuou jirotect the Church 
of Si. Alban,* on the occurrence of any gi-ucnd war within tlie 
kingdom. 

C 3 llie 


ihoiu’d lie demanded in more peni'caliio Vn uotairnr.g the per¬ 

mission which he sought, he inclosed the ri’ni.ainj of a common Monk in 
B very rich chest, and dispatched it to Ely, with many of the Church 
ornaments, ami an old siiaggtd garment, which he insinuated was the 
very cloak that had heen -.vom by Amphlbalus, the instructor of AlUa- 
jius. When the alarm had subsided, 'Eifiic demaiuled the reins; bit 
they were considered as of such immense value by tlio Monks of Ely, 
tliat they scrupled not to c.xpress then dcierininutioti to keep them ior 
their own Churtih. On its being threatened, Isowcvcr, Jo infutm both 
the King (Edward the Confessor) and the_^Pope rf this impious bro.tth 
of a religious engagement, a great scblim arose 'among the bretlirto, 
but the majniity di lotmined that the relics should he kept; yet, losaye 
appearanets, they agrtid ilut the chest thouM be returned, hatmggrst 
contiived to ojicn the bottom of it, and to tubstimte Ollier remaiiw for 
those of the supposed St. Alban. Tlw cheat waf, however, diKoveted; 
the real |‘elics of the martyr svere removed ftgm tlj| ,^4ea recess 
of the wall, and again plaeed with the shrit||Hy|^^| "dst of the 
Church; while the Monks of Ely, the dupe, Itificc, in- 

cuired all the odium of knavery, without het^fili^ 
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The snrcesm offjoofilm, wm Frethrrk, oi FraitW. a nun c/f 
the Royal hiootl of Rte Kn/>»s mirf also tektvil to Ki-;' ('a- 
moe. ih w.« iiis^allcrt in UHio'; hat bml iM'iloaiml nil tJ i> hush 
ncsh of the AI»}w<a' diiiinj; the ftw> prwtlittg jears, 'rhi> tin* 
jirati whoiie spiiil and hw»ei) iinfM'dod the march of Vt'iliMti) lli< 
Conqueror near Rfikliamjsstcad, by causinj; the tiws that y;i«w on 
the road-side lo be eiil doniJ, awt laid across (he was; and when, 
at a suhsr(}ucnt meeting, W illfemi niqiiin'd the reason, lie boldly 
answered, that ‘ He had done no mote tlian liis dutyand tliat, 
t if all (he cccicsiastles in the kingdom bad |ierfomied ilieits' in 
like maraier, it would not h.a<‘ be< ii iu the pow«*r of the Ktminuis 
to have adsanted so far.' This was not the only oerasion on wliii b 
the Abbot displayed the generous ibve of ttMlepemlence that ani¬ 
mated his soul; for the tsramiiral sway-of the Cnn(|U(ror haM"-; 
eKcited a strong hatred ue anst his goveniinent in tlic bitasli ot alt 
the English, rrethciic ])lafed himsidJ at the head of a rouiuhiafv 
of the nialeconteiits, whose objert was to compel the king to jeiga 
according to the andciit laws and tustonis o( tlieronniis. m, a. 
his despite, to i.use the exiled Edgar Atlieling lo tin thunie; wi o 
was, indeed, the riglitCtil beii, and was held ni so niinh estnira 
tion, that he was railed Engelo/ules Jit rthnf;. In this dileniina, 
the wily Sovereign found it necessary to tenipoii/e, and, by the 
advice of Ijinliaue, whom lie had piomoted to the See of Can- 
leilnin', he submitted to the tenas proposed; and in a grand as¬ 
sembly of the Nobles and Prelates at Bcikbampstead, sssoie, upon 
all the relies of the Chmxii of St. Alban, that ‘ be would keep, 
and inviolably observe all the ancient laws of the realm, which his 
pious piedecessors, and fspecially the holy Edward, bad establisls- 
ed.’ The oath was administered by Fietbeiic} but neither tlie su¬ 
perstition of the age, nor (Tic moie genuine feeiii ^s of religion and 


honor, had influence ^r the <i.pi<hly (d the Km;;, ami no sooner 
were the efleet* ofJ|MjssikniibitK)n snlliiientlv luatuied by the 
gradual dissolutiotMHp ronfecler<i( v, than Ins dispolism, gather- 
big strengtli w bn h b,.d tolled It b.tik upon itself, 

overwbek H|HP'tiei) of tin i,ution with a dcepei flood, nnd a 
I &t. Alban’s paitunlarly sufluted for the 

conduct 



comluct of ils Abbot, who was liiinsl^f d>liged to seek refuge from 
the vengeance of the Kii^, in tlic htonastery of TJy, where he 
• died of ^rief md nwrtiScaiioB, Willmm seized nU the Abbey lands 
heiwcen Baroet ami London-Stone, together with the manor of 
Itedbiirn} imd hut ti>r the solicitatioiH of Laiifraiic, would liave 
elfcctuiiUy ruined the Moimsttry: bis interjiositiOnstayed ihe impend- 
iog blow; and hishiflucnce procured the vacant Abbaej for Paul, a 
Noniian, and bis kinsman, or, as some have gonjectuied, iiis sou. 

Paul was llie first Abi*ot Who began to apply Ibe iinnieuse stores 
of materials that bad lieen collected from the ruins of t'eiulam, 
towards the re-construclion of vlie Abbey Chuich; which, in the 
«spress words of Mattln w Parj, lie *• re-edified," together with all 
the buildings of the Monasteiy, except the bake-liouse and the 
niill-bouw.* In this impartaut umleitakiug, he was assisted by 
AKhl)islKipl.aiifraDr, who gave tOOOmaiks in aki of the esjienses. 
Ansebn, Lautranc s Micre-.-<,i, .insisted Paul in finidiingthcChuicb, 
(jKod imptr/utuin erat in aililiciis <«/<s.tri'aiJcliAlbaiu juvif—a>»- 
iummaic, and Paul, wbo had already fussed about twelve years 
m<.Hr\mgon the svorks, compleferl, in the foui leiuaiuing years 
ol bis lite, ‘ ail that be bad begjii.’t 'fliat ibis was an ciitiie le- 
eoiistnntioa of tlie Church, ami not a mere repaiation, occnlaige- 
ment of the building, is evinced by the language of Paiis; who 
afiirnis, tliat Paul t onstructed the whole Church, with inupy other 
edifices, of 6rn/l-woik, V^ahis^imefm ea'kiiuim Suncti Albatii, 
cim muliis (ilin apere t’Oii^roxU latt'i tuo; thns applying 

the temi bikk woik, as irmny modetiu writers still do, to wlmt ss 
luauifcstly of Roman tile, The reputation which d*® Abbey ol>- 
fained under Paul’s goveromeiit, occaiaoned many neW benefactions 
to lie made to if; and his own iiiiluebcO was tMfikdeutly gieat, to 
enable hbii to p'lxuse rrstitution of seVenii estates that had becu 
alienated. Paul liuiisclt .uade many gilts to the Church, apd 

t 4 adonted 

v Istf (Pmilus,) limic t<.rlc>imii, cafoa^e (tdifidd prater pisto- 
1 ium cl pinniuxluum, if tu—iKalerw —imitmt aprw- 

dtcisionltus mU colkctam a ueoratam, M, P»r»«, 100J. 

i ineapU ImMditer Jd, Park, loot, 



««kwaifd ibe nine* iw'W iht Irf^b illsr wjiii 

l^sdck p^twg.” W* «fe« «(«r »U 

|ov«iuiuui of teMooasiei^, awwli^ i« »bf piiwij*iri. «a<»irtul < 

and ptoTOOted bj \whb»Uop Ijudiniw; wvt 4B»Hg IlhBi m,, 
bli^llc^^ sc'Cfnl rcyiilatirtiMi ff«' <}*^* <*f ffw 

Aiier the ileatJi d Pawl, »« UXJX 
Kin^, rdaiw-'i tlieAhlm} la Im oi\ii Imuh durtif fiwr ^«<ars 
a«/a;#efi if. leifooc-s foliU on.. «-.e, At Ktchard df 
A/fianj Biis amMiited AUtot^ md hy him the m» Cbureh nus 
c0n>eaatetl, at the t'estiiul of Chrkimai, (US Ueim th Fmt, 

Jm Qumj, Matilda, Oeedie^, Arrf.lu’sJiop Of Roiif’j., the liisliops 
of Diu'Imn), IJueolii, Saruiii, awl I-oimIod, with uiaii'v AWjof-!, 

Wwl iuferior Prelafos, together with many Earls, Baron., and No¬ 
bles, were present at (lie ceremoiiy, aud stere all Imbued and en¬ 
tertained dnnug el<‘scn days, at tlie cost of the Abhiy. Hiiliaid 
died in 1119; having previously built a smalt Chapel, wilhm (he 
Churrii, in lioiun of St. Cuthberf, by whose inteicessioa lie is fa¬ 
bled to liaie reteived ‘ a wonderftd etirc of a wtliered ami.' 

Geoffrey dc Gorliaai (so named from the plare of his iiiidi, 
near Caen, in Nomiandy; was the next Abbot, lib atti u(iim v^as 
prm<i{]ally directed to the iuterual eeonomy of tlie Mona-lery ; to 
the providing of rirh vessels, anti costly and .spletKiitI garmtiifs, for 
llie various services of the Church; and to the preparation ol a 

very 


* “ To the young MuaLs,” tap Pant, who, according to then- 
custom, lived upon jmlm otfiesh^mmt, he prevented all inoidinute 
eating,” by stinting the quantity; " and lie heaped up a dish for them 
all in common, of which the mere appellation remains at present, matie 
othnwigs-i and Aefa'2f(saA«,‘' or, in other words, of herrings under 
covers of pasty, “ whicli be, therefore, in the sophistical pmnuntistion i f 
the Normans, depomitjated Kai-/we, for A; e»*pie: i. e. Ilaren-iuc.” 
Whitricer’s St. Vol. I!- p. 305, fioui M, Pans, p. 1003. 

From iliis, ai a^j||ie ii» other histotkal Dciices, Mr. \V. p. dOO—OO',. 
Ubid. has d^iH|Hped, that the Herring fldu'iy must Lave Iieen esia- 
Jjlished mlgyipr' than is generally admittolj} even as early as the 
hikxao 
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tery sumptuous Sbtine* fi>r the relics of St, Allnui. Into this 
Shriue (anno tl29) the remains of the martyr were removed with 
•great Uoleronity; the ancient tomb being first opened in the pie- 
sence of the Bishop of LomUmi, fCTcral Abbots, and the whole 
Convent. On this ocoa^, and to remove the dOnbts wliich had 
been excited by the awrtions of a eerfmn College in Denmark, and 
also by tlie pmrensioDS of tlic Monks of Ely, «the bones were niun- 
beied, taken out, and shewn siogJy: tlie head wax lifted up for 
the itisiMHlkMi of all present, by the hands of the venerable Ralph, 
Arcbdvacoa of the Church, an the tbie-purt was a seroU of parcb- 
mciif, isendast fiwn a (bmd of.-ilk, with iJm in*"'?; ion, 

Atbmm; and the circle of gr Id inclosed the skflH, whfcli teas fi&ed 
there by the order of Oda, engraved with these word^ Hoe ett 
caput Sancti Alltiifii, proiomanyrU Anglia. Id reviewing the 
bones, (be left, scapula, or shoulder-bone, was mlssbg: however, 
the (rauslatlon was eftet ted; and some years after, saitli the histo- 
riaii. <Mti)e two MouLs, wi(li letters credential, from the Ciiunrh 
and Monastery of Nuuiubu)^, (Nurembuig,) in Germany, raying, 
(lia( they were fWssessed of ftiis valuable reUc, (the scapula,) and 
tJiiU (he same iiad been brought to them many years ago, by Khig 
Canute, f Abbot Geoffrey made several additions to the Abbey 

huUdings, 

t- 

• The ornamental parts of tWs Slwinc, winch wtas of siher gilt, cm- 
bcllishij witti plates nf gold-aud prectous stemes, were svrought by a 
goldsmith, named AnkeuH, who had been Mint-inasier to the Kmg of 
Denmark, .and also cmp.’ojed by buti m the fabticatioo.of curious works: 
Jte aftei wards assumed the Monkoh Itabit in this Abbey. 

t Newmme’s St Afijap’s, VoL I. p. 58, from Matt. Paris. Ju the 
time of Ralph, < ieollicy’s su< ccssor, the Slhttne was sirippt d of tts de- 
coiations, in order to provide a sufliuent snm for the purchase of the 
vill of BrentfieU. 'Hie succeeding Abbots, Robert de Gorham, and, 
Symonds, embellished it anew; apd thehniCTcaused h tube somewhat 
more I levated, that Us splendor might have the greater eflect. At the 
workman.hip of this Shriiio throws some light pa the of the arts in 
the reign of Henry the JJecotid, «« foall here dsse^e it from Matthew 
laris, who decUres’tt to httve been more spleodld sad fttfole than any 
* . other 
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■ liuiiiiings, find also finmdwl a N'uuui'rv al SnjHveil, a!i!i ati Ifos- 
pilal for lasers fle;ir the tonii, on Uio famdon road. 

Ixal[>h, (iio sm'iiteeutli 'Vbbof, .suriTede'l (itofirev in It K>-( ; 
but fiiidiu" I)is Jieallb decajin;r. lie in fofn-oi the l^rinr. 

a nephew of Robert de Goiiismi, bi.s j>rexIet'i’->sot, in If.il. and 
died in Jiily, the same year; hafiii^' imviondy <?teefed .some 
chamhers of ‘ very atroitg woth,' for fjie Ose ot the Abbots. 

The election of Robert th (iorlmm marks an unjrorfant era in 
the annals of this (ibnreb; lie,procured for if many tfisfiiigiiislietl 
privileges, and was the hrsf Abbot that obtained tiie honor of 
wearing tiie mitre. In the early part of his governmenf, he soli¬ 
cited, and wilb success, prmi.ssion from tlic King (Stephen) to 
dentolish that part of the Palace of Kitigsbury, which Canute had 
ordered to be ieftstauding; andwlikh, tlirooghthee.vlorlionsaod 
vexatious conduct of those to whom its custody iiad been com¬ 
mitted, had continued to subject the Abbey to inucb inconvenience. 
But the HKKt memorable of hisd^'ds, was procuring exemption 
for his Monastery ftoman ecclesiastical jurisdklion whatever, ex¬ 
cept what arose from tile authority of the Pope himself. This 
important privilege was obtained through his immediate interces¬ 
sion with Adrian the Fourth, wlio was bora near Abbot’s Langley, 
and was tlie only Englishman tiiat ever sat in the [lontifical chair. 

On 

other he had cvci Vheld. In ! in it rticmblcd an a’lii-tnnib, having 
a crivt, or loftj lunopv, oui it, suppuntd on pillirs, ih h were <i) 
plate gold, shaped like lowcu, and having apertnrej, to represent win¬ 
dows! ihe under part of tiie tanopy was inlaid with tiystals. Wnlnn 
the tomb was a coffin, toutnmingUt ithes of bt Alban, inclosed ns 
another case, tlic sides of winch were embossed with gold and silvei fi¬ 
gures, m liigh «lief, exhibiting the piniiiptl events in thi martyr’s lus- 
tory. At die head of die Shrine, whith was towards the east, was a 
large representation of the Cnicilixion, having the figures of Mary and 
St. John at the sides, and oniamenud with a row of \ery brilliant j^w. 
f.h. at the foot, oi west <qd of tlK .Shripc, w^s an image of the \ irgin, 
ikeated on a Throne, w.th the inlant Jtsm in htt arms, dit woik appa- 
ftnilyol cast gold, highly euiboiscd, and feiincucd withpr^^oussiooes, 
•ltd terv eostiv bracelets. 
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On bi'4 esaUiiUon to this dbtinftui^Iied rank, Robert was amonj' 
the foremost to congratulate Inm on the ascendency of liis fortune; 
*aud having judiciously acrompaiiiefl tlic e\j>ression of hi.sjoy witli 
many ridi presents, he was treated by the Pope with great fiiinilia- 
rily and kindness; aud at length procured the exemption as above 
stated. By the .same grant also, the Abbots of St. Alban’s were 
aiithoriired to take prciedenre of all others in England; Uiat “ as 
St. Allmii was disfiiirtiy tnoHU to hethc/hsf taaityrof fheKiighsh 
nation, ‘o the Abbot of hi.s Moiiasterie sboiilH at all times, among 
other Abbot!, of the English nation, in degree of dignity, be i<*- 
puted first and princi|ml’' 

Tliesc jirnileges occasioiKo great dissention belaceii the Abbot 
and tlie Bishop of lanrnJn, who had iiitheito CAeriiaed epistopal 
juiiwlictioii over the Monasteiy and its appurtenanees; and tlie 
dis|)ates bernine so v iolent, tlial the King dlenry the Second) found 
it necessary to interliw; by his mediation, aa<( after Uie re»peitive 
cliiiins of the parties had liceti solemnly argued, during seu-ial 
days, ill a guat asseinhh of prelates and nobles the Bishop of 
l.incohi consented to icsigii ail pretensions to sovereign rule, on 
iccciving a grant of some estate of the annual value of ten poimds.* 
'llic Abbot's claim to precedency was equally disputed; hut Ro¬ 
bert having oblainetl a contirniation of Aiiiian’s grant, from Pojic 
Alexander the Third, was at last suceesdui in causing it to be esta¬ 
blished. Robert iHed in Octolier, lliiti, and was huiiedatthe 
foot of Abbot Paul, in the ( hapbi-house, which he had rebuilt, 
together uilli some other parts ul the uionaslic buildings. 

'I’he contest between the Church and Tiinmc for supreme au¬ 
thority, was now at its zenith; aud Henry (he Secowi, who had 
boldly withstood the vengeanie of the Papal Ihuiulm, kept the 
Abbacy vacant for ‘oveial montli.s; hut was then induced, by Gil¬ 
bert Folkit, Bishop of Jaiiidon, to bestow it on Prior Syinoiid, or 
Simon, who, in Jiuie, llb'7, was investc(| iii the projw liabili^ 
nicnts, aud cuthtoued. Tins Abbot was iu much repute for the 

extent 

h 

1'ynkurste, (FJngcst,) in llmkiughanishirc, vvas made over to thil 
Bishops of Eincoln in pursuaiue of tliis agreement. 
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txtcnlof hiskauiinf;; anf*. *•' «tul>M «Hi! frt|n. 

tots fonslantlv ftnplovul, Ih atUM a cr. 4 l tmn»}>i*rrtf «er><Hir.uu! 

reputable Imh totheibnir} ^birh his fmkce^M>r M 
in the Abbe:^. He died w H h aiid s****' <•' b' (».uiniw«, 
or Wairt*n, a naltve of ('^mibmleef u/io, tltoiiiih of hwnbit btitli, 

I ad oiitaused murh renown for Jt aiiartg, ami a*foi(i]ih's/i- 

nici(<' In bis time, an afteiiijit nai ntarii', b\ ttu tinii Bishoji of 
LiiKohi, to n-aisunie tiiat jwiiMiitdon i»ci the 4hbe^> which Jus 
pudteessor Iwd loascukd to ichuquisli; Iiiit fhw was rcjiclled 
with much W'aiu 1h bj the Kinj; liimxelt, who ssas then on 4 sisit 
to the Ahbot, a< conijianied by numerous attendants.* 

Warrtu ditd in 119o, and was leiy little lanuubd b) his 
brethnn, to whom he had behaved with much mtoleranec. He 
bequeathed to his snettssor, John ot tbt I dl, one handled niaiKs, 
for tlie puqiose of rebuilding the ssest fioiit oi the Abbey Cliniih. 
Tins John, havnig studied at Paris, had utuincd to England with 
the re{iatation of being “ a veiy Piistian m grammar, a p< rti ct 
OvkI in poetry; and 111 {diysic, a Galen." Soon alter Ins election, 
he began to apply W.irren’s bequest to its destnieil use, and eoni- 
Mwneed his operations, by caitsiag the amient front to be * torn 
down to tJie ground ,’t even the liard and sohd jiait of it, wheie 
the materials ‘ were of tde, and the mortal iinpeuetrabie. He 
did not, faowcvei, confine bmiself solely to tin u-ionstrurtion of 
the west end, but began to enlarge the fabric ui that dnection; 
and, as (he whole tenor of Matthew Paris’s relation proves, in¬ 
volved 

• The speech of the King is remaikable; its energy for i v er silenced 
the pretensions of the hte of imioln. “ Byihtejevof God,” e\- 
claiincd the inunsed Monaich, ” I was present at the agreement. 
Wbat IV it, my Gird of Lincoln, that you would attempt? Do you 
th’iih these- tlunga were done in secret * I, mvsclf, and tlw most chosen 
men of the realm, were probcnt, and wliat was then done, iv ratified 
by writings the tnoy.^m Mita n'ble, and confirmed by the testimony of 
the nobles. 1 he stmds good, and whoi icr sets himself 

ii^pmbat this J^H^w^Hwonastcry, combats me. V\ hat seek you > 
^Potc!) the of ttmf tsye.” Nctn-omi fimu A^aU. Pain. 

St 

1 A/itrum^^^Mceelttia. noitiec ill tiiiam (bimf- Matt.Paiis, lOlT 
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Yoki'i] iiUusftf, and his Monastery, in muchombarrassftipiit, from 
the magnitude of the jdanonwliiohthc workliadbqrm fomiueiiccd. 
•It is probable, alst), that, during tljc progress of the building, 
some cMisidcrable alterations were nude in the designs first deter¬ 
mined OH, in order that tlie uew parts might assimilate with the 
more ornamental stvie of crdcsiastiral arrhilcetnrc, wliich, ahout 
that eni, was obla'mhig predominance.* Tlw /mndred marks he- 
queatlted by Warren, were eupendetl in a very sliort lime, to?p- 
ther with many more, and that even k fore the new fomuialions 
were raised to the level of the ground. This somewhat liisheart- 
ened the Abbot: and his {leqiJesity was further in reased, when 
he saw that Hugo do CiokiCliT, who svas at the Isead of a bami of 
masons, (CumvHt.irii,) whom Ins Imd hired to carry on the work, 
was adding many minute, yet very e.viieusivc. carvings and orna¬ 
ments: tliis appears to h.ive occasioned some dispute; and the un¬ 
dertaking was for a sliort time abandom:d. 

“ The .\hhot then assigned tJie worit to tlie care of one of the 
bretliieii, named Gilliert de Ewisholt, and imposed an amnwl 
ta\ of one sheaf of corn foi c\-ery acre sown on the .Vbliey estates. 
This l!i\ was lirst lo\ied in tlic third year of Jolm’s govermneut, 
and was roiiUnucd during Im whole life, vvhiciiwas Mwcntecu more, 
and for ten years of his suca ssor's; yet the woik did not advance 
in any manner to administer joy to the old Abbot, but was a con¬ 
stant source of grief and sorrow. He offered many presents of 
gold and s'iier to any jicrson wlio would ti>rward the work, and 
caused this offer to he proclaimed tlironghout all the lands of the 
Abbey, and smne.qf the diocese; and haring sent one./, .phihalus to 
travel about with idics, and pretend, ‘ (hat he liad been raised 
from the dead by the merits of Alban and Ainphibalus, and was 
aWe to give good proof of their miracles/ he collected, by this 
illusion, great sums of moneys but this unfortunate work, ahorbed 
all the mpplkt, just a-, tlic sea draiks up all nbers; and as the* 
sea thereby receives no signs of increase, so tins work received no 

advancemeat.” 


* See the description of Winchester Cathedr*!, and of the Ifop ta'. of 
St. Cross. Beiuties, Vol. Vi. 
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Afifi tlw ilenfh of Kvmholt, llii‘ buHilittf! 
ouce iiion- MisjK'iK/wl; hnl it was a^.uM recoiwnM'iiwd HUflcJ the 
wijjCfjiifciMiiiicp (*f WiHi'iiiu S;%wvt'UK‘, who is iccunlcil to liiivp' 
reoc'urd gvf.it for cattvm^ on tlu' work ; lliotiph its prO' 

gi€ss was still SO slow, that it “ diti not udsaace tsvo f(‘ct in iini'lii 
in anj one soai".” 

Tlic »‘iubHirassuienls oi'iiisioiicd b_\ lliis partial re-const ruction 
and cnlau'cinciit of the Cluirch, were inucb increased b> the ex- 
tortions ot kiiiii .lolui; v hose uiinioiis, c\cu in one year, exacted, 
on diflciciit picfenc’es, no less a .stiin tliau eleven hundred laaiivs. 
Some uMisuierable cxja'iise hail also been incuned by the rebuild- 
ini' of the Refectory, and the Dormitory; the more ancient ones 
having become decayed, and ruinou,. Ahlml John died iu the year 
l‘,’l I, having obtained great reputation for ins dcvotioti ami sanc¬ 
tity; so much so, indeed, that it was recorded of him, that when 
he sang alone, the resjvonses were made by angels! 

William dc Trumpingfon, the sneceeding Abbot, who had ob¬ 
tained !iii» eloctiou by the uifliieuce of a (mwerful relation, was in¬ 
stalled in November, In the following ntiHitfa, King John 

assembled a council of his adborcuts in the Cliapter-lIoose, in or¬ 
der to conceit mcasmes for regaining the authority which he had 
lost by signing the Great Cliartcr. Soon afterwards the Abbot 
was visited by I,ewis, the Dauphin of Fiance, who icijnired him 
to do homage to him as to his lawful Sovcieigu; hut the Abbot 
firmly refusing to comply, Lewis swoie to destroy the Ahliey with 
the town; but his anger heuig softened by the intercession of 
Saver, Earl of Winchester, he consented to delay the exccntioii of 
his vengeance, on the payment of ciglity marks. The town and 
Abbey were again in great danger, early in the rei^i of Henty the 
Tliiid, when Falrasius dc Rient.t with a band of desperate tfbl- 
lowers, committed many acts of atrocity here, and was only in¬ 
duced to leave the place, by a coutribulion of one hundred marks.! 

• At 

Newcome’s Hl«- of St, AlbanN, Vol, 1. p. 9!5; froip'Matt. Paris, 
t ^ Beautiev, \’oI. I. p.'S. 

J This was an ® '*‘*1® previ<jus,ro this, and but a 

short time before |fae.'^p^of King Join, the Abbot had been summoned 

to 
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4t kuwfJi, llu' goveninu’iif hwimiitg more spltlei!, Abbot Wil- 
li.tin (lircc<c<l his attention to Uic Abbey ^'ii’iieh; ami, besides the 
Vom/)/e(ioa ol the west end, (“ iiindhtiz the same, with iu roof 
aiul ar<bes") he iii.ule a geiicrai irfair of the whole fabric. He 
altered the foniis of many of the windows in the .side walls, and 
rejwuecl Hie trauscpl, in.ikingal each end a areat window, “suitalile 
in form, and faslnmi, e-id lisbfing, to the rest about the Clmrcb; 
so that, by the ady'dut.*a:e of Ibis new light, tin* Chinch seemed, 
as it wre. rcbuill.” He also licigliicned the lower, and njost pro¬ 
bably Kiised on it the small spire that is now standing; be.si'les v<i- 
ryiug the flat surfece, on the outside, by a kind of pilast.-r. ex¬ 
tending from the leads, up the middle of each front St. Cuth- 
bert’s in tlie iutetior of tin* edifice, was likewise rdjuilt by 

tins Abbot, of hewn stone; and over it a small Dormitory was 
constriuted. The finely-wrought Screen; which still IxMrs the 
lume ol'St. Cullilierl, and still exhibits the place of .St. CuUibeit’s 
Altar, must also be attributes! to him, as the style of llie workman¬ 
ship demonstrates it to lie of his age. The names of the artists 
recoided to hav® been concerned in these improvemeats, are 
Hichard il« Thydeubaiiger, Treasurer of the Abbey; Matthew de 
(’anibrklge. Keeper of die Abbey Seal; ami Walter de Colchester, 
Sacrist: ll« latter was eminent in sevcial brauclico of art, as ap¬ 
pears fnan Mattlnsv Paiis, who testifies bis cscellence in painting, 
sculpture, an<l carving. Abbot William died on St. Maltliew's 
Day, 12J.'>; but was uot buried till the caleuds of March follow¬ 
ing, in Ollier Uiat his fiineml might be honored by a greater assem¬ 
blage of persons. He was then iuterred in pontifieuULus, hi the 
eeutre of the Chapter-house, with a mitre ou his head, gloies anil 
a ring ou his Irands, his usual staff under bis right arm, and san¬ 
dals oa his feet. This seems to have been the customary mode of 
iiitermeut tor Abbots at that period. 

John of Hertford, the next Abbot, wade several ccntsiderable * 
additions to the Abbdy buildings, and, in particular, erected a 
maguificeut Hall fur tbe eutertahuuent of strausen: several smaller 

chambers 

to attend a general coatiifil at Rome, sad was" i^bliged by the Pope, t* 
pay 100 marks for permluioa to return home' 



wiik itlrnmi * k tki turn ttS ilm i >{u, 

tWriwd iV-fpitiK lirfrrtliwi htrt. #f«#,/(., 


♦kpurled wiiimii ih ,4 

Uraumk. I» M.','. >-'■■ 

'IM ."“I'»• » 

ttU tlmi ihttwmr Imh throu^h^tit mi mpmurtii (ii^m 

t« iuHict <1 }»narfty of tm ptimb* o» all iwnofts wJio 'ihcHil*/ fi8«k 


OF li«nt thFmm without Iheir Hcvnwf hi i‘.iSO, ns llollimlwii 
itcottls, a p*at earthquake wis frit in Jhia tmui, and (^tieiiuiv. 
JoJini of llertfonl (Jirtl »n ^piH, 120*0, haunjf ruled the Mwia>.feij> 
Mill) )nu<h honor, duliti^ a pat'iOii of tweutv five jcais' in the 
pre«*<iiiijs; jear, 133.0, the Aldwj' had lost one of lit most \sislua- 
bie loeiiikTs, the celelwatwl hisioriaH, Matthew Paris. 

Uh* vaomk^ w«|.«Miqrfi<!d by tfie elcctimi of Roger de Norton, 
in whose time St Alban’s Mas pat into a Ibrtifieil slate, and every 
avenne strongly harrrarfoed, in owier tn prevent the ravages ar- 
fohipaHj'tng tl» IferoHi' waist Some tumults, however, arose lu 
die town, rcsqietliog tire Abbey-mills, Mhksh tlie townspeople 
wisljed to apply to the ftdling of cbth, contrary to (he will of the 
Abbot •. these differences were adjusted by lli< mterferenre of the 
Queen; but they bad already {Moved fatal to (Ircgory <le Stokes, 
Constable of Hertford Castle, who rashly eiilernqj the town with 
a tew attcmlants, and behaving with nmeh indisciclion, was seized 

on, 


* 'fhese, if not the vtn/Jlia{, are among the earliest historical no- 
tices, that ocfw m our annab, reputing the tonvtructiwi of cluaimcs 
in tins toumiy. It evia^d^^imfties were formed at St. Alban's, 
even prior to dwnbtdby Lilaijd, as exinmg at 

Bolton ( astle, in 1®|H|^Prhw Castle built by Richard le 
Si.rope, 1 etweonJ^re|jlHP’l't and i31!9; but the 'dtunnies in this 
Abbt7 have an dUHHrby at least tweiw^ years. 

t t'hai'IIPI HWrlcalAftuqatktof Ilmfotdll^ire, p.44l. 
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widi tli fais ibtlowen; and tbeir heads tn^ing 
|)olcs, were set ap at the difereiit entrances of the town. 

Ibis utdrage, the iidhal^tants wete anterced in die sum of one 
hundred marks. Daring the timn of tliis Abbot, the Infirmary 
was retiiiili: and the Church and Monastery were addition¬ 
ally eiuheilisheii at murh cost; tlie dii&iefit chambers were al^ 
reud««d iiKHte eonveaicul, hy die congtructiou of chimnies and 
ciosels. He died in and »as interred before die Iligli Altar. 

ioliR c/f Bt-rUiarasted, tbe Iwenty-fiftfi aud succeeding Abbot, 
was engaged m di imtra and compromises with the 

rrowsi, fei^iectiug the claiim and piwilegesof .i,t Chiirdi: on 
ditfomst oramom, he »m (>m>i/elled to imy comiderable sums; 
<«»t irngd) nuocessfui to obthiudog a cltarter of cois^rmation 
from die King, (Edward the Eind,) of all tlie former grants dial 
bad hoen made by his royal predecessors. He died in 1301, and 
was suroeeded bydohn Maryus; cooomuog dm events of whose 
gosennuept, nudiing of particular in^rt has been recorded: on 
his death, m Marcii, l!i08, he was hurted near the body of the 
last Ahhittt, faefose dte High .Utar. 

Hugo de Etwrsden, the uei^ ,4td»«t, was imolved in many oemten- 
tious with the hownaineu, «s to what pmsleges tlie luttsw had a right 
to cssercise htdepeudealiy of his will. In foci, tlie liberties of tiiepeo- 
jde were tie^pni at this }<eriod to be better wuderstood than fonnOiiy $ 
Knd die ciahnswiiich wenc «s«ry where enforced against the Church, 
were little mure than a resumption ofoatund rights. They were, 
however, rtrongly contested; amt mmiy disorders were committed 
before die one pai% was sidiiciendy strong to oblige compliance, 
or die other sntficwirtly wasoaabke to nejtinqutsh claims winch pre- 
scriptioq itad iievoied, wud the law uHewed. Hugo was twice 
besH^Bdin fa» Abbey, aod each time during several days, to com- 
|ieii him to s%o a oltaifor, graiithig hherty to' the uihabilantsto 
return dteir own Ruigestesfo INKameat, to grind dieir own s^an, * 
to«egul4te dte asswe of 4e hvtive mew ctios^ifi^ 

among themselves, and <to ao^r aU pleas hud ia^sitioas before 
die iiiuexai^ justioe^ liy a |wy of towaiphpn, friwe conjvwtione 
fonitsccopim^} W^tbaut <tbc admintnre of persoitt fjrom a dhforeut 
Vt3@-. W&t.isos. -D . Wage. 
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vii'i.iaifo. Thfisc claiint wcrp Mwiuomly rt*sisf«l by the Abbot; 
but tlio inlmbitants sucrecclcd in obtaininc the King’s niit, rOm- 
nwmlintr him to pl.ire all the lilnifies, piivilegcs, and Iranchist*'?,' 
of tin* town, on the same establislmieiit as was recorded in Uonies- 
tlay Book. This was the prelmlc to a uioie complete confession 
on t!ie pait of the Abitof, who, at kiigUi, was prevailed onto 
sign a deed, by wbiib mtain limits, that had bet*n previously 
agK'tdoii, were roiisUtut* d the boundaries of the, borough; and 
all tlic leneiuculs svitliin the said limits were made burgagis; and 
ail tlic inhabitants advmiccd to the rank of bnrgesses, with full 
powers, to tlu>ir heirs and sueccssors, to return two representa- 
ti\e.s to every Pailiansont. The signing of this instrument was 
strongly opposed liv the Arrhdeaeou, ami the whole body of the 
Monks: but oil ibe Abbot representing to lliem the danger 
to wbkli Ibey would be csjwsed, by ofleiuling the King, they 
at length gave their eoiisent, but not Ijefore they had entered 
a solemn protestation against the act. The beautiful, but now 
shametuily neglected, Chapel of Our foidy, was built during tin- 
Abbacy of Hugo, who was asasied iu defraying the expense, by 
very liberal gifte from Reg^ualdus, an .Advocate in the Court ot 
Rome, but of this tow it; and likewise liy large sums from Walter 
dc Langley, and Alii'ia, bis wife. The name of William Boydeii 
is recordetl as the jiriocipal arrbitcct. Hugo died in 1326, very 
little lamented by bis brethren; Jiis concessions m lav or of geno- 
lal liiieity bavim; alienated their esteem. He left the Abbey 
fousideiably in debt; aiising in some dcgiec, petitaps, fiom Ibe 
< barges mruri cd by the erection of the Chapel of the Virgin. 

Richard de V\ alliiigford, the succeeding Abbot, was the son of 
a blacksinilh. Having lost his parents at an early age, be was 
noticed for his docility by the Pmr of Wallingford, who sent him 
to Oxford, where he very ^j^ttained consMerable reputation 
for his piety tuid learnin^ra^Bihs then admitted a monk at St. 
Alban's; and, on thedc^^^yigo, was chosen to succeed him; 
but before lie could gefflyiBlffmatiolt from the Pope, was obliged 
to swear on the that he Would pay the sum of 840 

marks, on a prctei|Pd daim of arrets fiif ibe ^^^penses of a visi¬ 
tation. 
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f itioit. lilts \hhol was a ^ery Murcssful ilt'fond'j of Iho <Ulmn 
«t Ins (limtli, .Hid, liy nw policy of Ids condiut, oblaiued fiom 
‘ till' l.iuiis |«o,iI(’, .1 fortit d fctimiidcr ofall llie piiMlcncs llicy li<td 
wioslpil fioin 11 h"o (!('IwVPrsdi'ti, toscthpr willi all tlicir di.iitcr*. 
and rccoxls ol w tialevor kaitl. 1 lo tilt'd in l ! r», anil was intiwil 
iit.ir liis iiiiinetli.dc predoof.isoi'', Walliiiclord nas a pioficic'iil hi 
most of tlip lifioral tttioiuts, .inti w.ls also a scry p\cfllciit nieclm- 
iiic He eoiisUufttd an astio.ioniital ciork, called Albion, ot 
wimli Lel.Uid "ises Ihe (ollowin'j intoiestiim desetipfion, ])ai11y 
•liann up from an insp-etioii ol die clock itself, and )Milly deiired 
tioin a tract toncindnn it wlii li IN.illii'^foid Iiad nriftei), and 
sihkli f^'tand luul seen in llielilirary of Claie Hail, at Cainbnclfte. 
'* Willinf',” sa\s our author, siieahinji of the 4hhot, “ to give a 
ininicnlonspioof ot Ids genius, of li s learning, and of Ids inaiinal 
ojierations, with gre.it laboot, greafet exjiense, and leiy great 
ail, he formed such a lahric of a (lock, ilvai all Euntpe, in iny 
opinion, mnmtt Auk,' oik tnn second to it; whether you note t/ic 
coui.>t of flu sun uihl moon, or the Jiicd staf^; and whether 
you coTifiticr, again, the tncmiic or decpea$c of the mt, or 
fill lines, With the .Cg'.'M and demonilrationi, tilniost injtnikip 
tlieersifrd. and when lie had etinipleted a work P «/y tioir/iy of 
intnir rlttlth/, lie wiote aiel pnhlniud in a hook, as he was the fety 
di si oj till thi iiiiuli n itHiuns of ti,s .i/ne, a set of canons, lest so 
fine a piece of met h.iuisni shouh! he loweied in the erroneous opi¬ 
nion of die monk-, oi should he stoppid in its iiwwemeiils from 
their iguurancf ill iheouhr of its -tiucture."i 

Michael de MeofuiOM', the suet wling Mihot, niatle many new 
lognlations fer the Iretler govcinnifiit ol his Mouautery. he also 
lepaired the south paft of the transept, (hcioofof which, with 

D 2 part 

* Many instance* of «:|milar eiwctioii occijr iO the unnals of the Ab-* 
hots j and. In fact, the^ po^essors ef the Papal Sec appear to have 
seized with aridity every ppportmiiiy that <;oui4 fhrnish them with a 
pretence for extorting, pioiwy. 

t lailand dc l^rlp. Brit.' (04, 405; as translated by Whitaker, Ilirt. 
of St. Geriten’s, \'oI. II. p. 340. . 
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part of the wall, having been rotted by the wet, had fallen timing 
the time of Hugo de Eversden. He died in the year 1349, « 

Wm to the dreadful jwstilence that was then tiaiking its course with 
destrartion over the greatest part of the globe * The Prior, 
Prior, and many of tlie inmates of the Monasteiy, died at the same 
)icriod, and of the same virulent disease. 

Thomas De l.i Mme, the thirtietit 4bhot, son of Sir John De la 
Male, Kilt, and Joanna, daughter of % John dt Harjwficld, Knt. 
Was related to many illusbrious lumihes; and had Ihi n admitted 
Into this 4bt»ey when a youth. lie comiuemed his studies at the 
Cell of Wymondham, in Norfolk, where lie lulthated the art of 
iliefonc with such siiecoss, that his skill lb«r< m was a |rriiKipal 
raiisi of his fiitufe advanremelit. For some years pievioiis to the 
death of Mentmorc, he had lieen Prior of the Cell at Tiiimoutli, 
m Nordiumhtrlaud; and in that utualiun had entertained the 
Siottisli Eail Douglas, after the latter had been maile prisoner at 
the battle of Neville’s Cross. De la Mare was in liigii favor with 
Edvvatd tlie Hiird; mul at Ids lectucst, made a general visitation 
of the Benedictine Monasteries throughout the kingdom, with a 
vuw to lorrect the iiregulaiilics, fciid depravities, into which ma¬ 
ny of fliem had iallen. Uiidei a license from the same King, ho 
also sUrromidcd the Abbey uilh a ''tone wall, in plareof the aneieut 
b<mk of earth which had inclosed the Abla-y pieciiirts, but wliich, 
ou several occasions, had proved an iiisutheient liaiiiei. 

The insiirrectiou whlrti btokc Out in the fomth year Of Richard 
the Second, and under those popular leadeis, VVat l^ler, ami 
Jack Straw, threatened a complete subversioii of all epsUiig estu- 
blislmients, proved a fruitful source of danger to this Abbey; but 
the prudence of the Abliof, iiMjpaHi|)lyiug with the demands of the 
insui-gciits before they pro^pi^d to extremities, djected its secu¬ 
rity, 

•* The date (f 343).^yWl^^Weevcr iji hi» epitaph for this Abbot, i» 
erroneous} though explicitly copied both by Chdmey and 

by Salmon: the corrected, will read thus: 

l&lt tacit pafltpiKi {^ichaef, auonhant Sthbagliuttiili^Ras* 

tnu in^^otoBia, gutbfdftifilllicltltwi^llcio 

«», 0 if 
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rity. Many of tbo*p demands., mdetHl, wen'intljeroselvesjTcifitt- 
ly consonant with e\cry principle of icasou and of justice; yet, be- 
inif intermingled with otliers of a mote {ptestiorwhlc nature, and 
with some, periiapu, undeniably hostile to the scry Irasis of social 
intercouise, they assumed a form and tcstuie but ill talcuUtcd to 
support the durability to wbich they loirl cliini, 'Fltc i ontagion 
liad widely «pr<tad, and the uilmbilttnts oji most of the manors be¬ 
longing to the Abbey, jnrt in llictr tcjK*clJ\e claims to partkalar or 
to geneial eseiiiptioiis. _ In the then state of the kingdom, denial 
was in the highest rlegrce dangerous; yet the boons thus extorted, 
were of little advantage to the poioK’ssrirs; tor the principal inal- 
(ontents having fallen, either on the scaftblfl, or in the held, the 
King issued a prodamafion, commanding that all persons, whctluu 
Imud or fi-ee, who owed any suit ot set vice to the \bhot and Con¬ 
vent, should perform the same in the customary manner, under 
imiii of forfeiture “ of all that they had to lose," besirles being .su)}- 
Jecled to fortljcr punisfiment. So great, hoivever, had been the 
disorders ui this town, th 4 t Eicliard thought it expedient to attend 
the trial of the rinaluadcr* in |>eison, and came liither vtith the 
Chief Justice, IVesilian, and a guard of lUOU bowmen and sol¬ 
diers. Fiikeu or eighteen of those who were considered as the 
chief rioters, were executed; and afleiwatds hung iudiaurs, /» 
tervoretn. Still fuither to prevent any futme commotion, the King 
obligert “ all the lommons of the county," between the ages of 
hfleen and tlircn.* score, to attend him in the great court of the 
Abbey, to wke oath to behave asiaifliful subject', 

and neVt^'^Ut tbgt Upte, pr rise or disturb the public peace; but 
rulher to ^ fJian to follmv tlmse vvlio would eraiitg thciP to 
rcbeUioa.* 

De la Marc is recorded to have expended 40001. to adorning 
Ins Church; but it is probable that the exjreuse of re-buiidiug the , 
great gate of the Abbey, wh^rh had been blown down by a violent 
bigb wuMlf is indgdod in Uiis sum. He aim buiijt a Louse for 
U«! copyists, 9 ftd new paved the western jrart of the Church. Ijfe 
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noUirMheiJ, Vul. il. p. 438. 
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died in the year 1396, at tlie age of ciglily-eigld-, and was buric(i 
ia the Choir, habited in his best aa<l ridiest vestments. The spot ^ 
of his internuait is yet pointed out by a large slab, inlaid with 
tine brasses. In his time, tbe service of the C’lmrcli ap(>oar* 
to have been in the very zenitb of its splendour: the habiliments 
were of the most costly and gorgeous kiiu); the cups, and other 
vessels, were of gold, or silver, curiously wrought; the crosses 
were sgt with the most preeions .stones; the altars well furnished 
witii rich vials and pafines; andj in short, every metliod was em¬ 
ployed to render the celebration of dhiiie worsliij) attractive hy its 
brilliancy, and impressive from its magnifjeeiue. 

John De la Moote, the succeeding Abbot, obtained \ arions new 
priyilegies for Ins Mouasteiy, froin the court of Rome. lie con¬ 
structed a new chamber for the Abbot, at an csitcnse of more 
than Coo marks, rc-lmilt part of the cloisters, and increased the 
monastic buildings by other additions. Variotrs edifices went also 
constructed under his direction, on many of the granges and ma¬ 
nors belonging to tbe. Abb^yj and the mansion of the Abbots at 
Tittenbanger was begun by liini, though it was not completely 
finislied till the time of John of Whethainsted. In this boicse 
Dc la Moote was seized with a pleurisy, and being removed to bis 
Abbey, be died there three days atterwards, on St, Martin’s Day, 
1400.* ilis successor, William de Ileyworth, governed the Mo- 

pastery 


^ In die time of John De la Moote, the Abbots of Westtninster attempt¬ 
ed toassurae the uppermost seat in Farli-iment, contrary to the grant of 
precedence made by Pope Adrian the Fouftli to Robert de (jorhain, 
Abbot of St».,Alban’s and these ^^mpts being frequently repeated, 
were eventually suctc'sful, ayrtWwtrbra ihcregi«crof these tran- 
sactibns made by John of \|M MM yi;^te id ; this is given by Newcome, 
in fhe following word»,j^ffl^^^ ni^n of Richard the Second, who 
was a great promoter ot \\ estminstcr, the Parliament then 

sitting, John Moote, jM/jK Abbot of St. Alban's, took his proper 
seats'viz. the first ^JHIferniosi. T he Abbot of Westminsior coming 
iq latp, mado to tit m that place, btit was hindered by 

Moote j 


♦ See page, .^3. 
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iwstei-y with much prudence till the year 1421, wlien he resigned 
his office on being promoted to the See of Lichfield., 

' John of Whethamsted, who was chosen Abbot on the death 
of Heywortli, very early directed his attention to the state of the 
Abbey Church; and, by his influence with the great, procured 
some targe sums towards putting it into repair, and furnishing it 
with additional omanicnts. Tiic nave of the Church was new ceil¬ 
ed and painted; the choir was repaired, and a neat Chapel erected 
in it for the Abbot’s Imrial-placc: the Cbape! of the Virgin was 
also fiesh painted, and farther embellished; the cloisters were new 
glazed, with painted or stained glass, representing a series of sub¬ 
jects from .Srripture llistd^’: the Bake-honse, which Abbot Paul 
bad left standing, was rc-built, together with the Infinnary: a new 
Library was constructed; and various other improvenieuts were 
made in the monastic edifices. The l)eaufiful moiuuncnt, in me¬ 
mory of Uumplirey, Duke of f Jlocestcr, was also constructed dur- 

D 4 ' iiig 

Mooie; and this attempt wai repeated many times after, and as often 
repulsed by Moote, and Westminster took another seat. But one day, 
Moote being absent, and fils place supplied by his Prior, Westminster 
came, and a great dispute arose; the Abbot claiming, Uie Prior defend¬ 
ing. Henry, Earl of Northumberland, perhaps, on relercnce to him, 
said, that ‘ the late Abbot, Thomas De la iMare, of St. Alban’s, who 
died in 13‘J0, having been absent for ten years by reason of infirmity, had 
lost all right, and that others had sat above him ad libitum.' The Prior 
appealed,?^®:the l/jrds who had seen these things ten years before; and 
these the Duke of Buckingham, the Lxird Scropc, and William 

de Wykehatt. 'I'hese noble Lords, unwilling to ofiend the King; by de¬ 
termining against the Abbot of Westminster, referred it to his Majesty, 
with a request that he would save harmless all the rights, privileges, 
and immunities, of his ancient and royal Monastery of St. Alban. 'Jbe 
King decreed, that the two Abbotsishtmld take tlfe seat, alternately,, 
day by day t but the Abbot of St. Alban, being'often absent,' by reaso.s 
of distance, wid Westminster being near atv^ndi fife took the advan- 
tage, abdE-seated himself at pleasure; and Sviliiam Hey worth, who 
succeeded Meotc, ,contefl|jng himself with a consciousness of having most 
leanoingi never asserted^ ancient right, nor moved the questic® more,” 

flUt, 





U,e ehfiaot ^rem aha, »}ach sep^irM8 tlie I ^ 

itytayi was designed and begun under ba dkvetkHi, as Imsittua are 
cdrVed ou it over tiie Hoorwaj*. 

The liinitstioiisj enaeted hy the Statute of Mortmain, had pi®* 
Rented this Cluirdt, in eoniinou with aii others, I'rom beoefilinjif 
80 nmth by the gifts of Ure desout, tire ostentatious, or the re¬ 
pentant, as it had done previously to the pasdng of that Statute. 
The desire of ecclesiastics to increase their possessknis was, how¬ 
ever, still ardent; and various subterfuges were practised, to prevent 
the penalties of the law from being enforced on the estates timt 
yet coiitiuued to be ^ven. Wln'lhamstcd apju>ars to have Irecn 
engaged in some transactions of this detcriptinii; and though, by 
a subtle ]>oliry, he had procured grants from the Ctuwn of all the 
prv)|)erty thus acquired, he found it expedient to solicit the Iloval 
paixion: this wiis grnnietl, and <s>nfimted by the Parliament, and 
•by a most singular kind of jdmiseology, it indmles a coinplete 
indemnity for many of the worst crimes that dkgrate human nature; 
crimes tOo, wiiicli there is every reason to Iwlieve the Abbot never 
had ill cooteiiiplatioii.*' Shortly afterwartk, (.inno 1410,) the ap- 
proarhing troubles of the stale, and Ihe reverw of fortune, which 
seemed iuqicndiug over his best friaid, Humphrey, Duke of Glo- 

cesler. 


This pardon was obtained in the twentieth year of Henry the 
Sixth: its tcnoi n as follows. “ We luve pirdoncd unto tlie »anl John, 
Abbot of St, .Alban's, the suit of out peace, w Inch bcKmgs unto us, against , 
him, for all treasons, muiUcr-., rapes, rebcllioiis, insuntt lions, felonies, 
conspiracies, and other transgresaions, extortions, mispiisions, ignorances, 
contempts, concealments, and dettptions, by him in anywise perpe¬ 
trated before the 22cd. of September, in the iwcntitth year of our reign, 
and also any outlawry that shall itoc been published against him on 
those occasions. Provided, nev^^IlK^IciS, the said Abbot appear not to 
be conversant in,the mystery ^coining, nor bo a multiplier of coin¬ 
age, nor a clipper of our monby, tior a toroiuon approver, nor a noto¬ 
rious thief, nor a felo% wltSf^iljad abjured the icalm ; but so that he 
stand reclvs in curiu msir^^^ny one should qucstiun him in the pte- 
mlssesi" Newcome's d?#', Atbidi's, p, bJi. 
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tester, induced Wbethamsted to and this he did, though 

contrary to the jwtHjmsioiw of .ill his monastic brethren. 

7'be next Abbot ms John Stoke, of whom little h ret onkd, ' 
but that Ik held the privik-gts ot*tIie.\l)bey with afreble hand, and 
suffered iti> pom-ssioiis to lie H-asted bv the infrrior inmates. In bn 
lime, tlie Duke of Glocester died, tmt witiioot strong susjncions of 
liolciicc, mid was interred in the Abbey Church, in dK‘ vault wliere 
a few of his Iwmes may vet be seen by the carious visitant. On 
tlic death of Stoke, in 14 51, Wlmthamirted iras again made 
Abbot, and continued to govern ll»e Mmtasteiy witli evempiary 
ibscrelioD till the year vtiirn be also experiemed the com- 
raou fate ot all nmukind. 'Ha perknl of his second rule was that 
cxeiilful cm, whidi of every other, perhaps, that occurred daring 
die disastrous sfiwggle between the houses of York and Lancaster, 
was most deeply siiadod with human blood. Two battles were 
fought ill this town by the rival ptrtimus, and both of them 
weie csfrouieh sanguiti.iry. 

'J'ln liist battle of St. Allian’s was fought on the twenty-third 
of Mav, 1155.* the King himself, the nieek-spiHtcd Henry the 
Sixth, lieiiig present. This ill fated Prince, who, fipm tlnj ro- 
cesses of Ins licart, could exclaim, ‘ that he had lUIlen upon erfl 
days,' li.i(l set out liom the Metrojiolis with almut 2000 men, ap- 
p.ireiitly with the desiyi of inipdltig the piogrcss of the Dtdie of 
\oik, who was m.udiuig fimn the north, accompauied by the 
L.siK of Warwick and Salisbuiy, and a Imdy of alwut 3000baidy 
soldiers. Tlie Duke, who had not yet advanced his claun to the 
Throne, eiHampcd on the ead side of die town, In Kiy-field; 
while the King oecnpieti the town itself, and fi\e<l his standard at 
a spot called Goselow, in St, Peter’s Street. The avowed jiurfiosc 
of the Ytirkists, was to seixe, and bring to trial, Edmund Beau¬ 
fort. Duke of Soint*rset, who had hem iiupeached of»tn’ 3 sou by 
the House of Coinnions, and committed to the I'ower, but w.is 

ailciwards 

' ChaiinCy has erroncouitly assigned die date M45, for the year m 
which this bitile W. 1 S fon^if; sci. Hut. of Her!*, p. iiOf he h.iv also 
m ide vanois ciror in riietimes of the a«e^>lion, &c. ol tfic Abbots. 
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afJfjwards lolca'Otl in despite ot tlic inijW’aclunciif, bj' tlic iiiilu- 
cnce ol' llip Queeti, Rlarparet of Anjou. 

When tlie King, as appears from I lollinsbet!. heard of tlif 
Duke’s appioach, he sent the Duke of Itiukinghain, Milli “nine 
other noblemen, to uii|uire the reason of Ins roniing in llwt hostile 
manner. The Dnke answoret! that, ‘he and his ariii) ncte the 
Knig’s faitlitul l.ege subjects, ami intended no barm to liis Majests ; 
but oiiK <iesiic‘l that he would dehuu tip tlie Duke of Somerset, 
who had lost Normandj, taken no eaie to pteserve (i.iseoigue, 
and had biou.ht the realm into its pies* nl miserahle condition 
they would then return to tlieir couiitrk's, w ithont trouble or breai h 
cd'peate; olherwi.se thej wouW laliicr the in the fuId, Ilian sulFu 
a continuance of this grievance.' 

As the Duke of Somej.set was then with the King, and was him¬ 
self at the head oi the Koyal covineils, this demand was not ae- 
eeded to; and both jiairtits prepared to tiy tlnsr stieagth in 
hattk. The bariieis of the town steie well lieiendcd Its t!ie 
Koswlists; and tlie assault matic on the side next St. Petci’s Stieet, 
b\ the Duke of Yoik, pioved misitfcessful; till the K.n 1 of Wat« k k, 
with a chosen hand, forced an adrauee on the gaideu side, in 
Ilohweli Street ; aud, bj the tenor of his name, his soldiers shout¬ 
ing, ‘A^\arwi<k! aWarwkk!’ and the vigor of his onset, obliged 
his opponents to gise way. Thus aided, tlie Duke was enabled 
to overpower the force ojtjKtseil to him at tlie bairiers; and, after 
a sJiort, hilt sanguinary, couflirt in tlie stieets of the town, the 
Royal anny was defeated. The King himself, lK>ing entirely de¬ 
serted, and womided in the neck with an arrow, took refuge in a 
small house, or cottage, where he was afterwards discovered by 
the Duke of York, aud by him coiujueted to the Abbey. The 
slain on the King’s part ainount^to about 800: among Uiem were 
the Duke of Somerset, tlie of Stafford anti Northumber¬ 
land, John Lortl Clifford, ^ Robert Vt're, Sir Bertin EnIwyseJ, 
Sir William CiiamlHirk|t)v Rkbard rorteseuc, and Sit Ralph 
Ferrers, Knts, hysifkte j^ny estjuiies and gentlemen. About 
<)U0 of the Yorkists Ae kilkd not any person of distinction, 
however, is recorde(Wa have fallen on this side, The bodies of 
S2 the 
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sLiJn wet(‘ fflfwtlj iiitfrted at PcR-r’s; Imf thow iif tlipprit!- 
fipul jioi»I»>.s weie, at tlie iuUm>s->ioii onMicthaiupsI**.!*!, iccciud 
Into ll«‘ Abbey Clmreli; and, after their obsequies had been so-‘ 
leniiily |H'rfbrnie<!, they were interred in tlie Cbajjel of tlie 
'I’liat the Kins: had not at fiist soui'ht lefugc in the Abbey, was 
eonsideied as a forlnnatc oemrrcnce, sh in Hat cme it was sup- 
postd if wmdd Iiase been pUiiideied, as the town was, by the 
victorious jmrfy. 

Tlie second battle of St. Alban’s was foU!>ht on Shrove Tiiesilay, 
the Mwenteenth of I'ebmary, Ubl. Tlie Duke of York had l>eeu 
lei I nth defeated and slain at \\ ikefieltl, in YorWuie; but bis 
ilaims to einiMie, wbicb the i'ailianieiit bad admittcii, dcvolviuj 
on ills son Kdwaid, Lirl of March, viereiiowasseitcd with adiJi- 
liomi! velieniente. The administration of fjovemment was stiU 
caiiKHl on in the name of Henry the Sixtli, but as lie was a mere 
instiumenl in the liands of the Yoiki.sfs* bis high spiiited Qikcu 
einplov’oil every means in her power to regain her tost autho¬ 
rity, and to rescue her weak partner from bondage. Her suc- 
eeis at the h.ittle of Wakefield had insjjircd her with fina 
hojies of an eventual tuunifdi; and she advanewl towards tlie Me- 
tiojiolis, wlieie the Earl of W'aivvifk govenied in the absence of 
tlie Eiul of Man'll, who wa.s then reciuitiug his array in Wales. 
Warwick, having leceived intelligence of her advance, quitted 
I.ondoii with a stiong force, carrying the King with him. Oa 
amving at St. Alhau’s, he found that the Queen’s army had 
taken post on Bernard Heath, on the north-east side of the 
town; and his furies weie quickly attacked by a strong parly, 
which advancing to the market-place, was there repulsed, and 
driven back on Uie main body. The figlit lliiai becnine more gene¬ 
ral, and the Yorkists for some time maintained tiicir advantage; 
but the vail not being piojierly suppoiteil, either from want of 
skill, or treachery, on the part of an mfetiorodietT, was at length 
obliged to give way; and the panic qjreadiiig tliiough all the laiiks, 
Marg.irct obtained a complete victory. Between two and thicc 
thousand of W’arwick’s army were slain; one of whom, Sir John 
(prey, of Grob), first husband to EiiaalHiUi Widville, hail been 

Liiigbted 



Co 


msrmxBsmiiK. 


knighted hy the King, at CJolncy, ihe pu'ceding day. Wanvick 
fled to the £»! of Mairh: tlie other noblemen, that fought on 
his ^e, dispersed in dHTerent duections, except the Lord Boiin- 
sille, and Sir Thomas Kyriell, who remained wkli the King on as¬ 
surance of safety; but tiiey were afterwards belicaded l)y tlie 
Queen's order. 

“ When the King was in a manner left alone, without any 
guard, Thomas lloo, Esq. a man well learned in languages, and 
well read in the law, advised tlie King to send a messenger to Uie 
Northern Lonis, and let them know, that ‘ he would gladly come 
to them; for he knew they were Ids friends, and met to serve him ’ 
The King approving it, sq>pointed him to cany the message, ssho 
Aral delivered it to tlie Earl of Kortliiiinlverland, and returning 
Lack to the King, brought seveial Lords with him. lliey con- 
veyetl the King first to the Lord ClriFonl’s lent, that stood next to 
the place wheie the King's army had encamped. Tliey then 
brought the Queen, andliersou, Prince Edw’aid, to him, whom 
he joyfully received, einbracuig, and kisdug them, ami thanking 
Cod, who had wsloied his only son to his jH>sses.‘ioii. The Queen 
caused him to dubb the Prince a Knight, with Uiiity other |Mr- 
sons, which the day before bad fought valiantly on i.er pait. then 
they went to tlic Abbey, where tlie Abbot and Monks teieiwd 
them with hymns and songs, brought Uiem to the high altar, then 
to the shrine, ami thence conveyed them to the vhamber in whu it 
the King was wont to Imlge. The Abbot moved the King and 
Queen to restrain tlie northern men (of whom the Quecu’s army 
was chiefly eomposedy from BpoUhig the town; and prociumainati 
was made to that effect; but it availed nothing; for tli^Queen 
had covenanted with them, that they should have the piandcr and 
spoil of thdr enemies after they bad passed the riwlr IVeut, awl 
they spared not any thing that tiiey found that was’fil &r them to 
carry away."* the ravages thus eommifted, were tins piineipal 
causes of tfic subi^wmt ill success of the Queen; for many wdio 
had been incUned to aflUttd her assistance, now begun to waver, 

ami 
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ail'd held back, lest they dioald Ihemselvcs roiUributt! to the ex» 
tension of the rapine which marked this period of tlie civil war 
tt'ith more than its accustomed calamities* Ttie rapid aj^roach 
of the Earl of March, and the evident dynclination of the Lon- 
iloiiers to aid her progress, again induccrl her to retreat to the 
north; and she quitted St Alban’s a few da\s after ttic battle. 

liiariy in the following mouth, the Earl of March was prodaini- 
td King, hy the style and title of Edward the Fourth. He had 
previously made an ap])eul to the jMSoplc, whom be had caused to 
h<‘ :is<.piiibh’d round hkii for the purpose in St. John's Fields; and 
ll«> {Kpular voice Inihig confitiiied liy an asscmld^ of llie m«»t 
divtiuguished {teisonages thep te>»ident in Iiondon aitd its vicinity, 
he inounlcd flie tiirone. The battle of Towton, however, was 
still to he fliiight; yet even here, the star of his fortune obtained 
till* astendauey, and he became folly posses>ed of sovereign power. 
In a subsequent parliament, a genend bill of uttainder w:is |»assod 
ag.iinsl tlie chiefe of the Ltmeastrians, fheir estates were seired, 
and till It persons proscribed. Even the {wMssions of some of 
those who were now no more, but who, when living, Iiad favored 
the Laiirastrian interest, were ailjudged to be forfeited to tbe 
('lowu. Among die estateshududed l»y lliis ordinance, was “ llic 
i’liory of IVmlnoKe, with ail its lands, rents, goods, and appurte¬ 
nances," which had been given to the Abbey of St. Aibau by 
Humphrey, Duke of Glocesfer. To prevent the n^utnption, 
Aiihot Whefhamsted had a hill brought into tbe l’p|>er House, 
aud hy the inthience of Geoigc Neville, Bidiop of Eseter, wlio 
was then Cliaiicellnr, his claim was admitted; »nd ou the twenty- 
second of December, in the same year, G-lb'l,) the King c«mhrin- 
ei), by hb letters patent, tlie said Prioiy, and ail its depe<>deneics, 
to the Abbot uiul his auccessors tbr<ever. This was not the only 
favor which the address of Wfaclhamsted procimed for iiis Mo- 
iKistcry from'the new Sovereign, to Whom, in the ensuing ycar^ be 
picseiiteS A petition on tlie imimverishfetl state of'die Abbey, the 
revenues df vihidi liad motli decreased through the diihractions of 
the times. 'Hie King, having taken the petition mto consideration, 
granted a new charter Ctf privileges, by whicli rile cIvH power of 
1 the 
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•f “ V^■c.‘' says ihe KJin;, in tlio woi Js of.tlw rlvd U-r, “ being willing 
to succour the said Abbey, and all the possessions thereof, as much as in 
us lies, and all the posstsisions to maintain and support, and rather to 
augment than diminish j and also for the inward devotion which we bear 
and have for that glorfous martyr, St. Alban, to whose honor ilu: Church 
is dedicated, being willing to adorn the said Abbey with divers Iiht rties, 
franchises, priyikges, and immunities, of our special grnt e, and to the 
honor of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ; the Holy .Mary, his mother; of 
the s;iid St. Alban; and of all the Heavenly court; liave granted, and 
by'this our present charter, do grant, f r us and our heirs, as far as in 
ui lies, to Cod and the ^iburch of St. Alban, to our beloved iu Ciiriu, 
JoHK, now Abbot, and the Convent of the same pl.ice, and to their 
successors for ever, tliat they shaH have cognizance of all, and all man¬ 
ner of pleas, arising or touching of lands or tenements, within their towns 
of Si. Alban, Barnet, and Watford, and also the hundred of (Jaisho, and 
all tiieir whole liberty^ of St. Albant and also of assizes of novel-disnei'iii, 
mort-anccstor, certificates and attaints of the said lands and tenement-, 
as hefoie us and our heirs, our justices, and those of our heirs assigned, 
to take assizes in our county of Hertford, Middlesex, or elsewhere, ta¬ 
ken, or to be taken, arrained, or to be arraiiied, or other our justices, or 
of our heirs, begun, or to be begun; and also of attaints, debts, ar- 
compts, trespasses, covins, contempts, dcceipts, and of all oilier wbat- 
soever.plcas and plaints, real, personal^ or mixt, and pleas ot the Cf wen, 
■within the towns^' hundred, and liberty, aforesaid, any manner of w,ay 
arising, or henceforward to arise; whereof the cegnizauce of the same, 
or of any of them, to us or our heirs, or to'bur courts, or of our heir^ 
doth belong,' or in any manner of wise, ought, by the aforc^uid Abbot 
and Convent,-and their *ucces«er|j or their attorney or attorneys in this 
behalf, before such justices, to time; as the case shall require, 

to be ctiaiicngcd, and liefoi jiu i i pfiCi'i ml of the said Ablxit and Con¬ 
vent for tlie time being, town of St. Aiban, or elicwhcrc 

within tlie liberty afofCS||^^Ww.here it shall please them, to be holden 
and determinedi' A^^pt'live said Stev^atds'so for the time being, 
shall hear anil detgg|Hprall and singular, the said things; according to 
the exigency of tviihin the said town of St. Alban, or clse- 

whe'ic 
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Sliiiitiv llii- -i'nim}' of tills rliartiT, \\lH'tli<im-t<'(l died, 
uinl w<is sill u I liv'd !is \\ ilti.uii AIImii;*' <>( ss Iiom* "<»M>rnnunit not 
Sill iii'i u stiji;; jiiitii iil.tis . 111 'm-vokIu). Hi'tlutl fii J l-PO'; and 

till'I’ixii. «.!'I fid'.i’fi Ids'iiv(f'-M)r. In |jh 
litiif fin in'iititiliil S til'll ill liic liii'fi ill* T v.rts fiiijiJici}, at the ex- 
jiciM' ot’ 1 lUO m.iilis. hut fill' most idij'oilaiif I'veiif, pi'iliaps, fluit 
ori'iined iimlcr l>i> uili', m.u iIh' iiitroductjuii into the Monastery, of 
the lilt ofpiinlinjr with fusiU' iMf'. "hiih hut a few jears lutore, 
Ji.id been h oupiit into niiglattd hj Caxton. The liist iKiok printed 
hen w.i-> .1 s'n.ill ipuifo, lienriii^ thcfolloixiii" title; ‘iJ/.iioi n // nm a 
Fiiitiii I uhr. fii/l. lit Sainni, ord. M,mirum. Imjh u.’', Viliam Si. 
Alham! 1 IMi. In the s.iiiieseai were printed * Aibciti Liki mo¬ 
dal urn sn'iiijii timli,’ .Xi. and ‘ Iiwipiunt Etfiijila Sat rif Striji'iii ,i 
Ill I ISl apiiiari'd ‘ /« Arntuhln Plit/vcii; Tli/ and twv) sears 
.ilterw.iids, ‘ ’/7« i/. Albim’y Chronuk; |(ail of whieli had been 
bi'toie printed b_\ ('.istiHi; the other part was a seleetioii, intituled 
• i'< tiU ^ Tempo! nm.'\ The ecKbratcd book i>ijuc iiitiluleil I'lie 

CVntlcnwu’s 

.\hrie wit'.itii the libeity afoiesaid, so that none of mir iuitics’!, orof our 
ill t-./' it.e. “ ihall anyways inteimeddle witlmi the tow as, huadied, 
"1 libcity .tfonsaid, or any partcl ihcieof,” Ai. Bv the same che- 
tei, the itUlwiis weie empovseted to appoint tfuirown justices, whose 
.luihonty should he independent of all others w tlit i.ingdom, andal'o 
to luvt a “ sitc'lv to keep fi Ions, and other inaktattors, until from 
till' b.i nit, .iteoidm-; to the 1.1 \v and custom of our realm of England, 
thiy bt dihitud."’ '1 hey were likewise pniileged to have witlim t! e 
said towns, bundled, ind iiherty, “ assav and as»iae of bread, wine, 
beet, mt.n, and .ill other vitluals, iweastuts and weights whatsoevet.” 

” IStwcomo datts the accession of this Abbot in 14(10; but this ills 
own narration proves to be inaccurate; Clwunty fixes it in 1404; vet 
several Cittuinstances concur to render tt piobabic that the real date 61 ' 
his election was 14t>3- 

t IbisChrenicle waste*printed by Wynken de Wordc, at Westmin¬ 
ster, in 1497 ; he himself mentions in the title, that '* it was compiled 
tn a Boke, and also eroprynied by one, sometynie scoJe mayster of St. 
Albon’s.” 
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fleBU«>ii.au’sRccicsi'»ott. «liW» w».|»iW.d 

J««an* liwiim, P*'*’*'*^^ »“•« 

' m mb■ ihh^ork .wwrs a( fl.r«*»n'a»«*e»; ««>llaukmc; aw.# 

«»r on llnnlte. ml JWi.nn. ml Ik Hull. «> r,MMm™,r. 'Ik 

prinMr . Monk ofllns AW.n.>. a»l i'CnIW. kv rtoo.K^- ■'>*» 
hiiMmitch. Srvicmne coitimmthHl iiuu nith Jitlui IhrtimU 
wii 0 was bcrc af»out butt a cfutury aftensanfc. tlif' lutU'r 

priatvd ‘ The lUf mtJ Piissiiwi o4 Sci»t AlJian.’ as it hmi bmi traii- 
sJalcrf fioin tlic I'leiicli and Latin, liy Jolm I.s«ls;atc, tiie reW>ral«i 
Idwikot Buiy. WalliogfoHl dwHl iBAiifiiisit, I4H*, ami wus in* 
Mred hi a small Oiajie], whidi lie liarl Irailt loi Ihi |Hir|j<iM> near 
tin- iliftb Altai; but this bas 1 k*u lUUii'jnl, to"t‘llwi mill liis 
Iwndi.’* 

DiNiR^tlie tiaics of the tbrec Abbots l.isl na-nUom'il, Hcihj liar 
Sistl), «ml lidward tbe Foartli, were fieiiiitiilK Mitertaiuid »1 W. 
Albaus, but allw their deatlis, tbe Ijsoj Ik' Sm<sieij 3 i was iii 
a gioit measure aiMidrawn. In tbe dmrt rd»n k ilirliaril tl,e 
Third, the Abbey reo'jvwl sonie sli;<bt mmiifestalioii ot Uo_\.il 
kiiidiiess; but bis successor, Hciny llie Seventh, appears to have 
kept the temporalities jfi bb ow'H luMids till the year 115 )?. wlien 
he (leraiiUed Tbmnas Raiiiryge, eomiptly spdt Uanindge, to W 
appointed Akuit. liow kaig he continued hi this otbee is uncer¬ 
tain, as scarcely sniy of the records of lii« government are loiovtii 
to exist. That he was living till thg twenty-sec oml of Henry the 
Seventh, (811110 1507,) is evinced by a lenl.il of lands and tciie- 
ments pmehased by him in that yearif Neucome imagines tliat he 
survived till 1523, “ wlicn Wolsey, then Bishop of Winehe'Jei, 
Ardibishc^ of York, Chancellor of EuglamI, the I*opi'’s la'gate, 
and aCardiipil, thought {iropcr to rOsigii hisbisliopiic, ami take Ibis 
Abbey in f mumndamJ* He was mterred witbm a most elegantly 
earved moaument, or Cb^l, wliidt be laid built for tlie puipmie 
in ti>e<itoir. 

Wolsey 

«» See Newcom iH^pfean's, p. 3!)!?. T** Chapel and tomb tost 
lOOL on,l iHBi' was a marble cfligies of the Abbot. 
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W'olsey B supposed to bai'c applksl the revenues of the Abbey 
in aid of Ibi; charges incurred in founding his two new Colleges at f 
Oxford mid Ipsxvfch; but when he was convicted on flic statute of 
1‘n'niumre, in October, ISap, aUJnsprojicrty was declared forfeited 
to the King, llenrj' tlic Eighth. On his obfaiuirig a pardon in the 
sitn cediiig year, he Has /Jermifted, among other titles, to retain 
Ijiat of Abbot of St, AJbait; but Hmry reserved all the revenues to 

f- *’ 

hiiiiseif. Wolscy dying in the September follmving, (anno 1530,) 
iiobert Catfon was made Abbot; aiul, aishougU he has been 
charged with exercising tlic fimclions of hh government merely at 
the w ill of the Kitig s agents, there-oeeins suffident rea. on to doubt 
tlic entire validity of the acensanon. He is admitted to have con- 
Ilimed Abbot till the year 1538; and iu the December of that 
year, Lrgh and I’ctrc, two of the Cornmissioners appointed to visit 
the Abbey, transmitted a letter to the Xmrd Cromwell, in which 
occur the following passages. 

“ Please it your Lordship to be advertised. At our coroyng to 
St. Alboiis on 'Phuraday lastj wc begaune a viaatcion among the 
Monkes, the Abbot being that m I-ondon. And because vve 
wolde the more fully knowe the hole state of all thing, tarred 
longer in the examination of them. Apd upon Friday last we sent 
a monition for the Abbot to appear before us, W'ho came hither on 
Saturday before none: whosome we have likewise as folly examined 
upon all things as vve might. And although, as well by tlie ex- 
mnination of the Monkes, as by the confession of the Abbot him¬ 
self, there doth apjH'ar confessed and folly proved, intire cause of 
vleprivalion against the Abbot, ijol (Wily for hrt^king ihe. King’s in¬ 
junctions, but also for manifest dilapidatiotB, makmg, of giftes, 
negligent administration, and sundry ofoer caus|M} yet by what 
ineancs we know not, in aQ communications or motions tirade 
concerning any surrender, he shewitb hymself so sfifij that as hp 
saith, he would rsiflier choysc to, begge bis bredde all the days of 
his life, than con^nt to any surrender. We, Irnvc evench of us 
severally, and ako altogether, communed with him, and also useil 
all fresh motions as Wc thought must most foxier Jllwit purjiosc; 
but he conthiueth always one m^t> and wa;s«th hourly )wbre obsii- 

VoL. VlI.:;i)9EC. 1803, E ' nuie. 
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mie, and kss confmnahle; whelljer be so doo njwn trust and con- 
luiance of any friendship), we know not. The premisses wc thouijlit 
Uurboundeu duty to signifie unto your lordsliip(>e, most Iniinbly, 
beseeching the same, that wc may know tijc King’s highness fur¬ 
ther pltaisiire by you; whether wc shaU conlinew in (he inoofs ot 
rlei)rivatioii against him, and so deprive iiiui according to the Or¬ 
der of Justice witlioiil longer dclaye : which don, the itouse will In* 
in stiiJ) debt, tlial we^think no man will take the office of Abbot 
here npon Uitn ; except any doo it only for that purpose to surren¬ 
der the (smie uujo the Kkigc’s hands. Ami by tiurse means we 
think this thing may most easily be, and with more sjrede he 
brouglit 1<* the Kinge’s highness purpose.”^ 

iS’ow the whole tenor of this letter evinces, that the Abbot re- 
terred to by the Commissioners, was determined not to Iwcome a 
willuig accessary to the surrender of his possessions; and as ilicli- 
ard de Sti vauiiche, or Borcraan, who'succceded Caltou, is re¬ 
corded to I'.aTO be<!u made Abbot, “ witli no other view than to 
make a siineadet iu form,” there is a strong probability that Cat- 
ton was still Abbot when the letter was written; and that, to use 
the words of the record, he waS deprived “ according to the Order 
of Justice, without longer ddaye.” Boreman, tlie new Abbot, 
who had previously been Prior of Norwich, surrendered on the 
fifth of December, 1539; fud for his rea<ly eompliauec, had au 
annual j)cnsir»n granted }um,of 26‘Cl. 13s, ■id. The Prior was also 
pensioned in tlie sum of 33L.C's. 8d. and sinail<;r sums were grant¬ 
ed to the remaining Monks, of wliom there were, then only tliirty- 
eight, Tiie entire revenues of the Abbey were estimated, accord¬ 
ing to Dugdale, at Sioal. 7s. l|d. yearly: according to Speed, 
they.amounted to the annual sum of 25101. Cs. lift. 

The fiossessions of the dissj^^ved Monastery were very quickly 
dispersed among the courtiers who had favored the 

Ivitig's views, ’flie nion^^^uilditigs, with all the ground lying 
round the Abbey Cburr^i^itod the Parish Church of St. Andrew, 

which 

_ : 'He is iprliC British Museura: Cytt. 

Chop. E. 4. 
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W'liich storcl near !he north side, were granted )o Sir Richard Lee, 
in Februiiry, l.)3;)-1-(); and Sir Richard had scarcely obtained pos- 
•sessioi), nlieii lie hegiin to demolish the whole. Great part ut'tha 
tnateiiiils wav sold. The remainder was apiwopriated to tlie cu- 
largi'iiieiit and reparation of the Nunnery at Sojmell, which had 
also been granfi'd to Sir Kicbard, and was afterwards his chief re¬ 
sidence. 'Jlic Abbey CImrch was not ineliided in the grant, but 
cmitimied in the Crown till the year load; when Etlward the 
Sivth sold if to the inhabitajifs of St. .Alban’s, for the sum of 4001. 
'I’iiiv bargain was afterward.s confiiined by a clause in the Charter 
of Incorporation granted by the. same Monarch, wherein it was 
enacted, that the late parish to chajreiry of St. Andrew, should 
i'orm a part of the borough of .*st. .Alban, and ‘ the Abbey Church 
be called the Parish Church «>f the said horongh.’ 

Having thus traced tliC history of St. Alban’s Monastery pro¬ 
gressively with that of the town, from the jM'riod of tlie founda¬ 
tion of ihc tirnuer to the era of its complete dissolution, we shall 
now dest rihe its very curious and intert*vting CHURCH; wirieh, 
together vrilh the rich .screens and nionuinents eoiilaincd in it, dis¬ 
plays .some of the finest sjiccimcns of architectural grandeur in 
Great Britain. The general form of thi.s .structure is Uiat of a 
long cross, wit li a sqtnm’ ami massive tower rising from the inter- 
set^ion of the nave ami tiwnsept, and supjmrted on four large 
»enii-circular arches. The most micient parts are evidently the 
most central; both the east and west ends being of a dissimilar 
style of ardiitecture, and of a much later period. 

The wtcrnal appearance of tliiv fabric, when beheld from a dis¬ 
tance, i.s dignified and imposing; but when nearly approached, it 
Joses part of its eflbct, from the rude mixture of Uomsui tiles, 
flints, bricks, stones, &c. which apjtears in its walls, and whii^b ex¬ 
cites a stronger idea of dilapidation than the real state of the 
building will justily. The Tmver seems the most jicrtect, protfa- 
bly from its having been coveied with a coat of strong plaster, 
part only of which is worn off. The huttienicnts smd .spire are of 
later date than the lower portion of the fovver, which is divided 
by bauds into three stages: tins uppermost exbibita bvo doubi* 

E 3 windyvvt 
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wiadowa on each sitle, latticed,) haying sciHi cifcnlar arches rang-- 
tiag heaeatlj a larger sh^kircular arch; in tite sfwndril l»ehvct*n 
> the large and smaller arches, and also above tl«c fi)rincr, are vari-* 
mis diaiuoud-sliaped apertures, evidently couslructed to give ksnc 
to the sound of the bdls, which are hnng in this compartment of 
the tower. Below Uic wimlows, in the middle division, arc four 
dQuldc semi-circulur arched ojicnings on each wde, wliich admit 
the light into a narrow fiassage formed in the walls; these also 
have larger semi-circufea* Srclies above (hem, and every double 
opeuir^ has a thick heavy roluinu in the centre. Iti the stage be- 
neadi tiiese, are eight circular w'indows, wliich admit light into the 
l>elfry,,'‘ . 

Along the ujiper part of the south and north walb of the nave, 
extends a range of narrow pointed arches, reaching to llie tran¬ 
sept; these appear to have been altered iulo. tlib form from round 
arches, and were formeily ojwned as windows, but arc now for 
the most part stopped up: in the aislps below, the windows arc 
few, ^ irregular, Tljc whole <*steni part of the Churcli is tiir- 
nished with plant battleiiwuts; the buttresses are sttong and mas¬ 
sive. The souflneast side displays some remans of elegant %- 
buttresses, which rose 6om the ai^es to tlie upper part of the 
choir, the windovys of which are pointed, The Chapel of the Vir¬ 
gin (now used for a graimnar school) exhibits some beautiful archi¬ 
tecture in the fofins^ and ornaments of ha wiudows; but most of 
these have lieen mutilated, and are miserably patched and dis- 
ligured. The east end of the choir, add,the extremities of the 
tnuisept, are termMtted by octagon turrets, risiug above the roof, 
and embattled. two or lliree of these are of the Noimau era; but 
the otheis are of subsequent The prospect fioni the simi 
mit of the tower b exte^^l^ and divets^ed. On the ojiposite 
sides of the north door-jis^ft^ twowell-sculptured leaves, worthy 
remark, pfrlia}w, int|tll^ti^ as tlicy form tt*e ca|utab of pillars, 
without any other moulding. 

The priucipal i^trauce is at tlio west eml, beneath a prqfecting 
Porc/i, oi>ening* aliigli ])ointcd arch, siqt|>o{ted on massive but¬ 
tresses, hntj igpuientcd with setvral mouldings: the outermost 
1 moulding 
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f heads, grcally mutilated. Above 

'"Y tjie arms Offe, t/iree crms/ni,^ 

a salUre, Or. The iiiade of tiie 
',^giui% *imtttiiented with pointed and trefoil 
“ i^lliiUf of Fioheck marble; some of 

•;«4«w oi toita^; Suad of the upper parts of 
’• drfaeed. Ifi ^ ||S 5 pl|^iMre tlirec pillars, dus- 
. arriusfi dooiM»|if;^ ^ch side, having tliiee 

- The dpow '$ak, finely carved into 

efKii*. iww#. pt^r pnpmflljiEad 

f of the Cfe«^ f^lsW^g 

t'prtf^l'variation* m at«bile< 9 h>fe ei^te 

filiations 

^ ^ ffjr T-i vr-^f tO 

Min,i ^ ^,s a'W w»itei'’^s att^lbaf 4i tlie 
«== cvuocrca by hitnself, were toaarrifice fweiy (faidwthni 

partaof Bie kutding are so sfartohst ****** «i^d of 
iiAasisg then aS to tl* same period, little fafuard wmihl be iiv 
etumcl iy asserthigf that tk style of every a^ n^t be traced iit 
pfOfresdoB, firora tbedkie of tiie Norniam to toe re%»of Edward 
tbefperirtli, 
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ISeweqjJoe, SeeijPfiif'Of Sh. AltoV, p.'4-S,'iS; aad again, p.S3— 
S'S,^''^%he extreme ’«ai)l£t^ SOd ptainnei* of tho^ parts of die Chtir^k 
cOto^nieted with Eomsm V^t^'^ilMr. ll|«WcmnG ascribes, and probably 
•• to ^)|S of *he materials, ■’ but 

—l4s ttieft*,'that'the iraproveim-nt in the architec- 

-- toepie of ahwe, • when tbc Roman tile was all use^ 

-«««« ^ (he grejitoV * ta««e and fancy of the builders and worlcmW' 
b,. aj**^*m centradicritm to ai! rational evidence. His’ 
«f tbe'^M^af styles of ao^tecture, .was, ,in.dced, so stty 


that he York Cathedrtti' to be ‘ the tndst#xquishe 

and pei^fect of all iVhMiaB edifices,’ and the plain and simpile’^^njwrt*; 
*f the Abbey Church, he styles' the rudest form of toe G«^c.’ i 

/it’d. 
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iTnmertiatcly over the. west entrance is a ven- !ai;te and p(ji(itcii 
arched window, nearly iilliii" the, etitin- space helwtx’n the side 
W'alls of the nave, and divitlcd into numerous lights, hy imillioni* 
and transoms. By lltc intersections of the upper parl.s, several 
diainoml-shnped Iii;hl3 are formed; and others are ornaiiieiited 
with riiMjuefoil aiid trefoil arelies; tlse outer niouldins rests on 
corbel heads. Behwv the window ru.is an einhatih-d paiapef, 
much tlilapidated; o;( each side the eniranre beneath, is an orna¬ 
mental fKiiutcd arch; anrl heywid, on a line with the eoluinns <d’ 
the nave, is a halfcctlunni, rising from the ground, and sustaining 
the monldiugs of the most western of the great arelies. I’he west 
end of each aisle apjiears to have Ijeen originally open lilre the 
porch, anti lias been .siinitarly dcconiletl with onuinienlal arches 
and ciustered columns of Puibeck marble; now in a sad slate of 
mutilation. 

Tlie cohnnns and arrlie.s of the nave tlisphiy mtirli gnmilenr; 
tliough those which range from the fourth column on the notfh 
side, are singularly dissimilar to all the others. The three fir't 
columns on the north side, and the four first outlie sonlli, arc 
iiniforni ami clusfererl: each of tiiem is conipo-sed of four eircular 
pillars, united with four liexagonal ones. From the.se columns 
*j)ring uniform pointed arches, haviiig nianj' plain round mould¬ 
ings; the outermost mouldings of each arcli meet together, ami 
terminate in points. I’lte fourth arch on tlie noith, or rather tlie 
column that supports its eastern extremity, decidedly marks a dis- 
tiuct era in the time of hniiding; Ihe lower part of the column, 
from about one foot beneath where tire mouldings rest, being en¬ 
tirely CQiistructerl witli Romau tile, ami of far more solidity tlnm 
any column tliat has yet been mentioned. 

Immediately above the fmir lasrge arches just described, on the 
aorth side, is a range c*f eight elegant poinletl arches, though 
loniewhal flat, rising from clustered pillars, and earh lieing siib- 

ided info two lesser pointed arches, separated from each other 
by three small erdrtmns. In the middle of the sftace, above the 
small arches, is a circle, pierced with four fleure des lis, the points 
tuward. All these arelies are ornumented like the larger ones, by 
2 numerous 
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wimierons round mouidmg.s; and also hy a sort of diauiaml 
diaii), carriwl along th** angles between tlie columns, continued 
•over file esfnnnity of flic gmall arclies, ami rnnning lienealli the 
inner mouldings of tlic large arcbej; a line of the same kind ot 
•orniiinent is l onfinued in a sort of band along the edge of tlic jras* 
sago, whklt has heen formed lietwecit this tier of arches and i1k 
wall. A third range of pointed arches, rising aliovc the former, 
eslends to the roof: all these arelws have plain inonldiugs, spring¬ 
ing trom triple columns on each side; tiie sirace between eacli co 
hiinn is broken by two hollows reaching from the base to llu 
bands of fjie capitals. Tlie mouldings of the two most easten 
arclies are varkti from tiic otliers, by a hue of diammid chain 
work, (arried along the centre. 

7 ’lie three first arches of each tier, on the south side of the lune 
are exactly similar to those on the norlii, above ikscribwl, exccptiiii 
that tin Spaces between the Irqile columns whkh support tlie uppt 
arches are left plain5, and that, umler each of the double arches 
is a single pillar, with a capital of foliage; the pillars that eorre. 
spoiided with lliose 011 the north side are destroyed. Tlie twe 
next of tlie great arches are also siinihir, as well us the doubh 
range of arches ov<*r them, excepting tliat the Hears des lis of tlu 
sixindrils are here contained in a (|uatiefoit: some of the uiiperiuos 
pillars on this side are gone. The huge column which siipports th< 
tilth great arch, is of more considerable iiiagnitndc thmi any ye 
siescribed, and has flat sides on the north and south. 

The general forms of the remaining arches and columns, on tin 
south side, lu-tween this tier mid St, Cuthbert's Sereeii, wJiiel 
crosses the nave at the tenth, column, are similar to those ahead; 
ilc.scrihed; but the smaller parts am varied; aud, in partkuiar, tin 
mouldings of the large arches, whkh arc iiiot#numerous, am 
otherwise different. The outer mouldings also, though tliey mec 
as before, do not terminate in points, but in luntian heads; the.se an 
well sculptured in hold relief, ami represcut mi Alihot, a King, : 
Queen, and a Bishop. Above them, beneath a line of ro.ses, tlia 
runs below the baud under the range of double arches, are shield 
of anus, probably 60 placed hi allusbu to the sculptures. Tha 
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itcittalli a laigcr aidi, as iM‘fotc; jft tlioM* arrlio aio nmix' oiV 4 - 
lucuU'c) The ('oluiuii!) aie ciushml, asm ilir iornwr iiisiuiiu's; 
but the dBUMomI chaln-wojk ut the aKgle.s is Iiere oxtinuii'ut 
for rosc's; and the capitals of the smallci <oluuii»s air (.mnl 
iuto foliage, instesul of being U'tf plain, li’o' the oilin'., iiinl 
like the huger capitals of their o«ji nmge. The heads ot the 
double ai dies are also varied by the imder paits Iwiiii,'e\j> iiidrd 
into a soil I'f trttoU; the hp.miliil» ahose them are sjiiatln, tnnn 
an extendou of the mouldings; an<l the ceiitie of eadi sjMUidril i» 
onlj pierced into a tiiplet of fieurs dcs Us, in pliu-e of a (ourfoM 
one. The outilS' moulding of the larger aidies terniin.de in rort« Is 
of human and animal heads, all van>‘Uig boiii in form and evpies< 
sion. 'Hie arches of the thini, or iijipi'r lange, aie imiateil, lias ing 
plain mouldings, dustered pillars, and flats m fioiit, as liefoie, hut 
tlie extreme monlduigs rest on small Iwrads, iuslead of being sup- 
poi led on the band, wliidi in the other upper r.inges ciosst'the 
ruKhlle of the flat. 

Eserj p.irt of the building yet di sn ibed fiom lln-sscst end, is 
constructed of Totteuboc stone; a very fiuc and ciose-gnuned liec- 
Moiie, obtained from tbe quarries at Totlciilioe, in IbHlfordshiic. 
The parts next to be dcs«l|b^'llMy^ exception of tiic scree»>, 
Ihedioir, and presljyte|j^b«'Wfe»»«li}c, asevciy whereajunars, 
on pieicuigtlMq||gh d|^kkc^ 4 Mifi^of plaster that lias been spi cad 
over tlic ualls; antj||bi8 (^urjbiuiee, comibint'd with the histori¬ 
cal information prp^usly detujkd, establishes the fact of all the 
ancient portion ^ the Church lieing exclusively of Abbot Paul’s 
election; for style is so cutircly sinniar, that it will not admit 
of two eras;*’and there is no iithcr part in the whole fabric that 
can, with tpb least propriety, lie afirihiited to him. Its dinplicity 
is, indeed,! reuiaikible, and would well^iccord with a prior date ; 

hut 
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vMfvaK’-:* «»i s«$a»tiwA: kite dkctbw; kiju 4//^ 
st.tSrtUVwrt^Sciwm, \W ftre ke orticr robsiiK, ohksame 
«mM%r uHksiiwiKm mil im^ntiimlt* 'riHsi.- sui»iK)H vW,, sciui- 
lircftlar ard«,i', ovcrwch vf Mriikh is a sliort, rouiuUieadcd wia- 
flovv, iio» ghixt d »itb ligUh ii f!ie imitUed Jiirni. Alwvc (-acti of 
tiiesp, araj ii«»rH rea^hiu" to Uw roof, lias liecu auotiicr hcrai-cir- 
< ubir arclKMl witidow, now filled «;?, tlse a{)erlurc3 of wliicli ojxin 
wide iulo (he Cliurcli, but eoutracl gradually to the o.; .vard wall: 
t!i<-s«- are all similar, exi ept the oue to the west, wliicii iiasliccn 
wideired, ai«l pointed, in ronfomiatiottj to the improved style. 

S/. Ciiihkrt’s Scrifii is of Totteahoe istoat, finely srulpturert in the 
ja>iHled order, but is not entirely uniform ; the iiortiiern part e\ten(l- 
isig into the aisle, and tire parts being varied. The west froat hasse- 
sen cmiopfed niches hi lire centre, temiuiatiu'; in pinmicies of rich 
workmanship; lielow tliese ha*’e been viu'ioas sanallcr niches, in one 
of wJiicIi lias lieen a pisdna. On each side the centre is an oria- 
inented, poinh-d, arched door-way, with lilauh arches above, oireu- 
iiig into the Baptistry. Beyond tliat, to the south, were three 
other eanojiied niches; and below these, four ornamental trefiril 
aiclies. Ikyond tire other door was anoUier receptacle for holy' 
wafer, in llie inuhilo of a range of seven small niches; and above 
them four otlrer nii lies, reaching npwwd towards the arcJi. Tlie 
aast froat is much less eudieliislred, it having only a double range 
of blank |winted arches, i^ivided by a kind of cornke, embattled. 
The summit of fJie Scrcim is broken by a of trdbil onia- 
iiieiils, and foliage. Some of the sculptured parts are defaced and 
broken; and all the minute parts arebbtemred by wliitew-asli. 

The continual i«» of tire tave, itmv called tiie Snpiistry, from h» 
contaiuiiig dire Fojrt, comprehends llic sjatee between StCuth- 

• bcifs 

* One Of tluise columns is called the /Moai'FiSar, from the upper 
part containing a short circular flight of;Steps*. ,whiph has led to a dour^ 

ivay that ogee opened upon the leads of file north aisksi ; 
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hril’s Screen, and the first, or most western arch of flic tower. 
Here are three square, massive colnnuis on each side, snpiiorliu" as 
many arclres, with a double range of seini-eireiilar-lieadeil rercsse.i 
for windows, ranging over tlieui as before; some of wliieli are gla¬ 
red in tiie jjointed form, but the greater lunuber has hfen filled 
up. Tlie Vhoir comprehends all the space iMitwei’ii the west 
arch of the Tower, and the Altar Srreeii. ^flje Tower itsell is sup- 
ported on four nohle seini-circular arches, springing from imcoin- 
monly massive piers. Above these arches, under the belfrj' floor, 
i.s a pa.ssage going ronnt! the tower, and ojwning in front by a tic- 
blc range of double semi-rireiihir arches, each of the latter being 
divided from each other by a sh<»rt and thick coltmin: several of 
the cajntals are formed by a single Homan tih;, and no! any two 
of the columns are csactly similar. The light of the Belfry is ad¬ 
mitted into the choir, through a circular ojicning in the centre of 
the floor, whiclt has Iteeit surrounded by a railing, and covered by 
some open woA; a!)ove, to prevent accidents. 

On passing beneath the east arch nf the tower, the architecture 
is seen to assume a new form. On the south side are three large 
blank jminted arches; and on the north, two similar ones; all these 
seem to fiave been formed against tite original walls, which proba¬ 
bly terminated at no great distance from the point where Abbot 
Itamryge’s monument on the one side, and Abbot Wbethamsted’s 
on the other, abut against the ancient columns, and Iw'yond which 
no part of tlie Norman Church k now to be discovered; except¬ 
ing in the passages which run through the walls, and in which the 
Homan tile may be traced farther eastward. 

The monument of Ramryge fills up the lower part of a large 
pointed arch, which was origiirally 9peh to the north aisle, and is 
oniamented with fluted and groined mouldings. Tlie arch oppo¬ 
site to this is blank above; but the under part includes the neat 
monument of Abbot Whefhamsted. Above the large anthes, on 
each side, is a range of pointed arches, with trefoil heads; some of 
these arc blank, and others open into Hie Triforium, which is con- 
liirued tiirough the of tha whole Church: over these are 

three 



UEBTFOBDSHIRE. 75 

tlirce poimfetl arrheil windows on each side. The Altar is ajv 
proaclied bj » short flight of steps. 

* The Alliir Scran, or, as it is more coinmnnlv deuoniiirated, 
U'ltHingford's Scrvcii, wliich sejiaralcs the Choir t'rom tlie Pif.-s* 
fotei v, is one of the most Iwsniliful pieces of stone-work in Eng¬ 
land, and very highly ilhestratire of the improved taste in archi¬ 
tectural se!il[nine which disluiguished the age of Edwurtl tlie 
Eourtli. li.s proportions are extremely elegant; and though the 
)!ia.-(.nrv, that now forms the niiddie part of the west side, is of a 
moie |•c('cut riate, aiwl of inappropriate evecution, yet the whole 
ap|Hrai:incc is gr.irci’ul and interesting. Tliis front m..y (>e more 
clearly dex iihcd as consisting of three divisions; a centre, and two 
wing-; the latter heing [Knlectiy symiiietrica). The lower part of 
the (ciitre displays a doulde scries of small nichos, with ridi catio- 
pies; above these arc several stage-of s(juare compartments, the 
upper ones terminating in tn'foil heads, with flttials and pinnacles 
alxive, ami a cliernh on each rib.* Over this are five elegant ca¬ 
nopies, ranging under the rich cornice and o|)CH-wiirk which forms 
tlie entire summit 'of the Screen. Adjoining the centre on each 
side, and lorming a division of eacii wing, arc three large and tiiiely 
ornamented niches, with tower petlestai.s, and canopies; the upper¬ 
most emhcUisUevl with sculptures of iambs between pelicans. Tlut 
central divisions of the vvings have a pointed door-way below, and 
two large canopicrl niches nhovt-. .At the skies tif the door-way, 
are ranges of ipwtrei’oils in circles; and above are oak leaves, and 
shields of,arms; that to the south contains England and IVance quar¬ 
terly ; the other the arms of Whefhamsted. The e.vfiemc division 
ol'eaci) wing is similar to those adjoining the centre; ilir. anglo.s be¬ 
tween the divisions are each adorned with six small niclics, leacii- 
iiig to the sniumit. Ahnost all the niches arc iHuuitifuily .scnlji- 
tured, with on amentai trefoil arches; some pierecrl, others in re¬ 
lief. 

■ This is the -more recent and incongruous part, and appears to have 
l)i!en inserted in tl'.e rowii of a represehiation of the Crucifixifii, or of 
some other suivject, vviiicii the icaiots eif the Keformation deemed pror 
fane or irrcTigioas. 
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lief. The sp.i<( lutuceii the Screen and the ai<h atjaimt whkb it 
abuts, oil each side, is oinaincntetl with rqno|jied iiicJies, and pin¬ 
nacles to coricspmid. Tlic east front of tlie Screen is much piaiiu'r 
than that to the west. The centre is a flat blank arch, onianicnt- 
ed with circles of qtialrefbils, and siiiallci trefoil arches witliiii; 
©writ is the . 4 bhcy arms, snpjioiled hv ani'cls, with a laiiopicd 
niche abosc: over the door-wajs arc the <imis of \\ hethainsied, 
with similar nichu. Hijjlier up, are plain, narrow, trefoil-hcadtd 
arches, with small buttresses awl pnnaclcs, awl above tJie whole 
is a strv rich conikc of vine lease*, fruit, and tcwlrils, crested by 
ornamental oj>en-worh. 

The Prfshytrri/ includes the sjsace between the Screen, awl wlmt 
is now the cast end of the Church, hut this was fornu ils oi»en to 
the Cliaptl of the Virgin, by threi* hi!’li, pouited, awl will propor¬ 
tioned arches, springing fiom clusicreil loluiniis. On eadi side, 
beyond the large pointed aidies against which the Sciecn stands. « 
another high pointed arch, also spikigtng fiom clu-ifcrcd pillars, 
and similarly ornamented with rotiud and fiiitcil mouldings iiwh t 
that on the north side is tlic momunent of Duke Iluinphres, awl 
beneath that on tlie south, an ancient Wafcli-tower, or gallciy, of 
wood, Bi which the Monks w'cre stationed to kee]> watch over the 
dirine of St. Alban. On the fries® of this gallcrv is a series of 
carvings in high relief, representing the most memorable estnts of 
St. Alban’s history; ami other singular subjects. In th<* pasciiieut 
in tlie middle of the Presbytery, is a stone thus uisi iilied 

Si ALBAN US 
YEKOJJkMENSIS 
. ANGLOKUM 
PIOTO-MAR I'k K 
XVII JUMJ 
CCXC\ Ii.» 


This 

• It diould be remarked, that tlus date |||a>t tie eironeom, if the 
Martyrdom of Albanus actuary occulted di|Pg the Diodtnm IVrsc- 
eution, as recorded in bis history. Set hefeS^, p. 1 '!-- 27 . 
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'J'his is siirroumled by smaller stones, in which are si* hollow 
places, said to liave been ibriued to receive the feet of the shrine. 
The windows above the large arches are pointed, with trefoil heads, 
siniiiar to those of the chancel. Tlie great east window has a 
double pointed arch helow, with trefoilsj and a larger pointed arch 
above, with a eutherinc-wliecl in the centre: on each side is a nar¬ 
row pointed arched wiinlow. 

Ueturning through the Choir to the Tj aasepr, the sifiiplieity of 
the Norman iKtrt of the Church again disjdavs iiseif; though the 
large windows at each end are of a dilTerent style and age. That 
to tile south was constructed about the yeir 1/ 03 , wL, i the for¬ 
mer window was bltiwn down by ilie fury of the viiad during the 
great storm, and has little claim tobeanly; the nori'i wim'o.v is 
inoio highly cmbeUislKHl, and divided into numerous cojuparlmentr, 
by luullions and Iransoius. On cacb side of the traascpt is a 
seritsi of .scpial senii-eircnlar arches, supported by shott iieavy co¬ 
lumns, and half colnniins, with very krge cajsitals; tlie upjier ji.nt 
of each of which is counnonly; a single Roman tile: dm rrtiiimus 
art; of stone. These arches are ranged in fours, and over every 
two of Iheiii is a semi-cimtlar indent, rising from the iiiiiitlic <jf 
the capitals; not any of the columns arc similar; some of them are 
tjnile plain; others ha\e single or double bands. The general 
form of these archta Iwats a striking similitude, to that of the 
arcins in the inside of the tower; and like those, they ojKui info 
the pa 'S;ige whicb run.s through tlie wall of tile whole Church. In 
this .soiiib ]iai1 of the transept have been several Chapels; am! in a 
recess of the wall, was a seat tor the watch Monk, who imd the 
care of the resjH'ctive altars: the door-way, which led from the 
upper part of the cloisters, has Imen whiled up. 

Beyond the soulli end of the tran^pt, but opening into it by 
a flight of several steps, and running parallel w ith if, is a short co¬ 
vered passage, which prolwbly comiuwnicatcd also with the Ahhci’s 
chambers, and with the cloisters. Agaiastthe wall, on each side, is 
a range of elegant intersecting acmi-^Mlar ^^^^uiuncnted witli 
beaded mouldings, spiingiiig from with well sculp¬ 

tured. and shurularh curious cauitalif. Adi the s^lpturesjuf^itSv- • 
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and intokniblv <;ooil proM'rvation; thongli tln'Iiinniiiitvot ihf placf* 
has (}c4rov«.-(J tlivir orisiiral sliar|ine.ss. Some of tlnan repre.seiif 
wrcallis (if foiiai’o; otliers (lisplay flie heads ot ciifnined siiiiKw 
on one is a hunum mask, with tlie sicms of kaves issiiinj; from his 
on earli side;' and on anotlfcr three vi'ry singular "loles- 
que iiinuo. a kind ol'trio of Tiueelumis. 'ilio'e al ,the sides are in 
sittiac [tositions, hut leanin;; haekwariis, as if f<> make room for 
the eeiitie figure, which is formed ii\ the head of a zany, appa¬ 
rent's gorginc; a considerahle (juanlity <»f fruits: one of the skie 
figures is sustaining a sort of elnlr, in a threatening allitiide, as it' 
t») eomj'wd liim to the performance of his task; the other is holding 
whut appears to be a leathern hotfle. These sculptures, as well, 
indeed, as all the eohmms and arches, are of loitinhoe stoned 
The /(,. '( < an; of the .sami’length as the present Churcli; flu' 
west end of each apjrears to have hi en once inelosi'd to the first 
large cohm;;i, and to have been ornamented with slender, eliis- 
lered, and single, Purhcclt pillars, sustaining pointed arches, o :t!i 
plain mouUiirJgs. Some parts of the roof of the aisles are v aulted 
with stone, liaving groined rihs, iulcrsecling, and resting on the 
great columns on one sidcT and on pilasters of clustered columns 
<m lire other. In the stmtii aisle, between lire vwk end and the 
transept, are several poiuted arched windows; mostly divided by 
mnllions into two lights, with a trefoil aliove eacli and in the. point 
shove a quatrefoil. In one of these windows w as a n picsenlation 
of the martyrdom of St. Allnm, in fainted gh'.'s; only a few frag¬ 
ments of vvlikh remam in the cfoekets. On the wall IkIow was 
the following inscription, sow t^ost defaced.! 

'I Ills 

• On the south west capita! of'^i^e arch at the entrant e of the (hanccl, 
in Hcmel-Ilampsicad Chtnvli, is a sculpture very simil.ir to this. 

i At whit pctiotl this passage was constructed, is very diSicuIt te 
determnie. It must hav^ljetn subsequent to the erection of the tran- 
sepjt»j p d the ^xc||'intersectirig arches, and ^ttttiue carvings, 

woui^^i^o litark a {tplr era. 

j Chawicy's Herts, p, f"2. 
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1 hij of our frailty, painted glass, 

Shews uiiere the life and death of Alhaii was, 

A knli'lit heheads the Martyr; but su soon. 

Ilia eyi s dropt out to see what he had done; 

And leaving their own head, scciird with a teji 
To wail the other head laid mangled there.■ 

Pieciuse, beforcr, ids eyes no tears would shed, 

His eyes ihemselvci likt tears (idi Irt.iii hi-, head- 
t,)h ' bloody fact, that whiJat -St. Aluaii (oes, 

The Ihiurderer himself wwejn out his eye;. 

In zeal to llrav’ii, where hi-'v Alban's bones 
W ere buried, Offa rais'd tids lieap ofstonti, 

M'hith, after'by devouring l ime rihuseJ, 

Into the dying parts had life infused; 

By James tiie First, of England,’* to betsirac 
Tilt glory of aVlban’s I’roto-roartyrdom. 

Adjoitiitig to tlie door-way, lliat originally foniied the [irincijiai 
etitniiicc on the south, hut is now dosed, i.s an ancient riscinf}, 
beneatli a recessed arch, in the jtointetl style, onuiinentod with 
various plain uionltlings, and springing from three .short atul slen¬ 
der pillars, clustered on eaeh sitle. The piscina ilselfis also stiilain- 
ed on tliree slender clustered pillars, and has a canopy above it, 
with a cinquefoil arch; over wliicU is a triangular cun.pKrtnicnt, 
containing the leniaifLS of a niai,k of a Bacchus encircled by vine 
leaves, now mueb mutilated, stntl additionalljf obscured by wliile- 
wasb. 

The screen-work befoie t)ie door-tvay just mentioned, is very 
beautifully stnilpturcd in tlie pointed .->1^^, and consists of three, 
divisions. Tlie arch of entrance springs from slender pillars on 
each side, Irom tlie most central of yrhkh rises a range of tiefoil 
indentations, with Italf circles above: ki the sixuidrils are the Ab¬ 
bey arms, and the old amis of England and France quarterly. 
Tiiis forms the luiddie division: the others are uniform, each con- 

dstiug 

“* This aitudes to some repairs which the Church underwent in the 
time of Jarai-s; and which, by the most gross flattery,, were thus attri¬ 
buted to that King. 
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sisting of a, iiiclie, with fun-work above, and a finely scnlptnriHl 
pedestal of blank arches with a aijiital of foIiaf>c btnieath; the sta- 
liies are gone: botii niches liavc two sleuticr pillars on e.aeli si<ie. 
Over the square inouUlings, which tei'iuiirate all the divisions, is 
a cornice, ornmuented with a tendril of vine leaves, and finish¬ 
ed above by a range of pierced trefoils and vine leaves. Tliesc 
are partly destroyed; and the sharpness of all the sculpture has'heeii 
injudiciously obscitied by Uiick whitewash. The door itself is or¬ 
namented to correspond, with rich carvings of oak, and vine leaves, 
quairefoils, itr. executed in a hold and able manner. This en¬ 
trance is cencrdliy called llie Ahhvi'.i Door. The north aisle docs 
not display any thing partiriilarly remavkahle; cveeptiog. perlutps, 
as j)rcsenting a larger part of the Nonaan Churrh than th^ on 
the south. Between the coluaiHS, in this aisle were sev«>ral altars 
dedicated to dilicrciit Saints. « 

The (V/'.-;;g.v of the nave, transept, am! ehoir, are of wnorl, 
formed into square romparlments and painted. That ctf the nave 
is of < hesmit: every principal beam is suiiportid at the sides hv a 
smaller ouc, placed obliquely, and di.splaving on the lower part 
the carving of a monk, augel, or other figure, with a shield of 
arms. Every compartment, from the ifest end to tlie ekneiith 
range from the arch of tlie tower, has tl»c initials of Jvutin llomi- 
num Suhator in the centre: the others have those letters alter¬ 
nately with circles, eontauiing half-IenglU angels holding sliiekis 
of arms. The ccilhig of tliC South part of the transept is simihnly 
divided by square compartments painted into circles, alternate iy 
displaying the letters ll?* ®’ as lutfore, and angels .sustaining 
shields of arms. The northern part of ^e transept is cmliellislied 
in the satfie manner, with^lie additioam an indiflereiilly cxoculcd 
painting in the centre, of St. Albaj|j(VIartjrdoi». A representa¬ 
tion of Oita scaled on his throne, over an arch, in the north aisle, 
is probably of the same age. Tlie ceiled roof of the choir is 
more highly embellished, and is also varied in form: it exhibits, 
in alternate contpartments, the Holy Eamb, on a mount, vert, 
with the the banner of the Cross, gates, ensigned with u cro8.s 
bofime, or,, and charged with the star of Betltlchcm; and the 

eagle 
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of S(. John sJaiidiiiK on n mouiit, ^crt.' tliese vuic 

lii'fv' by \libot ’S\hcfImtustc!!, in timo tlic 

of fill' n.nc and cIuiiktI wen' ecitaiiily coustrurted, and mo^t 
pjolMiiN, (lio^e of tUe frniw'pt. thtr tiie eastt ni ■‘n»!if ol the 
gieut arch <il’ flic fewer, aic fliese line'll in allinion to \\ iicUi.iiinted 

Sir utnruiKj. vtdes mi }> etui xit Agmo ei Ate', 
llffiifies opern i vli i'. im ima J ihamii'. 

JW vtt in ti.to |.jvi t ' i' mhricmhi 

Kst opa< hoc imihii i.n ' \’i t jm f.uicndum.i 

The VkijH! iifili!' Viiirin, the onh part of the hiii'diiif' ilseU 
that remaiiw lo lie describul, is now (oni|)letL‘l> scjaualcd tioin 
the Church, In f!i« arches haviin' Iwcn walled up, as -alreadv nitn- 
fioneil, llioush tormerls, one of the most elahonife and heaofi- 
fulparfsot tile wliolc slim tore, it is now the most dil.ipldaleil, and 
numnis. Its w indow s w en* finely nimiHed, and adonu d w ith riirlcs, 
tieibiis, qtwticloils, mul its oioamenfs weic oqiudly nth and 
ut>l>r<^iiiafe. Its anhes were elegantly iHtiiiftd; and e\ciy part 
appears to liave liecn well proportioned, ami tiuly woitliy of 
pmise. Hie east end, ntnv uiscd as the Sciiouhrooiu, still tlisplays 
tiaees of flue sculpture, lU ranges of figures surrounding the win- 
»low‘, and even jijt exhihiting au air of graci'fuliiess though most 
Innientuhly oliseured by whitewash. Hie original pavtanent has 
hceti covered by a hoarded floor, so that no sejniichrai incmmials 
ate to lae seenj though it is probable tlwt there arc such beneath. 
Across what may now hi' called tile .Vnti-Cliaiiel, a low wall has 
lieen erected, in oftler to form a jiassage for the couvenieney of 
the inhabitants of the town. 

VOJL. VII. Dec. 1805 .' F Hie 

» Besides these figures, die ceiling of diet ham el dupUji Warioui 
shields of arms of the- nobility »nd gentry who conmbuted towards re- 
piimg tliit Church aboot the year ItiSS : m that year also col^tiont 
wcttfnuide by Brief for the sanno purpose* 

t These lint's Were roost probably written by Wliethdmtfed himself, 
who caused many 1 arin verses, ro allusion to different subjects, to be in*' 
scribed on various parts of the Church. 
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Tlic entire length of the Abbey Chnrrh, inehidiii!; t!ie «eil 
Porfh, and (he Ofiaitel of the Virgin, is feet; o( (he 
Cliapil iiifasiiiTs ab<«i( 100, and the Porch eijchtceu. Tl«’ineadt(i 
of (he (ni'tscpt !■> nearly thitlj-tno finit; its extreme leni'di ir-f- 
Tlie in. .t'Idi of die Imdy of the Church is seventy-four feet and a 
half: diat of the choir and chancel, thirty-four feet, ei^jlit inches, 
that of the nave, fioin the inner parts of the colunnis, thirty feet; 
and tliat of cacli aisle, Iwcnty-hvo feet, three inches. The cirenin- 
ferenre of the clusteieti columns is eighteen feet; th.it of the an¬ 
cient piers of the nave, is thirty-one feet, nine inclios; die tirciim- 
ference of the columns wliirh support the tonci, is iinu’h greater. 
The height of the tower, aceonliug to Ncwooine. is 141 feel, nic 
extreme breaddi of the Virgin ChajM*! is seventy-six feet, six inches, 
of the middle part, thirty-five feet, nine ineJns; .iiul ol the cii'i 
end, scarcely twenty-seven feet. 

The Sepulchntl Inscriptions in this Church ate vciy miinerous. 
though die monuments are hut few, yet that few exhibits some 
extremely interesting spciiniens of architecttw.il i;rdndeur. The 
laagnificent s«pulclirc* of IlCMPUKKY, tiie fioed DuU oj'dloi.^ 
t^r, was erected in the time of Abbot Wbctiiamsted, whom Mr. 
Cough has most appropriately styled, * the IVi/keham of his time, 
in allusion to his skill in architecture. It consists of an upper and 
lower division, (separated by a fascia,) filling op the whole spare 
beiieatb one of the large arches of the pre^ytery, a^ liaving n 
similar front both to the north and the south. Hie iwer division, 
or canopy, consists of a large* open poiu|pl arcli centre, 
with a smaller one on each side; and beyt^id theii|||!founli and 
fifth arch in relief. The oj cn arches are divided hy J[m pendants, 
and the mouldings of tlic arches arc cbaiged with 4|ftd tils of vine- 
leaves; die roof of the canopy is richly sculpt udWhitofiin-woric. 
The blank arches on the sides, are separated intolVcompartnients, 
displaying some minute ornaments, and manyii|iriclds of the arms 
of Wlicthamsted iu quatrefoils, umfarr a condee of wheat-ears, in 
vases on {vedestals; which aim appear on thcranopy. The capi¬ 
tals of the pillars are diarged with oak-leaves. In the various span- 
drils of the arches arc tendtieids of tlie Duke's arms, and of France 

and 
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Ji«l England ina bordw: these are seven times repeated on the fas- 
f u, of a larger si/c; mid four of them are surmounted bv ducal roro- 
^lets, encircled by vases of wheat-ears; the other three are surmount¬ 
ed by helmets and mantles; but the crests are destroyed. The ujj- 
jier cumpartmeut displays a varM‘ty of beautiful niche*, w itli cano- 
|»ics, pinnacles, and Uniats; togethej witli rich open-work, ami 
close arches in relief. In the niche*, on the soutli siile, we statues 
of seventeen Sovereigns, called by Sandford, the Duke’s royal ats- 
cesfois;* blit Mr. (lough seems inclined to suppo«*, from one 
of thorn sustaining a Cliuich, and from otlier circumstances, that 
they were intended to represent the Kings of Men ‘. They aie 
evtiemely uncouth m form, amt as squat as if tiny hud been mo- 
dellcil ill clay, and compressed by a heavy weight. The fame 
ininiber of statues origiiially stood oq tlie north side; but all of 
I Item are imw lost, with tlie evceplion of one. which has been 
placed in a niche on the south side, to supply the room of one tlial 
wa* stolen a few year* ago, 'Ibis monument is secured onthe*oii(li 
hy aniroiigiatiiig, |>aintedWtte: the expense of erecting it, amount¬ 
ed to 4331. 6 s. Sd. The borly of the Duke was accidentally dis¬ 
covered in the vault beneath in Ihe^ear 1703; and was then lying 
in pickle, in a leaden coffin inclosed byanotlicr of wood. Since 
that iieriod the ^Igton has been rudely liandled, bone after bone 
having been purloined the curions, till very few remain. Oii 
the east end of Ui« vault wns painted a ctudfix, now partly oblite- 
latcd, willi chalices to receive tlie blood as it drops from the 
M omids. At Um extremity of tlie south aisle, near tlie Duke’s mo¬ 
nument, is the following inscription 10 his Biemwy, which, accord¬ 
ing to Swidford, in his Gaiealogkal History, was written about 
sixty years before liis time, by Dr. Wcstennati, parson of Sand- 
ridge and Busbey. 

p 2 PiV 

* Genealogical Hbtory, p. 317. 

f Sepulchral Mdnnmeuts, Vol 11. where three engravings we given 
of this Tnonument. 
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JP/ff- Memoiite F. Opt, 

Siii-nim 

Scroitnutn • 

//icjacct IIv’MruuEDi/s, Dii.r ilk Gt-ocESTRiu^i <‘/im 
JIesrici S'fxii Protector, J'ruudis inepttV. 

Detector, dull! field notut mirucuin cceci: ' 

Lunu n ccut Putrid', Columeii x't'iierdbik Hcgni, 

Pacin uviaiis, Musi^q. fax en.s nitiiorilnri, rutde 
Grutum opus OxoMo, qmr iiuiic Scold sdcrtif nfuli'ct 
I/rczcld sed mulitr Regno, Reg), sibi ncqumi 
ylbst/dit bine leUmili, vix hoc digmta sepulchro ; 
iniidid nmipent'e inmen, pod I-iniera ■Cirat. 

Deo Gloria, ■ 

TIh* Mommiciit or (jlrajwil of Abbot Whm u\ m.sti-i>, wbub 
ocni])ies tin- loner part of one ol the great ar( lies of the Clioii, k 
'■•inlt on a \erv ‘^iinpie, botekgant, design* 'I'lie lower jrart is a 
canop), optnmg l>j an obtuse pointed areh. nilU a fretted roof, 
above is a ri< Ji comice, witli tUe Abbot’s arms, three r-ais of uheat, 
several times repeated; and the inscription, V\LLESHABUN- 
DABt'NT, in ndief, on eachjddeof tiie moauineiit Oier Ihi' 
is a range of square compartments, cont^ing quatrefoils, eacli div 
plajing «-ome ornament, as a rose, a mitre, the Abbes .inns, Ac 
The niiier liisfia is charged witji lilie.s, dragons’ heads, and otlici 
objects of esn'llent sculpture. Beneath the esutop^ is a blue sl.di, 
oil whuli was a brass tigure of the Abbot, mpmhjunl tints, but 
this has long been sto?en4 On tlie wall above the mouuineiit, 
on llie sonlli side, is this aiseription: 

JOHANNES 

♦* 'this alludes to the anecdote of the lJukc detecting a cheat who 
had pretende^ to have been tnirai^Ioutly restored to sight at St. Al¬ 
ban’s slirine. 

f 'Die Duke eregt^^l Divinity School at Oxford. 

}. llie vault beneath waSi^|Ped a few years ago by Mr. Gough and 
others,'anything was;discovered,in it: scvml circtintstances 
-o.nduccMBlfcxcite the supposition ihit it had been previously opened, 
■nd thatwi^ept/t/OKs/y. 
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iOHANNKS 

De locu frwhcnturio. 

&uisjacft hie f Fitter ilte Johannes, nomimi magm 
Cui WHKTHKMSTEDIO partula villa dedit 
Tritidm in iwmdo eignunt guoque nomen arista; 

Fitum. res clarw, wn Monimenta, noUint. 

The beautiful Mouunientii! Chapel of Abbot Rameyge is ini' 
niediatelv opposite to that of Wliethamsted. The sculpture is ex- 
tietnely tine, and mostly in good preservation; and very shaq); 
tiiough many of the ornaments arc exceedingly minute. The roof is 
most elegantly sculptured into rich tiin-worfc, with pentlents of «jua- 
trefoils, and circles of the same. At each end are three large niches, 
w ith rich canojnes, the insides of which are adorned similarly to 
the roof, with quatrefoils; and several smaller niches running up 
between tlietn, with lowers in relief over the cano| ties. Below tlic 
niciies, is a cornice of foliage, with huniaii and animul heads at 
the augh's; one of the hesads has the stein of a vine tendril issuing 
fiom his mouth. Bem-atir the cornhe, at each end, are three 
shields of arms, with Hams for snp|>orte>s, in hold relief, and wear¬ 
ing collars, on which are the letters llYGEj thus forming rt busses 
of the Abbofs uatiu . among the anus are Uiose assumed by Rain- 
ryge, three eaglc> on a bend. On each side of the monument is 
a ilouhle range of duquefoibheadcd, narrow arches; the uppei 
ail lies finely picroed; and below are various imuute onraments in 
i4‘Uel'. si'uiptured on the square extremities of an embattled cornice. 
One of tlrese ornaments has an old man's head and body united to 
the tail of a fish, and leaning on a erutch; the lelteis R. Y. G. E. 
are also repeated in this [larf. Over tire dooi, that ojicus into 
the moDiimcnt fium the Choir, are several small seulptures, as a 
lion, a dragon, two rams, a shield with the Ahbcj anus, &e. and 
ill the spandrils of tlic an h, is a mutilated rcpreswilation of the * 
Martyrdom of St. Amphihuius. On othei ivails, are various shields 
ot anns, vvitli flowers, foliage, vine teudnls, &c. togctlrcr with a 
shield of tlie five wounds, ami others displaying the iiislnimehts of the 
Crucifixion, On this soutli side, also, isadouble range of niches, with 

E 3 canopies 
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canopies richly woriced, and terminating pyramidically over tlie arches 
betnecn. Round the upper part of the monument, is the inscrip> 
tioil SANCTl SPIKITUS 4SSIT NOBIS GRATIA; VENI SANCTG 
SPIRITUS REPTE TOORUM CORDA FIDELIUM ET TUI AMOBIS 
IN EIS IGNEM ACCENDE, AMEN. 

In tlie pavement of the Choir are many slabs in memory of Ab¬ 
bots, and other personages who were interred beneath: some of 
tliem display remains of rich Brasses; but the greater part have 
impressions only, the brasses havhig been either stolen or destroyed. 
The most perfect Bra» bow left, is a full length figure, mitred, 
in pontijicalibus, of Abbot IThomas DE la Mabe, under a rich 
canopy, curiously ornamented; round tlie verge was the following 
inscription, great part of wbiclt is yet remaining: 

|ac(t Dominun guonRam ahhaa Ituiun^anactriii.* 

Another Brass disphtys the figure of a Monk, holding a heart 
dropping blood between hia hands over his breast. From his mouth 
proceeds a label, with the verse Cor muuRutn ttca in mca ©rua: 
and beneath his feet is this inscription: 

jatft ffiatet E®®aiR(I^S BCaS^IClH. <iuRm, fjuj’ 
Sgonanterij ;S|9onachuB gui qtiiacima ser annia continuia tc 
ultra miniattabsr in Ritiiia maioiihue tt minoiifa^ cobent' 

monaateri) patripti aiDclita. 3!" ©fSeija Cercij ^otie Cq> 
quaii), Erffmotmi), rt 3[nffitmari2. Ct in ofiSetja auhteS'cc« 
toratij tt apetu cobent,* pro cui’ gia ffratrea catiaaimi ffunOe’ 
pcea R^emini aR iuRitrm altiaaimu pilaaitnu Rnm ifniu 
Cpiiatu. tat conceRat aiiii nuor tReniam petcator. amen. 

On another slab is the figure of an Abbot, mitred, beneath a 
canopy having the Abbey arms in the centre; and over it, a radi¬ 
ated heart, with the word CECD2D. At the comers of the slab 
were the emblems of the Evangelists; and round the verge, was 
a text from the booh of Job, with an animal or flower between 
«ach word. Below the feet of the Abbot is inscribed, 

«)ic 

* An engraving'of-this fine Brass has been given in Carter’s Specimens 
; ^ Ancient Sculpture and Painting. • 
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itsjc quilia tttia teoitett J^ectati eoltiene 

SfUi aome ita impoaitet, Jn ii^io CUitac 01 toc^iirt... 

Anotljcr Brass, with a mutilated inscription, displays the figure 
of Sib ANTHONir Ghey, Knt. son and heir np}>a! eiit to Edmund 
Lord Grey of Rutbyu, (created by Eilward the Fonrtii, Earl of 
Kent,) by Catherine, his wife, daughter of Henry Percy, Earl of 
Nortlmmberland. The Knight is represented with cropt hair, and 
liaviug plated atmour, buckled at the waistband. His gauntlets 
are jointed at the knuckles; and his knc^picces are very long and 
pointed; at his elbows is a trefoil ornament; and anollier Iretween 
his feet. He has on a sword and dagger; and liis bead rests on a 
helmet with an Eari's coronet; the crest appears to he a dragon 
rising from a tub.* He was .slain in the second battle of St. Alban's. 

On a slab in the soutlr aisle, was a figura in a monkish gamieui, 
with this inscription beneath the feet: 

(Ijarmoriale Sommeni E<B®ll®iK35 quon&am aupporiB 

hui' monactrrij qui eje |>fkC luce apiciatjd rr Bic menataJluouBti 
»nno tnii £BitTitns quineentTBitne jirimo itui' gic fnliut* 

crat att!B»im.‘ ' 

In this aisle also is an altar-tomb, and se<reral inscriptions to the 
uiemorv of the Maynards, a respectable family of St. Alban's, 
who represented the Borough in four ParliamcHts during the reigns 
ol' Queen RIary and Queen Ehzalieth. Thev ohtainerl, by mar¬ 
riage, a moiety of the inheritance of the ifou Avs, anotlicr respecia- 
bli* family of this tow 11 , one of wliom, as ai>pcars from an inscriptioii 
ill the north aisle, was a ‘ Mercliant of tire Staplehe dk'd in 151p. 

Among other jhtsoiis of note reported to have been buried in 
this Church in ancient times, is llie cclebraud traseller, aurl na¬ 
tive of St. Alban’s, SiV yhhn MandevHk; diii'cicnt inscriptions to 

F 4 whose* 


'riiis Brass, as well as several of ilic lahcrs in ihis Church, has 
been engraved for Mr. Gough’s Sepulchral Monuments. The same 
elaborate work contains a representation of the monument of Abbot 
VVhctlvatnsted, 
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Wfhose meinoi-j', have been penciUecl on the sccoml column from 
tlie west, on the north side of lire irave, near wiudi he is said to 
have been buried.* Weever, ItOwever, ailmns that he liad seen 
Ills toitib and epitapli. In tiio Church of the Gtiilliammitu, in the 
cit>’of Lie"C; according to which, be died in November, 1371. 
The famous Altiiimdcr liafiinm, another native of St. Alban’s, is 
also recorded to have been buried licrc; but no memorial now ic- 
tuaiii.s to point out the place of his iuterinent.f The oiilj niouii- 
ment deserviiig notice, of modern dale, i.s in the transept, again-f 
the wall at the north end : this was creeled in nieinory of Cuui.s- 
TOPHER Hawlinson, Esq. of CarU Hall, in Cartinel, Lanee. 
aliire, who nas (te.sccndetl bv tlie maternal line from Edward the 
Fourt!i.7 He wa.s celebrated for his coinjrrchensite haov.h'dui'ot' 
Saxon and nortUeni literature; and, wliiie yet ut ('oUi ge. pnh- 
lislied a correct etliliou ot'the Cireat Alfred’s version «it' ‘ lUinhiiifi 
dc Comolaiione Plttlosofdut.’ His niominicnt disjilyy^ a lienre 
of History, sitting on a sarcojdiagu.s, in a reclining po.-’iiiiiii, and 
writing in a book. He died in Jannaty, 17:,; 7-3. in liis titty sixth 
year: he >vas collaterally related to the celebraled antiijuary, Di. 
llicbard llawliiismi. 

Robert de Mowlnwy, the gallant Earl of Nhirtliunilterland, 
temp. 'Winiam Rufus; lidmund Reaid'ort, Diikt: ol' .yomersei , 
Henry Percy, Istirl of Nonliumherlaiid; 'I'lmnias Clilfonl, l-ord 
Clifford: Sir Willhnn Clynlon, Earl of Huntingdon; Sir^^altel 
Sotbington, Knt. Regiuahl, liisljop of Cljicliesler; and Sir \1 il- 
liam Rlytlie, Kni. ol York; are reeorrlcd, with xarions otln-i 

persons 

■* See fVeever’s TantralMonunients, l-'nd liUii. p. ami C'liauncy’s 
Herts, p. 471. 

+ ‘Al.EXAXi.ER, engnamento Neuuam, ahbua Cinvexirk iiU:- 
rarum sciintiu durus: otnit aim. dom. 17! i 7. lit. dom. c. jtrid. kal. 
Feb. et iepudm erat upudfanum S. Albnni. Cuius auime propitktiir 
altismnus, Adtcu.' Weever edit. 1767, from Annuls de fluveiliy. 
HIS. ia^bbiCort. 

[|U i’edigree is inserted in Sandford't Genealogical History, 



HBRTFOKBSHIBE. 


sy 

persons of distinction, to have Itecu also iidened in lliis fabric; but 
their places (vf sepulture are uot distiiiguisiied by any nieniorial."’ 
Js'ear the present entntnee into tlie south aisle, is a fikht allar->ininb 
of Purhech marble; tlic massi\e i^rjar slab of which is Ihoug^it 
to have Iteen an uUar-stoue, lioin the five situil crises (4,) Uiat me 
srulptuied on the lop; to win>sc memory this was erected is «ow 
uiikiiowii. 

Oanideii meuli^iis *a most heaiitiful brass Foiri, ovbcieia tire 
eliililien of the Khiijs of ih oiland ustid to lie baptised,' as bdhmg- 
iii 4 ti« ll.N Cliurcli; to which jj had been given by Sir Richard 
L. I . .<f>o|wvn; who, u-was recurded by a poiujfKntsiiiacrijrtkHi, 

- iawiiig If, 0 -, cred it iVoin the flame;.,’ iiad bi.tugh! it from fidiu- 
hurcii. 'I'liJ'- hmt wa- i iiihez/K'd in tin- tjivil Wars; during wiiieh 
jieii«ei. : . . <.>!f,iiie>,iole d inuiL'e w.ts (lone to tlie Imissfai, and 
otliei Mpuli’ina! n,e!!:^)^ai,^■ iuit the particulars of diJapida- 
tioii'. :i> Will as ail the netiiTii history of (he Ghiireh from the 
time os’tlie Uejinuiutieu. is involved hi obscurity, through tJie de- 
stnic’ioii of ul! til- ei i ■. estry and [>arish books, whk'h were barnf, 
vvitii the i'es toi'. lioe.se, about the year 17-W, when Archdeacon 
fioic was Reetrn', rtic lower part of lire Choir is neatly powed, 
and has u -allery, erected in 5/15, by William Hale, Esq. 
of King's ^^ald II, w ho was then a represeutatm* tor tills IWoi^h. 
Over the pulpit i- a crown, apparently of the time of James tlw. 
first; and higii orer tlie westeni atclt of the tower, on lire west 
side, -are iiie Uoyal arms of the Honsr* <>f Stuart; theseciBcum* 
stanres, eouihiued with the date MDCXXIII. over the verse.s n 
St. Alhiufs Martyrvlom, under the whidow in the soutJi aisle, riQ| 
(levs it probable, that tlie. alterations made in the Cluireb, toa(M 
it to the Ihote.stant form of Worsbij), were cflecled daring« 
reign of that King. On one of the piers in the Kaptistery, a 
marks of the more ancient pulpit may clearly he. seen. In the s« 
formerly of the IMarthorough family, hut now of Earl Spencer,, 
is a good carving of the Miirlhort ngli arms. - 

Many 

Beaufort, Percy, and ClilTord, were buried in the Chapel of the 
A irgin; ‘ in tincali orditw, ju.\tt( slattim, grudum, e< komrem dig- 
tiitutixi 
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Many of tlie Monks and Abbots belonging to St. Alban’s Abbey, 
became eminent for their learning, and renowned for tlieir inge¬ 
nuity and skill in various branches of science and of art. Even .«o 
early as the time of Abbot Paul, the Monastery had both a Li¬ 
brary and a Scriptorium, as clearly appears from Matthew Paris; 
though Mr. Newcome, by a singular misunderstanding of his au¬ 
thor, has affirmed, that “ among all the rooms and buildings be¬ 
longing to the Abbey, thao, was none called tlic Library;"* tliongh 
Paris himself records, tliat Abbot Paul, in j^iturn for a gift of 
tythes to the Abbey, had bestowed his own library on the warrior 
who had made the donation; and immediately afterwards, ‘ canse<l 
some peculiarly chosen books to be written,’ to supply the places 
of the ibrmer.t Even in the brief account of tliis very Abbey in¬ 
serted in the Monasticon, an ancient manuscript of the Bodleian is 
quoted, as actually reciring the Latin verses tliat were inscribed 
upon the windows in the Library-Room.X 

The Scriptorium, or Writing-Room, was of equally distinct aj)- 
proprnttion. " A certain Nobleman, (Robert of Hatfield,) .says 
Matthew Paris, “ stout in war, and a Norman by birth, in the 
time, and by tlie persuasion of, Abbot Paul, conferred upon the 
Church of St. Alban, two fmrts of the tithes of his demesne in the 
manor of Hatfield; and assigned them, at the suggestion of tlris 
Abbot Paul, a lover of books, tor the formation of volumes neces¬ 
sary to the Church; for that warrior was a literary man, a diligent 
hearer, and lover too of books. To tliis ojfice were also aimc.ved 
additionally (by him) some tithes in Redbum; and lie appointed a 
^aily provision of meat to be allowed to the writers, lest the wri¬ 
ters sliould be hindered in their work. And tlie Abbot caused 

* some 


* Hist, of St. Alban’s Abbey, p. 75. 

+ Postqtum—prxfato librarium suutti, primh paratum, Ubc- 
conlrderat coiUinubr^^0ros prtg-electoe scrilnfieU. Matt, Pa- 
;p, 1003. > 

Infene^ri4;0l^l(001Hn’ari monasierii precdicli. Monasticon, 
Vvl. I. p. 1S3. 
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some noble volumes, necessary for the Church, to be there, in the 
very Srriplorhm which he built himself, written by writers select' 
and I'etchcd from far.”* By these writers many books were 
transcribed, and were afterwards given to the Church by Paul: 
the collection was further augmented by Abbot Syinmid; who, 
Liinselti gave constant employment to tliree or four scribes, and 
ordained that all future Abbots ‘ should employ one scribe at 
least.’ The increase of books was so comwierable, through the 
above, and otlier causes, that Leland, but a few years previous to 
the Dissolution, remained several days in the Abbey, for tlie pur¬ 
pose of extracting “ notes of the Antiquities of Britain, from the 
trea^^ures of the celebrated Library tehich is thereof Ail these 
treasures, however, were disfK'rsed in tlie subsequent wrech of re¬ 
ligious foundations; yet a few of the Manuscripts, that are known 
to have belonged to the Abbey, may still be found' in our public 
libraries. 

Almost all tlie monastic buildings appear to have been situated 
on the south and south-west side of the Church; but of these only 
the great Gute-lJouse, on the west, and a few cottages, said to 
have been originally parts of the King’s stable, are now' standing. 
The ruins of the various edifices have evklently raised the ground 
which they occupied considerably, and the sites of some of them 
may yet be traced. The situation of the princqral cloisters can be 
very clearly ascertained, fooin tiie ruined arches that still remain 
attached (o the vrallsof the Church. 'Ibe nine which run parallc! 
with the nave, each cortsist of three small pointed arelies within a lar¬ 
ger one, with double trefoil ornaments in tliespandriis; all these rise 
from slender pillars, now almok hidden to their capitals, by tlie 
accumulated rubbish: those arches whidi adjoin the tnuisept are 

more 


\Yhitaker?$ St. German’s, from Matt. Paris, p> 1003. 

t Jtgeham dies aliquot eqiud Famm Albmi, tuonasierium propter 
muros deserti Ferolamii siturn, ut aiiquid antiquiiatis Jintamica e the~ 
sauris bibliotheca qua ibidem Celebris esl, eruertm, |jeb Dc Script. 
Crii. p. 160. 
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iiK>rc plain; but that neatt'st to tju! south door, has a canopied 
bracket for a statue. 

The Cintc-llousc, a large, and heavy, glootny buildiog, forming 
the chief entoice into the Ablniy precincts, svas built in tlie tsue 
of Richard the Sec.imd; and tlie up[«;r part is now used as tlie Pri¬ 
son ol’ the Ltlicriy, as the lower part tbrracriy was of tlie Monastery. 
Tlic large arch of entrance is obtusely ]>oiuted, and has a groined 
and otliewisc ornamented roof. The cajiacioust extent of the 
court-yard of tlie Abbey, may still be traced, from the scaU(;rcd 
fiagmenls of wjdls that formed the inclosurc. 

lu the fields on this side, but at diflerent distances, arc tno 
arcbed passages, locally termed tUc Mmh' Holvx. The njicning 
into that which seems to have been the principal, IhtMigli both 
have a very general similarity, is at, the skle of a small ditch, about 
350 or 400 yards from tlie Church, Tire present entrance k al¬ 
most choaked up with weeds, fragments of tiles, broken stones, 
&c. The extent of this pa.ssagc in a norUicrn direction, is about 
248 feet; at that point all further progress !r.>s been impeded by 
tlie fall of the arch, and eonsciiuenl descent of the sivpeiiiKuudreut 
earth. It may be seen, liowcvcr, from a small aperture on the 
left, tliat it has a continuation in the same direction. Its height is 
three feet, nine or tea inches; and its breadth at the bottom, about 
two feet. 

This passage is curiously wrooglit; lire workmansifip is good 
and, genentlly speaking, the wliolc is in au excellent stale of pre¬ 
servation. Tire Iwttoin is formed of large b!o<ks of fjee-slone, 
from three to four Icel long, and propoitioiuidy «ide; sUHil.u, 
but smaller blocks form tlie sides, to the height of from twelve to 
Iburtecu indies. Abocc these, several tomses of hewn or dressed 
fhnts, are caniod up to the spring of the arch, which is semi-eir- 
cular, and composed eutirdy of Romuu tiles, placed edgewise, 
Tlie whole }ias$agc hi^||p^l rise to the north. In one part, 
cros»ng the bottom, ||,(#(lcuity about one toot wide, and eight 
or nine inches dee^ Oa the surface of tlie ground immediately 
above the extreu^gfbf the passage, is a hoUow of several yards in 

extent, 
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«!xtent, that has been formed thrwigh the sinking of the arch be- 
lieath, and the conseqneut deposiliou of the soil. 

• The second Pa.ssage opens into a field about 150 yards nearer 
to llic Church; its interior direetkm is, however, the same; but 
the entrance is more choaked np than that of the former. The 
rauic general description will suffice tor this. The blocks of free¬ 
stone at the bottom and sides, the courses of hewn fiinfs above, 
and the Konmn tiles formhig Uie crown of tlie arch, arc shuilar; 
but the internal state is more nuiious, and of c«nise(jutiic c the passage 
is more obstructed. Its length to the point, where the faUeu rubbish 
prevents any further progress, is about lundy-four feet. 

That tliese {tdssages were iiifoiided for drains, may he presumed 
from the circuntstancc of the passage 5a»t mentioned having two 
smaller apertures opening into it; one tm eacli side, but at some 
distance from each other. Tlie one on the right or east side » 
stopped up by the upper part of the arch liaving given way, but 
tliat on the west is perfect; it forms a square of about eight inches, 
and nuis ofi" from the larger passage at right angles^ Its laigth 
apjwars to he between three and four feet. Its further extrenaty 
.seems to o|)en into a third huge {msitge; but this cannot he ascer¬ 
tained, unless the ground were opened. Tlie dimensions of this 
lateral passage render it next to improbable that it could haveireen 
intended for any other purpose than a drain; and if this is admitted, 
it follows, that the larger passages bail tlie .same appropriation. 

Besides the Abbey Church, St. AllKm’s contauis two others, re- 
sjrrctively deduated to St. Michael ami St, Peter. St. Michael’s 
Chi rch stands at the Irottora of the town, on the road to Dun¬ 
stable, and within the walls of the ancient Veiulani. 'Fljis Church, 
which, equally with St. Peter’s, was founded almut the middle of 
the tenth century, by Abbot Ulshius, still displays unquestionable 
s))ecimctis of the original Saxon architecture, in its massive pier* 
mid plain semi-circular arches. It has, however, been much alh-r- 
cd; and the massive tower at the west end is aiqrarently of a later 
date, though still Very ancient: this was originally open to the nave, 
by a large, plain, pointed arch, but is now exc!ude.d from Uic body 
of the Church, by a gallery brought from tilit old Manor-House at 
‘-i Gotlimubury. 
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Oorhambury. Some ancient inscriptions, that were here, are re¬ 
corded by Weever* and Chauncy ;t others yet reraatn, but have no 
partkolar interest, with the single excepUon, perhaps, of that 
the memoiy of the illustrious Frakcis Bacox, Baron of Veru- 
bnn, and Viscount St. Alban's, who, togeti^r with his mother, wa> 
buried in this fabiic.I This renowned idiilosopher and statesman, 
is represented by a finelj-sculpluicd alabaster statue in a mciie on 
thenortli side of the cliancol. He is sitting in a (ontemplatne 

posture. 


* Funeral Monuments, p 014. 
t Chauncy's nertfoiUiIiire, p. )7t. 

J The biographers of Lord Bacon relate, that his health had suflued 
in the severe winter which followed the intoettous summer of Ictao; but 
that, on his partial recoixry tn the succeeding .pring, he sv.is proceed¬ 
ing to inaJce a little ettcursion into the country, in order to try some ex¬ 
periments in natural philosophy, when he svai taken ill, and obliged to 
ttop at the Earl of Arundel s, at Ilighgate, where he died on the ninth 
of April, 10C?(3. The immediate cause of his death is thus related by 
Aubrey, in his Manuscriptt now preserved iit the Ashmolean Museum, 
at Otford: Aubrey himself professes to have received his information 
from 'Ihomas Hobbes, of Malmsbury, who frequently visited his Lord- 
riup at his houses at Vcrnlain, and Gorhambury. 

** The cause of his Lordship's death, was trying an experiment as he 
was takeing the aiie in the coach with Dr. Witherbome, a iicoteh-man, 
fhysitian to the King. Towards High-gaie, snow lay on the ground; 
and it came into my Lord's thoughts, why flesh might not be preserved 
in snosv, as in salt. TKey were resolved they would try the experi¬ 
ment presently: they alighted out of the coatb, and went into a poore 
ptomab's house at the bottoroe of High-gate Hifl, and bought a hen, and 
m-sde the woman cxenteme ^f'-and then stufftal the hodie with snow; 
and tr,|i,nrd did Kmself. 'Ihe snow so chilled him, that 

**"«dtately ho could not retume to his lodgings, (I 

Arundell’s house 

'^■gh-gadH^re.^iey putt hip into a good bed, warmed with a 
panne; lud^ysadamB bed, tliat had not been layn in for about a 
Sa''d him smh a cold, that in 2 or 3 dayes, as I rc- 
meittb' iHiti yifd me, he died of tiiIl>catioo.** 




sj;v rm^iA, 

VTJAJtVM I.yMKN. krt<' V(i{j»tM t.KX ' 
sjc .iSitoit.li AT; 
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posture, HUbh elbowwjbari (md‘beneath is the following elegant 

epitdpb, WtitbBP by «te aexPAipIbbed Sir Henry Wottoa. 

VRAifcmuBAispv, Ba&o ot Veroiam, S-WAtBANI Vic.**« 
Seu, notioriboi titttlis, 

Scientianm tonaen, Fsecnndiaf le*, 
btc sedebai. 

Qui, pon(|asni omnia nataraiis sapientix 
Et cieil(> arcana etolvisstt, 

* N iturtif decretum explcvit, 

Cotnpmita .fofwniar. 

An*. I)ni M,UC.XXVI. 
iEtat. LXVL 

'I'antt vid 
Mem. 

Thomas Meaotvs, 

Superttitis cultor, 

Deruncn Admirator. 

U. 

mP"* 

* Ih the new eduion of Bic^aifbia Qritanmca, dut epitaph has 
been thus translated: 

» 

Frahcis Bacoh, 

BAjsnH or Vesolam, YiseonitT St. Aibah^ 
or, by mere cnntpimMs TiiMt, 

OF Science tHs Ijpfrf, or FtoavENcE Tint XkAW, 

SAT thus: 

tVbo, after all natmrat Wisdom 
And Secreu of Gbnl JLifohe had On&dded, 

Kature'f LawfotfiUed: 

JdtH C^owpmmdi be dissohed' 

In the Year of Out^ tmd, $ of his Age, &Q, 

J # f 

Of sQch a hlah, that the bfemtay might remain, 

, ‘ TAohas MsAutvs 
lanng, hit AtteBdaat} Dead, h» /hdmirer, 

Placed thh *?4tenumebt. 
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Sir Tlioinns Meautvs,* who erected this moiniment, had hccii 
Prirate ScGrctary to Lord Verulani, and continued , his tidelitj to 
him through all his troubles; and on the death of his master, ii’i- 
hcrited his possessions, as cousin and next heir. He, liiniself, was 
interred in this Church, as appears from an ini|ierfect inscription 
on a stone on the pavement near tlic altar rails, and which stone 
is jvartly conceah d by a pew. Wbal remains of the inscriidion is 
as follows: tbc second line seems to have been chipped away by 
some invidious person, but is not efi'ectually obliterated. 

_ _ — H 'riE nODY OF S.R 
_____ MEaUIYS K.t 

lu this Church is also the burial-place of the family of the Lords 
Grimxion, of Goibainbuiy; the memory of those interred is pre- 
sened by batebments, and other memorials. 

St. Petee’s Church stands on elevated ground, at tbc north¬ 
east extremity of the town, on the Lntou road. Though origi¬ 
nally constructed in the Saxon ttiiie.s, it appears, from the style of 
its architecture, to have been re-built about tlie time of Henry the 
Tliird. Since that period, however, it has undergone considerable 
rejvairs and alterations; the mo.st recent of which liave been made 
at the expense of about 40001. since the jear 180d, when an 4cf 
of Pariiameut was obtained to cnnwwer cortain trnstecs, :ip{K>inled 

under 

In the.commendation given in the same work,- to Hollar’s Etching of the 
Monument, the biographers are not equally happy: so far, indeed, is 
the plate from being excellent, as they have characteriaed it, that it is 
extremely unlike, both in the features, and the position. 

* Ibe unsettled state of our orthography, even so late as the beginning 
of the seventeenth century, may ,ii> some de^ee be exemplified by the 
spelling of this name; which is jt/eowb/s in the epitaph; though, in a 
letter from Lord bacon to Sir Henry VVotton, it is spelt Mmtmi and 
in Sir Henry’s reply, Sir Henry,was related both to Lord 

baton and Sir 

fltcliquae WottonlaRc, p. tqy, 8, 
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under the Act, to levy a rate on the parishioners to the above 
amount. Hie tower having become extremely ruinous, and in 
g^cat danger of tailing, had been previously taken down; and a 
general reparation of the whole structure was deemed necessary.* 
VoL. VII. Feb, 1806. G • The 

* All the expendve repairs and modem alterations of this fabric, 
hare probably originated from an order of Vestry, made the twentieth 
of April, 1756, in the following words. “ That the surcecding Church- 
Wardens hare the old belfry taken down, and the middle floor sunk as 
low at it tan conveniently be, to make another belfry.” To explain 
this, it it necessary to observe, that tlie original belfry was so low, as 
to ob' truct that perspective view uf the chance! which the then rulers of 
the parish were desirous of obtaining; and therefiwe, under the order 
above stated, they bad a new belfry erected, the floor of which is said 
to liave been about twenty-two feet higher than the old floor. This 
answered the purpose of opening the view, but was soon discovered to 
have done essential injury to the building, from violating the principles 
on which it had been wiginatly constructed. The old belfry-floor had 
rested against the four great piers which supported the tower, and 
were below of solid masonry; yet it now appeared, that the origi¬ 
nal builders had not carried them, up solid so high as the place which 
the new floor was to rest upon, 1 ut had contented themselves with an 
outside casing, filled only with rubble. Under these circumstances, on 
the elevcntli of May. HRS* the vestry resolved, “ ITiat, whereas the 
two piers (or part thcreoO of the Church tower next the south aisle, is 
in a dangerous and ruinous condition,” the same be forthwith “ repair¬ 
ed." For that purpose, a carpenter in the parish was employed, who 
introduced one of his own friends in the character of a surveyor; these 
lit associates, having undermined the piers of the tower, a heavy build, 
ing* thirty -three feet square, prepared to set them upon xeooden kgs, 
and accordingly diagged from London (where probably they had been 
lying upon the mud in the river Thames} thirty-six great blocks of Me- 
mel timber, which they set upright, nine in each pier, and then sur¬ 
rounded them wiilfbrick-worfc separately; and afterwards walled round, 
antf-covered with plaster, the four piers, so as to make them look like 
strong massy columns. "With similar inconiideration, the Vestry, on 
the sixth of September, 1786, granted {mrmiision to certain persons, ’who 
desired it, to a^, at thjjir own expensej two nevy triples to the eight bells 
already betei^g tothfrChurch; all ‘ettding to increase the superincum¬ 
bent weight. 



9S ITERTPOBDSMIfi®. 

The Church, as it anckath' Stood, ms in the form of a long cross, 
■with a tower rising from the intersection of theuavc, chancel, and 

transept: 


The amount of the expend wasted on this repair, was 27901. and 
almost as soon as it was finished,, the parish seemed to be alarmed with 
apprehensions of the consequence; for so early as the twenty-second of 
March, t7:'>0, a Vestry mot to inspect the stat e of the four principal pil¬ 
lars ; and the Vicar having moved, that Mr. Bkhard Norris, of Christ’s 
Hospital, sltould survey them immediately, he did so on the tsventy- 
fourth of April following, and gave it as his " opinion, that w long as 
the timbers used in tliem remained lonnd, the tiwer might be safe; but,” 
he adds, “ should they decay, I doubt the totver’s standing 5 and am 
sorry to say, that, from (the app^rance of some of them, I should fear 
they are proceeding to that state.” In the mean time, the \'icar, and 
the Archdeacon, did all in their power to prevent mischief, and pro¬ 
mote peace, but in vain: vestries were held continually: one forbade the 
ringing of the bells; the next rescinded the prohibition, and ordered it. 
More surveyors were called in, of whom some said, that the timbers 
were “ perfectly sound, and would. be capable of supporting the tower 
/or ai least serai i/ears to come ;*’ others declared they were decaying; 
til! at lengtii Mr. James JLewis, of Christ’|^llospiul, having made a fair 
and unbiassed report of the stato of things, the parish were persuaded 
to take down the tower; after they had gone on for years, sometimes 
using the Church, and at other times having it shut up. To close the 
scene, on the morning of Saturday, the twenty-first of November, 1801, 
{service being at tlmt time performed every Sunday,) the whole floor 
of the belfry fell at once into the body of t^c Church, and crusfied se¬ 
veral of the pews to pieces; a that supjtortqd the floor, and rested 
on the piers, having broke off, being sjuite rotten. This event obliged 
the paiish to apply to Budiameat for an Act ■to enable them to rc-buiid 
the tower and cl)an<%l a redu^ scale,.and moreeflR.ctualIy to re¬ 
pair the Church; this Act passion the twenty-fourth of March, 1803. 
The l^hop of Ely, to whom- M^hancel belonged, agreed to it* being 
made smaller, and with hi»f^ti|?cs of the great tithes of the rectory, 
handsomely contributed the expense, on condition that, the pa¬ 

rish should secure to i|^ appropriator, the site of the old chancel, and 
maintiidn the new the time to come, 'Ihc-architeet appointed 

to effect the rece^alteiaMiuns, was Mr. Hebert Ctapm^n, qf Wori** 
wood-Strect, y&ucat. 
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transept; but the tower is now built up from the ptouikI; the 
chancpl Jias been jborfoned upwards of thirty fcel; and both cuds 
of the (lansept have been taken <iowu to flie le\cl of the side walls 
of I lie Church. The present tower is of biick, neatly stuccoed, 
and emhatticil; its height is sixty-se»ea feet 
The interior of St. Peter'S has a very light and ek'gant appear- 
iinre, the nave beins; separated from tire aisles by a double series 
of high |)oiMte<l arebt's, supported on well-proportioned, cluslcit 1 
pillars. Tite tower is open to the nase by a iminted arch; and 
the windows of the aisles are large and giai eful; those of the 
luve, which range above the roof of the aisles, have obtuse arches; 
the cast window is an exceUeut juodern imitation of the pointed 
shle. The pews are plain, but regular; and iJic whole inteiior 
has a neat and pleasing eflect. 

Before the former ier>air, there were many sepulchral bi asses 
with curious inscriptions in tliis Church; ami in the windows 
was a great variety of painted glass, sonte of which still re¬ 
mains.* The most remarkable of the insaiptions was under 
the figure of a Priest, on a slab in the cluucel: it was en- 
giaved in a double circle, between the leaves of a rose, as in the 

G 2 cut 


* Salmon, in his Account of IJeits, page 90, has noticed this painted 
glass ia the following manner! “ A great deal of painted glass in the 
windows. In the north window, St Peter with In', keys, twice: St. 
Andrew at the svest. In the 'north window, a man drinking; a label, 
Eire hihi Fenmum crede: two stand by him; one of them holds the but- 
tom of the cup to Ins mouth; a third is littlng, with tsvo children lean¬ 
ing their heads in his lap. In the neat, (window,) one in armour kneel¬ 
ing; two others standing by. In the middle window is a person naked, 
his hands tied down, an eaecuiioner stabbing him in the throat with a 
long sword; a woman stands behindi this seems designed for Offa’s 
Queen, seeing young Alfred murthered. The third hath a grave man, 
in a blue gown .and cap, with his liands tied to a pillar, a woman sitting 
by in a mourulul posiuie.” 
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cut bneath, whwb was rxecufed from a reduced drawing made 
from an impressioh taken from the brass iWIf; sO that all the 
forms of the letters, ai)d mietj of the contractions, are rcpreseat- 
etl with perfect accuracy.* 



The outer circle, when divested of its contractions and spelt 
agreeably to tlie pre^nt system, will Iran thos; 


Lo aU that ere I spent, <d)at sometime had I f 
All that I gave j» good intent, that now have I, 

That 1 neither gave nor lent, that aOw ahk 1} 

Tiiat 1 kept till I kwt I. The 

’ The Drawing wa||pf|&^ Mr,'niomas Fisher, whose tatents for 
eonect delineation, J®M^erainently displayed hy his print ol the 
Roman PateiMnt|d E j |fci|iM Qmed in I^denhali-Street, and by his 
perfect fac-iitniEjiPaie abstrOse inscriptions from ancient Bdiylun, 
made by orr ||p||wDirectors of the East IndiasCompany, an^d engrav ed 
at their C" was executed by the ingenious Mr. 11, T. Ausim. 
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Jhe iaaer cuvk expresses the same seatiments ht Latui, but 
more condaely; wbm read at length it is as follows 

' Sued Espendi habui, 

Saod Domti babeOt 
Quod Negani punior. 

Sued Seroam pe^idi. 

The word Ecce, io tlie osDtue^ should be tefdbmd. Thus it is ’ 
Another brass, in the (Cancel, resented a Mcrolaiit and jus 
wifethe latter was dressed in a dosewhodied intutler witli a cloak 
descending to the ^t, and rising hi a squate hood above her 

head. beneath their feet was this inscription: 

, 4 

ftic fatmt 3fobeJ( atlsnjRotinniui aWJt, 10.0 

Ri( ibsteiBhi. Snne. RaTuSiKmo ccsac. fg,3!f • ^t tim 

3[^na»ic — — 

4a 

On a slab in the nave, were brasses of a male and female; the 
former in the habit of a Merclrant; with the following ^taph in 
four lines; 

SOitfm Oittoi. anR bin SOff ^utu 
untKt this Stone hen huneh btn 
3(ii briitn 0ooti !lo[R,ar8unt btm a place 
SlB tPtt tbtm houftbt toitb tbt htstir ftil Rtre 
SObicbe SOillm ae pm it apptie * 

®:be 3lf Rat! of H^rcpe. paot tpis ptteent feGr 

se.«a 2 r®.llIJEI anR OJ ?m 

HDf jcpiot htpoo state he t|>e» pi^rinudsfe. 

Many of the bodies of those thid weee slam in the tiOo battles 
of St. Alban’e, were buried in this Church and Cfaurch.yard. 
Among those iuterred in die Cburcti, was &V JBer/in ErUteysel, 
Knt. of Lancashire, who was wounded in thi ii»t battle, and died 
a ftw days afterwards. Ldland says, “ he was beiyed under the' 
plase of the Lectoriura in the quyre, whereas a memoriall of him 
thcr yet remeynetfa." This ‘ memoriali’ was a brass figure of a 
Knight in amioar, a fragment of wbidh was preserved in the late 
: the form flf tbpjiandk of |h« tmtai wfaiph the Knight k 
G 3 represented 
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represented as wearing, is exactly siiniiar to that of a real sword 
said to have belonged to Entwysel, found in digging up the foun- 
- dations of the chancel during the last repairs. 

Of those who were, killed in the same battle, and interred 
here, were the Ralphs ^^iliorpe,'Mbet mid son, of Bapthorpe, in 
Yorkshire. Tlieir epitaph, both m I^da and En^ish, is recorded 
by Weever and Chauncy: the Engfish part was a translation of the 
Latin, andiahtiius: 

Behold where two R auLph Babthorps, both the Sonne and Father lie. 
Under a Stone of marble hard, interr’d in this mould drie; 

To Henry Sixths, the Father, SquitSe, the Sone, he Sewer was. 

Both true to Prince, and for his sal^p, they both their life did passe, 
The Year one Thousand, and foure Hundred Fifty-five, 

Gritnme Death, yet not alone, did them of breath deprive; 

The last day of their light was th' tweniielh«two of May, 

God grant them light in Heav’n, gnd without end, a Day. 

Among the otiior inscriptions of the fifleenlh centnry, was one 
in commemoration of Edmund Wesihy, Esq, who died hi .Sep¬ 
tember, 147'5: he was Ilundrcdor and Bailiff of the Lilierty of 
St. Alban; and in hishonso, Henry the Sixth i.s said to have re- 
Biaiiied during the time of the first battle. In the chance! is a 
handsome monument in memory of .Lievtenant Colonfl 
William Dobyns, who tm appointed Lieutenant Gov<>nior of 
Berwick upon Tweed by Queen Anne, and, after retiring from the 
military service, at an advanced age, became Justice of tlie Peace 
for Middlesex and Hertfordshire, and for the Liberty of St. Alban. 
He died in January, 1738-5, at the age of eighty-eight. Andlher 
handsome monument in the chancel, with a very florid Latin epi¬ 
taph, records the memory of Robert Rlmney, D. I), who was 
Vicar of this Church upwards of twenty-eight years, and of whom 
smne curious circumstance^y^ related in the first article (Mina 
io Selim) of the secondjMpnc of Dr. Cotton's Various Pieces; 
J)c died at the age of in December, 1745. Against tlie 

west wail, at Uie cfflSrftbe nave, is a tablet to comtiicmniate the 
virtues of Rob rrt^^aybring, M. B. Scholar of Christ Church, 
Ox(m, 1vba.die(jy^|li lie, 17-17, aRod tw enty-nine. Bcncitib a Latin 

EDitapli, 
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(•pitaph, giving him an exalted character, are the following Inic-.. 
written by Dr. Cotton. 

Oh! come who know the chiidloi parent’s sigh, 

ITie Weeding bosom, and the streaming eye j 
IVho feel the wounds a dying friend imparts 
ten ilic last pang divides two social hearts: 

This weeping miirble claims the generous tear: 

Here lies tte friend, the son, and all that’s dear. 

He fell full-biossom’d in the pride of jouili, 

The nobler pride of science, svorth, and truth. 

Fiiia and serene he view’d his mouldering clay, 

Kor (ear'd to gA, nor fondly wish'd to stay 5 
And when tiic King of'1 errors he descry’d. 

Kiss'd the Steen mandate, bow’d iu» head, and dy’d. 

•Viiotliei'inonuinetit, agaiust the west svall, dliplays tiic bust of 
EtiWARD Strong, of New Barns, in this parish, Citizen and 
Mason of London, who. “ ciiually with its ingenious ttichitecf. Sir 
ChristopIxT Wren, anti its truly pious diocesan, Bishop Compton, 
shaied the felicity of seeing both the beginning and the huishing 
of that stujiendous fabric,” the Cathedral Chun h of’ St. l^tul, (to 
the laying of the last stone,) about wliich he was eraployerl as 
Mason: he died at the age of spventvone, in I'ebruajy, 1723. 

Tlic Ciiurcli-yard is estieiiiely sjKtcioiis, and contains numerous 
monuments; and among them, one with this inscriptbu; “Here 
are deposilexi the remains of Annk, Hamnah, and Nathaniei. 
Cotton this is the only memorial for Dr. Cotton, the ingeui* 
ous authte of Visions in Verse, the Fire-side, and other small 
pieces, all of wliich are strongly conducive to promote the interests 
of \irtae and religion: they were buried resjiectneiy, tlie fourteenth 
of April, i74S; nineteenth of May, X772; atid tlie eightli of Angust, 
1788. 

Hie principal Charitable Jh'mndutim at St, Alban’s is locally 
named the BliiLOlKos, and consists of nine alms-houses, forming 
three sides of tm oblong sijuare, with a palisade in front, near the 
entraucO of the town from Hertford: each house has a detached 
garden, and contains four3>JtrtTOex''S' These Were built and eii- 

0 4 dowed 



jii4))»ott anil mawtroHBcr of tJuWkHiw |>rtor pctBOttt} 006 bsifto t 

poor rafn, aiKl the orhcr halt pool oomu. fix prmat alhvt^ 
aace to the »J-l pof aawum Wfli. ITw witire iiij« 

oagenteat of tlu$ estabJobnteat is lested tB the prtipnttOFO/ the 
mauoi of Saiidndge, which hd\mg been the proiKrty of the late 
Ear! Spencei. fais widow, tlie Dowager Countess i^iencer, has now 
tlie stipenntendrnre.* Not tar distant trnm the above, and near 
the iioitb-west side of St. Peter's Church, in Bow*gale, is I^mba^ 

ton's 


*■ About the jear 173^, Saiah, Duchess Dowager of Marlborough, 
purchased of the heirs of the family of fiobotham, the Manor o( New- 
land Squillers, within the Parish of St. Peter, of which the Maiioi - 
House stood at the extremity of the Borough, by the side of the road 
Icaduig to Hatfield and Hertford. Hus house hat mg been long aban¬ 
doned by the family, had been let as a Boy’s Boarding-School and 
about the years 1715 to 1718, it was a very reputable school among the 
Dissenters, where the celebrated Dr. Doddridge, Dr. Atkin, and others, 
ministers, and other persons of that profession, received the ludiments 
of their education Ihe Duchess pulled down the house, and elected 
the present Buildings, or Alms-House, on the sue, which Alms-ilouse, 
and the grounds laid to the same, together with certain estates m 
Crowhurst, and other plates m the counties of Suircy, Sussex, and 
Kent, late the property of Edward Gibbon, one of the South Sea Di¬ 
rectors, and certain other estates in Marston iabbett, in the county of 
■Warwick, ‘late the propeiiy of Robert Simnan, Deputy-Cashier of 
the South Sea Company, the Duchess, by deed inrolted m Chancery, 
dated 2nd of June, 173b, conveyed to Daniel, Earl of Wmchelsta and 
Nottingham, the Right Hon. Sir 1 bomas Reeve, Chief Justice of the 
Commbn Pleas, and others, in trust, fot the maintenance of the alnu- 
men and alms-women, but to the sole management of the 

said Duchtss during her lifc.ij| ff nfter her decease, ol the person who 
shall be in possession of her^Sl m the adjoining parwh of Sandridge, 
(who IS at present her gr^^Put grandson, Lari Spencer.) She alto 
directed 201. per annum, biPldiaid to the Rector of the Abbey Church, 
or to the Vicar at tie Church of St, Peter, for the tune being, 
frr overlookine the ■asm that shall be placed m the said Alms-llouse.* 
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ton's Alm-IfoKic; a range of six buildings, erected for as many 
l)oor widows, in parsnance of the Will of Roger Femlwrlon, Esq. 
who was She.iffof this county in l620, and died in 1627; having 
directed that the urn of 51. yeariy, issuing from bis manor of Shel¬ 
ton, m Bedfordshire, should be paid for the maintenance of each 
of the said widows for ever. Over the gate of the httle court be- 
fore the Alms-nou«c, is an airovr, or short sj>ear-hcad, stuck up¬ 
right in the britk-uork; and the tradition of the place is, that the 
founder shot a widow with an ariow by accident, and built the 
AlinvIIouse by waj of atoncmcnl. lie was grandfather to 
Sir Fraiiris Pemberton, Lonl Chief Justice of England in the time 
of (’harles the Senmd. Other Jlm<>-House<i, but of infeiior im¬ 
portance, arc established in different parts of the town. 

Several Schools, for tile instruction of the diildren of the poor, 
bavelieun instituted here, and are supported bj voluntary contri¬ 
butions, and other patronage. The Grammar-School was founded 
under the Charter of Iinoqioration granted to the Borough by 
Edward the Sixth. Quetn Elizabeth, by Letters Patent, dated at 
Goriiambury, on the twenty-fourth of Maiih, in the twelflii of 
Inr reign, (1570,) empowered the Mayor and Buigcsses, for the 
better support of the saiii .School, to grant two wine licenses to 
any persons they should think fit, within the boiough, permitting 
them, “ to sell all sorts of wine, by any measures and at any 
price,” to tile exclusion of all others; provided that the annual 
salary of 20l. was |)aid by the Mayor and Burgees to the Mas¬ 
ter of tlie Sf hool. Another wine licence was granted, by James the 
First, 111 order to augment the stijicnd of the Master by the ‘ sum 
of fourniniks;’ and at the same time tlie Mayor and Burgesses 
were privileged to scire any wine kept for sale routrary to the 
grant, in any plarc within the borougli, or the distance of two 
miles, Tiicsc wine licenses weie let hy auction for three year* 
from Christmas 1803, for tlie benefit of the grammar master, at 
l()i. i>er annum each; to the kee|>ers of the White Hart, tlie 
Woolpack* and the Pea-Heii inns. Qver llie door of the School 
IS this inscription: 


SCHOLA 
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SCHOLA S.*‘ AlBAKI. 

Sttfl? Dna: Maria jattipridem nomine d^cf^t esl, 

Ziterulis celebruHjfkcit Eljsa doimm, 

Sidd veiat ingenme pietuti juii^ier ai Un f 
nine, tilvK, vem e»t tth^imus hmns. 

\uotlier School, for fliirty boys and ttn giiU, bus biMsn fs)a- 
blislicd by tiie Pirsbyteriaiis of Ibis town, who ha%e aModme 
House heie; as have also the Quakers, the ln<!opcmlanls, and the 
Baptist**. 

The charter by which tliis Borou£;h was tiist iiicor|w>rated, was 
granted by Edw'ard the Sixth, ui tlie year 155 i; it vests llie go¬ 
vernment of the Borough in a Mayor aii<l ten rapital Burgess**, 
w’ho were enijiowered to make other Burgesse® at tlieir tiiscietion, 
a Steward, a Chamberlain, and two Seigeants at Mute. The 
provisions of this charter were smnewhat altcicd b(Mh by Charles 
the first and Charles tlie Second, and iig.iin by James the S* coufi; 
but the charter of the latter King was afletwards made void, and 
the Borough is now governed by that granted by his predes'Cssoi, 
on the twenty*seveutli of July, \66^. Under this chaiter, the 
Corjwration officers cousiSt of a Mayor, twelve Other AldcmKii, 
twenty-four Assistant Burgesses, a High Steward, a Recorder, a 
Town Clerk, a Coroner, &:o. The Mayor is chosen annually on St. 
Matthew's day. The first return to Parliament vvd» maile in the 
thirty-fifth of Edward the First; but after the reign of Eduard the 
Third, no Members a{^ar to lave been sent by this Borough till 
the first of Queen Mary, when two representatives were eltoseu 
imder the new ciiarter that had been giauted by Edwarrl the 
Sixth: since that period the returns have Ireea regular, 'fire right 
of is vested in tlie “ Mayor. AUiernieu, and Freemen, and 

in such householders only as pay scot and lotthe number of 
voters at the last contested eketinn is said to have licen 516'. 

The Totm-Itall isii|li'^o!d buildiiig in St. Peter’s Street: it had 
previoffidy btlongetiP to the Abbey, and was railed the CImiiiel 
House; and it ^tanted by that name to the Mayor and Bur¬ 
gesses when the Borough wai first incorporated by cimrter, Ali 

the 
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tilf pubBc biisincra is iwnr trangacled here; as well of the Borough 
a"* the Liberty; in the windows of the IWl, or Court of Justice, arc 
come old sliields of arms; in the lower part the prison of the Bo¬ 
rough, 01 Town Oaol. The Mai Kei-Home is a plain structure, sup¬ 
ported oa wooden plUars. Tlte Mai ht-Crou, which is also of wood, 
is of an octagonal form, and is said to stan4 on the same spot where 
Edwaid the Krst had previously built ope of those beautiful stone 
crosses which he erected in coinmcmmation of his beloved Elea¬ 
nor. Near this is an ancient square tower,' called the Clock-Home, 
piincipally built of flints, with stroqg vaulting lieneatli the lower 
part is DOW inhabited; but the oiigiuai destination of this tabric is 
unknown. Tbeniaikets am sveU supplied, jMiticnlarh with coin, 
butcher’s meat, eggs, &c. 

\ arious improvements have been made al jSt. Alban’s within the 
last twenty years- one of the pruHi]ai was formuig a new road 
thiough the south-east pait of the town, under an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment obtained in 179 ' 1 » by which sonic dangerous Diinmgs were 
avoided. Within the last yeai, several ol the stitcts have also 
lieeii paved imd lighted, id parsuante of aiiotlier icf passed la 
Manh, 1801; am! tiiese impiovementsaie iiitendid to berontiinitd 
through the w hole Boimigh. Some of the lipuses, esiieciaily in the 
higher parts of the town, are respectable buildings. Hie en¬ 
tile number in tip three parishes within the Rotough, as re. 

turned under the Act of 1800, was .527: that of the iiihabirauts, 
3038. 'Fhe situadou of the town on the inn tli-we.st road, occasions 
considerable bmshiess 6om the pasiaige of tiavellers, and many 
priiici)>al and intejipr Iimb have been establislied here. Additional 
emp%iBent is siipi>Iie(l%two Bieweiies, a Colton Manufacloiy, 
'fend a Silk' Milh the latttW occupies the same situation on the 
iriver Vey as w^» named, the Ahlx-y Mill, and furnishes 

labor to ailout girls oC d3flcp;iit ages. Tlie machinery Alls 

three rooms, and h ve^ iii^nktMy eotpined; some of it is con¬ 
structed on a neV and much-imprttved prii|etple. ^pds manufac¬ 
ture, Ih^gli scarcely bfarodneed alifeve Biree yoa^ p|omises to 
become flotirishiiig; and a nfew Mill is now fittifeg np near the for. 
mei one. 


At 
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At the bottom of Holywell Hill, in St. Alban's, on the norfli-ea^l 
side of the Meuse River, is HOLYWELL HOUSE, the pleasant re- 
sidcnce of llie Dowager Coantess Stpenrer, who retired hither after 
the decease of the late Earl Spenwr, in the year If 83, and has siiiee 
made it her general place of residence. This Mansion was princi¬ 
pally erected by l&rah, Duchess of Marlborough, into wIiom* family 
the estate has been conveyed by the marriage of a daughter and 
co-heiress of Ralph Rowlat, Esq. who was Sheriff of Hertfordshiie 
and Esses, in the thirty-tliird of Henry the Eighth. In the jiedi- 
nient of the princqsal front, are various military trophies, in allu¬ 
sion to the victories achieved by the Great Duke of Marlborough. 
the garden front opens to the lawn by a kind of cloister, which 
formed part of the old building that stood upon this spot 

Among the few interesting^ pictures that decorate the apart¬ 
ments, is a very fine three-quarter length of Saba>h, DHelies.s of 
Marlborough, by Sir Godfrey Kneller; and also a portrait of 
Laby How'akd, by the same artist, with the date ifip*. Here 
is likewise a painting of Queen ^nne, and the Di ke of Geo- 
CESTEB, when a boy, (g^ven by that Queen to the Duchess of 
Marlborough;) portraits of the Ease and Cot NXESs of Bes- 
BOROUGU; a whole length of the present LOHD Sfenceb, 
when a youth, by Sir Joshua Reynolds; ai<d another of his sister, 
the present Duchess of Devonshibb, Gainsborough; whose 
utlents for portrait are also displayed by a latge picture of W'lE- 
El AM PoYNTZ, Esq. of Midgham, in Berkshire, brother to tlie 
Lady Dowager Spencer: he is i^esented in a shooting dress, with 
a gun; and near him it a tvater sjjaniel; the landscape part of tliis 
picture is extremely fine. 

The grounds conneiged with tiiia mansion, thoD^ not extensive, 
are pleasingly varied: the trees are of almost every description, and 
most of them lave been planted by the Dowager lady Spencer; 
who possesses considerable knowledge in belanical science, and has 
also embellished her little demesne with a great number of corious 
■’ants. Ihe Holy-tcellt ^om which the estate has derived its name, 
the lawn ai^acenf to ftte gan^ fiont: it is still held in some 
of esfimatioR, for its piuBy, sahdirious qualities. 

Among 
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Among the most eminent natives of St. Alban's are recorded 
Alexander ^echara, Nequam, or Neckliain, Sir John Mandevilie, 
Sir John King, and Sir Franris Pemberton, Alex anoer Necham 
flouiWied in the reign of King John, and attained very genera! 
etlcbrity for his knowledge in philosophy, poetry, divinity, and 
riietoric. So great was iiis fame, that he was styled ‘ miracultm 
the wonder and miracle of wit and science.’ Sm John 
Manheville was bom about the beginning of the fourteenth 
rentury, and became feraous as the greatest traveller of his age. 
He left England in 1332; and having visited most parts of the 
world, and acquired a knowledge of many languages, returned 
home alter an absence of thirty^fonr years, liiis Itinerary has 
been published in English, French, Latin, Italian, and German; 
and though it contains many improbable statements, is sUII inte> 
resting. According to Weever, he died at Uege, in 1371, as be» 
fore stated. Sib John Kino, an eminent Lawyer,' was born in 
the year lO'J.Q: he was admitted into Queen's CoUegie, Cambridge, 
at the age ot sixteen, and became remarkable for his early and 
great attakihicnts. In id^O, he was removed to the Inner Tem< 
pie, where he made great progress hi the study of the law; and 
atlerwards became King's Coimscl, and Solkitor Gimeral to the 
Duke of York, and was knighted by Charles the Second, m 1674. 
He died about three Jfcars atlerwards, at the age Of tiiirty-e%ht, and 
wa» buried in the Temple Ciiurcb. SiB Fbancis Pemberton 
was desreiuled from an ancient family in Lancashire, tmd was the 
son of Kdlfih Pemberton, Esq. who was Mayor of this Borough in 
1627 and ItiSS. After receiving the rudiments ofbis education at 
Emanuel College, Cambridge, he puisued his studies at the Inner 
Temple, and was called to the Bar in Novepiber, 1654. After sue* 
cessive promotions, be va» nlade Chief Justice of the Comnlon 
Pleas in l682. Ik died hi 1697, at the age^f se^ty-two, and 
was buried at Higl^te, where he lifid built a handsome reridcnce. 

The ruins of SOPWELL NUNNERY occupy a considerable 
space of ground ^ottt half a mile south-eastward ttom St. Alban’s; 
but tlie diliqndation| have been so great, that neither the plan of the 
buddings, nOr their appropr^klon, can now be^traced. Tins Nun-t 

nery 
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Dcry Was of the llenedictiiie Ortlejr, and v as> founded about the 
year 1140, by (icoflVoy de Gorham, sixteenth Abbot of St. Ab 
ban’s, on tlie site of an humble dwelliii"; tliat liad been constructed 
with branches (^f trees, by two pious women, who lived here in se¬ 
clusion and strict abslincnre. The Ahhot ordained that tlse num¬ 
ber of Nuns shonld not exceed thirteen, and that none should be 
admitted iuto the sisterlibod hut maidens; he also granted them 
some lauds; and tiieir pf>ssessions were afterwards increased by 
diflerent grants from Henry de Albiiii, and others of his family v 
an estate in the parish of Ridge tvas likewise given to them by 
Richard de Tany, or Todenai. At the period of the dissolulioii of 
this house, its ammal revenues were estimated, according to Speed, 
at 6 ’ 8 l. Ss. Od.* hut Dugdale records them at only 401. 7*. lOd. 

In the year 1541, Hemy the Eighth granted the site and build¬ 
ings of the Nunnery to Sir Richard I-ce, who had been bred to 
arms, and was the person who had previously obtained the grant 
of the lamls lying contiguous to tlic Abbey Churclnf % bb» 'be 
buildings were enlarged and altered for bis own residence; and llie 
surrounding grounds were inclosed by a wall, and converted into a 
park. Sir Iticlmrd died in 1.575, leaving two danghtei’s; by Anne, 
the eldest of wliom,, married to Edtvyu Sadleir, second son of Sir 
Ralph Sadleir, of Statuion, iAis county, Sopwell passed into that 
family. About fbc lime olybe Restoration, it again fell to an 
heiress, married to Thomas Saunders, Esq. ofiBeechwood, and was 
afterwards sold to Sir Harbottle Grimston, ancestor to the present 
Lord Viscount Grim.sfoii, of Gorhambury, who is now owner of 
a considerable part of Sopwell-Bury Manor,. 

The ruins of Sopwell are mostly huge fragments of w all, com¬ 
posed of flint and bricit: the wiwlows in what appear to have 

been 

Tanner sappbses that Speed mistook a figure, and that the revenue 
was only 581. 8s. Od. ’ ■ 

t Newyome asserts, (lli^t. of Sti Alban’s, p, that Sopwell was 
given ^Sir Richard through the sulicitaiions of his hand|ptn§ wife, 
,“'wh^ .i^idcn name was .Margaret Greenfield,^ and Who was in no 
smalliliwof-with tire King.” 
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beeiitlic chief apartments, are square, and large, with stone frames; 
s(»ine of tliem have been neatly ornamented. The aard<ins, which 
lie contiguous, are now orchards: in the wall, over the door lead¬ 
ing into the jmucipal one, is a square tablet of stone, scnlptim;d 
with tlie figure of a dexter hand and arm, ekwated, and holding a 
bniken sword*; above was an inseiibt“d label, now mutilated. In 
an angle in this garden is a slrongly-archcd brick building, with 
various small recesses and niches, coustniclcd within tlie walls. 
This Xunnery is said to have ohtained the name of ;?opwe!l from 
the circiimstauec of the two women %vho Hrst esiabli.shed them¬ 
selves licre, sleeping their ernsts in the water of a iieigdihourhig 
well. One of the out-huildings i* >et standing at a little distance, 
and is now usi'd as a harn. ftlany of those who assumed the 
veil at .Sopwf.ll, wore ladies of ilistinguished rank, fiunily, and 
k’aniitig. An imanthorized tradiliou reprt senls Ilenrv the kighth 
as having Itcea married to Anne Boleyn in the ChajH'l here. 

ST. STBFllEN'S CIlUllCH, nearly one mile soulli-wcstward 
fiom St. Alhan’s, was foniuled in the tenth centurv, hv Aliboi Ul- 
sums, and still displays vestiges of its original architecture, though 
it has been mueh altered in suh-sequent ages. In the chanrcl 
stands a curious ancient hrazeu Eaulc, which is said to liava been 
found buried in the earth, on openiug the vault of tiie Meuiitgo- 
mery family, about the ye.u 174S, or J750. Near the top is en¬ 
graved a mitre, and crosier passing tlirough it, and a coat of arms 
of a lion ramjxuit, both twice repeated: lower down is a circukir 
inscription iu the old tlerman character; and at the cud of the 
circle, the arms again repi-ated; the inscription is as follows; 
«s®®ia«3iat» «i:ia®jci^t!i®;;3j35 Dctn* 

K®ll!DCjr2®J€&.f On the paveiuent is an inscribed slab in iiie- 

znory 

* n>c crest granted to Sir Tlichard l.cc in 1544, was an arm vyith a 
gauntlet, holding the hilt of a broken sword. 

• In Bcatson's List of the Scoilish Bishops, two Bidiops of Dttrheld of 
those names occur under the sixteenth century; the first was Lord Privy 
Seal of .Scotland} the other his nephew: how the eagle came into this 
Church from Scotland is unknown; though it seetus prob.vble, that it 
might have ,j>cein^brought hither by Sir Uiclfard Lee, ssi:i. the font svhich 
he presented to St. Alban’s. 
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taoiy of Olive Mountgomery, wifr of Lewis Mountgomcn, 
Gent, of this parish, who died in March, 1696 ; over it hangs a 
singular little hatchment, only tsvenly-scven inches in diameter, the 
bolder of which is oruanieiited with hones, spades, boui'glasscs, 
and other emblems of iiumau mortality. Heie also is an inscii|)- 
tioii for John Pitt, Esq. of Asliford, in Somersetshire, who 
“ entered early into the auuy, was engaged hi all King Wilhain's 
and tJueen Anne’s w’are; at length hecaine Aide-de-Camp, and Mas¬ 
ter of the Horse, to John, Duke of Marlborough j and in 1727 
was made Governor of the Bermuda Islands.” he died in June, 
l 7 .> 0 , aged eightj-nine. Against the south wall is an inscrilicd 
tablet in memory of John Rolfe, Esq. “OffickJ of the Archdea¬ 
conry of St. Alban, Commissary of the Archdeaconry of Hun¬ 
tingdon, and one of tlic Masters of Chanceiy':” he died at the age 
of sixty-five, in October, ifiSO. The epitaph is thus given by 
Chauncy: 


James, an thou here" and roust this Church of Stephen 
Inshnnc thy body, miw thy soul's in Ileav’n’ 

Had not thy monument lieen better fixt 
Nearer to that of Abbot John the Sixth, 

By Alban’S shnne? where thy religious care 
Redeem’d those sacred relicks from despair. 

No • thou wait wise, and sure thou thought it better. 

To make each Proto-martyr’s Church thy debtor} 

JliOt glories kept by thee from ruin’s rust. 

And this may glory that it keeps thy dust. 


Various other sepulchral meiB^rials are in'this edifice; and in 
the Church-yard is a table In memory of tlie lliglit 

Hon, Lady AjNNE PADO^tM|i|^ of Charles, Duke of CIcvo 
1 md and SoatlianiptoOjJipjyFin February, 1769 , aged sixtj- 
eix; and her Iinsban d^g^ji^ fcddey, Esq. who had been her fa¬ 
ther’s butler: he d ^M^ pge of eighty-Uiree, March, 1780 . 
Part of St. StcphHmi^ belongs to the Earl of Essex, and is 
included in P^k Manor. 


At 
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M » ittllaoe* fiwa tte wnth-^est m( 1« of «uKk‘nt V crfi/,mi, 

wm 4 ^ hmk Lepm, caUed St. Sian/ dePn. 

o$ d00aiis, 6mB /fit sitmtim Tttk m$ founded by Gmtuip, 
tweRtielii of St AibanV, kbo&t tlie time of Bidiard the 
Rttt, awi was e^tged a«i its inmates became more namerons. 
TWy we« at iirst supported on allowances from the Abbey; but 
oilerwards obtained some possessioiw, tbos^i of inconsWerabic 
value. In was, Cardinal Wolsev, who tliea held tbe Abbey of 
St. Alban in conmumdam, obtained a Bull from Pope Clement 
t!se EigiiUi fi>r suppressing this Ilo^ital, ami annexing its lands to 
sKrtse of the Abbey; but he afterwards procured a gratit of them 
b» own use.* After lus attau.der, Heury the Eightli granted 
the site to Ralph Rowlat, Esq. of whose female descendants it was 
--■rctmsed by Sir Ilaibottle Griinston, Bart, and is now the pro* 
^Xoid Viscount Griinston. Not m»y of the buildiugs 
- V i.„t the memory of tlie Hospital is preserved in tlic name 
I?. Mmy dc‘ Pre Wootl, which occupies a constderable plot of 
-i a^oining to Gorbaraburv, and of Pre Mill, upon tite river 


(iGRRAMBCllV, the delightful seat of Lord Viscount Grim- 
, !^s derived an adventiftous, though brilliant lustre, from its 
- -g bolto the projierty and residence of the great Lord Bacon, 
t!.v»3 of hi* family. It dhtaiiied its present appellation from 
^ fHorbsm, a rektbn of Geoffrey and Robert do Gor- 
'u Alban's, fiom whom he had teemved a grant 
of certahi huids, lying eontiguons to Westwk^ 
I .1 * «sntury. On this estato, which 

c _ j r,,,* Af ^ Ahb«y possessions, he ereetpd 
vvrsSSfSary, conftrred its own 
-■ ..V evtate. Hjs descendants continued to eqjoy it 
™“*aaoni^ as ^^oean from the circumstance of 


and lanwance de Broke, being reined to 
in the time Edward 
_ — = wWwic and ShcphalL At 
, vT.i if iho H«m«nth century, Gorhambii^ 

voi. VII I>B. 1806'. H ym 
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was re*aiiuexed to tiie Ahtiey Abbot deb Mate, who purchased 
it for SOQ maiis; and it cMdhiued t3l the period of the 

Dissolution. lu Uie year 1541, Henry the granted it, to¬ 
gether with other hoge estates, to INph Boniat, {hq[. who was 
afterwards knighted, and made Sheriff of the Chuaty in the first 
of Edward the Sixth, and again in the first of Eluabcth. By Maty, 
his eldest daughter and co-hdre»s, married to John Maynard, Esq. 
Goriiambuiy becatDe the proper^ of ftiat gentlemntj and hr, 
about the y^ar sMd jt to Kkhdlas Bacon, Esq. who was 
afterwards kidgbted, and HmSe Lard Keeper of the Great Seal by 
Queen Elixabetli. 

Sir hlicbobt 'erected a> new mansion, at a short (Mstance west¬ 
ward from that wiftdl now fomts the resideuce of Lord Griinstou; 
and here he Was fieqii^tly oisited by the Queen, who dated 
many of her state paper> ftom Gorhamboiy, Diis House appears 
to have formed n {jinadran^; but diecMef parts that are now 
standing, are the r^ of Uie Hali, whkh consfituted tite inner 
side of the court; and a hi^ octagonal tower, commanding some 
good views over the stinoutnding coimhy, though now too ruinoii« 
to be ascended.* Ihe ea^wce pordl is a square protection ot 
stone, rising to the top ef hsdld^ and fimcifidly ornamented. 
Under the petSmenh mw the Ko|yal anns of ElizabeA; and below 
if, m nichtt <m eadi idde a sqmtre wmdqw, are statua of Roman 
soldiers: beneath the ^^findow la this insciiption: 

/foe mmpenfiifit NichMmt fida Bacoiiug, 

EUtttbeth /Kegttt ZurtiW Peere Dv»! 
fScKtus eque$, magnieiutoterta40e 
Clmu tit ttdi iota trUnda Deo. 

The walls we abbitt t hr^Jtt t fibick, and coirqiosed offihits and 
* *M widdow*fi^^K of Tc^wahoo stone, Ihe inside, 
which Is how qidte ji^ilohhvs, ifmm tiie Aubr^ Ummeipts, 

to 

the priBcipal ohjotas in the annexed view; but 
Se jbral aJw i smaller parts, tiavc taken pUre since the draw - 

iAg was 
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iii front.* “ Opposite to every arch of this portico," continues 
Aubrey, “ and as big as the arch, are drawen by an excellent 
hand, (but the mischief of it is, in watercolours,) curious pictures, 
.all emblenmticall, with mottoes under each: for example, one 1 
remember is a ship tossed in a storm, the motto Alter crltum Tjj~ 
pkyn. Over tliis portico is a stately Gallcric, whose glasse win- 
dowesare all painted; and every pane with severall figures of beast, 
bird, or flower: periiaps his Lordship might use them as topiques 
for locall use. The windowes looke into tire garden: the side op¬ 
posite 

dicant Friar, &c. not one thing twice: on the dorcs of the upper storie, 
on the outside, which were painted dark umbre, were figures of the 
Gods of the Gentiles; vi*. on the south dore 2d. storie, was Apolio: 
on another, Jupiter, with his thunderbolt, bigger than the life, and 
denne' by an excellent hand; the leightnings were of hatchings of gold, 
which, when the sun slione on them, made a most glorious show.—'I hrs 
was his Lordship’s Summer bowse; for he said one should have seates 
for summer and winter, as well as cloaths. The Kitchen, Larders, Cel¬ 
lars, &c. arc under ground.— 

From hence to Gorbambury is about 2 little miles, the way ascend¬ 
ing lardly so atclive as a desk: three paralell waikes leadc to Gorham 
bury in a straight line; in the middlemost, three coaches may pass 
abreast; in the wing waikes, two; they consist of severall stately tree* 
of the like growth and height, elrac, chesnut, beach, horn-beam, Sp«- 
*isli-ash, Cervice-trec, &c. whose tops, as aforesaid, doe afford from 
the waike on the howse, the finest shew that I have seen.—The figures 
of the ponds were thus; they were pitched at the bottoraes with peb¬ 
bles of severall colours, which where workt into severall figures, as of 
fishes, &c. which in his Lordship's time were plainly to be seen through 
the clere water, (though) now ovei^rown with flagges and rushes. If 
a poor bodie had brought his Lo#^ halfc a dozen pebbleiof a curious 
colour, be would give them A d^lng, so curious was be in perfecting 
his fish-ponds, whiche l.^jpien doe containe four acres. In the middle 
of the middlemost poa|j|iSt.-i®K! island is a curious Banquetting House of 
Roman architectut^,'srith black and white marble, covered with 
Cornish slate, and Maily wainscotted.” 

* Journey frem Chester to London. 
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;>ositc to them has no windows, but is hung ali with pictures at 
cngtli, as of King James, fais Lordship, and several illustrious 
-»rsons of his time. At the end you enter is no window; but 
here is a very large picture thus; in the middle, on a rock in 
he Sea, stands King James in armour, witli liis regall ornaments; 
m his right hand stands (but wbetber or no on a rock, I have for>. 
ot) Henry 4th of France, in armour; and on his left hand, the 
ong of S{>aiDe iu like armour, Tliese figures are, at least, as 
>ig as the life; they are done only with uinbre and shell gold; 
dl the heightening aud illuminated part being bumisbt gold, and 
he shadowed umbre. T!»e roofe of this Gallerie is semi-cylin- 
irique, and painted by the same imnd, and same manner, with 
•eads aud busts of Greek and Rommt Emperors aud Heroes.’’ 
his mansion of the ^cons was reduced to its present ruinous 
•ate, wlien the present house of tlie Lords Grimston was built be., 
ween the years 1778 and 1785.* 

Sir Nicholas Bacon was twice married: by his first wife, Jane, 
daughter of WilHain Ferulcy, Esq. of WOst Cretkig, in Sttfiblk, 
e had issue Uiree sons and three daughters: by his second wife, 
.line, one of the learned daughters of Sir Anthony Cooke, of 
iiddy Hall, Essex, he had two sons, Anthony and Francis. An- 
•lony was an accomplished scholar; and, at the age of twentyvono, 
c b«>gan to travel for further improveineut, previously to which 
h: Nicholas conveyed to him the manor of OortiambuTy, and 
lis estate continued in hb possession tUl bis death, when it des> 
ended to bis brother Francis, afterwards Lord V'enilam. The 
tc of the Earl of Essex, with whom Anthony had been iutimatc- 
associated, is supposed to have afiecied him vciy deeply, as 

U 3 his 

In an orchard coanccted with the old tnanwon was a small Banquet- 
ig or Summer House, the walls of which were curiously painted td JrM- 
, with representations of the liberal Arts, having apptt^riate mottoes 
■der them; and above them, the heads of the most illustrious of those 
io had excelled in each art, whether ancient or modern. The mot¬ 
's are preserved in Weever, p. 584; and also in the Biogrsphia Bfi- 
niiica, \’oi. I. p. 4 K>’, last Edit; where they are given with translations 
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liis own decease occurred within less than a year.* All his time, 
after his return from the Continent, was appropriated to his stu¬ 
dies, CNcept what was employed in the service of his patron, ft 
was owing to (his reserved life of hir, observe bis biographers, 
“ that his father's fine seat fell to decay; and that the water, 
which had Been laid to it from springs at a considerable distance, 
wa.s cut off in such a manner, that it could not afterwards be re¬ 
covered, but at so great an expense, that the Lord Viscount St. 
Alban’s chose rather to build a little neat hous*> near the great 
pond, saying merrily, that “ Since the viaitr could not he biought 
to Ins ho’tse, hcvotild bring his house to the water.'^f That he did 
not entirely neglect Gorbaiubury, is, howescr, evident, from tlic 
extracts already given from Aubrey’s Manuscripts. 

The splendid talents of the I.ord Chancellor were insufficient to 
secure him from the charge of com^rtion in the distrihulioa of 
justice; and in tlie spring of the year lC 2 l, he was accused hy 
the House of Commons “ of many exorbitant offences of bnb»- 
ry,” &c. Tnie charges being referred by the Lords to a select com¬ 
mittee, and establislied to a certain extent, both by the examination 
of witnesses, and by his own confession of ‘negleif,’ it was ad¬ 
judged “ that be shall undergo fine and ransom of forty thou¬ 
sand pounds; that he shall be imprisoned in the Tower during the 
King’s pleasure; and that he shall for ever be incapable of any offic o 
or employment in the State or Commonwealth; and that hi- shall 
never sit in Parliament, or come within the verge of the Court.” 
After this disgrace and fall, he ajiplied himself, with increased ar¬ 
dour, to his pursuits in natural philosojidiy, and history; to the 
former of which sciences he may be said to have fallen a victim.! 
On Ills decease, in 1626 , Gorliambuty became the profH-rty of 
Sir Thomas Meautys, Kiit. who was related to him, and bad been 
his private Secretary: he was also Clerk of the Privy Council in 

the 

^ niographia Britannica, Vol. I. p. 505. 

Ibid. Tliii anecdote refers to Vtnilam-Houie, already described m 
a previous note. 

J bet the anecdote from Aubrey, p. 04 . Note. 
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tlic reigns of Jauies tJie First, and Ciiaries the First Ilis cousin, 
Sir ThonuM Meautys, succeeded to tins estate > and he having umr- 
rifd Anne, daugliter of Sir Natiianiei Bacon, of Culford Hall, 
Suffolk, half brotlicr to the Lord Cimiicellor, conveyed it tp her 
for life, with reminder to bis lieirs. Mer his decease, his widow 
married Sir Ilarbottle Grimston, Bart, second son and successor 
to Sir Ilarbottle Giiimton, of Bradiield, in Essex, who purchased 
the reversion of Uie manors of (sorhamhury and Kingsbury, of 
Hercules Meautys, nephew and heir-at-law to SirTIwinasMeaulys. 

The Grinislons are descended from Sylvester, afterwards sur- 
numed de Grimston, a valiant Norman, who accompanied the 
Couqueror to England, and bore his standard at the battle of 
Hastings. In the following year, William appointed him his Cham¬ 
berlain; and he did homage for Grimston, Hoxton, Tonsted, and 
Ollier lauds, wliieii he held of tlie Lord Boos, us of the Honour of 
Boos, iu Holdeniesse, Yorkshire:* from him Jlie Grimstons of 
Norfolk, Sufl'oik, Essex, and Herts, are all descended. It dues 
not a|)|)car tiiat this ftunily was much engaged instate atikiis till 
tlic tiiin* of Henry the .Scventli: iu the reign of Edward the SKtli, 
Edward Grimston, Esq. was made Comptroller of Calais; and lie 
was afterwards continued iu that office hy<iuceii Mary. On the tak¬ 
ing of Calais by tin- Duke of Guise, in the year 1568, he v^as made 
prisoner, aud contiiicd in tlic Bastile, where the ministry of that day 
suffered him to languish, lest he sliould return to England, and make 
public the re|K‘ated remonstrances which tie bad addressed to them, 
on the ill-conditioned state of the garrison to withstand a siege. At 
leiiglli, after two years confmemeiit, bcescai>ed by stratagem to Ms 
native country, and was honorably acquitted of any misconduct con¬ 
nected with tbciossof Calais. He was afterwards knighted by Queen 
Eiixaheth, and represciited the borough of Ipswkh m several Par¬ 
liaments. He lived to the great age of ninety-eight, and was suc- 
reeded by Ilis eldest son, Edward, whose grandson, tiie secoud 
Sir Hariiottle Grmistoii, was the {lerson who puidiased Gorham- 
bujy of tlie heir of Sir Thomas Meautys. 

H 4 

• I,o(lgt*s Peerage of Ireland, Yel. V. p. 18 S. 
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Tbit Sir Hafbottk ms avated a Barnnet in tbt> tcnib of Jmet 
the First; be lad been educated in the Inns of Court, and was 
ianied for hb knowledge of the ronimon law, and id llie rudoijs 
and usages of Parliainent. He was twice married: his first wile 
was Mary, a daughter of Sir George Croke, Knt. who was made 
a Justice of the Common Picas in l6C3, 4; and afterwards be- 
cdine so celelirated for iii$ decision in the famous case of Ship>ino- 
ncy. Sir Harbottle was himself one of the first to contest the pre¬ 
sumed legality of that measure; and his father, with equal |>a- 
triotism, suffered a long imprisonment, because he would not sitit- 
iiiit to the payment of the loan attempts) to be eutbreed by tiie 
•ininioiis of the iU-fated Charles. “ In the begimiing of the Long 
Parli.unent,’* says Bumet,* ‘ he was a great assertor of the laws, 
and inveighed severely against ail that had been concerned in the 
former illegal ojqtression. His principle was, that allegiance and 
protection were mutual obligations, and tiiat the one went for 
the other: he thought that the law was the measure of both; and 
that when a legal protection was denied to one that paid a legal 
allegiance, the subject bad a right to defeud himself.' He was 
afterwards one of the Commissioners appointed to treat with the 
King in tlie Isle of Wight, and pressed the acceptance of the King’s 
concessions so strongly, that lie was soon afterwards excluded the 
House by force, with other lucmbers, by Cromwell; against whom 
lie had previoudy brought a cliarge of saying, that ‘ he was sure 
of the army; but there was another body that bad mote need of 
purging, namely, the House of Commous, and he thought the 
army only could do tliat’t Cromwell denied tlic chaige wilh tiie 
most vehement protestations, and even tears; yet the lapse of a 
lew days proved tliat Sir Harbottle had advanced nothing hut the 
trutli. 

Tlie unconstitutional measures pursued by those in jiower, after¬ 
wards occasioned him to withdraw from public affiiirs. His per¬ 
sonal liberty had, indeed, atdSered j and, to obtain his release, he 
was obliged to engage, “ aot to act, or do any tiling, to the di». 

service 


•t ILst. of his Own Time, Vol. I. p. 385. 


t Ibid, p. 45, 
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service of tlw Purlisancttt or army” The death of Cromwell, and 
the iiiibedlily of his sueeessor, Hkbanl, again left him at lilterty to 
yid in (li« ({isiracted councils of his country, 'the fJons then pur> 
buin;; by Monk to eflcct the restoration of Monarchy, aj^iear to 
liave received his concurrence; and after the re<admission of the 
excliKled Riembers info the House of Commons, he was ciioscn 
SjHraker.* In tire Noveini»cr foUowiHg (l6'6'0; he was made a 
Privy Couuseller l>y Charies ll>e Second, and appobted Master of 
tlic Uoiis, which otiice he retained till his death, in January, 1683,4. 
CItauucy observes, that “beh»ianintbleftuKy, a<}uickappreheo> 
iion, a rare incmorv, an eloquent tonfroc, and a sound judgment t"* 
—and that “ he was a person of free access, sociubie in company, 
Miicerc to his friend, hospitable b his boose, charitable to tlie 

poor, 

* Sir Ibr')t)tilf had been representative for Colchciter in Esse*; and 
wlicii the expelled members were on the eve of being restored, the 
loilimmg letter was sent to him by the Corporation of tliat town: “Ho¬ 
nor iMe Sir; As we cannot but with thankfulness acknowledge the mer¬ 
cy of C!od to the uatton in general, so more paitirulaily to this town, 
that, alter the many citanges and alterations we have been tossed in, 
that now them is (as we have been credibly tnfornied, and do believe) 
a fret admission of the Mtmbers of the late Pailiament, so long inter¬ 
rupted by lorco: wc lannot iHit with much eamesinets, in the behalf 
of ourselves, and the free burgesses of the town, make our humble re¬ 
quest, that 5 <Hi will be pleased to return to that trust, to which you 
weie so licely and unanimously elected in the year 1040; which we 
do the rattier request out of the former experience, that not only this 
town, but tiie nation m general, hath had of your faithfulness and abi- 
]it\, and tlic many miseries and calamities we have groaned under sbee 
your absence; and as we formerly had the honour of sendwg so eminent 
.iiid worthy a mfmber, so wc shall hope, by tlie blessing of 6od upon 
your endeavouis, that not only ourselves, but the whole natko, shall 
iiasc r..usc to bless God for your return, and in due time reap the be¬ 
nt lit t f your councils and labour in that great affliction. Sir we shall 
not luiilici tioublc you at present, than to assure y«»j, we ate, as by 
many iurmir favors bound to be, your laitliful and humble tervants, 

“ Thomas Peeke, Mayor. 

“ Jolm 1S1»W| Recmder,” &c. 
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poor, and an excellent master to Ills servants.” Clarendon and 
Burnet, the latter of whom lived under his protection, as preacher 
at the Rolls Cli^d, for ten years, give him a similar exalted eh!\r 
racter. He died in liis eighty-second \ear; and was siucoeded in 
his estates and title by Samuel, hia only surviving son by his first 
marriage. 

Sir Samuel Grimston rqtresentcd the Borough of St. tVlban in 
six Parliaments during the reigns of Charles the Second and Wil¬ 
liam the Third: he wrs a jealous promoter of the Revolution of 
J6‘88; and his conduct proved so obnoxious to James the Second, 
that he was excepted from the act of grace, or amnesty, prepared by 
that degraded Sovereign, when he had formed Uie design of land- 
mg in England iu ifipS. This gentleman nmdc (lorhamhury his 
princiixd residence; and, like his father, was twice married; first, 
to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Ileneage Fiurh, Earl of Nnlting- 
ham; and secondly, to Anne, sixth and youngest daughter to John 
Tuflon, second Earl ot Thanet. By then' ladies he ha<l three 
children, who all dying before him, he hequcatlied his estates, un¬ 
der certain limitatious, to William Luckyn, Esq. graudson to Ma¬ 
ry, his eldest sister, who had married Sir Cq>ci Luckyu, Bart, of 
Messing Hall, Essex. On acceding to the property of his great 
uncle, this William assumed the name of firimston; and havutg 
represented the Borough of St. Alban in four successive Parlia¬ 
ments, he was created a Peer of Ireland in April 1719; and in 
the July following, he took tiis seat in Pailiament. He died at 
the age of seventy-three, in October, 1756, and was succeeded by 
James, his second son, who dying in December, 1778, was buried 
with his father in St. MMiaers Church. James Buckuall (Irim- 
•ston, eldest son andlieir to the late Viscount, who succeeded to the 
family estates and titles, and is die }>resent ix).ssc:|Sor of Gorliam- 
buiy, received tlie honor of a Britisli Peerage in the sear 1790 . 

Gorhambubt House ^jff^acious stone edifice of the Corin- 
thiah Order, connected wifiyo wings, built of brick, and stuccoed. 
ltwaserectedbetweienti]j^Bbl778and 1785, by the present Lord 
Viscount Grimston, fre^^^e designs, and under the direction, of 
bir Robert Tavlor. Imitand cntiancc is by u flight of stejvs leading 

beneath 
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beneath a handsome pediment, supported on well-proportioned 
columns: the summit of the cetdral part is tinished by a ballus* 
t»de and cornice. Ihe Hall, with the library, and the other 
priucipat apartments, are large, and arc decorated with a rich coU 
lection of portraits, chiefly of the age of Elizabeth, and her im¬ 
mediate successors. The following may he selected from the most 
eminent; beginning with those in tiie Library. 

Lord Chancellor Bacon, whole length; Vansomer. This 
great incmi is represented in his robes, standing at a table. Whatever 
opinion may be entertained of his conduct as a Judge, his temporary 
disgrace has l>eeii eclipsed by the immortal renown deservedly be¬ 
stowed on his labors in natural science and phUosopliy. Those labors 
oj)ened the way to all modem improvement; by unfolding the utility 
of experiment, he withdrew the veil from Nature; aiul iwster ity, en¬ 
lightened by his address, and deriving incalculable advantages from 
thi- truths he has developed, will have cause to revere his memory 
to the latest ages. Aubrey has recorded many curious piirticuiars of 
his private life, and eloquence, in the manuscripts already quoted. 
“ At every meal," he renutrfcs, “ according to tlie season of the 
year, diis Lordship) had his table strewed wiili sweet herbes and 
flowers, wliidi be sayd did refresh his tqririts and inemork—His 
serv ants bad liveries witli bis crest, a boare ; and when he was at 
his country-house at GorhambuTy, St. Alban's seemedif tlie 
court had lieeuc there, so nobly did he live. His langtjage, where 
he could sjmte or passe by a jest, wws nobly censorious: no man 
ever spake more neatly, more presly, more weightily, or suffered 
lessc cmptiiiesc, Icsse ideincss, in what lie uttered. His hearers 
could not cough, or loofcc aside from him without losse. He com¬ 
manded where he sjmke, .and had his judges an^ and please d at 
his devotion: no man had their affections more in his power. The 
feare of every man tliat hearde him was, lest he should make an 
end.” Another very’ fine portrait of the Cbaucdllor is |«eservcd 
in a different a{iartinent. 

Abbot, Archbisliop of Canterbury; in bis (!|;n.scopal habit, by 
Vnudyck: three quarters. 

Earl OF Clarendon, tliree quarters; Sir Peter Lely. 

1 Queeh 
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■bave beeu given to Lord Bacon by the Queen bem'U. 

Louowick Stewart, firstDukcot Riclimond; threerjuarfnx. 
This Nobleman, who was also Duke of Lenox, and Earl of Nc«- 
castic, was a deserved favorite of his Sovereign and relation, James 
the First; by whom his memory was so nnich respected, that, on 
receiving news of his sudden tleath, in l6'C3, he delayed the meet¬ 
ing of Parliament lor some days. Wilson records that he was 
found dead in his bed, after going to rest in llic fullest licahh. 
he is dressed in his robes, with a bonnet and wliite feather. 

James, second Duke of Richmond, three quarters; (jeldorp: re¬ 
presented with long flaxen hair, svearing his star, and accoinpa- 
nied by a greyhound. 

Geobge Caeveet, Lord Baltimore; V'undyck; pourirayed in 
black, with short hair. Tltis gentleman was bred to the law, and 
being early noticed for his political abilities, was patronized by the 
Cecils, and became one of the Secretaries of State wilder James 
the First, by wiiom he was created Lord Baltimore of ilie King¬ 
dom of Ireland: he had also some large tracts of land granted to 
him in that country. Afterwards he obtained a grant of part of 
Newfoundland; and, on the accession of Charles the First, visited 
and formed a settlement in tliat Island, but was at length ohlige<l 
to relinquish possession by the FreneJi. 'i'he King, to remunerate 
his losses, granted him a vast extent of country on the north side 
of Cfaesapeak Bay, in America; “ to hold in common socage as of 
the Manor of Windsor, delivering annually to the Crown, in ar- 
knowtedgment, two Indian arrows, on Easter Tuesday, at Wind- 
.sor Castle, with a fifth of the gold and silver ore.” He died in 
April, l632, before the patent was complcleil; but tliis was al- 
terwards delivered to his son Cmcdius, who laid the foundation of 
the iloutbhmg eoiony, vdiicli the King himself named Maiyland, 

IQ compliment to bis Royal consort, and which now forms one of 
the most considerable of the United States. 

Robeet Devebecx, Earl of Essex,* the imprudent and un¬ 
happy fovoiite of Queen Elizabeth; HSliard, 

Richard * 

Sec particulars of thU Nobleman, Vol. VI. p. S8T. 
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Richard WestoH, Eat! af Porthml, and! Lord High Trea¬ 
surer duriag the miuistiy of titc Duke of Backiagbain, in the reiga 
«f Charles the Second; Vandyck. The Earl is pamted in black, 
with a ruff, blue ribband, and white rod; his hair grey. The hoe 
nors obtained by this Nobleman, ovcqwwered his Judgment; and 
tijough, in the early part of his career in state employments, he 
was gn.;atly distinguished for his address and prudence, he after¬ 
wards became ovcrlrearing and rapacious, pardeniariy on his pro- 
nioiioti to the office of Lord Trcttsurcr. Tliis conduct, connected 
w ith the baseness of prying into the sentiments of othera, by mean 
arts, procured him general dis-esfesm; and Clarendon records, 
tiiat, alter the ileatli of the Duke of Buckin^iani, he “ became 
his successor in Uie public hatred, without succeeding iibn in his 
rn'dit at Court." He dad in March, l6'34; and ijis'ffimily were 
extioft early in the next reign. 'Hie poet Jonson, with tlie license 
ei' his class, made him the theme of an undeserved panegyric on 
his being made Eari of Portland in February, lb'32. 'Otis piece, 
tvliich Jonson addressed ‘ To Ute Envious/ was as follows; 

I.ook, up, thou seed of Envy, and still bring 
1 l;y faint and narrow eyes to read the King 
In his great actions; view whom his large hand 
Hath rais'd to be the Port unto his Lnnd! 

eston ' that waking roan, that eye of state ? 

Who seldom sleeps, whom bad men only hate! 

Why do 1 irritate or stir up thee, 

'1 hou sluggish spawn, that canst, but wilt not see ? 

Feed on thyself for spite, and show thy kind; 

To virtue and true worth be ever blind. 

Dream thoucouldst hurt it, but, before thou wake 
'Teffeci it, feel rhou’st made thine own heart ach. 

In this apartment are also Rusts of Sir Nicholas Bacon, mtd his 
second I-ady, and of their wcond son, Lord Bacon, when a boy, 
Tlse foliowing portraits are in the Dinii^ Room. 

Lord Bacok, three-quarter length, very fine. 

Thomas WaioTHESLEr, Earl of Southampton; Vandyck. 

Edward 
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Edward Somerset, Earl of Worcester, Master of the Ilorsc 
in tiic tiiiio of Queen Elizabeth and James the First: rq)rcsfiite«l 
ill the decline of life, in a white jacket, and rnff, with a bald hrad 
and a nhite beard. Sir Robert Nauntoii, In his Praginenta Regalia, 
has tlie follon iiig passages, among other particulars, relating to this 
Nobleman. “ In his youth, part whereof he s|Knt before he came to 
reside at Court, he was a very fine gentleman, and the liest horse¬ 
man and tiltcr of the times, (qualities that recommended him to Eli¬ 
zabeth,) which were then the man-iike and noble recreations of the 
Court, and such as took up the applause of men, as well as the praise 
and commendation of ladies. And when years had abated these exer¬ 
cises of honour, he grew then to be a faithful and profound coun¬ 
sellor; and as I have placed him last, so was he the last liscr of 
all the servants of her favor; and had the honour to see his re¬ 
nowned mistress, and all of them, laid in the places of tlieir rests.” 
He died in March, 1627, nnd was buried at Windsor. 

Philip Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, Van- 
dyde. Hiis Nobleman had precedence of the infamous Carr in 
the favor of James the First; and, by bis servile acquiescence in the 
advancement of that abandoned mim'on, still continued to en¬ 
joy tlie scond place in the King’s esteem. His ii'Otbcr, the cele¬ 
brated sister to Sir Philip Sidney, is recorded to have tom her 
hair with indignation, on iiearing of his despicable want of spirit 
when insulted by Ramsay, afterwards Earl of Holdemcssc, a Scots¬ 
man, at a horse-race at Croydon. He married die L:tdy Susan 
Vcrc, on St. John’s Day, l603: the bride was givai away by the 
King himself; and the wedding dinner kept in the Great Chamber 
at Whitehall, tdiere a splendid IMiStsquc was uftenvards exhibited, 
with other revels in honour of tite nuptials.* His principal quaU> 
fications for James’s favor, wete^mclincss of |)crson, uncommon 
knowledge of dogs and hoi;|p, and intrepidity and skill in hunt¬ 
ing. Charles the First made iiim Xord Cbmubcrlaiu; and while 

in 

* A very curious aqgsunt of the wedding may be seen in Winwood’s 
Memwrs, Vol, II. |i'tlie lattcrpartofhis breliiscondwt bciame «» 
‘dissolute tiut his LaSy was obliged to be separated from him. 
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in this otBce, acrording to Osborne, witli his white rod lie broke 
many wiser heads than his own. He died in January, ld4t), 30. 
• Geokge Villiers, Diike of Budcinghain, full lengtli; My- 
tens: represented m srhite, svith a hat aaid fealba on a table near 
hull.'* 

SiiK Nathaniei, Bacon, Knight of the Batli, half brother to 
f»rd Bacon, seated at a table with hooks, and dressed in a green 
jacket, laced, with yellow stodtings; and near him, a dog. Tliis 
pirtttre was executed by Sir Nathaniel himself, whom Pcacham, in 
his Treatise on Limning, has recorded as an admirable painter, and 
whom Horace Walpole, in hb Anecdotes, admits to have nsilly 
attained the {lerfei^iou of a master. Besides tliis qrecimen of his 
talents, there is anotlier painting in this apartment, which does 
him great bononr for its truth and brilliamy of coloring; it is a 
huge piece, represeuHng a Cook>Maid, with dead Game, and an 
n!<l Cilamc-K(‘<'()er in tlie hack-ground. This is considered as a 
real )>ortrait of Dame Jane Bacon, Sir Natiianiers mother. 

Gf.uri.e Monk, Dtdre of Albemarle, copied by Sir Godfrey 
Kneller, from Sir Peter I.ely. 

Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Cleveland, full length; Van- 
djek 'Jliis very fine picture was executed in l636, nhen the 
Earl nas in his forty-lbutih year. He was a dbtinguislied loyalist, 
and Captain of the Guard to Cliarles the First, and Cliaries the 
Second. His dress is black, with a red rildiott, turnover, and 
yellow hair. 

Sir Thomas Meaotys, Secretary to Lord Bacon, and lus 
successor in the possession of (lOrhamhury. He ispourtrayed in an 
elegant but singular habit: in one hand is a spear, the other rests 
on his side; be has on a sash, brown boots, a laced turnover, 
and a bat with a white feather. 

In the Drawir^ Room are the following portraits. Sir Hab* 
BOTTLE Geimston, three quarters; Sir Peter Lely. Sir Har- 
bottlc is represented in his robes as Master of tlie Rolls. This 

was 


See Anecdotes of this Duke, in Vol. VI. p, 3iS. 
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was-tlie geutlcinan who became possessed of Gorliambury lii» 
marriage witli the dauglilcr of Sir Nathaniel Bacon. 

St.‘ John Pleaching in the Wilderness; Tintoretto, 

A curious old Portrait on panuel, being a small half length of one 
of the GHmstom, painted'in a green jacket with loose sleeves, niul a 
large bonnet svith a long silken appendage. On the back is this 
inscription, DETRUS XD!*^ ME FECIT 25 
CiiABLLS Howard, Earl of Nottingham, Lord High Admi> 
ral in the reign of Elizalietii; Sir Peter Lely. In the back'ground 
is a view of a Fleet in a Stoi-ra, in allusion to llie Spanish Armada, 
against which the Earl acted as Commander In Chief. 

Lady Grimston, first wife of Sir Haibottle, and daughtci 
to Sir George Croke. 

Adoration of the Shepherds; Luca Giordano, 

AeoERROR, Earl of Nortlmmberland, witli Itis Lady and Child; 
a long picture, by Vandyck. Tlic Earl is represwitcti in black, 
his Lady in blue, and sitting. This Nobleman held the post of 
Lord High Admitai, at the lieginnmg of the trouliles, in the time 
of Charles the First, bat was di^laeed by the iwpular paity. He 
opiwsed the trial of the King, and, after his death, retired to 
Petnortb, without associating with tlic prevdiling powers. He 
died in ififiS. 

Ascension of the Virgin; Ann. Cararci. 

Lady Elizabeth Grimstor, first wife to Sir Samuel, and 
daughter to Heneage Fincli, Earl of Nottingham; Sir Peter Ix-ly 
Lady Ann GrimSton, second wife to Sir Samuel, anddaugli- 
ter to Tufton, Earl of Tlianet. • 

Sir F.dw'ard Grlmston, Comptroller of Calais, at the age 
of fifty; painted by Holbein m 15+8. 

Dame Jane Bacon, first wife to Sir Nicholas; small half 
length, painted by Sir N»tlMd Bacon, 

Our Saviour curing Man at the Pod of Befhcsda; 

Bassano. 1 ^ 

* Pennant has giv^OeBItc and mscriptioa or the back of tlm pic¬ 
ture crrfineousiy; a taint resemblaaco between the likenei* 

and apriift m Montfeuton, called it Philip Le Boa, Duke of Burgundy. 
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in the Hall is a full length of James the First, in black and 
gold armour, by Holbein. 

^ James the Second; Sir Godfrey Kn^lter. 

Charges the First; Henry Stone. 

Catherine, Queen of Charles the Second, in the character 
of St. Callicrinc; Huysinan. Tiiis, or a duplicate picture of the 
same subject, is mentioned by Walpole, as being that to whkb the 
artist was most partial: it has been engraved in meazotinto, an<l is 
linely painted, - 

Edwarh Cahem', Earl of Totness, represented in a while 
Aiuvcred jacket, with a white Ixard, 'short hair; his hand on 
bis sword. 

Sir Edward Sackville, fourth Earl of Dorset; tliewiljy 
and aecomplislied nobieniaii who fought the sanguinary duel under 
tlie walls of Antwerp with the Scottish Lord Bruce, who fell dead 
upon the spot.* The Earl died in July, 

Henry Hich, first Earl of HoliaarI,.ih a str4>ed dress, veiy 
rich, W'iih a blue riblioii across hw breast, god a hatw'itli a red tea- 
tlicr in his hand. The Earl was beheaded in March, l6'48,9. 

t^ATHEiuNK Howard, Counte!^ of Si^olk, eldest daughter 
to Sir Henry Kuevit, Eiit. of Charlton; Wilts; whole length, in 
wliiu, with a great rutf; facr bosom partly uncovered. Thfe lady 
was eminently di.Miiiguislied for iier venaUty in respect to public 
•itl'airs, during the fitur years in which tlie Earl of Sufibik enjoyed 
tlxi Treasnrership in the time of James the First Tltc peace, so 
iHueficial to Spain, uegociated in the same reign, is attributed by 
Weldon to the influence of the Couutm$^4nd, in trudi," lie ob- 
sen es, “ Audley-Eod, tliat &moas and great attweture, had its 
foundatiem in Spanish gold." 

Thomas Howard; tiiird Duke of Koifolk, in his MSty'Sisth 
year; full length: Holbein. 

Sir Nicholas Bacoh. This pcwMiit is mentioned by Gran. 
ger. Ill Mallet's life of the Lord CbanciBor Bacon, the manner 
of the death of Sir Nkliolas is thus related, “ He was under the 

VoL. VH. Feb. 1806’ I hands 

* See a fuU relation of thii ftgbt,'Written bf Sir Edward himselfi in the 
Guardtan, No. CXXXIII. 
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lianUs of Iris barlipf, ainl lUc ncallirr lioiiifr •<nltTV, bad ordered a 
♦ window befoip Iiini to Iks riirowii oj»cn. As he was beconii'very 
corpulent, he presently tidt asleej), in the current of fresh air tJvit 
was hiouing in upon Iriin, and awiiked after some liraedistempr’red 
all oscr. ‘ Why (said lie to the smant) <1kJ jon suffer me to sleep 
thus cvposedf The fellow repKed, t!mt ‘ lie durst not presume 
fo disturb hhii.’ ‘ Tlieii, (said the Lord Keejier,) by your eiiility, 
1 lose my life;' and so removed into his bed-diamlh-r, where he 
dietl a few days after.” 

Tile Pari and grotnids srt Gorhambaiy include abont 6‘tW acres, 
and are well i^ocked wqtb fine timber; particularly beech, oak, 
aud elm. The surface ib agreeably diversified; and the scenery 
eoinjioses some good bnidscapes; to which tlie contiguity of Pr^ 
Wood gives additional intercBt. Use Park eontaias a censidmble 
ipiaufity of fine deeSr. 

IlEMEL-lIEMSTED, 

Ok IlEMBt>HEMP.STEAW, as it M more cominonly, thouglr 
mcoiredly, denominafecl, is a respectable maikel-town, pli-asantly 
situated on rising groimdy td-a dhort dhtanre trnm the riv< r f •.ide. 
The manor was an am^t demeate of the Mercian S*neH ign%, .ind 
six mansions Herein, wm granted, by Krug Otl‘.i, to the (’imu li 
of St. Alban; the remmuder was, aficr the Conquest, gum to 
the Earl of MorUngOe; and it is singular that, in the dev rqitions 
of tlicsc respective potHessbns, recorded in the Domesday Hook, 
they are desrribed as'distinct ee^on, and as lying in diDerent 
hundreds. The part heldb^he Abbots of fft. Alban, continued 
in their possession till ^t hgji h^lution ; that held hy tiw Earl, de> 
.scestded in the sam^Mpfer as Beiihanislcd,* to Edmund, Earl 
of Ccdnwall, who gl^Pl it to bis foundation for Bun JJimmex, at 
Ashridge, in BurJH|M the bordm of this county. John Waters 
house. Esq. wii^K Auditor to Hentyihe Kglitb, and whose 
fiunily had seated at Henisted-Bory, a|i()e:irs to Iihm- 

been aficrisnriHlI^ssed'of this manor; and by Iris btcrest wall 

tin 


'• See p. m. 
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Itie Kiii^, a charter of Incorjwration, and a weekly maikeJ, were 
};ranted to the ittiiabilants. In Salmon's time, the owner of this 
manor was Henshaw Halsey, Esq* whoae descendant, the late 
Thomas Halsey, Esq. of Gaddesden Place, represented this coun¬ 
ty in three Pariiaments: lie dictl in October, 1788, leaving two 
rhildirii, 'Tlionuis and Sarah; Uie funner of whom died an infant, 
Kheii llie latter became sole hnr, and has lately married. 

'I'hc VJturck, which Stands in a specious Church-yard adjoining 
to liic town on the west side, ajqiears to have been erected in tiie 
Norman times, but has been mneh altered, and enlai;ged, at sub¬ 
sequent {icriods. It is built iu the form of a cross, and consists 
of a navt!, chancel, traiiMqit, and side nisles, wUi an embattled 
tower, surmounted by a h%b, octa^nal sjare, rising firom the in- 
tcrsecticHi. 'flie wcMm'ti entrance is now disused, bat displays a 
finely ornamented recessed arcb, with two columns, and a half co¬ 
lumn on each side, su|:q>orti»g various mouldings, charged witii 
diamonds, loaeng&s, toses, and trefoils: the oqiitats are all varied; 
(Mte of them lias a curious figure. The nave k separated from the 
atvies b} a range of five massive euliniins on each side, and two 
half < oluinus, u itii square oipitals, variously sculptured, and sup- 
(Kirtmg rouiul ardm-s, Itaving plahi, zig-ag, and biUetted nioald- 
iiigs. The an lies supporting the tower, are semscircular, with 
(histeied toluinus, cousiiting of two huge atul one smaller on^dh 
side the cupitids are sqimre, hut dissuuilarly ornamented; and 
on one of these is a eioious bead. The arch, whkh opens into 
the chiiQcel, has the billet and rig-mg mouldings! the roof of the 
ehaiind is strongly gromed; that of the mve is {daiu. The win¬ 
dows liave hem all opomd in the pointed Ibnn, wMi tiie exeep- 
lioii of those of the tower, die upper stoiy of which has two senn- 
ciriular windows on each side; heiow these are caters of the lao- 
<et form. Tlie south porch, which opens into the Cfaundi by a 
pointed arch, has a poiutid windww on oadh side, and is sustained 
b> strong buttresses. 

12 la 
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In this Chiircli, almost hidden among the pews, is an anrirnt 
tomb in good pwsm’atbn, with brass figures of a Knight and his 
Lady on the fop; and beneath their feet this inscription: • 

Robert aibfn«i»t itt ffit SJBargtctf M femme outrSt lus 
Dieu Be tec slmee tjt meuH. ameit. 

The Knight is in plate armour, with a gorget of mail, and lepre 
seiited as standing on a lion: the head of the Lady lestt u}H>n a 
rushiou; at her feet is a dog: she has on asqpaie head-dress, and 
a long cloak, fastened across the sliouldcrs with broaches, from 
which a knotted cord and tassel descends to the feet. 

The Market-House is a plain edifice of wooil; the Shamhles, 
near it, form a neat range of brick building. Tire charitable <iond- 
tions are not nuracrons; the )>rincii>al one was inadr' by Mr. 
Thoutas Warren, who by will, dated December 2, g*ne 

12001. stock, in the tliree per cent, consolidaterl bank amiujtie«, 
in tmst; the dividends to be a])plied to su|>}H>rt fitly poor widows, 
by distributing 71. lOs. year to each, on the tliird of Jaimaiy; 
and to tlie establi^ment of two Free Schools, one for thntten 
boys, and the other for fifteen girls. Great quantilics of corn aie an- 
nnaUv sold in this town; and its contiguity to the Grand Jittn timi 
Canal, has already hid a beneficial effect on its traric. 'I’hc po¬ 
pulation of Hemel-Hcinsted, as ascertained wider the late art, 
aniormted to 2722; the number of houses to 4<)7. 

HemsteivBuet,* or the JB«iy House, at the bottom of tire 

town, is a neat modetn butidtng, now the property of-' 

HUtop, Esq. a descendant ^^iim the ancient and noble family of 
Hilton, of Hilton Castle, of DnrliHin, 'fiic grounds 

are not extensive; and tifii^PCsiuewhnt lornially laid out, are 
pleasant. A'small part<^||^old Bory-sted, or mansion, in whicli 
Henry the Eightb w^Ajjll^ined by John Waterhouse, Esq, is 
yitt standing on onei0[%f the garden. Tliis estate was tlie pro¬ 
perty 

* Many of the Houws in this county are dUtingurshed by the 

name of Bunj, rai^ctcd with that of the tow n or manor to which 
they are adjacetiitlw'' 
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pcrty of the late ]&irl of Murchmoot; and has had many posses- 
iwrs during the two last centuries. U intludes.the wliolc of the 
tdtvn of Heinel-Henisted; though its eatent is not inure than thir¬ 
ty-four acres atui a half. 


BERKHAMSTED, BERKIIAMSTED ST. PETTER'-s, 

Or Berkuamp-Siesd, as it m generally, tlioiigh corruptly, 
siwll, is most probably of Sa\oa origin, as the name implies; 
though some writers base referred it to a still more distant era. 
“ The .Saxons in o!<l time," says Norden, “ called this town Bfrg- 
hamitedl, because it ss.is seated among tiie hilts; for Berg sigm- 
tied a hill; lltm, a town; and <Stedr, a seat; all which was x’ery 
projH’r for tlie situation beteof.” Chauncy, on the authority of 
Spelmun, has ufHrmed, that a gr«»t ConiicU of ail the prelates and 
military men, was held here by Whined, King of Koit, in the 
yc.ir 097 ; yet this appears to be a mistake, Uiat couneil having 
really assembled at £ur&t«i, near Maidstone.* Tlie King ot 
Mtrcia had a I’ulucr m Vastlehexti and tltc town, which seems 
to li.ive grown up under its protectioo, had attained sudkient im¬ 
portance at the lime of the Conquest, to be a]^)oiated as the |dace 
of meeting between tlie Norman Sovereign and Uic chiefs of the 
coiiftnleracy formed agaifiift his power, and headed by Abbot rr». 
tlieiH, ot St. Alban’s.f Soon afterwards, tlie King, indirect vio¬ 
lation of the oaths ^hkb be liad then taken, seized tlic possessions 
of the English, and divided tliein among his own followers. Berk- 
iiainsted was given to Robert, Earl Mortaigne, his halt-brother, 
and is stated in the Domesday Book, to lie rated for thirteen hides. 

*'• ill tiir Boroitgh of tin's Viii,* continues that invaluable lecord, 
■“ are two-and-titly burgesses, who p«y four pounds a year for toll, 
and tliey have half a bide, and two shiiliugs mit by the year: 
there arc two arpends of vineyanl; meadow, eight carucates, com¬ 
mon of jtasture for the cattle of the vill: wood to feed a thousaiui 
hogs; and five shillings rent by tlie year, its whole value is six- 

13 ‘teen 


Ooiigh’s Camden, A'ol. I. p. 34P. 
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UTO poimd. Whe .1 he (die E.»l) rwiW H, «<» vaha> Ha- f« cn- 
ty |.ound-. and lu the time of Kmg Eilward. iHToty-tour |>ouii.N 
Edmar, a thane of Earl ILirold, held tW* manor 

The Caslle elected by the Saxons-m* enlargeil, awl-ti< 
cned, ami lortilied with additional outwoiks, by the Earl ot Mm 
taiicno, hut III the time of his »oii and successor, William, who 
had libelled arpiinst Henry the first, it was sei/cd, with all ins 
other pos-e—ions m England, and, aecording to the authorits ot 
most ot those who base written on tlie subject, ‘ ra/cd to tin* 
ground’'by the King’s orders. It is extremely probable, liowesoi, 
that the demolition was oiiis a partial one, and that the Castle was 
again fitted up as a Royal icsidence, eiliit r in the time ot Sttphen, 
or very early in the leign of Heurj the Second; asthelatlir 
kept ins court at BcrUiaimtcd, when he granted the Chunh of 
Haveriug, in Essex, to tbe monks of St. Bernard de Monte Jovis, 
to find firing for the poor.* 'flus Monarch also granted many 
valuable and indepeudeut privileges to the “ Men and Menliants 
ot the Honour of WalBngford, and Berkhanisfed St. Peter’s,” and, 
among others, that they should has’e peace through all his land of 
England and Normandy ; with liberty to trade and sell thtir incr- 
chandixe thiougb all paits of those kingdoms, and AqmUui, and 
Anjou, without paying eitiier custom, or exaction, that they should 
be quit of all servile works, Im? exempt f|om all toll-; and enjoy 
tlie same liberties, laws, and customs, as ni the time ot Edward 
the Confessor, and tliat no market should be held withui vvett 
miles ot the town.’'t 

'Fhe Castle and llonodrof Berkhamsted contuiued in tlu’ Crow^ 
till the seventli of King John, who granted them to Jeoffrey Fita- 
Piers, Earl Essex, “ with tbe knight’s fee thereunto belonging,*’ 
in fee-fanu fat lOOl. jicr annum. On lus death, m 1213, tliey 
seem to base reverted to the Crown, or were, perlta])S, sewed by 
tlie Kmg m fhe confusioii of the Barons’ wars. About tliree year- 
aAcmards, anno 12J<lt 17, the Castly was besieged by Lewis, the 

Dauphin 

♦ Di j Mon. Angl. Vol il p. 420. 

1 t lunncy's Hertiurdshire, p. 572 
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D<iu)>itin of Franfe, in coiijuiiftkai witli tlwse of tli* rjis'lKli 'No- 
viioin ul’/qliu bad iudut-ed tn ba\c reruiir&e to 

iQfi igM ussist«itoe, Duiitig thii iuf'tistmieut, the garrUou, tukiug 
ailvaatag** of tfafitngiigctKT of Um; besiegeni, mde two sucu-ssfirf 
wllu's 00 Um; same day, i<*tun 8 Rg to the Castle with divers chariots, 
arms, and {KOsiyiuns, aitd the banuer of William de Magnaville; 
but alter a siege of some coutiouatice, tliey at length surrciidcre<!, 
ou receiving the Kiugfs commands for that purpose. 

IlcJiry the 'fliird, in dcvenfli of bis reign, gratUed the Earl¬ 
dom of fJoiuttall, together with the Honour and Castle of Berk- 
humsted, to Bicliard, his yojniger brother, afterwards King of the 
lloniiius, in reward for his services at the siege of tl»e Castle of 
Jltole, in France; but disagicciMg with him soon afu:r«ard-«, he 
jgaiu Miiml tlte Castle uilo bis own hatidS. Tlie inteilwsiUon of 
the Earls of Pembroke awl Clieste*, occasioned its U'storation 
to the Earl of Cornwall} wJ»o afterwards married Isabel, douag* i 
ol' (iillrert de Clare, Earl of Ciiomtei; and sister to the Earl <if 
Pembroke: this lady died hi childbed, at Beiklmnided Castle, in 
1C3<).* lu the year IC'ff, tiic Earl again mariied toSciiHiia, 
sider to the Queen, and daughter hi Rajnioud, Eart of Provence, 
w hom he emlowed at the chmeh <A<x» (at Westminster) with a 
tiind |Mit uf all the lauds wbidt ha then possessed, or ‘'liouid at- 
teruaids ac4|uhtc. In the ensuing year, the King grantci] him au 
.iimual foir, of eight days couUiunince, for his manor of Beikiiam- 
hted; and iiero, after a long tUne«s, as aj^acars from Matlliew Pa¬ 
ri'., be died, on the fourth of tlip ncnies of April, 1 Edmund, 
Jh-i only surviving sou, by Senebia, bis tljinl wife, succeeded to 
his estates and titles; and hi bis time it was found hy inquisition, 
taken at Bmkbamsted, in tlio twenty-eighth «f Edwsud tin* First, 
that there were four knights’ fees beldof Uiislioaonr; and also Unit 
ihore were Uie» twelve burges-stts witbin the borough of Ikukliuin- 
slcd, together with ftfly-two free tenants, said tweuj^’-two tenants by 
-erjeaucy. 'Fhis Earl fowuled the Collegtt df Brns-Hommes, id 
Asluidgc, or At-ha ugg, in llucLinghamsiiire, wliere Imj died with¬ 
out issue, in the calends nf October, 1300, 

I ^ TIic 
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The Honour and Castle of Berkliamsfed, wjUt tlie Earliloin ol 
Cornwall, having thus reverted to the Crown, wert‘, in the fust 
of Etiwaid the First, granted fo Piers Gaveston, on liis niarna»e 
with Maigaret, daugiiter of Joan of Acres, the King's sistei, w hit li 
appears to have been solemnized at the Castle. The hanglily < on- 
dud, and upslait uisolcnre, of this Nobleman, having letl to Ins 
death bv violence, his titles and possessions again devolved to the 
Crown; and in the second of Edward the Tiiird, John of Elthani, 
next broUicr to the King, was advanced to Uie Earldom of Corn¬ 
wall; two years afterwards he bad a grant of the Honour, Castle, 
and Town of Beikharasted, with other manors, to fire vahie of 
;2000 marks per annum: but dying without issue, in 1330', his 
estate'! were granted, by the King, to Edwartl theRlatk Ptinte, 
together with the Dukedom of Cornwall, to “ be held by him 
and liis heirs, and the eldest sons of tbc hciis of the Kings of 
Englaiul.” 

Bichard tlie Second, son of tlie Black Prince, orrasionally ic- 
sided at Berkhamsted Castle; and ailetwtuds gave }H'rinissi<iti to 
Bobeit de Vere, Mhrquisof Dublin, to live in it; giving inin li¬ 
berty, also, to supply himself with wood and fuel out of the woods 
and paik. In 1450, Henry of Monmouth, afterwaiils Hemy the. 
Fifth, was possessed of the Castle, Honour, and Town of Berk- 
barasfe<]; and fimn him tliey regularly passed to Henry of ind- 
60 r, afierwards Henry the Sixth; and to his son, Henry of West¬ 
minster. On tlie accession pf the House of York, tlie Stewardship 
of thb Castle and Lordships was given, by Eilward the Fourth, to 
John, Lord VVenlock; and the 'Castle became the residcuce of 
Cicely, daughter of Ralpli Neville, Earl of Westinoreland, and 
Duchess of York, the mother; who died herein the eJe- 

venth of Henry the Seveinli, anno 1495. Since that period, the 
Castle and Honour of ]g|if^|timsted have descended from the Crown, 
to tJie successive Pfi^ces of Wales, as heirs apparent to the 
Throne, and pcN||pS8ors of the Dukedom of C'oniwatl under the 
grant ot Edwar^l^ihe Tliird. 

In tiie secoijii of Qiiei’ii Elizabeth, tlid^site, ciicuit, and precinct, 
ortlte Castle,^ere demised for a term of years, by that Sovereign, 

to 
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to Sir Edward Carey, under the arnioal paymenJ of a r«! rose; she 
aUo constituted him llij-h-Stcward of this Honour mid Manor, by 
feftters Patent^ and liy other I-etfcrs Patent conveyed t<i him, mid 
to the Lady ^get, hi» wife, and tiielf heirs the Mansion-House, 
(wliich Sir Eilward appears to have baht out of the ruihs of tlie 
Castle,) with the Uidge and PaA, to hold in free soexage, by an 
annmil nnit of 8l. <»>-. 8<1. in the following century, tbc interest 
of the Careys “i this estate, was sold to John Sayer, Esq. but 
about the cominenrenient of the last, it w as purchased by the fit- 
inily of Hoitcr; and Jolin Rojier, Evp tl»e proprietor of Berk- 
liainsted Place, is the present Imee of the Chndie estate under the 
Prince of Wales. 

BEliKUAMSTEt) Castle wEs Situated on the east side of Uie 
touni and tliougii the huiltlings are now redueedf to a few massive 
I'nignieuts of wail, tlse remains are still sulbcimit to evince the aio 
cient strength aii<l un|>ortancc of this ibrtrera. The ramfiarts ate 
s«“r>’ hold, and tlic ditches still wide and de«j^* pailicuiarly on the 
iiorlli and east sides, though partly fiiled up the lapse of cen¬ 
turies. The woiks aio of a cirQilar fotini .^qwoachmg to tl» 
figure of an ellijisis, mui include aboirt eleven acre*. They appear 
(0 h.wc roussted of three parts; a keep, ^innereotat, orbal- 
hum, and an outer liallhun; the boundaij^y of the latter of which 
iiu hided Ute two former, aud tras a high and strong ranqntrt of 
wirtJi, surrouiidfsl by .-i ditch. The inner balliiua, which was also 
environed by a «ieep fus.se, included tlie bttilduigs, of which only 
the foundations of one .small apartment, and n few shapeless 
masses of wall, now remain: the general thirknessof the walls 
scimw to have been from eighteen to twenty feet. Tlie keep was 
a circular tower, occupying the summit ot' a high and steep aitihcial 
mount, and litis also was moateil round: tlie diameter ol the area 
inrloMd by the outer wall, could not exceed twenty jardst in the 
centre is a hollow space, probably the site of a well, or dun¬ 
geon. Large trees are growing on the skies of the mount, as well 
as on many jiarts of the outwant rampart and declivities of tlie 
ditches; otlier jKirts are covered with underwood, m many {daces 
w ihiA as to be impassable. The kmer court is now an orchard; 

the 
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ihe outer court is cultivated as a form and a stnall cottage, witU 
a fow out-bniidings, uow occupies a portion of the ground ouce 
inliabitcd by Princes and Sovereigns. Strongly as this Castle was 
fortified, it could not be tenable atler the inventioa of cannon; its 
ate, tlioogh elevated, being commanded by yet higher eniinonres 
on the north and north-east sides. Near the nunjMit, on the west 
side, flows the htlle river Bnlbotinm. 

The Chvbch at Bethbamsted » dedicated to St. Peter, and 
bnilt in the form of a cross, with a tower lising from the inter¬ 
section towards tiie west end, and having a pr^jectiug stair-case at 
the south-east angle, tmnunated by a turret at the summit. Ttie 
tower is supported on strong pcnntcd arches, and was origntally 
open i but is now closed from the Cimrch by the bel&y floor. On 
the outside of the tower, neat the street, is a sculpture of an angel 
.supportmg a dsidd, impaled wifo the arms of England and Frauc<- 
quarterly, and guki!), a saltire, Or; with this imperfect mscnpliou, 

-- 0 t)n anti 9(es |)>g l»0! s the same arms are pamt- 

ed on glass in the window of a small Chapel within the Church. 
The nave n divided from the aisles by Ave colunuis and two half 
columns on each foie, HUftahiing plain pointed arches, over cucli 
of wfakh is a pointed awhed window; three of tlie coIumn« ou 
each foie are circular; the ottim are cluster hi a quartrefuil 
form. The we&tem vnndow b large and tamified; all the others 
are also m the pohtted style, bnt vaiy in size and description. 
Various small Ci^iiels aod Cltantries were founded h«re in the 
Catholhs thrws, audare still parthdiy divkied flrom the body of the 
Church. 

Tlie Sepulchral memorials m Ihk foUflee are numerous, and 
some of them are intereding aadMipfoWS. Between two coltunus 
pf the mm, and wb(% lurroomted by pews, is an ancient tomb 
of rich worknumsfa^, havmg on the top, foil-length efligies of a 
Knight, and his 14%, recumbent; and at the sides, various 
canopied niches, withj||il^ ornamental pointed arches in relief, 
interqiersed with shkH^f arms. The Knight is represcuted in 
armour, with his hands raised in the attitude of prayer across lihr 
breast: liis head rest^ ou i helmet, Imvmg p human head, with a 

long 
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long lioard, at lUc upper end; Ijis feet are supported on a lion; lie 
has on a booil and gorget of mail; and on the sash which crosses his 
Imm1 > and sbouhler is a rose: opposite to this, on hU breast-plate, 
is a dove. Ttic figure of the Lady is greatly mutilated; her bands 
and head are hroken off; tl»e fonner are lost; the latter rests on a 
cushion, and is itoverctl with nefc-work; she is arrayed in a close 
dress, and has a rose on each slioidder. Some of the sliwlds of 
arnu that surround tliis tomb, are completely defaced; otiaiis dis¬ 
play a ros(‘ uu a bend; in tlic hoimr (loinr, a dove.* On another 
shield, at the east end, is St. George’s cross, baving in the dexter 
chief, a saltire engrailed; su»d In the sinister chief, a cross doubly 
imsscd. Not any inscription is ittna'uihig on this tomb, to desig¬ 
nate tlic fierson-s to whos*.- memory it was crested; but tlie same 
arms are displayed on shields of brass, inlaid on a slab in the mid¬ 
dle of the nave, over two good Br»s$ figures of a male and female, 
holding each otlier’s band, nnder elegant canopies, now }«rtly mu- 
tilatei). Hound the verge of the idab was the fidiosving iiiscrip- 
tioii, of which only tlie latter {lart from fbe word obgt now 
n-raaiiis. 

tlic latent Eicbaibue ^orynton et StBAi-sateta uyor tfua, quf 
guit»m Oitlia^un ebijt quarto tiie menaw ^atti) 9nno 
Damiai si^Uta€€€' & ftertSt rt ^rreama sbijt tie xamm 
Stnno Domini |IL nmio. 

’* Tliii Torynton,” says Weever, “ as I haw by relifion, waa 
the founder of this Church; a Rtau in special! favour with Edmond 
Phmiageiiet, Puke of ^ornwall.'’t Ibe Torrtngions a}>|iear to 
have intermarried with the iHCinu of this town, as the same arms 
;<PI>ear on the memorials of the latter tiumly. 

Among tlie anemt tombs of which the inscriptions are novr 
Ipsj, is one that yras raised to coonneftiorate Sik John Cobn- 

WAl-LlS, 

•* nw«e arms, though now groatlv obscured hy »hite-\va.h, appear 
also on the corbels which smtaia the sopponers of the iianic-woik of 
die roof of the nave, and in other places. 
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'WALLIS, Knt. who was a Member of the Council to Prince Ed¬ 
ward, afterwards Edward the Sixth, and was buried hero on I lie 
of May, 154S. A still more mKieiit tomb is partly includes 
beoeatli » recess in the wall of the north transept, hot to uiiose 
memory it was erected is onknown. Various brasses, artd vestiges 
of brasses, remain in the difierent diauceis, imd^iaH inrlosores, 
about the Cburcfi, the ioscriptious of which hare been given by 
Weever, Chauncy, and Salmon; though not always with accuracy : 
several others -have been lost witbm the last forty or fifty years. 

In Sayers Chancel, or bariil-plare, which connects whh the 
south aisle, is an altar-tomb alabaster and black marble, in nie- 
tnoiy of John SaTSB, Esq. who was chief cook to Charles the 
Second when in eaiie, ami founder of the Ahns-liousc for poor 
widows in this toWR': he died at tlic age of sixty-three, in Ibfi..’. 
Against the east wall of the sonth transept, is a very neat monu¬ 
ment in memory of JotiN DoaEiEtt, Es<i. who died in Decem¬ 
ber, 1784, aged seventy; and another in commcutoration of An.v, 
his tdkt, who died in February, 1«02, at the age of seventy-three. 
The latter was executed by J. Bacon, Jun. and displavs a t>ersoui- 
fication of Faidi, widi a burning lamp. Among the other monu¬ 
ments deserving notice, are tliose to tire memory of Thomas 
Bali> WIK, Esq. a proprietor of the waler-worksuear Hyde Park, who 
died at the Uge of sevotty-fbur, in June, lt>41; Mas. EtiaABETii 
Cbadock, who died in Oetoiier, 1704; and Joseph and Jamks 
McEKAir, sons of Mrs. Murray, nurse to Charles the first, and, 
according to Salmon, builder of tire west window of this Chuix li. 
In St. Catharine's Chapel are |||veral memorials to the family ot 
Waterhouse; and in that Baptist, to the family of 

lucent; whom Jtaben 0ikeia, tOtent was servant to Cicely, 
Dnehess of York, and dipRyf (be iW^dEng richness, in the 6rst of 
Henry the Seventh; mAiOr. Jbkn Ineent was Dean of St. Paul's 
in the rdgn of Henry the Eighth, Several Piscinas remain in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Chrfrdb. 

At the bottom of the Cbuteb-yknd, is a large and strong build¬ 
ing of brick, erected as a Free Sekool in the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, and endowed with the lands lire guild or btolherhowl 

of 
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<nf St, John an anck'nl fouii'i-dUoit in this town. In the 

cstabtishincut of this school, Dean hiceut had a xary principal con- 
srern; and if was rh^fly by his prudence in procuring a licence 
from the King to make a nominal purchase of llie {mssesuons of 
llie brotherhood, that Uiose possessions wife not coiifiscaled in 
the genial wreck of religious houses, in tlie next reign, the 
School was made a lioval foundation, and incorporated by the 
style of “ tlie Master, Chaplain, and U-slrer, of the Free School 
and rijaniry of Dean Ineeiit, of Berkhanisted.” TIse Master is 
appointed by the Crowu, and has apartiiients at one end of the 
Five Stiiool; the .Scliwbrooro t»rfupies tlw centre; and the other 
end is inhabited by the Chaplain and I'slier. In this town is also 
a O/urify Schw)!, su;)}V>ited by voluntary routnhutioiis, &c. Isu- 
nierous ilonatnms for charitable jmrjioses liave been made to this 
]i.(Tiji>li; the {Kiuci|Kil of which was a bequest of lOOOl, inatic by 
John Saver, E-sq. ioJulylCSt, for the building and endow incut 
of an Ahis-Jlouie: tlus was erexted after his decease by h^s relict, 
who placed in it six poor widows, and iticrensi'd the oiigmal en¬ 
dowment by the gift of .'JOU!. Jiiwli widow lias a small allow¬ 
ance wtx'kiy, and a cloth gown worth 20». once in two years. 

In die parlhunont held at Westminsler in the fouricenlli ol Ed¬ 
ward the Third, wcic two lepreseulalises from this Borough; this 
was tlie only return ccer made, exciting to the Great Council 
held in the Kune place in the eieveutb of tire same King, Beik- 
hanisted has been equally mil'oi Innate with respect to its Charter 
of Incorpoiation, which was graitled by Janies die First, in his 
sixteenth year, but scarcely survived the perilous reign of his son. 
An attempt was made to revive die charter about a year or bvo 
after the Restoration, but it did not succeed. The grant of arms 
to the Coiporation was issued by Uks learned Camden, as Clarcn- 
cieux King at Arms. The Honour of Beikhamsted included uji- 
wards of fiftydive lordships and manors, in the three counties of 
Herts, Bnckingham, and Northampton. 

Berkliamsted consists of one principal street, about half a mile 
ill length, extending alooag tlie sales rf the high road; and another 
smaller wie, braucking out from tlt^s Church towards the site of 

the 
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ffie Castle. Tlje huildiiif^') are mostly of brickf and mp/fidar, hiii 
aremt«'<^rsed with vaiioii*< hand'omc houses, inhahitetl by res|»ert-> 
aWc femilics. The number of hojises iji this parsli, as returned 
under the Population Act, «as 33tf; that of iiibabitants, l6f)0. 

BERKHAMSTED PLACE, the seat of John Roi*er, Esq. 
Stands on a pleasant eminence adjoining the town. Hie Mansion 
is an irregular building-, great part of the strucfuie ercited hy the 
Cares-i having been burnt down in the time of tlie l.nrd Treasurer 
Weston, who then resided in it: lire remainder, wiiicii comtituted 
file back pari, was attenvards repaired, ami with some addttioas, 
foimsthe present dwelling: this Manor-iioiue was U»e nursery of 
King James’s cliildren. 

PENDLEY HOUSE, the ancient seat of tire Amlersons, and 
previously of the Femeyn, of whom Sir John Vemey, Km. was 
Sheriff of Herifordsbire ami Esses, in the fourteenth ot Henry the 
Seienlli, and Edmond Veraey, Esq. Sheriff of Herts in the nine¬ 
teenth of Elizabeth, has been palled down by Riebaid Ban! Ifar- 
rourt, Esq. the present owner of the manoi, whose predecessors 
acquired it by marriage w itli tire lieiim of the Andersons. 

TRING, 

C ALLIED Treani' in the Domesday Book, is a siiwH and iiH'gii- 
Ur town, situated on the north-western side of the county, on the 
high road to Aiiesbnry, and witliin a short distance of Uic Itkimld 
Way. William the Cwiqueror granted tire manor to Robert, 
Earl of Ewe, or Carnes EuUacU^ W whose tiiae it was valued at 
62I. «i AVbtt Dmarus , or wliibyg||i|[ty; aip}K>scd by Salmou to 
wean silver with a coarse atlemards it reverted to 

ttie Crown; and, in tire was givoi by Kmg Stephen, 

with all its appurtenanci^^Hpr; Ah^ of Feversfaaai, in Kent, 
w bicii be had Urea foun dw p iSis grant was con&vred to tfae muidts 
by succeeding Soverei|® and Inward the Secotid sjaw them a 
charter for a weekly and two aroiual fiiirs. After the Dis- 

golntion, Henry the Ji|lilb'' granted foe manor to tire Archbishop 
of Canterbury, wlfo conveyed at to Sir Edward iiorUi, Kat. 

Ticasom 
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Tit'Murer anJ CSianccUor of titr Court of Auspnentitions. By 
bim It »a<t tnuwfenred to Sir RWiard Lee, wlio exdian^fd it 
% lauds HI the ricinity of St. Albau’s, with Edward the SirtU. It 
was aigpttngrante<l from llie Crown, tiy I^ip and Mary, in their 
second year, to Henry Pecyiam, Esq. and Eliralieth, bis wife, 
in reward for the exertions of the forniet in the service of the 
Queen. This gcutlman was most probably a resdous Catholic, as 
he was attainted of treason, i& the time of Eiiaalietii, and divc^ed 
of the rewards l»ertowed on him by her predecessor. James ibe 
First -rested it in trustee* for the use the Prince of Wales. and 
it finally passed fiom the Crown to {leery Guy, Esq. wlio was 
Clerk of the IVeawry m Ibe reigns of Cliarles die Second, James 
the Second, and William and Mary. He sold it, about the year 
IbhS, to Sir WiUmm Gote, Knl. some time Lord Mayor of Lon¬ 
don, whose descendant, IhomasGorc, Esq. disposed of it a few 
years asp); and it is now the propmty of Sir Dnmimond Simtli, 
Bart, who has reewfly married the widow of the late Sir FiantU 
Sykes, ofBadldoB, in&efkshire. 

Tung C/iirrci is a large and weHqiroportioned rcgnlar building, 
dcdiratetl to St. Peter and Ht. PsmI, and conskting of a nare, side 
aisles, and riianed, with a niassK-e tower at the west cinI: the 
walls are siqifiorted by rttong buttnwies, ami the whdie is e«d>at- 
tkri. The lower has oi^iiially iqiened teto die Chofch, by a sharp 
pointed ard), witii plain mouhliogs, w4 Isso smi^ pdiars mi each 
skle; the lower part is now uasd as a wertry; Hie nm« is sepa¬ 
rated from the aisles by six pointed wdhes, rising from ki^ 
flustered eoinnms. The mif » «ftmiber tSrame-worfc, with sfetn^ 
beams going acressi ilie supporters on each skle are tmininated 
by a carved figure, esatih ef whieh has a wdl sculptored %iire for 
a corbel liase. These tSigwes are curious: ooe of them is a nu»- 
key, witli a book and purse; aiwtlwr b a feu^ xvhit a goose; 
another, amoiudedbm; asactdngyng; do^ iu varions attitudes, 
and of difi'ereot specie*; Nebuchadaemr, hi fab d^taded state, 
having a boman fece, srith allOQg beard, and a Ihm's body; &c. 
Most of the windows have obtuse pointed aidms, and are divided 
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is tergw flian il»c otiiPrs, ami more onainienled by 

This wa-j neatly repairevl about the jrar 1 ? 15| at the ex¬ 
pense 0 t‘ Wilhiuu Gore, £srj, successor to Sir WUUam Gore, on 
^ xnautage «tU» a dauj-litcr of tlui Earl of ’Sorthan»j>loii. At the 
same jiciiod it uas nea-jwwed Viith oak, and tlie columns of tlie 
nase Hcit painted iu iiscmhlance of sariegated niarWe; as svfll as 
tiie wainsrotting of the clmncel, whkh had Iteen previously ))ul uj» 
at the expense of Sir Rieliard AmlersMi, Bart, of I’endlcy, and 
is embellKlierf willi Coriiitbi^ pilasters. Tlie Allar-pieee lepre- 
seiits Moses and Vamn, with tables of the Decali^ie, the I.i»rd’s 
Prayer, and the Creed. In the jravement within the rails are sa- 
rious 8 l.d»s In uietBOty of the Andenom of Ft tidky, (ssbo base .li- 
so other menioiiuk here;) and another in (ommenioration of Mns. 
Euzabbth Gulr, wife to Ilenn Giiy, Esq. of whom the manor 
was put chased by the Gores. Against the south wall is .i st'rj 
handsome mnml monument, inclosing a tablet, with a metlallioii 
of John Gobs, Esq. of Bush Hill, Middlesex, who died ui An* 
gust, J7^5, at the age of seventy-four; and, toirether with his 
wife, II tJSKAH, daiigfilcr of Sir Jeremy Vanacka .S.inihiookc, 
Bart, who died in March, 17(l3, aged setenty-one; and their on¬ 
ly son, Johti Gore, Esq. was interred beneath. Against the north 
wall is a costly luonunient iu memory of StB VVii,i.iAst Goiif, 
ICut.. 8 nd his lady, EmbabeiH, coustmcled of alabastei and 
black marble': the deceased arc icprcsented by figures iu ret lining 
posilioiu on each side an nrn; the Knight is drcssqd m his gown 
and chiun; Jiis body in of her time, adorned with kre. 

Above » tim Macc, withjy^Otdand Cdpof MHinteiiance, in 
saldrej over which is a aunqouuted hy the anus of the 

Gores, and otherwise enmmattei^ ^ Sh William died on the tn cn- 
tielh of Januaty, 17 C^iit the agoW «*ty-fonr; his Lady tlitsl at 
the age o^ fifty-twi^^ 170 S:‘ ^ehr virtues are recorded hy long 
ii^il»tions on the phrt of the hionument. 

TTie Market’llOuse h a mean edifice »b wooden pillars, having 
a pifiory ai^ a ea^ beneath. Hie market is iWincipaliy held for 
the sale of coww tneai, and 8traw-|>iat Various small donations, 

that 
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tJwf haw l)een given for the use of the [mor, are enumerated on 
a table ui the Church ; and a Sunday School, for about eighty 
boj's and girls, has been establidicd by subscription. A small old 
iiuil.iing, railed the PahliouM-, is now inhabited by jsoor people. 
Tring contains four MceUng-bouses, for tire respective sects of 
(ieiieral Baptists, Particular Baptists, Anabaptists, and Quakers, 
nie numlMT of houses in this township, as ascertained under the 
Art of 180(1, was 3 J8; that of iiiliabilaiits, l62I. The manufac¬ 
ture of s(ravv-p!at constitutes tijc employment of most of tlie fe¬ 
males ill this part of llie country. .4 carious paper concerning a 
trariied Taylor named Robert Hili,, who was born in this town, 
was inserted in the Contleinaa’s Maga^ne, for September, 1754. 

THING PARK, the laiautiful .seat of Sir Drummond Smith, 
Bari, so created in May, 1801, consists of between 300 and 400 
acres, ranging on tlte suutli-east side of the town, and |>lea.saiiily 
varied by bold swells and commanding ^uinenees. Some of the 
timber is very fine; and the beech is particnlarly luxuriant and 
flourisliiug. The House is a large and convenient building: the 
princijiul aparfmeitl.s arc .sjwrioiLS, and very neatly fitted up; the 
southeni uiiidows conunaiid aome e.xlrcmely fine and extensive 
prospects over the adjacent grounds, and into the contiguous vales 
of Buckinghamshire. The Hull is ornamented with Corinthian 
pillars: at the upfier end io a xeiy excelloit Game Piece, by Sny¬ 
ders; and on cacli side, near the top, are six whoie-lengtb figures, 
in panuels, of Queen Kli/abcth, Mary, Queen of Scots, General 
I.;uubert, fieneial Ireton, and others. In tl« Billiard Room is a 
fme picture of tiie Maries whli the Body ofClirist, by Paul Vero¬ 
nese; a Girl with Fruit; and several ])ortraits. In a small Drau-^ 
i’lt; Room, opening from the Hall, is a curious full-length of 
Queen £lizabetm, probably copied from a painting of the 
•same Princess by Xucciiero, mentioned by Walpole u being pre¬ 
served in the gallery at Kensington Palace. Tbe dress is fimciliili 
imagined, and richly wrouglit with birds and Bowers. Her ri^ 
hand is placed On the head of a stag, who is crowned with Bowers. 
Behind is a tree, on the branches of which swallows are perched; 
and on the trunk tlie following sentences are inscribed. 

Voi. VII. Fkb. 1806. K 
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Ittfttsla Jiista Siterah. 

Mea Sic Mihi. 

Dolor est Jttedicinn 
Dohri. 

On a scroll iu tlie corner below tlu? tree are these liiief; 

The restlcs swallow fits my rcstles miiMl, 

In still renewing still reviving wrong:-; 

Her just complaints of cruelty unkind, 

Is all the musick that my life prolongs. 

TVith pensive thoughts my weeping Stag 1 crown 
Whose melancholy tears my cates express; 

His tears in silence and my gnets unknown. 

Are all the pbisick that my harms redress. 

My only hope was in this goodly tree, 

Which I did plant in love, bring up in care; 

But all in vain, for now too late I see 
The shells be mine, the kernels others' are;— 

My musick may l>e plaints, my phisick tears, 

If this be all the fruits my love-tree bears. 

On the floor above tlie Hall, and ru^rfiig across the house, U a 
iiandsonie Gallery', or Ball Rooxn^llivitig a circular ilome iu llie 
c^tre. Most of tlie other apa^teuts on this tiuor are Dressing 
mid Bed ^otns; in one of tliCpatter is a fine |iairitiug of Diana 
and Endymion. This house erected about tlic time of Cliurles 
the. Setond, by Henry Gtfyi Esq. who, according to Salmon, 
‘ adonied it with gardens of unusual form and beauty.’ 11 le 
Park was laid out by the Gores, and is inow abundantly stockcil 
with fine deer. 

TRINO GROVE, a short distance north-cast firom Tring, is Uie 
pleasmit rcstdaice of —— Broadwood, Esq. brother to Lady 
> . Dasliwood, 
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DjsiuVood, of I lalfoii. This gentleman rents it ol*-- Barker, 

to wlioii) it was bcitueaUied by the widow of tlic late Mr, 
SifVer. 

ALDBURY w-as given by the Conqueror to Robert, Earl of 
Morliiigiic; but, on the rebellion of his son, it was again seized by 
the Crown. The next owner On record was Bertram, or Bartho¬ 
lomew de CrioU, who was Sheriff of this county, ami Essex, in the 
thirty-third of Henry tlw Tliird. From tliB family it came to the 
Jlj/ites, of whom Nichola.s Hyde, Esq. was created a Baronet by 
le tters Patent of the nineteenth of James the First. On tlie 
flealli of Thomas, In's successor, who was Sheriff of Herts in the 
third of diaries the First, Aldbury became the projierty of tlie 
J)ukcs of Leeds, through the marriage of Bridget, only daughter an'd 
heiress of tlie deeeased, with Peregrine Osborn, heir-ajqiarent to the 
then Duke. In the ('rmri-h, svhirh is dedicated to St. John Baptist, are 
.seu ral ancient inonunieuts in rommemoration of tiie Fertnys and 
.hhlerxomi of Peiidley ; and of tile Jlt/den, the former Lords of this 
Manor; one of the Bnkt.i of Lre'da was also buried here; but nei¬ 
ther insi'iiiiiion, nor any other memorial, has been consecrated tp 
liL mcnioiy. 

LITFLEttADDESDEN, or LVrdt/f«/ea Parm, callerl Gades- 
di Ilf ill the Domesday Book, tioin its situation on the river Cade, 
disceiuleil in the same manner as BerkbainSted to Edmund, Earl 
of Cornwall, who granted it to liis foimdatiou for Bon-Hontmts at 
Asliridge, to which it was attached at the time of the Dissolution. 
Queen Elizahetii, in her thirty-second year, granted it to Jane, 
I-ady Cliency, and her lieirs, from whom it passed by sale; and in 
llie s«*coih1 of Janies the First, was conveyed, by an indenture 
tripartite, to Thomas, I-or»l EUcsmeie, and Sir John EgertonV his 
son, afterwards Earl of Bridgewater, in whose posterity it yet re¬ 
mains. 

Tlie Church is a small fobric, with a tower at the west end- 
The chancel is the burial-place of the Kgtrtons, Lords of the Ma¬ 
nor, of whom Sir John Egerton, Kniglit of the Bath, and first 
Earl of Bridgewater, died at the age of seventy, in December, 

*ikI JoUjJ, Viscount Brackley, his third son, who succeeded him 

K2 ia 
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jn the earidom, died in October, ld86', in his sixty-fourth }ear 
Most of the Egerfon inonutnenU have long inscriptions, wliicli arr 
inserted at length tn Chauncy.* In this parish was bom the t'ini 
neat Physician JfoHM T»E Gaddbsdek, who was educated at 
Merton College, and flourislied at the b^ianing of the fourteenlh 
eeiftiirv. He wrote many tearnwi Treatises on professional wh- 
jects; and is mentioned by Chaucer, in bis pretaec to the Canter- 
buiy T^les, 

GREAT GADOESDEN anciently belonged to the EarK of 
Salisbury, and atleiwards p:i5se<i to the Zouebes, and from 
them, by an heir feimle, to tlie Hollands, aftenvmrds Earls of 
Huntingdon. On the death of the last Earl, who was wounded 
fighting wi the side of the Earl of Warwick, at the bottle of Bar- 
net, it was seirod by the Crosvn; and nws granted, by Henry (hr 
Seventh, toTlioinas, Lord Stanley, Earl of Derby. Jn the forts- 
third of Ehaabeth, the daughters and co-heiresses of Ferdinamh*, 
Earl of Derby, conwyed it to Sir Rolrcrt Ceril, who granted it to 
Sir Adolphus Carey, of Berkhamsted, in the following year; and 
by his heiress, It was sold to the lord Cliancellor Ellesmere, from 
whom it lias desreoded in tire same manner as Gaddesden Pan a 
In the Church are various monuments of the Uahrys, of Gak- 
DESOSK Place, wlmse Mansion, an elegant building, was erected 
about the year 1773, by the late Thomas Halsey, Esq. 

BEBCHWOOD, or BCECIIWOOD PARK, the M-at of Sir 
John Sebright, Bart, in tlic parisli of Flam.sled, was anciently called 
Woiidchurch, or Sr. Gile^inthe WWd, from a JJdvdictine'Sv'SSv.- 
Ity founded here for a Prioress'and tea Nuns, by Roger de Toni, in 
the time of King Stephen. weie increased by other 

bencfkctions; and on tlie |MM«ss1on of the Mitaller religious 
bouses, in the tsventy-wxth or^enry the I^ghtii, the annual reie- 
naes of this foundation ^cre returned, according to Dugdale, at 
301. ips. 8d. but aecortfog to Speed, at 461. I6‘h. id. Tlie Ma¬ 
nor was then granted ^o Sir Richard Page, Knt. whose dangliter 
.wrried Sk—— Skipwitbj and afterwards they conveyed this 

estate 


* Chauncy'» Herts, p. i j3, 6. 
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f >tate tu Thomas Saunders, Esq. of PutknhaiB, from whose fr» 
mil) it passed in ntarttaj^ to Sir Edward Sebright, Bart, of Wor* 
rti»teistiire, from whom the present owner is descended. The 
Mansion of the Srbriihfr " * handsome frbrie, standing in a de> 
ligiiUui and wclhwooded I’hrk, particulmly abounding hi fine 
bcccb. .411 tlie onirmnd papers relating to the Nunnery, as well as 
tluMnanusrript colkctioBs of the leamedHamplireyLiuyd and others, 
.lie lu the possession of Sir dohn Sebright: this gentleman directs a 
coiisidenible portion of bis atientioo to the iinprovensent of agricuh 
ture, .iiid has a frnu here of about 700 acres, 

Kr,NS\N OllTH was gisen, by Edwwd the Confessor, to the 
C'hurih of St. Paul, in Eondon, and it stili forms parcel vf the 
{)o^<csslons of the Peon and Chapter. The Chord is a smaB Kor> 
man eddice of one fKice, with a tower at the we^ end, opening 
into the nave by a recessed seniHatcular ftrebed jPoor-u’iyr, curi¬ 
ously ornamented, He south Poor-way, whkb opens hrto tlie 
Church fiom the )>orcb, has a shudar arch; but h somewhat more 
eliborattly wrou|^t. He stones which form the iwier circk of 
this aich, .ire rucMy setdptured hi deini-reiief, With a kind of dia¬ 
mond cheik-viork: yet the evident dtesiiutlarity oif die carvuigson 
]ii.m> of these stones, leuders U probable that some device m%bt 
base been iiiteuded, though not any figure can now be distinctly 
nmik out, but that of a cross, wbkh occupies the cmitre of the 
aah. He luouldtugs are supported by pillars, the Capital of the 
wcsteniiaoiit of which exhibits on one of its frees, tho Well known 
table from Esop, of the Wolf and the Crane; tJie Crane is repre¬ 
sented at standing ou tbe back of the Wolf, and estractmg tfie 
bone from bis throat. He other free teems to be destgacd to re¬ 
present the frbk of tlte Eag^ usd tiie Hnre. The Poor-way 
within die tower has caifrals <|f Ifrdt and mmil human beads: its 
other ornaments are in die same styk with those already described: 
both Poor-ways are built of Caen stone^ 

FLAMSTEP, or PAkISTEAP, anckaitly called 
accordmg to Cbauncy, from its situation on the rim Ver, was 
I»rcel of die possessions of the Abbots of St. Alban. Eeolstau, 
the twelfth Abbot, gave it to Humoth,«a valiant K(%ht, and bis 

K 3 fellow- 
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fellow-scrfdiers, WaUJeof and Thurman, on condition that they 
shotiUi secure tlie roads from roblicrs, and strenuously defend the 
Cliui-ch of St, Alban. Atler flie Conqticst, it was seized by tbe 
King, and granted to the family of Toni, or De Tod«n, from 
whose descendants it finally passed by an heiress, in the time of 
Edward tlie Seeq^, jiaiued Alke, who married (iuy de Beau¬ 
champ, Earl of Warwick, whose descendant, the Great Earl of 
Warwick, behig rkilied uear Barnet, fighting against Edward the 
Fourth, his possessions were seized by that Sovereign, aiui lu'ing 
afrerwards legally alieiatedi in favor of Heniy the Seventh, the 
manor of Fiamsted coulinhed in the Crown till the tw cutv-sevent li 
of Henry tite Eiglith. It was then granted to (ieorge Ferrari, 
and his heirs; and has since passed through various families, by 
purchase and mfaerwise. 

Fhunsted CAaric/i is dedicated to St. I^’onard, and consists of a 
body, chancel, and side aisles, with a tower at the west end. Ofllie 
“ three wondrous ancient monuments” mentioned by Weever, only 
one remains, the others are lost; this stands Iretweeii the nave and 
the north aisle. It is a plain altur-tomb, about four fci-t liigii; 
having the figures of a male and female in demi-relief, inuier an 
angular canopy pf quatrtrfbil arches, omaiiicnte*! with tbliuge, and 
smaller arches. At. their Icet arc two dogs; that on the lefr has 
a label proceeding from its mouth, which curls round, and termi¬ 
nates on the back Of the other, hut the inscription is defaced. On 
a slab in the chancel, is a Bro.'.s of a Priest under a pointed rano- 
py, containing traces of a rt'presentalion of the 'i'rinity. This, as 
a{q)ears from the inscription preserved by Salmon, marks the place 
of interment of Johannes Oowby, who was a Kcctor of this 
Church, and died on the seyen^ of May, 1414. Several monu¬ 
ments and memorials of. Jiik^Sininders and Sebright families, of 
Beechwood, are also fmiierved here; and in the wml near the 
altar, is an inscription hi^icinory of Sir BAtRTHolomew Fouke, 
who was Master of ^'iHoushold to Queefi Elizabeth and James 
the First, and died^ Ju^, l6'04, at the age of sixty-nine. Tlie 
capitals of the pil^Mls of tlie nave are richly carved with foliage: 
and frie na»f! is separated from the cliancel by; a lofty Screen, ele- 
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j 5 .\ntly carvwl in tl»« ])ointed style, over whicb is die ancient Rooil- 
loli. On the south side of the chancol arc two ancient Stalls, with 
a yiscina a(|joiiiine: all these have {tointed andieS, though dif- 
I'ereiitiy sltapcd and oriiiimented. 

UEDBURNE is a pretty conaderahle village, extending ttbout 
half a mile on tlie road to Dunstable, and efaidSy su{^rted by 
the passage of travellers. The Manor was gnaited to the Abbots 
of St. Alban in tlje finie of Edward tlic Coiifessori and bis Queen 
Eililha, who gave their yoinl consent to its fomifet owners, Egel- 
vviiic the B!d< k, and Wincelfled, bis wife, Tor that ptnpose. It now 
bttongs to Lftrtl Viscount Grim^on, having passed to that Noble¬ 
man from the Rasxluis, in the same manner as Gorhambury. The 
Cfiurch was re-btiilt by Abbot Wbethamsted, in the time of Henry 
the Sixth. It stands at sonic distance from the villa^ on tire west. 
Oil Redbum Green, tlic relics of St, An>pb>balus, the pious instruc¬ 
tor of S(. Alban, are recordctl by Matthew Paris to have been 
dug up, with the bones of many of hisTdlow-saffcrers, in the 
year 117S, and to have been translated whh moeh solemnity/ to 
St. Alban’s, where a sumptuous shrine was prepared for their recep¬ 
tion, and many mitaculous cures are said to have been pertbrmed by 
their influence. A small Pkiory, or Ceil of Benedictines, su¬ 
bordinate to St, Alban's Abbey, was fotinded here |weviously to 
tlie year 11.05, and dedicateil lo .St. AmphUailus, and bis martyred 
companions. The nunilier of houses in tWs parish, were retunied 
under the Population Act, at ‘239; llial of inliabitants, at 1133. 

II.'VRPENDEN, or, as it is more familiarly termed, Harden, 
was ori^ally included in Whctljamsled, to which parish, accord? 
ing to Chauncy and Salmon, tire ^urch here is a Chapel of Ease. 
In tlu* lime of Edwanl the Fiiit, Ibii Manor was possei^'d’by the 
ancient ftmily J&e Hoo,? of whoijtilBobeil: dc Hoo obtained Iflicrty 
of free-wnrren far this Lor<{$iiip,'% the twem^ of the above 
Sovereignl From tlie ^o-lreiis of this tiimiiy, Harptuiden was sold 
lo Mmthew Cressy, in tire tiinerrdTEdwRivi'the Fourth; and it coo- 
f,inucd to his descendants till the reign of Henry tlie Eighth, when 

• K’A’ “ ii 
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it was Conveyed, by the marriage of an heiress, lo Edmond Bar- 
dolfe, Esq, whose great grandson sold it to Sit John Withcmng, 
sriio was created a Baronet in the fourteenth of Charles ilw. Se¬ 
cond, and gave it to James, his secotKi ton, whose son John was 
Owner in the time of SahnOfi, 

Harden Church is dedicated to St. Nidiolas, and, as appears 
from the style of the archhertare. Was erected in the Norman 
times. Jt is bnilt in flie form of a cros.s, with a tower at the we<it 
end: the arches at the intorwxtion of the nave and transept, are 
[dam and semi-circtilar; but are sudamed on clustered coluintis, 
with varied raphals. On ewh side the nave are four areiies, al-o 
semi-cireidar, rising from square n^ssive pillars; two eireular pi¬ 
lasters extend to the space under the tower. In the rbancel h a 
neat cenotaph in memory of Godman Jf.nkyn, Es<}. of this pa¬ 
rish, who was buried at 8t Sfqdien’s. Several of tlte Vrewcf, 
formerly Lords of the Manor, lie iruried here, for whom M>nie 
insci^oas yet remain) the oldest of which records the memory of 
Matthew ChxmsST, and JoAN.bis wife, the daugfitrrofCdiuond 
Perient, Esq. of Digsweih the latter died inIsoxemher, 147 h. Aiio- 
tiier karriptioB is mserted in a slab in the east wall of the north 
cross, under the Bfats figiues of a male and female kneeling Irefoie 
desks, with the seriptum Iring open on each desk, and above tliem, 
in the centre, their arms Quartered, with a sii^lar crest, of a hairy 
man rising from a badmt on a helmet, and in the art rd' throwing 
the .javelin; hks left arm eatended whh a shield. The inscrijf^ou 
has be«i very erroneously pren, both fay Chauncy and Salmon, 
but is » follows. 

V/itt nnur i^nfa butefb bob; ^ MBiltm Creastt 4Estu;re 
lB“ Detrawcb t H of Dttobi^in i* m* ®a*Bt 
€l(fl«bab« (Sutr Stoitaeo’ fata b«fe bfcb t h af fabni* 
its, loti, anb mag ottt tf for iDomo^tetbof EebtCiatftmll 
a j^ifostgit hi r couMir of mentr. 

The houses h) Harden fijt imgulariy yet pleasantly scattered 
over a ronnderable plot o^ ground; their number, as returned un- 
dbf the late Act, was 23d{ thbt of foe inhabitants, was 1112, 
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WHETHAMSTED, or WhetHAMMTbad, it is frrqirently, 
thou"!! iinpro}>erly, dcuominattil, » recorded m Ute Boinesday 
IV)ok by theappellaUou IVatamakdA, « cucmudaace that deci¬ 
sively controrerts the opioiaa <rf its bariiD;; reived its name from 
the goodness and plenty of the vifwat grown in the in^bourhood. 
£4hvard the Confessor granted it to the Abbey at Westminster; 
and it is still possessed by the Dean and Cliaptec of the CaUtedtal. 

'Die Church is a rurinus ty»ic, dedicated to St. Helen, and budt 
in the form of a cross, with a tower, sarmonated by a wdt-propor- 
(loncd octagonal ^lire, risiag feotn the intersection of the nare and 
traiisciit. In the north cross is a handsome monument of alabas¬ 
ter, lu memory of Damk El.iZABin'it OASaABO, wife of Sir 
Juhu ft'arraid, Knt. and Bart, of this coonty, and chiest daughter 
<>t Sir Edward Barkbam, Knt some time Lord Mayor of London: 
she died » iCSi, and is n^resented by a reenmbent effigies, to- 
('ctlier wkh tlmt of the Kn^ht, her hnsiiaud. In the south cross 
i« an anckmt altar-tomb, with free-stone figures of a Knight in ar¬ 
mour, and his Lady, lying on the top, and round the verge tm im¬ 
perfect inscription, the efiigies are greatly inutiiafed. Several of 
the Brocltk, of Ikocket Ilidl, lie buried here; and also of the 
J.cpemhorpts, and <Kher respectable femities. 

Tbe Barons who confederated against Edward tbe Second, and 
liii lavoiite, Clavestou, assembled tlicir forces at W'bethamsted. 
And liere, about tbe beginoit^ of tbe fiifeentii century, tm bom 
the numibcent Abliot John Bqstock, aurnaiuedOEWBETHAM- 

a 

STRo, who received his education at Glocester Cedkge, Oxford, 
wbicli at that period was a kind of Precepiory for Benedictines. 
'Die chief particulars of bh histoty have been already related in the 
account a£ St. Alban’s. The fehabifenU of this parish wore re- 
turned uiufer the fade Act, at tbe bouses at 205. 

L,\M£Il, a manor in WiwtbatMfed parish, derived Its name 
from an ancieiit femily wl» Loidf here in the |u»!« of Hetuy 
die Third, It afterwards' passed ‘iffirongb aeveral femilies to llie 
(iarrurdt. Baronets; the find of wltom, Sir Jphn, was so created 
in 1622 . His descendant, Sir Beunet Garrard,^dykig without 
issue in 1767, this estate devolved on the descendants of Jane, 

daughter 
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daughter of nn unde of Sir J. (Jarrard, Bart, wliicli ladj inarricd 
Montana Drake, Es»}. of Sliardelows, in Buckinghainslme, ami was 
graiulmotlu r to" Wilfiara brake, Esi|. L, L. D. Member of Varli.., 
went for Aracrdiam. His jounger son, Charles l>ntk<‘(t.inaid. 
Esq. brotlier to 'I. D. T. Drake, Esq. of AmersJiani, is now 
owner. The Mansion is a handsome strnrlure, jileasaullj situateii 
on an cniiiifnce. 

AYOT ST. lAW'RF.'VEE was ancient demesne of the Saxon 
Kings, and in the time of Edward the Contesior was helii in Earl 
Harold; hot after the Conqtaist, it was gianted to KoImtI de (mt- 
non. It afterwards bekm&^i to a family siunamed de Axol, who 
held it under the Earls of Hcieibrd, and the Abbots of St. Vllian. 
The mistake of Cliauncv, xsImi has erroneously asst rted tliat tins 
manor xxas granted to Kadhere, to xthorn it never beitmged. the 
founder of Si. Bartholomew’s Friorj, in Siniliitield, appears to have 
arisen from the circtunstance of Canons m Slienlcy, whi< li aneient- 
Jy foi med part of the possessions of Sf. Bartholomew's, hat iii" bet n 
granted out along with this manor, bs Hems the Eighth, to Ni- 
diobs Brbtowc, wtd otheis. Tlie faiuilx of Biistowc tonthimd 
in posseisMOn of Ayot till the iHgiimuig oi tiie eight* eiitli ciiitarx, 
when it was puidusedby 'riiomas l>ewis, Esq. alter whose deatli 
it was sold to Conidius Lyle, IN*]. 'J’lie latter left two dangliters, 
eo-heiresses, one oi wliom married hi r eousiiv-german, Sir Uuiicl 
Lyde, an eminent tobaceo merelunt, who was created a Baronet 
hi the year J772. He part has* d the other share of this manor 
from his wife's sister; and dying without Esue, in 1793, the whole 
estate devolved to his brotlwr, Samuel Lytle, Esq. the pieseiit 
possessor. Tlie mnasioa til' the I.ydes is a neat brick Imiltihig, 
situated in a small tliougli pleasiuit park, 

Ayot St. Lawrence contains two Clwrchti; one of whit h was 
erected by Uie late Sir Lionel Lyde ; the other is an ancient ami 
’Venerable ruin; tlie j^uiis on which tliey were built, tare sRiguIiirly 
dissimilar. Tlie jV&i Church was erectetl after the ancient Ore- 
mu model, by tirf celebrated ftieholas Revet. The west front 
consists of u^coUnade, cmiuccted with a kind of ojHm |»avillion at 
each extremity,having a dome above; and of a jiortico, fonning llm 

piinejpaf 
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priiirijial entrance, in the centre, with this inscription on the pedi¬ 
ment ; *'. ■ 

Hattc Jladem D. O. M. LIONEL LYDE, Baronetus. 
Aisnerii Doni. ct EccIc&Le patron, extruxit 
A.C. MUCC.LXXVI'l. 

In the cfsitrc of eat h jjaviliiou is a j)edcst^ of whi|$; marble; tlial 
to the south is iiist rilted to the memory of SiR Lionel I.ydk, 
who died in June, 1795, in his sixty-eighth year, and it Ini-s also the 
following inscription on the back, in cortimemoration of the architect. 

N'IC()LAUS KEVFnT5i#>/c»«tSM 

Uni pluj-UHOS (Dims 
Romm Jtkeniit et Smyrmt cmanomtu* 

Hanc Ecclesiam 
Bd anfiquK Anhitectuns Exemplaria 
Slur in Crmciee dtque Axia Mtiiori 
udJmc vtsuntur . 

desigmreit trlrtixii, deror&vit. 

Hoc Mosume.ntom 
Sumplibus L.yo’s^hr.i Lyde, Baronetti. 

A. D, MDCCLXXXVIll. 

Tlie ground-plttn of the Old, Church is equally nnconnuon. Il 
assuiu^ the form of an oblong square, nearly a double cube, sc- 
lairated into two parts by jioiuterl arches; and the eastern |)art 
again divided info two clianccb^ communicating by an open ar<b. 
At tiie nortli-west angle of ^ ♦reslem part b the tower, which 
occupies about one eighth # tSe whole fabric, and opens to 
the nave by [jointed arches, ' 5^ of the [iillars supporting 

the arch which are cu- 

rioiisly oniameuted Whh,birds; and the iiihuidiugs 
were ulaborateiy wrought, the <^t«miost being terminated with 
sealptures of hun^ figures. Agsu|i#;.th« north wall of this tliau- 
cel wasiaa ancient altar-tomb, nea% orimmcnted at the sides, by 
ranges of handsome pointed arches in relief, with tretbil bearb; and 
having ori the incumbent effigies of Sir JpjgN Basre, and 

hb 
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his Ladt. Tliese figure* arc most sharocfulljr mutilated, the 
former is represented ia wmour, with a close helmcf, lia\ingai> 
oval aperture for the facet his feet arc resting on a lion, ami lus 
head on a helmet and mantle. This tomb has been removed to 
tlie lower. On a tomb against the south wall of this chanee!, were 
Brasses of NrcitotAS Bbistowe, Esq. and E.MMA, bis wde, 
tljc first possessors of tliis manor of that name, with the figures ol 
th«r children, and an inscription; all which arc now gone. Abosc 
tliis tomb is a I'uam. 

In the north wail of tire south chancel, which was that appro^ 
priated for the celebration of divine service, was a wry rurious free¬ 
stone miniature figure of a Knight Templar, or Crusader, Ivmg hi 
a recess, probably roevalwith the buUduig, under an obtuse pointed 
arth, quite plain. 'Hn's figuie sraieely exceeds twenty-four iuclios 
in length; a peculiarity, perhaps, that raimot be parsdieled in more 
than two or three instances :* the hatnls, which arc now broken off, 
formerly held a lieart. Tn the wall that separates tlic chancels, 
on the south ludc, is an ancient stone G^in. this was considered 
as a scat, till tlie falling of a beam broke off an iqqier comer of 
the lid, and dkeovered a skull lying w a cavity puiposeiy foniud 
to receive it. On opeuing the cotfin, in .\ugu$t, 1801, all the re¬ 
maining bones of a dicletou were found arranged nearly in their pro¬ 
per order. Tlie lid is sculptured with an ornamented cross, and sliap- 
ed similarly to that of the coffin of King William Rufus at \Vinche<i- 
ter, with a ridge in the middle, and sloping towards the edges. Sev<s 
ral curioin corbel heads support the rqtUr mouldings of tiie arches 
in different pajts. 'the east window of the north chancel was ele¬ 
gantly omamented in the pointed style, having three trefoil-headed 
lights, separated by muUiqnsi and » the i|Hice above Uiem two 
Catfaerue wheels, with various crockets: be)t«|Mh the uipermould¬ 
ings on each ude, was a can«iM nkdie pf thih wdrkinandiip. In 
this window was some fine ehtss, irith the atips of the 

Brictowes, 

* Grose, in the Addenda to h» PreCice, observes, that Chiidrea 
bom in the Holy land were repretented on their monuments with then 
legs crossed. 
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BnUowps, fonnt'riy Urd* of llie Manor; and above, tbeRov-al 
Arini of nnglaud, whbm a horduie cltargrd with the cofjnirances 
t)f the houiw of York and Lancaster; these arms are now [we- 
sen-ed in tint wlntlow of a house ne^w the Church. The Fmu is of 
an octagoiml form, ornamented with various mouldings, and hat in,» 
iliti'e tieioii-iieaded blank arches on the ujipr parts of cadi of 
Its different fanes. 

Tlie New Churdi was erected a( llieevprtise of .'w lionel L\dc, 
nwler tile expectation that he siiould be permitted to add the site 
of the andent one to hw park; but when tlie roof of the latter Iwd 
been destroyed, and ail the fimbm carried away, and tin tmilding 
tnherwise greatly dilapidated, an injunction was ksueri by th< 
Risliop, to prevent its being further spoflixl, on the fuinciple that 
ground once consecr:\led, onght not to be eomcrled to seenhu pur¬ 
poses, witliout evident necessity. 

At the HOO, which derive* its name from the sery andcut fa¬ 
mily of Hoo, near Kimpton, is the pleasant residence of the 
nnnibie Tbonias Braiul, RiM|. son and lieir of ii«’ late Thomas 
Brand, Esq. by fiertiude, now Baroness Dacre, ii.d arandsoti of 
Thottras Brand, Ewj. the pun hascr of tlfs cst.iv, by Lady Caio- 
luie, dan^ter of Ctebne, drsl Duke of Kingston. '1 he Brands 
were more aficiently vated at Croat Onnead, in this county, 
wkich still continues in tlie iaiully. The lioo tuenor wa-. for- 
rnetly the projwrfy of the Kiatti, B.uoutls, of this place, whose 
burul-|>lace is hi the iicigiibouring Church of Kuspfo??. 

KN'EBWORTH was aiuknUy dm inheriunce of the family of 
Hoo, of w-Ihisu Robert delloo obtained uCiiarUi of a weekly 
market for thb luauor^ hi tfie twentieth of Edward the I’irst. and 
also liberty of free-warrea ift all bis demesne lands of Knebwoith 
and Harpcndmi, in tbb county. It was aftcnsatds {lossesscd f.y 
the Hotofti, who seem to have obtained it by purchase from tlio 
titmily of Perron. Idonea, daughter and heiress of John Hotoft, 
married Sir John Barre, Kiit. who was possessed of it in the reign 
•f Edward the Fourth; and left a daughter, nonied Isabel; hist 
married to Sir Humphrey Stafford, Earl of Dtsonshire, and aftir- 
wanis to Sir'Iliomas Bomhier, Kut. .kctoutiog to Chatmey, .Sir 

Thomas 
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Tliomas Bouchler soW this estate to Hoht'rt L}iton, who 
Keejfier of the Wardrobe to. Ilenrv f]«5 Sev’Clrth, and one of hh 
Privy ’ Council. In his family it rontinuid till ttie death ot Sfr 
William Lytton, Knt. without issue, in tiie year 1/05, \vh«i Ju¬ 
dith, his eldest sister, and co-heiress, tlie wile of Sir Nicholas 
Strode, coiwejed it into hisfetuily, in which it continued till the 
death of Lytton Strode, 1^4sq. grandson of Sir Nicholas and Judith, 
who liaviii;: no issue, bequeathed it from tlie blood ot the Lylfoiis, 
to ^\illi.^nl Kobmson, Esq, his cou-shi-geiuian. the son of liis mo- 
tiler's biother, who t<M»k the Miniame of Lytton, and was succeed¬ 
ed by his son. He dying »« t7d'2, without sm vis mg issue, the 
estate descended to "he present possessoi, Rirlianl Warburlon 
Lytton, Esq. who is the son of llarbara, the tiaughter of the above- 
named William Robinson, Esq. 

The aiicieiit scat of the Lyttons is called Knebworth Peace : 
tlic iMuuor-house Is a spacious quadiaiignlar range of brick build¬ 
ing, surroiiodiiig a court, and having a square castellated pii<‘ in 
the centre of tlie {iriiicipal liout, of an eailicr iietiod than the 
otlici p.iits of the strurtme. At a little distance is tlie Church, a 
small fabric, dedicated to the \ irgin M.iry, and consisting only of 
a body and chancel, with » tower at the west end, and a Chapel, 
or burial-place, of tlie Lyttons, on the noith side of the chancel. 
On a slab in tlie chancel, b a very fine Brum in memory of SiMOX 
Bache, Canon of St. Paul’s, and Treasmer of the llonsehold to 
Henry the Fifth: he died on the niueteentli of May, 1414; liis 
figure is represented hi a very rich ioIh*, elegantly engraved. Be¬ 
tween the chaiK-el and the Cha}Kt of the Lyttous, is an altar-tomb 
for JoHK MoToIT, and his Lady, with a defaced inscrijilion 
round the yerge, from which it appears, that he was Treasurer of 
the Household to Henry flic Sixth: irons bis arms being reprcs 
senttid ill the cfaaiicci window, and also on tlie outside of the 
ttmer, Salmon snpjKises him to have built tfie present Church, 
'I'bc Chafiel contains Ifc'tral handsome mononients, and other mc- 
-ariats, in commemoration of vaiious indivnluals of the i-ylh>a 
iauiiiy. 

PAULAS 
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PAVV> W.mjES, or ABISOTS WM.DES, wa., ^mn l.y 
Kins K2<Vid, Wi son, lo llie Mgtia.slt;ry of St. .\U)>ni, to 

whii h it r«mtiiiue<l anaclird lill Jlie Dtesoltilioii; alter wliith Heunr 
tlu- KisKth snmted it lo tlie CUureh of St. Paul, I.xhw1ou-, and to 
this foiiiuiatitm it yet Itelons*. On this maiun^ is ai) ancient Mat»- 
siou, iictil iiuder that Churcii, miti witich was some Ihiie {M>ssessed 
by the family of fAlbert, from whom it passed, by an lieires.s, to 
the faiiiilN of fk)«( s, of Gibside, Otiriiani; and front tliein to the 
^frathmojt’x. In the marriaj'e of Mary Eliaiioy, daughter and 
boiress <d‘ tieofiie Iknves, Ilsq. to the Earl of Strathmore. This 
House was some time since occupied by tlie Earl of liuriord, now 
Duke-of St. .Mhaii's. 

S'l’.XflEMlOO, or STAGENHOE, in the parisli of Pauls fVal- 
deii, «as anciently parcel of the po.s9essions of the Verduns, of 
svhom John <le Verdun levictl a fine on this manor in the time of 
Edward tlic Third. From them it })a$sed to the Pilkm^ton^, of 
Pjlkiogton, in Laticashire, ulio held it till the time of Henry the 
Seventh, wh<‘U Sir Thomas Pilkiiiglon, Knt. espousing the cause 
of Ijimbcrf .Simiiel, was slain iu battle at Stoke, near Newark, in 
1487, when his great estate was seisteil by the Crown. Shortly 
afterwards the King granted it to George, Lotd Strange, son of 
the liarl of Derby, from whom it passed, by purchase, to the 
(rotlfnys, who sold it 10 Richard Hale, Esq. of King’s Walden, 
whose son, William, ga^e it to John, his scveiiUi son, who received 
the honor of knighthood in 1 b’fiO, and was Sheriff of this wiinty 
in Ibli.'i. Rose, liis daughter and hetress,i couveyed it by marriage 
to Sir John Austin, of Betd^Vhi Kelit, Bart. Their sou, Sir I!o- 
iMtrt An.stiti, sold it to Ridbert lleysbain. Esq, who dying without 
issue in 173f, herjueatbed it to his kinsman, Giles Tlioruton, of 
Si. llotoljih’s, Eondon, who assumed the iiuuie of Heyshani, and 
whose grandson, Robert Thornton Heydiam, Esq. is the present 
possessor. The House is a handsome building, standing iu a small 
Park: it was built by Sir Jdlm Hale, Kut. about the year l(>50. 

The inimor of KING’S WALDEN was held of Earl Harold iu 
the time of Ehlwiu-d the Confessor; but after the Conquest, it con¬ 
tinued in the Crown till it was gratiftd, by Henry the First, to 
2 Peter 
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Peter dc Valoines; from wbora it passed to the Nevilles. It ira» 
afteTTOrds possessed by varions ikmilies; and in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, was purchased by Eichatd Hale, Citizen and Grocer, ef 
London, whose descendant, George Williain Hale, Esq. grandson 
of Sir Bernard Hale, Knt. a Baron of the Exchequer in the time 
of George tiic Sectmd, is now possessor; and is married to a sister 
of the present Lord VbfouBt Giimston. The Manor-house stawls 
in a small Park, well wooded with good oak limher. 

At DINSIXV, or TEMPLE PINSLEY, a hamlet in the parish 
of Hitrfim, ir-is a Pbecbptoby of Kni^ts Templars, founded in 
the time of the Balk»!s, Lords of Hitchin, who granted various 
lands to that Order, Hiese possessions afterwards became the 
property of the Knights Ho^itidlers of St. John of JeruMlem, 
vrhoretakied tlieoi till the Dissolutkin; when Henry the Eighth 
granted the manors Temple Dinsley, and Temple Chelsui, witli 
all their appurtenances, to Sir Rai{di Sadlier, Knt. one of bis prin¬ 
cipal Secretaries of State, in contideration of the sum of 
Ss. Gd. On the death of Sir Ralph, in the twenty-umth of E!i»v 
betb, this ipanor devolved, by settlement, on his second son, Ed¬ 
ward Sadlier, Esq. in whose posterity it rontioued till the reign of 
Queen Anne, when H was sold by Sir £. Sadlier, Bart, to Baiedict 
Itlieli, Esq. His last surviving daughter, and, at length, sole 
heiress, bequeatiied it to her Steward, Thomas Harwood, who, in 
the year 17SG, left it to bis nephew, Josq>h Harton, wbose son 
was possessor in 18lt)0. Tlic man-sioo of the Sadliers, a haudson." 
building, was pulled down «few yean ago, hapm a !s?>/o ff'ur- 
runta roll of tiie sixth of Edward the Knst, qiillcd by Channey, it 
«p]iears that tlie Prior of Wytnondley held the sHe of the i'ustir 
at Dinetiie by the yearly rent of ten shiffings. 

OF^EY, Obeat Ofh-kv, or Offiry St. leger't, is recorded 
to hhve received its former aj^Hdlation from the Mercian King 
Offa, wlio had a Palace here, in whicl| he died. The manor con¬ 
tinued in Ute CrowTi till the time of Earl Harold, on whose defeat 
and death at Hastings, it fell to the Conqueror, who rctaiuod it till 
after the lime of tiie Pomesdiiy Survey. It was afterwartls granted 
to the feniily of St, Legcr, oriLciger, who po.sscssed it dining ae- 

VCt.ll 
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vcral descent!., and from whom it at lengtii {»ssed, hy an Leir ge¬ 
neral, into the f.uuily of Hoo, in the reign of Edward the Tl»ird. 
Tbontas de Hoo was a Knight of the Garter, and was also 
created Raroii Hoo, offfoo in die county of Bedford; ant) Baron 
Ilastiiigs, of Hastings, in tlie county of Susset, in flie twenty- 
sixth year of Henry the Sixth. He left four daughters, his eo- 
lifiicsses; Anne, Uie ehlest of whom, married Sir Geoffrey Bo¬ 
les iie, Knt. a wealthy eitizen of London, and by that match con¬ 
vened this iiuuior into die Bolcyue ftimfly. Sir “niomas Boleyne, 
Knight of the Jhith, grandson to Sir Geoffrey and Anne, was 
created Viscount llochford, in the seventeenth of Heniydie Eighth ; 
lie was affeniards chosen a Knight of the Garter; aadin the fwen- 
t \-first of the siiine King, was created Ear) of Wilt^ and Ormond. 
He die<) in the timtieth of Henry the £%i>tli; In* Only son, George, 
Viscount Piotliffud, was beheaded about two year* before his 
own death; as was also Ann, one of bis daughters, tlie iibfated 
partner of Hciny's b«) and throne. 

Ijjug befoie tlie death of the Earl, tins manor had been sold 
to llieliard rarnier, Esq. from whose family it was purchased, in 
I he reign of Plnlip and Mary, by Sir John Spencer, of Aldiorpe, 
ill Tsaitbainptoushiie; whose eldest son, Sir John, was progenitor 
of the Dukes of Mariboroiigli, die Earls S|K»iccr, and otlier noble 
families. Sir John, the purchaecr of the tuamtr, gave it to l^r Rkit- 
.ird S}Knicei, his fourtli son, whose sou. Sir John, was created a 
iUioiii't ill the fust of Charles the Fiist; butim dymg without is¬ 
sue male in the title expired with him; and this estate pass* 

ed l>> M'ttlement, to his hrotfier, Sir Brocket Spettcer, who was 
cieated a Baronet in l6'4‘i. This title, after lidug «q|oyed by his 
son Sir Richard, and bis grandson. Sir John, teiminated witli his. 
Sir Biocket's, second son, also nam^ John, in tlie yea# If 12, 
Eli/abeth, eldest Mster, and co-ia-iress of die last Sir John Spencer, 
niarried Sir Humphrey Gore, of Gdston, in thb couni^, by whom 
she had a daughter, Eliaabetb, who married Sir Hetiiy Pennee, 
Knt. LL.D. By him she had two children; ason, mtmedSpen* 
«er, who died widiout iasue; and adao^ter, caUed Anna Maria, 
wlio married Sir John Saiusbury, LL.Ti. Judge of the High 
Court of Admiralty. This lady had no cbitdien; and she Itaving 

Tot. Vlt Mabch. 1806'. L ia 
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ill default of issue. ^Iven tlie estate to the absolute disposal of Iict 
husband, he eoulinued to enjoy it from the f>eriod of her death, 
in ir59, till tlie year 1773, when be bequeathed it to Sarah, his 
second wife, for her lite, with remainder to il<»bcrt .Sahisbury, 
Esq. of Llamveriie, iu IMonmoutlishire, who was afterwards created 
a Baronet, and on the tleatli of Lady Salusbuiy, in .tune, IsP), 
became possessed of this estate.* 

llie situation of Offley is veiy high and roinmandiug. The ma¬ 
nor-house, called OFFLEY PL.\CR, is a large and intercsliii" 
buildiu" of the time of Eliziibcth, it ha\ing been built by Sir 
Richard Spencer, about the year KiOO, as ap|>ears from an iusenjt- 
tion in the Church. The latter fabric i> dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, and consists of a nave, chancel, anil side aislc.s; with 
a tower at the west end; the chaneel was rehuilt by Sir Tlioinas 
Salnsbnry. Many of the Spencers have been interred here; and 
at the entrance of the chancel, on tablets of black nuuble, is the 
following inscription relating to them. 

" In memory of that branch of the Spencf.r family setded at Ofiiev. 
Sir John Spencer, from whom trie present F.arl of Sunderl,nil 
is descended, settled his eldest son at .Mihorpi'm Northamp¬ 
tonshire; his second son, Sir Thomas Spent cr, at Cl.irendon, 
in Warwicksbiie; his third son. Sir William Spent er, at \'arn- 
ton, in Oxfordshire; and Anno Dom- purchased tlic 

Manors of Offley St. Leger’s and C’oekern Hoo, which he 
settled upon his fourth son, Sir Richard Spencer, in IjTT, 
who married Ilellen, the tourfh daughter and co-heir of Sii 
John Brixrket, of Brocket Hall, by Hellen, Jus fiist wife, daugh¬ 
ter and co-heir of Sir Robert Litton,M0t»ebworth. He built 
Offley Place about the >eir li>t*#j'and ^«d in November, 
lo'2 t; and was succeeded 1>) hi-son, Sk-Jtthn Spencer, who 
married Mary, d-uighter of ^ Hcory Anderson, of i’end- 
Icy.” &c. 

Against 

r By this disposal of the lak^erty, the heirs of Sir Henry Penrire 
(wlip was a purchaser from other eo-hcircsses of the Spencers) were 
deprived.of their inheritancaj^ so that Mrs, I'brale (see Boswell’s J.ife 
of Johnson) had no real oc^sion to fcd liurt that her unde, Sir Hhoina* 
.Saiusbury, gave the estate to a more distant relation. 
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Asraiiiil I'lf noilli wall of the cliaiu'cl is a co-,tlv monument of 
various eoloicil marhles, in inojiiorv of SiR IIiiNRY PeXuick, 
l.k.l). and Ei.izMiETit, his I/ailv; the former died in August, 
at the age of se^■tllf,^-llve. On a pedestal is a sarcopha¬ 
gus of l)taclv marble, a!)ove uliich is a figure of Truth, of slatuai-y 
marble, sitting on a roek, with a torch in her right hand, .itid a 
faurel ureath in her left; and rouiiil her diftereiil svmbols, in al¬ 
lusion to tlie functions of Sir Henry, who, besides heiug Judge of 
the Admiralty Court, was Chaneellor of the Ifioceseof Cilotesler: 
on a medallion above, are busts of the deceased, with their arms. 

On the south side of the ehnnccl is a very fine monument, hy 
Nollekins, in memory of SiK Thomas Sali\sbi:RY, LL. D. 
who died in October, 177 j, at the age of sixfv-six. IJis figure 
b rejireM'uted standing on an iuscrihed pcilestal of w hite marble, 
and receiving a chaplet of laurel from the hands of his surviving 
l.ady. The benignity of his counb-’intnce, and the modest ditib 
tleme of hers, are extremely well espressed; and the ligures are 
graeelully arrayi.d, ami well tinished. IJehiod them is a sarcopna- 
gio lit Idaek marble, wiiJi the triuik of a blasted oak rising almve, 
oil tlie extended arms of which is thrown a mantle that tails down 
to the emis of llie sarcophagtis. 

In the north aisle is an elaborate monument of white marble, 
in rommenioration of Sta John Seknckh, Bart, who died rv 
b.ielu lor at I'niilnidge, in August, 'I’he deceased is repre¬ 

sented hy a reeumbeiU figure of a xouth in a Roman dress, resting 
Ilfs liglit elbow on a eiisliioii, and ins left hand on lus breast; he 
is looking up to an aged matron (his mother) who j$ kneeling at 
his feet, and pointing to two angels in tlie clouds, one of whom 
has a palm branch, and the other a celestial crown. At the top 
are the arms of !S[H.‘iicer; and at the bottom, a long inscription. 
Several other lu'at iiiouuuicuts, of difiereat families, are conUuiicd 
in this edilice. 

PoOERicu, PiriTERIDOE, or PUTrERIIKiE BLTRY, in 
tire towiisliip of Ottley, was previously to the Norman Conquest, 
held by a Saxon named .Alcstane de Boscombe. The Conqueror 
graulcd it, with many other manors, to William, Earl of Ewe, 

L ‘2 wlrose 
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whoiie posterity retail^ it till the reign of Henry the rhini, »/)«< 
it was forfeited to the Crown by an heiress. In the time ot Henry 
the Sixth, it belonged to the Darrels; and in the thirtieth of that 
King, it was certified that Elizabeth Darrel held Poderick-hiry by 
the yearly rent of a pound of pepper, and a pound of cummin. 
In the reign of Henry the E%hlJi, it was purclias<-d from the Dar¬ 
rels by John Doewra, who was nephew toSirTliomas Dorwra. 
Lord Prior of St, John of Jerusalem; and it cojilinucd in his fa¬ 
mily till Martha, daughter aud heiress of Thomas Doewra, con¬ 
veyed it in marriage to Sir Peter Warburton, Bart, whose son. 
Sir George, sold if, in the year 1729, to Lord Charles Cavendisli. 
This nobleman again di^sed of it, in 1738, to Sir Benjamin Baw¬ 
ling, whose coiieirs sold it, in 1788, to John Smverhy, Esq. the 
present possessor, who resales at Ltl.l,EY, an adjacent parish, on 
an estate tliat was also purchased from the descendants of the Doe¬ 
wra family; several of whom lie buried in tlie Church at Lilley. 

RAVENSBURY CASTLE, or Katensborough, in the parish of 
Hexton, is an ancient Camp, s^proaebing to tlie figure, of an elli|>- 
sis, and occupying tlie summit of a very high ami steep liil! oii the 
innnediate confines of this county aud Bedfordsliire: it is surround¬ 
ed with a single trench and ramjmrt, and includes about sixteen 
acres. Dr. Stnkely iniagincs tliat the present name of thi.s Camp 
is a contraction from Romans -borough ; but a more obvious deri¬ 
vation arises in su{^osing it to have been a Danish fortre.ss, whence 
the terra Ruvem-hory, from the celebrated Danish Standard, be¬ 
comes peculiarly apposite. A contiguous jMcce of ground is still 
called Dan«-farloiig; and the Danes are known to have sustained 
a considerable defeat in tlie feign ol' Edward the Elder, in finibut 
Luitonia, et pravincia JTerifordams. The remarkable Long 
Barroivs, which are between this place and Lea-grave, in Ikdfonl- 
shire, have, with some probability, been s»q>po.se(l to have lieeii 
raised over the bodies of the chieftains slain in that battle. The 
Jc^nicld Way passes Ravensbury at a little distance to the soutii. 

HEXTON, called JJegastancstotie in the Domesday Book, was 
givep to the Abbey (ft* St. Alban, about the year 1030, by a no¬ 
ble Dane, qamed Sexi, and it continued attadied to that founda¬ 
tion 
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tion till the period of the Dissolution; when Henry the Eighth 
granted it to Sir Richard Lee. Anne, one of his daughters and 
co-lieiresses, conveyed it in marriage to Edward Sadlier, Esq. who 
alienated it to his brother Henry, who, in 1593, sold it to Peter 
Taverner, Esq. whose family was seated at Nortli-Elinhain, in 
Norfolk, as early as the commencement of the reign of Edward 
the First. His great grandson sold it to John Cross, Esq. But 
it now Itcloiigs to William Young, Esq. who has a seat here, which 
was formerly .Vdiniral Pasley's. ITte hills in this neighbourhood 
are vei > considerdhie, and give issue to many springs- The Church 
at llexton is dcdiralt d to St. Faith, » statue of wtiom was ancient¬ 
ly standing over a fountain near the Church-yard, railed St. Faith’s 
\tell. On the north of the chancel is a Chapel dedicated to St. 
Nicholas, and appropriated to the interment of the Lords of the 
Manor. 

At PIRTON, called Peritonc in the Domesday Book, the 
mound on which stood the Keep oftlie Caallc of the Linicsics yet 
remains, surrounded h\ a ditch. Ralph de limesy, an eminent 
N'oriiian soldier, to whom this township, with many other posses¬ 
sions, was given after the Conquest, founded a Church here: he 
was founder, also, of tlie Priory of Hertford, to which Priory a 
manor in Pirton, of liis donation, belonged; but his principal ma¬ 
nor continued in his |)osterity in the names of Limesy, Odingseis, 
and Clinton, for many generations. A younger branch of the 
Odingseis had likewise a manor in this township. Winch at length 
became the property of Roger Lepton, Provost of Eton, who 
pave it to tliat College in the reigii Of Heiny (lie Eightli; but it 
lias been recently sold tor llie ptirpose of redeemtt^ the land tax 
on other estates belonging to that foimdatioo. 

ICKLEFORD is a small village, supposed to derive itsnainefrom 
its situation on the Idmield Way, near a ford of the river Ivel. In 
the Church was Interred, under a stone of white marble, Henry 
Bosw'ELI., King of the Gypsies, who died in 1780, aged ninety 
years: his wife, and grand'daughter, were also burieiMere. Tra¬ 
dition represents kkleford as Imving been anciently r. market town. 

L3 ' IIITCHIN 
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J.s <1 Iflr'.’T I'lnd aiinViit (oivh, -ifuaiti! m •• U'ttik' Jiiff 

siurnniulfil by eonsiilrnihh viiuncih(‘\ ll iijtlifiii'to Aa»<‘/lat/ 
iis oriijiii in the Saxon tinios, and vras };iven by Ldwani iJn’ ( <>**• 
fcs>;or (o J'arJ Harold, by tJie iipix Matioii iidoAr. In iln-Ooiiii's- 
tlay Rook, it is culled llh, a iiunie that, accorcliiig to (IhiUHicv it 
received lioiii flic little river Hi/, which flows tlirous;h if. .At the 
}>crio(l of jiiaking that Survey, it belonged to the King, and oax 
rated at li\e hide.'.; two of which ate described as lying in Mmi.t.s- 
Urio linjns I’ilic. Willium Kufus granted the rnunor to Ik-r- 
iiard de Raliol, nlioiu he had jvevionsly made Baron of Riuell, 
in Xorthurnberland, and in vvhosc descendants it continued till the 
dcjwsiug of John de Baliol, King of .Scotland, and the sci/urc ol' 
his possessions by Eduard the First, lidward the Second granted 
it to Uohert dc Kcndalc, Chirk, and the heirs male of lii> body 
but it reverted to the Crown on the death of Thom.is ih: Keiniaie, 
in the next reign, without issue. Bichard the Second i;ranted it, 
by tbe name ot'Mychat, to bis lirotlier Edmnnd di- I-n.aley, Ironi 
whom it descended to Eriwaid, Dnkeof York, titleruards Eduaid 
the Fourth, since which it Ila.s continued in tbe Crown, and has 
occasionally been tlip jointure of the Queens of' E.iiglajid. The 
Jtogflam lapuly held this manor a.s lessees; and from them it pass- 
ed^lo a Mr, Rhuddc, oi' Uttoxefer, who is or iva.s lately the Icssei'. 
The well-known antiquary, the late Maurice .lolmson. Esq, of 
Jspakliiig, in Liucolnsliiie, was for many years .Slcmard of the ma¬ 
nor courts; the jurisdiction of which extends into several neigli- 
bouring pari.slie.s.* 

Ilitchiu 

■* U'hat is called the Rectory Manor in llitchin# anciently belonged 
to the nunc of llelensttuv, or Einestow, near Uedferd, to whom it was 
gtvCii by Henry the First-, though Dtigdale has mistakenly recorded it, 
as of the donStion of Henry the .Sec\id. After the Dissolution, it was 
granted, Ity Henry tlte Eighth, to Vrinity College, Cambridge, and 
is still the property of that foundation, j Jt was lately held by the Duke 
of Bedford, under a lease from the College, 
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nfimx'uWy a>;»' 'A Um> s\it Siwl), oy W»;jr/} 

It is buUt in tin*. I'ouitwi st>k, aiRl w i\w\knU-\\\nS\. .WVw, 
The vr.iMJir of St. Marv, kneii to it by Chauncy, a-s llw modem 
appellation. Intlongi J mote pro{>erij' to a Guild, or Fraternity, in 
liie Church, as appears from the inscription on the nionuineut of 
riiomas Abbot in tlie south cliaticel. The interior is s|)acious, and 
consists of a nave, chancels, and side aisles: its leugtii is upwards 
of i .‘,0 il-et; ami its breadth, skty-seveu. At tlic west end is a 
massive touer, (which ftas originally op^jed into the. Chutch by a 
pointed aicli,; twenly-uitc feet in diameter, terminated, like many 
olJier chiirclies in this county, by a small octagonal spire. The 
whole tiibric is euilnttllcd; and the priuci]Kil chancel is additionally 
oniaiuciited by piimacles. The north and south porches are well 
wrought; th<‘ laltct has a groiucHl rool', witii canopied niches, and 
otlii r cniaiuctits in front, 

'I'lic .Spiilchral momtmenfs in this Clinreh are very numeious. 
■All inscription tor Hir Hube rt dc Kendalc, Kill, and three elhgies 
greatly iiuitilatctl, which are now placed under w indows of the north 
aisle, are of more ancient date than the present fabric. The first 
or most westward of these efiigies n-preseiits a Kttight, crosss-lcg- 
ged, in chain armour; the chain-work fitted close to liis Itcad, 
with an oval ofaniing tiir tlic face: his head rests on a square 
< ushion; and at his h ft side is a large plain shield; his right itund 
is on his breast. It is probable that this figure is a rcivresentation 
of one of the buUuls, w ho were Lords of this manor, as above 
staled, from the time of Willi;im Ilufus to tJiat of Edward tlie 
I'irsf. The two reinaiiiiiig efligies, though now se|>aratcd, appear to 
have lieen originally conjoined, and on one tomb; as the sides, 
which seem to have been outward, arc more |jarficularly finished 
than tire, others. These ivpresent SjH Euvvaiid iiE Kk.vdale, 
Knf. I-ord of llitchiii, who died iii tlic forty-seventh of Edward 
the Third, and liis I.iuty, whose decease occurred two years after¬ 
wards. The former is iii armour, with his iicad resting on a helmet, 
having a cap of ricii ibliage for a_ cn*' t, and his feet on a lion: 





W Iwna# an* tloaed as m fmtf: »n ^»'>'''« omcf, 

are the arms of Keadule, a bttnl mtmouolmi ^ ^ of time 

poiiifti ill cliieij fiilea. Ilia Luih ia in the lubit of the time, with 
her howi thrown back, ami her head re.s(itig on a cushion : the 
hands arc broken oftj but appear to have been closed as the 
fonnet.* 

Some very fine Brasses, both of the fifteenth and the following 
century, occur in different parts of tlie Church. The monument 
of Thoai AS Abbot, already mentioned, had the following inscrip¬ 
tion, now almost obliteratoi; 

r^tit jacent 2r|)0«8» abbot, be J^ittbin. SPiKeiae. etHehanca, 
iifot ejujo qui quibeat ^obanna obitt uU>mo bie3tanustu anno. 

Dent. 0@iUio CC€S&.£S{3! Qui tnuba tontulit buic Cttlreiac 
et iTmetnitati ^afibitatia IBratac ^atiac Qiieinia (juebcni 
(Qcclreiae. 

Among the other monuments, arc several for the Radcliifs of 
Ilitchin Priory; and some inscriptions record the families of liie Hkyn- 
siers and Bydes, who became allied by the marriage ot" llic li< ire.s 
of the foraier, with Sir Thomas Byde, Knt. ofWaic. Tiic Foiu 
has been ornamented with figures of the twelve Apostles, imdcr 
nkhes; but these are now ahnost defaced. 

At a short distance south-east from the Church was the Prioky 
OF BiCGtN, founded for Nuns of the Gilhertine Or<ler; hut at 
what period is uncertain: at the time of the Uissolution, its an¬ 
nual revenues were, according to Dugdaie, estimated at 131. lb’s, 
but, according to3^ed, at 151. Is. lid. Henry the Eighth 
granted the Priory, with the estate appendant, to John Cokke, 
and bis heirs; in process of time, it became the projicrly of Mr. 

John 

* These figures are described from infoi'mation communicated by an 
invaluable literary friend, who has made considerable manuscript collcc- 
tions towards a History of this County, and about five years ago, took 
the pains to clear the above effigies from all the whitewash that had been 
periodically pi^ered <iver them at the times of white-w ashing the inte¬ 
rior of the Cimreh. Since that period, the arms have been again ob- 
si'urcd; and the fine pans of the sculpture filled up as before. 
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H I tems I’RioilV was foumkti fuT NNW.v CaTOieVai-s, in \'i,e 
time of Edward the Second, and dedicated to Our Saviour, aud 
the Virgin Marv. Its annual revenues vstre valued at only 4 l. 
5)s. 4d. when it vnrs surrendered to Henry the Eighth by John 
Ilutler, the Prior, and four of his brethren. Alexander, a fifth 
brother, had begun to .sign his name to the deed of stirrender, but 
relenting before lie had finislied, struck it through with his pen. 
I'iie Priory was nflerwarrls granted by tJie King to Edivurd Wat¬ 
son, and Henry Herdsmi, who soon conveyed it to Ralph Rad- 
ciilie, Esij. in whose descendants it continued till tlie death of 
John Hadcliife, Esq. who represented the Borough of St. Alban 
in lliree Parliaiiicnt.s. He died in December, 1783, having mar- 
ri«l Fraiu es, daughter of Henry Howard, Earl of Carlisle, who 
still survives, but had no issue. It then devolved to Penelope, his 
t Idcit sister, who was twice married; but she also dying without is- 
.sue, it beeairic the properly of lier niece, niarrierl to Emilius Henry 
Delme, Esq. who has assumed the name of Radclifle, and is now 
possessor. The present Mrs. Delme Radclilfe was sister to the 
late unfortunate C. 3. Clarke, Esq. who died at Pars in December, 
] h(>l, iu conse<|ueiicc of the iiyuries he had received by the fall of 
a temporaiy scaffbkl, on which he was seated to view some firc- 
woiks while attending the celebration of the rejoicings made aftir 
signing the preliminary treaty of the Peace of Amiens. Very few 
traces of the Priory remain: tire iimnedmte site is occupied by a 
Mansion, which is now fitting up as a residence for the family. 

'J'he i'harimhtc Donations in tliis parish are numerous; some of 
the juiiieijml were bestowed iu the year Kib’S, by John Skynner, 
tfent, who gave 3001. to build Alms-houses; 3001. to purchase 
lands to emlow the same; tOOl. to apprentice poor children; lOOl. 
towards the further endowment of tlie Free School in Hitcfain: 
and the produce of his orchard, next die Church-yard, to keep 
the Alius-liousr s in repair. The respective estates are now vested 
iu trustees, and produced lately, abou« 2ll. for the alms-people; 
1 31. 
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5!. for repairs; and 5l. for !lie School, annually. In Kalph 

Skvniicr, ficiit. (prohahly son of tlio above,) l)('(|ucalh<'d COOl. to 
buv lauds (o au"UH".it the rc\cuuc of the vicaratre; ,S0()1. fur build- 
in" and cudouiii^ ei"lit .\hn.s-!ioiises; and (iol. for aj)|ireiiticin" ten 
|>oor chiidveu. 

The niaikcl at Ilitehin ha.s exi.sleJ from an early peiiod; and 
ver\' large quantifies ol'rorn and grain are annually >old in it; jno- 
babiy in some degree i'roin beiii" free of toll, liy ineseriptive right. 
Formerly, the wool trade was very flourishing here; this town 
buving bcfome. the residence of many men liants, on the removal 
of tlie sfaftle from (.laiais by Edward the 7'iiird. The tow n is lo¬ 
cally divided into three ward.s, and is governed by two Constables, 
two Headboroughs for each ward, two Leatlier-selieis, two Ale- 
tasters, a Bellman, &c.* these oliicers are elected in the Alaiior 
courts. The totvn consists of several street.s and Lnie.s; and, ae- 
cording to the returns under tiic Population Aef, contains (i; i 
houses, mostly irregular hnildings; and 3101 inh.ihitants; of wiiuni 
1508 were males, and l0.i3, females 

GItE.Vr WIMOXDLLV, called Jl'imitndsUii in the Donic'day 
Book, is recorded in that rcconl to have been forriblv taken ti'im 
flic Nuns of Chatteris, by Earl Harold; but at tin; lime ul tiie 
Survey, it w1i.s in pos.session of llie Conqueror, who is stated to 
bave given it to a noble Norman, named I'itz-tcck, to liolil by the 
service of grand sergeantiy. Ellen, daughter and heiress ot'tiny 
Fitz-tecon, married John d<' yVrgenlon, or Argentine, whose lamily 
held this manor during several generations, by the servife of otlir- 
ing to the King Uie first cup of drink which lie lasted at liis iliniK r 
on tlie'dayvif his roroiiation; tJie <np coiitainiug the drink he- 
coming tlie proiicrtj of the Lord of Wimomlley l»y tin; said .-er- 
sicc. Sir John dc Argentine, the last of tliis taniily, left three 
daughters his co-heiresses; Joan, mariied to BarllHilomew Naiitoii; 
Alice, married to Baldwin St, George; and Maud, iiiarritd to Iv<» 
Fitz-warrine; but having likewise an illegitimate son, .Sir William 
Argentine, Knt. lie gave to him this estate; and he, in re.^pect to. 

the 

* Cbauncy’s Ilertv, p. 300. 
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tlic tonurc, claimed the office of Cafv^jcarcr at the coronation of 
Ileiirv llie Fourtli, and had tlic same allowed, notwithslaiiding a 
coluiter-claun made l>y Ivo ritz-vvarrtJie hi right of his wile. 

5>ir John Argentine, Knt. grandson and heir to William die Bas¬ 
tard, left two sisters ro-liciresses; Elizaheth, the eldest, married 
Sir William Alliiigton in tlie time of lleniy the Sixth, who, in her 
herame possessed of this manor. Eioiu tliis marriage de- 
s( ended William Allinglon, rreated Baron Allington of Killard, in 
Iicluiid, in the s<!ver>teenfh of (Charles the First: William, his sou 
.Mid lieir, was erealcd Baron Allington of Winiondley, in the thirty- 
lil'th of Charles the Second, and was succeeded by Giles, third 
Ford Allington, who dsing a minor in lOyt, this maoOr was sold, 
under a do rce of the Court of Chancery, for rabhig portions for 
the daughters of William, second Ford Allington, and other pur¬ 
poses. The purcliaser svas Elizabeth, daughter <Sf Sir John Cul¬ 
pepper, some time Chancellor of the Exeliequer, and Master of 
the iiolls, and widow of James Hamilton, Esq. eldest son and lieir- 
ap|iarent of Sir George Hamilton, Bart, of Nova-Scotia, fourth 
son of James Hamilton, first Earl of Abercom in Scotland. The 
said James wa.s Groom of the Bed Chamber to Charles the Se- 
toiul, and a Colonel in the army, and was with his regiment on 
board the navy with the Duke, of York, in one of the sea expedi¬ 
tions against the Dutch, when his leg was taken off by a cannon- 
liall, of which wound he died on the .sixth of June, iC/S; his 
body was aftenvard.s brought to Inland, and buried in Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey, where a monument was erected to his memory. They 
had issue. James Hamilton, who became sixth Ivarl of Abercorn, 
i^c. bill lie did not sneeeed to this cslale, which, as it had been 
purchased by his mother, was again sold by her, to Hildebrand, 
Ford Allington, of Killard, the uncle of Giles, LonI .Allington, 
and younger brother of William, the second Lord. He dying 
wit hour issue, Winiondley descended to the daughters of the above 
William: Diana, the youngest, married Sir George Warburton, of 
Arrlev. in Cheshire, Bart, ami by him had a daughter, also named 
Di.uia, who conveyed this manor, in marriage, to Sir Richard 
Giosveiior, of F^ton, in Cheshire, Bart.' From the Grosvenors it 

wai 
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was purchased by Lieut. Col. Mordaunt Crachercule, who sailed 
round llie world wilh Lord Anson, and pcrtonned the office of 
Cup-bearer at the coronation of his present Majesty. His only 
son and successor, the Rev. Clayton Blordaunt Cracherode, was a 
celebrated collector of literature, and on his death, in be¬ 

queathed a very valuable collection to the British Museum. Vi- 
mondlcy then became the properly of his only sister and heiress, 
Mrs. .4nn Cracherode, a maideo larly, who died in 1 80. \ in her 
eighty-fifth year. The site of the ancient CaMfc may be traced from 
the unevenness of the ground at a little distance from the Churcit. 

At LITl’LE WIMONDLEY was a Priory for Austin Canons, 
founded by Richard de Argentine in the time of Henry the Third, 
and dedicated to St. Lawrence."^ Chauucy tells us, that this was 
a Ceil of Canons Regular of the Order of St. Benedick, which 
Henry the First confirmed to the Abbey of St. .4111311; but he is 
certainly luislaken, as the grant of Henry the First relates to Wi- 
niondhain, in Norfolk. The Priory of Wimomlky appears to 
have possessed property at Temple Duisley and Tewing in this 
couiily; at Sheflbrd, in Bedfordshire; and at Beestoii, in Notting- 
liamshire; and its entire revenues at the time of the Dissolulioti. 
were, according to Hugilale, estimated at tlie yearly value of ..\')1. 
jps. 8’d. but acconlhig to .Speed, at 371. 10s. Old. Henry the 
Eighth leased the site iuhI demesnes of the Priory' to James Need¬ 
ham, Gent. Clerk and Surveyor of the Kings Works, of the an¬ 
cient family of the Necdiiams of Derbyshire; and tiie fee of the 
property was afterwanls conveyed, by tlie Crmvn, to John Need¬ 
ham, bis son arid heir, in whose descetidauts %is estate continued 
till the death of George Needham, ^sq. in 1726'. His daughters 
and co-beires$e.H sold it to Sanift^ Vanderpiank, £s<]. and it was 
lately the property of Christopli^Clithcrow, Esq. in right of hi» 
lady, grand-daughter to Mr.^fljhderplank; btit was advertised 
for sale in November last. manor is co-extensive with the. 
Priory demesnes, and roin^pyi^ds about 300 acres. The site 
of the Priory is in a very ts^lili^^Hiiation between tlie villages of 
"Great and little Wim^ij^^ygtWt.MONDLi-Y Bory, in Little Wi- 

uiomlhy, 

• Tanncr,j#Wn M, S. Co.-p. Christ. Cell, (f-icn, p, ij!. 
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nirtiullcy, has (tcscendcd in the same maimer as Great Wimond- 
Ity, from the |»eTio<l of tlie Conquest. Here is standii)'' a Cltesnut 
Xnr of very considerable antiquity and Biagiiiliidc. 

WIMONDLEY HOUSE, fonncrly the resUknee of a private 
eciitleman, Ls ikiw tlic principal academy for the education of 
Presbyterian ministers; and has been enlarged, for tlie accommo¬ 
dation of two tutors and twenty-four students. This institution 
origimited at Northampton in 17-9, *i*‘d owes its endowment, 
which consists of Tunded property to a considerable amount, to 
William Coward, Esq. an opulent West India Merchant, who Uved 
at Walthamstow.* The »eicbrated Dr. Philip Doddridge was 
the first tutor, and continued to ofiniatc as such during twenty- 
two year*'; in which time ^OO pcrsims, clucdy ministers, had stu- 
ilied under his directum. In tiic academy was removed to 

Daventiy, umler the care of Dr. (ialcb AsUworlii; and thence 
back to Northanipton; and tiually to this place in 1799; when 
the Rev. Messrs. Parry ami Ward were appointed its resident tu 
tors, by the trustee.s acting uiider the directions of Mr. Cowards 
Will. The library contains a valuable assemblage of upwards of 
10,000 voluiHcs of the best autlions iu divinity, criticism, das.5ic.s, 
mathematics, topographical antiquities, &c. together with a cabinet 
of medals, a coiiectiuu of uututal history, and other curiosities. 


B.\l.DOCK. 


The manor and parish of Baldock arc co-exlensive, and contain 
about t‘J0 acres of land, the far greatest part of wliich is occupied 
by the .streets, houses, and malt-houses, of the town. The manor 
was originally parcel of the great iiwnor and parish of Weston, hut 
was detached, and given to tlic Knights Templars, by Giilrert, 
Earl of Clare and Pembroke, together with the Chureh of Weston, 

about 

•f. 

• 'fhis gentletnan founded a similar seminary at Hoxton, near Eon- 
don, which was dissolved about the middle of the ia|t century. Drs, 
Savage, Kippis, Rees, and Jennings, were its tutor*. The library and 
endowment ha* reverted to the cuablishment at Wimondky. 
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about the fourth or fifth year of Kini; Stcplicn. The Tcuiplare, 
who probably regarded it as convenient for Inns, from ils siluatioii 
at the inlcrscrtion of the great nortii road from London to Vorii, 
with the Icknield Way, built a toun here before tlic time of l loiry 
the Tliird. as appears from tlie confirmation riiarler made of this 
estate to the Knights 'remplars by Wiliiain Ic Maresehal, Earl ot 
Pembroke, great grandson of Gilbert Sirongbow. By the same 
charter he confirmed to them divers privileges, among which uas 
the power of trial by battle, and by orde-d.* King Jolin and 
Henry the Tliird granted them additional liberties, among which 
were those of iiolding a five days annual fair, and a weekly mar¬ 
ket. The grant of the fair (made with that of the market, b> 
Henry the Third, in his first year) has the words "frafrlhua Lrpro- 
sh apud Baldoc;’’ from which it seems that the Templars had 
sonte place of retirement here, on account of the salubrity of the 
air, for such (d’ their brethren as were afflicted with the Icprosx ; 
a disease which in those daxs was very coininon in England, pro¬ 
bably, in consequence of the frequent communication with liie 
countries in tiie neighbourhood of Jcrufialem, conjoined with the 
uuskilfulness of our professors in surgery and inetlicinc. 

On the dissolution of the Knights Templars, and the subsequent 
union, of their order with the Knights Hospitallers ot St. John of 
Jcnistdcni, this manor became vested in the latter; an<l in the .se¬ 
venth of Henry the Seventh, that Sovereign, by lartteis I’.itenl. 
granted to John Kendal, Lord Prior of St. John ot .Icnisidem, 
gave him, his fraternity, and successors, iibcij^f lo hold a wrekiv 
market, and two fairs annmiily, in this town, .After tlie Dissolu¬ 
tion, Henry the Eighth granted this manor to Thomas Itivctl.f 
of London, Mercer, who was owner in the eighth of Eli/uheUi; 
aird, on surrendering a former patent, obtained a new grant of a 

Saturday 

* For the various formula observed in these ditrerem modes of trial, 
»ce Cliauney’s Herts, p. 377—38i; and Dugdaie s Warw ickshire, and 
Origincs Juridiciales. 

t Tlie arms of the Rivetts, were three Trtvetts m chief, sa'.ie, in 

allusion to the n.amc of T. Hiittt. ’ ' 
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.‘>.ituv(.l;iy iiuiiket, and tiiree fairs anmially. He (lyin>; in tlietweii'. 
ty-(iflh of tile .■>anic (ineen, left Uiree (laii^Jilers, his ro-lu*ircsses, 
'i'jie iir.iiior afterwards passed to the llurn'.s by purchase, but was 
s<d(i from this family to llio Clevirs, about tiie bedmiiii" of the 
last century, l»y .lolin, son of Williant Hurst, Esq. ami Eli/abctli, 
hi' wife, M)(ui;;i’st daughter of Sir Henry Cliauncy, the historian 
of this count V. 

J'he ( hiin ’i is a spacious and haudsoine huildiiig, said by 
(.'haimry to have been crcrttul by the Kuigiits Templars iu the 
rcii;u of' King Stephen; but this asserlkm is cvideiitly erroucous, 
the style of tlie architecture proving it not to lie so old hy a’ least 
two ciutiiiies; though it is probalili from the stouc colBiis in the 
walls, ami other .sepulchral nicniorials, that it was built ou the site 
oi' a fotiucr ihurch. On a slab in tiie pavement of thenase, is 
eii"iaven a large cross, oriianie.nted at the points with leases, and 
hasing the remains ot'an iiuperfecl inscription round the verge, in 
Savon char.icisi', lieginning with the words Ri'irn.'ttiti: Sf: 3r0ri;' 
tfene. Wi'csir lia.s giscu the inscrijtlion at length, with a ti'.iusiu" 
tion, as folhiws: 

acianauin nt arsenfftnei ciat 
iKuc cfct ©happen fate fi« 
jru't chebalirt eaintt Sg.titie 
Chccicmi p; rtun pour falnte ptif. 

dc Aj Tcntvne iierc is laid 
I r.at li tlo Chapcll to In' maiio 
He w.is Kingl't el St- Mary the \ 

■friorefore pray pardon for liis sin. 

In the noilh wall, umler an arch, is an ancient ston^ coffin; and 
»n the south wall, in similar recesses, arc two others: iu those, uc- 
■cordiiig to a tradition of the inhahifants, lecortled by Chauncy, 
three Knights Templars were buried; ami the two on the souths 
side being opened in KiOl, there was found in eacit, says the samO 
writer, “ the fair skeleton of a nmn." 

Baidock is a great thoroughfare; and, besides the trade occasioned 
by this circumstance, iiiaiiy of its inhabitants have enriched flieni- 
'2 selves 
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sclves the malting business, and by dealing in com. The prin¬ 
cipal street is wide, and many of the buildings are rc>j)ce!able. 
Tire population of the town, as returned in 1801, amouuted^to 
11283; the number of houses, to ^31. 

On WlLBUllY IJILL, nearly three miles west from Baldoch, 
are traces of an ancient Camp, or Fortification, wliich Salmon 
supposes to )ia\ t' been an ainphillieatre; and mentions a silver coin, 
of the Empress Faustina, that was found here.* The area iiirhid- 
ed about seven acres, ami is crossed by the Icknield Way: the 
rampart, milhe east and north sides, is levelled; on the west it yet 
remains, about four or live feet high, bounded by a ditch: on the 
south are some straight banks, but sneh as are in main places made 
by the plovigh ou declining ground ;■! tins side is liic most steej). 

In the year 1/20, or 1724, helween Ca/dccat and Hinra oiiC 
various Roman Antiquitii-.s cere found by some uoikim n. 
employeii in digging gravel; among tliem were large urns, full 
of burnt bones and as!ie.s; some patera: of tine red earth, uilli 
nantes impressed on the bottoms; glass ladiryniafoiies. liiigs, 
beads, and fibulae. Si'veral human skeletons were also disrorered, 
at the same time, wRliiu about a fool of the suriliee, with their 
iicads {tointing towards the south-east; and near tliem unis of dit- 
rent sizes.! Some of tliese Antiquitiw appear to have been exhibited 
■at the Society of Anfirpiaries, in 1/ 21, by Mr. U' \eve, and Mr. 
Deggc, who shewed them, “ three paterw, two palelke ot' led 
cartli, an ampulla, a small urn of diileren! colours, a "la—I .k hrv- 
niafory, the handle and neck of a glass siniimium. a sioie- Immlle, 
of a sword, brass fihuhe, sundry small rrreen gla.-s ix.n!., ami a 
Danish or Dutch brass coin, found in Henxworlh paii'li.' j 

ASH WELL, called Esa'c-Ht. in the Doniesdav Hook, is siiji- 
posed, by Camden, to be of Roman origin; and Salmon admits 
the proirabilily of tlie conjwturc, though he has taken some pains 

to 

' liist. of Herts, f Gough’s Camden, Vol, i. p. 3'IC. 

! bi’moii’.s Heitt, p. .339. 

I Oougii’sUtttiden, Vol. L p. .U'J, from Minute Book of the 
Society of Antiquaries. 
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to llio priiicipal arguinetit on which it was founded, and 

(■i\iii<li:iule<lucesfroin the frequent discovery of Roman coins 
iiuni iiil j'.iceiil e:irt!i-work,or Foitijication,VA\\ii‘\ Arhury Banks, The 
rill;i;;e i-i Htir.itcd near llic source of the rivrr Rhee, or, to use the 
woiils of' Caihdoii, “ iu a low silualion 011 the northern ed"e of 
Itic minify, vliere a famous spring breaks out from a rocky bank, 
ovr.'hiing with lofty asliC', whctire flows .such a continued quail- 
(ily of water, a.s presently being collected in one channel, turns a 
mill, ;md soon aOer becomes a river; from this spring, and these 
asli furs, it !steit;jin tliat the Savoris gave it tins new name of 
A.'h-H’cH: and I oiue itnagiiu-d fit.it (lie Ancient Britons, who, ac- 
coniiu:,' to (iilda-, paid diiiiui worsl.ip to mountains, rivers, springs, 
and nroies, fiO'ii the -same <ircurnstiinrcs, uiid with the sainemean- 
niy. n-iM’ it tin' iiaine of and that it was the iflace 

so railed by .’inUniiims; but lime lias better informed me; nor 
-.an I so fond of uiy mistake as to be a.siuuncil to alter my ojii- 
liioii on (hi.' Iliad.”* 

A'lnu ll was ancienl deim>sTie of-the Saxon Kings; but be- 
li'ir tin- time of Hdwaid tlie Confessor, it was granted to the Ab¬ 
bot' of' St. Pcter’.s. at Westminster, who apirear to have had a 
inaikt t lu re pn liondy to the Conquest. In the Domesday Book 
it i.s e\|ire»'ly called a Boronuh; tlie toll and other rents of w hicii, 
timouniid to f'oity-nine shiliings and fotir-jicuce. It continued to 
belong to ilie Al>liey of Westiniusfor till Uie Dissolution, when the 
.Miiiev being t recied into a Deanery, and that into a Bishopric, it 
i iiio-.ud (lie fate of' those foundution.s; and when the Bishopiic 
w.i . di'.'iiUed ill the icign of Edw:ud the tjixth, it was granted, 
wall otin-r manors, to llie See of lamdon by that Sovereign. 
Cbireii Mary vacated the grauf from a religious principle: but, on 
i'loruring the I’lqie's license, eoulirmed it anew to Bishop Bonner, 
sane which tills manor has confiimed iu the possession of tiie 
Pi>iiops of London, his sucocsM)r.s. 

The CJiiirch, dedicated to tlie \drgin Mary, consists of a nave, 
•lisli anil rhaiice!, with a tower at tlic west cud, surmounted by 
Vui.. Vll. March, ISOb. M a spiie. 


Gough’s Camden, Vol, 1. p. 335 
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.1 spire. In (lie clinmel ntc several slabs, fonnorly inlaid tvilb 
all Miiich are now gone; but most of (be iiwriptions are 
preserved in \\ee\er and Cbauney Among tli(»se recorded by 
the fornur, was one with tlic words Otatrjno — -- H'allir S'lm- 
!no)UT. " 1 jx’ade," eoiitinues "Weever, referring fo (he Eseheqiier 
ilolls tor I’.is andtority, “that one Walter Smniier '.wlrether this 
here interred or no, I know not) held the Mannor oi' Ashwell of 
the King by peltic .seige;;ntie, viz. fo-finde the King -pits to rost 
bis meal 0 upon the ilay ol' his coronation: aiul John Sniiiner, his 
soniie, laid (lie same -Maiuior by service, to Innie a spit in flie 
King’s liitchen ivptMi the day of bis eoronation. Ann. (> Ed. 2. 
Ann. d5. I/i. tertij,”* If these .serviees liad aclnally any connec¬ 
tion with Ashwell, they must have been rendered for some snbor- 
tlinate manor; as the prineijwl manor, as already stated, was in 
the possession of the .Abbots of Westminster. Ai:m uv Uamc.s 
consists of an tu'ca of about twelve acres, surrotuah’d by a siagit 
.rampart. 

RO\ STON 

r& silnated in a bottom, among the (dialk Down.s, on the ex 
trcine borders of this county and of Cambridgeshire, aial is < rossed 
in the lower part by the Ickniehl Way. Its lii.'tory has Ireen much 
disj>ut( d, particularly Iiy Dr. Jr'tukeley. and the Jlcv. Charles i’ar- 
kyn;i hot!! ofwhoni, iiov.ever, eonetir, Ihougit on sliglit grounds, 
III Mipp</si!i!: it to have iwt-n occnjiied bv tlii’ Ilon!:i)i'', Dr. Sal¬ 
mon ajijx'ars to iliink it ot S.ixou origin; Init as di'n\ii;g it- name 
troni liic Daiii'h mode oiM'pallure. called /u.ee r. <,r .■/.< 
aecoriiiag to Olans Worniius: amlwlndi coii-istid in b.ai.ii g da 
body, atid diiKcsiting the a.shes imder a large tuinnliis, or Iiacou 
in ,s!ipj)ort of tliis coujirtiirc, hs* li fers fo the m aihi r of hai.ow- 
scuttered over the adjaienl Downs. Camden savs that it fn-t rose 
i!i the Norman times, and derived its name frotn the Lady Itoida, 
■vlio erected a Cros.s by the load side; and Wcever and Channey 

coneu?: 

* Fciierail M'lii, Edit. itiSOP 
' I'oirricily Rector of (Axhurgh in Norfoi'!. 
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roiii’ur in this statement. The origin of the town, as given by the 
hitter, is as foiiows. 

Jlov.ston “ lias been a town ol' some remark, tljotigh small anti¬ 
quity; li>r, siiife the time of the Conquest, one DainejRoi.se, a 
woiium oi' gieat name, ami bi!*h esteem, in tliat age, whom some 
think to have been the daimliter of Aubrey dc Vere, Chief Justice 
fSf England under King tlenrv the Fint, and wife to GeofFrey 
Mandevillc, the first Earl of E^sex, or, a.s others say, the w'ii'e of 
Uiehard dc Cl ire, and others, the Countess of Norfolk,'* erected 
till re ii ero-.s in the highway, (which was held in those days a pious 
ivoik, to put p-.tHsengers in mind of Christ’s Passion;j whereupon 
Ibis |>l;ic ■ was cnlli’d Ro 'ir’i until Eustace <lc Merc, Knt, 

I.ord of ’Sm ell-i, lialph dc IvovceeMer, with some other persons, 
piiri'liiiM'd II place iiilioyning to tlie Cross, wliere I'.Ustace built a 
Mon i.-.i KHY for Austin Camms, in honor of Si. Thomas of 
<’.MiterinuN; giv ing a handiv'd iitics ol’wood, and thirty acres ot' 
land, will) ciiinninn of pasture to the. Kimo; when, therefore, he, 
;uk 1 several others, had emh.eved it with a coirpetent revenue for 
till' inaialeiiance of liicsi- Canons, hmees and inns wtie erected 
there, wliicli. in piocess of time, did inaltiply to a town; so that 
then, instead of K.t!s<.''s (Jross, it was called /tVA'b Tottu; and 
ut ieiwaiils, by contraction of the words info one, 

'I’liul the real origin of this town was as thus represented, seems 
eMieniely prohablv, when it is considered, that, at the time of tlic 
Domesday .Survey, and lor upward.s of lour centuries afterwards, 

M d even 

» 'Ihe two last of these asserliens, according to Stukeley, arc cr- 
i. ucniis, when referred, as tliey are in the text, to the Lady Hoifia ce 
A cri', who erected the Cross at Royston. 'I hc vvife tf h .h.aid hiiz- 
Cillicrt dc Cl,ire, who was n,imt'd Roisia, wa.s grandmotl er to GeotlVey 
de M.ipnas’iiie, the Gvdy Koista's first husband; and Rai.ard de Claie, 
the second of that iianic, Earl of Glocester and Hertford, had a daugh¬ 
ter married to Roger, third liaron Mowbray, of tiie family of the Dukes 
of Norfolk ; hence, he observes, the occasion of tl;e mistakes. 

I'ide Piilwogruplua Briiannica, Nx I.p. £3, 24. 


f Hist, of Herts, p. PO. 
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even till the thirty-second of Henry the Eighth, the town was situ¬ 
ated in live jwrislies: three of them, Basingbourne, Kneeswortb, 
and Melbonri), being in Cambridgeshire; and TlrcrfieUl and Bark¬ 
way, tlie other tvr o, in this county. At the time alnue stated, it 
was first made a distinct parish; and the Church of the dissolved 
Priory, nlticli had beeir fouuded by Eustace cic Merr-, an<i his ne¬ 
phew. Palph de Ilovecester, was made parochial; and, agreeably 
to the le.ller of the statute, denominated ‘ the Parish Church of 
St. John Baptist in Boisfou.” The inhabitants are recorded to 
have purchased it for this jHirpose. 

The estates granted to the Priory by the founders, seem ti> liavt 
included all, or nearly all, of lire land on wliich the, town now 
stands: and in the first of Richard the I'iisf. (anno 1 igo,) the Ca- 
iKui' obtained the liberty of bolding a weeldy rnaiket, and of a 
fair, annually, dtiiing the whole of Whitsun week, u ith other privi¬ 
leges, as enjoyed by the Canons of Dunstable, lienry the'lihrd 
invested them with many additional privileges; and under these 
grants, the trade and population of the to^vll rajiidly iiicie;i.scil. 
In the reign of Henry the Fourth, most of the houses were de¬ 
stroyed by fire: but, the convenient situation c>f (lie jdace as a 
luarkcl for corn, contributed to its sjreedy restoration: and in the 
time of Henry the Sixth, according to Holliiished, wheat was so 
plentiful here, that it was sold for tC<l. the fiuarter. Camden 
records it us being famous for the great resort of iiuiltstiTs, and 
Ollier deah rs in grain; and adds, that it is incredible what a vast 
number of horses, loaded with corn, are to be seen every maikel- 
day on the rewsds round ahout. It is still extremely celebrated 
for its corn trade, notwithstanding the great alteration in the modes 
o( tralTie that has taken place since (he days of tliis writer, 

At the period of the. Dissolution, the revenues of the i’rioiy 
were, acconling to Dugdale, esiiniuted at the annual sum of ,S()1. 
l6's. Od. but Speed records them at lOO'l, 0s. Id. Henry the 
Eighth, by cbm ter, dated on the twenty-ninth of December, in the 
thirty-first of Iris reigii, granted tlie site of the Prioiy, with its ajv 
purtenaiiccs and liberties, atid fiirce fairs annually, to Robert Ches¬ 
ter, Esq. one of the Cientlerneu of the Privy Chamber, in t onsi- 

diratiou 
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dcratioii of tlip sum of 17^*1!. .'is. 0<l. This Robert was aftei- 
wards knighted liy the Kiiiii; and in the seventh of Elizabeth, he 
wSs eouslifutcd Sherifl' of tlie counties of Hertford and Essex. 
Robert, his graudson, was Sherifl’ of Hertfordshire in the fortx-iirst 
of ElizaJreth; and Jiad the honor of entertaining James the First in 
his Iiouse, during the progress of that Sovereign from Scotland to 
London. His |K)sterity continued to jrossess the site of the Priory 
iluring seseral generations; but it is now the property of the Ho¬ 
norable 'J'honias Braiul. Only a few lenmins of the Priory build¬ 
ings are now siaiuling, with the eveeption of the Church. 

Resides the Priory, there were two other religious foundations 
III tliii town. One oi'thein, an IVmpual, dedicated to St. Nicho¬ 
las, wiis founded a- earlx as the time of King John;' but no par- 
lii ulars (oiieerniug if are known. The other, which was also uu 
lloM'. i Ai,, or I’ra-ihapfl, was dedicated to St. John and St. 
J.linos, and exi'-ted as early as the twelfth of Henry the Third, 
when W alter de (tray, .Archbishop of York, granted thirteen days 
induigcnce to such as should contribute to the support of its weak 
and sick bix'lhren.t This was most [irobahly founded by some of 
the family of Argentine, as Ricliard de Argeniein was patron in 
the year IJ88. It had a Master, or Warden, and several Bre¬ 
thren; ami at the time of its dissolution, in the twenly-.sixth of 
Henry the Eighth, its entire annual revenues were valued at 61. 
Ids. '.’d. or 5l. 6s. lOd. clear. Some remains of this Hospital are 
now to he seen in a dwelling-house. James theFirsthad a Palace. 
or Huniin^- liox, in Ihistown, which he frequently r isited, and where¬ 
in he .signed the jierfidious order for the apprehension of his tlivorite, 
Carr. It is now, or was lately, inhabited by a C.irpenter, who 
pureha.scd it for very little money. 

At the bottom of the principal street in Roystoii, and immedi¬ 
ately beneatii tlie Market-place, is the Cave, a kind of subterra¬ 
neous Cn/pi, or Oniiu/y, which has been dug out of the solid 
chalk, and iiad originally a j^terpendicular aperture rising to tlie 
street, and «Jomuii«iicatuig with the upper part of the cavity. TJiis 

M 3 was 


• Tanner's Notitia, 


f Ibid, 
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'v:is of a fiirular form, about two !(ct in diamr lrr, oikI had lucn 
closed bj a niilkstone, wbirh oas arciilenlatly disroM ud in An- 
frust, 174 ’, by driving a post into the ground, as the I'onndation 
of a bcncli for the nvdiket'Woincn. The aperlnre, or tle-reul, had 
holes for the feet cut into the chullt 011 each side; but as the hiuer 
part of the crypt was found to be filled with loose earth and rub- 
bisi), this passage was quickly eiikirgiMl, that the interior might be 
cleared with more celerity, the curiosity of the. towns-p< ojdo bi-iug 
strongly excited by tlic hojtes of discovering some hidden treasute. 
About two hundred loads of earth were drawn out before the ca¬ 
vity was entirely cleared; but the steal of the lahourer - was repaid 
only by the hndhig of a skull, and other Iiuanui bom-, l<»r the 
most }vart very mueh decayed. 

The interior of this very curious, and pioleibK tuiiipie. svdiler- 
raueoHs apartment, is fompletely circular, liai-haig in a Kind of 
dome above, broken only by the original etCiancc. liound the 
lower part of the sides is a series of rude callings 0 !’ the (hiui- 
fi.xioii, St. CliristoplKtr, St. Catherine, St. Lawrence, and various 
other sulijerts in .sacred tiiid prophaiie ki.-^tory. These tire .su;v 
po.H-d, by Dr. Stukeley, to have been etil by tic Lady 
whom be imagines to have hud this {dace made as an Dralorv and 
r>uri..l-Liia]>ei tor herself; arid tiitd the skull, and other htita >, 
found here, were, really her remains. The>e o|iinious, which the 
Doctor supported in a quarto pamphlet, were routroverteii witli 
some SUCCC.SS hv the llev, C. Varkyu, who rnaiutained, with Dug- 
dale and Leland, that the Laiiy Uoisia wa.s buried in the Cliajitcr- 
house at Ciiieksimd, in Bedlbrdshim; a Priory of her own foun¬ 
dation, ami to which she retired iti the latter jiarf of In r life; and 
that this tell, or cryitt, was a Hermitage long hefore Uoisia w as 
horn, and tiic.t it continued so long after lier death. This occa¬ 
sioned an elaborate reply from Dr. Slukelev, in which he detailed 
maiiV curiou,s particulars of tiie family of the Lady Roisia, and 
su]iported his iormer conjectures hy a more full de.scription of the, 
events which he imagined^ to have been recorded by her in the 
egrviugs rt^imtl the sides of the. cell. His autagonist rejoined; and 
tliough the dispute was carried on with much ucriimniy, the re¬ 
spective 
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sppriivc painplitelii arc vvortfiy of porusul, iroiii the varit l\ ol ci;- 
xious aikl iiiteresfiiij' iimltor mIik’Ij they coolain. 

•'Fho l>oUoin of (Iw crvpt is surrounded liy a raised sf-.al aliout 
one fool high, and helueeu two and tlin'e wide, hut dividtd on 
the easi side hy a hollow place, called the (iravc. The present 
•<nfraiiee is hy a regular descent, or passage, f<*riiicd in the ehatfc 
ficni an adjarnit. house, and nearly one hundred sards in length. 
I'lie (liainefer (,f the eryjit is about tweiilydivc feet; its height he- 
Iween thirty and forty. 

Ivoysto!! (7,//;•(■/( consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a 
ktw tower, enibrasured, as arc the other parts of this fuhric. 
lU'fore the altar is a slab, iidnld with a Biwn, representing a cro.ss, 
villi tlie five wounds. In the noitli aisle, by the west door, was 
a Brusi. of a i’liest, on a slab, with tliis iuscriptiou: 

C’ic Jacct EubtuB JZl'iitt (jitonS-m 0tiot loti' foti oiii ohijt 
ptimo B'f E^fnoiB Stptilic anno lui Suinecittctu 

mo bittBitno. qiiatto* 


Several otlwr slabs, formerly inlui'!, ere in this Church, hut the 
I’rasses are mostly gone. Here is also au ancient lignre of a 
Knight, wiih his luntd resting on a cushion, mid his hands closed 
as in pra’ cr. This is sai<l to have been brought from the Piiory, 
and to repri'senl one of the Lords Scahs: but .Salmon supposes it 
to ho inlondt'd rather tor I'-ustace de .Mete, or his nephew, llalph 
<lc Iloveccsier. Tlw number of kousv'c in this parish, aciortling lo 
the late returns, was20(»; that of inliubitants, 97 a -’ the lious*'s are 
priucipally of briii, and the streets are mnaow, 'I'he Hi’i/.iion (. (/-.a 
is described by Pimnaul as a bird of p’assage, coming into laigUnHl 
about the beginning of winter, and leaving it with flie woodcoiks. 
These crows are very plentiful otv the Cludk Ifovvns in this neigh¬ 
bourhood; and also in olher similar open situations in dilleienl 
jrarts of the kingdom; tliey breed in Svvedeii, in the south parts ot 
fiermany, an<l on the Daiiube, The head, the under part of the 
neck, mid the wings, are black, glossed over with a tine blue; the 
breast, belly, and baok, are ol'a pale ash color; the boilojiis of the 

toes 
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toes are broad mid flat, tlie be!ter to enable, them to walk on 
marshy groiiiuis.* 

NEWCELLS, or NEWSELLS, called Neusi.ta in the Domcsvi.iv 
Hook, a manor in the Parish oJ‘ Barkwas, was, at the time <>t ilu' 
Conqueror’s Survey, held by Eudo Dapil'er, from whom it pa.ssid 
in the same manner as Barkvvay, through the Lords Scales, and 
other noble families, to the CJtesters, who sold it to Wiliiaiii New- 
land, Esi]. It was afterwards purchased by Sir .lohu Jennings, 
Kilt, whosr* son aud heir, George JcnniiiL'.s, Esij. dsing alwnil (i(- 
tceu years ago, it was conveyed by tl«r marriage of Esther, his 
only daugliter and heiress, to the lion. Joini Peachey, son iiii'l 
licir-apparent to Janies, Lord Se.lsea, who is the pres«-nt JHl.^^essor. 

Li a chalk-pit in IloCKLliv Woon, was foinul, in the yi ar 
a brass figure of Mars, with a brass baudic, aed se\* ii tliiu 
plates, having a figure of Vulcan engraven on two of them, and 
on each of the others, a Mars: on two of the latter wen- aho the 
following inscriptions; 

M.virri 

lOVlALI 

Ti CLAVDi\S. PKLM\S 
AdTlI LIBIiR 
V. S. L. M. 

D. MAirn. ALATOR. 

DVM. CEKSORINVS 
GEMEI.LI FIL. 

V. S. L. M. 


The word Alatorum was referr^ by Mr. Ward, who communL 
cated an account of the discovery to the Royal Society, to the 
Castra Alula, of Ptolemy, or Edinburgh; and he supposed the 
plates to have been ornaraciits on a shrine of Mars about the 
time of Diodesian.f 

COCKEN- 


i^tZoology, Vol. Iv|i. 169, 8vo. Vol. 1. p. 191, 4to. 

* 

t Gotigh, from Phil. Tnnis, So. J43. 
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f’OCKEN'IIATCJl, a manor udjciniiig to Xewcclis, is thoaglit 
1o Jiavr di-rirwl its iiainc I'roiit a named Cocl.eiiach, wiio 

j*issessefl it, beiute tite CoiKiiie.st. Etiilvice <Je Merc cave it to tiie 
i’liois of lloyston; and it jKissed witit that foundittioii to lloberl 

< hrstei. Kstj. in tile tiuie of Henry tbe Eiglit’i, and ijeeaine the 
jiii;ii i|>;d seat ol' liis family. It was afterwards llie seat of Sir Wil- 
iiaa; ('lii!]!i!i:ui, liart. and on the death of li^i widow, tlie bite 

< diapinaii, w.i-. be^iwalhed by her to iSte l-ady of Sir Francis Wilis, 
wiio !; m [>o^~esses it. The Mansion is raliier a singular structure, 
bn! not iii.handsonie; if stands in a jtleasant I’aik. 

'Fbe Manor of i’AKKWAV formed part of t!ie edato of Eusfare 
<le Mere, aud afterw.sots of Robert de ibnerestcr, from whose fa- 
lihiy it passed hy aii lieiiC'S, named Alice, vvlio married Robert 
D'lbealers. or Scales, about the time of King John. Tiieir son, 
Riilieif. obtaimni a grant of a weekly inaiket, and a six day-.’ an¬ 
imal l.iir, for tliis manor, ui the reign of' lieury the'I'bitx!. Ri)- 
b.‘U D'Escalers, bis son aiid ;.u<x:e,s.si>r, wr.s ;i renowned wanior in 
the tiiise of Edward the i'ir,sf, wbogriinled him lands to the yearly 
s.ilae ol' ,i;)0 maiks, for his sersices in Sen!!inid, ami suiimioned 
!:i ii 1 .' a Ihiroii to I’tU'liaiiU'iit. Hi.s lim lly eontitniod to flonrisb, 
■nnl hi, i nequent simimoii'cs to I’ariiamcnt, till the tinic of Henry 
the .'•ist:), when Elizabeth, niariied to lleniy I’.oticbier, second 
■Oil ti) ileniy, E.!rl of Essex, was left beiuss. Her secouil liiis- 
f'.uiii V .;s Aiiliiony W idviile, son of I'iul lli'-ers, w!io was eoadi- 
luled l.oid Seale-, on bis marriage, an<l stie<ceded bis father in the 
r.arldom in the ninth of Edward the I'ouilh. On his tragical 
death. Il'eliard the'I’bird granted this manor to Ilie Duke <i! Nor- 
liiik, who tell in the battle, of Boswortb Eield; .n.<l hi,>e:-fak*s 
were si-ized Ity Henry the Seventh. Burkway, with sene' nliici pos¬ 
sessions ol’ the E.iiis liirers, were resloreil to the (’oimle.ss Eliza- 
belb; but on (aiiure of isme, reverted to the beiis of' liie Lords 
Sedes, who wi re found to be .bilm de Veie, Eml of Oxt'otd, and 
Sir \\ itii.nn I'iud.d. On a partil'i.iii, Barkwiiy 'and \ewceils were 
allotted to the fontter; and bis b< its eotitinm'd owneis till about 
the foneinsion of the reign of lleniy the Eighth; ui the time of 
whose dangbtir, (,>iieeii .M.-.'iy, Sir .loliii I'eiei,- was possessor. He 
sold them to Hemy I’niiui' l, Em]. an .Videiuimi of London; and his 



HCTTronmUlRE. 


ssti 

s-'n. llriirv, ninri iril fo rraners, <latif;li(('r of Lord Viscount Riiv 
cion, jirocurci) a new rl)arfer for u market, and a three days’ fair, 
for liis ^Jailor of Barkway, from (v*!ieeii Elizaltelh. This na's 
}:raiite(l in consideration ot’ the loss he had siiMaincd l>y the v/hole 
town bavin" been mniriy destroyed by lire, and wbirli ap|>ears, 
from Norden, to iiave so aflerted him, as to ocnision bis dcalji. 
Ills imirs sold Barkw ay to the Chester family, who rclaiiHsl if till tlie 
Eiiddle of the last century, it is now the property of llie lion, .lobu 
Selsra, wiio derived ii I’rom liis marriage with the Ikircsi, of tlic 
Jennings tiimiiy. 

Barkway L'hurch is declkaterl to St. Mary Mai'dalen, and con¬ 
tains various mouuniouts and inscriptions tor the (’/ki.'crs; tojjc- 
tlicr with many ancient slabs, formerly inlaid with iVasst's, scarcely 
any of wbicb are now remaining. Some I’ragments of a scries of 
representations of tlie Cteation, in painted glass, remain in the 
windows of the nortli aisle; with arms, and oilier figures. Tlic 
market has been disused many years. 'Hie inbabitimt.', ot' Barkway, 
as returned under the .let of IMCH), amounted to ('yu; the bousi-'s 
to U7, 

ANSTEY, or .\NSTit', called yiweftr/gc in the, Duine-jdny Book, 
is supposed, by .Salmon, to derive its name I'rom the Krnnn S:rtti, 
which he imagiues to have run through this parisli, and to have 
been callod ffcairstigc, llic lligli-way, by tlie .Saxons, in lok( u of 
prc-roiiaence.. 'J'his marMir was given by the Coiujucror to Eii- 
sraf<‘, Earl of Boulogne, who is represented to have built a C.-t^ ri.ii 
licie, by the King's tonimaiid, ftir the purjiose of intimidating the, 
English. Some additional out-works were made during the Ba¬ 
rons’wars, ill the reign ot'King John; but these were afterwards 
demolished, by order of Henry the Tliird, by Nieh(ila.s, sunianicil 
J>c Ansik; and the materials are said to have been employed by 
Richard dc Anstie in theereetion of the Clmrch. In the reign of 
Edward the First, Dionise dc Monte Caviso dic'd possi sscd of this 
!Maaov and Castle; but iii the next reiga they became the jiroperty 
of tJic Crown, hut in what,'maimer dcK's not i-learly ap|x*ar, haring 
previously liclonged to .\«rkimarc de Valenlia, Earl of Beinhroke, 
to whose widow, .Mary rhs i>f. Paul, danglilcr of (iny dc Chalillon, 
t>.ic*y were granted by Elnaid the .Second during her life. Ed- 
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ward the Tlilrd, hy Iiis Letters I’aleiit, tialnl at Slir,!K% in tho fifty- 
tirst of liis reisin, ;;ra:il( (l Anstie, with ils ni:(l llie Castle of 

rotluaiiinay, to his tiltii son, Etlwiiid of Laii^li'y. jldwerd, 
Duke of Yotk, his son and suceeswtr, wlio was s!.*!n in the iiattie 
oi' Ajrii'.f oiirt, o'Aaise.'d license from Hctirv the Filth, to make 
over this, and oda r snui’ois, to llearv, Bishoj) of Wloclicster, ami 
others, in trust, for the ii>n!(>i(*tio‘i of the coilejiuitc Church of 
I'otheiiiieay; toe.ur.L the iiaildii'Li and endowment of ulik-h. iie 
lead expended iaiee sums. 11,, descendant, Edward tire Fourth, 
grmiti-d .Ansiie to tleeily, Duehts. of A’ovk, his utotlitr; after 
svliose diath it revrTted to, and mitiniied in, the CrtAVii, till 
Henry tin* Eiitlitli <rranled it to Iris Queen, Jane Seymour, for lile. 
After her deatli, he apain (•rairted it, in the thirty-sixth of his 
iei"n, to John (.‘ock, Fkaj. of ihoxhourn, in (onsidcralien of ii;e 
jraymeirl, intr) fire Exeheqirer, of SSSl. I-’.s. lOd. to hold by the 
IbrlMtth part of :i K!ii”!it’s fee, ami the yearly rent td'l ioni 
his heirs it passetl ihroiich various hiiniiie': ami lastly, by pureha e, 
lo Sir lloukuid f-yltoii, of Knebworih; and it is stiil in p('.'scs.sioa 
ol'llu' reitre.'enlalive ol'his family. 

'I'iie artilirial momit, on wliieit stood the Keep, or more aiii jci.t 
part ot' iIk- ('asiti-, still remains surrounded by a moat; toecther 
uitb a deeji tiiieh am! Kiinpart, that inelosed the additions made 
in the lime ot' Kiii" .lohii. Tii<> ( /;//,’■<-A is built in tlie foitn of a 
cross, vMiii a ion loruT rising Irom llie intersection of the nave 
aiitl eliaiii'il; h. the killer are some uncienl stalls. In the sonih 
aisle is ;ui ancient monuinent, with the eiligies, as traditionally re- 
jioitid. of /i’,'.(/(> Aiistk, the builder of the Clinreh. 

m.l.s r fl-.l.HAM, lUKNEUX PELIlAAl, ami Si'DCKING 
PLUIAM, are now three di.stinct jiarislMts; but at the peiiod of 
mnkiii;.’tiic Domesday Survey, tliey were all included in one, un¬ 
der the general name of Pelham; and though divided into .seven 
paid is, were all held oi' the lil^hop of London. How Ihv'y were 
aliea;iled I'rom bis See is unknown; but in the time of Ilemy the 
Tbiid, Simon de F'lirm use wais Lord of the whole, as appears by 
lihi jileadiiig a giant of liberty of free-warren fiom that King, 
when simnnom'd to show his ladil by a .Him Jlsa rio,. j in the reign 
of Eilward the F'irst. 'i he Manor of Stocking Ft l.'.eui, i.owtvvr, 

he 
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he is recorded to have held of the Bishop of London, as of his 
Castle at Stortford, by homage, and the })ayn'.ent of 10s. amnially. 
for the defence of the Castle. T!ic name of funwur I'l'llutnt w.Hs 
derived from his femily: that of Byent PtUmjn waa oblaiiii d from 
a tire in the reign of Henry the First, which nearly destroyed die 
whole place, together with the Church: and that of S'crli^z or 
Stitekin Pelham, was, according to Sahuon. so gi\t n from i.einc; 
situated adjacent to some wood, that had hern'rniiilH'd o; stock¬ 
ed up. 

The descent of the Manors of Furneuv Felliain, aixl Ihi uf i'lj- 
ham, was the same for .several tenturie^. From the (c.mily ot 
Furneux they passed by a i heiress to .Sir J<dui ri*' ia Lee, or \i 
Lee, who represenied this countv in a I'.niianunt licid at Wevf- 
niiiisitr in rlie weiily-ninth •d'E l-.ard the Third. .>i) W .dter, in.-^ 
son and heir, was also a repieseulativc for thi« county in tlii ;iliy- 
tir.4 of the same King; anil in the iime of liis sui tts.-or, Lichard 
the Second, he was Knight of the .sliirc in no frnu r tlum Imof 
the numerous Parliumenls held during that Itouldc on; - ii ign, 
He wa.s also Sheriff of Hertford and IXses, in the tiiiriccnti; o( (he 
same Sovereign. lie dying without issue in the ni);c!< cnih <il' 
Richard, was succeeded in these manors by Ilobeit Newport, r.'(( 
whoJj.i.i married Margery, his eldest, sister and cieiicin This 
Bobert was Kstighl of the shire in the .second, and in (he 

tweiftli, of Henry the Fourth: and in his descendants these . -lates 
continued till the time of Henry the Eighth, when tiny p.is-cd in 
marriage with an heiress to the family of the lV.ii.er-. Lords 
Morley; Milliam, Lord Montcagle, sold Fniin-ux I'l ih.im lo 
Edvraid Newport, Es(j. alront the year l6'l0; and in itiin, he also 
disposed of Brent Pelham to the same gentienian. who was de- 
s* ended from the fautdiy of liU name that had before held I hoe 
manors. The Manor-Honsr*, called Pelham Hall, with the di'- 
mesne and parks connected with it, had been previously sold, by 
the Lord Monteagle, to Richard Mead, Esq. of Bearden, who 
puWed down a coni^nthle part of the buildings; it aftenvards 
passed through d^tont families to the i'aircrts, who hccaiuo 
owners by purchase about the year 1677 : Ibey also became jw>s- 
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«.psswl of tlic IVlanor of Siockitijf Polhani, of which tlio Jiistory is 
very ohscuro, in I lie sainc manner. Brent Pelliain was sold to the 
FJiit/ir-t ill the lime of (.'harles the First. 

'File Vhnrr/i at P.iii;M Pes iiam is a small structure, consisting 
only ot a viiigle jnu.e, with a tower at the west end; the cliaiiccl is 
of luu k-woik. Ill the north wall of the nave is the curious ino- 
munciii Ilf O J’lEK's SiioNKES, who is said to have been owner 
III t suhoniiiiai',' maiioi in this jiarish very soon after the Con* 
(jUC'.'; anil ilv’ ite nt his mansion is still jioiatcd out, surrounded 
0. : nii),ti. fill' low. r part of the (omb is of modem bricli- 
woif; 111.'! till !.ip i.s ii.vered witli an aneieut shili of Petwortii 
luariiie. .m uiptnieil in % ■: > hi'.-h n iief, v ith the figure of an angel, 
siiirouiidetl hy ilie symiiol' “f the Fvangciivt", and s-ii-itaining a 
ii'stoon of tlrafierv, <ni' w''.ieli rises a smat' imnian ti^^uve, with 
Ills !i.Hills r.iisi li 111 the aiiitmU; of prayer: l.wlow tiiis, ii; the cen¬ 
tre of the '.iah, i- .1 eros.i fleut \, uith a kind of branehed stem, the 
lowei I nil of wiiuh is entering liic mouth of a dragon or serpent, 
l iii' s\mholie.il lepre-entation of the triumph of Ciiristianity, was 
must pro!) ilily tin- origin oi a traditional tale eoncerifing the per- 
Miii Insiii il iiere, mid winch lepresents him as having so oft'ended 
the Dfwil, by Killing a serpent, that his Highness threatened to .se- 
I lire him, v,lictht r iiuiied within nr uitliout the. walls of a <''‘urch; 
to :n.iid whicti, he was iit‘|ai>>iled in the wall itself. Over the 
liiinl! is this ni'.ciipiioi), which, as it ditlers from the copies given 
iii.th hv Cliaiiiii \ and .'salmon, lias most prohahly been renewed 
•line then times 

O Piers Skoski s 
Wiio died Anno 1080 . 
luma mancl Cudmi, Sancllq. Gto.'g/' 

/'lot.'nnea Tfnipiis Kdux Ossa Sepukkra von'ut 
ll-ic lumen in Muro tutus, quipt rdidit Angticm 
hr, ito posit'.is Damonc Shnnkus crut. 

Noiifmg . i'C:idiiuis, luir St. George, thofc names 
Of iwcut renown, survives them, but their Ibnics; 

■J inie was so sh.irp set .is to make no b.mes 
Ol ilieirs, nor of tlieir monumental stoiic.s; 
lint Sno.vKi. cue serpent kills, t’other detles, 

And m liiis 'tail, as in a I'ortres', lies. 


W'iialover 
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WIiafi’T-or have p\oii ikm- l<» tlic fiailitioii, it would worn 

tliat OSiionkts was a rlranirtrr iniich voiipralcfl, iis t!ie liutirrsscs 
Oil iJic oiilsidc of the Chiircli, aliirh iooii.d iIk- place of'lii- sepii.i-- 
tore, are uuiike:! witlt (Vo.vrr.'i. 'I'ln'I 'm heijiu-r roils iiiciitioji a 
(jin)eri S:inl', of i’reot Pclhaiii, iipoii whom Sitmm th' ’'cnieiisc 
niadf, a dis!r>‘s-; in ilie “ixlcciitli ol' Edv^.ird l)ie I'irst, lor his lio- 
ti:is<;e and service, aiid lOs. and sixjvnce, annua! lei.t.' 

Tlie (a,’,;v/i at I'L’iiN'ecx I’ui.n.vM co'.id'ls of a nave, thaii- 
co!, and side aisles, with a sniail Itwor, iti llie reuire of the struc- 
tiiie, at (lie >\est end; the elKnu. l ajipears the most aiuicnt, and 
has a cross ilc-ury at llie summit of tlie east end. It is ,soii,c\\hat 
mnarhahle, that, there was oryiiiailv no entrance ffoin llie nest; 
hut a door-way lias been opened tliroieah the, loner |)ai'I of a hirije 
ramified pointed an hod windon . 'I’lie wuulows ol' the aish s 
have, obtuse areties. and arc each divided by inuliious into thn e 
tretbil-hearkfi iio'nls, wiili-erochets and sinallt r htthis above. In 
the north aisle remains a very curious piece of (iodiie .'•k iv •.-uor/i ; 
the ail' ienl svat of the Newports, Lords of f)ir Manor. eoi<red 
v.'iili an elegant canopy of iigiit fracirv, caned in wooi!. ()\er 
I' l'door are the ancient arms of llie Nowjunt s pole jm fe-s, a 
lion rainpanf; tlie more modern arms of the f.unils. Or, a ti .ss be¬ 
tween three crescents sable; and another shield, heaiiiij.'<.;iilt's, on 
a cross azure, tivc tygers lieads. Or: each of iIum' shiehis had 
deerlbrits supiiortcrs. luaBurial-ChapelapfiropriaicdtotiK iiitn- 
iiifiit of the fuinilies of the Lords of the Muiior. aud ( oum iti d 
with the soutii aisle, and in the south aisle itself, aic the imiid.-.ted 
remains of smeral monuments’■for LlKa Atayimls-, awd dieir prede¬ 
cessors, the At Lees; but all without inscrijifioiis: several oi these, 
however, have been preserv;^ by Weever and Chunw v. On a 
slab in the pavement, is »ls® this in-'criprion in SaMui char.'u ters: 
©.mon: Ocfbtnrbjc fibus, Tliis^is thoufilil to be of the, time of 
Falward the First, and to be intended for the son m llic Simon do 
Furucu-iC who pleaded, to the Sluo JVurrunto in that reipi. On 
one of the tombs areCnissos of a male and reu'.:i!e luider rich eano- 
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pi(!s: tlie fouiii-r Ir.i-; a siiusll siuinl, or da'-MT, at lii, li ft '.idv', aii(5 
is slaiuliim upon a 'hopiiftil’s (lo,t:; Iiis bi'anJ is in the I'a- 

a^iioii of the tinii's ol' Hicliarii the S'.TOlni. liis L.iily is in tin; 
dross of till' Siam ai;.-, 'riKs iikM'rirdion and arms are a'ote; 
iiut ti-.f ohi'lc .oslnnie of llii! iiguros evinces tlfis to !«; liie inrmr.- 
:iic!it uilif h Wccit r nirntioii? a.s ' iiiuly doiamJ,' in lii, day, ar.ti 
•Is tlieii laniinr the fo^o^vini: iiiijicrfeet epitaph: 

‘St: CClah'st Cit In, shaa S't Ccialtfr ■ZT'ap- 

fiiir.AT liOiniliM), or /fnf./aiA" oils ijivwi I'V fl’^t 

('oinpnror to Ed”ar Allieling; Lui it aliewnrd.s leieited to tin. 
f'rouii ill the pinsoii ol’ Henry the fvtond, oint eiaiined his ri-r!,£ 
ol’ inhrriliuico by virUic of liis dfseeiil iioin Mara net, wile of 
Malecliii, Kill" of Siot-. and sister to Ed;,*!!-. In the iuiter end of 
tlie l'‘•i"n of Ivif; John, it was lield by John de Sandford. Iiv s, r-. 
Tiie ill the tjia.'ii . Clr.tndier; and his desr-eniiant. (<i!l>n!. Lor.l 
sandfoid, wa^ (’haiiibrriaiti to Eleanor, (^iieeii of Ib-iiiv ih'.' 
fiiiid: an odite that «:;■ afs, evee.ited h . his wife Lora, utier his 
deii-ii'f. ’J'heir d.iusihit r-Mire, bei'.i” h ;’i heiress, was man ted to- 
i(, son and mk eessor to Hiyh de ' eie. E.nl of Ovford, who 
ImiI pull Ini'ed ihc ward-hip of the hi'iiess tor ilia! purpose. In 
this fuiiii!'. il eoistinnevl tii! Henry, the speu.lllnift i-iaii, conveyed 
it to \nlliony Cai;e, Citi/en of j.ondon, in the tweiitv-tirst of Eli- 
y,ili! !h; !;■’ aa\i' ii to Daniel, his joiiiieesi son, who eiaiined the 
oiliie 111 (lliaiiilierlam to Anne of Denmaih, at Uie time of her co- 
iiiii.iiion will) James the First;, but the Coiimji$»iw;ers of Claims 
(ieeliued to t>he jndgineiil. 

J .W .'s’l'DN, ealleil Ichctune in the Domesday Book, and I-rj'- 
iUiurnirr/'ir in a "rant of the manor- made to the Chureh of the 
Holy Tiinify, in Eondoii, in tlie time of King Siepheii, had the 
"rant of a wei kly market, and-.m eiglit days* anuu,d fair, from 
Henry the Third. These, however, have heon long ilisiisc'd. 
Afler the Dissolution, the manor was granted to tlic Lord Chancellor 
Audlev: Imt it has since been pos;.o.ssed liy several ilitiereut lamilies. 
In the Church arc many ancient sla'is, now mostly dejirivetl of 

thebr 
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pendeiu Thinckm, iwi Wiihlinl, tiwl on iaitd Imnwrly /..-/o/i-n.,- 
io them hII. It is silimietl near the link n\er Kill, ami mmndiaK'- 
Ij on iIk' iiisii ioa'f to nuntiii<»«Jon. wiiii ii or< a .ion*; it to Ik* a 
place of some tniile. The lifst menlioii of Uuiitinsiinii liint oa- 
curs, is ill the lime ol’ Erlward the Third, who granted a iii.ukrt 
and lair here to E!i.'..:ltetU de Burgo, at the aminal rent of si\- 
pciiec. The market-da;, -.va-s afterwards altered liy aiiodicr ei.int 
from the v.inie King; and it was agtiin altered liv lieiiry tin- Kielitli, 
in favor of the Ixird Clianrelior Audlcy, wlm w.o mnjiowered to 
apjKjiiit two men to gorcrii t!ie markets and fairs, undi r tin- <!;n e- 
tioii of six otliers, ii)hal)ii;mf.s of the town; tiie piotits io In- mii- 
ployed for the good of the town, at tlie div refioii ol tin Lord. 
The Chapel at Buiitingford wa.s built, by voluntiirv sitiisi 
diuing the years itii t and KLm, under the snpMMiti'inlanre of 
the Ilev. Aiesawler Stnmue, wlio was Viear of f,a\slou (oii-'.- 
si\ years, and lies imried in his own strin tiire. Xe.ir it i-. :ui . i. - 
house for tiiur poor men, awl as many women, founded and eo- 
dowed in the ycarKiS t, by i)lt. .SethW AKir, Bisliop ot 
who was a iialire of this town. He also founded foui M-holai -i.-p-. 
in Jesus College, Canibridgr,, for boys born in llii,-. (omit\, .md 
educated in the G'mmmi'.r at Bunlingford ■ gisief; liie p;e- 

fercnce to natives of this and tiie adjoining parishes. 

This hciievolenl prelate, wa.s Ijorii in the year Uil"; and b.iCm; 
been laug!it |Ue early rudiments of learning in the (iramniat .Seinnd 
of bis native town, was removed'to .Sydney College, (.'ambiidge, of 
whivh he wa»afterwin ds chosetfrdlow. In the time of t he Cir ii War-., 
lie was imprisoned for his «^f»,siliou to tin* itiling powers; bn', 
after the Restoration, lie was pri&molcd<to the Sec «t ['Aeter, He 
1 
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was afterwards made ClianceBor of tlie Order of the Garter, and 
by hib influence occasioned that oflScc to he annexed to tltc See of 
S^lishurv, to which be was translated in . 1667 . He died m Ja- 
iiumv, lOhH, and was buried in Salistiurv Cathedral. 

'I lie Manor ol WIDUIAL, called lf-n/<'4rt/c in the Domesday 
Hook, was granted by tJic Owniuoror to Hardss'yti d'Escalers, xrho 
is tliouulit to base bad his residence here. In his posterity it con-, 
lintied (ill Ibc marriage of Elizaheth, daughter of Thouiasde Scales, 
sxilli Anlbony Widvillc, afterwards Earl Rivecs, svhose possessions- 
lieivig M'izesl by lUeiiuni Uie Tiiird,, nflef.the deeapitatior of itie- 
I'-ml, at Foiitefract. W iddiitl continued in tire Crown, till Henry 
tlu‘ Eiglit ii gniiitird it to George Canot^, and John Gill, hjs soir-in-law, 
who had aflcnwards jrosscssiorr of the whole nr.uior, . His.grandson, 
also luuncd John, was SlieritV of Herts hr the seventeentli of Eliza¬ 
beth; aiwl was succeeded by George, bis .son, who was knighted- 
in the first of James the First. He sold tlris estate to John Goul- 
Sion, Esq. a Prolhonotarv cff the Court of Conunon Pleas, from 
whose descendants it was purchased hv the late IJrabazoii Ellis, 
Jls(|. He sold it to Iris father-in-law, John Hecton, Esq. of 11«1- 
fords, ill Es.sex; but it is now, or was lately, the seat of Thomas* 
Calvert, Esq. In Widdial Church are various nionumenls, in at 
< bapel w hich runs the whole length of the north side, of the Gill 
and Goulston lamiiies, together with an inscriptioD in memory of 
(tEORr.F. C.wo.S', Gent, who built the chajrei in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth. Ou a Eras* in tire Chapccl is the effigies of 
Dame Margaret, only daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas 
Ncvil, Knt. and wife to Sir Robert Southwell, Knt. Master of 
the Rolls: she died in Decetrrber, 1575, at the age of fifty-five. 
The windows of the Chapel have been ornamented with painted 
glass in a very sit|rcriur style, representing various eveiil.s iii the 
History of Our Saviour; some of tire subjects arc yet perfect. 

At THROCKIN’G was formerly a seat of the Soames,. Baronets, 
now deiuoliAhed. Sir- Thomas Soatne, Bart. lies buried in the 
Chru-cb. The estate belongs to the family of Elwes of Roxby, in 
Liiicobrsliire, who inclosed the PuikUerc The R‘'ctor of Throi k- 

Voi VII M.akch, ISOti. rug 
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iiig hai no house, nor any land, in the parish, except the Chureh- 
yard; a circumstance almost unparalleled. 

ASPENDEN, or Aspeden, adled Abmdene in tlie Domes<lny 
Book, was granted by the Conqueror to Eudo Dapifi-r. In the 
time of Edward the First it bdonged to John de Wengham, Pre¬ 
centor of Sf. Pawl's, and eontinned in he* family till the time of 
Edward the Fourth, when ft passed to Sir Balph Jocelyn, b> his 
marriage with Elizabeth, daughter and behess of Willram Ih-rkley. 
Sir Ralpit seas twice Lord Mayor of London; and was made Knight 
of the Bath at the CoronatioD of Elizabeth Gray, Fxlward the 
Fourth's Queen. He died in 1478; and his wife surviving him, 
married, secondly, Sir Robert Clifford, third son of Loid Clifford, 
who had tbb manor in her right. Being imp^eated in the conspiracy 
for asserting the rights of Perkin Waolieck, be was arrested; hut ob¬ 
tained his pardon by making known tbcpartietilars of the plot. Sal¬ 
mon supposes his estate to have been restored to Wm wily for his life, 
as iu the next reign, Aspenden was heW by tbc Crown; and was 
finally granted, by Faiward the Sixth, to John Ph%>ot, Esq. on a 
fee-farm rent id '28i. annually. Ho sold it to Sir Ralph Sadteir, 
of Standon, whose son. Sir Thomas, again sold it to \tiliiam and 
Ralph Freman, brothers and merciniits, of Loudon, wlio made 
the Manor-House their place of residence. Rai|di, sou of William, 
died possessed of rt is l0t»5; W'illhim, his grandson, left, l)\ Ca¬ 
therine, Ilk wife, (sister and heiress to Sir Henrj Po|k' Blount,) 
an only daughter iwid heiress, named Catlieiine, who married 
the Hon. Cliarles Yorke, sou of the first Lord Hardwick, and tatlier 
of the present Lord: by this marriage most ot the tiunily e.stafes 
came into tlw Yorke fimiily; but .Asjiendeu bad been prexiouslv sold 
to the Duke of Bnccleugh, and afterwards to the Boidiros • Chailes 
Boldero, Esq, who resides at AspkdEN Hau., is now owner. 

In the Hall Park is th£ village Chutch, a small fabric, dcdiciited 
to St. Mary, and caiitaiimig various monuments and inscriptions 
in memory of tlie Fremartn. Here also is a handsome inunument 
in memory of Syr Robert Ci.YrPOHO, ‘ late Kyiight for tlie 
Body to the most excellent Prince, Kyng Hrnri the vii, and 
Master of liis Ordinauncc.' He died ou tbc til'tceiilh of Mareli, 
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in tl>e twenty-third of the above Sovereign. TTie slab which covert 
tlic tomb is inlaid with cunous Brass figures of the Knight and his 
Bddy in attitudes of prayer. In the ctecel wkidow was the por* 
trait and arms of Sir Ralph Sitcefyn, w!io has been mentioned as 
an owner of this manor. Hie fihtner has been removed; but an 
ongrasing from it was pub&hcd in the year In the Church- 

yatd is a memoria! for JOHN and Martha Ward, the parents 
of Seth Ward, Bishop of Salisbtiiy. 

BENNINGTON, called Belintone in the Domesday Book, was 
a seat of the Mercian Sovereigns; and here, according to Spel- 
man, a great Council of nobility and prelates was assembled about 
the year «50, under King Bertulph, who, on the complaint of 
Askill, a Monk of Choyland, of the great dei'astatioiis committed 
on the property of that Monastery by the Danes, granted the Monks 
a new charter of divers ‘ splendid liberties,’ and several extensive ma¬ 
nors. Ill the time of Bdwani die Confessor, it was held by Aimer, 
sumamed De Belintone; but afier the Conquest, it became the pro¬ 
perty of Peter de Voloincs, as aiqiears from the Domesday Book, 
which also states, that h«e was a Priest, and a park of deer; 
Rarcus .silratican bestiarum. 

Bol>ert de Valoiiies, grandson of Peter, left a daughter and 
heiress, married to Robert Fitm-W’altcr, who by lier had two daugh¬ 
ters, the eldest of w horn married William de Magnaville, Earl of 
Essex, but died witiiout issue: tiic youngest had three daughters; 
Lora, tlie secoiul of wlmm, married Henry de l^liol, and bad is¬ 
sue a sou, Alexander de Baliol, who, iii the thirteenth of Edward 
the First, conveyed this manor td John de Benstede; and the 
grant was eoufiriucd by tile King in the following year. In the 
thirty-thiid of the same Sovereign, a chatter of a weekly market, 
and a fair annually, was granted to him for this manor; but the 
former has long fallen into disuse. This John de Benstede was 
made a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, m the third of Ed- 

N 2 ward 

< la a quarto pamphlet. Intituled, ‘ A Survey of the present State 
of Aspeden Church, Herts.’ Copies of all the inscriptions for the Fre- 
natii in the Church arc inserted in this publication. 
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ward the Second; and Dugdalc liai. enumerated him among tilie 
Barons of England; yet as he had siunnions to Farlituncnt only in 
•nc year, and as in that year the Judges and Kii^s Couiim I are 
promiscuously named among the Barons, it way he picMimed 
that he was not snnuuoncd as a Peer. In his fannly this manor 
continued during several generatmus; hut early in (lie reign of 
Henry tlie Seventli, it was sold to Sir William Say, Knt. who had 
considerable possessions in tliis county, ami in Essex. 

Sir William Say had two dawghteix, Elissaiieth, mauied to Wil¬ 
liam, land Montjoy; and Mary, niarrimi to Henry Bouehier, 
Earl of Essex: the former had ksue, a daughter, (leitiude- after 
whose decease this manor, by'^’ttlenirnt, demlxisl cm \iiiie, the 
only daughter of her aunt liy the Eirl ot L.-ex. rhi-> lady con¬ 
veyed it in inaniagc, with other estates, to Sir William Farre-, 
Lord Parre, of Kendal, rsdio was atlers^aixls created Eiil of Es¬ 
sex ; though bis children, by the Lady Auiie, kid, in the pieced- 
ing year, been bastanlized by the Parliament. In the fust of Ed¬ 
ward tiu; Sixth, he was adtam sd to tiie dignify of .Marr[nis of 
Northampton; and iu the fumth ol' the same Mouurdi, made 
Great Chamberlain of England. 'Flic ytar follmmig. he marited 
Elizabeth, daughter to George. Lord Cobliam; and tlnii pro¬ 
cured a special ,\et of Parliameiil to disannul iiis foiiner maiii.i"e, 
and to ratify this, as well as l« legitimate the diihlren wliidi he 
might have by his second wife. After the death ot Eiward tile 
Sixth, he su)iporKd tlte rlaiins <^the Ludy Jane (oey ; for wliuli 
he was afterwards arraigned, and coiulcmned to die; but lie was 
respited by the Queen, luid ’'restored in blood before the end of 
the same year. His estates, however, weie not le^t(il•ed; and hi 
the third and fourth of Philip and IMan, Beiiiiiiigitm, and others 
of his manors, were granted; for forty ycai-., in trust, tor Anne, 
Viscountess Boucliier, and Lady I^vatiie, provided the late Mar¬ 
quis, Sir William Parre, sliould< live so long, bi llie twelfth of 
Elizabeth, that Sovereign granted the reveision of this inanot to 
Walter, Viscount Hcrelord, to hold in soccage under a yearly rent 
ef44l. 4is. 2d. 'fliis nobleman, who was descended ftoni Cicely, 
sister and heiress of Henry Bouehier, Eail of lissex, w i- two year, 

•lUirwardv 
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aAcr»a((i« advanced to that title; and m the folkwing yeai, he 
Hit ill judgment as a Peer on the Duke of Noiftdk. He married 
Lettice, daughter of Sir Francis KnoUis, and had two sons, Ro¬ 
bert and Walter; but dying in be devised Bconingtou to 

his widow, who, in the thiity-scwentb of £tizabetb, in conjunctiou 
with her tlien husband, Sir Christoi^r Blonnt, and Robert, Earl 
of F&ses, the unfortunate favorite of Ekzabetb, her eldest son, 
eoiivcycd it to Thomas Crompton, Esq. and his heirs; lie settled 
it ill jointure upon Mary, his w^e; and a court was lield here in 
botli tlwir uumes, in the forty-first of Eliaabetth, 

By wiKit means this manor again inverted to the l^ri of Essex, 
xioes not appear; but in tbc first of James the First, it was pos¬ 
sessed b> Birhard, Earl of Clanrickard, in right of his wife, Fran¬ 
ces, widow of Robert, Earl of Essex, to whose son, Robert, third 
I^rl of Esses, it afterwards deitoeiided, and continued in his pos¬ 
session tilt after his dtvuroe from the infamous I>ady Frances How¬ 
ard, his fiist wife, in tlie year He then sold it to Sir Julius 

C'.u'sar, Knt. us appears from the following {laesage in a soiume of 
manuscripts, written by Chark-s Cwsar, F.«q. gn-at grandson to 
Sir Julius, and now in the poss&ssioD of a female desoendant of 
t)ie (\csars, with many other writings belonging to the family. 

“ The Fuirl of Essex, aft«r the dhwix*, was sententx:d to pay 
buck his I.nd\'s {wrtion; and fo raise part of it, lie sold his huut- 
ing-house, with a large jtark of deer, and bbmannourof Beniiing- 
tuii, in Hartfordsliire, to Sir Jtdios Ciesar, Knt. .Master of the 
Rolls in C hancery, and a Privy Counsdier to Khig James the First, 
King of Great Britain, tor tbe sum of fourteen tiHiusand pounds.”^ 

N 'J .Sir 

• 111 the very intercstiiig ‘ Memoinsofthe Peers of FnrIi.nJ, during 
tlio reign of James the Fir«,' by S. £. Urydges, Esq. is inserted a full 
at.count of the abandoned conduct of this wretched woman, as well as 
1.1 the disgracolul proceedings tiiat tsttended the obtaining of the divorce. 

t Caesar's MSS. Fol. f. p. 8. An interesting selection from these ina- 
ruscripts is intended to be published in I'le course of the present year, 
with biographital sketches, and portraits of several of the Cssar family, 
from original paintings and miniatures. 
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Sir Julius Cscsar, who was ai>pouitc<l Master of Ihe Rolls in 
1610 , and made one of the Lords Commissioners for the custody 
of the Great Seal m 1620, died in l636, at the age of seventy-seven, 
and was buried in St, Helen’s Church, London: but if tlic information 
in Cliauncy is correct, this manor must have l)ecn conveyed to his son 
and heir, Sir Charles Caesar, very soon afterhe had purchased it from 
the Earl of Essex, as Sir Charles is recorded to have held a court here 
in April, l6l4.* Ibis gentleman, who, like his father, was an 
eminent civilian, was appointed Master of tire Rolb in 1^38; 
and, after being twice married, and basing fifteen children bv both 
svives, died of the small-pox, at Bennington, in the year 1 b’ K): 
this disease proved fatal also to several of hb issue, and among 
them, to Julius, his eldest sursiving son, who dying ss itliin a few 
days, was buried in the same grave ssitli bis father. 

Henry, his next son, and heir, represented this county in the 
two first Parliaments Ireld in tlie reign ofCliftrles Utc Second; and 
he was knighted by that Sovereign in 1 660: he also died of the small¬ 
pox, ill January, l6'b7, S, and was succeeded by Charles, his se¬ 
cond son, who was knighted in October, 3671, at Caiiibridgi’, on 
fhe King’s \isit to that University. This gentleman, with his liro- 
ther-iivlaw. Sir 'Hiomas Pope Blount, represented this siiire iii the 
Convention Parliament, iii the first of W illiaiii and Mary, and dy¬ 
ing in August, 1694 , was succeeded by bis eldest son, Charles, 
in whose family this manor continued till the year 174 3 , when it 
was sold, by the devisees in trust under lib will, to the tinstces un¬ 
der the will of Sir John Cheshbe Kiit. some time Sergeant at L.iw; 
whose son, Rolwrt Cheshire, Esq. married one of the daughteis 
and coheirs of Mr. Charles Ca?sar. His great nephew, John 
Cheshire, Esq. is the present possessor, and resides in a small 
mansion near the site of the aiuaeiit Casti.e at Beimingtpn, which 
stood westward from the Churrb, and most probablylOi'cupuHl 
tlie si)ot whereon stood the Pabee of tlie Saxon Kings: the artifi- 
cbl mount of the Keep, w^}i the surropiiding ditch, ate still to be 

^ seen. 

0 Chauncy's Herts, p. 34 j, Cliauncy docs not appear to have known 
that 3k Julius C%sar was ever in possession of Bennington. 
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sc«n. Tlio old iitunor-house, that Iiad be«i iububited by the Cae¬ 
sars, stoofl ill (be park, at a distance from the village, but was 
bflrat down lietween thirty and forty years ago; and a smaller 
tdiiioc, since erected on tlie site, was lot some years occupied by 
Mr. llitilock, a well-known geutktaan of the turf. 

Hcimiugton C/turch is a small fabric, deilicafed to St. Peter, 
consisting of a nave and chancel, with a tmser at tlie west end, 
aud a Cliapel, or burial-place, connected witli the chancel on the 
north. Here are two auckut monuments, under arches, which 
form part of (hem, eadi exhibiting recumbent figures of a Knight 
and a Lady. Tlie most wicient, or that to tlie west, has a pointed 
arch, with pmnacics; and tlie Knight is cross-legged: this, from 
the arms, gules, three bars gemcHs, Or, is eviilcrilly a Bcmiede. 
The other Knight is represented wilii a collar of SS, under a flat 
arcli, and is doubtless for a Uenstede also, as the whole monument 
is of a date long prior to tlial at which tlie family parted with tliis 
estate. M.itiy of tiie Caesars he buried iiere; and iimoDg them 
Sir Chakles Cjvsxb., Knt. son ol'Sir Julius Cat-ur, wiio died 
in lliW, at thoageoffifty-uiiic;aiKlhistwowives; Anne, d.uigh- 
tcr of Sir Peter Vaulore; and Jane, daugiitw to Sir Edward 
B<ui.liam, KqL some time Lord ^fuynr of Loudon; tlie former 
died ill June, i625, at the age of thirty-three; and the latter iu 
Juno, l6dl, iu her sixtiedi year. The iknistcde family aie sup- 
]iosed to have built Uiis Church, as their anns arc disjilayed both 
u])oa the roof, and on the tower: in a niche, over the south porch, 
is a statue of St. Michael and the Dragon, 

Y.VKDLEY was giien by Kti^ Athdstan to the Canons of St. 
Paul’s, London, and it still belongs to that Church, Tlie Manor- 
llous,*, called YaRDEEV Bury, luw become nwiunrable from its 
having been the residence of the ancient flunily of the tVinmnyf, 
during upwards of two centiities; and here StR Henry Ch.vun- 
l Y wrote his History of this County. The Ciiauncys derived their 
name from Cbaunci/, near Amiens, in Pkaidy; an<l one of them 
coming to Ihiglund with the Conqueror, ap|iears to have settled 
in Yorkshire, where his son William purchased the manor of Stir- 
penback, and resided iu Uie time of Heury the First. W'alter, his 

N ♦ 'on, 
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son, succeetleU him in his title of Barou, ami held his nmnor of 
the King, in capiie, by the fourth part of a Barony: iu the iicvt 
reign , he gave the King, Stephen, 151, for liberty to marry whom 
he pleased. His descendants held Scirpadiach till tl)e time of 
Richard the Second, when it was alienated, in exchange for lands 
ill this county. John Chauucy, Esq. sou and heir of Sir Williaui 
Chatuicy, late Baron of Sdrpenbacb, settled at Gilston, in Herts, 
having married the daugitier of William Gifford, the owner of tlmt 
manor, which was then called Overhall. He died in the twcnlj- 
second of Ilemy the Sixth; and was succeeded by Jolui, his son, 
who married Anne, daughter of.Sir John Leveutliorj), of Sabridge- 
Mortli, with nhoiu be bad a portion of forty marks. His grand¬ 
son, Maurice, became a monk in the Charter House, and, with 
the oilier brethren ou tliat foundation, was condemned to die, for 
denying the supremacy of Henry the Eiglilh, He .escai>ed, how¬ 
ever, from prison, and settling at Bruges, became Prior of tlic 
Monastery of English Carthusians. He was aftenvards Confessor 
to Queen Mary; hut, on her death, was obliged to return to his 
convent,, where he died iu the twetity-third of Elimbeth. George, 
second sou of his brother Henry, wlio iiad iuherited the estate, 
married Jane, daughter and heiress of John Cornwall, Esq. of 
Yardley; through which marriage the Bury became liic residence 
of the elder branch of the family. Henky, great gramlson of 
thi.s George, tlie celebrated historian of Herts, rereissd the 
rudiments of his education at Bishop Stortford, and was afler- 
.wards entered of Cains College, Cambridge. Thence he re¬ 
moved to the' Midille TelUple, and was called to the Bar in 
1656 ’. In 10’75 he ssas made Bencher; and, in the .same year, 
cliosen Steward of tlie Borough Court in Hertford, of whi< h also, 
' in 168 ( 1 , he became Recorder. In the following )ear be was knighted 
by diaries the Second; and in 168 S, was made Treasurer of thq 
Inner Temple. Thii!^ jears afterwards, he was made Sergeant at 
Law, and Judge of ftte of the circuits of SoutJi Wales. He died 
iu 1700 . His ‘ Hifatl^l Antiquities of Hertfortishire' is a scry sa- 
Inable'^Ork, tliol)^'blended ssith some iimerurarics, and pos¬ 
sessing tbaiffeoimuOa defect of its time, an almost total disregard 

to 
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to Ibe tlcseripUoii of buildings, and the notice of styles of arclii-' 
lecture: this deficiency, however, wWi respect to various ajicient 
maiior-liouscs, i» jjiarlly compensated for by the plates. Sir Honi^ 
married Jsyie, daughter of I'raiicis Ftycr, Esq. of Brent Pelham 
llidi, by wliom he liad issue, three sous and four daughters. 

WAl.KERN, which anciently belonged to the Lords Fitz-Wal- 
tcr, by inberitiuicu from the Ve 'Burghs and Lamalkis, and dc» 
scended (bn>iig!» tbe Maveschah', by ti|e nrarriage of an heiress, 

the Lords Morley, is ojie of the most ancient possessions of 
the Cajiel*, Earls of Essex, in this couiitj'; it liaving been pur¬ 
chased by Sir William Capel, Knt. in the twenty-first of Henry 
tlic Seventh, from Sir Edward Howard, Knt. and Alice, bis wife, 
>i-t«r and lieiress of Henry, Lord Morley. Tlie Bury, or Manor- 
house, is surrounded by a moat, and is now occupied as a farm. 
In the Church, bcoesUi an arch on the south wall, is a defaced 
ftligies of a Kuight Tanplar, 

rius parish, and its neiglibaurhood, wore ^atly ablated about 
the coiumencemeut of the last century by an alarm of Wuchcrufl, 
H'))(iled to have been exercised on die persons of two serrunt maicU 
and a boy, by a poor woman named Jane Wenham, and who 
was tried for tbe saidtiime at tbe.Hertfonl Assizes, before Judge 
Powel. Some time before her trial, tin; culprit had the weak¬ 
ness to confess hersdf guilty of the alleged crime; and though 
site aflorwartU accounted for this confession, as arising from fear, 
it appears to have had cofasidcrahle iufiueircc on the minds of 
the jurymen, svho pronounced a verdict of guilty, I'olwithslanding 
the cadeavinirs of the benevolent Judge to explain the evidence 
brought against her;* and wliicli cxideuce was dearly the result 
oi a strmig prejudice, operating on ixeak and superetitious minds. 

The 

■ Judje Povvet is said to liavc presided vvl;pn another woman was 
arruigntd on a similar ridiculous charge of M'iichcraft, and one of ihe 
witnesses gave evidence that the prisoner could liy I ()n this the Judge 
asked the woman if it really was so: she answered in the a'.hnnatisc; 
uhcn ilic Judge, with a promptitude of expression, svhicli evinci d i!.c 
superiority of hit undersunding, io!d her, ‘ So she might, if she v ; 
he knew of no law against it.’ 
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Tbe Judge reprieved her; and slic afterwards had a free pardon, 
and lived several jears on a small ailowance from the parish. 

* STEVENAGE, anciently, called Stigenkace, and Stigenkaugf/t, 
k a respectable village, pleasantly situated on the high north road, 
and consisting of one large and several lesser streets. Hie manor 
«as given, by Edward Uie Confessor, to tlie Abbey of Wcstinin* 
ster; and it contuiued annexed to that foundation till Henry the 
Eighth converted tin* Abbey into a Bishoprir, This being dis- 
sulved by Edwaid the Sixth, Stmmach, with Astmell, and other 
manors in Herts, Hiat bad formed jiart of its estates, were granted 
to the See of London, to which they have ever since belonged, ex- 
cqiting tor a slxwt period in the reign of Queen Mary. Monieinc, 
Bishop of London in tiie tinm of James the First, procured from 
that King tbe grant of a weekly market, and three fairs annually, 
for this manor; and a charter of confiyiuation, with bberty to ah 
ter tlie market-day, was obtained in tlie fifth of William and Ma¬ 
ry. the contiguity of the market towns of Baldock and liitchin, 
have tended, however, to the decay of this. Hie Church is a siimll 
structure, dedicated to St, Nicholas, aud consisting of a mne, 
chancel, and aisles, witli a small chapel on each side the cliancel, 
and a tower at tbe west end; two niches for holy water remain 
near tlie altar. Tlie population of tliis parish, as returned in 
ISOl, was 1254; the number of bouses was '267. 

On tbe east side of tlie h%h road, about three quarters of a 
mile southward from Stevenage '«ie six Is^ Borrows lying in a 
row; two or three of them base been,|i^ed, hut not any thing 
of consequence was found, prn^bly tbipugh tbe oiieiiings not l>c- 
tng carried to a suificteut : they appear to be com|>oscd of 
gravel and fine clay. Theio|pmuli have been thought of Danish 
origin; and with some p^^hility; the names of Dane-End, 
Danes Field, Mundane, ,^iyt and little, &c. having been cou- 
feired on different places ^^IIhs part of the county. 

ASTON was ancient dl^Ksneof the Saxon Kings, and was given 
by Adeliza, Queen of the First, to the Monks of Reading, 
vvlUt^held it till the DilHl|}uti<m, when Henry the Eighth granted 
it* to Sir John Botelef^^jkfWatton Wooi-IIall. The House now 

stajjdiiig 
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utandirtg at Aston Place, has marks of earlier antiquity than 
the tinte of tiie kist mentioned Sovereign, particularly in the lower 
pdrt; it is a brick building, with curiously oraatneatcd chinuie^'s. 

WATFON, at tlic i)eriod of the Domesday Survey, was divided 
between the Archbishop of Canterbury, tlte Abbot of West- 
nuiister, Earl Alan, and the King; but in tire reign of Henry the 
First, had mostly concentrated in Peter de Valoincs. FrOmhii 
family it was transferred to the Btilioh, and wras granted by Akx- 
adder de Ihdiol, to Robert Aqudlon, a famous Baron in the time 
of Henry the Third. It afterwards passed through the isuniUcs of 
D'Aubeni, atirl Pcietoyt, to that ofBoteler, which had been seaTed 
at Oversley, in Warwickshire, in the lime of Henry the first. In 
this celebrated family it continued till the yem: 1/78, wher! it was 
sold, by John Palmer Boteler, Esq. to Sir Hiomas Rumbold, Bart, 
late Governor of Madras, who died in 179t» *<od was buried in 
Watton Church. It was afterwards sold, by the trustees under 
liis will, to the notoriotts Paul BentSeld, Esq. and since the failure 
of him, and his partner, W'alter Boyd, it has again been sold ta 
Samuel .Smith, Esq, the present possessor.* 

W.ATEON WOOD-HALL, the beautiful seal of this gentleman, 
occupies one of the finest situations iu the county. It is a spacious 
and elegant mansion, standing on an em'uicncc iu a large Park, 
lioblv dnersified by hill and vale, and watered bv several small 
streams, wliich flow into the river Beane in its course lluough tlie 
grounds. Tlie woods aie extensive, and many of the trees are of 
great magnitude, and luxuriant growth. Saimou records that tire 
cut-water to the Royal Sovereign was wrought out of a single live 
from tliis park, and which it zeqiured eighteen horses to draw 
when slil.t The undent mamion of the Botelers was mostly d/'- 
stroyed by fire in the year 1772: it was a noble quadrangidar 
building, with a gateway of bikk flanked by round tow'ers, and * 

galleiy 

V " Sir Tliomas Rumbold bought the e-Wate, of about 5000 acres, 
for 85,0001. wood included : it lately sold for 150,0001. timber c.vcJod- 
ed.*’ Gaierul ficK (jt'the jigrkultdrt qf HertSt ^ A. Young, Enj. 


t Hist, of Herts, p. £18. 
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^lleiy 300 feet long. Tlie present mansion wns erected l>j Sn 
Tijomas Kumbold, and is fitted up uitb great taste and elegance. 

.In.Watton Church are rarious.Brakes, with inscriptions, aiid 
other monutnents in memory of (he Botelers, said to have been 
preserved fiom diiapidation in the time of the Civil Wars, by tiie 
care of an Oliverian who resided at Bardolfh a manor suhoKlinale 
to Watton. Tlie most aicient of the brasses ie|)irseiits a Kiiiglit 
in armour, o£ the Piltioyt family, svbo died in tlie reign of I'd- 
ward the Third: this is supfsosed to be Shr Ralph PfletoU, vs hose' 
grand daughter, Catlieruie, conveyed the estate to the Boteieis, 
hv her marriage with Ralph Boteler. The liisrription in nitoioiy 
of Sii Philip, his grandson, i» now lost, but it is thus recoidi d by 
\Vecvcr. 

£?it JaCft corpus Demini i^hdippi ISut'ler militif quonUsm 
vDomtni he CStophliaU, et hutas Cctlraie Iftatroni, qui obijt m 
f«to ffcaacil C-fonatht, anno Donum Spi. et Ec* 

cm btnuci quiitti post eHonquestum Plttmo. €uius anttre 
propitietut Dtus. amen. 

,\gaiust the noitli wall is a large ami cosily monument iii iix-mo- 
r> of PhilIp Boterer, Ewj. and his wife Elizabei h, daueli- 
fer and eo-Lciiess of William Ettrieke, Esq. The loiiiier died iii 
May, ins, in his thirty-first year, ami having no issue, bequeath¬ 
ed Walton to John Boteler, Esq. liie son of his g-Mat-iUKle. On 
a shib in the south aisle, are brasses of JsdwMHt/Kal. 
Jldviund Lti)do(f, Esq. his son; aud Joan JSuido!/, wile of liic 
latter; all of whom .i[)|fear t<» have died in the lime of Henry the 
Hivlh. 

SACOMBE, called Setevhetnpe in the Domesday Book, was, in 
tlie time of tlie Coiiqucrof^ llie jiroperty of IPeter de Valoiiies, or 
Valoignes, from whose fiiMiily it Jiasscd by tnariiage into that of 
Fitz-Walter. Gundredi^ daughter of Robert Utls-Waltcr, had 
issue three daugliter%Ai|b’ co-heiresses; of whom Isabel, the 
youngest, married DjraECoroyn, whose grandson, Edward, left 
two daughters: the named £k)femia, married William d«' 

Ta Becfae; and thews liiuglitcr and heiress. Elizabeth, was twice 

uiariicd; 
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marricJ: first, to Sir Roger l^mrogge, <*bo died in the forty-ninth 
«f Edward the TTiird; and secondly, to Sir John Holt, a Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas in the lime of Richard the Second. 
In the eleventh of thsrt Sovcrei^i, this Sir J«Ao was, with ll»e other 
Judges of the different courts, assembled at Nottinglnim Castle, 
on the twenty-fifth of August, when divers' questions were pro- 
poim(le<l to them by the King, coucenawng the |»roccedings' of the 
Duke of Glocester, and other Lor^ of his party, in the last Par- 
h’ainent at Westminster: the answers rctamed were so obsequious 
to the King's will, and so offensive to the Lords implicated by tlie 
questions, tl«t soon afterwards, when tlie Dukd of Glwesler, and 
his friends,;, editained the ascendancy. Sir John Holt was, iviiir 
others of (h© Judges, cojideimied to death by the I’arltairtcnl; and 
his iantb and goods were cmifiscated. His life, liowever, was 
spared at the (^leen’s infermsion, under condition of j>erj)ctii,ii 
exile, with the allowance of% certain portion of money tor hk 
Miaintcnance- 

'I'liis niiujor was afterwards the projverty ^ lire Babthoqres, am 
aiieieiit Yorkshire fimiily, in which it coutiiiucd from the fifteeulh 
of the reign of Henry the %\th, till the beginuing of that of 
Henry tlie Seventh, when it passed by an heiress to WUliam 
Plumpton, Esq. front whose descendants it was purchased by Sir 
Ilobert Boteier, Knt- of Watton Wood-ihUL He diet! possessed 
of this estate, in the year k 622 i and Jane, his dnughter and 
heiress, conveyed it in marriage to John, Lord Cellasis, of Wor- 
ktbv, in IJncoinsbire: who commanded ia tlie cause of Charles 
tlic First, and wu© afterwards Governor of Tmigiers. By hinr it 
w as sold to Sir Jolm Gore, who, in the time of J.-uues the Second, 
resold it to Sir Thomas Roll, a younger son of the Holts of Bed- 
fbrdsliire, and President of the East India Coinpimy at Surat. His 
great grandson, Thonucs dying in 1758, it descended to the two 
sisters and co-heiresses of tl»c latter: Mary, the only sister who 
had issue,, married Timothy Caswall, Esq. LL. D. one of the 
Commissioners of the Excii^, and some time representative for 
Hertford, who dted seiaed of tiiis manor ia 1802, and was < ic- 
ceeded ’uy his son, George Caswall”, Esq. w ho is now ow . i lie 



HMTrOSDSHrBK. 


Sts 

ancient manor house, which was atuated in Saaomhe Parlk, was pull¬ 
ed dow by the late Mr. Caswali, adio erected the present residence 
of the femilvj called Cdt-D Habbovb, at some distance from‘Jt. 

At TEMPLE CHELSlNGj intlie Parish of Benjeo, was a Pre- 
CEPTORV of Knights Templars, the site of which still remains, 
surrounded by a moat. 

In UTTLE MUNDANE Church, beneath tlic arches between 
the chancel and a chapiil on the north side* are two ancient altar 
monuments, on each of which are the effigies of a Knight in ar¬ 
mour, and his Lady; oa one of them are several sliklds of anns, 
much defaced. Who these mohomeuts were intended to comrac- 
morafe is unknown. 

At ROWNEA, in the Parish of Great Mundane, or Mundane 
Furnivall, was a BENEDICTINE Nunnehy, founded about the 
tenth of Henry the Second, by Conan, Duke of Bretagne, and 
Eurl of Richmond, a descendant from Earl Alan, to whom this 
manor was given by the Conqueror, as an appendage to the Honour 
of Richmond. The possessions of the Nuns were increased by 
different benefactors; yet their revenues were so rcduc«^ in the 
time of Henrj' tlie Sixth, that Agnes Selby, the Prioress, obtained 
the King’s license to resign her estates to John Fray, Lord Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer, who, wWi Henry’s permission, applied 
them to found a Chantry of one Priest in the Parisli Church; the 
iuromc of this foundation was estimated at 13l. 10», 5)(i. ammally, 
in the time of Henry tlje Eighth. Hie Priory buildings were con¬ 
verted into a farm, and the HalljYt remains :the .site of the Chapel 
may also be traced near tlic larui^house. 

In the year 1729 , two laborei»J|6gging a trench in Ijtmonfield, 
in the Parish of WEST.MlLt, doMvered « two large Homan ves^ 
•els, of pale reddish earth, poir^ at the bottom, and having hain 
dies, with wrac letters on but containing only dirt ami 

chalkthe letters F ILL N\ mere stamped on the narrow neck 
of one of them.* 

HAMELLS was purchascd ln the time of Elizabeth by Sir Jolio 
Brograve, Attorney GeneraiHifer the Duchy of Lancaster, who re¬ 
ceived 

Gough’s Camden, I. p. 345 5 from Ward’s MSS. 
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«eiv6d his honor of knighthood from James f!ie First. Ik built 
the Manor-House here: and in his descendants the estate conti¬ 
nued till tlic deaUi of Sir Thomas Brograve, Bart, the thir<! of his 
family wli© bore tke title, in the year 17 W- It was afterwards 
sold, under an order of tl»c Court of Chancery, to Ilalph Freniaii, 
Esq. of Aspeden, who greatly iinjM-oved the house and grounds, 
and coiiaderably enlarged the park. From him it descended, by 
the marriage of an heiress, to the present Eswl of Hardwick, 
who sold it to the late Jtdin Meliish, Esq. 'JPhe grounds are laid 
out with nwch taste, and display some very beautiful landsca|)es, 

BIl.\UGHING, called Brachinges in the Domesday Book, was 
ancient efemesne of the Saxon Kings, and was giren by tlic Con- 
qncTor to Earl Eustace; but on his rCbdlioii in the next reign, it 
was seized by William Rufus; and afterwards remained in the Crown 
till the time of King Stephen, wlio grwte4 lauds here, of the year¬ 
ly value of lOOs. to the Clmrch of the Holy Trinity, in lanjdon, iu 
perjx-tual alms. Tliis grant was confirmed by the Empress Matuf, 
who bestowed the remakider of the manor on tlie same founda¬ 
tion ; and it coritiiiuetl attached to it till the period of the Dissolu¬ 
tion, when Henry the Eigirtfa granted it to the Lonl Chancellor 
Audlcy: but it has since passed ftiroogh a tariety of families. The 
weekly mmket, which had been granted to tlie jpanons of the Holy 
Trinity by Stephen, has been Icmg disuscrl. 

The Church* at Braughing is a bmtdsomc building, consisting of 
a nave, chancel, and aisles; with a Chapel, now divided into a 
School-room, and Vestry, on tlic north side of the chancel. Tlii.s 
Chapel was erecferl by Simeon Brograve, Esq. son and lieir of Sir 
John Brograve, Kn^. of Haiuelts, as a family burial-place; and 
round it, on the inside, is tliis inscription: JIac Cupeila /uii ci- 

trhaa 

• “ Near the Church-yard, ('ays Salmon, Hist, of Hens. p. 232,) is 
■n old House, »lpresent the habitation of poor families: it was given, 
with all sorts of furniture, for tlie use of weddings. 'I'hey carried their 
pfovisions, and had a Is'ge kitchen, with a caldron, large spits, and 
dripping-pan; a large room for entertainment and merriment; and a 
lodgiag-roora, with bride bed, and g6..»d linen : some of this furniture 
was lately in being.” 
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triicta propriis sutttptibm SlMEONlS BboCRAVE, Arm. Domini 
Manerii dc li AM ELLS, in locum SepuUttne pro mortuit tiki a: 
Domus ct pa- Dominum dicti Manerii suUinenda perpctuoque ly- 
paranda. Gloria Patri et filio ct.Sfnritm Sancto, In tliis Clia- 
pcl, niany of the Bro^nves lie buried. Various memomls for 
otlier families aj^)ear in different jKirts of the Cliiirch. 

Salmon supposes Braugbiti!; to have been the Cmnromuc,'i<t of 
the Itineran’, bat on r ery insu'licient grounds, and he Jtas not been 
supported by other authorities. His strongest argument is de¬ 
duced from an ancient Encampment, traces of which may be 
distiiiguibhcd to the south of the village, on a rising ground above 
tlie confluence the Rib and the Quin. Not any tliscoveries, 
bowever, have been made litre to Juslily his supposition of its ever 
having been occupied by the Romans. 

AI-BURY, called Eidcherk in the Domesday Book, was iit the, 
time of the Conqueror the property of the Bishops of London j 
but- in Henry the Scrond’s reign, Hugh <fe Bokelaiul was Lord 
here, who obtained bis surname from the Manor of Bokchmd ia 
this Hundred. William de‘Bokehtiul, his sq», who w as Sheriff of 
Cornwall in the latter end of Henty the StMsond’s reign, left threw 
daughters, co-bejrcsse.s, the youngest of wbom marriiid Robert de 
Ferrariis. In the next reign it was in to posression of the Baard 
family ; and the daughter and heiress John Baard conveyed 
it in raarriage to John De ia Lee, whostti son, (rcoftrey, represent¬ 
ed Herts in several Parliaments dm the reigns of Erlward tlie 
Second and Third. Sir Wa!l<T, his fflptimlson, who was Loni also 
of Fumeux Pelham, left tliroe sisfen^o-heiresst s. Joan, his se¬ 
cond sister, married Jolin Barley, ftiq. several of whose descen¬ 
dants were Sherifls of this county; the last of whom, William, 
died in the seventh of Elizal>e.ll), lealing two daugUters, by liis wile 
Joyce, daughter of Jolin Perienf, Esq. of Diuswell. Dorothy, the 
elder, by a second marriage, conveyed Albury to the Lexaitlmps, 
on whpsc dcath it became tlivided among his font daughters, co- 
heiifcSes; and afterwards descended in nusieties through diflereut 
families, tin was purchased b;^thc Calverts. Alblry Hali. 
was, in the time of Ciiailesthc Secofjjd, the residencetrf’thc learned 

Sir 
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sir TidwinI A(ki!i>i, wlio was made Chief Barou of the F.xdic(juer 
iu llie year IfiHfi, and had purchased a iiioiely of the nwiior. It 
is* now tlie seal, of Nicliol.soti Calvert, Esij. one of the MeiuherB 
for the Bonnigh of Hertford. 

The Church at Allnirv is dedicated to St, Mary, and contains 
Minie ancient inscriptions and nionuinenls of the Lords of the Ma¬ 
nor. In the nave is an ancient toinh, on which are t!ie effigies of 
a Rniglil in annoiir, and his Lad\; tiic latter Ih^s on the right, u 
l ircnnistance that intluced Salmon to co!ijectnrc that this nionu- 
ineiit xia-v erected in memory of .hha dr. la Lee, and his wife, 
the heiress of the Baard.s; it having hecn occasionally the practice, 
in M'pulchnd ineinoriaK, to give the lady tin right hand, when 
an hi ire.s. 

Lmi.L HADHAIM, or IlADHAM Pahv a, anciently belonged 
to the .^i c of London; and it still pays Castle Cnard to .Stortfoid.* 
In til-' reign of Henry the Third, it. helonged to Sir William de 
Baml. whose grandfather, Sir Nieltolas. was a coinmander against 
the Saraeeiis in the Holy Land. 'I'his Sir William was the }H‘rsoi» 
who gianleil a tat Imek and doe annually to the Dean and (.’auons 
of St. Paul’s, iiir liberty to i nlaige his park with twenty-two acres 
ol’their iainls, at!joining to his seat at Corriiighani, in Es,sex.t In 
hi.s tiiniiiy, many of whom were Sherids of Herts and Es.sex, this 
manor eontimied till tiie year when'I'homas Baud, Es([. 

conveyed it. by indenture to Sir'I’homas Darey, Knt. Lord Dairy, 
and his heirs. Lord Dairy again eonvesed if, with all its aiipur- 
feiianee.s, to Sir William Ca[K’!, in the twentieth of Henry tlie Se¬ 
venth; and Ills de-aeiidanl, the Earl of Esm-x, is now owner. 

In the Churvh are iiiH-riptions for .Anrui R, Loud ('.vit.i., 
Baron of Hadiram, who was beheaded, tor his loyally to Charles 
the First, on the ninth of March, Iti'-fS; El.lzARiri ii, Iiiswile, 
only daughter of Sir Charle.s Moiisoii, Knt. vvho died January 
the twenty-sixth, Juid Henuv Capei., lliiul -on of Lord 

VoL. VH. Maki'H, IKOO'. O Arthur, 

'* S.dmon's Hens, p. -"it. 

t For :ui account cf the curious ceremony with which d.csc nuanaic 
were received by the Deau and Canons, sec \ ui. \ . p. tbU. 
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tmie of William the Tliinl, wlio died at Duhliii, Ma_v (he (hiitielli, 
:i"od lifi_voi:;li!. ^e^cr.tl aiicieni .dahs for (he Baud family', 
but luo^llv tiej)ri\eii ol their lirj'ie.!> and inscri|ilioiis, lue alM* re- 
isaiiiin" here. 

A! (he tiiw of dm ftoin-'day Snrva-y, (lie .Manor of ST.ANPON 
t\as held l>e tlothais, vili' of Biehaid dc'ron( hni"i', in whov (a- 
iwily, the Chiirt., laid'- of lleiifonl, it eiiiitiiiiieil (ill the reiirn oi 
Ealward (lie Sec>Mi<L 'tviien it was eoiivevcd in nunriii're !>' Kliza- 
be.lli, a dan"liler and cf)-Ii* irr<N <'f fillher! deOlare. to 
d'Amory, who prornred a ehartei of (iee-uuneti (or this )naiiot\ 
and had .Mmnrton}> to Barliawient, from the eleventh to the ((iiir- 
teeiith of die above Soveiei,!'!). E'izaheth. "nmd-il.iuL’hier 
Ix’irtss to Elizabeth d'Amorv, I>y her sou Wiliiani dc tin- 

ksue of a tir4 aiarriage with John de Biir'jb. son and lien < (' the 
Earl of Ulster,) married Lionel, Dukeot'Ui. ie.in!. third-nn et' Ihi- 
ward theThiid, Hlioproeured the "rani of a m;nl,>i ocelvl'.. and a 
three davs liiir, tor iJiis manor. I’hilippa, tlu ird.mt'hlor, married 
EdmiUKl Mortimer, Ear! of March; and their arand-dauyhtcr, 
Ann, married Richard of A’ork, wliosc j'l-and-son, lidwaid. wav 
the .successful claimant for the Throne aiiaiiivt Henry tim Sixth. 
After his accession, StandoH remained ve.ded in the Lrown till it 
was given by Henry the Eighth to Ralph .S;m 11< ir, ILi]. This gen- 
tlemiui was a native of Hackney, in Middlesex; and having liceix 
educated uiifler Cromwell, Earl of Essex, he became* his Seciefa- 
ry; and while in tlik situation, attracted the notice of the King, 
by bis knowledge and assiduity in slate affaire Henry recein <J 
him into his own service iu the twculy-sixlh of hi> n ign; ami, w itli- 
in four years afterwards, be was ajrpoinled a jnincipal Secretary 
of Stale, and cinpiloycrl on diffeicnl negoeiations with tire Scotlivli 
court, Henry made him one of the executors to his will; mnl 
soon after lire accent! of Edwmd the Si.xtli, lie was knighti d. 
In lire same year, he acemupauied the I’rotector, .SomciHf, 

to Scotland, a.s jp|n|urer lor the army; and was presi nt at th>- 
del isive kittle or Musscflmrgh, fought on September the lentil 
in this baUle his bravery was so eniiueiitly conspicuous, atid lendcil 
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S'! iniirh fmvar(U tlie wress of tlie ihy, lint he was conslituteil a 
Kiii'iht nanncrcl on the field, tot'olln r witli Sir Fraiiei.iBnaii, ami 
Sfr Ralph V’ane.” Tlie haimcr of l!n- Kiiii> of Scots was taken 
l)y Sir Ralph S.i'tleir in this hatl'c; aii‘1, after Iiis death, was 
placed near his nioimuient in Slandoa tlhurch, where the pole of 
it still reniaiiis. Af'tt.'r the ncees^ioii of Qiweii Mary, he resigned 
hi^ einployineiits, and retired to liii> (>:ale, where lie rehitill the 
Manor-House on the site of Ifie t'ormcr one. In the rei;;n of Eli¬ 
zabeth, he was attain very act in I s einploved iti state affairs, and 
was ineinber of all the foininiltecs of I’.irii.inieut for the trial of 
itic (^iiecn of Scots. He died in liis mansion at Standon, in March, 
I."»,S7, hasine re[>resenfed ibis counts in various R.trlianicnfs, from 
the tliirls-tliird of Heiirylhe Eteiith, to tlie tvventy-eiirhth of Eiiza- 
lielli; k asine three sons, and four dauiihters. Sir Thomas, ins eldest 
son, and siu‘cc'..<(ir. ssa.-. Sheriff of Herts in the thirty-seventh of 
Ehzabetii; and ii;:d the honor of entertaining Janies the I'irst at 
Si.union for two nights, during his progress front Scotland to Lon¬ 
don, He died in l6'oG‘. and was succeeded hy his son Ralph, 
who married Ann, daugirter of the Lord Chief Justice, Sir Edward 
Coke, hut had no Lsne: indeed, the tradition of the place repre¬ 
sents him as never having consuiiiniated the wedding, though he 
lived upwards ot fifty-tiioe years with his wife, ‘ in good correspon¬ 
dence, and in tiie siuiie house.’ On his delUi', Gertrude, his sis¬ 
ter, Mireecded him in the possession of Staudou: she was married 
to tiii Waller .\stoi!, liiiit. who was ambassador at the Court of 
Spain in the time of James the First; and, on his retuni, At'a* 
created Baron Forfar, ol the Kingdom of Scotland. Walter, Lord 
Aston, his second son and heir, married Mary, daughter of the 
Lord Treasurer W'eston: be obtained a new grant for a Friday 
market at Siandon, and two fairs annually; but these have been 
long disused. The co-heiresses of the last Lord Aston, sold tlie 
estate and manor, between twenty and thirty yeare ago, to ^V^l♦ 
liam Phimer, Esq. one of the present representatives for fhis 
county. The ancieut mansion of the Sadloirs i^ uow jt very fine 

0 2 ruin, 


• This W.VS the last cteation of Kaigbts Bannerets in England. 
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ruin, mautled with ivy. After it ceased to he the residence of the 
Lords Aston, it was converted into a seminary for Roman Catho* 
iics; but wiien tlie iiianor was purchased by Rlr. Plutner, that 
gentleman refu-sed to sufler its continuance on his estate. The 
cstahlLslnnent was removed, therefore, to Old Hall Greirn, at a 
little dustance, where a spacious building has been erected for its 
convenience. 

SUindon is mentioned by Ingulpbus, tlic historian of Croylatid, 
as basing been granted to Crojhuid Abbey, before the iniddie of 
the nintli centurv; and as the place where Abbot Britlnnere, about 
the year 1030, built a stately house, witli oul-otlices, for the eu- 
tertainiueiit of himself, ami his retinue, during his journeys to Lon¬ 
don. In this jrarish also, about halt' a mile eastward from the 
Chiirob, was a PREr:F.PTOR\ of Knights Hospilallcis, but of 
short continuance, built on lauds given to that Order by (jillicrt 
de Clare in the time of King Stcphtai;' tlie site, and some of the 
remains of this building, are now connected wilii a farm, called 
Fi A Hermi’I'AGE, founded at Standott in the time of 

Iticbarr! de Clare, was given by him to the inoiiks ot Sloke, in 
.Suffolk, and afterwards became a Cell to that bouse. This is sui>- 
|X)sed to have afterwards become a .secular fret Chapel, and to 
be the satne with Skdburn, in this parish.f 

Standou Ohunh is-dedicated to St. Mary, and is fumislied with 
many monuments and sepulchral memorials of noble and other 
families. 'I'he chancel is ascettd<‘fl by .several steps from the nave, 
and i.s divided by the altar from the more eastern part, which is 
raid'd still higher, and contains the mouutneuts of the Sadkirs. 
.\gainst the south wall is the tomb of Sir Rai.vh S.vijleir, whose 
effigies is represented in armour, lying beneath a canopy ; with 
bis sons and ilaughlers kneeling below; be died in tlie year 1587, 

in 

*“ 1 ho grant made !>y Gtlberl: de Clare, was confirmed l>v his ne- 
piieiv, llidiard de Clare, and jncliided 110 acres of land, together with 
his vineyard, and the Church.ot Stantlun. The Alunor' is also mention¬ 
ed sii'<fK;!<;nging to the Knights 1 baspitallers, in the Claus. 10. Ed. 
ill. m. rj. 

t Tanner's N'otitia. 
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in fiis ciglitietli year. OpiKwite fo this is a similar kind of nioiiu- 
jneiif, in memory of his son, .Sijt Thomas Saoleir, Kiit. who 
tiled in January, l6’06’; and who is also rej)rescntcd in armour, 
with his second Lady, GkkTRKDE, danghter of Robert Markham, 
Estj. of Cotlnun, in Nottinghamshire, lying on his riglit hand; 
and their cliildreii, a son and daugliter, kneeling beneath. WaIc 
TER, second Lord Aston, who died in November, 171-t) "‘is 
also buried here, together with several others of liis fiimily. On 
a laldet in tlie \e.stry, is an inscription in memory of ANN, eldest 
daughter of .Sir Edward Coke, Kiit. “ by his first and liest wifi?,. 
Bridget Pastoii, danghterand heirof John Easton, of Norloik, Estj." 
and wifi; to Ralph Sadieir, Est|. Amtmg the many other sepul¬ 
chral memorials in this Cliurcb, is one in commemoration of .Syr 
Wii.M AM CoFFYN, Kilt, Master of the Horse to Queen Jane 
.Seyiinnir, who died in December, 1538; and another in meniorv 
of I’ll n, IF Astley, Es»i. a younger branch of the Astleys, of 
VV anvicksliirc, which, in Salmon’s time, had brass figureji of him¬ 
self. and his four wives, and ten children: he died in July, 1491. 
■fhe iiiiiaiiitiinls of this frari.di, acewUng to tiielate returns, amount¬ 
ed to 1846'; the numlH-r of houses to 254. 

On an eminenee in Standon Lordship, called Haven End, are 
two large li(in-i>ii-s, supposed, by Salmon, to have Ix-en raised 
by the Danes. In the neighbouring jjarish of Widfokd are two 
other linnou v, which gne name to the estate on wliidi they are 
raised. 

BISHOPS’ STORTFOllD 

DeRivf..s its name from its situation on the riser Slort, and 
from its having been the pro|)erty of the Bishops of London from 
the .Saxon times. In the reign of John, howeser, it niiderwciit a 
tcmiwrary alieiialion; that Prinec havnig seized it during his ojv 
positioii to tile enrroaehmeiits of die Papal See, While it reinain- 
tid ill his possession, he erected the town into a borough; and em¬ 
powered the inhabitants to clnise their own officers: and thmigli 
the authority of the Bishops was al’t'*rwards restored, the inhahi- 
Liuts appear to have retained a sufficient independent authority 

O 3 to 



•214 


HERTFORT>5innR. 


to return two meniliei-s to Puiliiniieiif, in the fourth, seventh, 
eighth and sixteeutlj years oi Edward I lie Second; and again, 
in tlie ninth, twcHih and touilcenth of Edward the Third. Shuts 
tire latter period, no return has been made; and the Bishops a)>- 
point a Bailitf to exercise jurisdiction tiiiou”!i llio extent of ilieir 
liberty. 

On the east skle ef the tow n are some rciivains of an ancient 
Castle, called IVnytauoii', on a piece o< groniui environed by tlie 
Stort. This wus in existence in the time ol' the Conqueror, and 
had probably been bniU by the Saxons, on tlic site of a Roman 
camp, as Roman coins, of the Lower Einpiie, liave been found 
in the Castle garden.' in the days of Stephen, this firrtress was 
considered as of some importance; and the Empress .Maud endea¬ 
voured to prevail on the Bishop ol Londvin loexclrangc it for other 
lands, but without effect. King John ordered it to he demoli died ; 
but, .after his .snbmLssiun to tlie Ihqic, he was obliged to inal;e 
atonement to the Bishops of Londoii, by granting them !li^ Ma¬ 
nor of Sfohe, near (inildford, in Surrey ; some of the out Inuld- 
ings, and other parts, however, appear to have heen .slaiKlmg as 
lately as the seventeenth century; and ilic B:'h(i|is tontimud lo 
appoint a (m-h/os, or Keeper of the ‘ Cattle and of .Storti'ord.’ 
till the time of James tlie First. Tiie (iaol was b.-t hh-.! i.y Bi-hop 
Bonner; and some rcnuiins of the lower walls ate yet to he seen 
in the cellar of an ale-iunisii helow tiic Castle Hill. Quit-n uts, for 
rastle-guartl, are still jiaul to the Sec of Loudon, from many ma- 
nor.s adjacent to Bishops’ Stortford. 

The Church isdedicuted to St. Michael, and is situated on a com¬ 
manding eniincucc: it ronsisls of a nave, clianeel, and aisles, with 
a tower at the west tad. The mommiculs, and sepulchral tahh is, 
are numerous; manv of Ihept veeoid the family of the D.iniys, of 
Waltham Abbey, in Essex; and among llieni, of the Laoy Mak- 
OARKT Dkmny, a (Ic.-ecndant funn the Edgyrninbes, ofiMount 
Edgcnmlie, in Cornwall, Maid of Honor t<) Queen Elizabeth, and 
wile to Sir Edward Denny, Knt. Groom of the Quctn’s Privy 

(.’lianibcr-. 
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ClraiiiWr; s!ie <la’d in A})ril, 104 S, at tlie age of ciglilvcipht. 
In tlie cliaiircl are several ancient Stalls; and in liiis Cliunh ivas 
jSrnierly a «liantrv, and tliree altars lor as nuniy guilds. 

Tlvc extent ami population ol‘ Biskop’s Slortford are considera- 
Ide, atul itiiiny intprovt ineiits haw keen made here of kite yeuts. 
‘t'lie trade oi the louii lias al-o Ijeeii incrt'tistd by a Canal, com¬ 
pleted alHiul (ill year 170!), under :ni Act of Parluuncnt obtained 
euiv in the jnesi i't reign, in the fligb Street isasf{uare iniildii g, 
liaving till- inarkei-place and sliop.s beneath, and a Gramui’ir-Si.hjoi 
above, (oiniecled v.itii a library, and writing-school; this was 
♦ reeivd about the ronmieticemei't of tlie last, century. Here rue 
some good inn- , and many of the houses are resi>ectablc biiildiirgs. 
riie inliabitrmts of the town, as emnncraled under the act <)!' IbOO, 
iunonnted to 2.lo:>; the iiuinber of lumses, to Various 

uuall diiiiatioiis wild tw'fjiit .sU; have been tarub; to this Parish tor 
Jiaiiiabie |».if]s>sei!. 

.About live miles sonlli iVoiu Pii.sliop's Slorttiird, is the village of 
SAW ilPvlOflKWOJnH, or SAnuiDUEVVORTH, corruptly eallerl 
a and .S\ /nnorr/;. 'Hii.s manor was granted by Uie Coiujue- 
loi 10 (leoihey d' Rlagnavillej and from hie taii'.ily was conveyed, 
by the marriage of an heiress, to William de Say, in the time of 
Billiard the I'n.-t. fb-olthy de Say. whose sou and sueressor, 
of the same name, married Maud, daughter of Guy de Btaii- 
fhamii, Karl <d Warwick, and had summons to Parliament in the 
first of Eduard the 'I'bird, ohlained the grant of a weekly maiket 
for this manor fioiu Edward the First; yet it appears that a mar¬ 
ket had (rrevioirsly been held here under the MagnaviiUs. In ins 
descendants it continued till tlie death of Sir Wil.ham Say, who 
was knighted by llicbard the'Eliird, ami was saw oral times Sherilf 
ot' lliis comity ami Essex, when it devolved on lii.s vlaiighfer Mary, 
married to Heiiiy Houchicr, Hatrl ol'Essex. It afterwards desceiid- 
< d ill the same mamieras Beunington,* till it reverted to tlie Crown 
ill the time of James the First, and afterwards passed through va- 

O 4 rious 
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rious families, by purchase, and otherwise, to the Fremans, and 
troin tliera to the Earls of Hardwick. 

Tlic Church is dedicated to the Virgin Mars’, and consi-ts of*si 
nave, chancel, and aisles, with a massive tower, einballled, -at tlic 
west end. The windows of the aisles are large mid jxiinlcd; those 
oJ' the nave have tre.ibil-headed lights, under obtuse arches; and 
a similar one, but miirh larger, is at llic east end of the «hanccl. 
The inonunu'.nts arc mnnerous; and among tiieiii are some very 
line ancient Brasses-, \tuong the latter, in a small cliaritry, or 
chajicl, connected with the south aisle, are two full-length tiguri's, 
represented as completely emaciated, and in wiinting siiects; iIicm; 
are extremely well drawn, and appear, by the arms, to be ol’ the 
family of the fhinmgemts. Hero also are full-length brasses ot' a 
Knight and bis Lady, with the same arms: and in the same eliapel 
is a tomb, and curious brasses, of the In the chan¬ 

cel is a good altar-tomb of Belhersden marble, wit it a rich raiiojo, 
in the jioioted style: beneath it arc indents of brasses, wliidi ha\e 
evidently deliucated a Knight kuceKng before a repr< seutatiou ot' 
the Trinity, and behind him the figures of his too wives, one of 
whom apjvears to have had four, and the other three children. This 
is stud to have been erected in inemory of Sir IIai.rh Jorr.i.vN', 
Knt. twice I-otd Mayor of IxmdoB, wliose fiimiiy beeaine stsited 
:it Hyde Haul, in this Parish, as early as the thirty-third ol 
Henry the niird, by the marriage of Tliomas Joeelyn wiili Muiid, 
a daughter and co-heiress of Sir John Hyde. The inseriptiou, as 
recorded by Weever, was as foliowi: 

SDrate pro anims Eatiulp^i quonlDsmmilitijs. ct bin 

iJpaiotarus qTiuitatia ilanBon,t^i ohiit gTbi^ctobl iip.tccc.lpTbtii 

Ojiposite to the above is another tomb, with reenmbent figures 
of a male and female, s«ip|>osed to re|m«ent John Jocelyn, Esq. 
and J'hilippa, his wife; the former of whom died in 1.725. On 
the floor, also, is a slab, ihlakl with Brasses, of a male aiul two 
lemale figures, anayed in the tlrcs.s of the times, with a brass 
ol fifteen box’s beneall), indents of other children, ami this in- 
sffiplioi!; 
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Uric Jaccj (SalftiUujs 3!o0tFne ft liUt|>frina at llolfana ujcar ci’ 
nui obiit n". Die mtnaia Januarii anno tini 2S9»,tttc° Ixjr. quat 
a- 

III n cljaiitry <oiiiicctcci wilh tlio north aisle, several of the Chaun- 
<y fnnilv were interred; and oa a slab ill the pavement, hcar- 
iiiif the inline of Wiiliujii I'liunmy, is the. following inscription, be¬ 
neath two sliields; oik'. of wliieh has tin: live wounds, and the 
otlier a cross tkurv, in e.liief, a lion passant guardant. 

tUf rroo qucBimuc tais faniilia oufcuEm quoo ptwioeoeancuinf 
trsinneri. 

noiind the verge of an ancient stone, in the nave, is this inscrip- 
iloii in Savon cimraeterv, for a foniter Rector of this Church; and 
■.wiiih has been given incorrectly botir by Chaunty and Salmon: 

Oit 3’;ttct ^Tporoao tie aunefitullf quontisnt Ectiot rKleeic 
6c SabritljeBtootljf. 

Among the other monunienfs are several to the memory of llie 
?hfornierly Lords of this Manor, and of Pisliohiiry; whose 
burial vault is heneath the eiitnince to the clmiicel. TTic figure of 
tii.oiua:. Lord Hewyt, who was created a Baron by James 
the Second, in Ib'Sp, and died in the same year, at the age of 
tiiirty seven, is represented in amour, standing upright, and sur¬ 
rounded by trophies. SlR Waetee SIii.dmay, Kiit. aiwi Ma- 
i;v, his wile, daughter of Sir WilHain Walgrave, Knt. of Snial- 
bridge, in Suffolk, were also buried, and liavc a monument in this 
t 'hnreh. According to tiie late retunis, tiie munlicr of houses in 
tins i’arish amounted to 186; that of inhabitants to 1687. 

IMSHOBUKV, in the Parish of Suhridgeworth, was auricnfly 
the, property of the MagnaviUe.s, hut afterwards belonged to die 
I'itr.geralds, and the Scropes of Bolton. Henry, Lord Scrope, 

< onv eyed it to trustees for the use of Henry the jElighth; and Quecu 
Llizaheth granted it to Walter Mildnuiy, Esq. afterwards Sir Wal¬ 
ter, who was Sheriff of Herts in ihe thirty-second of Elwabelh, 
and erected a mansion at Pishobury for his own residence. Ilis 
•son, Mr 'J Jiouias, soid^ it to Sir Lionel Craiifield; and it has .siiue 
1 passed 
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jKJssed throu"Ii various families to that of Milles. The situation 
of the House and £;rouiids is very pleasant; tlie liver Start nearly 
encircles t!ie souUi and east sides, 

GILSTON tbrined part. »f the estate of the Ma^navilles, aixt 
afterwards of William D’Albiui, whose (hmgliter ;ui<J heiress, Isa¬ 
bel, married Uoberi de Koos, Lord of llelnieslcY, in Holdenie-s, 
by whom tlic manor was divided intr» two, cidled tireat and Lillie 
Gilston; aud also Orahall, and Nethirhall. These have des< en(l- 
«d, by purchase, and otherwise, through tlie families of tiie (iij- 
forda, Chaunays, Gores, and others, tr» William IMmHfr, one 
of the preseut Members for this county; vvlmsc prinripat u -idt iu e 
is at GILSTON PARK. The more ancient seat of this iit nileinun 
is at Blakesware, in the jrarish of Ware; an cM.iie that was 
purchaseti by his father, John Pimner, Estj. In ilie norih aisle, of 
Gilston Church is an ancient slab, the lower part covered by a jiviv, 
on which is sculptured a cross fleury; and above it the words 
SILK’S 2?® 1S®S, who appears to have been wife to John dc 
Bos, or Boos, a Lord of this Manor iu the time of Edward the 
Tiiird. Several of the (i.orcs lie buried in this tiibrie. 

IJLiNSDON is a pleasant village, situated on a ri- ing ground, 
overlooking the fertile meadows watered by tin* Stort. In tlx; 
time of King John, the manor was held by bir \\ alter de Mont¬ 
gomery, Count de P'errariis; but it at'terwards bei;une tin- prtjpet ty 
of the En^aines, and Irom them, by a co-lieiress, passed to the 
Goldin^tom. In tlie reign of Henry the Si.vth, it belon^ied to Sir 
William Oldliall, who was Knight of the shire in the twenty .ninth 
of that Sovereign; aiwl whose son, Sir John Ohihali, built a large 
castellaied Mansion here in the time of Edward the i'ourtli, at an 
expense of more than 7(i<K)l. After he was slain in the battle of 
Bosworth Field, tJii.s manor was seized by the Crown, and was 
granted, by Henry the Seventh, to his mother, the Euly Margaret, 
Countess of Derby, and Iier husband, Thomas, liarl of Derby, for 
iilia Henry the Eigbth built a Palace here, afterwards called 
^ENSDON Horse, and destined it to the education of his cbil- 
dreti.* He also connected Um iipiuor with those of Slansterl, 

aii(| 


• Chauney’s Herts* p. L'T. 
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and Ro’.ilcn, in F.sscx, and orfctcd tlieiii into tlic ‘ Honor of 
Honosdone.’- Qitei n Mary aimext-d the manor of lluiisdon, willi 
s^erai others in liiis eoni'.ty, to the Uticliy of Lancaster: but it 
was aijaiii sejiaralriL aad gntnied h_x Queen Elizabctli to Sir Henry 
Can, who uas tlu’ son of her inii’ortuiiale inolher’s sister, Mary 
Jhi'evii, hy hu hudiaii!!, Sir \M!iiani Cary, and who was after¬ 
wards created Baioii Huiisdon li\ the Queen, and nuule a Knight 
of the Garter, besides having several important otliee.s conferred 
on liim.V Ili^ great grandson, John, second Earl of Dover, sold 
llniisdon to William Vfilioiighhy, E:q. altcrwartls Lord WillougU- 
liy, ofl’arhani; who, in the year again sold it to ^lalthew 

ElueU, Es((. from who.-e family it was piireliased by the Caherls, 
rend is now the property of NicIioUoa Calvert, Ejip 


Iluusdo!] 


• S-lioon’s Herts, p. CjC, 

t 'll-.o fi,'linv'.iv.': parikuiars of the death of this Earl arc inserted in 
liastei!\ irot. (11 ker.t, \ i.i, HI. p. ij-:?, ottavo edit. “ Lord hlunsdoa 
w.'.- liuMiad liy ti.c Qacen. wlio tontinually employed him ra 

o;in.c> ct trusi, .iiid m srtvi uinp.s of great importanee. In her fourth year 
l.r 1 it 1 ted Kiiip: t «t tiic tlarlci, ticiiig then C.tjilain of the B.-od 
( I l“eii;.ii it, ami of tile Privy Cin.niil, and ..lierv.ards I^rd Chaniber- 
l,.;ii, :ii;d Gi iier.ii tfarden of the Mareix's towards Scotland. Notvviih- 
standiiig which, tl.ii.king h’unse'.f slighted hy the Quttn, in her not giv- 
>11;;' him (i'c diei.xy (.f E.n: of \\ iit>hire, ,a tide which he thought ia 
some measure heiunged to him in rigin of Maiy, his tncither, and which 
lie iiiui ficijiieiitly soiuiied, he took it so niuth to heart, that it threw 
him into .r ctmgeioU.s siekiusv, which at length put an end to his life in 
the tli.ity-cighih yc.tr oi' ii:..t reign; though rise Qtieeii, to make some 
aiticiui-, t'.r lift hart! usage of him, vvh.ikt he i.iy on ins death-bed, paid 
I'.im a gi.Kious visit, lausing his patent for the above earldom to be 
drawn out, liis n iies to he tiiadc, and both to he. laid on his bed. But this 
I.ord, who eiiuld dissemble neither sick nor we!!, told her, that as ite 
w.is tounted hy her unw.-jithy of tliis honor whilst living, so he counted 
himself unworthy of it when dying. He was buried in the Abbey ( i.ui-i h 
of W esiminster, where a noble and costly monurnent was erected to his 
Bicmorv.” 
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Hunsdon House has been much reduced, Imt Juts still a vener¬ 
able appearance, and is surrounded by a moat. In Strype’s IVIc- 
morials are letters dated from Him.sdon, by Princt' Edward; add 
his sisters, Mary and Eli/abelb, apjrear to have resitied here for 
several years. With them al<o, wa.s educated tlieir second cousin, 
the Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald, the Earl of Surrey's I'air {hraUhne, 
who was grand-daughter to the Manpiis of Dorset, the brother of 
Elizabeth, Henry the Seventh’s Queen.* 'riie Princess Mary rc- 
•ided here when Lady Jane Grey was proclaimed (ineen. after the 
death of Edward the Sixth; but Ilieu retired to l-’nunlinghani 
Castle for safety. 

In Hunsdon Church, in a small CIrnpi l, or i?iiiial-!Man'. .it" die 
Lords of the Manor, is a monument, and iii'criptioii, in nicinoiy of 
“ SiK John Caey, Knt, Baron ol’llnnMliin,” t.lio sntceed. d fiis 
brother George, second l,ord Hunsdon, on the dcatli of the latter, 
in September, ]603. lie had been made <iorernor of Bt rui.k, 
and Lord Warden of the East Marches, by Eli/abetli;' and conti¬ 
nued in the north till tJie accession of James the First, wlimn Le 
accompanied in his progress to the Metroftolis: be died in the m .,r 
iGir.f Several of tlie lie buried here; stun.' of wiioni 

have monuments: and in the chancel i.s the monument oi Si it 
Thomas For.ster, Chief Ju.iticc of tlic King’s Beinli, ubo died 
in May, l6l2, at the age of sixty-lliree. Near the jnilpii is ai-o 

a slab. 


* “ Strype has preserved a curious latttor, relating to liic mainte¬ 
nance of the Lady Elizabeth after the death of her nioiher : it ii u riitcn 
from Hwisdou, by Margaret, l^ady Bryan, governess to the Primess, 
(Elizabeth,) and who, .as she says herself, had been made a Baroness on 
her former preferment to the same post about the [.ady M.ary ; a crea¬ 
tion which seems to have escaped all our writers on the Perrrage." 

l(''tJpok's Moyal and Aohlc jfulhors. 

+ Ibis Nobleman was the fourth son of Henry, fitst Lord Ilunsdon, 
Kobert, Lord la.ppj)Bjaon, his youngest brother, wrote Memoirs of his 
own Life,” whidi published by the late -lohn, F.arl of ,(.'ork and 
, Crrerys 4 i|n 17 j 9 , tplitternlaiii many interesting anecdotes of the linit s of 
Elizabeth, andjM* .sut.cessor, James the First: he was the first person 
that conveyed the mtelligcncc of the death of Elizabeth into Scot land. 
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a slab, inlaid with a very curions Brass, representing a Huntsman, 
with ills bugle-horn and broad-sword, levelling a cross-bow at a 
stag, w hile Death, delineated as a skeleton, is pointing a dart at 
his breast: beneath is this inscription: 

lU-LOVKU OF ALL WHILST HE HAO I.YFE 
t'.SMOANH* OF VONE W'HEN HE DID BIK 
JAMKS (iRAY INTERRED OF HIS Wyee 
Near to this Df;ath’.'> Sicne Brass doth lye j 

'l EAllS THIRTV-FIVE IN GOOD KENOW'N 
1 ’akKE and llODSEK F.EI’ER 0"^ THIS ToWN. 

Oliin IJ DIE DECEMBRiS A". D*NI lilH, 

AiT. 00. 

I niditioii represents the Hunisiiiati as dying suddenly, while in the 
.'liT <it' shooting at a liiick; his motto is .SVa which a cele¬ 

brated aiitifinary lias fniudalcd, * Thus 1 go on till the s;une fate 

betidls me.'' 

1t\>T\\ iCK had formerly the privilege of a maiket, and a three 
ilayd lair, gnmleil liy Ilenrv tlie 7’hif(l to Hirhard de Toni, to 
niiom hr had previiaisly given the manor. In the (VdoyA is llie 
elligies of a A'.v.'gA/Templar; and ;i maral monument for John 
i’l.i MEK, Esij. of I51akesv\are, and Maky, his wife, daughter of 
\\ illiam Hale, Usq. of King';-Wahieii: the f ormer died in 171S, 1<), 
at the ;ige of si\ty-five; the latter in 17 <’.d. 

S TANSTBD .VBROT is recorded in the Domesiliiy Survey, as a 
borongh-towii, governed by a Port-reve, ami having seven Btir- 
ges^e^: but it is now only an inconsitier.ible village. Roger de 
W'aimey, who was Lord here in the time of Wiliiain Rufus, and 
Henry the Fir.-t, gave the Church of Staiisfed to the Priory of 
Merlon in Surrey; ;uid Mleliael, hi.s sou, granted a moiety ot the 
inaiior to the .Alibots of WuIUiam, in the reign of Henry tlie .Se- , 
< oud: the Ollier moiety he sold to the King, who afterwards he- 
slovvetl it on the same Abbots. Henry Uie Isigiilh, in his twenty- 
third yeai, obtained it in exchange for the Priory of Blatkmore, in 

Essex; 

•' Cent’s Mng. March, 179i>, p. COO. A Cut of the Brass is inserted 
ia the same k'olunie, fronting p. 13. 
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Essex; and then granted it to Peter Paris, Esq. wlio sold it to E.d- 
ward Baesti, Emj. wlio lies buried in the Cliureli, and, as his mo- 
nuincjrt records, was “ General Sun'oyor for the Victuals of the 
Royal Navy, and the Marine Athiirs, within the realms of Englaiifl 
and Ireland, under four Princes; Henry the Eiglnli, Falward the 
Sbeth, Queen Mary, and Queen Elizahetli." .Sir Btiward Baesii, svlio 
was knigljted by Charles the Second, sold the- manor to Edmond 
Eeild, Esq. and it i.s now the propciiy of William Henry Eeild, Esq. 

Ill Stanstod Parish is the RYE HOUSE, a Iiuilding that has be¬ 
come celebrated from its having been tenanted by one of the jrer- 
sons engaged in the real or pretended ronspii-acy to assassinate 
Charles the Second, and the Duke of York, on their retuni to 
I^ajiidon from Newmarket. The oppressive measures of the Royal 
brothers, and their evident, and almost avowed, de.sign to re-estab- 
lisli Pojiery, hud, about this ijeriod, iCs'd, greatly agitated tlie na¬ 
tion; and meetings were frequently lurid by the supporters of 
liberty, on tnie constitutional prinriph s, \o consider of the. most 
eligible method of opposing the further eiuroachments of de.spm 
tisni and bigotry. The Duke of iMoumouUi, Cupel, Earl of Essex, 
the virtuous Lord Russel, and the patriot Sydney, were associated 
with others in these conferences; of the absolute ne< c.ss//y of which, 
no other proof can be requisite, than a reference to the conduct of 
the Duke of York when King; and which eomlnct, most happily 
for the nation, produi^d by the opposition it provoked, the giori- 
oas Revolution of 1688 . While they srcrc tlius employed, the in¬ 
temperate zeal of some Wferior persons was exercised in talking 
over plat®, of violence and assassination; yCt even by them, no 
overt act w-as committed, from which it could reasoiwbly be in- 
iwrred, that they really purposed to found any system of action on 
these idld discontses.* “ Rumsey^ Ferguson, and We.st," says 
Buniet,t “ were often talking that the shorter and surer way was 

to 

Httme, the^^|^pgi.u oful^ Smarts, himself admitij' that ‘ Tl’.c . 
whole was little than loo.se dtscottnc, the overflowings of real 
laucour.’ JJisf of Eng, f 'ol. Fill. p.ti'J. 

t Hist, of his own Times, Vd. I. p. 543. • 
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Rumbold, wtio lad served in Croin- 

iyerfawMcni a; Kil»g tliemj and while they were in that 
yAruAaWj/ID 10O(j, and of Kins,, j i .1 

House wa| delivered up to he, "y the term loppinq, he 

written by Ben Joasou, and are.’ar Hodsden, in the way toNewniai- 

An Iiniiaiion of Ix'land’s ‘ fP "^^^t round his house, thro’ which 

r ' K’' tlHther. He said, onte Hic 

a “ Li't: of luo S/i fintm. Where:,^ * r » ^ 

and Increase of the River Lee, coi"j’"t any of the guards about it; 

iher with the Aiui-iniiie of sundrie i,^.,s tlic way, to have stout Ihc 
the Mime, I’ifitsaiu to he read, and , , ‘ 

he uadorsfood.’’ By \V. V'alluns. lacj * them !>otb, and have rotle 

A “ Rrwirf (n the ni’W muk'mp nm! c sIlOuW liot have 

Rii'it i/r, /'nun llie Thames, flinmuit .S^’fpOn which fiicv ruil info 

•m tClir that; but nothing 


On the s.ime Siihjfi t are “ Kiinu-l" fron , , , 

and Aldermen of Hertford, together with (. 1 ^*^* t” an associate and 

Cnstudy, relating to the llivcr Lee hetwt e; of Wiiv, were bv liiia 
t r3 j M • c 

•'me (he sulyeet of a 

Stn^cral dcO ,/ fv,rh«*rnt we,c passed in 1 their satctv, 

.hiir.ineih Jiiui uh* I-Hst, Uir the Purji.iK- ^ 

Di.sii'ii of siijijilMn^ the olctropohs wiih Wu'dr t'u their apjtre- 
leni'ili clhetnaily ilnuc hv the patriotic Kxt'rtioii!,i^o 
dicton, ilion_,i,ji he niimd his own I'urluixs in ' , 

'ri;C'New H:\xt was bc-gnii in Fehniary, K'Oa; aiiftt tinered tiieia 
adniiiusl into the Bisun in .Spa Fields, near IslingfVty men well 
mas-day, Iti 13; soon after which'sws puhlishcd a 1'. ‘ » , - 

with the lollowiiiti;'I'itle, 0 ’fVic Munmr <>l' the Lorj"' ®*te bait 01 
t4ii»inciu oa MichcKlmui-daij lust, hoing the Day of li.C^ stopt the 
Islection; to^tolhor with tiie worthy Sir dolm >S« inarv .. . 
then Lord iMaior, tiic learned and jndieunis Ikury "•* 

Maister Rcrorder, and many of the right worshipfiill the and who 
ofllie Citlv of (auidoii, at that must iamoiis and admired 
the ni.miiu Streame iVom AmwrII Head into the CisteVii*^ 
Islington, being the sole hivenlion, Cost, and Industry the 


worthy Maister Hugh Middtnioii, of Loiulim, (ioldsinith,\ 
geiicnil GomI of the (.■itly.” By 1'. M. lamd. 1613. 4to. 


to., 


Ot 


The Nae River, a I’oem, hy \V. Garboi, was published in as ,' 
but wiilioiit a Dale. 


Rome Particulars of this River, and the Country it liows through 
are also to l»c I'outid in Ute laic benevolent Jolin Scott’s pleasiu. 
Poem, intituled, ‘‘ AmtvelL” 

About the beginning of tltc last Century, the public iMind wa 
considcrably agitated by a Talc of Witchcraft, said to have been prai 
fised by J«»c Wmhum, of IFadrente, in this county; whoso Tri- 
gave rise to various Pamphlets, iji wliich the Question of Witcl 
craft was argued with mucli Vehemence and Passion. The Trial itse 
wtmt tluough several Editions, under the Tifie of 

“Aft 
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general insurrection; aitd the Earl of Essex heing als»iinjrlicaled, 
was seized, and sent to tlie Tower, where lie conimitted suicide 
on the very day that Lonl Russel was tried at the Old Bailey; r;i 
event that was maliciously stated to the jury ft»r tlic purpose of 
influencing their decision. Russel was Ix'hcaded in Lincolu’s Inn 
Fields; and within a few weeks Sydney bled upon Tower Hill, 
Walcot, who was «ieclared, by Runiscy and West, to have been 
appointed as the coinniamler of tlte troop to be stationed at the 
Rye House, had previotisly suftered, as well as Ruinbold, an<l 
several others, wljo bad been sworn to as engage<l iii the conspira¬ 
cy. Whetlier these deserved their fate, or not, the destruction of 
Russel and .Sydney, can neser be considered in any other light 
than as murder of the blackest die, because committed by the 
baud of authority iu violaliou of the laws, and in direct opjMMilioii 
to every principle of liberty and of justice.* 

The lij/e Uousi' was originally built under a licence from Henry 
the Sixtlt, granted to Andrew Ogard, and otliers, to impark the 
Manor of Rve; and to erect tliereou a (^astle, with baltleinculs 
and loojvholes. The same licence, also, gave them liberty t>l fres.-- 
vs-arren in this, aud the neighbouring manors of Staiistcd, Anns ell, 
Iloddesdon, Ware, aud Widford. Some reinains of the ancient 
stnicture, principally consisting of a gate-house, are yet standing; 
and ba\e for raaiiy years been converted itrto a workhouse tor the 
poor of Stansted Farisli.t 

HODDESDON, 

* In the Duke of M simouih'i Journal, it is affirmed, that tlit- King 
told him that " He hvHned to have saved the Lord Kus-wl; hut was 
forced to consent to his death, ofhertvise he must have broke with Ids 
brother, the Duke of York." Kennet, p. 406. 

t The following curious particulars of the Manor., and Manor-House, 
of Rye, are inserted in Gough’s Camden, from W. Worcester, p. 86, 
8T. « Nobilitas Andre® Agard, chevalier qui obiit anno Chrisii 14i4 
die Sancti Kalixta apud IJokenham.-—De proporcionc et niensura manerii 
dc Rye per Id milliaria de London, in Essex. Mein, the utter court 
at Eye ys 75 sfeppys in length, and in brede (it) steppys. The hede of 
the mote is 20 steppys. Item, fioin tlie utter yaco to the logge paled 

aud 
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IIODDESDON, a diapeliy in the Paryies of Broxboum and 
Amwell, was anciently a part of the estate of the Bussinghourni; 
wlio derived their surname from Bassinghoum, in Cambridgesliire, 
wlieie they had license to cniliattie and fortify tlieir Manor-House. 
Stcjilien de Bussinghnum had liberty of free-warren at Hwldesdon, 
a j)rivilcj[»e that was confirmed to him on bis answer to a writ of 
quo wirmnto in tlie time of Rlward the First. The next posscs-sor 
on record, after this family, apears to have been Walter de Nor¬ 
wich, who was thrice made Lord Treasurer iu the reigns of Ed¬ 
ward file Second and Hiird, and twice appointed Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer. In Henry the Se^'anth's time Sir Witiiam .Say was 
propiietor; and after it had devolved on Mary, his daughter, mar¬ 
ried to Henry Bouchier, Earl of Essex, Henry tlie Eiglith gianted 
the privilege of a market weekly, and a fliree days amtual fair, 
for this ntunor. The Markei-House, an old and ctirkms edi- 
tice of worn!, supported on arches and pillars, is yet statidiug, 
though considerably out of re|iair: a number of rnde and gro- 
festjue figures are can'ed on different parts. On the attainder of the 
I..nrd Parre,* this manor, with his other possessioiis, was seised 
by the Crown; and Queen Eiiaahetb aflerwanls granted it to Ro¬ 
bert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, whose descendant, the Mantuis of 
Vot. VII. March, J 80 ®. P Salisbmy, 

and paiked yn every side ys yn length 3(50 tayllon yards. Aula conti- 
nct in longitudine 3'!' pedes et in latitudine 2*1 pedes. Item claustri 
longnodo cominet 17 virgas et diroidium, et latitude continei 13 virgai, 
Longitudo unius quadrati principalis curix ex parte boriali continet 28 
virgas. Ucra continet 59 virgas in longitudine ex pane oritntati ma- 
nerii. Item Aictus Andreas per 8 Aimos in Anglia existent custndiebat 
capcilam in dotno sua de preabitcris, clerimi, et choristis, quaiibet die 
1 0, cum 4 preibiteris ad expentas C libr. per annum. Item dedit ec- 
clesi* Wyndham A'dtcy xv capas de panno auro celoris blodii cum les 
orfreys cum tuU semis.—Perquifieia manerii de Rye censtabat 1130 hbr. 
Item granarium, Id equi, et 30 vactat, cutnle stwehows mercandixarum 
2000 mare*.—Item le byldyng dC' ie inner court edlficat. com bryke, 
ct cameris cum ciaustrocum reparacionibus ad summam ii m marcarum." 


• Sec under Bennington, p. 198. 
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Salu>bur}\ is dow owner. Hockicsdon Chapel is a neat Uricfcatru#' 
Inre, anti was erected in jdace of a more an<^t bA&ding about 
twenty years ago. Near the iVIarhet-house is a Cpnduli of good mti&r, 
whidi is supplied by pi|)es tVom a sjnrtug at some distance, and was 
erected by the Itawdons, a res{)ectabie taraily of this town; and is 
l«.*j)t ill ortier by a bcipiest of a certain sum amiuaily, made by Mar- 
niaduke llawdon, E*q. in the year iCTff. Hie number of bouse* 
in Hoddcsdoii, as retnmed luider the kle ad, ww C 27 ; that of ut- 
habitauts, 1227. The buildings are mostly dls})Osed on tiie .dtle* of 
UiG high road, and form a handsome street. 

BROXBOURN was granted by the Conqueror to irugh de 
Crenteniaisiiili, wlw settled it on bis W'ifr Adeliza j aftei whose 
death, Jvo, tlicir fourth son, uiiierited, bis brothers bt'ing all de¬ 
ceased, lie pve it to the Abbey of Bermondsey, in Surrey, wlicie 
bis mother had been interred; but wbeUier from soiw delect of 
form, or otbenvise, the grant was re-asumed by Robert Blanch- 
mains, Earl of Leicester, who bad married Ivo’s daughter, and, 
with her consent, and that of their sons, granted the Blanor and 
Church of Bra\boiim to the Knights Hospitallers of 8t John ot 
Jerusalem, who retained tlie manor till tlie period of the Dissolu¬ 
tion ; but re-granted the Churck to the Bishops of London. Hen¬ 
ry the Eighth sold Broxboam, and its appurtenances, to John 
Cork, Esq. who was Sberift" of Herts and Essex in the time of 
Edward the Sixth. His son, Henry, was knighted by Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth ; and at his death left a daughter and co-Jieiress, niarrieri 
to Sir Rolwrt Oxenbridge. Tlienr daughter, U«uia, married Sir 
John Moiisoit, who wks made a Kni^it of the Bafb at lire Corona¬ 
tion of Charles tlie First; smd hr bis &m% it contiiined till the 
death of the late Ijird Moiison} jiwt it uow the projiprfj of Jacob 
Bosanqiu t, Esq. an emuienl hadter, abd « IHrectpr of the East 
India Coiupaiiv. 

Bioxbowm Chjrch is a bandstatte fdijfoiWy flf tlie lime 
of Henry tlie Mth; it i^oteBBts of a'W»e, *n»i aWles, wiUi 

H tower aljgte wh« end, teiJ^iated Ijty m pcfapnal spkOf amt a 
smali di|p' fcoanecting with the chancel at the ^ of each an- 
nte Ti-ikiMn.toi oa the north side, was built in tlie teigii of Hen- 
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ry UJi! Eightli, bjr Sir WiHiam Say, Kiit. as apjiears from the foi- 
loiving iiucriplioii oh a frieze surrounding the outer side, and 
n liich is intersected with slik-lds of awns. 

ii5tai* for tije toeifisr sf ®t:r SSCsf^m Etnrgt, tasefj 
fotJL’tJ rt<3 ct'Sfcl i:i honor a pr ttenete t^r rear of our lorn ooti 


The woikmaiisiiip of this, chapel is in a very sujserior style. Be- 
noutli (he arch wliicli se|«iate.s i( from die chaucel, isaji elegaut 
aitar-tonih of grey niarhle, of a reildisli hue; liaving a rich cauopVi 
nipported on four octagonal colmnns. This was erected in ineiuory 
ot' the ubou' Silt WiLi.i VM Say, who died in December, la'.’it, 
the t«ciily-tiist of Henry the Bightli; and liis ‘ wyffa, O'enevese, 
au<l IJitnbjjth.''* On the sides of tlie tomb have been brass plates, 
(.'(mtaining the arms of the family, together with ten others of 
nhok'-leiigtli tignres, all which are gone: awd against the east 
end, Uiider the canopy, have been brasses, representing a Knigiit. 
and two Ladies, kneeling beneath a representation of the Trinity, 
On the upper part of the canopy, the crest oi' the Says, a stag’s 
Jiead, is reiicated on diflerent shields. | 

lleiieatli the arch hctwwn the chancel and the soutlr chapel, is 
a large altar-tomb in mempry of Sir John Say, Kut. smd Eli¬ 
za nui’H, his wife. On (he slab which covers tlie tomb, are 
JfioMCi of (he Knight and liis Lady : the former in armour, witli 
his lahanl of arms above, gauntlets on his hands, and a tong sword 
coming before him. His Lady is richly ajiisirellcd in a close dress, 

P 2 with 

» Weevcr*» Fufli Mon, Edit. 16Jl. 

t On the iionU side of this Chapel is a sc[uare tower, connecting with 
the ehanccl by moans of a small door, divided into two stories; the as¬ 
cent to tlic upisggstory being by a small under stair case: the windows 
are very narrow, and well defended Uy iron bars. This tower was 
doulnless erected for the safe kecpii^ df the vests, the rich silver cha. 
bees, and the other vessels, used in the colebratiqu of high mass; and 
probably tud a small altar m it, as was customary In these pkeei. 
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with a narrow waist, and an outward cloak, blazpned with tlie arm* 
ofCheyne, of Cambridgeshire. She has on a necklace of jeweUery- 
work, wrought witli pearls: on her left hand are three rings; oa 
her right hand, one. Her head-dress is very singular; her hair be¬ 
ing turned back, and closely trussed up in a sort of cap of rich 
lace, from which, by means of wires, a sort of lappet, of very 
great size, is suspended. Between tbe heads of these figures, as 
well as at tlie comers and on the sides of the tomb, arc the arms 
of Say, impaliiig those of Cheyne, several times repeate*!.* Over 
the centre shield, at the top, is placed the crest of the Says, with 
the liehnet and mantle. Kound the verge of the tomb Ls a muti¬ 
lated inscription in raised letters: this is as follows; the words in 
Italics being supplied front Weever. 

Ihett Httdi IDame ffiljtabtth, somtEnf tr-Ef to S' 7 ■> 

Am^hl, dawter tp Laurenu CAi)ne, 1 /tjycr Of tSatlib IgBfOriit, a 
hiotnan of noble blohe. ant) moat noble in a^tic maneio, tobub 
brteisara tpt ffti bas of ir/’/em. 9 cere hrm. onb entircb in 
t|)ib €buicit ofIBtobesbom abEbHnit tpt ioiOpc of bci ea b Ibuo* 
banb. SSEbobe Louies 0ob JStpne to (hbei<'<)w,s£ a/. 

Many ancient lirnssci,, besides those almie described, wex- for- 
nurly in tliis Church, and some >ct jenuiin; but of these seveial 
are uow covered by the pews of the chancel. One of them tepre- 
senls a Piiat, holding a chalice; with a label proceedmg from his 
mouth, thus tuscribed: 

fii^qais etib gut tratwitib bta pleae ploia 
, du qe ertb ftteu qe quob tup ait prrtot ora. 

At Uic comers, also, are labels, with the words Kim mettB; and 
HabE beippe* Another slab in tills diaiK'cl is iulaid with a male 

figure, 

* These arms are represented in their proper colors, by means of 
pastes of red, blue, and black, which are let into the Iirasses; the brass 
itself being emp^ed to represent the yellow pans of the arms, and a 
white rtietal somewhat like tb», to describe those intended to be white. 
jHiis se^s to be the mode of describing arms, in use previously to the 
inttwJuctW of engraved ISoei in different directions. 
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figure, in a cloak with open sleeves, in the centre, and the em¬ 
blems of the Evangelists at the corners: from his mouth proceeds 
a label, with this sentence: 

Sifiimttt md De’ aftia maona unsm tuam. 

In the nortli aisle is a slab, inlaid with curious Brass figures ot 
John Boureel, Sergeant at Arms to Henry the Eighth; Eeiza- 
BETti, his wife; and their cliildren, eight sons and three daugli- 
ters. The Sergeant is depicted in plate armour, with roundels at 
the knees and elbows; on his head a helmet, the vizor up; both 
liatids have gauntlets, and his right-hand sustains the mace: he 
has on a sword and dagger, and his feet rests upon a dormant 
iion. His Lady is arrayed in the square head-dress of the thne. 
His arms are a saltire between four leaves in base, on a chief, a 
tyger’s bead erased between two battle-axes. At the sides of the 
slab are labels, rontaining tlie sentences Cnpoirr cn D en, aud 
31 tmii in ®oa, alteraalely. According to Weever, Ifae Sergeant 
died in 

Among Ilic other momiments, are several in commemoration of 
the Cork and Rloiison families; one of which, in the chancel, 
erected to the memory of .Sir Henry Cock, Kee|)er of the 
Wardroljc to Queen Flizaboth and James the First, who died at 
the age of seveiitj-onc, m Alarch, 10'Op, is constructed in a very 
stately manner, but is now greatly in want of reparation. Near it 
is the monument of CIamble, alias Bowj’ear, having 

beneath the inscription a grotesque carving, consisting of various 
specimens of osteology, exhibited in eight eotitpartments, as through 
a shop window. The most elegant monument lately erected, re¬ 
cords the virtues of Henrietta,* “daughter of Sir George Army- 
tage, of Kirklees, in the county of York, Baronet, and wife of 
Jacob Bosmiquet, of Broxbourn Bury, Esq, who died," at tlie 
age of tbirty-one, in October, 1797• The upper part displays a 
pyramid, on which is sculptured a fine fe rode figure, bearing au 
inverted torch, and mournfully redimng onMtpm overhung by a 
drooping willow. Tlie inscription also co«||2^||ates the exeni- 
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plary character of EtiaABRTH, “ Relict of Jacob Rosanquet, of 
the dty of Loudon, Esq." who lived a vwdow thirty-nine years, 
and died at the age of seventy-three, in Jamiary, 1799. Beneath 
are tlic arms of Bosanqaet, impaling Army tage. Sir WiUiatn 
Monsou, and his I.ady, who founded an Ahnthmse in: llrosbouni; 
Sir John Baptist Ilickes, Bart, who died in Kove»fl)er, 179U 
aged seventy; Tliomas Jones, Esq. tbriaeily one of his Majesty’s 
Judges of the Supreme CotBrt'of in'Korth America; 

and William Peere William^ Es<J, * Editor of the Reports,’ who 
died at the age of seventy-three, in Jnne, 1736; have also memo¬ 
rials in this Church. The interior has a neat and handsome ap¬ 
pearance, having been lately ornamcnled hy the parishioners, 'fhe 
Font is ancient; the bason is swpportcrl hy a cohmm in the centre, 
surrounded by ciglit smaller pillars. 

BROXBOUIIN BURY, the seat of Jacob Bosariquct, Esq 
and formerly the residence of Loiri Monson, has, whhin a few 
years, been new t&onted in the modern style, and olhenvise im¬ 
proved. It is a gracious edifice, standing in tlie midst of a plea ¬ 
sant Park, which has been considerably enlarged hy the |»resenl 
owner, and has a neat Porter’s Lodge, recently built. Sir Henry 
Cock entertained James the First in this mansion, in his progres* 
troin Scotland. A large portion of tlic Stubks, which were built 
on the same plan as the ROyal Mew's at Charing Cross, was taken 
down during the late improvements. 

The Manor of WORMEEY was .one of the *ventecn with which 
Earl Harold endowed the Abbey gift.'Valtham, and it continued 
attached to that foundation:!!!! tlrof&je of the Dissolution, when 
llemy tiro Eighth granted ijtib Esq. and his heirs. 

It now belongs to Olivet Cromwcil, Esq. of Cheslrwit, but is rent¬ 
ed by Sir Abraham Hume, Rart.'^^; Wosmi.RY Rpry, whosrr 
fatlier, tire late Slir Abraham, w^s efeated a Baronet in I'b.q, and 
sncceedetl his brother in tire possesion of that estate, The man¬ 
sion at'Wormlcy ® siihsliuUial brick building, >viUi a jmrli- 

00, sugtgmed onafiK'stone ctdnnins, of the Compmate Oixler, 
Tire grounds ansRpaiint, though not:extensive; arid their luiauty 
is npeh incre HkIw, a ^he^ of water, over which is a Cliiuesc 

>Vonuky 
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Worniley Omrch is a small fabric, consistiuff ouly of a nave and 
chancel: the west end exhibits traces of rnusidmble .niticiuity, 
a«d has on the nortli side, a |maU Norman doorway; and Uie 
dianccl is it;;hted by three lanri^ windows. In the pavement 
of the nave is a slab, formerly inlaid with Brahics, of a male and 
female, kneeling beneath a representation of die Tiinitv ; and be- 
ueatli tlieir feet two groups of cliildreo: one of flu; latter, and 
the figure of die man, has been taken away. RouikI die verge 
was an inscriptimi, of which only die following words now remain: 

l';erc fieth 3!ojm CoS Eomsn ann ai --. tjaaert) to «oti otote ot 

»!)i 0 tisnowotie — —--• On a tomb, against the north wall of 

tin citanccl, are brass figures of a male and female, in dresses of 
tlio tune of Elizabeth, with two groups of children beneatli their 
t(i), above tliem a shield of arms, jiarte per chevron between 
three gnfiins’ heads erased, impaling, Or, a lion ranijiant, sur¬ 
mounted by a bar, charged widi three liezauts; and ovei die aims 
1 rhyming inscription, and the motto, Imitn vaua liia. 

In die pavement of the itiancel is a cothii-sbapcd stone, having 
the faint outlines of a cross sculptured on it; and in (he centre of 
the top some indistinct remains of a figure: rouud the verge a inu- 
filatcd uisciiptinu, in very ancient ‘vavou letters, of which only the 

woids l&enri®flr8on-Ut’caalmr ntmmi, tan now l»e dis- 

imguished. Across this sione has been inseited a moie modem 
biass, in memory of “ ®Btoart SSambiflfie, eTitgtae paon of ihm 
ihiitclje (s p'henbats of t ®8tb tfjuniie of &t, ©oulelllotoiu" He 
died in December, 1531. a slab in die pavement also is tliis 
'iiscnption: 

ihit fat« 3Bohc0 Cfebe Setmbuj’ ©ctlicoc ccaoiKieie gut 

olttjt wij, tee ®{tobr a** hai tui’ a e ppitut’ no. 

A similar inscription, on another slab, records the reemoiy of 
llifhard Ri(fion, who was also Rector of diis Chuich, and died 
ill May, 1457. 

CHESHUNT » an extensive and pleasant village, principally 
extending along the sides of the high road, but having many de¬ 
tached and re^ctable bvulding'-. In the Domesday Book it» 
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called Cf/ttfchf.ni ; an Bf^llation that, together wit|k its distance 
troni I^ndoii, the remains of an ancient (%»»/> in a field to the 
west from Cheshtml Street, and a supposed tnUitary way leading 
from that to 1 lie Ermine Street, indticetl Sahnon to place here the 
DuroUttm of Aiitoniuus. Tliis opinion may be thought to receive 
Mipport trom tlie circumstance of Koman coins having been dis- 
eoveierl here, of the ^iperor Hadrian, Claudius Oothieus, ami 
Constantine, which were ealiibited to the Society of Antiquaries by 
Dr. Stukeiey, and Mr, Sawyer, in tihe year 1724.* 

Chesimnt contams several sidmrdinate manors: the principal 
manor, from which some of the others have branched off since 
the time of the Domesday Survey, was given by the Conqueror, 
to his nephew Earl Alan, saniained the Red, who commanded tiic 
rear of his anny at the battle of Hai^ngs, ami was rewarded with 
the Earldom of Richmond, and the whole of Richmondshire, in 
Yorkshire, to which Honour this manor was an app^dage. The 
Domesday Book records, that the right of trading here was in ten 
men, who paid ten shillings annual rent to die Lord for tlie privi¬ 
lege; that the land was rated at twenty hides; and that here was 
pannage for 1200 hogs>. 

Henry the Third detached Cheshunt, whh other lauds, from 
the Honour of Richmond, and granted them to Peter de Savoy, 
the Queen’s brother; but be afterwards restored them to John, 
Duke of Bndagne, the inheritor of tiie Honour, whose, dcsccmlunt, 
also named Jolui, resigned the Earldom of Richmond to John of 
Gaunt, fourth son of Edward the Third, from whom the grant of 
a weekly maihet was procured for this manor; but tins has been 
very long disused. From this period Chcsbuiit descended, with 
the Honour of Richmond, till the ihhe of Henry the Eighth, who 
granted tlie manor, and its apjnirtcnances in this county, to liis na¬ 
tural son, Henry Fifz-Roy, of Rklnnond and Somerset. He 
dying without is.sue, it re|^ed to foe Crown; and l^lward the 
Sixth gave it to Sir Gates, add his heirs; but after tlie at¬ 
tainder 

* Gout’s Camden, Vol, 1. p. 340. Mr. Gough queries whether 
DiirolUvm should not rather be placed at Duniford, vulgarly Tmnfoid, 
a little village at the ntwth end Of Cheshunt, by Cheshunt Wash. 

I-,'..' 
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la'mdcr of that Nobleman, Queen Mary sranteil it to Sir John 
Hudcilestoiie, who, in the beginning of the reign of Eli/abefli, 
!.#ld it to John Cork, Estj. whose son, Sir Henry Cock, pim based 
a new grant of the manor from James the fust. I'lom Imn it 
descended to the Lords Moiteou; but is now the piojn-rtj of Sir 
(icorge Beeston Prescott, Bart, it having been purchased by llie 
late George Prescott, Esq. about twenty years ago. 

The Church is a handsome fabric, dedicated to the Virgin Ma¬ 
ry: it was built in the time of Henry the Sktli, by NfCiioLAS 
Oj\ON, vsho was Rector of this parish rluring thirty years, and 
lies buried in the chancel. On a large broken grave-stone, that 
covers his remains, has been a brass figure, under an elegant triple- 
•.wched canopy, hr tlic pointed style, with the arms, a fleur do li>, 
'u chief, ermine, and the following inscription above 

f) ntieerece lim famuli Dhcon ^icltelsf 
Cut bttuig beepitiu tumuUm patat gatm actu 
3 [etuti qut fanu tethenig nruat annie 
St) cm' fabtiram bumae pprise aiitam 
&albit rt all-pit Quo nobit in arbua tctnplu 
Ipultru cancrClii t-bi bat pia biteo nobrilu 
Du laubatio (o faniuto aufficaaia p'otfa 
(iririic' bit pipe subtbeoautatiue inbe 
Bare tS)cci| oc mote eroait ubiqs 
Pacem paupiba bang ctbat bibiria itaa 
Earca manua rcltbat guoa paupiee feta pteaait 
ttnno rn'Ilcno et Quatft bia'’'’bffa icpf 
SDctabo mortena mutana trrreatrta celia 
Detobtie tucj mbem mnsit ab mm 
id:urtiiaie piece out pfeaia pee j^aitpolaa 
fSt atbi cu aanttia prratetut dlita petpennig. 

On another, but smaller slab, in the pavement of the chnnrel, is 
a Bruss of a female figure, represented with veiy long flow ing bi -; 
amt Ircucath her feet tliis inscriptioa: 

3 [ce 6i0t DamolBEllc fepanne (Sias. gui treopaaaa Tan b’ grate. 

tcct. Ibi* le ffb* Jtjut d' oetobte Jour Mint fgeietm tbegr 
gite* 


On 
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Ou tlic north shlc of the altar is a tomb and inscrifrtion in tneinorv 
of Robkut D' acres, Esq. of Clieshtint, Privy Comwellor to 
Henry the Eighth; of his wife, Elizabeth, an<l several others 
of their faniily. Against tiie south wall is a nioiuinieut for Dk. 
Heisry Atkins, wlio w-as thirty-two years Physician in Ordinary 
to James the first, and Charles tlie First, and died in 
Mary bis wife, and Sir Henry Atkins, Knt. their son, wlir» 
died in 16'38, at the age of thirty-four. Other inscriptions for the 
D’acres and Atkins families, who were united by niarriage, occur 
in different parts of the Church. On a slab, in the south aisle, 
are. Brasses of a man and woman; the former in a nierchunl’s ha¬ 
bit, with this inscription: 

Cdt iatent SilKillnto IPsbr qui_ sbitt rjci; Die ffrhruaii; anno 
Dno millmo ette Flir ft ®lfna uFtiudguat’aialia pptticior uruo 
smc. 

On another slab, in the same aisle, is a Brass of a female kneclius 
at a desk, in the habit of Elizabeth's time; the inscription record'- 
the name of “ Eliuibeath Gurncu, J wife of Edward Collen, Cili 
zen and Freemason of Londo,” who died in September, Kit'?), at 
the age of thirty-three. Before the door, which open.s into tlic 
chancel from the Churcli-yard, is a stone cotiin, with the lid re¬ 
versed ; U>e inner side, as now situated, is said to have a fisure in 
relief, scul[)tured on it, 

Mear the Church is a House formerly inhabited by Richnru 
Crtmnvdlj the abdicated Protector; who, after hi.< return from the 
Continent, about die year l680, assumed the name of Clark, and 
lived here during the remainder oF bislile, in retiremeitt. Here 
also he died, in July, 1712, in the ifems of the gardener of Btiron 
Pengelly, and was conveyed to Hursley, in Hampsliirc, for inter¬ 
ment; the manor of Hursley lif^iilg dcseciidcd to him in right of 
bis wife; thougli be was to coldest the possession of it 

with his danghtiCrti; in a law.* Sergeant Pengelly, who 

was retained oii^^iccaskui, as Counsel, and was ader- 

wards Chief Baron of ipH-xchcqucr, is supposed to have been a 

natural 

* See gi^er HuriJey, Vol. t’l. p, 1 14, 1J.’-. 
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natural son of his cmpk^M; a siip|U)sition which Noble admits to 
he rendered prohaWe by Richard's gallantry.* 

, lu the north part of Cheshiint are sonic remains of alS'rtf- 
^■ERy, originally founded for Nuns of tiie Seinpringbain Order, 
and made subordinate to the Oilhcrtine Priory, at Catteley, in 
IJncolnsliire, by Peter de Belingey, in the time of King Stqrhcn. 
Henry tlie Third placed ljuns of tlie Ortlcr of St. Benedict in the 
room of the former, and made them iude|)endent; tiieir annual 
revenue, at the lime of lire Suppression, in tlie Iwciity-sixth of 
Henry the Eiglilh, amounted, according to Speed, to '27L 6s. 8d. 

but 

*■ Memoirs o( ilic Cromwell tamilr, Vol. I. p. I7j. In the same 
work is the following singular anecdote ti'iiccrning Richard, which was 
related to the late Rev. George North, \ icar of Codicote, near Wel¬ 
wyn, by two persons who conversed with him in the last years of his life 
at Cheshunt.—hen Richard left Whitehall, he was very easeful to 
preserve the Addresses winch had been sent to him from every part of 
the kingdom, expressing ‘tliat the salvation of the nation depended up¬ 
on his safety, and his acceptance of the Sovereigntyand many of 
them proffering him the lives and fortunes of the Addressers. In hU 
retirement atCbcshunt.noonewas admitted to visit him, without strong 
recommendations of being of agreeable conversation, and strict honor. 
One of the two persons above alluded to, named Windus, who lived at 
Ware, svas introduced to liim as such, with an admonition to conform 
to his peculiarities, without asking any questions, or seeming to make 
observations. After an Iwur or two spent in “ conversation and drink¬ 
ing, Richard started up, took tfie candle, and the test of the company, 
who all knew, except the ^mitted man, what was going forward, 
took up the liottlc and the gFatses, and followed the quondam IVoti ctor 
up to a ihrty garret, in which was nothing but a little round hair trunk: 
Mr. C foinweU pulled it out to the middle of the room, and railing for 
a bumper wine, diank < Prosperity to Old England.’ All the com¬ 
pany did the same. \\ hen the new ttutn, Mr. Windus, was called to 
do so, sitting a-stride, as they had doite upon tl»e trunk, CromweH 
desired him to take care, and sit light, for be had ao W than the lives 
pnd fortunes of all the good people of England under him:—the trunk 
was then opened, and the original Addresses shewed him, with great 
mirth and laughter, Tlus was his method of initiating a new acqt^in(<, 
snep,” 
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but Dugdalc reronis it at only 1 tl. Is. Od. Two years afier- 
wartls, the King granted the Nutuicry inatior to Sir Anthony Den¬ 
ny;* but it has since had a variety of possessors; and was for some 
years the seat of (he late Mrs. Blackwood, who had a very valua¬ 
ble collection of paintings, by the first masters. The reinairw of 
the Nunnery forms the domestic parts of a hrrgc Mansion, that 
has lieeii erected at different periods, and coiitaiiis some elegant 
aparlinents. The grounds are disposed with taste; and the river tea 
has been foiined into a canal before the east front of the hou.se. 

The Manor of St. Andrew le Mote, in Cheslimit, was granted, 
by Henry the Eighth, to Carilinal Wolsey, who resided in the 
Manor-house, now called Cheshunt Hoise; this is a plain 
hrkk structure, hut has been much modernised since Wolsey in¬ 
habited it. After hb disgrace, and fall, the King granted the ma¬ 
nor to the Eiirl of Worcester, and aftenvanls to Thomas Denny, 
Esq. wliose son, John, sold it to George D'Acres; whose desren- 
dant, Sir lliomas Dacres, again sold it to James, Earl of Sidisbury. 
James, liis .son, disposed of it to Sir Edward Uesbovery, whose 
executors re-sold it to Sir John Shaw, Bart, in whose family it yet 
continues. The population of Chesliunt townsiiip, as returned un¬ 
der the late Act, amounted to 3173 5 the number of houses to fi 15, 

THEOB.ALDS, in Clieshunt Parish, has become of great cele¬ 
brity from having been the favorite residence of Lord Burleigh, 
and afterwards of Janies the Firet. 'Die Manor of'rheobalds was 
formerly called Cullynges, and, in the year Idfs.'), belonged lo 
William .4tteieore, of Cheshnnt, who, being mdebted to William 
de Tongge in the .sum of 10ll, made over to him this manor, to* 
gether with an estate named Le Mores, and from him it obtained 
ihenaiiM'of Ttmistit, It was afterwards ttanied llwbandfs; and 
under that appellatto was granted by the Crown to John Carpen¬ 
ter, Master <4,i||/tC»thofiv*.s Hospital, and olliers, in tlie year 
j 441, to aiimiui render of a bow valued at 2s, and a 

Ian bed arjp^;jdue tliree-pence. further jiarticulars occur of 
die dcbc|jp!4)f ftiis numor till the of Elizabeth, when it was 
possf.'ijp* by W illiam, Lord Burleii^, .vv.hos$ son, Robert, first 

Earl 


* TmitiCf’'. Notitia. 
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Earl of Ralisburj, exchanged it with King James for other lands. 
Charles the Second granted it to George Monk, Duke of x\lbe- 
ifiarle, with the site of the House and Paris, all which escheated to 
the Crown on the death of Chrislophei-, tire M'cotid Duke, without 
male issue. His widow marrying Ralpli, Duke of Montagu, that 
Nobleman is supjjosed to have bad a new grant of the Manor of 
Theobalds, as lik descendant, John, Duke of MonUsgu, sold it in 
1736 ', to Mrs, Letitia Tbomhill, from whom it same to the Crom- 
Kcils, descendants fwni the Protector Olis cr, who derived their 
title from the tnarriage of Richard Cromwell, Esq. grandson of 
Ilciii'y Cromwell, Lord Lieutentmt of Ireland, with Sarah, daugh¬ 
ter of Eheuezer fiattim, and niefc, and one of the co-hcirchses, of 
Sir Robert 'nmnihill, Either to the abo\e-imiiied Letitia. Oliver 
Cromwell, Esq. the last male descendant of Uic I’tolcclor Oliver, 
is now owner. 

“ The original site of this manor was a small snouted house, the 
traces of which are still visilile iis Sir Geosge Prescott's park. Sir 
William Cecil, afterwards 1 ord Burleigh, began, about the year 
156'0, to build upon a new site, what, it is said, lie at ffrst intended 
for a small mansion, to be the residence of his younger son. On 
the tweuty-seveuth of July, 156‘3-, Queen EliitabelU first honored 
him with a visit at 'Fheobalds. It is probable that slic then ex¬ 
pressed her intention of repeating her visit, which imlntcd her Mi¬ 
nister to enlarge bis bouse for iier belter acconnr.odation; ami that 
it was completed upon a more cnlaigcd scale, before the twenty- 
second of September, 1571, when the Queen visited liim again, 
and was presented with a Wpy of verses, and a Pm-ii ait of the 
House. Her visits were lepeated in 1572, 1575, 1577, 1583, 
1591, 1593, 1594,’* and 159^'. In 1583 she was attended by a 
large retinue, and staid four days; the Earls of Leicester and W ar* 

wick. • 

* ‘ An Oration, spoken by tlie Ilettnit of Tlicobalds, in 1594, is 
printed in Queen Elirabeth's Progresses; it was w'ritten by Sir lb bert 
Cecil. Her visit to'I beobalds, in 1590, is mentioned by the Karl of 
Monmouth in his Memoirs.- 'I'hc *^10000 is said to have held her court 
at 'Iheobalds, September 5th, 1598 ; being a few days after the funeral 
ef Lord Burleigh, who was buried on the tweatj -ninth of August.* 
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wick, the Lord Admiral, (Lord How’ard,) Lord Ilimbdon, Sir 
Christopher Hatton, and Sir Francis Walsingliain, were tlien willi 
lier. In Miirdin’s Stale Papers is the copy of a munnsrript. In 
Lord IJurleisli’s own writing, s|H>citying the rooms in which the 
several j)ersons lK:longing to her court were to be acTOninio<iated. 
In 159o, her Majesty’s stay at Theobalds was prolonged to nine 
days. Each of the.se visits is said to have cost the I^rd Treasurer 
liom 120001. to 300ol. ‘ The Queen lay there at his Lordship’s 
charge, sonietyines tliree weeks and a month together,' says tli« 
writer of his life, ‘ Her Majesty had ahso soinetyines slraungers 
and ambassadors came to her at 'Flieobalds, where she hath heyn 
isene in as great royalty, and served as bountifully and laugnili- 
cently, as at aiiie other tyine or place, all at his Lordship’s chanlg; 
with rich shows, pleasant devices, and all nianuer of sports that 
cokl be devised, to tlie greate delight of her Majesty, ami her 
whole trainc, with greate thanks from all who jiartook of it, and 
as greate cuminendation from all that heard of it abrtwd.' 'I'he 
usual exjreijse of his house-keeping at Theobahis was tiOl. ja r 
week: his stables ro.st him a thousaiul marks (hriril. l;3s. 4d.) per 
annum. The sunr of lOl. per week was allotted to setting die 
IXKir to work in his garden; and 20s, a week was rlistribuled by 
the Vicar of Cheshunt, as his .Almoner. 

“ I.ord Burleigh was succeeded at 'Iticobalds by his son llobc rt, 
afterwards created Earl of Salisbury, who, like bis t'alhcr, proved 
one of the ablest statesmen of liis time. On the third of May, 
lti03, he entertained King James Ate First on his way iVom Scot¬ 
land, when he came to take possc*ssion of the crown of this king¬ 
dom. Here the Lords of the Council paid their homage: the 
King aj>p<Hnted several new Member, both of tlm English and the 
Scotflr nobility, and made twenty-eight Knights, ‘ HIn Majesty,’ 
says Stow, ‘ staid^fer days, with entertainment such, and so cost¬ 
ly, as hardly c^jBfexpressed, considering the iimltitudes that thi¬ 
ther resort^l^^ides die train; none going thence unsatisfied.’* 
In l6'00', gave a second cntertaiuinent to King James, and 

to Chrii^p^ the Fourth, King of Bmimark, who .staid with him 


** Stow'* Annal*. 
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four (lays.* St>on afterwards, to oblige his Roval master, wlio 
was much |vleascd with file situatiou of Theobalds, he gave him 
Hie Iiouse, manor, and park, in exchange for the palace and ma¬ 
nor of Hatfield. 

“ Theobalds became a favorite residence of King James, who 
frequently retired thither, particularly in the latter part of his 
reign: he drew ids last breath in tins Palace, on the twenty-seventh 
of March, King Charles resided occasionally at Theobalds; 

there the petition from both Houses of Parliament was presented 
to him in February, iG-t;.’; and tlmnce be went immediately after¬ 
wards, to put Idiaself at tbe head of his artny.f When the sale 
of the Crown lands was in agitation in 16‘49,J it was at tirst re¬ 
solved that Theolmlds sJiould he excepted; but it was afterwards 
determined tliat it should lie sold. In the year KioO, the Com¬ 
missioners who were appointed by Parliament to make a survey of 
Theobalds Palace, reported, that ‘ it was an excellent building, in 
very good rejiair, by no means fit to be demolislied; and tltat it 
was worth 2001. jwr anmim ; exclusive of the Park: yet, lest the 
Parliament should think proper to have it taken domi, they had 
estimated the materials, and found them to be worth S2751. Its. 
Notwithstanding this report, the greater part of the Palace was 
taken down to the ground; and tlie money arising from tlie sale 
of the materials divided among tlie arniy,”§ 

When King James “ got possession of Theobalds, he enlarged 
the Park, by taking in part of Enfield Chase, and of Northaw and 
Cheshiuit Commons, and surrounded it with a brick wall, ten 
miles in circumterence. Whew the surv ey was taken in 1650, Theo¬ 
balds 

* Biographia Britan&ica. 

t Lord Clarendon’s History of the Rebellion, Voi. I. p. 345. Tot. 

> Whitlock s hlemorial)^ p, 4.11. 'i his was in the month of June; 
the subject was again debated on the 12th of July. In an Act which 
passed soon afterwards, Thtiftb^ds is not mentioned among the houses 
to be reserved from sale, Perfeet Summary, July 23—^. 

§ Environs ^London, Vol. IV. p. 31—33. 
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balds Park contained 2508 acres; valued, together with six Lodges, 
one of which was in the occujration of Colonel Cecil, at 15451. 
15s. 4d. per annum. The deer were valued at lOOOl. the rabbits 
at 151, the timber at 72591. 13s. 2d, excluave of 15,608 trees 
marked for the use of the navy; and others, already cut down for 
that purpose. The materials of the bams and wall were valued 
at 15701. Ids. 3d.”* 

Among 

In the survey of Tkeohafd's Palace, taken in 1650, and now pre- 
■icrved in ilie Augmentation Office, it is described as consisting of “ two 
principal quadrangles, besides the Dial-court, the Buttery-court, and 
the Dove-house-court, in whicii the Offices were situated. 

“ 'ITie fountain-court, so called from a fountain of black and white 
marble in the centre, was a quadrangle of eigitty-six feet square ; on the 
cast side of which wa.s a cloister, eight feet wide, with seven arches. 
On the ground-floor of this quadrangle was a spacious hall, pa ed with 
Purlx'ck marble; the roof arched ov er at tiie top with laarveJ timber of 
Curious workmanship, and of great worth, being ‘a goodlie ornament to 
the same at the upper end was ‘ a very large, picture of the bignesse 
of a paire of stagges homes seenc in Prance,' On the same floor was 
the Lord of Iloll.tnd's, the Marquis of Hamilton's, and the I^ord of Sa¬ 
lisbury’s * ‘ lodging rooms,’ the council chamber, and the chamber for the 
King’s waitei s. >.)n the second flcxrr was the presence chamber, ‘ wainseot- 
ted with carved wainscot of good oak, painted of a liver color, and richly 
gilded with antick pictures over the same; thcseelingc full of gilded pen¬ 
dents hanging downe, settinge forth the roome with greato splendor; as 
alsoe witli verie large windowes, and several coates of armes sett in the 
same.’ These windows opened south on the walk iii the great garden lead¬ 
ing to the green gates going into the park, where was an avenue of a mile 
lung, between a double row of trees. On the same floor were also the 
privy chamber, the withdrawing dhamber, the King’s bed chamber, and 
a gallery 123 feet by twenty-one, ‘ waihscotted with oak, and paintings 
over ilie same of diven cities, painted, and sett forth with a frett 

teelinge, with divers peiyli^U, roses, and flower dc luces, painted and 

gilded 

* William, Eari of jS^Isbuhy,, was .mafle Keeper of Theobalds House by- 
King James, in ifltg*, as was Wiil'am, his son., the third flad, by King Charles, 
in jbaiL 
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Among the few parts of the Palace tiiat were left standing after 
its dismantlement, about 1650, was one of the Chapels, which 
cotatiiiucd to be used by the Presbyterians till the year l6S9, when 
VoL.Vir. April, 1806, Q 

gilded with gold; alsoe divers large stagges headcs sett round the same, 
and fastened to the saydroome, which are an excellent ornament to the 
tame.’ I'he windows of this gallery looked ' north into the park, and 
so to Clicshttnt.* On an upper floor were the Ixtrd Chamberlain’s iodg- 
int^s, my I,crd's withdrawing chamber, and several other apartments. 

“ Near the Chumberlam’t lodgings, on the CMt, was a leaded vvalk, 
tirty-two feet in length, and elcv' n .n breadth, with an arch of free¬ 
stone over it, ‘ which sayd arch and w.alk,’ s^ays the stirvey, ‘ looking 
eastward into the middle coart, and into the highway leading from Lon¬ 
don to Ware, standeih high, and may easily be discerned by passengers 
and travellers to their delight.’ Oft the west of the Lord Chamberlain’s 
lodiontrs w;is another walk of the same dimensions, looking westward 
into the fountain-court. At the corners of these walks stood ‘ fower 
high, faire and large towers, covered with blue slate, with a lyon and 
vainfts on the top of each; and in thij walk over tlic hall, in the midst 
of the fowre corners, one faire and large tarrclr, ia the faiihion of a la»- 
thome, made with timber of excellent vvorkmaftship, curiouslie wrought, 
Etandinge a great height, tvith divers piitacles at each corner, wherein 
hnngcth twelve bells fr>r chiminge, and a clocke with chimes of siujdrie 
worke.’ The walk from the lower gate up to the middle Of the fooit- 
tain-court, is described as leading ‘ through the sevemU eputtes, so that 
the figure of Cupid and Venus (which stood tetvveen the pillars of the 
fountain) maye easily be scene from the highway, when the gates are 
open.’ 'f his walk, continues the survey, ’ is so delightful and pleasant 
ftcing the middle of the Itouse, and fhe severall towers, turrttts, wm- 
dowes, chimneyes, walkes, and balconies, that the like wall.e, for 
length, pleasantness, and delight, is rare to be scene in England.’ 

“ I’hc- middle court was a quadrangle 110 feet square, on the south 
side of which were the Queen's Chapel, (with Windows of stained glow ) 
her presence chamber, privy chamlwr, bed chamber, and coffer cham¬ 
ber. The Prince’s lodgings were on the north side: on the east Side 
was a doister, over which Was the green gallei y, 109 feet by twelve, 
’ excellently well painted round with the severall shires in England, 
and the arraes of the noblemen and g' ntkmen ift the same.' Over this 
gallery was a leaded walk, (lotting eastviatd towaids the dial-court 

and 



the site of the Palace, and ti.e Park, ww ^ttd hy mllum the 
TIM, to the m of Port/and From feifli they de^ntM to the 
present Duke of PorUand, who, about the year I'b'l sold the 

estate 

and the highway,) on which wore tivo ‘ lo/iie arcbet of hricko, of 110 
small ornament to the house, and rendering it comely and pfeasant t<‘ 
all that passed by.’ i)n the west side of tlje quadrangle was anoilitr 
cloister, on fi\e arches j over whith were the Duke's lodgings, and over 
them the Queen’s gallery, 109 feet by fourteen. 

" On the south side of the house stood, ‘ a large open cloister, built 
upon sevcnill large faire pillars of stone, arched over with seven arches, 
with a faire rayle and balisters, well painted with the Kinges aiul 
Queenes of England, and the pedigree of the old I^ord Burleigh, and 
divers other ancient families;'* with paintings of many cassies .ind bai- 
taiies, with divers supscripttons on the wallsthis cloister was standing 
jw lately as 176i. The whole house was built, as the survey states, of 
eacelletit brick, with coins, jambs, and comicei of stone, f 
'Ilie Gardens at I'heobalds were large, and ornamented with lahy- 
rmtbs, canals, and fountains, llie great garden contained seven acres 
of ground; besides width, there was the pheasant-garden, privy-gar¬ 
den, and bnndry-garden, in the former were ‘ nine knotts, artificially 
and exquisitely made; one of which was sett forth in likeness of the 
Kinge’s armes.’ The Stables (which are included in the survey of the 
manor) stood on the road leading from Waltham Cross to Cheshunt, 
On the west side of ilie road was the camel stable, sixty-three feet it: 
length: on the cast side were two stables, each U 9 feet; and a ban, 
103 feet in length.J” 

• ‘ The mutilated remnants of these pedigrees, as the;' existed in 1765, were 
engraved for Queen Elizabeth’s Frdgnsaes, published by J. Nichols,* 

I '• I have not been able to find any priM, or painting, which ct^oveys any 
adequate idea of tins Palace. There is'a scarce print of it, by Stent, upon a 
'.mall scale, which stem^ be a very imperfect representation. The view in 
the Tapestry, at HouX^Sy^blch was supposed to be Theobalds, and is en¬ 
graved in Gough’A^w^pPf Camden, does not agree with the description in 
the survey. At George, (the seat of Earl Poulet,) thit^ is, eccord- 

iiig to 'HaIpole’&,j|p|^tcs, an inside view of Theobalds, by PtUenberg.” 

hysons’ Environs, ,VolvJY. p. 34 — 87 . 
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tsWtc to the late George Prescott, Esq. hut in the internie<Uatc 
time, the Park had been divided, and converted into farms, 
■fliree years afterwarsls, when the bouses wlikli now form Tlieo- 
haUls Square, were erccterl, every remaiuing vestige of tlie Pala< e 
was destroyed. About the same time a ness Park, of 205 acres, 
was inclosed by Mr. Prescott, who also built a bawisoiue brick 
Aluiisimi, on a rising ground, about a mile iiortli-vvesl from liie 
site of the Palace, and at a short distance from the New Riser, 
wliielj runs through the gromuls.* Theobalos Paek is now 
the j)ioi>erty and residence of Sir George Beeston Prescott, Biut. 
gratidson of the purchaser, 

AVALTIl.VAI CROSS, a hamlet in Cheshunt Parish, derives its 
name fitnu one of those elegant stone Crossses, which the pious 
alfcction of Edward the First occasioned him to erect in memory 
of his Ireloved and faithful consort, QiiCen Eieauor. This lament¬ 
ed temah* was daughter to Ferdmand the Third, King of Castile 
and Lcfiii, and had been married to Edward from motives of state 
policy; yet, coiifrary to the common issue of matciw’'so made, 
she cuiireivcd a sery ardent attadimeut for her husband, and is 
reported to have saved his iitc by sucking the poison from a 
wound which he received by the band of an assassin in the Holy 
Land. She died, deeply regretted by the King, in November, 
1291 , at Ilardeby, t%ar Graiititam, hi Lmcoinsltire. Her bowels 
were interred in Lincoln Catiiedrai; but her body was brought to 
London, and deposited in Westmmster Abbey. At each of the 
places where it hud been rested during this journey, namely, at 
Lincoln, Grantliani, Stamford, Geddingtcm, Northampton, Stony- 
Stratford, Dunstable, St. Alban’s, and Charing,f Edward after¬ 
ward* erected a Crott, of which, only those at Geddiiigtoii, North¬ 
ampton, and WalUiam, now remain. 

Q 2 W'AtTli.AM 

’ This Account of llieabalds is wholly derived from Lfsons’ 
Environs, Vol. IV, p, 2»—3St. 

Now Charing Cross; hat then o.iIy a village between'Loadoa 
and Westminster. 
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Waltham Csoss is the leart perfect of the three; though the 
Society of Antiquarfes have twice int«rested (betaaelves in its pir- 
seiratioo: onceia 172J, and again in l7hTt wien Lord Monson, 
the thas Lord of the Manor of Chestmut, at the nqaest of the 
Society, coinniunicated by letter from their Secretary, Dr. Sfukeley, 
suirounded the base with brick-work: it witsorigmaliy surrounded 
by a Uiglilof stcjw, like those at Geddington and Northampton; but 
these hate been long removed. The upper parts are also greatly 
mutiialed: much of the foliage b detaced, and tiie {unnaclcs and 
battlements are broken. The form of the Cross is hexagoual. it 
is 'separatt^ into three ‘tones; the middleniost of which b open, 
and displays statues of Queen Eleanor. Each side of the lower 
story is thtided into two comparlincnts, beneath au angular cop- 
ing, charged with shields pendant from diflerent ktiuls of foliage, 
and erfiibitiug the arms of £n^.u)d, of Castile and Leon, quar¬ 
terly, gnies, a rastlc, Or; and argent, a lion ram]Kint, imipuie; 
and of Pontliicu, Or, three bendlcts, aacure, with a border, gule,. 
the colors are obliterated, Over these compartments is a epiatrc- 
tbii; and above that, a trefoil, filling np the space to (lie point of 
the whole. The pediment of each romparlment has been rnlily 
adonicd with foliage; and the spamlriis a-'c sculptured with eight- 
leaved flowcis in lozenges: tiie panoels are separated by pm fled 
fijiiab, diiided by two niches. “ Hie comice over the fust story 
is composed of various fidiage and lions’ heads, snimunnied liy a 
battlement pierced with quatrefoils. The second story isibnmd 
of twelve tqien tabernacles in jHiirs, but so divided llial the 
dividing pillar intersects the middle of tlie statue behind it- 
these terminate in oriHmeuted |iedinients, with a bouquet on 
the top; and the pillars that supported them arc also puified 
in two stories. This story also finishca with a cornice and battle¬ 
ment, like die first, and siqiports a third story of sidid mnsonty, 
ornamented with rfugle compartments in relief, somewimt resem¬ 
bling those brfow, and sufiporting the broken shatt of a plain 
cross. The Queen are crowned; her left hand hoUI- 

ine a co MBnliet right, a sceptre, or globe.’'* This Cu>s> 

stai. b 


Vetusta Moouraenta, Vol. III. 











BrilTrOBDSWIKE. 


J24S 


t|n)4« clow to the Fiilroft M Against it, 

tW'b^ iii)ei^)rwd> whkh 

Waltiuin 

Hw vfllagc <rf in t^ted to the 

80Htli<ea9t of Wan^ has tboMme «f ht the Domes¬ 

day Book; as ^^ftpeilaiioia wqipoSiS# to hose derived from 
Ee^’j WeSy * taring of pwe fritter^^wbkh ksuiog frma the 
bU) 4i B^ldch the Faririt <^urck is ^bt^tedr »ow forms part of the 
Fiver. This cpuneace, and the pkosbtg Soeoeiy it presents 
have be^ eeM>Ktted m a s^tinKhtal poem by the late John 
Sfott, Esq. of A»weix viacb w now the pro;»rty and 

mridome of 3. Hooper, Esq. who mnirried the daughter of Mr. 
SO0^^ The poet, after an excurstw view of the siirroanding 
eOOi^ly, returns to tlic immediate uehtbbOuthood of AmutU, and 
f|lu]t|«js the landscapes it affords with great eaaiCtness. 

How pKftorCique the view, where Bp the '>de 
Of that steep bank, her rooft mjiet thatch 
Else mix'd with trees, above whoee awetthig top* 

Aicendt the tali Chuirih tow'r, and loftfe*^ 

'fbe htir« extended n4^ I How pictureaque, 

Where, dow beneath that bank, the ulm stream 
Glides by the flowery fste, and wiilow ipOves 
Wase on its northern verge, Ufiih ttcmblmg taft* 

Of bsier murmiaedl 


On the Ido here meotiooed, a ttfftnte of retgiecffttl homage has 
bcenrikmtiy paid by Boberi Myda% Efq. to tbe genius and fra- 
triotimi of Sip. Hugk who* ^kA conveyed the New 

Fiver to latu^oa, w dti^[%litt of diititeabiet 'Fiat Oidiausted Ins for¬ 
tune, ^ a rim# aP Ms offaits ftoitless. Sevdtr. i 

iBoumfp are |dairi^ fore; ipid in tpe ceobo k a active urn, 
ttaodim Vpoa a pedesiM^Wou*|iIed by «tJose thMkt of aver- 
greens. Anhumiption i»^grav«o mi 0it of titepedestal; 
that oti the soudi is as foftows: 


Q3 


Sucred 
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Sttcrn! fn the AU’^mry t>f 
S/rJIvr.tt Mvpbitos, Btnvmti 
ff-'haie Mrrcf fful Cure, 

Msisted hy the Putromige ftf'liis King, 

Conveyed this Strewn to LONDON. 
immortal If’orli: 

Since Man cannot more nearly 
Imitate the Deity, 

Than in bestoxcing Health. 

Tlic iiiscriptioii on the north side is a Latin translation of the 
above; that on the west, records the distance of Cbudvcell, the. 
other source of the N'ew River, at two niiies; and the meanders of 
the river from AniwcU to London, at forty more.: the ca.st side 
records the dedication of this “ bumble tribute to tl»e genius, ta¬ 
lents, and elevation of nuiid, whicli conceived and executed this 
iiiiirortant Aqueduct,’’ by ‘ Robert Mylne, arcliitect, engmecr, &c.' 
in the year M. D. CCC. 

It a{>pears from the register of AniwcU, that the Plague has 
twice raged in this village: first, in the year 1603j and again in 
the year 1625 .. The Rev. Thomas Uassel, who has recorded 
these facts, and has enriched the register with various anecdotes of 
the persons mentioned in it, was A’icar of Arow’ell upwards of fifty- 
seven years, and dying at die age of eighty-four, iu September, 
1657 , was buried in tiic Church. Here, also, was interred Mr. 
William Warkee, an Attpniey, author of the p(>*an called 
Albion's England, who died iu Marsh, 16 O 8 . 9 . On the litl) 
above the Church, are traces of a very extensive Ewtijicatim, the 
rampart of wliich is very distinguishable on the side overlooking 
the vale through wliich the river Lea fimvs. ]ji d»is parish, glso, 
on the side towards Hertford, is Barroto Field, wherein is a large 
tumulus; and not far distant arc rem^ pf an ancamt rogd, prt»- 
bably of Roman origin, 

WAR?; 

|s an anriij^i'Snd populous town, situated on the west side of 
tlie river and having a considerable trade ih mah: com, 

|n tlie pp^j^day Ropk it is called Wa^s; but In other did wrir 
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tings, it has the name of Guarc, and Gmris, from nhich Sahnon 
was induced to imagine that ttie Danes,, who infested this neigh- 
iKMiriiood in the time of Alfred, had their place of arms eitlier 
here, or inin»ediately adjacent”* The stratagem by which that 
renowned Sovereign obtained possession of the Danish fleet, by 
diverting the waters of the Lea tVom their former chaimcl, obliged 
(he Danes to abandon their Camp, and reheat into Glocestersbire. 
Wlicllier Edward the Elder ever built a town here, as sonve wri¬ 
ters have sup|)oscd, is nitiier questionable; as, in that case, it 
would doubtless have been made >ndependent of Hertford, which 
it does not appear to liave l>ecn till loj^ after the Conquest; 
though its annual value was then about fifty shillings. 

At the time of the Domesday Survey, Ware was iield by Hugh 
de (trenteinaisnil, to whom it had Iteeii given by the Conqueror; 
and fioni wliosc family it passed, by an iieiress, to Robert Btanch- 
muius, lM»rl of Leicester. Hieir son, Robert, dying in the reign 
of King Jolin, bis inheritance descended to Amy, married to Si¬ 
mon tie Montford, ami Maigaret, married to Sayer de Quincy, 
afterwards Earl of Wiociiester, who, on a }>artiliou of the estates, 
became posst'ssed of this manor, among others, m right of his 
wife. “ Before his time,” says Salmon, “ a great uroii dudn was 
put across the bridge, to prevent a road bore to ilie disadvantage 
of Hertford. The Bailiff of Herttbrd Itad tlie keys in liis (Ktwer; 
and no carriage with imrses or harness could go over witliout pay¬ 
ing a toll to him, which toll was esteemed worth lOl. 13s. 4d. 
yearly. But the Earl broke the chain, and laid the road open, 
which made this a great tboroughtarc, brought trade to the town, 
and occasioned buildmgs in it.'’t Ttiis bohterous Nobleman, who 
acted a very con^icuous part in the Baions’ Wars, died in the 
fourth of Henry tlie Third; but Margaret, his widow, survived till 
tl»e nineteenth of the same reign, spending much of her time at 
the PrioTjf here, which she had considerably enlarged. Roger, 
,b«t second son, inherited this manor; which he gave in bisUte- 
tijne to his ycgulger brother, Robert, wlro marrievl Helen, daugh- 

Q 4 ter 


* Hist of Herts, p. 243* 


t Ibid. 
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wlioui, ^vas iiiHnwd lo Ihiltlnui do MaAo. wAo laid tliiy niaiior 3i 
parroi of her inheritanoe. His dciCoudanf, Tlionias, Lord Waike, 
%\ho «as Constiiblo of the Towor, and Go\€tnor of Hertford Cat¬ 
tle, HI the roign of Edward tlie Secoml, dying without tsiuo, his 
possesMous de\ol\ed on hW sister Margaret, widow of Edmond de 
Woodstock, Eirl of Kent; whose youngest daughter, Joan, mar¬ 
ried to Sir Tliomas Ilnllaiui, afterwards inhciited; ami in lui 
right, SirThounis eteiitually assumed tlie title of Eail of Kent. 
Thomas, his successor, was constituted Marshal of EngLud by 
Richard the Second, and had an anmiity of lOOOl. granted tiiin 
out of the Exchequer. On his death, Thomas, his son, succeeded: 
lie was created Duke of Surrey by the same King, sitting ciowncd 
in Pariiament; and lost hH life in his scrsicc, being slam at Ciien- 
rcster wliile endear oiinug to excite .ui iusuncction. Edmond, lut 
brother, aud next heir, was killed .it a siege in Bul.tgiic, by an 
arrow discharged flora a cross-bow, on which his possessions weie 
divulcd araong ins to-lieiis, and Ware became the pjopiuly of 
Thomas de Montuiutc, iu tight of Eleanor, bis wife, laimond’s 
fourtli sister. Aiito, their daughter and heiress, inurried llKhaid, 
son of Ral{di Neville, Eail of Wcstmorelaml, and father of the 
Gicat Ear! of Warwick, wlio w,is slam at Baniet fight. Isibel, 
eldest daughter to the latter Nobleman, married (leoige, Duke of 
Clarence, after whose murder, this manor fell lo the Ciowm. 
Henry the ,S«'\enlh gumled it lo his mother, the Countess of 
Richmond j but, in the first of Henry the Eighth, it was restored 
toMafgaret de laTok, daiightirof the Duke of Clareuce, ou 
whose attainder, and subsequent decapitation, iu loti, it again 
reverted to tlie Ctown.’ Queeu Mary restored It to ftie daugh¬ 
ters 


** The f< 
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very interoiting rcuosjiective sun ey of tlie bloody 
r$ ul this manor, and then unuicdutc connciuons, 
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lers and coJjciii’ssea of llenn-, Lord Montacuto, first son of Maiw 
garot, under a partn-ular setrlcment; and the reversion being after¬ 
wards granted, by Queen Elizabeth, to Katherine, the eldest, she 
sold tlie manor to Thomas Eansliaw, Esq. who claimed the mane- 
rial rights, and tlm privilege of a Tuesday roarhet at Ware, which 
were allowed. He held the office of King's Rememliranccr in tbe 

Evehequer; 

i, the proda:t)on of a correspondent who has been already al'uded to, as 
hat .Mg made considerable collections towards a History of this County. 

I'.Jmond Plamagcnet, Karl of Kent, husband of Mantartt de Make, 
Lady of this manor, was behe.T’cd tbe nineteenth of Marth, 1330} 

4 Ed. HI. 

John de Holland, Duke of Exeter, and Richard the Second, tsvo erf 
the sons of Joan I'lantagcnet, i.ady of tins manor, (daughter of Edmond 
and Margaret,) vs ere both put to death under Henry the Fourth, A. D. 
1100; and ’1 homas dc Holland, Duke of Suney, Lord of tins manor, 
sou of 'i'lu>nM>, liairl of Kent, and gtruidsoii of the said Joan, was mur¬ 
dered at Cirencester the sime year, 

Richard Neville, Eailof balishuiy, husband of Alice Ue Moniarutc, 
laidy of this m.inor, aru mother of the Duke (rf Surrey, uas beheaded 
3t M'akf field in the second ol Kd. IN . by order of Margaret of Anjou, 
the very same chiy that Jus son. Sir 'I'homas Neville, lost hi- life in 
battle. 

Riehaid Ntsillo, F.irl of NVarwick and S.ilisbury, and Loid oi this 
ni.inur, and John jNeviiie, M.irquis of Mentiicute, his broih.cr, (sons of 
Kichaid, Earl of SJtlisbury, and aNlice,) \\tit both killed .u thi hittlc 
ofDi.inct, tn thcekvenihot Ed, lY. 

Edward I’lantageuc't, Prince of Wales, first husband of ihe .riinge-t 
daughter of the Earl of Warwick, was murdcicd by Richard, Dtn.c of 
tilct’cster, at Tewkesbury, on the fourth of May, 1 P. 1. 

George, Duke of Clarence, husb.uid oi the eldest diughtcr < i ihe 
Kill of Warwick, was i.mrdered in the Tower, the cigUtcci.iu of Feb¬ 
ruary, in the.«ex«ntceiiih of Kd. IV. , 

Richard, Dsrke ol Gloeesier, who became King bv' the title cf 
Richard the (liird, second husband of the youngest iLuigliterof the l-.iti 
pf WarwMc, wa* killed at ihc'battle of Uoswoith, on the twcniy-sc- 
condof^luRg, 1485. 

Edwaid l*feni8gcnct, Eail of Warwick, only son of George, Duke 
^f Clarence, and ‘be eldest daughter cf the Eailof Wanviek, who, af- 

ter 
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ENcbeqiier; and d\iD<»in 1600, was sucit^drd liy ii» tm, Hmn, 
^,bo wtts atienmds knighted. Sir Timm hhtidmmn, was 
made Knight of the Bath at the coronation of Cbarlea the Fa»f, 
in whose cause he was extremely aclitc, as well as his younge 
brother. Sir Riclmrd Faoshaw, though greatly to the detriment o 
the ^mily inheritance. After tlic Kestoralion, lie was created 
Viscount Fandraw, of Dtomorc, in Irdaud, and was chosen to re¬ 
present 

ter the accesaon of Richard the 'rhird, being then only eight yean of 
age, passed all the remainder of his life in unpriionment, and whothcie- 
fore could not hare offended against any laws to which the benefits re¬ 
ceived from their protection had rendered him amenable, was beheaded 
in the Tower, on the fifteenth of November, 149P, under Hen. ^ H. 

Henry Pole, Lord Montacute, (eldest son of Margaret, the only 
sister of Edw'ard Plantagenet, Earl of Warwick,) was beheaded on the 
ninth of January, anno 30th of Hen. VIII. on a charge of treason, in 
designing to place his younger brother, Geoffrey Pole, a clergyman, 
on the throne: a charge which carries on the face of it so strong an air 
of improbabditr, that though one of b)s brothers is said to have evidenced 
it against him, it is difficult for the most credulous reader to believe. 

And, to close this melancholy tram, comes the venerable Margaret 
Plantagenet, Countess of Sahsbury, widow of Sir Birliard Pole, Knr. 
mother of Ilenrv Pole, Lord Montacute, suter of Edward, Earl of 
Warwick, daughter of George, Duke of Clarence, and last of the 
Plantagcneis. The frivolity of the charges brought against her is truly 
contemptible ; and of the judgment of death pasted upon her, without 
evidence, without even the ceremony of trial, our language affords no 
adequate expression of abhorrence. Nay, even when the sentence was 
passed upon her by a vote of Parliament, on accusations which idle was 
not permitted to refute, (for she never was heard in her defence,) it 
seemed as if the King was ashapied of the business, and her execution 
was delayed from the thirty-first to the thirty-third «CHe»> ,VUIj 
when, on an alarm of danger from an insurrectioa in Yoilidbfte,' llki Ks 
be promoted by hpr son Reginald, afterwards Car£nad Pslei'ttBt Aw- 
ty of the sharpened by bis fears, and he coni%ned her W sue 

scaffold. on the twenty-seventh of May, t$41, ia thtf 

of London. |P| e was then seventy years of agfc. She refitsed to nudte 
any sort o^Dofession, and displayed a dignified hertnsm in her 
which reflected all the lustre of an ancestry of princes, and of soidiCMs 
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lament this county in Parliament, His son Thomas, who iiilierit- 
ed the estates, sold the manor of Ware to Sir 'fiionias Bjde, se¬ 
cond son and lieir of John Byde, Citizen and Aldeiman of Lon¬ 
don. He was knighted in April, and was letmned to Par- 

iianient four times as a representative fw the Borough of Hert¬ 
ford; and again in the Convention Parlknnent, which immediately 
preceded the Revolution. He died in January, 1704-5; and tlie 
manor is now the property of Thomas Hope Byde, Esq, his grcal- 
grcdt grandson. 

At a ToamameiU held at V^are, in the twentv-fifth of ilcDry 
Uie Third, and which appear" t<> luive been proclaimed in despite 
of the King's prohibition, Gilbert le Marcschal, the potent Earl of 
Pembroke, wiis killed by failing from his horse, and being aPer- 
wards trampled on: Robert de Say, one of his knights, was also 
slain in the diversion, and several others were wounded. In 1108, 
the town was greatly damaged by a Fiuoii its low situation ren¬ 
dering it very liable to this inconvenieurc, seveial weiis and sluices 
have beeu raised at diifereiit times to remedy it. 

There were anciently two religions establisliments in this town: 
one of tlipin was a Priory of Benedictines, subordinate to tbc 
Abbey of St. Ebnilph, at Utica, in Normandy, to wliicli Hughde 
Crmitemaisiui granted Ibc Cliurch of Wart', and two carucates 
of land in this manor; “ Whereupon,” says Tanner, it became 
a Cell to that Abbey; and, in process of time, was so well endowed, 
that, upon the seizure of the Alieu Priories by Edward the 'Third, 
during the wars with France, this was farmed at 2001. |)er annum. 
ABet the sup|)res$ipu of these foreign houses, tiiis was ^veu, in 
the third of lieniy tiie Kith, to the monks at Siiene. Henry the 
Sixth, for some time, armexed it to the Abbey of St. Mary, near 
Leicester; hut it was afterwards rt'sfored to .Shenc, and, as pm^ 
ce! of ha'possesrions, granted, by Henry the Eighth, to Ttiuity • 
Cc^eg^ in CMUriidge.”* Some remains of the Priory buildbgs 
are shmdtog at a little distance from the Church, near ftie 
.irinks “of the riyer. They chipdy consist of ancient walls, fitted 

“Pi 


* Tanner’s Notiiu. 
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up, and aecommodatcd to the purposes of a modeiro dwelling r a 
small, obtusely-pointed arch, within the north-east angle of the 
building, is sii})porled by corbels, displaying the upper parts of hu¬ 
man figures; one of which a{^drs to be clad in mail. Margaret, 

, widow of Saver, Earl of Winchester, was a great benetactre.ss to 
this Priory; and also made it lier place of resklencc for a considera¬ 
ble time. The other establishment was tor Grey, or FraiKiscan 
Frian; but by whom founded is luicertain: it stood ui the north 
part of the town. 

Ware Chmxh is a spacious edifice, dedicated to fit. IMaiy, and 
consisting of it nave, chancel, and aisles, with an emlKiftlcd lower 
at the west end. The roofs are of timber, and have been oina- 
meuted with paintings and inscriptions, of wliich tUeic au- now 
considerable remains; particularly in the south chauccl, or ('hapel. 
Here the roof is divided into squares, in cacli of winch is some 
figure, or legendary subject; in this Chapel, also, is a single scat 
tor a Cha{dain. The Scfnilchral memorials arc numerous, and 
among them are various aneicot slabs, inosl of which wcrcpilhigcd 
of their Brasses by a knasish Sexton. Among the {mtsoiis of emi¬ 
nence who have been interred here, are Kocsbr d’Amory, I.ord 
of Standon; his Lady, Elizabeth, daughter of Gilbert dc Clare, 
Earl of Glocester, the foundress of Clare Hall, iu Cambridge; 
Sib Thomas Bocchier, son of Hcmy, first Eari of Essex; Sir 
Kichabd Fanshaw, Bart.* and Sir Thomas By U£, of Ware 
Park. The Fcni is ornamented svith various sculptures, represent¬ 
ing St. George, and other sulsjects. At the west end of the Clmrch 
is a handsome galleiy, that was built by the Governors of Christ’s 
Hospital, for the use of the school that was formerly establisiicd 
here, for llic younger children of that insfittition, batwhidihas 
been many years tanoved to Ilertfonl. Sevml jihts-houm, for 
poor widows, &c. are in different parts of the tow«} and various 
other benefactions for charitable purposes have bean made to tfaW 
parish; foe populatioiijjjL which, as relumed ander the act of 
1800, amounted to 2^^hc number of houses to 580. 

Ir 


bee some partUuiars of 14* life under Ware 
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to a piece of grouud called the Buby Fieju)>) at the south^r,^^, 
comer of Ware, io Febniary and March, 1S02, at about thedepih 
of three feet, wwe foond four Stone Cr^ns, each of tlatin forraedl 
of one mass of stone, and hewn with tolerable squareness; each 
lid was also of one pie^. Three of them were lying .within twelve 
inches of eacli other, but the fourtli was at the distance of twraty 
feet. Tire bodies tJiat had been interred in than, appeared 
to have been embedded in linre: tl»e bones were mostly in re- 
gubr OTflcr, and either of a yellow or deep red-hrowji color. In 
one of the cofffajs, the iinpre«sion of the windiog*&hept a[^)eared in 
lire lime, which adlicn d to ^e; and tlie skuU found in the 
same coffin Irad some remains of ^ort and tnfty hiihr on it, at the 
i>ack, and about the eara, The length of the coffiiw varied from 
seven feet three, to siv feet seven; the general tliKkuess of the 
«dcs rvas alrout three and four inches. The stone of which they 
were made had a yellowish hue, and was full of firssU slielis. “ Iti 
the mould was found one small cojrjw'r coin of file Lower Empire, 
Const.uitiue tlie Gteat, or Coustautius; Lead laureate. Reverse, 
fvvo Victoik*s suj^rliag a shield, on wliich na» the usual insciip* 
tioii, voTA vu, or vor-x.”* 

ware P.ARK, tlie seat of Thomas IIojic Bydc. Esq. isveiy 
plcu-santly situated <>u an eminence, cmnmaiultng tlie iicli nieado-!^ 
which extend between Ware and Ilcrlford. The ancient hfe«o-'^ 
House, wliieh had been Uie retirement of the Fn?nli.:uis, andlha 
oecisional resuleiiee of tlwir {H^eccssors in the possessirm of tlie 
manor, was pulled down by Thomas Byde, K,q whll the Chapel 
and long gallery; and a new maasioii, in the mwknn style, was 
erected by the srnne gentlenqan on the acclivity of a hill. This is 
Oicgautly fitted up, and forms the present residence of the family, 
■jhie Padt and groands saie well diversified, and are lendered ev* 
tremely pleasant by the Contigiuty of the uvera Lea a.sd Rib. JtuTu 
‘Mig tliQ time the Bfimcw'was possesses! by Sir Henry Taushaw, the 

flower 

' ' * See account this discovery, with drawings, and admeasure¬ 
ments of the coffins, commuaieated i>y Mr. Gough in the Gentleman’- 
Magazine for May, 1803. 
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flower-garden appears to have been an object of his peculiar altert* 
lion; and Sir Heniw Wotton shies it, in his Essaj on flic Elem. iih 
of Architecture, published in the Beliquiae Wottoniana*, “ a deli¬ 
cate, and diligent curiosity, siiicly without juirallcl among foreign 
nations." 

Sir KiCHARn FansHAW, the tenth child of the above Sii 
Ilenn, was bora in the ancient Manor-House at Ware, in the year 
I 60 T. lie receised hi» education at Cambridge; and having in¬ 
creases! his address and acquirements by traselling into fonigii 
states, was ap|K>inted Ambassador to the Court of Siuiii, In Charles 
the First, in 16’3.>. Here he continued till the commencement of 
the Civil War, when retuniing to England, he took a very active 
part in the Royal cause; and, in had the degree of LI.. D 
conferred on him by the University of Ovl'ord. About the same 
time, also, he was appointed St'nctaiy to the Prince of Waic^. 
At the battle of Worcester, in KiSl, he was t;iken In the Parlia¬ 
ment’s army, and being closely imprisoned in Ixnulon, the rigois 
of his captivity brought on a severe illness, on which ho was jh'i- 
mitted to retire info the countiy, atler engagintr not to extend lin 
walks beyond the circuit of fnc miles. During this refiicmenf, h< 
spent some time at Ware Park, and employed Ins leisure hours iu 
translating Guariiii’s Pintov Fido, or Faithful Sliejdierd; and 
the Lusiad of Camoens; he also made xaiioiis trausiations fiom the 
Latin Poets, &c. In t6'5y, he went to the exileil King at Ried.i, 
and received the honor of Knightliood. Aftet the llcstoration, In 
was appointed Envoy-Extraordinaiy to tlic Court of Portugal, 
where he negociated the match between the King and the lidautn, 
Catherina of Braganza. In lO'bf, lie svas sent Ambassador to 
Madrid, where, after conducting the aflairs of his mission with 
great ability and creilit, he died in June, Ib'b'O'. His bwly was 
afterwards brought to F^glaml by his widow, and buried in Ware 
Church, where a monument has been erected to his raeinoiy, and 
inscribed with jiiii long epitaph in laitin, stating various particulars 
of bis family In 

* This Is to the following import. ' In a s'ault near this mo¬ 

nument 1^ the body of the noble Sir Kicbard Fanshaw, Ktit, and Bart. 
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In the meadows opposite to Ware Park, on the south-east, are 
the springs of CHAD^ELt, the prt^r source of the Nctv River.* 
I'hcse are concentrated is a small jtool, or bason, surrotmiled by 
a liftht railing, from which the stream slowly issues in its course 
towanis Ixjudon, and b swelled at a little dbtaBcc hy a cut from 
the river Ia:a. This circumstance b thus poetically noticed in Scott’'* 
jiocni of ‘ Atnwcll 

Old Ijca mcanwliile, 

Hcneath his mossy grot, o'eihung with bougtis 
Of poplar quiv’ring in tl.e breeze, surveys 
\\ ith eye indignant, his dimimsh’d tide, 

'I hat laves yon anciein Friory*s wall, and skou'' 

In its clear mirror Ware’s inverted roofs. 

HERTFORD 

Is a tout! of considerable antiquity, but of uncertain oiigin; 
though it is known to have attained inipntlance very early in the 
Saxon times; and a S_vnod b recorded to have been held here as 
early as the year 0/0, or 673. Its situation on tlie Emiiu-Strcct, 

and 

of ttie .iiicient family ul the Fans/iau'it, of Ware Park, Hertfordshire, 
and tenth child of Sir Henry Panthaw. He married Anne, eldest daugU« 
ter of Sir John Harrisson, Knt. of Balk, in the same county, and by 
htr had <bt sons, and eight daughters j of whom Richard, Catherine, 
Margaret, Anne, and Eluabeth, turvived him.—A man most excellent 
for the gentienesk of liis manners, the brightness of his Icaruing, and his 
constant loyalty. In time past, a Joyful exile, he boldly shared the ca- 
Jamiiies of his most seiene king, Charles the SeccHtd; and was made 
by him Secretary at War. After the happy restoration of the monarchy, 
he was conitituted Master of the Requests, Latin Secretary, and a Pri¬ 
vy Councellor both for England and Ireland; and was elected a Burgess 
for the University of Cambridge. He was also appointed his Majesty's 
Ambassador to the courts of Portugal and Spain j at wlikh last, having 
executed his commission with great spirit, he changed a most splendid 
life for a lamented death,—This monument, and the vault, were built 
by his most sorrowful wife, who also brought over his body by land from 
Madrid. He died the sixteenth of June, 1666, aged fifly-nine. 

• ITie more particular history of the Ngw River is reserved for the 
article River Head, in the description of Middlesex. ■ 
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Hitd on a ford of the river Lea, is supposed, by Sataion and others, 
to have occasioned its present narac, which is tliougljt to be a cor¬ 
ruption from Here-Ford; that is, the Jrmfs Por'd; an etymology 
that receives support from the name of the town being frequently 
written Iltreford by the Saxon authors, and in chatters to monas¬ 
teries * nic conjecture that the appellation Flertford, or Hart¬ 
ford, was derived itom Ileort-ford, or the Ford of Harts, seems 
much too fimciful to be admitted, though strengUtened hy the 
arms of the town, a HoH conchant at a Ford; which arms, it 
should be remembered, were not assumed till many centuries af¬ 
ter the Saxon w riters had recorded tJiis place by the name of Htro 
ford, and Hertford. 

Dr. Heylin supposes Hertford to have been a princijwl residence 
of the East Saxon Kings; but, however this may he, it was cer¬ 
tainly of suflkicnt consequeiice to give name to the shire, on tiie 
revision made about the time of the Great Alfred; and if has ever 
ante continued to be the county town. After the Danes were 
driven from this iieighbouriiood, whidi they had very early in- 
tested, tlirougli the facility which the river Lea afforded to their 
shipping, a CA0TLE was built here by Edward the Elder, about 
the year 909 . ' Edvfirdm Rex/ says Ilcmy of Huntingdon, ‘ un- 
no nono Rc^nl std, constrtusit Her^ordiam Castrum non immaaim 
imer Bemjicam, et Minteram, et Jjttye jlmnimt non prifunda, sed 
cktrissima.’^ The same King is also recorded to have built and 
fortified the town, vvbich bad pr^ably been wholly despoiled an<l 
ruined by the Danes. * Hoc Aimo/ arc the words of the Saxon 
Chronick, under the year 913, * circa Matlini Fesiuntjimit Eud- 
vMirdun Ilex axtcdifirnri aqtiUomrem wbem apud Heorotfordam 
irder Mimcrdif/'Jiem'fcan, et I^ean:-^irderim aliqm pars copia- 
rmi erexU irtbem' apud Heorotfordam ub dustralipatte Lpgecc '— 
from which i|; apjvrars, that ifienorth jjUrt of the town was that 
first built by E^ivan!, and the sotithcm pte the last. 

At tlietinienf the Survey, Ilettfo^ contained 146 

FlWge^i, aiMr ad two Chuftheti ; the ted houses were then 

divided 

II«rts, p. 29.; ! t Lib. V. p< 353. 
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dltvMed Iw'twoca the King, aud ei^t of his prmdpal oflurrs, among 
whom was I’eter da Valoiacs, whc||||||Mj[ieen coiistitiikd Governor 
«)f lleriford Castle, and who was |^^^r ds ^M ifirmcd iu Umt post 
Ity lleiirv the First. Robert Fitlm^ffiPwl^iarried the heiress 
of the Valomcs’ lamily, chiimcd of tills Castle in her 

right, at the time that King StepiraP® seizing the Barons' castles 
into his owt» liands. Notwithstaudiug claim, it was given to 
Ifiiliard de Moothdiet, together with the Foresfshipof Essex: and 
V as aflerwaids purchased, with that olHec, by King John, for IDO 
iii'iihs, in tJie secoiul of Ids reian. The ibUowing year Robert 
Fil/walter was again in possessmn; t)ut he wiw once n n c disseised, 
and the custodv of the Castle w . enmoiitted hv the King to Wal- 
ter <ic fjiod.irviI, Kiif. a relanu r of Falcirsius de Brent. Tfaistio. 
U'Hior hraudy defended the Castle againsi Lewis, the Uauphin of 
Fiance, aud the confederated Barons, during a siege of nearly 
‘our weeks; but at length snrrendeied on honorable terms; the 
goods, horses, and arms, of the besieged, being allowed to cou- 
fmne their own. After the suricmler, Robert Fit/walte- claimed 
the lestoraf’ion of the Ca.stle lo hiuiself, but was refused by the 
Dauphin, who told him, that, ‘ the English had Ixtraycd their 
King, and sveic, llierefote, unlit to ‘le trusted.’ This answer, 
conjoined with the geneial insolent conduct of Lewis to the Barons, 
plainly intimated that his own intentions were to profit by the ex« 
istmg differences, and. iu the end, obliged iiiin, by the re-action it 
occasioiu'd, to abandon his citlerpriro, and leave the kingdom. 
Fiom this {tcriod, to the reign of Edward the Hurd, warious go* 
seniors were successively ap|K>inted; and, in the fifth of that So* 
vert'igu, it was detei mined, ou an inqtiisiUtsn, that * llie Castk 
mid Boiough of f leitfonl svere held of tin? King in capite.' The 
King had also the right of uppoinfnig the Poricr of the Castle, 
w ho.se salary was rated at twoptaice per day, 

III (he year 134S, Edward created John of Gaunt, his fourth 
son, Earl of llichmoud, and granted him the Honor, CasUe, and 
Tow'U of Hertford, as a fdaee where he might ht ‘ Iwiged and ac¬ 
commodated i« a manner suitable to Ids dignity.’ Wliile the Castle 
was in his possession, it was the oecasiottal rewdeuoe of John, 
VoL. Vn. Aprii,, IBOfi. R King 
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King of France, wlio having been made prisoner by Edwunl, tin* 
Black Prince, at the battle of Poitiersi was brought to Kiiglniwl, 
where tin; lingering years of his captivity were softened by every 
attention that the generous victors crnild bestow. David, King of 
Seols, was also a prisoiKU' here about the same |ieriod; ami lu re, 
in the year IJov’, died Joan, his (Jiiceii, sister to Edward the 
Third. 

Heury, Duke of l.aiu-usler, son of John of (Jamil, kept his 
court in Ilertfonl Castle at the time of liiciiard llie Sei oad'sdviu)- 
sition; and after he had himself assnined the reins of empire, he 
settled the Castle and Kwn on Joan de Navarre, his (^leeii, for 
her lite; and she continued to possess them till the seventh ot 
Henry tlic Fifth, when Ireing charged with conspiring t<> ( tVect the 
King’s death by sorcery, ail her estates and honors were fitrfeited. 
The Honour of Hertford was next Itesfowed on the Lady Ca- 
tiierinc of France, whom the King married, Henry llie .Hixih kept 
his Easier in the Castle in liis seventh year: and the Honour was 
afterwards setfieri on liis Queen, Margaret of Anjou. 

In the reign of Rkhard the Third, Henry, Duke of linckingliam, 
claimcrl the Honour of Hertford, in rigid of deseeul from Hum¬ 
phrey de Bolmn, Earl of Hertford; and tlie Kiiigadmitted Ids claim; 
bill the Duke was lufieaded before lie was secured in the po-^es- 
sion. Henry the Seventh was the next owner, as heir to the hoioe 
of Lancaster; and, in his reign, an act was passed try the Parlia¬ 
ment, ordaining, that measnrc's and wciglits of bra.?s .shotdd he 
kept at Hertford, as standards for the wliolc comity. Henry tlie 
Eighth caused a particular survey of the .state of the Castle to be 
takai, with the intent, a.s imagined, of residing here; !mt it is 
not known that he ever did. In the tweniy-tiftli of Eiiisiheth, the 
Michaelmas term was adjonmed from Loudon to HerttoHl, on 
account of the Pwgwfhat was raging in the iMetropoIi.s, and all 
the courts were kept ill the Castle: this was also the cas**, and from 
a simiUir cause,tbirty-fourth, and Ihirty-fiflli, of the same 
feign. The (MH^cjisioually resided hefe; and in this ha.s pro- 
Imblv orkimtlMK; traditional tale of her imprisonment in tlie 

Castle; 
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C*tslU ; and a mm ill chamber, ia Hm highest Um«r, i> now jioiuleil 
Milt an the scp.ie of her caphiity. 

Aliout the M ii‘<il( filth of J.iinei tlw Fust, alt the liiiuoiU!i, hinds 
diid icM'iiiM's of ti.e < town, at tleittoui, cso'pt «hat aroMt from 
till nulls, win, In the Kmg, uttlhd in truslets tor the usi'ol 
!*iin( “ Clidile, ami after the laftir had asiiudeil the Tlirooe, la 
hi> si\t|i vear. he granted the Maiioi ami Castle of ilcitfunl, to 
\v dll nil, Fail ol Nalbhury, whose tlesceiMlanf, the lueseut Mai* 
•l.us ol Sail btuj, is now owner ot the manor The Castle was 
h isi<i l)v Ltrl William, ioi a ti m of jeais, uiidee a reserved 
.uiiuiol lent oi ten sluilugs, to Sir Wilhtin Hairiui,t<int Kut. 
Ill till situe leign it was assigned to‘sir W liliam Cowper, Bart, 
who was a yealous siipjHuUi of the Hojal ratise, and vsas im' 
piisomd liy the Pailiament, i» FW House, London, with John, 
ti's «ld«‘sl son. The latter died iii i oiihneintuil but Sir WiUiaiJi 
siiniiid till liouliles, and [lassed the residue of his da}* in an ho- 
iioialiK '((iieimiit .il the Castle. He l«. jueathed it to his fifth 
son, 'spenm CoijHi, Fsij. who sold it to E<hvard Cox, ofCliCs. 
hunt, and le liaiiiig made laiioiis reparatbiis, resold it to the 
Cowpiis, snue wlinh it has had vaiioiis posscssois, and has late* 
!> hteii lined h} fin Fast India Couipaii}, lor the inii|)Ose of estas 
lilisliing a Cot.i,r.t.t, for the edncatiou of youth destmed to fill 
the saiious otBiis tu the tivil dejiaiUncnls iti India.* 

11 2 Very 

*' 'Ihcentiii ptm foi the g wtmrtttm of the Coil t oe hnot rctai 
n i,< u, (Apid 111,) Inn o cxpicied to lit *0 in ilie ct> irse of the p e- 
Miii m mill \ ‘ Prtlinimsry \ lew’ of thceoablishiWiiK hati, hcwevM, 
!)<tn inije pyWn. , md a> the details tiiui prowulgnted, aie e\ demly 
ui M on winch the final arrangemtiit will ht formtsJ, the geotra’ oiil- 
fmt IS inn eistn. 

file 1 II it mango mat l).is taken place in the affant of the East Inaia 
Company, ssitbn the !a« thirty or fo-tv sc irs, occanoned bv iht in- 
crcise of powti tint has fol'osved the tAtei’Mon of etppne, haa rendered 
It an I'hjtct of I'lP utmost tonMtjuence, “ lo pi is'de a supply of persons 
duly qualilu’d to dlsclnryc the satious and impottani duties fiq i re 1 
fiom the civil *crvrfnt>i)f the Company, in administering the govtui- 
mont of India.' 'lhs>»e who formerly aciud in tlic capii,iiy oi factors 

aad 
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Xm few remain* of tlw origiwlCASTT.K are nw MaiKlmg, 
those are principally co.ifiiK*d !• »!«*> otrter m\h, which show prK 
of one lownd, and some angular lowm. The p.w»t borK of .he 
Caslle is cJiierty of brieJi-work, ami apparently «f the «i««e otMarnes, 
or Charles the First. e\rept the high tower, tlHU has Wen men- 

tiwmf, 

and jnerdnants, are now called upon to administer, throughout their 
respective districts, an extensive system of finance; and to fill tlie im¬ 
portant offices of magistrates, ambassadors, and provincial governors. 
“ The education of those destined to fill these offices, sho'.ild certainly 
be founded on the firm basis of learning and sdenee 5 on a knowledge of 
theprinciples of ethics and civil jurisprudence ; of general history and tlte 
laws of nations; to this should be added a more-particnlaf acquaintance 
with the language, history, atjd manners, of those nations amongwhich 
they are to exercise their respective fu.actions. I'he cultivation and iin- 
provetaent of their jntelleetuai powers should be accompanied with such 
a course of moral discipline, as may tend to excite and confirm in them, 
liabits of application, prudence, integrity, and jusiiite; and to render 
this system of education fully efficient, it is essential that it be inculcated 
and enforced under the sanction and inflaence of the Christian Keligion.” 
Upon these principles, wlncfa “may reasonably be expected, under the 
favor of Providence, to be productive of a benign and ealightyued poli¬ 
cy towards the native subjects of India, to improve fbeir native Condi¬ 
tion, and to diffuse the happy influences of Chtisitanity throw^hout the 
Eastern World," the establishment at Hertford i» formed. . 

The plan of this establishment comprebimds two institutions: “a 
School, into which boys may be admitted at an e.-triy age; and a Col¬ 
lege,*^.- the reception of students at the age of fliteen, to remain till 
„they,^ eighteen, or till they are sent by the Court of Directors to 
their respective. dcstinatioiH, In tilt'Sthrjol, the pupils will be taught 
the elements of learning, and -uth oiht r atfomplishmestts as 

are the usual olgct t's onostruction m the larger seimnaitvs of tiutcoun-, 
try. Especial attention will le paid t(bo to such parts of education as' 
may serve to qaall^||b for pubrM!;|^ti^i||f^>, and fopffie higlier depart¬ 
ments of comm^jOHp In the the siu^t willbe in.truct- 

ed by course^j^^Hp, upoa a pfe'n similar tfsai adopted in the 
Universitiesdesi^.tkit the SetufoityU be introductory 
to the Coll^^^^p who- passed thstxiJ&tth iastitutioos, 

will 
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tioHcd, and wliwU is iiw>*e,lH)((rfait> a»id corinmauds, from the leads, 
4 H e\tcnave project over ‘Hid adjatseni country. The apartments 
arc mostly small, but neat, and convenient; the whole*'interior 
liaviii!? been reccully titte<! up for the purtmscs ot the College, 
ttoiieaih are some strong vaults, and a subtcrrsuicous |wssage, ic- 

R 3 puted 

will enjoy the advantage of a uniform education, Itegan in early youth, 
and contmuctl to liieir departure for the duties of their pubfc stations. 

'IV Students will also be fuinished with the means of instruetton in 
the elements of Oriental Jitcraiurc: t.ir this purpose the^ will not on¬ 
ly be taught tlie rudiments of ih. i'iatic langti'tges, mwe especially 
the .Vrahic and Pert.ian, but also lie made acquainted with tiio liistory, 
customs and manners of the diCforcnt nations of the East: and as tlic 
study of lasv, and pohtkal economy, is to form an essential part m the 
general system of education, it will be required, that, in t!»e lectutes 
upon thevc snbjeus, particular attention be given to the explaiiation of 
the politii.d and commercial relations subsisting lietween India and 
tJreat Bntain. It is not expected, however, that any very g.eat por¬ 
tion of nine can be allotted to the acquiring a knowledge of theaacrt/f 
languages of the i--ast, but it is pusumed that the main object in this 
rospeit will be attained, if the students !>e well grounded in the rudi¬ 
ments of the languages befie’e specified; and that, on their leaving 
the Cullege, such instructions be communirated, as may enable them 
to prosecute their Uricotal studies during their passage to India.” 

The (’ollcge is to be under the direction and authority of a principal, 
and several professors in the suonces of metlvematies, and natural plulo- 
wphy { humanity, and philology; history, and polUkalcwnoniy; gene¬ 
ral policy, and die law* of England; and Oriental Kieraturc. A teachwr 
of the French language, drawing and ftating mastcis, and other pro¬ 
per instructors, will also be attached to the College. 

llcsides the general superintendence of the College and School in tlieir 
respective departments, *• u will be the office of the principal, more espe¬ 
cially, to wsuh over tlte moral and religious conduct of the students;' 
to inniiK't item in the prindplet of ethics and natural theology, and ia 
the evidences, doctrines and duties of revealed rcl^ien. Whilst ia 
this respect, he it considered as discharging the duty of* professor in 
divinity, so, ih the hpdiiutfy .exercise of b* cleriealvflmcrion, he will be 
required, hts{.fni;jsint^oa with > such ph-SSssors as are in holy orders, to 
ptciuh in the, Chapel; »»d at the stated sc.isons, toperfomt 

ihc iplesnn rig&i fhe Vstablhlkd 
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puted to J niblo Hx’ocrt, Ine 

MaIIs hue beta smroiimhd bv .t «iod», sn(>}»|ii‘(J niliMvatet 
fioni the Ixj, wlnh d<>n>! uikIci the aorth w<(t Ji« nH!<ui<l 
aua has bti ti < oim rted mlo ^<ii<ieiis. N unv lous 

'I he k lu t t> mu hUtaInn an to illu trau tt < liisiirv, in it 

rcmiJiilon I i t pi pli f Ini'n, tmi t icoiut s ju u iii il 11 < lu 

tin in I It 1 id n t •. f tin. Dntiit il 1 1 injei bit molt isttiu of 
\n i inti I’fcri 111 

Ihe 'i'lillii >iU / crtuici willbt nudi intiuk ^ Intii tm t > ti i 
pmijws <t niiirii p’n'i >, b\, tit, vthiii tin rai-it ibtti t j iit I 
pure mat leii itn vtilU ixi'mltt', is liioi t»iui intoihisunt wii il i 
objtii of tbi in tiai'tj), a toiiM nl pt ntifil initrutiim wi i bt tn 
on the iltnifi «f f i n id, djiibia, ind tngononitiis , tiithi n *tii- 
Jiil priptUis ot tilt cvnw jittiiBs, tht naiuu «t It <iitihiit i d t n 
printiple» ol flux tint 

IHt kttuicsin ViXiti.i//Vi/rtvo^iA/«i I elutidmt tht <titiKti t me- 
ilantcs, Indr‘'tints, opiits, and utunom,, ind ml hi iliii tiaiid 
bt ottiDnil tvieiniint In inise itttuits, tit tliiti it'tnioii will 
be dirtittd t) tit artsaad ibitctsof til irnn il t id, ti unit it m 
moie evttn 1 el\ u t ft I u «• n IS i pri pi r tnlk t ii n 1 1 spt i iiit i » sia I 
bt pttfuitd, tit studtnis ui 1 ui t ttt si ms tknnni iiv instiutlKiis 11 
flit mstit, niirti I og\, and r iturai liisttri 

In tl i k u rts on t/o 't fit aud Gtiif uil liteinlun, tl s iwient »sn- 
ftrstl Ktmt ndGrtttt, md more fauitultiG thehistotwnsatfioia 
ID'S, M ' bt jiKtitiilv II stritttl, til Ills t ujsomn^ andcumptiM- 
tini \M 1 i)t tiuj lit, I uh s ith othii stbjttts is tit utidersiotid h\ iho 
term Jitht liitus, and pttultar i nt \ ill bt taken lam 1 1 tfw stu¬ 
dents ptrLct'v atqmmttd wttli tit Lnj'ish iansn'< 4 t% and xuth tht 
Bitiits t( IIS mttl ippmvtd Mfilfis, toulmlitnd, thttf will bt ivti- 
ciW in tiers spirits (s{ totrpositiin ippiopuatt to then lutut ouu- 
pations 

lie krtmeton //fs/x//, iml i’ohiuulLiomiiiif, vuiltlmn tie 
the pi luip'ts of llitist biadt 1 15 t f It unm; IJtsidti i t< mso on iit- 
ral Im t ry, ‘ le pai • >sti n id si nut ts of the modsi ii n ition < f 

X-uro} e will Ik tttau d ' u, n \s tU is th^ pinitipU soi {i m rul 

poiit), oi ih< ifiH||||Pi|.’aud. and •'! ht IhitnH consiuution. 

Ihe GoI.^^HRu to he dn i td into twot<iirni«> fath ton tiling of 
ts tnt) « llUHlt the lirrt of wbnh fommentUd oUtsW^day, tht 
,lh« 1 o” IPB^ 1 be forroei turn m eath ^ oa tlw se¬ 
cond 
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Munifrons p«vi!<>a;es aiid immunities bocn graiiUd to Hert¬ 
ford, by \.in<»us Sovereign#, since the tune oi the ( onqiiuor, who 
hist m<or|Mnal<*d the borougli by (bailor, 1 ho civilgosiriiment 
was ori!{iiM!l> vislcd in a chiefBaihl!, an tindci Baihfl, and oUier 
othiiis, bill tins toini, dft(r being altered at vaiious times, was 
abiogaUd b> James ihe I'lrst, and the jiuusdutiou committed to 
a Mavoi and Coiiinioii Coumil Cliaiksth< *> 00011 ( 1 , by LetUrs 
Tati III, dated iii 1080, vested the Cuiporatioii ui a Mayor, Rc- 

li 4 totder, 

cond >r Itbuuiy, and end on the nineteenth of June i jC latter will 
b(f n on tilt hra ol August, and tnd on the twiiitv first of Dtttmbcr. 
In t I ti I vvrtk of the second teitn ot each >tai. Public exaniinatioiis 
of all the studt nts will be huldc t bv the* professors in i't dilk rent de- 
piitnicnts of iiteiattiiC and siitiue, under ilic supenntendt me of the 
, Mucipii, and, rf ihe tonclusioii of the t \anunaiions. iht pi ntipai uid 
piofessors will, at a generd mcilmg, ariaii, e the stiulents 11 foui sepc- 
rate bits, molding to thin rt»ptttive meriij A <opy ol these lists 
will be fraintnitted to the ilono’ ibit C ourt ol Directors, loi mseitioti 
111 the public ucords oi the Cernpanv , and on this occasion, the Chair¬ 
man, the Dtpiuv Chairman, the College Cumniittct, and such c'hur 
ol the Directors as may think pioper, w 11 attend'o distribute prizes 
and medals to the mo^t deseum^ ol lie students 'Hit moial and re¬ 
ligious discipline of the C olieye will be rtf. il ted b atsdt ol ordinances, 
approved by the Couit of Direiinu, and subject to such improvements 
as tune and experience may stipgest. 

I he compensBUon to be m idc to the Company b\ tiie vtodeiits of the 
Cohigi*, at the coniincnttmtnt ol each Mini, isfiitv guiiuK, for wlmli 
they will be supplied vvith cveiy requisite antmnioduion duiin^ il it 
terra, a lew articles CMepted oi puvaic ciinvinicute 1 lie innuilsum 
to be paid to the Mastti oi me Vliool issi vt nts j,uin( is, which, w ith- 
out any additional chaf'c, will include, lie sides the 11 ml cotiist ui clas¬ 
sical instruction, the 1 lemh language, vvming, amliiietu, mathema¬ 
tic , dtawing, and dancing. 

Ihe College will be exclasively apptopruted to the tcception of the 
students designed fbr the civil service of the Company abroad, but the 
School will be OpWiip the public* at large —A model and designs lor a 
new ,0041^^1(1 be erected at J^eifiord, of a quadrangular fonn, 
have btiSat ii|t apiijr approved of by the Court of Direttcw, ami 
fho btuli tp| jtfDdttctfid immedwtcly. 
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cordet, tea Aldenneii, a Chamberlain, si&teen Assutants, and 
otbtf officers; and under tliis cbaiter the Bottmgh is now governed. 

Hw earliest return of members to ParliaineDt from Hertford, 
vras in the twenty-sixth of Edward the First; but, after the fif¬ 
tieth year of Edward the Tliird, no return aj^iears to have 
been mark till the twenty-first of James tlie First, when the 
right of sending was restored ou a petition from the Corjiordtion, 
It is probable, however, that a precept, or writ, Jiad been issued 
in tlie'inlcrmediate time, as the Burgesses soliciled to be excused 
retimiiug members, on account of poverty, in the time of Henry 
llie Fifth, nre right of election is vested in the iuhabilaut house¬ 
holders, resident freemeu, &c. Hie Dumber of voters is about 
580 . The Burgesses were fonnci ly obliged to funiisii one miui 
cDmfdeteiy armed, to attend the King in any warlike expedition. 

Hertford had formerly five Cut? ru BES; four parociiial, and 
one belonging to the Priory; but only two are now standing; 
these are respectively dedicated to All Saints, and to St. Andrew. 
‘All Saints, tire principal Church, is a large eiUltce, starrding in the 
south-east part of the town, and consisting of a nave, chatu'el, and 
side aisles, with a low tower aiitl spire. At the west end is a large 
gallery for the use of the younger cliildreii belonging to Christ’s 
Hospital, who are bronglrt up in ibis tow it till vacations occur in 
the School at London. The monuments are numerous: one of 
the most ancient is a slab at the cast end of the south aisle, ou 
which has been a male figure, inlaid, of brass; but only the feet 
are now left: beneath is this inscription: 

It; e;jR maistre It{iu Hutneei c«(ti;ft iati f K^aieite ituens 
it la l&ssm Katbetinr kgud treettanea it s'”' io' b’ottebte* 
fan it 6te mt, jcjcftj ♦Uont bieujr ait fantt.* 

Among the raoderu inserijilions, is a very long one in the 
chancel, of SiR John Haesison. Knt. of Bails, in 

this 

died on Me It^dh <if October, in tkspnu' tifti'iil'l 1435, 

I Queen appears to have been a freeiuent'' 
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tbb parish, who was a Commiasioner and Farmer of the Customs 
in the reigns of Cbaito tiiefirst, aaid Second: he died m h« 
eightieth year, in September, l609* ScTcial of Umj Dunstrn, of 
Jenningsbury, were also bnried IictB; as well as ot many other le- 
sjwctdble families. In &. Andrew's Church, which stands on the 
iioitli side of the Lea, are likewise raanj Sepulchral memorials for 
dtiicrent riunilies. 

The Pbiohy, which stood in the east part of tlic town, and on 
the site of which a gootl modem house has been erected, was 
fouiMled for Monks of the Beuedittiue Order, by Ralfdi de Lijne- 
sej, who had lauds in this town gmuted him by the Con<i»eror. 
It was (ledicatetl to the Virgin Mary, and made subordinate to 
St. Alhau's Ahltcy; to wluih it continued attached till the .Su]V 
pression, in tlie reign of Henry tiu.* Eiglitli, when its revenues 
were, atcoiding to Dugdaie, estimated at 7'2l. i4s. 2d. aimualK: 
but Sjieed records them at 861. 1 Is, 8d. Henry, in Ins twenty- 
uitilli year, gr.inted the Piiory, with all its appiuteimnces, to Sir 
Anthony Denny, his wife, Joan rh<im})emoun, and ilicir heirs; 
wiice wlmli it has passed tlirough smioiis families, both by dcsreiit 
and ptirclmse, llaljih de Liinesey. the launder of fliis Priory, and 
said to Imvg b«;a nephew to the Conqueror, heian.e, in liis latter 
years, a Mosk: on li'i own cstahlislmieiit, aud wasbmied in llie 
Priory Church. Ih-rc .dso was interred Kohn Sad>n"to», a Justke 
Itinerant in die reign of Henry tiie'lim'd, and itighh favored by that 
Ring: he died at ileitroril while on a jouniey, in the year 1 
Tiuiner mentious another religious house m Oiis town for Fkiaks, 
and 'called Xe Trnutye:’ this was $i)bo 0 liuate to Mottiiiden, in 
Kent; and at the Suppiessbn, was granted to iJic aboie ''ir \jt 
thoiiy Demiy. 

llertfoid is a sery healthy, respertahle, and inijtioim" town; 
the Semam, and Marht-Jhuse, and TowioIIuil, weu- lo-buiU 
between tlurty^,«m) iaty years ago, luid 'are haod.w>me brurkedk 
fices. The Shel, Gottt Stk^l, or that toimecled with Christ’s 
Hospital, Imilding at the east cud of the town, fmrtuing 

thieetil '«iljl' rt I'littdiSflgle; it ermtaias sulHcienl aceoiRmndations 
ami about tliai uutuhef are now leri* 
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dent. In thi<i town is aho a good Gmnmar f!i hoi>l, originally 
founded ami nuioaed In Ricliatd Hale, Esq. of King’s Walden, 
m tlic time ot .lames tiu first. Since that period, the Sihool has 
been re-buill, and the eudowmciits mcreastd by vaiknn benefac¬ 
tors. Among other donations, Bernard Hale, Esq. g.tse lOOl. 
per mmuni, toi establisliing seven srbolarsliips at Peltr House, 
Cambiitige, for boys educated on tliis toimdation. The nmnber 
of inlinbitnuts in the four pafishes ttf Herltoifl, and ui the Blue 
(Joat School dist tut, ds ndurned uadei the A< tot ISili, amoinit- 
«d to .5 500; of whom 1702 weitina'is and l.ijjt'ftmalc' t!ic 
nuntbei of houses was SW. 

Among the many elegant seats m the noighbourhoml of Ileit- 
foid, IS BALLS, the projwfty ot the Marquis Towtislnud, to whom 
it was bequi'dlheil by Etheldieila, daugiiter and heiress of faiward 
iiariisOR^ Esq. who iiianied Chailes, Loid Viscount Towiislieild, 
grandfatbei to (he preiM'ut Maiqiiis, who was tlw younger sou ot 
(icorge, the issue of tlus marriage Tlie House stautls in a \tiTy 
plea-iant Paik, suid (Oimnauds an evteusiye view osei the wr- 
Tounding lonntry it was Iniiit in the time of Cliarles the Fust, by 
Sir John Harrivni, Kut. vs ho lies buried in AH Suiats Lbuieh, and 
who inudiascd this estate from the Willu’i. Balfe |pve tiame to 
an ancient family, of whom .Simon tie Balk* w(k w rq^Cseututive 
for Ileittmd m the time of Edward the First. 

BUlLKENDEN BURY, which adjoins Bails «Mi tlm south, is 
the pleasant seal of — AJorgaii, Esq. and is stltiafed in a large 
Faik, well luuiished with svood and water, ’lliis cslate IfHS had 
various pos.scssois since the era ot the I)is.soluti«4|, at wlikf) 1l{|^ it 
belonged to the Abbey at \\ altliam, in Essex, to wllhjli fonndiflkK> 
if had been granted oi coiifirmc'd by Edward tlw C<Ht^isS0r. 
The Abbots bad hbeily of ftec-walien, with the privik*ges of lisli- 
ing in the Lea, and making what pools tliev ideaimd witiib the 
firurit of tiie manor. 

BA\ FORD, which had Iweu held by iff 

Edward tlie Confessor, was, utter the 
de V-al(Hn«s, from whose family it came into 
Cl own, suid, ifl the lime of Edward tlie Thirdi, ''i(i iSl'*^1fhe 

H 
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Kbg in capiie, by Ae Srrofic. In tjic reign of Ednard 

the Sixth, Jt bejoiiged <® M» Mnightom, and waa comeyed by the 
nMrtiage of a dauj^r of ®r Gcorgo Kirightoii, uho ditd tn 
UdO, to Sir John rerrefil, who was nGentkman of the I'rvy 
CiMiiiliei lo Qtimi lili/abeth, lamca t!ic Fuat, aud Chtulea flu Fuat. 
It was altdwarda conveyed to tlie I by the tuaniage ut 

i >>i.u)d (laiigliid of 8ii John Fenors, witli Fhomaa Fanshaw, Esq 
son ol Sii llioiium, ot Ware Park. This a^ntieinan, alter tlie 
dt«< asi (It li.i vmIi, sold it to John Mayo, Esq. whose sou, hia< I, 
w Is slii'ull ol Herts m (he year l66». Oii the death of the J il- 

tci, this iiianm was sold lo-I-^ngi liaii. wiiose daughter aud 

Iniitss maiiitd Charles C<iesar, tsq a destuuiant ot .% Julius 
< e>ai, aiul left two daughters, so-luiussa's, one ot \iltom was 
inained to bit Chbies Cottrell IJonner, Hut and the other to 
llobert Chester, Esq. rioni this taiutiy the llayloid c-Iale w ts 
(Huehased by 'sir Wilbaiii UaUr, Knt some tune laird Mayoi of 
Loudob. whose tides! son, Wilhani Eaker, T.sq. one ot the n]»»- 
setttathes tor ihetounU ot llertiorti, is the j reseat jiosstssor. 
BAYrt)l’l> BUHY, the residence ot this gentle man, does not 
stand on the site ot the autieut Mauoi .house, hut is a modem 
building, at a httle distantt from tire villige ot Baytoid '{be 
Park is etttensrve, and the situation oi tlic Mansion high aud 
eommanding. 

Bayibrcl Oiurch is <l«Hlie*ted to the Vnmn Maty, and eonlaius 
eeretal rnoiiumenls ami nisenptrons lor tin lairds ot the Manor, 
'ince the tune of Elizabeth. Apiust tiie uoith wall is tin inoiui- 
meol trfSiK ( 3 £Ok 6 R Knic-HTOK, Knt who is repiesenitd by a 
roei!mibeiit figure ot a Kiught ui tmiiour he died in Kvotiidui, 
1613, a^t the age of sesenty-^x: his arms are h.u ly or tigiii, uigeut 
aud tnmre, and on a canton, Or, a tun, or lianei, gules, in ailusiun 
to die faiutly nttnie, 

liERTlt^Cl^l^^i^RY PARK was 1111 .qqmitci anw to the 
Castle apfieais to base been tonveyctl, by Wii- 

imn* to hii William Ifairington, wlio lold it to 

the tp fh wi w^ora it was puidiased by JohnCulhiqt, Estj. 

Th^ itiiM 111 Bl'i, Ws daugiiti , eonuyed « to tgjHiiCci Coyi- 
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per, Esq, Chief Justice of Chester, fr©#si^ose feniil) it l»as been 
purchased bv the B'llt ’‘s of Bayibrd 

Tlie Maii.r of HERTINGFORDmjRT was granted b> the 
Couqneror to Peter de Vdloines of whose feniaie descendant, 
Eli/abtth Connns. and Sir llirhanJ (afterwards Lotd) Talliot, her 
hushand, of (loodench Castle, hi Herefordshire, it was {Kiuiiascd 
by Edward the Tliirdj and, alter he,i);' powssi'd by the tirejs, 
of Wihon. w.'s 1>\ that Soveieign mnies<d to the Duchy oi Lau- 
cdstei. Ch nil s the Fast granti d it, willi the Matioi of 1!< ittoid, 
to the F'lrl ol S.ilisbuiy, who sold it to Cliristojdici \erDon, Esq. 
ComptroHer ol the l‘.pe Office, hi the EvclitHpier, ol the i.n*, ’s ot 
the Vernons, oflldddon, hi Deibyshiie. His gidiiiboii M.iit it )o 
James ,V‘lb\, Esq. fiom whose fiinuly it wds purcJidwil by U il¬ 
ium, fiist E,ul Cossper, in whow desetndauts it jet contmiH's. 

The silLigi ot HetUngfordbiiiy is very pkasaut, and coulaiiis 
some good houses, oat* of whiih, foiniitly th** piopt'Hy of tlie 
Huiihes Idinils, w is jmrihased of Judy Hughes, tlit, widow of llic 
gallant \<l!iar,ii ol lluil name, by an Earl C'owjw, some years 
ago. In till (litircli, whiili is dediiatcd to Si. Maij, are saiJogs 
meaioiials of iispictabk lainities, and among them a nobie ceno¬ 
taph la nieinoiy of ^liiUAM, sicond Earl Cowper, son of tlie 
Lord Cliaacelloi Cowper, who dkd in 176*4. 'Hie first Earl Cowper 
ssas buried heie in i7~J; as was the third Kail, who died at De- 
ftmliei, 1789; and the fourth and late Eail, in the year 1799- 
Here is abo a moiumient in memory of Sjiencer Cowper, 
brother of the fust Earl Cowjier, who was ai^wiated Chief Justice 
of Chester in J 717; Attoriiey General of the Duchy of Lguohsler 
in 1/27; and soon afterwards a Sergeant at law, and aRtSliee of 
the Couit of Common Pleas- he died in the year I71J8. 

BllANTFIELD, oi Bit andwei d, was givai by^ the Cwqiieror 
to Hardwjn D’Escalcrs, who granted it to the AihlW of Sfe AlliaB, 
to which it was afterwards confirmed by First. ^Fhe 

famogs Ihoma^ a IkcLt^ Archldshop of ' 
of Henry the Second, » record<*d, by Matfhei^ had 

this benefice as his first Cltitrch prefeiment; «tHl n wttKilf jht 
the Rectory a still called after Ids uaine. AUl' 'tj|| H''t uticnt. 
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the manor was possessed tgf jsevcaral fianilies, till, m (be reign of 
Elizabeth, if was sold to likufy Boteler, whoso son, Sir John Bofe- 
Icr, of Hatfield Wood-fiUU, Knt was created Baron Bolder, of 
Brantfield, in flic fourtb of Charles the First, William, second 
Lord Bolder, left several sisters his co-heiresses; Audry, the ddest 
of «horn, married first to Sir Francis Anderson, Knf. and second¬ 
ly, to Francis Lee, Earl of Chidiester. By the latter, she had 
two daughters, co-hdresses; Maty, the youngest of whom, mar¬ 
ried (.leorgt Villicrs, third Lord Viscount Oiaiidison, of Ireland, 
sslio purchased the rcmauniig interest in this estate, and, togetlu t 
with his Lady, lies buried in Braiithdd Church. On the death ol 
John, fouilh Lord Viscount Gi.indison, in the estate dc- 

soiled ujHUi Elizabeth, bisonh surviving daughter, and wife of 
AUiud John Mason, Es'j. Tins I/idy, who was created Countess 
ofGraudison in the s.ime yp.ii, died in 178'-, and was succeede J 
by her <Hjly surviving son, George iVIason Villier<, Eail and Vis- 
eoimt Grandlsoii, who died possessed of this estate in 1800, leav¬ 
ing an only daughter and heiiess, the IjuIj Geitrude Emilia, who, 
at the year l8Ug, was maitied to Lord Henry Siuait, third sou 
of the Marquis of Bute, tlic present ownei BrantfieLo 
1*LA.CE is a small hut pleasant ictuen.eut. 

PANSILiNGER, the delightful residence of Peter Leopold 
Lewis Francis Cow|ier, Earl Cowper, ami Vi^iount Foidwicii, has 
Only become the feiiuly residence of late years, the more iiKient seat 
being Coln GatBK, at a link distance to the south-west. The 
House at Coin Gieen, whitb has been uken down since the de¬ 
cease of the foiwtb Earl Cowper, to J7p,0, was built by William, 
the firsd Earl, wlio wtis advanced to iliat dignity by t Jeorge the 
First, in March, 1718; after being created Lord Con{Wr, Baron 
Cowper, of Wingham, in Kent, in Deceiiilier, 17 Ob', by Qiieeu 
Anne, and appointed Lord Chancellor in the ibllowing year. The 
situation of PafijlltingeT is extremely fine the House has been re- 
cetttl^ imptoyad WBa itgtiarged; and the grounds, though small, are 
pfeasantt bawgtwMtied by tlie vicinity of the Miirau River, which 
fiowa on the touUfwest side. Among tlie oaks is one which has 
boen natped the’tSireai ihk for upwards of a century: it is now a 

very 
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wry healthy and luxuriant trw, untl i« 

giflli, at about five fret from ilie ground; *tlte bvrenaosf brEltcbe^ 
issue at about tlie height of twelve fret. The Coxtpnt, have yeiy 
lareeh increased their ptwssions in this county of late M’.irs. 

TI'.WIXG, or Tfw'in, was anciently jwrcei of the lamb be- 
tonuiiiij to St. Alhan'b Abte y, from which it a|){>ean> to have been 
dissewicd by the Con<iueror, a> IVler fie Valoines obtained |M)s- 
pesdoitj by claiming it under a grant fioni that Sovereign. It at- 
tewarfls gave name to the family (»t 'lywiiige: but, about the time 
of lleniy (he Tinid, it appears to base hceiigi\eu to the Canons 
of St. Baitholoniew, in London; ami, alter the Dissolution, n.is 
grantwl, by Henry Ilie r.ighth, to JolmCotk, Es(|. ofBroxboum, 
with all its rights and prndeges, as possessed by the Priory ot St. 
Bartliolnmew. Frances, chler flaushlei and eo-helrCss of bis son 
Henry, sold the manor toRichaid ll.iie, Iv,(j, in Qumi l^mbrth’s 
time, and Ins younger son, lowitomlie had ghen it, again sold 
it to William (.Veil, Earl of SaUslnny He settled the estate on 
Willwm, his third son, of whose giaiidson, also named William, 
it was purcbased by James rieet. Esq. son of Sir John Fleet, Loitl 
Mayor of London. He find in 1 / 03 , and heipieiithed it to bis 
widow for her life. She soon afterwards matried Jfw^i Sabine* 
Esq. a fiistmguishcd Geneial Oilicer mulei llic Duke of Marlbo* 
rough, and wht» was afteiwards killed at tlie U.tltk‘Foufeuoy. 
Being thus again lift a widow, she inauied, thirdly, in 1739 , 
Chailes, eightii Loot Calhcait, who died the followbg year, 
ilcr fourth and last husband, w.is Lieutenant Colonel Hugli Slac- 
guire, whom slie survived : but, timing tlic greater part of the 
time from the jieriod of her marriage to hmi, to Uiat of his death, 
he kept ber in obst me ami severe cordineuicnt, iu a remote part 
of Ireland.* She died at tbo age of ninety-eight, iiiAugusf, 

ami 

V In the novel of Cavrie Hackrent, written bjj^Maria Edgeweyrtt), 
by her brother li. EdgCwoith, Ksq. the foUovVjr^^paitkutar>» 

.ctrumg the conjuy.ll impiisi’nment of l.ddy Catiicartj'tl'frjP^i’ieiJ^ a 

note (p, tl7, -19,) by that gentlemani who meaiionr rijtt he WWiliJm- 
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and was buried hiTftWiugphurch; but the reversion of the Manor 
was sold, about ten years-before Iter death, by the repiesentativcs 
of Mr. Fleet, the purchaia'r, to William, third Earl Cowper, whose 
descendant, the pteseiit Earl, is now owner. 

TF.WING HOUSE was re-built in a magiiificent manner, by 
General Sabine, who embellished it with paintings of liie Uatlks 
of the Duke of Marlborough ; and lies burieil in the Church-Yard 
of Tcwiii". where a uohic marble monument tvas erected to his 

> 5 " 

memorj; which becoming greatly damaged by the weatlter, ami 
ilbiisage, has been wee mostly removed into the Church. JttsepJi 

Sabine, 


self acquainted with Colonel M’Guire, and had lately questioned the 
inaid.<«crvant, who lived with the Colonel during lady Cathcart's con¬ 
finement. “ Her ladyship was locked up in her own house for many 
ye^s j during which period her husband was visited by the aeigl.bour- 
■iB^^ntry ^^ad it was his regular custom at dinner, to send his coiapli- 
tadnti to Lady Cathcari, informing her, that the company had the ho- 
^ndr to drink her ladyship’s health, and begging to know whether there 
waS any thing at table that she would like to eat. Tlie answer was al- 
way»i-'JLsdf Cgthcart’s compliments, and she has every thing slie 
wants.’—:At,jCblo«iel M'CSuire’s death, her Ladyship was released. 

to of her husband’s death, she imagined that the 
ijesvs. waSf^'Mtrde, and that it was told only with an intention of de¬ 
ceiving her. At that period, she had scarcely clothes sufficient to cover 
her j she wore a red wig, looked scared, and her understanding seemed 
stuj^lied. *^6 aid that slie scarcely knew one creature from another. 
Her imprit^teem lusted above twenty years.—.\n in-tance of honesty 
in a poor irishwoman, deserves to be recorded. I.uly Cathcart had 
some remarkably fine diamonds, which she had conccak d from her hus¬ 
band, and which she was anxious to get out of tiie lunise, lest he should 
discover them. She had neither servant nor friend to whom she could 
entrust them; but having observed a poor beggar w nman, who used So 
tome to the hotWi^r^ spoke to her from the vvmdow of the room la 
vVliich die w»*,eon|pBed,''Wd obtaining her promise to do what she de¬ 
sired, sh^,ll^vV( a ‘■wuedil yontainiug the jewels to her. 'The poor W- 
mah to'the person to whon> they were directed} and, se- 

vefidf-V I tl^'Vit’i'i’irtys/'when Lady Cathcart recovered her liberty, ' sh® 
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Sabine, Esq. grandson to the General, sold this tnansintt and 
estate to Robert Mackay, Esq. and he deposed of them to Charles 
Sthrk'ber, some time an eminent and wealthy furrier. Shire hi« 
dcatli, in IfiOO, his son has disposed of them to Earl Covsjirr, the 
jwesent jKissessor. The aiidciit Manor iio«w of Tewing stands at 
the bottom of a hill, on the north side of tlie Maran River, and 
about JOti yards south-west from the Chun h; it is now inhaliiti d 
by a farmer. On the site of the Mansion of the Fletd family, at 
Tewino Wati'R. has hern erected a new and hamisoine liniise, 
by Henry Cowper, Esq. Clerk of flic House of Lords. 'File 
grounds and scenery arc very pleasant. Mari>en, another beau¬ 
tiful scat in Tewing Purisli, was, in the liegiuiiing of flic last <-cn- 
lury, possesscfl by Richard Warren, Esq. some time .Slierilf of 
Herts, whose grandson -sold it to Robert Slackay, Esq. This 
gentleman pulled down the ancient Mansion, and erected a luaiid- 
somc edifice at a little diotance, wliicli, with the estate, tielongs _ 
to the present Ear! Cowper. 

DIGSWELE railed D/i7<(/tfnte//<'in the Domesday Rook, was, 
in the time of Ednard the Eiist, the projierty of I.iiwrence »le St. 
Nichola.s, who, in aii-wer to a writ of quo toarranta, produced a 
grant from Henry the Third, of a we»*kly market, and a ten d.«ys 
annual fair, for llib Manor, lu the reijpi of Richard ll»e Second, 
it bedonged to the Per/o,/*, of h horn John PericAt was Sqniie of 
the Body, and Penoii-he.u-er to that Sovereign; and, in the nest 
rc'ign. Master of the Horse to Joan of Navarre, second wife to 
Henry the Fourth. His descendant, 'i'hoinas Periciif, ]foq. who 
was Sheiilf of Essex and Herts in the twenty-seventh of Heiry the 
E'ghtli, left four daughters, co-lieircssses, by hiaiy, the eldest of 
whom, Biarried to George Horsey, Esrj. this Manor svas eor.uyed 
into his fiimily; and wits atierwards sold by his sou Raijili, to 
George Perient, Esq. a descendant of its former owners. lie was 
SUerift'of this county iij the second of James 'dm First; and sold 
Digwcll to Ricliard,:j^iey, Esq. who also Steiff of Herts, 
in die Iweutv-sccond" of the same King. WSBiam, his son and 
heir, again sold it to Humphrey Shalcross, Esq. whd was Slteriff 
in the sixth of Clwrles tlie Serond; and from bit,fiiiBj% |t wa 3 

, wratrayed 
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conveyed in marriage, Uy an heir-fcmalc, to lUcluml ’A'iiUs, Esq. 
who dying ill 1781 , it descended to his thmghter, by whom the 
estate has iieeii sold to Uie presemt Eiirl Cowper. The Manor 
Home is ail ancient building, and has Iwen let to various tenants. 

'fh(> Church at Digswell is dedicated to St. Joiiii the Evangelist, 
and eoiitaiim some fine Brmscs in laeinory of the Peiients. On a 
-slal) ill the chancel, are those of Johx Perient, and Ins Ludu, 
wlio arc represented by large figures: tiic former as a Kniglit, “ in 
a pointed helmet, adorned witJi engrailed facings, and having 
plated armour, with roundels at the dioulders and eibow»: a kind 
of collar or licit is round his necl:: a long strait sword, without a 
cross-kir, at his left side; a dagger at his right; and at his feet a 
leopard coucliaiit. His Lady, at his right band, is in a singular 
triangular head-dress, the curls coining down. in a point to her 
neck; and at tlie top a wreathed fillet; she has slender arms, the 
urishbands studded, and lu ars a iiiaulle: at her left foot is a dead 
hc<Jge-hog.”* The inscription round the verge of tlie slab is now 
mutilated, but lias been given as follows by Weever: 

Ihif latent Jofiannec iperient, Stmiccr pro torpor? E’fiifl 
Kiffiattit ftrniutii, et Praustiuc ctuo^em IRtgie: ct ^Srmioet 
CleBifl ftmtiti ffiuaiti; et armieer etiain afoln Ihenriti 
aHuintii et aOaciattt ffiq'uitum lobanne filiae Ercm JJ3atiatr, 

«t Eefiin/ie ansliae qui obiit - - — — ct Jobanna 

tipet elu)*. Buoiisam tapitalio Oomitdla — — —. gue 
obijt ppiiij aptilifl . ami, Ont. tttc. pb. 

The Manor of WELWYN has, with little intermission, been an 
appendage to its Rectory from the time of Edward the Confes¬ 
sor, who granted it to the Presbyter, as ap|>ear$ from the Domes¬ 
day Book, wlicre its name is written Welge. 'Pbe advowson is 
possessed by the College of All Souls, Oxford, which, in the year 
1730, presented to tl» Rectory, the Rkv. Dr. Young, author of 
the’ Night Thougkti, retained it till the time of bis death, in 
April, 17G5. That v«iy original, but melancholy poem, was prin- 
Vou. VU. Aprig, 1866 . S , cipally 

» Sepnichral Monuments, VokH. Where also is au engraving of 
the**'figures. 
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cipaUy composed here, as well as various othefs irf" Iris pieccsj atid 
this also was the scene of Iris death. He W'as buried Jit the clsM- 
cel of Welwyn Church, near the body of his lamented wife, the 
Lady Elizabeth Lee, who died in the year 1741. Freilerkk, their 
only son, coocenriiig whom Rumour was once so busy, and has so 
falsely characterized, erected a monument over the titmaius of his 
jrarcuts, with this inscription : 

M. S. 

Optimi paretiles 

EDWARDI \OUNG, LL. U. 
flujuti Ecclesitr Heel. 

Et EUZABEI'IIjE, 

Fctm. pranob. 

Cottjitgis amuniiisimet 
Pifi et gi-atiieimo amm> 

Hoc marmor posuit 
F. Y. 

Eilius superstes.* 

Welwyn is traditionally said to have been tJic jriace where the 
massacre of tire Dsmes began on Hock Tuesday. MARBLEY 
BURY, a subordinate Manor in this Parish, was formerly held l>y 
the rent of a July Clove~fioxt>er. LOCKLEVS, another Manor in 
Welwyn, was anciently possessed by the Per/rnfs; but is how, or 
was lately, the seat of George Gardner, Esq, 'Hie Mtmsioii is 
pleasantly situated, sit a short distance fiom the Maran River, ou 
the east side. According to tljc late returns, the Parish of Wel¬ 
wyn contams l6'8 houses, and 1015 inhabitants. 

BROCKET HAIX, so named from the ancient family of the 
Brockets, was oouveyed in marriage by Mary, youngest daughter 
and co-heiress of Sir John Brmrket, Knt. who died hi October, 
1598, to Tliomas Read, Esq. of Barton, is Berkshire. His grand¬ 
son, Sir James Read, Brirt. left UVo daugjiters, co-heiresses: Love, 

the 

** A brief sketch of the, life of Yeung has been .already, linertcd 
under tl^lfiiicscriptitto of Upham, in Hampihirc, tiie|>lace Of bii birth: 
Vol. VI. 203, 4. 
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the youngest, married Mr. Secretary Winnington, from whose ft- 
miJy flic manor was purchased by Sir Matthew Lanibe, Bart, fa¬ 
ther of Lord Viscount Melbottnic, tlie present owner. The site of 
the ancient Manor-house is now occupied by a handsome dwel¬ 
ling, commenced from the des%n$ of Mr. James Paine, by the late 
Sir Matthew Lambe, and compleled by 1-ord Viscount Melbourne. 
The apartments arc elcgi'utly fitted up, and are decorated with 
many fine paintings by the lirst masters. The Park and grounds 
arc vciy beautiful; and tlie sreneiy is much eniicliai by the river 
Lta, which flows tlirougli the Park, and has been formed into a 
spacious sheet of water, over w!>i< ii is a handsome bridge, built 
also by Mr, Paine, the architect.* Laily Melbourne directs a con¬ 
siderable share of attention to improvements in agriculture; and 
has two farms on diflerent Linds of soil, where ex|M;riraeuts are 
frequently niaile as to the most lieneficial modes of culture: on 
one of these, the system of drill hu,sband(y, on the principles of 
tlie celebrated Ducket, has liecii introduced, 

HATFIELD WOOD-IIALL was the projicrty of the ancient 
family of the Bai<ingl>our>)f, as early as the reign of Edward the 
First, in lyliose name it continued till about Ihe time of Queen 
Mary, when it passed, on a partition between the two daughters 
and co-heiresses of John de Basiiigboum, to Audrey, the eldest, 
married to Thomas Gaudy, Sergeant at law. He sold it to Sir 
John Botcler, Knt. in whose family il continued till the death of 
Sir Francis Boteler, in iO’^O, when it devolved on Us daughters 
and co-heiresses. Julia, the eldest, inariicd Francis Sbaicross, Esq. 
of Digsweli; hut dyuig witliout surviving issue, bequeathed flip 
manor to her sister Isabella, married to Charles Hutchinson, Esq. 
from whom it came in course of descent to the Rev. Julius Hut¬ 
chinson, Clerk, who sold it a few years ago to the present Slarquls 
of Salisbury. The Manor-House has been since pulled down, 

S $ HATFIELD, 

lu Paige’s Views, Plans, &c. is a plite of this Bridge, together 
with elevations and plans of Brocket Hall 
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HATFIELD, OR BISHOl’S'HATFIELD • 

Called 7L/c.'/{/I A/ in (lie Saxon times, from its shmition on a 
lieaih, was ancient (iemcsnc of the Saxon Kings, till it was graiiteil 
h\ Edgar, in the tenth ceutnrv, to the Ahljcy at Ely, in C'am- 
bridgesliirc. On (lie conversion of that foundation into a bishoii- 
ric, in the reign of Henry llie First, it hccuiue attacliexl to the new 
See; and the Maiior-Hotiw hccoiniiig a Patucc of the Hishojis, 
the town was tiienreforth ilistingtiished by the aj)))ellatton of' 
Bisliops' Hatfield. Queen Eiizabctli, who bad resided in the 
Bishop's Palace some years Ind’ore slie came to the Crown, greatly 
admired the situation; and 1\\ sirtne of the utatnlc which gave her 
liie power of exchange, procini'd tie alienation of this maijor from 
the then Bishop of Ely, Rkhard Cox. Janies the First, in the 
thirfl year of his reign, exchanger! it for the iiouse, manor, and 
park of Tbeobalds.t with his Minister, Holicrl Cecil, i^rl of Salis¬ 
bury; whose desccudiuit, the Manpiis of Saiisburj, b the present 
owner. 

The Ckvrch is a handsome fabric, dedicated to .St, ElheSdreda, 
and consisting of a nave, chancel, aisles, and cinbatticd tower, 
with a Chapel, or Burial-place, of tlic Earls of Salisbury, on tlse 
north side of the chancel. This Chapel was ercctcrl by JlOBEUf 
Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury of that surname, but contains nei¬ 
ther moimmental inscription, nor other meinoiiai, for any of the 
fiiniily, except the founder. His monmaent is curious: it repre¬ 
sents the Earl in his robes, lying on a slab of black marble, wbich 
is supported by figures, in wbite iiiarbic, of the Cardinal Virtues, 
kneeling, in virgin liabils, and with their proper attributes. Be¬ 
neath, on another slab ot black marble, the Earl is represented as 
a skeleton, lying on a well-sculptured mat, m vriiite marble. The 

Earl 


* Tlih town lint frequtnily had the honor of lieirtg recorded as the 
place where a Synod was held in the year fJhO; and also as the birth¬ 
place of Wiillain de IJatfield, second son of bldward tbe-Third: but 
th« real scene ofboih those transactions was IlatikIdL, in Ytwklihire. 

f See desiriptioa of Tlieobjilds, p. 939. ' ;i<. 
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Eari.<1i4%51aribo«iWgb. JUt'.V, in l»i« flftietb yenr, aad: 

HWs, bttrfia »t KarfJeJd* agre«lWy t« tw directions of Lis wili. 

On llie south sM^t of U»e otiaticel* »»*hc CiiajK:! ot the Lords of 
»hP Manor of aotl i« this am Several monuoients of the 

Bmehets and Reads, of Brodvct Hall. Oim of them is in inemoiy 
of Sir John Brocket, Knt. wliO died in 1598; and near it is 
iinolfaer, in coinmcnioration of his two hidie"., Ifelcn and EUzuhdth; 
bolli of whose effigies are lying on the tomb, one aiiove tiie other. 
In the chaiirel bmM Sir fit '.NCiS Bo i ei.er, Knt, of Wal¬ 
ton ^^ood-Iktl, with others o*' his faintly. Various clairitahk be¬ 
nefactions have been made for tbe poor of this town; and here 
are several sitiail Ahiu~liouses. Tbe jwpuiafion of llal.OeKl, as 
returned tinder tfee late Act, amounted to 2112; the number of 
bottses to 482. 

llA^lELD liiiStisE, the priudiKil residence of Jnme.s Cecil, 
Mitfijms of Sidisburj’, ami Viscount Ci-aubourn, occupies a beau- 
tifiil ^lituatiou in a iiticly diversified paik, watered on the north 
side by the river Lea, and itadudinw an area of severat miles in 
chrcuniference. This mansion is of brick, and vast extent: it 
was erected by Robert Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury, between the 
years 1003, w iieii the inrjipr catne into his jvt^session by cxciiange 
with King James, and Hil i; the laUer*dafoapi>cariug in front of 
a IpRy tower, vviiich rises near the centre of ilie building. Its form 
is that of an Iralf II; many improyemeafs liave been made iicre of 
late years, parlienlarly by the last Earl, who restored the ancient 
magniftceucc of this venerdhle edifice, whitdi had been sufiVicd to 
fall into decay, and again rendered it an habitatMKi worthy of the 
Cecils. Many of the apartinenls are very large; and most of them 
ate decorufed with pictures of considerable merit and ciiriosity. 
Tlie following aie among the most valuable. 

Loro Treas; rru Biirliush, and his sou, Robek^ 
Ste firid Ettrl; both of syiiom are defdffod in tlieir robef, 

second E<irl of Misbury; represeiiteil in black, with 
long hair; weaiiu" the Ucoige, a star on his cloak, and near him 
a dogj Sir Betel Lely. 

S 3 
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lx>SD Viscount Cbanbourn, *onof the above; SirPefer 
Lely. 

Jambs, the third Esttl of Salisbury; a fiill length, in his robes; 
Sir Peter Lely. 

James, fourth Earl; Sir Godfrey Kueller, 

Lawy Latimer; Sir Peter Wy. 

Algernon, Eiirl of Northumberland; and the Lady Annk, 
his wife, daughter of William, second Earl of Salisbury; halt 
lengths; Vandyck. 

Queen Elizabeth; a very curious picture, in which that 
Princess b depicted in a close-bodied gown, w ith a long distend¬ 
ed gauze veil. On lier head is a coronet and aigrel; her neck is 
adorned with a necklace of pearl, and her arins with hracclels. 
Her hair is yellow, depending in two lf»ng tresses; and her face, 
young, and tolerably handsome. The lining of her robe is wrought 
with eyes and cars; and on her left sleeve is embroidered a serpent; 
in the other baud is a rainbow, with the adulating motto non xine 
sole Iris. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, a whole length on board; with the 
inscription Maria D. G. Scotia piissima retina, Francis doia- 
ria Anno atlalii res^nupie 36. Anglica captivitatis i 0. S. H. i .')73. 
The dress consists of a long black mantle, bordered with white, 
lace; at her girdle is a cross and rosary. 

Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. 

Richard the Third, a bead. 

Margaret, Countess of llictmiond, on board, veiled as a 
nun; to w hich her having taken a vow of celibacy, at the age of 
sixty-four, is considered to have given her a title. ThisLady was the 
noble foundress of the Colleges of Christ and St. John, Cambriilge. 

Laura, tlie far-famed object of the sonnets of Petrarch, with 
tlie inscription: Lattrifui, Viridem Ftcpluicl fecit, tttque Pctrurcha- 
She died at Avignon in April, 1348. 

Henry the Sixth, a head, on board, 

Catherine de Corkara, Queen of Cypm. 

Among the o^r pactures h a very singular rejMes^llbatlaa, oo 
board, of HeniI^ THE EIGHTH, and his Queen AiW JtoJbHYN, 

at 
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jil a country wake, or fair, at some place in Suirey, witliiu aglit 
of the Tower of London. In this f«ece is a great number and 
variety of figures, the dress and occujrabons of which are parlicu- 
lariy curious. 

The Park and grounds, Udouging to this mansion, contain some 
of the finest limher m the couirty, oak, elur, ash, Acc. ami the 
scenery is very beautiful, tire great diversity of tbe surface, com¬ 
bined witli the aaonnwiuiuents of wood and water, grviug birtir 
to many fine picturesque views. Robert, the first Earl, originally 
laid out two {rarks here, for red and fallow deer; and in one of 
tlicm be planted a vineyard, whitli was in e^isteU4a at the time 
that Charles tlie First was aprisuiaT at Hatiieldr Uie deer are still 
numerous. 

'Hie Marchioness of Salisbury has particularly exerted herself 
in tbe promotion of agricidtute; and has a very interesting iiipc- 
Ground, including alrout seventeen acres, well feimcd, and 
crossed by walks, for tire rouvenience of inspecting tire crops. 
This ground was first prqpa»ed in tlie year 179S, and has been 
chiefly conl'm-d to tire production of vegetables, lucerne, and cole¬ 
seed. The air of neatness and liberality which pervades this little 
C'lnblislimeut excites considerahle interest. 

The greatness of the Cecils was derived from tlie consummate 
talents in state afiaiis, ot ^^iliiam. Lord Burleigh, who, according 
to the FrugiHciita Hegah^ of Sir Robert Nuuiiton, was the son of 
a younger brother of the Cedlis of Hertfordshire, a firmtly of 
my own kmiwledgc, though now {mvafo, yet of no mean antiqui¬ 
ty; who, being exposed aud sent to tire city, as poor gentlemeit 
used to do their sous, hecanm to be a rich man on l^ondon Bridge, 
and purchased (estates) in lincmhishire, where this man wsu oom,” 
He first became Secretary to Uie Protector, Somerset; and. op 
the accessioit of ^aabeUi, was iq^miuted Secretary of Stale. ili& 
^ipbcation to public busiuess, and devotion to liis couiitty’s io- 
terests, mndered him a deserved fovorite with bis Royal mistress; 
and*. in d^anuary, 1561, he was made President erf the Court of 
Wards. years afterwards, oo the twcnty-fifUi of February, 
I. Ifo ym created Lord Burle<gh; and he continued to main- 
S 4 taiii 
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tain his supremacy in state afl'airs till the tcnnination of his life, in 
August, 1598 . 

Robert, the youngest son of Lord Burleigh, was the inheritor 
of a great portion of his father's wisdom, blended, |)crhaj)s, with a 
more subtle poliey, and a superior capiicity for state intrigue. During 
the iii'e of Elizabeth, he maintained a secret corresjwndeiice with 
King James, by whom, in May, 1()03, he was advanced to llie 
jjccrage. In the ensuing year, he was created Viseount Craiihouni; 
and in tiic next, Tuadc Earl of Salisbury. TIa><e honors were not 
bestowed on an undeserving object; on the accession of James, 
he had been ajijwintcd sole Secretary of State, and llie dusie> of 
this oftlcn he tilled with the. utmost ability; as he. aderuartls did 
those of the l.ord Treasurer, to which he was ajuioinlcd <m the 
death of tlie Eiarl of Dorset, in April, 1608. Shrewd, subtle, 
and penetrating, he neglected not his own interests, while attend¬ 
ing to those of hi.s country; and, by various mcthorls, increa.sed 
his inhcritaiice to a vciy ample extent. .4t length, worn out with 
the cares of hu-sincss, he lingered a few muntiis, and expired in 
Hil S, greafiy to tlic io,s.s of the tialion, in which scao ely a man 
of equal talents as a .statc.sman could then he found. 

William, his only son and successor, was more remarkable for 
bis passion for hawking and hunting, and for a versatility of dis¬ 
position, whic h rendered him a willing agent to all the varying 
n;ca->tiies of his time, than for any sujterior abilities, lie died in 
Decciiibcr, IbdS, at. the age, of seventy-eight, and was succeeded 
by James, the third Eknl, who was a sliemious sujipoilci »( the' 
bill for excluding the Duke of York from the Thione. Jame s, 
the fourth Earl, was suspected of engaging m .1 piopct ic.r ic sloi- 
ing James the Second; he died in 1 694 . Jame.s, his guat giaiid- 
.son, the Seventh Earl, who succeeded his lather in Sepic mhc r, 
1780, was created Marquis of Sahshutj by his present M.ijcv 
ty, in August, 1789, and is now in possi^ssiou <d’ the fiumly 
estatc.s and honours. 

CAjMFIELD RLACE, or Wild Hull, in £iSseiKi<ili ^«|ish^ was 
ioid by the Efieslley fomily, it8 fonmrowncn,,toTh0in9«$r<W|f«, 
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Esq. lale Garlcr King at .\rins, wliosc tliinl son, (!in Kov. William 
I5rown, cousin-german to Henry Brown, Esq. of North Mims, is 
now owner. 

BROOKMANS, in the Parish of North Alims, was formerly 
the j)ro|)erty of the Great J^ortl Somers, from wiiom it jmssed to 
the (lesrciidaiits of his eldest sister, who married Charles Cocks, 
Esq, whose iaiiiily have Iretai since advatsced to the |>eerage. It 
now hclongs to S. R. Gausstn, Esq. The House i.s a resjreclable 
bnilliing, standing in a i)lcasanl Park. 

(jOIUONS, another estate in North Alims Par'ish, Itad its 
name from the ancient family of (iobioii, of whom Sir Richard 
fioiuoit. Kill, was seated here in the time of King Stepliun. lu 
Henry the Seventh’s lime, it was tin* property of .Sir John Alore, 
father of the illustrious Sir Titouias More, whose family had jkvs- 
scsserl it for several gesicrations, and who settled it in Jointure 
upon his second wife, of :iie same name as himself. It was after¬ 
wards seimi, with the other estates of Sir Thomas .More, hv Henry 
the Eight h, and w as settled on I lie Priucess Elizabeth, w ho re¬ 
tained it till her death, after which it was again the property of 
the Aloresj hut has since jrassrui through various hands, by pur¬ 
chase and otherwise: it was lately the projK-rty of John Hunter, 
Esq. who acquired considerable allluence in the East Indies, and 
was a Director of the East India Ccuupatiy. The gardens w'cre 
formerly celebrated for their splendor in tiie ancient taste. 

NGPiTH AllMS, anciently the inlieiilance of the Maptavilles, 
was, in the time of Ethvard the Third, tire po'perty of the cele¬ 
brated warrior Sir Rolrcrf Knollo. It aiterwimls jntssed to the 
Conin^nbi/n, by the marriage of a female and co-heiress, uml li-om 
(hciii, by sale, to Sir Nicliola.** Ijvde, Bart, whose grand-daughter, 
Bridget, comeyed it in marriage to Peregrine O.-horiu', Duke of 
Leeds. Siuce the death of the late Duke, in I,';).'), the maucff 
has been sold to Henry Brown, Esq. whose seal, in NORTH 
AtIMS PAflK, is a very liaiidsmne bniiding:, audits situation, and 
tire surroumling s< cneiy, i.s €.\tieu.eiy iiiic. 

The Church is dedicated to St.'Alary, and consists of a nave, 
fidp aides, and chancel, witii an umktUled tower at the west end. 

Among 
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Among the moauments is a grand om* hi the chano I, in memory 
of JOHti, Lord Somers, “Baron of I'lesliam, and Lord High 
Cbaarellor in the tin. of William ihe Third, who diet! the tHen- 
tielh of April, 1716," and to hIiom* ineiuoij Un> was erected hv 
IMme Eliza Jekjll. On the north !>ide of Uic chaucel ib the 
Cliaptl ot Buri.il place of the whose arms. iiu}>alui" 

metal otlur fainilieij, aie depicted on glass in the windows. Se- 
serai of the Bot,!>}'., of Walton Wood-Ilall, with whom tiie Co- 
ningsbvs intennanied, have meinurials heie; and several otliei an* 
dent tombs, in ditTeieut [Birts of the Chureh, liavc been erected to 
didereut families. 

TlTTENHAN’OEll, or TlTTENnANGER, in the parish ot 
Badge, was an ancient scat of the AJihots of St. Alban’s, who fu'- 
quently resided here, thougit their Manor-House was but a uie.iii 
building, till a new and stately Mansion was fuuti<lcd b^ Abbot 
John de la Mootc, about the cud of the fourteenth century. 
Hus was afterwards enlarged, and much aduiiied, by tlui muiull- 
cent Abbot John of WliUliamsfed, in the time of Jleiirj fheKisihi 
and it continued to belong to the Abliey till after the Dissolution. 
Henry the Eighth, in the last year of liis reign, anno 1S47, plant¬ 
ed tlie manor and estate to Sir Tiionias Po|}e, founder of ’I'linity 
College, Oxford, who had been emi(hcd by many gnmts of tlic 
lands of tlic dtssohed Monasteries, lie made Tittcnhauiiicr his 
principal residence; and dying witliout issue, in IS3<), devised it to 
his widow, Elizabeth, daughter of William Blount, Esq. of Bkumt 
Hull, in Staffordshire. Hiis lady was succeeded by lier iwphew 
and heir, Thomas Pope Blount, Esq and fiom him this estate has 
descended to the present Earl of Haniwieke, in light of his mo¬ 
ther, Catherine, 6rst wife of the Honorable Charles Yoike, Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain; she being the sole iieiress of the an¬ 
cient Hertfordshire families of roj)e, Blount, and Freman. Hie 
Blounts became extinct te, the death of Sir Heniy Pope Blount, 
about the middle of century; seveml of tfaetn were men 

of talents, and coi^iHilK Uteraiy reputation.* t|ie 

♦In the t.«^pail|t^ipts, to winch a reference hai before been 
giVeB -under Bej^gioi^ is the following remarkable entry, aft«» the 

date 
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tlie m 11teeoh«>6« *»y Sir 

tkny lPbM|poai4 k mdknm Mamed by tlie Ki|^ 
Hi«dnU« CSrtliW tbe Earf ol IlardwirkE. 

ctaiia^ It “ 

ond gJirdwn." StomW* H***’’^^ 

Mi b«t thfe i»’'8 ‘*'8 » 

tttttWrte.1 «Mt0 a fetm. The lt4idi kkr^aod cmmtkut, 
r(wtam« »w«nil 6mify pktwpei of the Sloiints, bal aoue of Uiea 
of im«* ttotice, a tbree-quarter l#‘Hgrii of Ca- 
1 HSRtm, iady Btount, by Sir C’odfiev Kuellti. A &ie iMture 
of Si» Thomab Pof^B, <dii«b was in one of tlw rooB», bds bwa 
removed lo Wimpote, tiheAWt of Lord Jieninuke, m Cantbrtti^ 
shire. Sir Thoms Pope Blount, Knt nli bis Ltbcr, IVilUam 
Jflomtt, Esq. and bis Lady^ Frances Mmnt, be buiiod niufcr aa 
aInRstdDib la the ne%hboariiig Chunb at lUdjiie. 

Ct^NEY HOUSE, die scat of Oeotgc Anderson, Esq. is situ* 
ated in tbePariab of Shenl^, about one mile soiitli-ncst fiom 
Landon Ooin^> tlllH estate was toiineriy part of the c\ta»ive 
Manor of<<beiriwfd, o» Weld, and had the name odoliuj/ Chu^td, 
as SU{^[M«Sc 4> tlsm a relig?»i» edifice thought to have stood on a 
sutatt fiMidkfkuli in Pmk, whirl) is still sarrouiukd by a 
iiMtet, tlmgn ndw idawled, Wid laid out into walks. The {wesont 
Mansion is built with Tottcailioe stone, and was eretled about 
tweii1}4»e yean ugo, by Governor Bouebier, at an cx|)cuse «f 
about 53,<X10h iaclndii^ tba tcfaat|^ fos laying out the pleasure- 
grotuids, aud m^ig otbgr boflrevetnente in the Park, which in- 
ctfkjhlS’tdNHit J30 artCA it Si a haadsome and regular <.truclui«k 
wkb wii^ and IMui twe fiMlltst the pritictjml of which laces the 
eaM, und lots a seMMttuhir portico at Uie irntraiKc, surmounted 
by*ati»tf doane^ . mA ^ctM ia divcrsaicil by a uniform prtw 

jectiga 

idSS^aMiv Charle* Bteaftt. of Titt^rttangcr, m Hart- 
ipndm, PMdote, five weeks ahor'he bad shot him¬ 
self likSo the belly vMth a piitoll: lor lo\e of Mrs, Hobby, (his wires 
MSier^ >ht> was a ncU widows* 
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jcctioil oil er.cli side the. door way, fi»i>!icd by a baliislrsuie. Tlie 
priitripa! ajsui!tiK.nls ate fiiled itji with task' and tleuiiiKe, a M>it 
of classic air jKirvadi!:^ the whole. Tin; cliitr.iu'vi'iecc.s are iill ol 
Miarble, aial the door.s of isiahooaiiy, Jointed with ^ivat care, and 
of exfciiciii v.tiilaiaii.ship : tiic Diain.;,' and l)rauinf;-H<jiiin.s are 
each ihii.H-oiic le; i ioii", twcnfvoai! broad, ami lii'leeii hi^h. 
Tin (.tilico.T ate ronaected with tlie lioiiM' iiy an nsidcrj'rouHti 
passom’; and lhoi;ah nearly as !ar;;(' a., Ihti body td’ the Mr.nsu'.n, 
are eoinplelely eiireh.jual by a plaiitatioii of e;cirreeas, a.nd other 
hardy tree.;,. 'I'he I’uik contains some tine oal, and elm iindicr. 
TheFleasniT-croirniis are e.xh'iisiic, and well .slocic <1 widi i'lnit-ifte -. 
Tiic (irecii IJon.se, u xeTy hir^c runi;c <d'huildinc', i' iidi ol (hoicc 
plants, both in(ligem>n.s and exotic.. '] his ediite was sold by (h>- 
vcriit>iT«)ucliier to the iale ^i•.l!vr;(ve of .Aiisp-.K li. who ic.sid. d here 
about three years, ami liien disposed of it to ti)e I'.ail of Kiii"- 
stoii; of whom h wasbouolii by the. present ov.,iei in .Aitjitn.st, 

SiiENT.EV priticipaliy consists of a lew Ixiiidinit.s m'ar fhe 
Ciiun'h, wliicli is coiistnicled of .squared flint and brick, and dedicat¬ 
ed to yt. Cotolpii. It consists only of an oblon" lioily, wilhoni either 
aisles or tower; un!e,s,s a .square formal projection of wood, w iiicii 
ha.s been recently built at the soulii entnuice, can dc-M ive that 
name: the rviiidow.s are large, and pointed; the. ca.siiig.s are of 
'roMuihoe stone, ,\n!ong the .Sepulchral memorials is one in me¬ 
mory of the Rev. Vuilip F,vllk, the historian of (Iminsey and 
Jersey, wlio wa.s Res'lor of this Parish about the- beginning of the. 
Ia.st centiiry. The Ptiisonai^c, or Rictu}y-Jim/M\ is (ieliglitfully 
situated about two miles southward from the Chuidi, on a com¬ 
manding eminence, fioni which the view to the noiih is particu¬ 
larly extensive, and fine, 'liar present Rector Wits nephew to the 
late Un\ Peter Ncvccomc, the historian of St. Albatfs Ahl»ey, who 
was also Rector here, aiwl to whose fliinily the |»atroHugc belongs. 

POUTERS, 

*• Tif* front is reprcjentcd in the annexed .whieh ta been li¬ 
berally comributed to ihia'wrork by Mr,' Audersonr 'ITie 'J'tcc* on the 
itonh conceal the Offices. 
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POU TERS, til*' f)c:iiitiru!ly siluateti resiilfnce of ti e Mardiio. 
ness of Sli;|:o, (laughter to Uio laic gallanl olKccr, Uidsard Lord 
Howe, is ail ii.egalar Mansion, standini; in a sniali, but jileasant 
Pain, and coiumandiii" some bold and fstciisivc jirospects to the 
west < 111(1 nor!!i; towards uldfh the grounds npid'v dechne ironi 
tilt! House. 'This estate also, lihe that of Oiliie;'. "as i'oriocrlj 
jnirt of the nlaiior tif iln* Wealu, and has luul innnero.is pos¬ 
sessors. 

Ar.l’O'TS LANflLEY, rallfd I.ttu'xrln in the noriif'siL(% P.uoh, 
and dcriviii" the prt'fis of Altln.s, Iroi !n\vi!i;t lichee'ed to the 
Ahheyof St. Alban, to viiich if ".is by Ec.-htinf the Ulich, 
and bis wife Winccllksl. in the time <! Edward the Ct.r ^ or, 
eoiitiniied in the Crown from tiie peritid of the Dissolction till iiie 
latter eiei of the rei«n of .lames the Eirst. That Sovereign araiiietl 
it to FraneLs Coinlie. of a fuiiiily of that nuni,? at IIcok’I- 
Ilcimted, who married .\iin, danuhtcr of Thoimis (Ireenbi!!, E-tj. 
but dung without is-aie, in Ui'M, iiet'cc.’.tiled this niaimr, with 
oflmr lands, ivr. to the Colleges of Sidney, m t'ambridge. msd 
Trinity, at Osibrd, for the pur})t,,;e of eduea’iag his own and hi* 
wife's relations. 

Tiie (Jtntvh is a spaeioii.s and hsindsoine fabric, deditaied to St. 
I-awreiiei', atid having a Cliape! adjoining to the ehancel o;i the 
.south. If eontaiiis several good monunseiits; amotig whidi is one 
erected In UH’inorv of ‘ Damf. A>;n'U-Wmonu, daughter of Sir 
Edward Fish, fiirmerly of .Soulliill, in Bedfordshire, Bart, and 
widow of Sir Thomas Haymond, Knt. one of the .Judges of the 
King's Beiieh to Charles llie Second.' She died iti Maw h, 171 L 
in her eighty-third year, and lies interred with her tince grand¬ 
children, sons of' Sir Rolrert Raymond, Kid. of Langley rtiiry, 
her son, ‘who all died within a few weehs of their biiiii.' Tlie 
inonumcnt displays the figure of an nged woinan, sitiiiig, with three 
citildieii in cradles beneath. 

NichoIjAS 1)K BKEAK.sPEAit, the only EngUshman that ever 
attained the htuior of filling the Ponfiiiia! chair, and of wielding 
tlie tiiuadeis of the Vatican over a crouching and stipe:sfitious 
worid, is generally reputed to have been bom in ♦his Parish; yet 
2 the 
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the [Jace called Tireakipairs, from which his name was evidently 
assumed, is hi the at^joiiiiin; parish of St, Mkliaers, at about thiw 
miles to the north from the village of Abbots Langley, liis ear* 
ly years were not distiiigiii'iied for any siperior talents; but, on 
the contrary, his mteliects appeurerl so dull and clouded, that lie 
was K'fused the habit of a monk in St. Alban's Abliey, in which 
he had been placed. On this n*,jection he went to France, and 
became a raiion in the Abliey of St Rufus, in Frmence, where 
he was aft cm aids choH'ii Abbot: but the monks did'tking his ad¬ 
ministration, complained to the then Pojie, Eugenitis the Third, 
with whom he had afterwards an interview; and contrived to uw 
gratiate hhnself so highly, that he was made Bishop of Alba, and 
sent on a mission to convert the Fagan nations of Denmark 
and Norway, After the decease of the Pope, in 1154, be was 
chosen to fill the vacant seat; and on tliis promotion, assumed the 
tide of Adrian the Fourth. }le goveiiicd with a haughty and strong 
hand; of which may lie instanced, bis refusal to invest the Emperor 
Frcnlcrir with the Iniperiu! diadem, till he had pros'ratrd iiimseif 
before him, and held the stirrup of lik palfrey, while he mounted 
upon its buck, lie died in September, 115<>, not without suspi- 
eion of poison, thoiigli generally said to have been cboaked by a 
fly; and was buried in St. Peter’s Cliurcli, near his iiredccessor, 
Eugenius. His fariier became a monk in St. Alban’s Abbey, where 
he lived fifty year*.-, and, on bis death, was interred among the 
Abbots in the Chapter House, 

KING'S LANGLEF is a small irregular village, situated on the 
high road to Ailesbury and Buckingliam, and nearly opposite to 
Abbots Langley, but on tlie other side of the Gade River, ‘nunigli 
now of little ini|K)rtance, h was formerly a res^ence of the Enghdi 
Sovereigns, who were owners of the manor; and rnic of whom, 
Henry the Third, built a PAbACE here, in whk* Edmond of 
Langley, fifth son of Edward the Tliird, was liwn, V«y dew 
traces of this building remain; and they are priitid|iidly confined 
to a line of fi^djitkm wall, wiiicli 
of ground, ana Ovbces the building 1 
part of the rite is now occupied by a 
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hibits the ancient bake-house, and some otlier vestiges of the do¬ 
mestic ofliccs of the Paiace: its situation h high and pleasant. The 
estate, whidi conasts of between ax and seven acres, and has been 
recently let to a respectable brewer in the village, is the property 
of Mrs. Mary King, daughter and heiress of Mr. Thomas King, 
who died in January, 1805. While the Palace continued in the 
Crown, it was ftequentty the abode of the Sovereign- and Stow 
informs ns, that Richard tire Second, in the hfieentli of his reign, 
passed hb Christmas here, in comjrany wiib his Queen, four 
Bishops, four Earls, the Duke of Tork, many Lords, -and Meen 
Ladies. That unfortunate Prince was also buried ui the Church 
at Luigley, after his death at Pontt‘fract: but Henry the Fifth 
removed ins body to Westminster. 

A Pkioht of Dominican, or Preaching Fnars, was founded 
fiere by Roger, son of Robert Jlelle,* an English Baron, sup|)o$ed 
to be Roger Lucy, who lived at the beginnkig of the thirteentii 
century, and was ‘ so called Irccause Ik played the Devil with tire 
Welsh; a Vallenniimt tla cognominaltfs eo quod eosdetn WalUcos 
regt Anghce rebelks tanquwn infernt undique deva$tuvu.’f TTm 
buildings were afterwards enlarged, and the revenues greatly in¬ 
creased, by tire munificence of Edward the First, (vrho granted the 
Manor of Langley to the Friars.) and hu. three successors of the 
same name) so that this became the most spiendid of all the esta- 
bli^nients of the same Order m England, its attmiai revenues be¬ 
ing valued, at tlie time of the Siipin-esrion, at 1221. 4s. according 
toDugdale; and according to .’^peeii, at IjOl. l-K fid. Queen 
Mary restored thk home to a Prioress and Nuns; hut it was. again 
dissolved in the first o£ Etizabeth.{ The Priory huiidmgs arc de¬ 
stroyed. Great phrt of tile manor b noiv tlic pjopei ty of llie Earl 
of Essex, by inheritance from the Morisons. 

The Church eensists of« nave, chancel, and ables, with a mas- 
Mve embatlted tower at tiie west end, whkh was origiially oj»n 

to 


■1>'*W«evat’s Fan. Mon. edit, lOJl, p 588, 
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t Gowgh, VoU L p. 349. from Salmon. 
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to the nave l.y a pointed aeih. ri-tfi'p fVotn rliistered ro1nt)iti<:. 
About the mHlUte is another large [Knitted arch, dividing the nave 
and chatice!, wliirh are .sepamled from (he aisles In Ihc plain- 
pointed arches on each side, mostly stijtpoKid on octagonai co¬ 
lumns-, hilt varied «u the uorlit Ity clustered columns. The east 
vriiuknv consists of tlircc lights; the centre light tcrniinales in a 
tietbil, the others in «[iwlrefoiLs. Tltc windows of the nave are 
small, and of a stjuare linin, thoiigli divided into trefitil-heailcd 
lights. 

Amoii" the ancient moiminents in this edilire, is a \erv large 
altar-tomb of frec-slotie, in the east angic of the north aisle, hav- 
iii" rerumbciit, but greatU mutilated, elficies of a Kuii^lu ami a 
the latter on the right liaml. The Knight is in armour, 
with a shirt of chain-work: his hands fohlcd arross his body, as in 
prayer. On his left breast is a crescent; and on each shonlder, 
his arm.<, on a cross, fixe nmllets, vxitli a cresient foi diderenct>: 
the legs and thighs arc hroketi oil', and gone; and the heml is 
loose, ami much did'acml. The I,ady has on a ilowered robe, ;uid 
oxer it a long cloak, fastened across the I'cc!;. iVom which ks [ten- 
danl a chain, aiai small cross. On her left side is a crescent; and 
on her right, a saltire engrailed; heloxv xx hich, on the fohb of the 
cloak, are the same arms as on the Knight’s shonldc. The hands, 
which have heen raised as in |>ruycr, are broken oft’; and the coim- 
tenance is niadi defaced. Tltc htad-dres.s is of an angular form, 
of the time of Henry the Sexeuth. On the xvest iMid south sides 
of the tomb, are .sliiehls of the above antis, in square conifiart- 
lueuts, xx ith trefoils in the aiiglcs: on one of the shicUls, the arnt.s 
are impalerl. 'Fliis is jirobably the tomb of Sir Johm Vernky, 
of Pemllex; who was Sheriff of Herts and Essex in the foiirteeiitli 
of Heniy tlie Sexenlii. .Salmon seems to intimate that this xvas 
the loinb of Piers Guveston, the haughty favorite of F-dxxard the 
Second; but the arms are tliose of Vm-iiey, Gaveston, as appears 
from Stoxve, was first buried among the Friars,Pr«8ehers at Ox¬ 
ford; but two years afierwards, his fjody was removed by the 

King witb,^great pomp, and ro-interred iu this ., 

Within 
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Wuhin tlio allar-raits, on the north sidi*, is tho tmuh of K'h 
MONO <>i Langley, son of Edward Uic TUird, who was 
burifd lit 1 C, near the remains of his first wifr, Isabel, youngci 
tlanghld of Pedio, King of Castile, 'fiiis tomb was originally 
difrctciids Mtiiated, as apjiears from ifs sides being smroanded 
I, If Ills ot arms; though, fivm its [irescnt position, those 
Oil, on the west and soutli can now he seen. The arms on 
i! (• ncsi side, are those ol \\i stmiiistci England, hikI Mercia. 
I* ( sli'clds on the south, disjilay the arms ot Edmond, &.c, AH 
tin- -.hn ids au’ in the centres ol ornai ivnted sijwaie ««»»,j<artmcnls. 
til low Ificin, imdci plain nioiilduig , is a iang< ol ijiiatrefoils, ajv 
pireoUv stmouiuhn'i the whole to tdi. flic fop is now covered 
.(!' a hioken sl.ih ol I’uiheil, ntiihlc, tin other parts .uc of 

lilt aoiie 

Oppo-itc to llic rhme. fi I t>! -inph Je o, i.ie .ilfai, i, a pl.iin 
lonih of white in irhl* , om i nnn h is .i t.ihkn in memory of the 
JIuMijiAi;! i: Mili i IM (>L1‘' » ks, ot Adaoiliowc, in Essc^, 
who was Judge ot Ihi Adnm.tliy iti lieland in the timi. of Cliailcs 
e ‘'(•toiid: he died laJutj, 3u'S, at the age of seventy-three. 

' esual slabs, with Buissis, au* yet reiiniuiing lieu ■ one of 
m the iioitli aisle, has small, Imt mat rj'>nu's of a inak* in a long 
ilouli, and two fem.de-, with Lirge hats and iiifTs, of the time of 
r,lif'aheth. Below them, and oier two smaller hra‘ses, conhutiiRg 
tri mips of children, nine in earii, is this hist liptioii; 

tbm iFCtb the of Sa!b‘ Csitet, istt of tSiftta, hs6 

(too ; be the Sm he ia«iie < soimeo, tnii Abaueh* 
tm f anil ' neroub, he hah igaae ^ dms anh 4 hanehtata. 
^teto80bu(ieo*9i afShiguatt 

On another slab, close to the former, is a small JBrosro/ a femtde, 
wifli an indent for a male figqrc, which is now gone: the itiscr^ 
'ion records (he name SSIeilm Cat^tt, tmh Stt0 hfo SSSffet* the fop. 
•iier died the eleventh of AptQ, ] 528. Some fragmeiitatirpl^^, 
•-'O, with the aiw of Sanliy, Dalauiar, fee. mnain itt « 

•t‘ the north 4hHs. The Cbattbsyand is eatensive, and 
nany tombs and sqiukhral niemorbfai! the most remuilvahte of 
Vot.Vn. Ai*kil, 1801). T these 
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Jlic.se is \vithm a sjiaee iiid<»sec! by irou rails, at the end of ilie 
south aisle. It display.? an elegant sarcoj»liii<{iis, bavin" a circle in 
front, surroiuidiiijj a section of a .Saxon i>niUliiig, with the motto, 
Staliilior Amicititi: alKH'clhi.s, tMi a circular niarhlc (ablet, is a bas- 
relief of an infant Hyinen, weepiii';. liis torch iiiverted. Tliiswas 
exmitcdin meniorv ofMns. Eliz.4bf.th Cn.wvFOKit, <d' Ring's 
I.^ti)"iey, who died in .•^)ril, 1793, at the age of forty-two. 

L.4NGLEV Bl RY, the seat of Long Kinsman, Esq. was btiiU 
by the Lord Cbicf Justice Raymoiul, aimut the time of Charles 
the Second. It stands on elevated ground, rising from tlie w«;st 
bank of the Gadc River, and nearly ojijwsite to Himtoit Brirlge. 

RUSSEf. FARM, a pleastmt seat about two miles north from 
Watford, was the residence of Lady .Anne Capel, on whose death 
it liecame the jnojierty of the Earl of Essex, and lias her n let to 
(ieneral Ross, wlio was in the laist Indies with the late brave and 
jnach-lamented Marquis Conwvalli«, 

About two 'miles north from Watford is the GRO\ E, now tlie 
property and chief residence of Thomas Villiers, Fail of Clarciulon; 
it was formerly the e.state of the Jhychiu, as appears from an 
inscription preserved by Weever,” in luciuory of John Heydon, E-.q. 
who died in 1400; and Francis, one of whose de-wcmlants was 
Sherift'of Herts in the twciitj-fiftli of Elkabeth; orthisfamiK, 
also, xrtiicii the same writer incut ions as ol “ singular note and de¬ 
merit ill other parts of tlik kingdome,” wa.s Sir William Hevdon, 
who lost hi.s life in the ill-coiicerb'd cx|)editiou to the Isle of Rlu-, 
in The Orove was afterwards jiosscsscd by tlie Hamptons, 

of Buckinghamsliiie, and tfom them it passetl through several fa¬ 
milies, by purchase and othenviic, to the Hydes, Earls of Claren¬ 
don, the d( .scendanfs «C the -grt'at Lord Cliamdlor Hyde, the 

Historiw of tiie'Civil Win*. 

The mansion inba^f^l by Lonl Clureutlon Ls an irregular struc¬ 
ture of brick, staui^ on the wc»l side tlie Hade, in a Park about 
three miles In d^rmiference, antL through which the river flows in 
a divided slaflWP' The ptiucipal apartmeuts contain a very valua¬ 
ble 

Fiitif^iMoirLp. iOi. Edit, 1«5!. 



KfelltPOSasHlftS, 


bW follectihn of origitral portraits, cisifefly of tlw tiinos of James 
the First and Charles the First; as Hell as a few flue copies from 
the first masters. Msniy of these paintio^is were i)roti!;ht from 
Conthorv, the seat of the Eitls of Clarendoti, in (Kforddiire. 

Ill the HtiU is a whole leiiglli, in hlark, ofFniNn*!, Dml 
fottiiigton, by Vainly rk. litis N'oith'man was Chaiieetlar and 
mntcr Treasurer of the E'tcbeijticr in the reign of Cuailes liie 
First- he WH'-, also. Master of tlic (Joiirt of Wards, therevemns 
of wliifli he greatly inrreaseil. He died at t'alfadotid, in ‘spaio, 
whither he had retired during the Civil Warsj ulwnit tie-year 10'>1, 
in his seventy-seventh year. 

Earl of Ktnnoi l; Vatidyck; whole length, in armour. 

liuiZABBTH, (iueen of Bohemia; Com, Jansen; ditto, iiiblaik. 

Marqi is uy llntiTFORD; Viuidyek. ditto, inarinotir. 

Jekome IVkston, Ctrl of Portlan-1, sou of the l.ordTrea¬ 
surer Portland; whole lenstli, in black, llib Nobleman was a 
prison oi f.iaceful aceomplMliments, and well skilled in naval at- 
fairs. he died in Marrh, l6'{)2, 3. 

The other {lortrails in the Hall are those of Qi'ERN Et.tr.A- 
nr.Tii- James the FmsT; Cecil, J.ord Burleigh; Bonr.RT, 
r-n! ot his son; Lord Chancellor CLVRkNooN; 

Eow'aro, Earl of Jersey; and .John, li^rt of Rorliestcv; ariKts 
miknown. iltre, also, are copies, from Vamlyek, of Jli'enon, 
Eul ot 'N'nriliiimberland; tiie PrtHCf(^ Pama; and Ilcm^ Caiji 
Lord I'alkltuid. 

In llic Sato in is a curious held of ANNE Htl>F, Dnehcesd 
Vork, by Sir Peter L**ly; and half lengths of her daughters 
Crr.EN Marv, and Qoken Anne. 

WiLLt.AM -j UK Third; small whole length, in aniiour 

James the Second; portrayed in a large wig. 

BovtaRd Hyde, E^ri of Clamidon; Su Peter Lely, “The 
vntuc of tlie Earl of Clarcadop," kivs (ir.mgcr. “ was of too stiilj- 
Horn a nature ftr tin.' age of CharK's the Second. Could lie havt 
»H>en foitfeut to enstavte iniitions, he might havejietm tnofe a mo 
isarcli dnn that imprlneely King; but he Jid not only kwilc upon him 
“If as tlie ^uaidiait of the laws and iiiiot^ies of bis ooautrj. Infl 

T ‘i * ]&c 
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had a pride in Ins nature tijat was above vice, and cliose rather to 
be a victim hbnsclt^ tiian to sacrifice ius integrity. He had only 
one part to act, which was that of an honest man; and he was a 
much greater, perhaps a happier man, alone, and in exile, than 
Charles the Second npcai bis throne.” 

Henry, Eari of Clarendon, son of tlic Lord Chancellor, v\hen 
a youth; Lawrence, Earl of Rochester, hisbrother. Lord High 
Treasurer in the reign of James the Second; and Lady Roches¬ 
ter, first wife of Diwrcnce; ahead. 

Lady Charlotte Hyde, delineated as in the dress of Marv, 
Queen of Scots. 

DcCHESS of QUKKN.SBfRY. 

Jane, Countess of Esses. 

Catherine of Braganza, in the dress in which she arris'cd in 
England. Her liair is disposed in formal curls; her gown is black, 
with slashed sleeves, point mult's, and hiuidkcrclnef. Her farlliin- 
g-.ile is large, with a laced petticoat; anti in her left hand are gloves. 

Besides the above jKirtraits, the Saloon contains tw o small, but 
very beautiful fwturcs, by Stubbs, of a Bull of the small India 
breed, bred by Lord Clarendon j bikI a Horse, also the projicrty 
of bis Lordsliip: the latter, for drawing, anatomy, and coloring, 
is hardly to be surpassed. 

In the Dramng-Room, among others, are porfr.nts of Lady 
Clarendon, ilaughter of Sir Thomas Ailesbury, luid m'^oihI wife 
to the Loid Chancellor Clarendon; Sir Thomas .\!r,F..sni by. 
and Lady Ailesbury; all hy Vandjek. 

James Stl irt, Dukeof lUchinond; Vandyek. whole length, 
in black. 

Mary, Duchess of Beaufort, daugliter to .Arthur, Lord Cupel, 
Sir IVtcr I^Iy. 

Thomas Howard, l^rl of Arundel, “ the father of the Vhtu 
in England:” whole Vandyek. 

Lady NEWM|^pSt» Henry Capkl; the Poet Waller, 
represented SiR Geoffrey Palmer ; »1I by Sir Peter 

Lely: tlic are vciy fine. Sir Geofiey was ap eminent 

i||wycr, friend to the Lord ClianceUor Clarendon. 

He 
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He ivas ui^jrisoncd in tije Tower bj Cromwell; but, after thfe 
Restoration, was made Attorney Ge!ttral> and Chief Justice tA’ 
Clwsler. 

Tlie Loeu Keeper CovENTBY;, Com, Jansen: one of the 
finest pictures ever executed by that artist, la this Room are 
also two Bacchanalian Pieces, by I,«nerst. 

In the Diiung-Room is a whole-length of WlLUAM ViilieRS, 
Viscount Grandison, in scarlet; Vandyck. Hiis Nobleman was a 
very active sujiporlerof the Royal Cause, and died at Oxford, iii 
1043, of die wounds whidi he received at the siege of Bristol. 

Gkouge Vti.uERS, Duke of Buckingliaai; whole-length, in a 
curious worked dress; Com. Jansen. 

William, Eail of Pembroke; and Philip, Earl of Pembroke 
and Moiilgomeiy ; both whole-lengths; by Vandyck. 

Loan and Lady Cobnblry; Sir Peter Lely; the ftHroer in a 
purptisii lirowii; the latter in yellow. 

Lady D’Al bigny; Vandydi , in pink. 

CovNt DB Borghe; a head hi armour; Vandyck. 

James Stanley, Earl of Derby, with his Countess, and 
(ihihl; whole-lengths; Vaudycki this is a very Adble picture. The 
liait is [Kutrayed in black; the Countess in white satin; and tlie 
Child in a dusky red. The Eari w as belmaded after tlie battle of 
Worcester, in ItiSl, in violation of a proh^ ofvqnarter. Tlus 
picture i> inentjoncd both by Widpole and Grahgeh 
Sir John Minns; very fine, m crinwtm; in One hand a glove; 
ViUidyck. " . 

Loni) Goring; an admirable head, in armour; V.mdyck. 
l.tDY Baubaba Viw.IERs, youiigc^t d.iHghtci of tlicDucliess 
>f Cie\ eland, in a Nmfs dress. 

Philip ViLi.iKES, de L'lde Ailain, Cheat Prim of France, 
ml Gland M.ister of Malta; with the date 15.‘5. 

Over the Stair-case is a carious jactuie of Uk* Duke op 
AxoNv and the Hefarmers: and on the JA(ndfeg^;>?»cc, half- 
•iigtlis of JoaR Seldom, Esq. and Sib Henry SwklmAm- 
h» the IJMiyf is n flue fulbleogth ’'picture of lire Dbek of 
-ONMflfCTR, itt annour, aecompaoied by a ruau, who ajijRsirs 

T3 like 
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JiU a foTpi^sn steanwn, <o fijf Netiwriaiitls on a globe; ami 

auoUicc ftut* jw!tnre of t JLatvifer, name unkttoMii, appaieutl| t4 
the time of Cromwell, with a book, paper*, &r. 

It greatly redoiuwls to the honor of Herttor<i»hiie, Hat nmst ot 
its resident iKti»ilily consider tlie piomutioii of u"»ie«lture as .1 pti> 
inary object of pursuit, and lienee almost every park, or pleasure- 
ground, is cuuiiecfed with a fanw. Ammig iJiose whose mdour is 
most alive in the liirllieiancc of this truly piitriotie ^stem, most 
be rankcil the Earl of Clarendon, whose knowledge of Uic sckaice 
being Ibundcfl on the basis of experiment, has lendered Itia en¬ 
deavours einiueulty suecrssftd. 'Hie riuantity of huid which hk 
Lordship has now iu cultivation, includes about (rtJO acres; and us 
the prevailing soil is a simrp gravel, the skill and industry necessary 
to render it prorhictive, must lie of a superior descriptani. 

On this tiwm, about 100 acres are every year laid dow id arti¬ 
ficial grasses, which rentaiu liir fwding and for cuttiidt during 
three years; in wliicli time, from live stock, jwnlicalarly sfeie}), 
being kept upon tlicm, they are so well dressed, that, on breakiug 
them up at the expiratkm of drat jieriod, three goorl crofts of 
corn are taken fnora them in suctesaan, without any other dressing, 
provided the sea^ns arc lavorahle. Tire rotation is gcntT.tlly 
oats, wheat, arid barley; hut this is smhetimes varied by the inlro- 
duetbu of pease. By pursuing this system, the other parts of tire 
laud can be. ilrelsed more higbly; and a greater number of sheep 
is admitted to Ire kei»t. 

In the inunageii'ent of the slnep stork, InsLouldtip geiieiaiiv 
purchases the best Rjelaud ewes dial can be procuicd, about Mi¬ 
chaelmas, or sonulmies sooner; to these a Ispge-sised ram is jmt, 
sometimes a la^ir ester, and sometimes » lapi of a crossed bieerl, 
but always a well-vlniped timrnal. The e*ve» commonly cost from 
twenty-twe to tweft}>-^-vcu slnllnigs a-head; the lamb sell* for at 
least the prime cost (.1 the ewe; and the ewe fattens at Uie same 
time, and is sold wttliin the year, tor not less th^ thirty shillings, 
fhc rnuttou is uot^^iOi to any, and the fieere is of a very supe¬ 
rior description. ,l^lietimts I)oti*lslim* eyites ate ptirdbasi^, for 
the sake ©t early i.tu>bs; and orctedoiialhy souse westeru 

ewes 
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fww, for (;!m« puqwso of weight iu Uic ldi«l>s, wliidi fa»iiilate^ the 
(kiitlifig with «l«c coHiifry Imtiiicrs. If the j)H''(s> are aiijMiic fan, 
file iainijs awl ewes are sold as woo »s tlrej me fit lor ti.e lu nket. 
His LorflshJpV stock of deer is geueially froijj !»,')0 fo 4f>y; awl of 
tlicse a fen hiace are aiwudllt fattened for sale, Consiflentblc at- 
feiitio'u b aho sneu lu the poultiy: tiutl f{»'ese, luikies, {•umeu* 
fowls, ducks, 6fc. are bred lieie in ahuudawe. A coaijilcfe r.tr- 
jK-nfci’s janl fonrois |«rt of the wnino" C'lahlishnient; siiui the 
whole is conducted will* the gn'atest hhiTdli's and judi'uient. 

CA'iHIOlU IIY, one of the btairiful scats of (u ,'c Captl 
Conini'shy, liul ot Ksstx, was fo.ai, dy pautl of the l.uids ot st. 
Aih.iu's Alihcy, to w hich it had lie< u given hy the Rlc»< i.ui Kiii" (tf- 
fo. \tiu the Dissolution, Ibis Manor wa- grai.led, lij licniy the 
Eiglith, to ili<iiai(l itloiisou, lisij. who was eiupioyiil in lujin SJute 
a.‘l’.itr&by that SovriClan, ariddtcdal.SiiU'hmgli, in J >i0. Hisarawl- 
s<ju, Kr {diaries Monwii, Bait, who was ctcaled Kn'glil of the Batli 
at tlic Coruuatioii «f C’batlcs the I’lrsl, iinriied Maiy, ^ttonii 
daugiilei to Baptist Hicks, \ iscount Caiiipdeu, hy wltotn he iiad 
an only daualilir, rjidaheth, who tonveyed the inheiitaiuc of the 
Monwiis, IU itiu||jagc, to Atthur, Loid ( ajHi, of lludliaiu, in tiiis 
uiunty, fiom wii^j t{ie present Ihiil i-. de,«ew!o(l. 

Ihi* futtiily wstc long suUid at ''lokeNiyland, iu Suffolk, 
on a lusHior ot th^ own iwiiw. Sr Wiiiiani ('apcl, who hail at¬ 
tained (onsklerahie iiinueiice )>y tiurle, was laird Mayor ot laniduii 
in laOJ. his lulies having tendered him a fit ob,)ect fur plunder in 
the estiniatiou of Enipsoiu and Dudley, the miscreant minions of 
Henry the Seventh, be was obliged to ]iay a fine of ilOOOi. and 
some si-ars afterwanls was again callevt on for a simihii sum , hut 
refusing to submit to this second imposition, he was impiUoittd in 
the Tovrer till the King's death. He died in liiOg, aiidwussue- 
fceded by his son (ieorge, who was kmgiited iu the scseutli of 
Henry the Eighth, and acrompanied that Wonnreh to France, 
wliera, willi otJter KnigMs, he chailenged all cottiers to exennses 
in arms dutiag thirty days. In the twentklU of flic same icign, 
he was Sheriff of* Hefts and Essex; and four sdierwJirds, he 
again nttewfod'the'King hi au exenrsion to Celeis and jBoulogttc. 

T A Edward, 
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Edward; ins sHccessor, was knigliled in (be second of Eiizabeth, 
and was also Sheriff of both counties. Heniy, bis son and beir, 
tvas knighted in the twentj-seveiith of the same Sovereign, and 
was Sheriff of Herts; as was also lus succcss<w, Arthur, who was 
knighted in 1603. His grandson, and successor, Arthur, was 
Member for Herts in two Parliaaieuts, in 1639, nnd 1(>40. lu 
the ensuing year, he was created Baron Cupel of Hadhain, by 
Charles the First, to whose causO he wSts aealously attached, and 
in w hose sets ice he lost his life, being bciieaded by order of the 
Parliament, for his obstinate tlefewre of Colchester, in MaVcli, 
t6lS-y. Arthur, bis son, was, after the Bestoratiun, restored to 
tlje tiimiiy possessions, and created Viscount Malden, and Earl of 
Essex, by Charles the Second, in April, 166 * 1 . In I 670 , he was 
sent Ambassador to Denmark, where he bravely supported the 
honor of his country, and refused to lower Ins colours, though fired 
on by the (jovemor of Croningberg Castle to oblige him to com¬ 
ply; and for which act the (Governor was after\‘ drds compelled to 
beg pardon on his knees. In Ki/S, lie was stppoiiited Lord Licn- 
lenaiil of Ireland; and iti 168 O, iitadc first Commissioner of the 
Treasuiy.' Algernon, his son, the second Eari, married Mary, 
daughter of William Bciitinct, Earl of Portland. William, the 
third Earl, his successor, died in January’, 17 K5, leaving one son, 
(l>y his second wife, daughter of WriolhesUy, Duke of Bedford,) 
William Aime Holies, the late E;>rl, who died in March, 17 . 9 . 9 . 
fleorge, liis eldest son, and successor, the ))rescnl Einl, assumed 
the name of Coiihigsby, on'snceeeding to the estates of his giand- 
mother, Frances, daughter of Thomas, Earl Coiiingshy. 

The family Mansion at C-asliiohury is a spacious edifice, jilea- 
santlj situated ui an extensive and Well-wooded Park, thruiiah 
which flows the river Gade; and acro.<« which, by the generous 
consent of the Earl, has Ireen carried tiie GWmd Junction Canal, 
'file House was origirailly begun in (be time of Hemy tlie Eiglitb, 
by Ricbard Morison, Esq. and conflicted k tki Styk of-that age, 
by big son, Sir t||t8ika Mdrison. It has since peatiy alteieii 
and improv^l^^j'liculftrly under the directum «f the ^mesent no¬ 
ble ovnjer, contains a iiimtber of elegant apartments, logethw 

with 
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with a kind of cloihtcr, the windows of which Imyc been ^ciy re- 
ci'itflj oniameuteil witli painted gl^s, executed in a very siipcuor 
style. In its j:>onerul ajiiiearance, tiie whole Manaion, with its 
offices, has the charactei of a castellated dwelling. 

Mail) of the |»ictures, winch ornament tlie moms, me of llie 
fist degiee ot merit: the tbllowiiig aie among the most einiueut. 
Ill the Dninii'-Kixm is Ai,GERNON» liirl ol NorlbuuilMTiaiid; his 
daughter, widow of Arthur, hist Jxird Capel, with 

a son and a daughter; Sir Peter Lely; and Al.c^ER^o^, second 
Eml of Essex, in armour, standing near a table, on ehiUiijliis 
liehiitl. the two latter piituus v.t serj fine. 

Ill the iatoare portraits ot Mrs.Stranceways, youngest 
daughter to Artiuu, second Loid Cajwl; Sii Petei Lt'ly. Laiiy 
Anis, andlaiRi) Pbucv; liall leneths; by Vandyck. tb*' Eari. and 
<’oi'NTE.sh tu Ci.ARKSini>v, veiy Ime, in one piec< , Sir Peter 
Lely: and .sexeial others of the family. The dninnex-piece is or- 
iiantoited with line caning, by (iiliboiis; as is that aKo ot an ad¬ 
joining iipaitnicnt, whcie there is ,i siiy ime upicsentatiou oi Diad 
f-iaiiie and Ploweis, with fruit ai d Slu 11, m fi-sioom, t'se. by tlic 
,aiae exteileiil ailisl In this tullci looui aie also the iulliming 
pi( tines. 

Sir rirABi.rs IJ.sxbury VVhuaMs, Knaht of the Bath, 
father of frauces, first wife to illimi), late t,ail of Essi \. whose 
portrait, witii limt of Ins Lady, me also in this apartmi'iif (lie Uso 
last are small Ihiet-ijiraUer lengths, by hii .Toslioa Ibyiiolds. Ar- 
iHtH, first Lord Cafiel, with liK Lady, Ellz.tRKTii, daughter 
to Sir Cliailes Moiisotb Ban, uml their children, along jntfuie. 
IiKOROE, thefilUi RikI jfWfsent Eail of Ee,c\, and iiw C'oi i E>s, 
full lengths, umdl, |i^,lE(hidgi>. 

In the a \erx supei !> ir aiimeiil, me lour thimots, 

contaimiig it cousit^etable numtici' of \eiv iM'autiful M^itiuturui by 
llie present CpUR^ of Esse*, fioni ouguial' I»y the fii»t masters; 
many of extrenicly fine, jios'i-i-uig the greati •( ddkaey 

and hannos^^of^orhig, combiuciiwitlisiuHigtlt, expicjauan, andi 
hrilliBuey. tin ^ A sw^ jfiijUlte of the 

yirj|ia and Catld’^wfailix.a JMohkS Ueml, hy Carlo 
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D»Ici, wry fiao; (wi» snmii \u’ws h\ CdualvUi; asttnoU Sta-jRAW, 

Vaader Velde; a I^j<hfH|ir. bv(«akj$boiough, chkiyconqtoa> 
cd of a oillow «i»h' oi l«o, and ati oak, with a couple of cows, )ict 
foniiiug j \CT\ bciuitUul pwlure; anti a Laudsea]>e, byWomer- 
laaiis. 

Ti.F Stiiif Bed-Hiwm k decOMted with blue and wliite funiitHre, 
and liuiiji with (Tobelin tapestry, defying a Village rca-.t, lioin 
Teuieis; Makiug WiiHJ, ^r. This a|MrtniGUl has a low uk)!, 
painted of a line a/.wie; the upper part gilt, with a eorouet. o\er 
the door is a well-esecuUd F»ud and Fiowci Pk-ce. In IkfM,' 
ChuiL \ Ihwm k a full-lcijgfh of Cil VRLKS THE FjKsr, St.imlw" 
against a p'Uar, by V'andj(k: Coi NTESS of IlANi.t tt.ii, threi - 
quarters; Sir Godfrey Kiadlej: Flnxe Cliikheit of Cliatles the 
First, by Vand^xk: Charges the Se<'om>, a bead, by Sir Pi ¬ 
ter Lely: and two beautiful Feuiaje Fortnuts, by tlie same artist, 
names unknown. 

The Park is between tittee and fmit miles in rircuuiference, and 
afibrds some rich scenery, ami noble timber. Tiw walks me said 
to have been originally laid out, and tlie woods plaiiteii, by tlie 
iamous Le Notre; but tliey have idiice been greaUy improved and 
enlarged. The pleasuu>-gitiuiKis are extensive, and have retuiUy 
nndeigoue some Judicious alterations. 

W.VTFORD. 

pREVtots t« the (kisqiiest, Watford foimed part of Cuuhae, 
or Casino, and, included under that ajipeliaiiOB, wasgneo by King 
0& to tiie Abbey of ARian, to Wibicfa it .cotttfuuert attaelied 
till tbe time of the Dissolution, when tbe Stewardship of this, and 
other arliaceut manors, nasgiien to Jc|^ JLoid Russel, of tJhe- 
uies, m Buckiiighamsbire. James tlie.Rrst, in 1^ seveutb of bis 
reign,* granted Watford to the JUfd Chaiietdkg Egertoii, Baron 
of £ike>u«io, in whose deseemboiti^ tiie Dukes t^’^0iidg^water, it 
senmiued vested till abopj the year IFtk), wiws’Rltiw S#d to the 

then 
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then Earl of Essex, and is now the property srfliis descendant, the 
p)»eent U<trt. 

The AblKstsof St Alban’s ii^4l9l«triou5 {xivileges granted to them 
for tl>i» inanor, by diliereiU Sovereigns: the charter of the roaihet 
was bestowed by Henry tlie Fiist; atid Edward the Fowth gave 
thHw liberty to liold two fiiirs aunually. Ttie Market-Hou^ is a 
long buihifii^, rotigli-cast abwe, and supported on wooden piUm 
beneath. The quantity of corn sohl here is very goeat; and tJie 
iiundjer of shcejr, cows, calves, hw^, Occ. is propOrtiouable. The 
jaili<e (rffhc town is lahJcr the diicction of lestdent and neighbour¬ 
ing magistrates.’’ 

nie Chun A is a wry spiwiou!i building, dedtewted to the Viijpa 
Mary, and consists of a nave, ai»W<, and chancel, wHh a massiw 
embattled tower at the west end, alnmt eighty feet high, teraii- 
hafed by a small fqni*, rising to the Iteight ol' about twenty more. 
The naw is diviiied from the aides by six pointed arches on each 
Ude, with ydain ntoiiidings, vesting on m lagonul columns; above 
the. arclicti ans the same uutiiber of obtuse-headed windows. Use 
foof is of a cheulnr fenti; rite siipjtt>rlers rest on half figures, sus- 
taiii'mg shkMs. Tite clnuiwl, which ajqteam of a more recent date 
than the nave, 0 {tens ftiMa llte latter by a large pointeti artb. Tlie 
east window is di\kit'd by luuliiORs mto seveiat coinpartmetUS; but 
the light is obscured by a laige aitaiqrfece of oak, carved hi the 
stylo of JaiiKS the heeoud's time. 

t)ii the north side of the chancel is the Chapel, or Cemetaiy, 
of the Mormn^ and now of the Essex Fdmdy. •T^>cottiaiii4 
among othtMdKf bifeviiif fsxecution, two seiy fine ini^hmeAts, by 
bucholos TM 1^, whkh Itciected against the south wali, 

isaatateh of Sia Cha*les Moatsow, Ea*. 

of Casltiobuiy,'wlva ;4ied iu'im hity-fest year, in March, 15S®. 
'Jlw upjter and central part consists of a pediment and canopy^, 
SCrtaig mt Cpi^tiiiau {allars: below lhecaiio[»j is the etfigieaof 
bir Ch^edea jit,white tuaible. He is repnsented asa Ewi^tin 
hnKtotti|>Mt f tpiuiubcot |^i|qotton, with his etbovr <m a 

«)m 1 <^;^’^8nd cait^e pdi,itnclot hi? swotd,'T'Hfe beard 
^ OB his uppBf.'fibi- aiid ab«»l 

; 
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his neck, a large rufl'. Loose, but standing behind hhi legs, k ? 
lelmet,' with a plume of fcatbers; and above li«i» is a Latin in¬ 
scription, in two romparlments. front of the tomb is anotbc] 
inscription, similarly disposed; and under the cornice of the cano¬ 
py arc the words, Nnn Ilnmi serpif alaia Virtus. At each end. 
under a canopy of flowing drapery, dependaht from a ring, is a 
figure kneeling on a cusJiion. 'Otese i:eprcscnt Ure son and daugh¬ 
ter of Sir Charles: the foriner is habited as a Knight, with a sash, 
mff, peaked beard, and whiskers.-; the lady has a raff also, and 
has on a long cloak, fasten^ over the breast by a cordon, which 
is tied across the middle, and hangs down in,;to5»:!s.* 

The other motmtuent of StOiu-’.s woriunaii^p, is on the opposite 
side, ag-aitist the nortli wall; this ryas cre?^ hi merawy of StR 
Charles Mokiso^, Bart, and Knight of. the Batli,' son of the 
above Sir Cliarles, by Mary his lady, sccoii^ dauglttyr of Baptist 
Hicks, Viscount fi^mpdeh, In its general fomr it li s'miUar to 
the former: tire canojry is supported by Corinlbian pillam of h^k 

maride, 

This infflnatDent, .as appears from the pocket-book of Nichph^ Stone, 
qaoted by'l^aFpole, cost I’tiOl. besidesfour pieces,the seti^' 
tor, “given me to drink. The J.atm inscriptions are.to the fdltewing 
import>--To tlie virtue, bontSiit, and immortal raeitnory, of the dearest 
and most respected man Sir Charlrs MoRlkON, Kair; hereditary 
Impropriator of this Chuuh, and Founder of this C hapel, (lie roost bi> 
loved and best of fathers, Charles AUaison, Kiit. and Bart, a most af- 
TeCtiontte Son, piously and leveicntly dedicated Idonumt at, tlic 
l«M duty of lose and dosotion, to a very dcsewlng and awompUshtd 
Parent, m the roost certain hope ol a glorious and bussed Bcsurrcction. 
He married Dorothy, the daughter of Nttholat Clark, ISiq. by whom 
be iiad two children, now Imne, Chailes, above mea^ioBed, an only son; 
and Bridget, an otiy daughici, betrothed to the ipott neblc Robert, 
Earl of Sussex, fcjdied on the .;0th of March, J5i®, m the Fifty-first 
year of his Arffcllis Father, Aw Utchmd the most 

generous of lij^Wviis skilled m an the more wdde «f JLam* 

ture; and F.mbassies to the German Btnperor*, gfid e^her 

Clni8M^j||®5?ne executed his trust with thegtoaieit rcnownr-Jfis 
, Moshen.^ T ^ p usti ipus lady Bridget^ daughter Boird Huimy, 

pMriage Countess of. Kfithindi nf $cdfot4»‘' 
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inatble, with wreaths of flowers below the capitaK. On the tomb 
beneath, are the figures of the Baronet and his Lads, in white mar¬ 
ble, most exquisitely srulptured The fonner, who u lejiu eiUed 
in armour, is redining on his side, his right cliiow losting on a 
cushion, and his hand placed on a skull he has a peaked beaid, 
and whideers. His lady is tynig reeumbewf, with her head on .1 
double cushion, and has on a veil, turned bark over her forehead, 
round her neck is a nifif. Her sleeves are (nirfled, luid one hand 
hohls an outward robe, whfcb is fastened to her b<tddia by a 
diamond-headed pm. The folds of the drajiery, whii U ein elopes 
her feet, aie very finely managed. She has a smiling toiiuh ti.i/u e. 
that of the Baronet is more composed ami thoughtful. At the 
ea4 side, on a lower base, are the figures of a youth, ami a bo\, 
kneeling on cushions: both have rufls; and tiie former an outwuid 
eloak, and a sword At the west side is a young lady, also kneel¬ 
ing on a enshion, with flowingdrapeiy, extending iH'liind her lic.id, 
and brought up and fastened oser her WTt bieast bv 0 diamond 
broach, round her neck, a luff. hei hands are broken off, but 
have been raised as in prayei. The inscripfions are in Latin, 
and very long. Sir Charles died in Apiil, IbSS, about a week af. 
ter be had completed bis forty-first year. The expense of execut¬ 
ing this monument was 40{d.* 

In the middle of tlie emnetaty are two latge tombs with eSigies, 
both deserving notice, tbou^ not so finely wrought as those that 
have been riesenbed. That towards the east waserecterl in meiuo- 
ly of Uie Lady Bribget, Conutess Oowtigyr of Bedford, who 
died at tl« li||e of sevwity-five, in January, 1600 . Her figure, 
well sculpffitecl ^ tdabasW^ lies on Uic tomb; the bead nstiiigou 
an ornamented and between the feet a fruit-tree, with a 

rein-deer below, ||i4ifr4‘ lier neck 1 $ n loff; on her head a close 
cup, and cototMt^^ SBe Iwis <mi a large loose cloak, reaching to her 
feet, and fiksteitm across her bosom. the hands are brokeu off), 
but have raiicil as in prayer. Iroin the sides of the tomb, 
the baiiO k oat in i square projection; and <m eadi is a 

buU'-siA-d 

•’ Aneedolbt/jaib mo. Vo). U, p 4i. 
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tnale fitfure in rtrmour, )«H*cliBg on b ltonii«l 

the tomb ate various shields of anus; and nl the east rad a Ion® 
itMtaiptioii in menuu s of the Coiiiih-ss.* 

Hie westernmost tomb romineiriorntes the virtues of “ llie 
.'fti^it HonoraWe LuH Damk Loizabetr Rpbbeu., danghter 
«nd sole heire of If. nrie /-oBffn, of Shingav," in (CamiwHigeshire, 
andwifrof WtUmn, Lord Rush'll, of Thomiiangii, smt of Franris, 
Raid of BixIforfI: she dted at the age of fi^y-three, in Junt', Kill. 
Her %ui« k lepiess'iite^i in a very t»as-y long rkwk *id fiefticoat, 
with a close l>oddice bnttoned <kw» the middle. Her Imml rests 
on 3 cushion, which, as stcll as the face, and the wliole dress, has 
been painted: at her feet is a coronet and liUH. 

Among the other niemoiiais here, are two Teddt/s against the 
south wall; one of tirese records the, cliaracter and memon of 
* Tire IIoNORABtE John I^jRBRs, second Mm of George, tlnnl 
Earl ofOranarrl, Admiral of the Fleet, andGcneralof Marines, who 
died at the age ot eighty-two, in March, irti'l ’ the other is in com- 
tneuumtion of his Lady, * (lie Right Honorahie Mar\ FottiiKs. 
rlanghterof William, third E irl of Essex, hy the },a«ly Jf/m 
dauahter of Hem yi, tonrth Earl of Giarendati, and second h'jiti of 
Rocliester.’ Wii.i.tAM Avne-Hoi,i,e.s Citi'iti., sonof ttrealxwe 
William, and fourth F-trl of Essex, was also htiTied in this ceme- 
tary in March, IFilJI, as appears by lire Regster ; ttiongli no me- 

niorial 

* Parr of this is as fuiluws. “ Si e w.o ihiu/'hrer of liAin, fa>rd Uos- 
rey, and war fiirice mirruxl: fusiioSn Ruhard Morison, Kiit. then 
to Edsvard Manm>rs, Earl of RutUiu! ’hiidlv, t<^ FtaiR-fs Russel, Fair! 
of Bedford: die had isaw' only by hti Imr iHlsbrndl, orte son,t Karic* 
Aloriron, Knt. and two daOii’atcrs j the eisie'nanttd Jam' Sihiila, Itisr 
ftmrmd to Edward, ijwd Rusm I, eldest son w her Ust hu^l».ll!d, tlw 
E.irt of Bedford; and afttrs-ard, wanied to Arthur, Jiurd Grey of 
Wilton, lather to Tbonias, I^ud Grey; tlic other daughter, named 
Iviuahcth, svas linit atarrud to W diiam Norreys, Esq, iOb end heir ap¬ 
parent to Hcuri^^rd No.'reya, and father to Fmncyalihie novse l/>rd 
Norrey V at jMg^charges this MonuRnmt was ere««|,. Jj^ring her lole 
eXeewtor an^JP^owy; wlto hath itwtritNl thu I^dy l^4get Wre, 
tighter f^^vard, Earl of f)xf<»rd j* -ilWrwaTds Eli/aheih, the sf* 
ct|gjraauj{|;|j|p, mairiL'U Henry Clmton, Ead of tincoln. 
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inorial has been erwted to raemorv Oa a sUh of biea-la, in 
Uie pawaneirt, am %um> in ttfJhieo tiervaiif^ to the Mom 
sons, in dresses of the time of James the First. 

In the nave ai»i aisks of the Church, aie many othei Sepuldnal 
inetnoHitis: several of the UuYrv, of the Lea, in this parish, aie iii- 
fericd heiow thcatiai sfejw; and in tlie south aisle aie slibs in 
meinory of Sir WilUum Uack, Bait, who died in August, 1“I7, 
aged si\ty4wo; t^ranci », his dau;i^ter, who died at the age of 
tbirty-one, »n November, 1713; and Sir (7wr/ri Buck, Birl, bis 
son, who died in June, 17 it9, at tbe age of thirty-sei . The fol¬ 
low itig eiHtapli, which apjiears on 4 tablet of wliitc uiatble on the 
south wall of the nave, was written by Dr. Johnson. 

la ihc Vault below arc depwiteJ the Remains of 
JANE BELL, Wife of JOHN BELL, tsip 
W ho, in the I'lfty-third Yeir of her Age, 

Summnded with many vmrldly Blessings, 

Heard wit!) Fortitude and Composure truiv great, 
llie iiornbie Malady which iiaa for some lime began to afflict bet, 
IVonounced fnt urable; 

And for more than thKe Years 
Eadutied with Patience, and concealed with Decency, 

1 he daily Tortures of giaduil Death, 

Continued to dwtde the Mouis n't illottej to Devotion, 
Between die Caras of her FaiWiiy, and die Convene of her Fsicndsj 
Rewarded the Attendance of Duty, 

And acknowledged tiie Oftk es of Affection; 

And while she endeavoured to alk-viatc, by Cheerfhinect, 

Her Huiband's Suffering and Sorrows, 

EncrcaMfd them by her GratHude-for ta> Caro, 

' And her Si^tude for ins Quiet - 
»'to thb of these Mrtues, 

More as more femilwrlj known, 

This Hdbnwmcnt is t rt cted by 

Jktdtjr 

This ChudH ji* crowded mdlh pews and g-tlkrics: Uie orgau- 
Snikryis yeryfiit^, and supported on four Coriatljwtscoluim.s; 
fhefbr||fm ib wdl^otied. At tie last emiof the smtli aisle, are 
ty tabkls, 
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labUts, rci-isferina; numerous bemfkrtions that have hceu made 
for the use of the poor, kc. of this ])arish. 

At the south stile ot the Chutclt*,vard ib a gowl Fiec Sihool, of 
brick, with couvenitiil a)Kirtineuts for a Master and Mutress. 
This was founded ami eiidcwcd hy Mrs. El.ttSAnEtll Ft la.t.R, 
ol fF.iyocd Plfuf, (uhicli neatly n«l|oins tlte School,"> hi the year 
I70f, for toity boys and iwenly who ate paillj clotlied, and 
taufjlit leathng, wriiiite;, and arithuietic. The orit'iualemlowmeiils 
have been inert ased by bomc additional leganes. Ttie govern¬ 
ment of the School is vested m nine trustees, who ate chosen from 
the most respectahle inhabitants of Waltord, a pieterciice bt ing 
given to the kiiOdred of the F'iundrc\i, a full-leiigUi jxHtrait ot 
whom is preseived in the School Iloom. This was painted by J 
Woolasloii, and has the date I7O8. she is repiesented in widow\ 
weeds, with the Scriptures lying open by her side, and hei nulit 
Iiand pointing to a lahcJ, witli the woicls, ‘ Daily icad ami praitue 
the Holy Bible.' Her counteuance tspresscs a oihii and placid 
benignity. 

Watford is a laige, {lopulous, and busy town, the bouses air 
principally of briek; many of them are respectable and haud.some 
buildttigs; they principally range on the sides of tlie high road, 
extend in a north-westerly direction rather mow than a mile. 
The chief employment of the laboring classes is derived front agii- 
cultuie; but additional labor is furnished by tlie tkrowmg qf Sili, 
three Silk Mills having been established in and near the town. 
The largest Mill is worked by the watets of the Colne river; but 
the others are worked by horses. Hie {lopiilafion of Wiitfolds l» 
ascertaiiied under the late Art, was jjJO; the numbotri of houses 
was 691. 

RICKM-ASSMSS^UTH, or RICi£Ml^l65WORTH, 

As it is sometiinji* ealkd, and vyith grcatef is a small 

waiict a low moorish sitnateaegr the coidluenre 

of the rive rs|Mp f,and Colne, and a sraaliv iwolgi'* whkb flows 
Fiaundra, m Buclrir^liMlidnre. Hkj luaqor 
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was ancient demesne of the Saxon Kings, and was given, by King 
OlFa, to the Abbey at St. Aliiau's, to which it was confirmed by 
succeeding Kings, and had the charter of a weekly market, and 
two annual fails, granted it by Henry the Tliird. After the Dis¬ 
solution, Edward the Shttli gave the manor to Ridley, Bishop of 
I^ouiloii: but Queen Mary bestowed it on the fell persecutor 
Bishop Bonner. In ElUabeth's lime it reverted to the Crown; 
and was finally sold by Charles the First, and the Six Clciks in 
Chancen', to whom he had conveyed it as a security for bonowed 
money, to Sir Tiiomas Fotherkw, whose son, John, was Shciiff of 
llciis in the fourth of Charles the Second. This family became 
extinct by the dreadful event of its j>ossessor, son of the last-men- 
t Hiicd gentleman, l>eiiig swallower! up, with his only rlaiigUter, in 
llie greirt carflnpiake at Juitiaica, in He bequeathed the 

n eiMon of this manor to his nephew, Temple Whitfield, Foq. 
whoM‘ dfxc<*ii(l:uii, Henry Fotherley WhiffieUl, Esq, is now owner; 
and wliobc Mansion, called the Bury, an inegular brick edifice, 
nearly adjoins the Church-yard on the west side. 

I'iir- Chunk is a sjmeious bniltliiig, dedicated to the Virgin 
NI.rry. and cotisislmg of a irate, aisles, and chancel, with a hand¬ 
some enrbattied tower of hewn dints at the west end: the upper 
fiatt of tire nave is also crnbattlerl; and the buttresses are scry 
drong. On each side the nave arc fire jrlain pointed arches, 
lixing from round columns, with square windows above, each divi- 
ded into two tiefoil-lieaded lisrlits. Beyond these, extending 
across the space that apfidtrs to have origin^ly been tire charitel, 
is a large pointed arch; and at the sides, eastward, two other 
arches, siwingiBg from octagonal columns, and reacliiug to the eii- 
tnurce of the preseut r^itcal. Tliis edifke was rcfiaired in the 
'< ar 16’77, and again in fire years ISO'?, aud 1S03: the large gak 
lery which is at the west end, was probably erected about the 
I'oiraer fieikrd. 

Previous to tl»# late repairs, a laige altar-tomb, in memory of 
Henry Cari', Baron of Lefrmgton, and Eaii of Monmouth, 
stood against the south wall of the chcurel; but being thPnght to 
disfigure the place, it has been removed; and the beautiful slab of 
Vot. VII, June, JSOfi. U black 
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black marble that covered it, is BOW appropriated a> the aflnr- 
table. A second slab, of black marble, that was affixed oo 
north side of the t«>inb, and is inscribed as- fidlows, has been let 
into the sontb wall; tosretljer with trvo line •CBljrttires in white 
iiiarbie, in high relict', of die fnnily arms; 

licrc b'csin licju ,•«)('aJ>n fuli Resurcctoi), liody ol )'* Right 
lion. IJfcSRY fviiv, Baron of Jxp'mton, ICarle of Mon- 
iijouih, (sone to Robert, Earle of Monrooutii, und EiiraUih 
'I revaiiiHii, his \\ ife, which Robert was 10th sone to Henry 
Cary, Baron of Hunsdoti.) He dyed y' t~ih of June, An®. 

Dill, liibi, aged tij years. He was married 41 years to the 
laidy Martha Cbantield, eldest davghicr to lioneli, Earle of 
Midlcsex; and had by her 10 children, 2 sones, and 8 davgh- 
ters, viz. Lhmell, the eldest, (never married,) was slaine Ano. 

Dni. Itill, at Marston-Moor fight, in his Ma.'"'* service; and 
Hertn/, who died of y* small-pox, An®. Dni. ItiiO, ami lyes 
inicrrcd at the Savoye. He left noe issue, but one sone, since 
deceased, also y' last heire male of this Earle’s familie. • 
davghters were as follows; Anne, Philadelphia, Jidualjeth, 
Mary, Trevaaiana, Martha, Theophila, and Magdaline.— 
Within this place lyes also buryed y* bodies of y* above-na¬ 
med RoBtKT, Earle of Monmouth; Elizabeth, Countess 
of Monmouth, his wife; and y* ladies PhilaDELthia, 
Trevania.n’a, THEoriiiLA, and Magoaline Caryj 
and y‘ bodies of JamEs, Ijxd Clanoboy, and y* Lady Jake 
Hamilton, his sister, being the Children of y* aforesaid 
Lady Anne Cary, which shee had by James Hamilton, VLs- 
touni Clanoboy, Eatl of Clanbrasdl, of y® Kingdome of Ireland. 

The above Jantex, Viscount Clanobovc, as appears from anotlicr 
inscribed slab in llie pavement of the diancel, was ImrM September 
the seveiilh, 16'42, and died on May the eighth, 1658. 

Agai ist the north wall of the chancel iS a mural monument in 
tommemoration<^%K Thomas FothbeLiBY, Knt. a Gentleman 
of the Privy ^^mber to Charles tlie First, and of his son, and 
"ranjbon. oil the floor, abo records Ute ntemoiy of .seve¬ 
ral othi IS family. In the east part of die south aisle are 

tluce very allar-touibs, iuclosh.g tlie lettiains of different iii- 
? dividuals 
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ilividuids of Hit- families of Calte, Salter, and WMtfidd, all of this 
town. Ill the north aisle is a very neat mural nioiiumcnt in me¬ 
mory of TiMoritY EAiit.E, Kscj. of Moor-IIoiise, who died at 
the Bite of ei£;htv, in May, ITS?: ‘d’ Doroihj/, iiis wife. A 

inailile (ah!et a».iinst the north wall, also records the nientoiy of 
Altniial Wu.i.iam n»,Ar>WEi.i„ who formerly lived at Money 
Hill, in this jwrish, ami tlied in March, t'SJ, aged ci;'hty, 

V'arious other inoniinicntal slaiis are iii'crted in diflerent parts 
of the paveim nf; and in lh<'middle of llie nave i» a stone, that 
was fornierly iiilairl \sith /irn.ssew of a man standing Let ween his 
two wives; hut one of the latter wa- stolen dtiring the late repairs: 
lieneatli i.s this inscription: 


il. " lytlli liviirti vfiilfi iIhh i-is>nc Alifc 
I'hc UrjiU'‘if Thom A s Day j/>niio 
Aii'l liis l/.f> wivrA ,/ anti 

! |j<- lime*, f.ert' e ym nma. 'ihoin^y. 




/' ihe!athof Juiy, i 
J thv6thoEAv.:tvM.i_:^ci8, 
} tfie lodi July, nil ■;{. 


Tl’C'c lliKS', no doiihl, li.ii! finlh in Cliri-it, tlii-ir 'ini for to f>n jivc. 
Anil tiivy can tell, lltat knew than well, y* po ac they did nlic.e.* 


The situation of liieKinersworlii in the vicinity of st vend streams, 
n'titlcrs it very convenient in trades that reqtiire the aid nf water; 
and several mills, lor various purposes, have heen erected in its 
neiehhourhood. At the entrance of tin! town from llie south, is a 
large cotton anil flour-mill: a flock-mill, and a silk-mill, have been 
recently built at a little tlislaiicc to the west: and towards the 
north, on the rivulet that flows front Cheshain, are several pajiei- 
inills, &c. , TItc maiiufaeture of stniw-plat lumishes aiUlifi> nal 
etn|>lbynteut^, jiartkatfetrly to girls ami women. Tlie Market• 
IlnuK is a tnisgi fabric, siqipoited oa pillars, and ojien 

beneath. The maiket was {bnnerly celebrated for its corn trade, 

IJ!? but 


" Wcever, in his'Funeral Mon. p. MU, by a stratfge perversi<jt>, has, 
for this cpiiapb, giyen thftfollowing lines; 

Here ly berSiiHi andyr this stone 

and his too Wyfs Aiis and 
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bttt is now little frequented, tlioiigli toll free. Tlie popnJafion of 
Rkkinerswortli, as ascertained under the Act of 1SOO, amottiiled! 
to‘ 2975 ; the number of houses to 503. 

TIvc Manor of the MtX>R, in llicknierswortli I^tnish, was an¬ 
ciently parcel of the possessions of St. Alban’s .Abbey, and about 
lt31, was, with olher contiguous manor*; held under that founda¬ 
tion bv a tenant nanicil Eiecic, who had for sei'eral scars refus4'd 
either to pay the quit-rents, or to perform tltc covenantctl service- 
rlaimcd by the Abbot; among which seas that of finding for lii- 
use, and that of his successors, ‘ one nag-Zrorse, to carry him t( 
Tynemouth, whetjcver he, or they, should visit that cell;’ the dis¬ 
pute was at length deculed iu favor of the Abbot, by Sir Williatu 
BabyngtOn, Chief Justice of lite Common Pleas; and Fleete \ui5 
compelied to the ohsersaaee of the accustomed homage and 
fealty.* 

The next possessor on rerord was Halph dc nofc!<T, Lord of 
Sudeley, in (ilocestcrshire, who had a residence here; and who 
l.kewi^c held the manors of ‘ Asbeles, Brittewcll, and Bacche- 
worth.’ This nobleman, on (he Solicitation of Jolin of Whetham- 
sted, and his officers, agreed to pay one penny yearly, at Michael- 
urns, for each manor, as ;ui ackimwledgnient that he held these 
estates under the Abbots.t Ilowr long he continued to |)osses 9 
them is uncertain; hut the probability is, that he resigned these 
manors to Edward the Fourth after bis atmt at Sudeley Castle, 
his attachment to the House of Lancaster having excited the jea¬ 
lousy of the Ymkksd Edward appears to have afterwards 
granted this manor to George Neville, Archbishop of York, bro¬ 
ther to the Great Earl of Warxvich, who, according to Godwin, 
built a house bere.i in which the King was frequently entertained. 

Here 

* Newcome s Illffe'St. Alban’s, p, 3?P. Ibid. p. 350. 

J See Vol. V. Otijr, fof some curious particuL^ relating to 
Lord Sudeley. 

§ ' De Pr,Ts^®<lB,’ Edit, 1015. Godwin abo relates ftw following 
aoecdote a- cghM||ied with the fall of the Arehbisliop, and as occurring 
within a shot Wod after the defeat ahd death of hit brother., « Thu 

Archbisho{» 
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f jfere also, in August, 1170, tho ArclilrtBltop, probably on tise rtt> 
inoured disaflet lion of bis broHior, the Eari, waskt*!)! in a sort of 
lionorable restraint, under the crjgiiizance of “ dyverse off the 
'Kj’nges s’vantes.”* After tlw battle of Barnet, iu 1471, the Arcb- 
bisbop was committed to the Tower; and tbouglj once more re* 
leased, and again receivwl into the King’s favor, he was subse¬ 
quently deprived of his estates and diguilies, and died, “ as was 
ibougbt, of grief and anguisli of mind,*' iu 11/6'. 

The manor of the Moor, whiib, during these contentions be¬ 
tween the rival bouses, seems to have been eifettually severed from 
the possessions of the Abbey, coutiuued in Uie Crown till the ac- 

C 3 cession 

AvciibiilKip was h’unthsg with the King at Windsor, when he made re¬ 
lation to him, of some extraordinary kind of game wheresviih he was 
wont to soiaoe hmwclf, at a house wiiiih he had buiit and furnished 
sumptuously, called the Moore, in Hertfordshire. The King, teeming 
desirous to be a partaker of this sport, appointed a day when he would 
come hither and bunt, and make merry w'ith him. Hereupon the 
Archbishop, taking his leave, got him home, and thinking to entertain 
the King in the best manner it was possible for him, he sent fer much 
plate that be bad hid during the wars, and also -borrowed much of hi* 
friends. The deer whkh the King hunted being thus brought into the 
toil*, the day before lii* appointed time, he sent fur the Archbishop, 
commanding him, all excuses set njnirt, tu repair presently to him at 
Windsor. As soon as he came, he vvas arrested of treason; all Ids mo¬ 
ney, pkq;, abd moveablM, to the value of 20,0001, seized Opon fer the 
King, and himself, ■ tong space after, was kept prisoner at Calais, and 
Cuisnesj during whkb rime, the King took upon himself all the profits 
and temporaikiet bf the ffishoprk. Among other things then taken 
from him, he bad a ttiittc of infestimable value, by reason of many rich., 
stones wherewith it was adorned} that the King broke, and made 
thereof a crotvn ftje hipidlf." llenty, in his IJist. of Great. Britain, Vol. 
>IX. p, 203, reebtris, tla!|''*s Edsyud was dining one day with the Arch¬ 
bishop, he was privatei^i^iltfonned, tl^t be wa» that day, to he put to 
death; on which besnutiediately rose, apd departed tu Windsw. Thi* 
svas probably a state tr^ to bt^,tbe Keville's into disgrace. 


;h >Fcnn’s Pastern 11. p. dS. 
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cession of Hea»ytbe Seveiilli, wlicn ttef Monanli cnuiled il l« 
John lie Vere, Eaii of O.vforil, (who led die van of liis -.o 
the Battle ol Busuorlh Field,) with vcmajiidcr to Ute kuK 
Countess, Margaret, daughter to the great. J'krl of Warwick. It 
afterwards reverted to the Crown, and appears to hare het n 
sonic time in the possession of Cardinal Wolsoy, afler who.se <iis- 
gracc it again fell to the Crown; hut was linally granted. h> .tiiiiies 
the First, in trust tor the Ear! of Uetlfmd, with reir.aiuder to 
Lucy, his Countess. The iie.Kt possessor wa.s Willian', Eail of 
Pembroke, who sold the manor, in tnet, to Sir Cliarks Ilarhoard ; 
but dLsjWsed of the Moor-Parl- <st,ite. which had pn-vanisls fintii- 
cd part of the manor, to llol>crt Caiv, Eai! <d'.Monuamtli, iliir! 
son of Lord Hinisdon;’^ wiio, logeitn r with lb nry, lik <'id'-t >'o 
and sucfessor, lies Imried in llirkniersworth Church. Soouaii.! 
the decease of the latter, !\Ioor I’ark w as sold lo Sir llicliard I'n.n!. • 
lyn, to wlioin the manor had been preiioii'h coincsed; and ).c 
disposed of it to Thonia'-. I'arl of Os.soi v, who was swiiinioiied to 
raiiiamenl hy the title of Ihuoii Bat'er, of Moore .Park, in Se}>- 
teinber, Uiti.), The manor of llie Moor was afteiwanls sold, by 
Sir It. FrankKii, lo Sir William Ihiekuel, of {)^,hey; but the Mitoi - 
Jlmisc estate, wbicli lately In longed tt> tlie family of the liirh s, 
and has verj’rceeuiK hecsi ]nucims<d by Itobert Williams, Estj. 
of Moor Paik, wa.s given b\ tl:e Lady .\nii IVanklyn, lo hey 
graiid.ion, Itieliard .SItales, 1.-.). 

Thomas, I’^irl of f.)',.o)y, married the Lady Anielia, danghlcr 
of Louis de \as.■^im, a dcseciidiiat t)f Maurice, ITiiire. of Orange, 
by whom he had two sons and lour daughters, James, the eldest, 
who succeedetl him, sold iI/..orc Vnrk to James, ibtf unfortunate 
Duke of Mounioutli, son of Charles the Second, by Lucy Water.s; 
he settled it on Ann, his ivije, danghler andjSoJe heir of Francis, 
Earl of Bacclcugb, <« 'ke year 1720, lo Bci^tuiii 

Jloskins Styles, Esip./id^H^ose decease it >vas purchased by 
Cicorge, afterwardsl^j^ll^ij. lib heir agurh <}%fOsed of ittoSit 

hotkenct; 

■ Salmon's Ncvvcokie says, .|hsl. ihe.,House ami 

Park were sold ||'f|j|e:yercs to KobertCary, titMii(f SUA(- 

bans, p, iil9. 
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lawrencc Duiidas, Bart, in I7<>5 ; and his son, Sir Thomas, sold 
k, iu 1787, lol'honias Bates T?ous, Esq, who dying in Fehrmirv, 
1799, it was pnreliascd of his executors in the summer of that 
year, by Robert Wdliaius, Esq. the prescuf possessor, an emiucut 
banker of London. 

MOOR-PARK. HOUSE, tl*c splendhl reshkncc of this gentle- 
man, is a magnificent buihlmg of the Corinthian order, standing 
in a fmely w ootled park uboiit five miles in circnnifereuee, and 
Iiiiviiig two fronts, facing resiptit lively to\v;!r<l.s the north and Muith. 
rile principal or .southern front has a very elegant and grand por¬ 
tico, the pediment lunng supjioited on four noble c;ohimn.s, eacli 
filin '-.•(■M il feel higli, indejrendent of the base and tile capital, the 
former of whicii is six feel iu height, and the latter, four; a very 
rich cornice, vsilh a ballustnulc above, • goes round tlie housi?. 
i he height of the ground totrards tlic soiitlr, contracts the view ; 
but the norlliern frontcouu»aiid.s an extensive prospect; the liill 
which had previously obstructed the sight, having been purposely 
lowered, about tbe yiasrs 1725 or 6', at the exficuse of ,50001.’' 
This was etfectetl through the muuificeuce of I?. H. Styles, Esq, 
who had reafiscsd a great fortune by the llimoiw .Soiit!i-Sea scheme; 
and to him also k the present Mansion inih.blcd for the chief part 

I’ I- of 

* 'flii* circumstance is thus alluilcd to by Pope, iu hi» M.ir.d I'.vj.n-s i 

—Or cut wiiJt views throUj;!i mour.'.r.iKi to the plain; 

You’ll wish your hill, or shclierM seat again. 

** Thi*,'* he objcrve* in a natc, " way done in Hcn(brd,iiiire, by » 
wealthy citizen, by %bkh tfieins, merely to overlook a de.vd plain^ijiu 
let in the north wiiid upon hi* house and parterre, which were before 
adorned -and defended by beauii^l woods.” Satirists are gimeratty 
more severe than just, and Pope is not an exception. 11 is ‘ tlcad plain’ 
conveys an idea of sterility and loneliness, whidt the prospect itself ef- 
fectu,illy Ijelics. It rqsens 'tuther utym a fertile vale, animated by the 
meandcrirtgf of the Onde and Cota nvefs, and rendered beautiful by 
8, luxuriance of verdnic, intermingled with noUe seats, villages, and 
Cifin-hbiiscs, fogt lher with the lotvns of KckmersWorth and Watford. 
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of its grandeur. It was originally ronstructed of briek, as rcjnited, 
at the ospense of the Duke of Monmouth; but this gentleman had 
it entirely new-eased and fronted with Portland stone; and having 
built the magnificent portico, erected two wings for the Chapel imd 
offices, and ronnccted them with tlie centre by colonnades of tlic 
Tuscan Order. His architect was the eelebrate<l Italian, (Jiaconio 
Leoui; hut Sir James Thornhill, who painted the Saloon, acted as 
siir\e}or of the building. The expense of the cairiage of the 
stone from London, amounted to upwards of l3.8tK)l. and the en¬ 
tire expense, Hicluding the impiovemcnts ni the Paik, was inmc 
than 150,0001. Further iinj)roveincnts were made by Lord Vn- 
son; and others by Sir I-awrence Dund.is, who fitted up and oiii.i- 
mented the Ball-lloom in a most .sujH'rh sfjie, at the cost <,f not 
less than 10,0001. Mr. Rous, the late fiossessor, who ha<l lacn 
a Director of the East India Company, ami had unwisels resigned, 
from an expectation of becoming one of the Boaid of Conlioiil 
under Mr. Fox’s tamous India Bill, retired hither with an inaik- 
quate foitune, and afterwards found it cxficdient to puli down the 
wings, for the sake of diqiosmg of the materjais.* The central 
part of tlie Mansion was, however, left iinlouclK'd, and now forms 
one of the most elegant residences in Hertfoidshirc. 

The internal parts of this structure aie miconiraoiiiy rich, ami 
have an air of grandeur, at once interesting mid dignified. Ilie 
JIall is a spacious square apartment, splcudidiy ornamented willi 
painthigs, maible door-ways, military tiophies, &c. the latter form¬ 
ed of a composition resembling stone. The chief paiiitinga are 
contained in four large conqiartmeiits, below a rich gallery, mid 
represent tlie prinrqial circumstaiKes hi the Story h and jtrgus, 
as detailed by Ovid, in the first book of the Metamorphoses. Tlie 
subjects commence on the western side: in the first picture lo is 
delineated naked, and Jove as tuciioing her to Iiis suit. 

Her. 

** In the Chapel, which was in the west wing, and had been fitted 
up in a very tlegact manner, Mr. Style* and his wife were buried; and 
their bodi..s now he under the gtass-^at custiguoui to the welt angle of 
House. 



HEBTFOBDSHIEE. 


313 


—Her, just retunsing from her (athetN brook, 

Jovp had beheld w«h a de<tiring look ; 

And, ‘ Oh, fair daughter of the flood,’ he said, 

* Worthy alone of Jove’s imperial bed, 

Happy whoever shall those charms possess' 

The King of (Jods—nor Is thy lover less • 

Invites thee to yon cooler stiadcs, to shun 
'llie acorciiing rays of the meridian tun.' 

fa tilt seanul picture Argns, to whose care lo, now traDsforroed 
into a lieauteoiis iieit'er, had been coounitted by luno, ta ie{Hescat. 
«'il lisleinng to the synax of Mercury, who Imd beesn rominissitmed 
(i\ J(ne to IvtU the huudied-eyed Argus, aud set free the wretdied 
lo. 

M'lth pleasure the musician Arp us heeds; 
but svonders much at those neiv voial reeds—* 

M liiie Hermes pip’d, and tmig, and fold his tale, 

'1 he keeper's winking eyes began to lai!. 

And drowsy slumber oa his fids to creep, 

'J id ail the ivattliman was at length a.h ep. 

Tliiv forms t!«? subject of tbe thinl pniuting, where Mercury ap- 
|H an» prepitring to cut olf tbe head of Argu.*; 

—Wiiltour deay his crooked (a!< h'on drew. 

And at one fatal stroke die keepci slew.— 

And alt hn hundred eyes, with ail their light. 

Are clos’d at once in one perpetual niglit. 

'H esc Juno takes, that they no more may fad. 

And spreads them in her peacock’s gaudy tad; 

this is the actUHi represented in the last picture, wiiero Juno is 
seated iu Uic clouds, with tbe jteacock, and the liead of Atgus. 
lliCM* paintings are, in geuend, well executed; and Uic circum¬ 
stances of die story ate treated with projiriety and judgment. Hie 
coloring is chaste, but not brilliant; the aitist is unknown. The 
sales of tlte giiUerv are ornamented with paintings in fresco, in 
imitation of scveial of tiie most eeleb|4lefl statues. The ceiling a 
painted to rt'preseut a dttme, mid has au excellent eflecl. 

I’he Saloon is it wcU-jiroporHoiied and handsome room, wain* 
scollesl wiUi oak, aud decorated with paintings of the Four Sea* 
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sons, &c. in jmnch, on n grey grotuid. 'I'lte ceiling is one o<* 
the works «f Sir James Thonihill; but was copied Irani one 
of Guido’s, in the Resjugliari Palace: Sir Janies was |mid 3,5001. 
for exeenting it, yet not till Iw had established its value by the tes¬ 
timony of some of the most celebrated artists, iu a Court Ot‘ Jm^tice. 

'l lu; H(dl, or Zaw^ J)rav;!ng-Room, has a very su|H‘rb ceiling, rlcca- 
rnted in s(|um:e. aad circular compaitaicufs, with fanciful or.unucnts, 
executed.with much spirit and taste. . The chiimiey-piecc is of fine 
marble, (as arc those of the otlier apartments,) oruameuted above 
with several small fe.maie figures, anti at the sides, with (wo others, 
as large as litc, very beautifully seulpturi'd and polished. 'I'lie 
principal Slair-cuix is well jiaiufed with various suhject.s trom t)vid, 
executed in a'good style, aud with much hrilliauey ot' color. Tiie 
whole of the iutenral arrangemeut eviuces the ability, and gic;n 
judgment of the architect. 

The suiface of the Park being fiucly diversified, gives coirsitierahK' 
interest to the scenery, which iuclude.sa great quantity of timlwr, par¬ 
ticularly oak, elm, and lime; but many of the former are decayed 
from their tops; a circumsiaiice that may hetlioiightfo strengthen 
the tradition concerning the Duchess of iSdoumouth, who is said 
to liave resided Ju re at the time of tiie death of her uidortunatc 
husliainl; and imnmdiately on bearing of that event, to Iwve or¬ 
dered tlie, heads of nil tlie trees to be struck off! ’llic grounds 
at Moor Park were ongiiially laid out by the celebrated Lucy, 
Countess of Bedford, in tlie formal style of tlie age; ami though 
praised by Sir William I’emple, as l!»c “ jicrfectost figure of a giir- 
deu, and “ sweetest |)liice,” he had ever .seen, Tithtr “ at; {ipme 
or abroad,” must have lieen completely tame, and insipid, from 
the monotonous recurrence of “ founlain.s, gravd-vvalks, jiarteiws, 
and tciTaces,” connected with <ach other by “ ilescents of many 
stone steps imd ballusfer.s.'’* This fonnaiily ha.s been long tlc- 
stroyi'd, and the scenery lias profKHtioiialdy impimtMl, as NRtme 
has been uoshackleii, and true Taste sulleie,! to regain her rights. 

' These 

* Sec ihe Descriptiwi of Moor Park by Sir Wiliwin Temple, .is quot¬ 
ed by Walpole, in his .Inecdotcs of the Arts, A c!. 1\'. p. 273—777. 
It is a current, but erroneous opinion, thatlfif \V. '1 cmpic resided here ; 
his residence was at, Moore Park in Sussto. 
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Tliesc improvements were principally made by Ijord Ancon, tvliS 
**{jended about 80,000l. in his (lifferent alterations. He (l"sin>y- 
ed the pleasure garden so ninrh praised by Sir William Temjde, 
and had the present one laid out at a little distance from the house 
on the south side. Here, in the vicinity of a circular h-.i'.t>n, he 
planfe<l a fine grove, or wilderness, of cypress, laurels, both Portu¬ 
gal and common, firs, &c. The lirs are of various kinds; one of 
them, the rone fir, is uuconuiMnily large and luxuriant in its growth, 
its long feathery branches giving a rmnaikable elegance to its aji- 
pearaiiee. His I^firdship also tortued the kitchen g.micn, juid 
planted in it the celebrated Af-r-'-'ot called the Mooi’^Piirk, froni 
whicli the others of that name are derived. The far-famed Brouu 
was employed hy Lord Anson in eflei'ting these allerations, 

lirslIi'.Y, called Bissfi in the Domesday Book, was granted 
by the CoiKpieror to GeoArey <le .Magnavilie; and on titilure ol' 
male issue, of liis taniily, it rererted to tlie Crown in the reign of 
King John. Henry the Third bestowed it on David dc Jarpcnvil-, 
who, ill apswer to a writ of ly'/o u-uminto, in the third of Edw.'ird 
tlie Firsf, claimed, among other privileges, liberty of free-warren, 
and a weekly market tor this manor. Again reverting to the Crown, 
it was granted hy Edward tlie Seeond to his lirother, Evimoiul 
de Woodstock, Earl of Kent, who was helieailed by the iiiAuenec 
of Queen Isabella, and her paramour, Mortimer, in the lourth of 
■Eilward the Thir<i. I'rom this period, it descended in the same, 
line of ill-faled I’riiiees as possessed the .Manor of Ware;* till it 
once more bv^canic ve.sted in the Crown, by tlic vleath of Margaret, 
Coiuitess of Salisbury, in the lime of Henry the Eightli. It lias 

since had various po.ssessors, and is now the properly of . .- 

Capper, Esf|. whohasa pleasant s< at heie, ealled W urOEN Hai. 1.; 
and wliosi* family purchased it about the eomnieiiccmcnt of the 
last eeutm-y. 

The Church is a small fabric of only one pare, Imilt of flint ard 
rubble, with a tower at .;tlie we.st end, opening to the uax'e by a 
pointed arch. In the'floor of the eliitncel is a marble slab, iiisv'rilr- 
I'd ill niemory.of “ the Right Honorable L.ipY Mary Barnaiio, 

wife 

See the retro-rpettive survey," inserted iji the note, p. S-tS — 25!>. 
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wife of Gilbert, Lord Barnard, and daughter of Morgan Hiindytl, 
Esq.” she died on the fourth of August, 1728, in her forty-ninth 
year. In the Church-yard are some memorials to the Cuppers; 
and the tomb of Mes. ELIZABETH FULLER, of Watford Place, 
•who founded tJie Fiee-School in Watford town. Slie was thrire 


married, and died a widmv, on the eleventh of Novemlwr, 1709 , 
at the age of axty-fice. TTic houses in Bushey, are chiefly situated 
on the skies of the high road; their number, as returned un<lcr 
the late act, was 182: that of the inhabitants, 855. 

ELSTREE is an ancient village, situated on elevated ground, 
on file Walling Siirei, near tlic site of the Roman Station <-aHrd 
SuLLONlACJ!. Tlie manor was granted by Offa to St. .41b.nr.s 
Abbey; after the dissolution of which, Henry the Eighth gase it 
to Anthony Denny, Esq. whose grandson sold that part of the 
«state, which was within this parbii, to Robert Briseoe, Esq. 11 is 
family continued owners till the year 1748, since vviiich it lia.sbetm 
sold to various pemms, but is now tin? property of George Bvng, 
Esq. Member of Parliament for Middlesex. The village, though 
small, is situated in the four parishes of Elstree, Edgeware, Whit¬ 
church, and Aldetiiiam. The Church is a mean structiue, dedicated 
to St. Nicholas; it eonsisitsof a uave, chancel, and south aiUe, 
se|>3ratcd by octagonal pillars, and pointed arches: the monuments 
arc but few, and not remarkable. It appears, from an entry in the 
Parish Register, that Martha Ray, tiie unfortunate victim to tlie 
too ardent sensibility of lier hapless lover, the Rev. James Hackman, 
was buried here on the fourteenth of April, 1779. She was sliot 
|jy Mr. H. while getting into her carriage, after coming out of 
Covent Garden Theatre, on the evening of the seventh of the same 


month. Her frantic murderer, who had made an unsuccessful at- 
m^t to destroy himself at the same instant, was tried within a 
ISfn ^days at the Old Bailey, and was executed at T^hurii on tlie- 
iuu|g|enth: bis behaviour evinced the most perleet resignation to 
hilflKte. united with the settled comjmsure of a man, that felt he 
bad surrii^ evciy thing tiiat was dear to him. 

The apj! village of TOTTERIDGE is supposed, by Chauncy, 
•0 derived from its situation on the ridge of a hill. Tlie 

formerly tiicproperty of the mouksof Ely, and aftemardf 


of 
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•f the Bulrops; from one of whom, Bishop Cox, Queen Elizabeth 
procured its alienation, tc^clher with Hatfield, in consideration of 
the annual sum of 15001. to l>c {raid to hint and his successors in 
die See of Ely. In 15.90, the Queen granted this manor to John 
Gage; since which period, it has passed through various families, by 
descent and otherwise, to that of William Lee Antonie, Esq. who has 
a pleasant seat here, called Totterioge Park. The house was 
originally a small imuting box, belonging to Lord Bateman, ot 
whom it was purchased hy Sir William Lee, Lord Chief Justice 
of the Kings Bench, grandfather to (iic present owner. The Lords 
Cohranc had formerly a pleasant residence at Tofteridge, which 
was purchased of Queen Elizaheth. by Hugh Hare, Esq. uncle tc 
the first Lord Coleraue: the 'utter was a zealous adherent to the 
cause of Charles the First; mid wk'^ buried here in October, l6(‘7 
>t the age of sixty-one.* 


BVRNET. OR CmiTINO BAKNET. 

Is a 'iirall, hut busy raaikei-town, occupying an elevated site on 
the high load from Loiulon. and, from that chcumsfancc, ocea- 
stonally called JIi"h Barnet. The Manor ot' Bimiet, which ia« 
eludes tlie whole parish, tosclher with that of East Barnet, tui- 
cienlly belonged to St. Allraiis Abbey ; but, after the Dissolution, 
was gT.U)ted, by Queen Alary, to Anthony Hutler, Esq. whose de- 
stendants sold it to Sir John AN eld in the year Iblp. It ha'' 
since passed through various families; and is now, or was lately, 
tlie proiicrly of Edwaid Beeston Long, Esq. in right of Mary, his 
wife, grand-daughter, and sole heiress, to John Thoinlinson, Esq. 
who died in 176’7. 

Tlie Church is dedicated to St. John Baptist, and was built, 
about the .year lAOO, by Jolui Moot, Abbot of St. Alban’s: it con¬ 
sists of a chancel, nave, and side aisles, separated by jtointed 
stebes, rising from clustered columns; witli a low embattled tower 
at the west eud. In the paremeut of the nave is a small stone, 

inscribed 


♦ I.yiaci* Env^coi»„ V-4. IV. p 40—4S. 
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niscrlbeil wifh (lie words. ‘ sPra pis a.iiJU-i ^taudfsittP 
oj»£ti» {unDatotia i' iVom « iiidi sentona*. Mr. Newcoiiii-* supposed 
Beaucharap to have Ijocii tJic architecl of the Churnli; but Mr. 
Ia’sohs qi;eiit>, wlK llirr lif misht iiol ratber have berii ‘ a contri¬ 
butor to tlir work, or, with Abbot Moot, tlie joint foimdor.t' In 
the cliuiicel is an altar niomimciit, with ])oint«'d arclii s, supported 
on pillars of the Doric order, in coinmeuroration of Tim mas 
It.AVKNSCUorr, Esq. whose ctHijics, in a recuiiibeiil po.silion, is 
represented on the tomb in vtinod marble; be died in the year 
16 jO: several others o('bis family are also buried here; aiidamon;; 
these, Jamf»s, bis eldest son, who erected ami endowed an 
Jlouse, or Umpiuti, in liarnet, for '' six }>oor ancient women, 
being widows or maidens,'' hihabilanfs of the town, and *• neither 
common beggars, common drnnkurds. back-biters, tale-bearers, 
common sconlds, thieves, or other like jH’rsons of intiimons lil'e, or 
evil name, or repute; or vche.ineutly susjrecteil of socerie, Vitcli- 
craft, or ebanniug, or guilty of t)ci;jury; nor any idcol. or hina- 
lic."; T'he annual value of the original endowments is now about 
-t.ji. b<;sidcs which, (he trustees have a further income of about 
.'JOl. annually, arising from other .sources. Another House, 
tor six poor widows, was built and endowed lu-re, about the year 
1/23, under the \Vill of John (iarrctl, (Jenl. wlio beijueathetl 
8001. for that |mrpo.se. 

The gniut of the weekly market at llanief, was matle to the 
Ablaots of St. Alban’s by Henry the .'second; it is still held, and is 
noted for its .sale of pigs; an annual fair is also held lieie in .Sej>- 
temlM'r, principally lor the disjio.sal of cattle. I'lic number ot 
llouMts in ibis parish, as returned under the Topiilation .'Vet, 
ainoiinfed to 2'26; that of inhabitaiits.s, to 1'2.'.S. 

Near the Race Ground, on Barnet (,'onnnon, is a Mineml 
spring, of a mild puTi|l^e qimlit v, that w as disimeied about the 

middle 

Hist, of .St. Alban’s, 
i' Environs <»f' London. 

' ytatutes,' .'■cc. draw'n.up by the founder. 
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JiiidfHc of (fie si'vetiteeiitli cenfurv, and was formorlv in nmcli re¬ 
pute. It is now but link'nseil; tho(i;'li a subscription lias been 
lately raised by (lie neighbourinir gentlemen, for arclung it over, 
lutd erwfiiig a jnini[>. 

On (iLADSMOilE HEVTII, an qwu place, imnicdialely to 
tlie north of Hadley, wiiidi nearly adjoins Barnet, was fought 
that most dedsiv* baitld* laitwven tlie houses ot‘ Y<nk and 
Lancaster, in wliicit the Lancastrians were totally ddeated; 
and lUcuaKD NKViiXK,t the Oreat Karl of Warwick ami 
.Salisbury, lost bis life, 'riils was tlie nt:in so well known in 
lii.story Iw the apjwdlation of the King-maker, lie was at 
one time tlw most poweifid and vieoroiis supporter of the House 
of Y*>rk; hi whose cause lie was a principal leader in the defeat 
of the I.amastrians at tlie first Baltic of St. .Ylban’s, and at 
the Battle of NorthaHiplon. In the second Battle of St. Alban's, 
be was deteated by Qneeii Margaret; but was again Tictorious at 
tJie overthrow of the Lancastrians, in tlie Battle of Tow ton. With 
the commeneeineut of the reign of Edward the Fourtfi, he seemed 
to have attained the eiijoyHient. of every tiling he could wish, 
citlier of honor or pow er; but after a few years passed, perhaps, 
found his pros)ierity too great for his endurance; and probably 
r^ht not be without some grouml of provocation, in slights ofler- 
ed to him by King EiJward, who is said to have been jealous of 
his jMiteiicy, and might (to nse a vulgar phrasej he desirous to kick 
away the ladder by which he had ascended to fortune. Wanvick 

then 

* niough the more immediate scene of t!i!> battle was in MidJiesex, 
just xvithout the limits of Hertfordshire, yet the jinu ticc of most writers 
in calling it the Hiiftlc BuriKl, and the example of tiie preceding his¬ 
torians of this County, seem to require the insertion of the account here, 
as being the pl.n:c where the reailer would most naturally expect to 
meet with it. 

f- Rich.-.rd Nc'.ille succeeded his father as Earl of Salisbury; but 
whilst Ills father was living, andwfterwards, hadi in right of his wife, the 
title of Earl of Warwick; and by that tide he had summons to Parlia¬ 
ment, and precedent e of his father. 
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then became a Lancastrian; lie went into Normandy; entered into 
a league vvitli George, Duke of Clarence, (brotlier to King Ed¬ 
ward,) for tlie restonuion of Henry the Sixth; and, to strengthen 
this design, gave the Duke his eldest daughter in marriage at Ca¬ 
lais. Warwick and Clarence returned to England. The Cainbro- 
Briions, and army of the west, raised by King Edward, being di¬ 
vided in tlieir strengt’.i by a foolislt dispute Itetween Herlierl, Earl 
of Pembroke, and Statford, Earl of Devonsliire, the Eiirl of Pem¬ 
broke, and liis followers, were beaten by the northern men under 
Sir John Conyers, near Banbury, in Oxfordshire: and the Earl of 
Wanvick, having raised a great power in the neighhourhood of 
Warwick, and being joined by the Duke of Clarence, surprised 
King Edward at his camp near Wolvey, about four miles from 
Warwick, slew the rentinels, and made the King bis prisoner. 
Edward was conimitled to the care of George Neville, .^rchbisliop 
of York, who allowed him so much indulgence iii liisconfmement, 
that he soon made his esi’ape. The friends of both parlies then 
anxiously endeavoured to promote a reconciliation, and (o reslon- 
the peace of the country. King Edward, the Duke of Clarence, 
and I he Earl of Warw ick, under mutual assurances of safety, met 
ill London; yet the meeting prorluced nothing but mutual accusa¬ 
tion and recrimination. They parted without any diminution of 
their animosities, and prepared to decide their differences by arms. 
Soon afterwards, Edward defeated the Lancastrians under Sir Ro¬ 
bert Welles, near Stamford, in liiicohisbire: and the Eari of 
Warwick, who was then at his Castle of Warwick, finding himself 
unable to make an effectual stand, without further assistance, re¬ 
tired, with the Duke of Clarence, to Dieppe, in Normandy; and 
from thence solicited the support of Louis, King of France, in be¬ 
half of King Henry. Ljtpis invited him to his Castle of Ambois. 
They were there met bji;Margaret of Anjou, who !ia<l been some 
time in exile, with her son Edward, Prince of Wales: and Wanvick 
took this opporfttiiity of cementing more closely his connection 
wi^ the Ilousfe of Lancaster, by giving his youngest daughter in 
marriage to ^Miice Edward. Witli stich succours as be had been 
^ablc to obtain, he now lauded in the west of England; proclaimed 

Ileiirx 





Henry to bo K^: proceeded to London; liberated that nnfortn* 
nate PHooe fbm bis confiaeoMit In die Tower; and called a Par* 
linmttit, which recoguted the fight of Henry to the Cniwn^ and 
proscribed Edward as a traitor. Edward found the tonent too 
powerfo] against him for iiniBed'utte resistance, and tied. But this 
reverse, produced by Warwidt in fovor of King Henry, was of 
short duration} forin tiiw laeitymr, Edward, landing at Rawsn- 
spur, in IloMentess, Inarebed fiora thence to YoA, aiM by » 
circuitous coarse to Leicester, collcetbig, iu bis passage, a great 
nuraltcr of followers; and from Leicester advanced to Coventry, 
which was then in the possession of the Earl of Warwick, aijri with 
6 or 7000 of his «dd^, challenged the Earl to combat. Warwick 
derliiK'd the offer of Edvwird, and endeasoured Ip procure a pacjfi* 
cation, in hope that he should speedily l»e joined by *he Dake nf 
Clarence, and tbe army collected under bis ^ndard, in tlie 
neighhoorbood of London. Edward then marched to Warwick .* 
and the Eatl, after a wearivwne delay, and just suspicion of tlie 
Duke's integrity, was at length iiifomied, that Clarence bad met 
lus brother EdWard near Banbttry, and that tlseif forces Were uni¬ 
ted against him; at tlw same time lie received an offer from Clu- 
renOe, to accommodate his quarrel wifo ^hig Edward. He re¬ 
jected ^e proffeifld mediation of Clarence with disdam, and placed 
bk hopes on a bolder issue. Edward tlicn proct'eded to Daventry -, 
from thence to Notfoampton said St. Alban's; and, on bis arri\.il 
in London, Henry was ddivered to him a prisoner. WarwiA fol¬ 
lowed to St, Albrn's, and tliere halted his army for refreshment. 
He was supported by tbe Dukes of E\eter and Somerset, the 
Marquis of Montacutc, 0il8 brother,) and tlie Eari of Oxford; 
and, after cdunsc! taken among these leaders, h rvas detenuioed 
to give tlie Yorkists battle. Warwick continued bis march, and 
on Easter ere, formed his catnji on OtADMosa Hbath, about 
the midway bctwemi St. Afohn's and London. King Edwatd catte 
from Loudon to EarnCt tfte SMne evening; and, uiuiet i| t^^o f 
the night, and In strict sihmee, drew hk army, unobsetved; IMK 
close to the Lnneastrians; Who, suj^siug him to be at-aq^t#** 
dutance, kept ap an ineflfedW^ #klkuge of heavy tutafeiy ovd* 
VOJ,. VH. iVKt, I80d.j tlyi 
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the heads of his soldiers as long as the darkness of night continued. 
At day-break, between four ami five oVlw'k ou the Suiidav morn* 
ing, though the wist was so thick, that neither party could well 
disceni the power of the other, Edward drew up bis men in order. 
The Duke of Gloucester had the coinmand of the front; Edward 
himself, and tl» Duke of Clarence, (having King Henry captive,) 
were in the centre; and the Lord Hastings was in the rear, besides 
a powerful reserve. Hms prepared, Edward unfurled his banners, 
and ordered his trumpets to sound the battle. Warwick, no less 
vigilant than Edward, was prepared for bis reception. In bis right 
wing he had placed his brother, the Mafguis of Montacufe, with 
the Earl of Oxford, and a body of horse; in the centre he aji- 
poinled the Duke of Somerset, and the archers; and in the krt 
took post hhnself, with tlic Duke of Exeter. In numlan-s the 
Yorkists had greatly the superiority; but the Laucastriiins were 
better provided with artillery. In personal prowes^-Ad dauntless 
courage, the chiefiniiis m eitlm’ side luiglit dpPare with the 
greatest hefoes of antiquity. If the title to t|||l&t>wu was gosem- 
cd by laws of inheritance, sneb as are air present accepted, the 
right was certaiuiy wit^ Edward. If of the ciainuints 

were grounded in power; the right ;ji^ certainly with the rao«a; 
powerful. But it was not the of tliis meeting to discuss 

the riglits of the claimants whli t^jlfsubtlety of lawyers: it was an 
appeal to the sweard, in which every noble bad every thing near 
and dear to bhn to preserve or to lose; and in which the bravest 
thought it better to peridh in the field of battle, than to die on the 
scaffidd by the axe of the executbner. Edward and Warwick 
have not a S^st for fteir historian; or the oration of Warwick, 
to his ftdlowers at Bamt, would nditlier lave wanted the deter¬ 
mined courage, nor fbe fery valor, of Catiline. He would have 


told bis soldiers, vri&tbat daring o^qionent to sovereign autho- 
%. * W hen you ^ fbe charge, remember that you carry, hi 

yonr bonqn^ your glory, your country, 
EdwAd tvbuld have been alike in his elo- 
braivtt^, a BonuMt. At the blast of the tium- 
0’ the adHpdvant^d toward web Other with the best aim in 


their 
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their power; but equally misled by the mist, their motion was 
athwart, and Edward, wliosc front was to the north, proceeded 
too far westward; so thal the battle commenced between the right 
of the Lancastrians, under the Earl of Oxford, and tlie right of 
the Yorkists, in which the latter, after a tenacious struggle, gave 
way, and fled to Barnet, and some part of them from thence to 
Tendon, carrying the rcjiort that Warwick was victorious. Oxford 
pursued his success with more eagerness than prudence, and mark 
a dreadful slaughlcr of the enemy. But in tlie meanwhile, the 
other diviskrts of the hostile annics saw little of the contest; and 
the men of Eilward were not disheartened by tlie disarm of tlieir 
comrades; nor was Warwick enabled to secure tije advantages 
wliich might have followed the first vigorous and succx^ftil effort 
of his soldiers. 'J'iie main armies now drew near together, and 
the contest became more furious and terrible. Wkrwkk had lost 
more by the absence of Oxford's forces, than he had gained by 
tlie partial tlefeat of the enemy; and Fortune held the balance 
against him: for, when Oxford returned, the stars on his liicries 
were mistaken by his comrades for the suns on the liveiies of Ed¬ 
ward. Hi received a volley of shot which was designed for the 
enemy; and siojicctiiig he was betrayed, fled from the field, crying 
out, “ Treason!” It was now that the remembrance of the former 
glory and renown of W'anvick wws awakened: and, as he was more 
closely pressed by an increasing superiority of numbers, it seemed 
as if the ardour of his soul became more fervid, in proportion as 
tJie strength of bis body was wasted. He sent away the liorse on 
which he had rode from rank to rank, encouraging his soldiers; 
rushed on foot into the midst of the enemy; dealt the blows of 
death around Iiiin on every side, determined that his adversaries 
should pay dearly for the life of so valiant a soldier; and thus 
manfully fighting, was vanquished, and slaiu. He was no sooner 
fallen, than his brother, the Marquis of Montacufe, emulafoig his 
glorious examjile, fell also; and victory was declared for King Eu- 
ward. The Duke of Exeter was left for dead in the field, but 
recovered, and fled. The Duke of Somerset escaped after the 
Earl of Oxford. On the King’s part were killed the Lords 
1 Cromwell, 
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Oomwe^ Uwi St^ taany other men disdnction; «nd 
fl# To^ljbit and' Lancaikrtaos, 10,000 men lost their 

hi this battle. Thus Ge<»^ Neville, Earl of Warwidi 
imd Salisbuiy! a man whcfte ho^itaiity vtas so abundant, iliat the 
ordinal^ consumpthm <4 brmhhist, at his bouse in London, was 
NX oxen; whose popnlan^ was so gre^ that his absence was ar- 
eoonted as the absence of the sun from flie heinis{diere; whose 
aarvke was so courted, tl^ men of all degrees a^rc^roud to wear 
dli'iajl^ oflilll^hre^ aid vifaose aatboT% was w^tent, that 
Xbgs mra ^lyjP^iled,' as Niitcd his humour, 
''T<&'itoH%ttilit^f^‘^memora|^ battle, an Obblisk was 
eieited^y'^Se Jeremy San^rook, in the year 1740, near 

tM tbad divides 'towards Hatfield and St. Aihan's. 

Vflddi is reprosuiled by the Cut beneath, is a 
dl^^kUci^p^ial, Mirar^g t^ date of die battle, and the defeat 
aiM IkOt of ^ati^ 


. ■t'fflU” !W 
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ITl'NTIXCiDONSlllIir,, willi tilt* romilios of Cam- 

BRiltGK, NoKFOi.ii, and ''(■ Fi'oi.K, f(>ni|)oKi‘d I lie fxti'iidve ter¬ 
ritory ol list Ici.Nl, a powerful tribe, wiio.se name, arxord- 

ini; to Owen.” was derived Iroio Vipi sii,Mii(\iii<:, ‘ first, a-liead, 
forward, lieldre, or foremost; willi tlie article V, or i o. jm-fixed;’ 
and llitnee, lie eontiniie', ‘ the people wouiii be called V'jui, (>. 
?ii/id, {'tpuon, Cuir.i't/s, \e. or, with the article, 'I'-lV'io vVe, 
i. c. the tiisi, or most tin-ward.^ 'I'liev were also calhol (', wZ/aoi;'- 
ni, or, more propeilv, Venitiunin/. Cenontuinu, and Vnuwn's; all 
these appellations beiii" deduced tfom the Iviiti'li laiioiiace, :md 
denoting the inh.diitants of ‘ the lieail-mo.-<t, or idrward, ref;ions.’t 
The f eni formed an alliance with the Roin.ms at a xcry early 
jieriod; but the oppiesdons inflicted (Inriiio the propra'torship of 
Ostorins, in the time of the Emperor Clandiiis, im ensed them so 
hioliK, that they flew to arms, and, in conjunction with some of 
the neiolibonring stales, took the field in irrcat force. Tlieir un¬ 
disciplined bravery, howfver, pioved ot little avail aoain-t Homan 
weapons, and Honian di'cipline; and. after a saiiouiiiarv conflict, 
they were ohlieed to submit to the liai'^h teriiis projioscd bv their 
fompierors. "I'lie peace was of short rlnration. Jixasperated by 
now oppre.ssions, combined with atrocities still more rrailiiifr, the 
Iceiii liad again recourse to arms. The death of Erasulaens, their 
Sovereign, and the impolitic arrangements of his will, liad fur¬ 
nished the Ivomaitii with a pretext tor coercive measures, and. with 
the most insnlliiig rapacity, the iiativi' chiefs were dciirivcd of 
their estates, and the people geneially inflamed to revenge liy 
VoL. Vll. ApuIL, 1808. V repealed 


• Camlnian l\c,;ister, Vul. 11. 
t Ibid, b'ee also under t'ced'/ n/ini/n/c', \ o! II. p, 
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repeated spoliations. The widow of PrasutaguSJ tlie brave Boadicea^ 
was ignominioiisly scourged; and her daughters were violated by 
the Roman officers. These successive outrages excited a general 
spirit of resistance; and, under the conduct of Boadicea, the 
Iceni commenced an exterminating war. The Roman cities at 
Camalodunum (Colchester) and Verulam (St. Alban’s) were re¬ 
duced to ashes; the infantry of the ninth legion were cut to pieces; 
and the inhabitants of London were massacred with unsparing fury, 
from the consideratiuii of their being in alliance with the Homans. 
Seutonius Paulinus, the Roman General, who was in Aiiglesca at 
tlie commencement of the insurrection, marched hastily to arrest 
the progress of the exulting foe, whose numbers had now increased 
to between 200 and 300,000 men. The utmost he could oppose 
to this immense force, was a body of scarcely 10,000 troops; yet 
these were veteran soldiers, accustomed to victory, and regardless 
of every thing but the disgrace of discomfiture. With this intrepid 
band he awaited the tlireatened attack in ‘ a spot encircled with 
woods, narrow at the entrance, and sheltered in the roar by a 
thick forest,’ the force of the enemy being extended over an oiien 
plain which lay before him. The dire conflict terminated in the 
total defeat of the Britons, who, flushed with their former success, 
fought in such tumultuous disorder, that their vast sujieriority of 
numbers tended only to their own destruction. “ The glory of 
the day,” says Tacitus, “ was eijual to the most splendid victory 
of ancient times. The waggons in the rear of the Britons obstruct¬ 
ed their flight: a dreadful slaughter followed. Neither sex nor 
age was spared; and the cattle falling in one promiscuous carnage, 
added to the heaps of slain.”* When the pursuit had ceased, the 
British chiefs endeavoured to collect their scattered troops, and 
for some time kept the held; but they durst not again contend 
with the Roman power; and from this period history is silent as 
to the annals of the Iceni as a separate nation. In the Roman 
division of the kingdom, their country was included in the district 
■amed Flavia C.£sarien.sis. 

The 
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The principal Roman stations in Huntin^donsliire, were DuRO- 
LIPONTE, or Godmancliester ; and Durobriv^, near Dornford 
Ferry, about midway between Chesterton in this county, and Cas¬ 
tor in Northamptonshire. Tlie principal ancient roads, of which 
there appear to have been three, intersected each other at God- 
inanclicster: one of them has been called the British Emiin. This 
seems to have entered the county from the neighbourhood of 
CcEsar’s Camp, or Salem, in Bedfordshire, and to have proceed¬ 
ed by Crane Hill, in the track since known by the name of Hell 
Lane, whence passing through Toseland, Godmanebester, and 
Huntingdon, it continued by Alconbnry, Weston, and Upton; 
and falling into what is now called the Bullock Road, passed to 
the east of the spot marked in our maps, the ‘ Ruins of Ogerstem 
and finally, entered Northamptonshire at Wandsford. The Roman 
Ermin Street entered Ibis county from Cambridgeshire, in the 
vicinity of Papworih St. Agnes, and proceeding to Godmanchester, 
nearly in the line of the present high road, followed the course of 
the, British Ermin to the neighbourhood of Aiconbury; when 
branching off to the eastward, it again assumed the line of the 
high road, through Sawtry, St. Andrews, Stilton, and Chesterton, 
to Durohrivm, w hence crossing Northamptonshire, it entered Rut¬ 
landshire near Stamford. The Via Devana, the third and last 
of the priuci|)al ancient roads in Huntingdonshire, entered from 
Cambridgeshire, in the neighbourhood of Fenny Stanton, and pro¬ 
ceeded to Godmanchester, in the same course as the present turn¬ 
pike road : thence pursuing the tract of the British Ermin to Aicon¬ 
bury, it passed to the north of Buckworth and Old Weston, and 
entered Northamptonshire in the vicinity of Clapton. In the early 
Saxon times, this county formed part of the kingdom of East 
Anglia, and was then called Huntedunexeyre, and Iluntandunescyre. 
It was afterwards subjugated by the Mercian Sovereigns, and con¬ 
tinued under their dominion till the union of the Saxon states into 
one monarchy by Egbert. 

“ III the decline of the Saxon government,*’ says Camden,* 
“ this county had an otheiary Earl ( named ) Siward; for earldom» 

Y 2 were 

• Brit. Gough's Edit. Vol. II. p. 155. 
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were not yet hereditary in England, but the governors of shires 
were, according to Ihe custom of Iliat period, called Esirls, with 
the additional title of the shires they presided over; as thisSiward, 
wliile Governor here, was called E/irl of Ilmuin^don; hut atler- 
wards having the government of Nortlminherland conferred on 
him, was called Earl of Northumberland.” 

Waldeof, or Waltlieof, son of Siw.ird, a brave and potent 
English chief, being taken into favor by William the Con(]ueror, 
was by him married to Judith, bis own niece. lie was also made 
Earl of Huntingdon; and, after the death of Earl Morcar, of 
Northumberland likewise; and the greater part of the lands in 
both these counties ap|K‘ars to have belonged to him. Whilst 
heated with wine at an entertainment gi\en by the Earls ofSullolk 
and Hereford, (anno 1074-,) be was by them persuaded to engage 
in a conspiracy to depose the King, who was then in Normandy; 
rcfrenting, however, of his engagement the next morning, he cotn- 
inunicaled the scheme to Archbishop Lanfranc, who advised him 
to lay the particulars before his Sovereign, and solicit his pardon. 
This Waltlieof jicrformed, and was readily excused in the moment 
of confidence excited by the disclosure; but, after William had 
returned to England, he was basely seized by the King’s command, 
and beheaded at Winchester. His remains were at first buried 
beneath the scaftbld; but being afterwards removed to Crov land 
Abbey, are asserted, by Ingulphiis, and other monkish liistorians, 
to ‘have worked divers miracles.’ Judith, his widow, was after¬ 
wards oflered in marriage to Simon dc St. Liz; but “ shedisliking 
his jierson,” says Dugdale, “ was turned out of her estate; and 
Simon married her eldest ilaughfer”* by VV’altheof. Her name 
was Maud, or Matilda: with her Simon received the Earldom of 
Huntingdon; but dying in the beginning of the reign of Henry the 
First, his widow was re-married to David, brotlier to Alexander, 
King of Scotland, and afterwards his succcessor in the Throne* 
who, in her right, inherited the possessions of W'altheof, and was 
made Earl of Huntingdon and Northumberland. 

Camden 


* Dug. Bar. Vol. 1. p. i.8. 
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Camden slates, that, after these events, “ hj the revolutions of 
fortune, and the King’s favor, sometimes the Scots, and another 
while the St. Lizes, held this honor:” that is, the Earldom of 
Huntingdon; and with it they possessed the greater part of the 
lands in this county. Henry, Prince of Scotland, son of David 
by Matilda, was at first admitted Earl; but on the refusal of his 
father to acknowledge Stephen, Earl of Blois, as Sovereign of 
England, to the ex< lusion of the Empress Matilda, rlaughter of 
Henrv tlie First, by the ‘ good Queen Maud,’ who was sister to 
David, Stejthen seized all his possessions in England, and restored 
this Earldom to the young Simon de Liz. He ap|>ears to have 
retained it during the subsequent war between the livo countries, 
on which both David, and his son Henry, invaded Eaigland at the 
head of a large army, and much blood was spilt on both sides. 
At length, through the interference of the Empress, a peace was 
finally concluded on these conditions; “ That the counties of 
Nortliuinherland and l]unting<lon should remaine in the govern¬ 
ment of Henrie, Prince of Scotland, as heire to the same by right 
of his mother; but Cumberland should l>e reputed as the inherit¬ 
ance ami right of his fatlier. King David; and lor these lands and 
seigniories, the fore-named Prince Henrie and his successors, Princes 
of Scotland, should doo homage unto King Stephen, and bis suc¬ 
cessors, Kings of England for the time being.”* 

This agreement was solenmly ratified; yet the jealousies, and 
ojtposing interests, of the rival crowns, continuing in full force, 
Ihe jiossession of the counties above-named was frequently the oc¬ 
casion of new disputes. Prince Henry died in llo‘2, and David, 
bis father, in the following year. His succes.sof in the throne of 
Scotland, was Malcolm, Henry’s eldest son by a daughter of the 
great Earl Warren. 'Phis Prince Ix'gan his reign at the age of 
thirteen, and was soon afterwards summoned by Henry the Second, 

‘ by counsel of his nobles,’ to “ come up to Loiuion, tiicre to doo 
his homage unto him, for the laiuls of Cumberland, Korlhumber- 
Jand, and Huntingdon, in maner and I'orine as his grandfather 

Y 3 King 


* Hoi. Chron. Vol. V. p. 200. Edit. ISOS, 



330 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


King David had before doonc unto Iiis predecessor, Henric tlie 
First, witli certibcat, (hat if he failed, iie would lake from him 
all the said lands. King Malcoliiie obeicd this coninuiiulemeiit of 
King Henric; but yet niuler condition (as the Scotish writers af- 
firnie) that it should in no iiiuner wise prciudice the franchises and 
liberties of the Scotish kingdonie.”* Henry being at that |>criod 
at war with Lewis the Sixth, constrained IMalcoIni to accompany 
him to France: in a short time, however, having lost many of his 
troops by sickness, he returned into England, and Malcolm re¬ 
ceived license to depart for his own country. No sooner had he 
got home, than he was strongly reproached by Ids nobles for his 
late conduct; and Henry, with intent to widen the breach, again 
commanded him to repair to York, where he had summoned a 
Parliament, before which he charged Makolni with revealing the 
designs of the English army to the French during the late cam¬ 
paign. Malcolm, though surprised at the charge, olfered various 
substantial arguments against it; “yet by King Henries earnest 
inforcing of the matter, sentence was given against him, by the 
generall consent of all the estates there in that Parliament assem¬ 
bled ; and moreover, to bring him into further displeasure with 
the nobles. King Henric gave notice unto them, before King Mal- 
colnie returned backe into his own c<»untrie, how he had of his 
owne accord renounced all his claime, right, title, and interest, 
which he had to the foresaid lands, which he held of the Crowne 
of England, as Cumberland, Northumberland, and Hunlingdon.’'t 
Irritated by what they conceived to be the pusillanimous conduct 
of their King, the Scotch nobles rose in arms, and besieged Mal¬ 
colm in the ‘ Castell of Bertha;’ but returnitig to their allegiance, 
when “ it was ktiowne how evill King Malcoltne had been used, 
and most v.ntrnlie slandered,” they assisted him “ in open warres 
against the Englisimieii, At length, after sundrie hurmes doone, 
as welt on ih< one part as the other, they came to a coiitmunica- 
tioii in a ccritine appointed place, not far from Carleill, where 
(to be bilete) it was tiuullie coiicluiled, that King Mulcolme should 

receive 


* IIul. Chron. Vol. V. p, 293. Edit. 1808. 
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receive againe Cumberland and Huntingdon; but for Nortbum- 
berlaud, be should make a plaine release thereof unto King Hen- 
rie, and to bis successors for ever.”* 

William, surnained the Lion, next brother and successor to 
Malcolm, obtained restitution of the countrj’ given up by the above 
treaty; but in the war wiliich broke out in a few years, he was 
made [irisoner, and all bis possessions in England were seized by 
the English Sovereign. In the following year, lir-l, itwasagreed 
that he: should pay 100,0001. for his ransom j “ the one halfe to 
be paid in haiul; and for sure paiiuent of the other halfe, the 
Earldomes of Cumberland, Huntingdon, and Northumberland, 
should be delivered unto King Ilciiric, in pledge or mortgage, 
till the time that the same siiniine was paid. And for the more 
snertie of these covenants, and that the Scotch should moove no 
warre against the Englisiniien, fonre of the strongest castells with¬ 
in Scotland, that is to saic, Herwike, Edcnhurgli, Roxburgh, and 
Stri\eling, were delivered into the Englisliincn’s hands,”t 

The accession of Richard Cteiir de Lion, and the determination 
of that warlike Prince to rescue the Holy Land from the dominion 
of the Saracens, occasioned him “ to make peace with all his 
neighbours—and hereupon to keep the Scots in friendship, rather 
by benevolence than by feare,” he returned to them all the above 
castles, except Edinburgh, together “ with that part of Northum¬ 
berland which bis father had taken from King William. He also 
delivered the Earldomes of Huntingdon and Cumberland; but 
under condition, that all the castels and holds within tliein, should 
be in the keeping of his capteins and souldiers, such as be should 
appoint:” he also remitted 40,000). of the sum still due for ran¬ 
som money. “ When King William iiad tlius received his lauds 
and castels by surrender, be made iiis brother David; Earl of 

Y 4 Huntingdon, 

• Hoi. Chron. Vol. V. p. iiOO. Edit. 1S08. f Ibid. 

; Isabel, second daughter of Earl David, was married to Robert 
Bruce, Lord of Anandale, whose son and heir, of the same name, mar¬ 
ried Martha, daughter to the Earl of Carritk, from which match sprung 

Robert 
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Huntingdon, who thereupon dooing his homage unto King Rich¬ 
ard, according to tlie old ordinance devised by King Malcolme 
the First, went with him also in that voiage.”* 

It would seem from tlie Scottish history, that on tliis occasion, 
the conferring of the title was not accompanied with the grant of 
the lands, as at a subsequent period; and u hilst David was still 
living, an assembly was held at York, at which the Kings both of 
Scotland and England were present, and “ in that assemblie. King 
William surrendered into the hands of King John, the/nnrfv of 
Cumberland, Huntingdon, and Northumberland; to the intention 
he sliould assigne those lands againe unto his sunne. Prince Alex¬ 
ander, (afterwards Alexander the SecomI,) and he to do honmge 
for the same, according to the niaiier and custome in that case 
provided, for a knowledge and recogiiilion that those lands were 
holden of the Kings of England, as superior lords of the same."t 
This Alexander attended the coronation of Erlward the First, 
whose sister, Margaret, he had married; and “ at that time. 
Prince Alexander, King Alexander’s sonne, did homage unto King 
Edward for the Earldome of Huntingdon, as the Scotish writers 
doo testifie.”! 

In 

Robert Bruce, who w a> afterwards King of Scotland, in right of hit 
descent from Ear! David. Margery, daughter of King Robert Bruce, 
married Waller, Lord High J'tca.ard of Scotland; and their son, Ro¬ 
bert, ascended the Scottidi throne in right of his mother, on the da. 
cease of her brother, David the Second. Such was tlie origin of the 
Royal Line of the Stuarts. The claim of the House of Brunswick to 
the Throne of Great Britain, was also derived from the Stuart family, 
through the marriage of Elizabeth, daughter of James the First, with 
Frederick, the Elector Palatine, and afterwards King of Bohemia. It 
was ou this Princess that Sir Henry Wottoii wrote his elegant verses, 
beginning with, ‘ ^ ou meaner beauties of the night,’ &c. See in Kent, 
Vol. Vlll. p. 1213,-H. 

* llol. Chron. Vol. V. p. 302. f Ibid. p. 304,-5. 
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Ill tlie subsequent wars, occasioned by the rival claims to the 
Scottisli Crown, of the families of Bruce aiul Baliol, this Earblom* 
was seized by the Kings of England; and Edward the Third, in 
bis eleventh year, created William Clinton, Earl of Huntingdon. 
Some )>ortiou of the laiitl, however, was still retained by the 
Bruces, and from them descended to the knightly family of Cot- 
toii.t Guiscard d’Angolesme was the next Earl; and after bis 
death, in 1380, th# title was conferred on John Holland, “ who 
was succeeded by his son John, and (he liy) his son Henry, who 
were both likewise Dukes of Exeter. Thomas Gray, afterwards 
Manjuis of Dorset, was the next that had this honour for a little 
while; for it appears from the Records, that William Herbert, 
Earl of Pembroke, ‘ brought the charier of creation,’ by which 
his father was made Earl of Pembroke, ‘ into Chancery to be 
cancelled;’ and that Edward the Fourth, in the seventeenth year 
of his reign, created him Earl of Huntingdon.”]: Henry the Eighth, 
in his twenty-first year, bestoweil this title on George Hastings, 
grandson to the Lord Ha'Iings, beheaded by the Duke ofGloces- 
ter, and in his posterity it t outinued till the decease of flancis, 
tenth and last Earl of this family, in 178*>, when the title became 
extinct. 

'The general form of this county is an irregular square. On the 
south-east and north-east sides it is bounded by Cambridgeshire, 
on the north and north-west by Northamptonshire, and on tlie 
south-west by Bedfordshire. Its limits are chiefly artificial; the 
river Nene on the Northamptonshire border, with the King’s Delf^ 
the Old W est Water, and the Ouse River, on the Cambridgeshire 
side, being the prini ipal exceptions. The extent of this county, 
from south to north, is thirty miles; its greatest breadth, from 
east to west, twenty-three; and its circuiiitcrenee about one hun¬ 
dred: 


* “ The Scots, as the wars came on," says Camden, “ lost this title, 
and a fine estate in England,” Gouglt'n Edit. Eol. II. p. ISd. 

t See under Ccnningion. J Gough’s Cam. uhi supra. 
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dred :• its superficial contents has been estimated at from 220,000 
to 24'0,000 acres. It contains six market towns; one liuiulrcd and 
seven parishes, 6970 houses, and 37,508 iiiliabitants, viz. 18,521 
males, and 19,0-17 females, according to the late returns made 
under the Population and Poor Acts. It sends four Members to 
Parliament; two for the shire, and two for the town of Hunting¬ 
don. “ The government of this county is very peculiar; Cam¬ 
bridgeshire being joined to it under one Sheritf, who is chosen out 
of that county one year, out of the Isle of Ply the second, and 
out of this county the third; and in the Isle of Kly alternately out 
of the north and south parts.”t The whole of this county is in 
the diocese of Lincoln. 

Huntingdonshire, says Leland, “ in old time, was inncli more 
woody tlian it is now, and the dere resortid to the feiines; it is 
full long sins it was deforestid.”! Camden corroborates this, and 
states, that “ the inhabitants say it was once covered with woods; 
and it appears to have been a forest till Henry the Second, in the 
beginning of his reign, disforested the whole, as set forth by an 
old perambulation, ‘ excejrt Waybridge, Sa|)|»le, and Ilirthei, 
which were the Lord’s woods, and remain forest.Sir lloLcrt 
Cotton says, tliis country was not completely disafl'orcsic d till Ed¬ 
ward the First’s time, when that Sovereign, in his twenly-iiiiith 
year, confirmed the great charter granted by Henry Uie Third, 
and left no more forest than his own demesne.|| 

This 

• These numbers result from an attentive adme.isurement of the best 
maps: the extent of the county has been hitherto stated too low. 

t Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 157, from Mag. Brit. Vol. II. p. 1044. 

} Itin. Vol. IV. p. 48. § Gough's Edit. 4'ol. II. p. 155. 

H Ibid. p. 157. From a presentment made in the twenty-fourth of 
Edward the First, (anno l.iOo,) and recorded by Dugdilc, (IJist. of 
Imbanking, &c. p. 307,) it appears, that “ the tenants of the Abbots 
«f Ramsey, in the town of Ramsey, and the tenants of the Abbots of 

'I'horney, 
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This description of forest lancl cannot be supposed to apply to 
the Fens, of which there are 44,000 acres in this county, exclusive 
of about 5000 acres of what are called skirly lands.* These con¬ 
stitute nearly a seventh part of what is called the Great Bedford 
Level, but they belong to that division called the Middle Level,! 
and are principally foumi on the north and north-eastern parts of 
the county. About 8 or 10,000 acres of the fen-lands are produc¬ 
tive, yet the expense of keeping them from inundation amounts 
to almost one third of the rents, through the im|rerfect state of 
the drainage. “ It may seem paradoxical,” says Mr. Maxwell, 
“ tliat the Fens of Huntingdonshire, whose surface is comparative¬ 
ly high, should be worse drainerl than those that lie between them 
and the sea, the surface of which last is considerably lower; the 
natural 6u))position being, that water will inevitably fall from the 
jiigher to the lower level. But this is the case with all the fens 
that are upon the skirts of the high land, and proves only, that 
the general drainage was executed n|X)n principles fundamentally 
wrong. The fact is, that there was not a projier outfal to the 
sea, at the time of the general undertaking to drain tlie fens, 
nearly a eentury and a half ago; and ingenious men employed 
themselves not in obtaining an outfal, as they ought to have done, 
but in constructing large drains, and high banks, within the boun¬ 
daries of the fens, exjiecting tbc water would force its own pas¬ 
sage, in spile of ciery itnpcdiment; though the distance between 
the fen and the sea, was from ten to fifteen and twenty miles. 
This not proving to be the case, ingenuity was set to work, to 
invent engines for the purpose of throwing the water out of the 

lauds 

Thorney, in Whittlesea, had wasted all the fen of King’s Delf of the 
alders, hassocks, and rushes, estimated at a thousand acres, so that the 
King’s deer could not havehaibour there, as before that perambulation.” 

* Stone’s Gen. View, &c. of Huntingdon, p. 8; and Maxvyell’s 
Gen. View, p. J3. 

t For various historical and descriptive particulars of the Great Level 
of the Fens, see in Cambridgeshire, \'ol, II. p. 8—18. 
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lands into the iuteruai rivers. Still it did not find its way to tlie 
sea, bat overtopped tlie banks, or broke tlieui ilown witli tlie 
tveight of its pressure; even t«> this inoinenl, instead of resorting 
to tlie outlal, the engines have been increased in size, and the 
banks raised still higner, so that the water, which, it there had 
been an oultal, would haie found its w ay to the sea, and if left 
to itself, would have rested on the lowest of the land, has been 
forced in a retrograile motion, over the surface of the higher lands; 
and hence the deplorable state of the fens in Huntingdonshire."* 
TliC inode of management of the fcn-lands has been much im¬ 
proved of late years. Formerly ‘‘ nothing was thought of but 
getting as much as possible out ot' the land, and trusting to a ge¬ 
neral drowning for restoring its goodness : the common practice 
now is, first, to set apart some given proportion ot the farm, 
which is held sacred from the plough; then to have one third of 
the remainder under tlie ]>luugh, ami two tliird-, in gr.iss; keeping 
the whole of that remainder in a siuee.ssion of tillage and grass. 
That pi rlioii whicli is immediately under the plough, is divided 
either into three or four sea.soiis Itir occupation, asiollows: if 
into three, first jear, pare and burn, after six, .sc\en, or eight, 
years, grass, and coleseed brushed in upon the fiisl ploughing, 
but little or none sutfered to stand for a crop, it being ti d olf in 
the winter with sheep; and then generally afli r one ploughing, 
sowed the second jear, with oats, which arc generally so rank as 
to make it iinpraclicuble to have grii's seeds wilb lluin; third 
year, wheat or oats, with seeds, to remain nniil it comes again 
into a succession for tillage. If three crops of wheat are taken, 
oats are sowed, after the wheat, or wheal, atler the oals, and 

.soinetiincs 

Gen. View, &:c. of Hunt. p. J1. o *l’he fen is gener.vlly unpro¬ 
ductive, being constantly either covered with water, or, at least, in 
too wet a state for cultivation; and considerable parts are very fre¬ 
quently forfeited to the corporation of the fkdford Level, the tax an¬ 
nually chaiged upon the fen for its drainage, far exececiing any advan¬ 
tages the proprietors can derive from the soil in its present state, so that 
they rather prefer relinquishing their estates, than to pay the taxes im- 
posed upon them.” Stone s Gen. f 'iew, p. 13. 
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gometiiues oats or barley.”* “ The fen men arc the most expert 
of any in tlie world at |>lougliing,+ no such thing as a driver 
being known, although they frequently |)lough wuh three mares, 
which are always abreast, and guided with a line; and it is incre¬ 
dible how fast the business proceeds.—A fcii jdoughman has 
been known to win a considerable wager, by ploughing an acre 
of high land without a single balk, keej»ing his mares always 
in a trot even at the land s ends, those being the two conditions ot 
the bet. The coinnion rate of ploughing is about two statute 
acres with tiie paring jdough, and about one acre and a half with 
the seed plough per day.”J I'he fen farmers use light waggons in¬ 
stead ol' carts, one side of the waggon being made ol loose boards, 
for convenieiH V in the carriage, and distribution of tarm-vard ma¬ 
nure, The average rent of the cultivated part of the fens, is from 

ten 


* .Maxwell's Gen. View, p 8.-S. 


[■ Tie p!nu^lm;tn of Norfolk and Suffolk should, perhaps, be cxceptcJ 
from this general statement. 


i Maxw* li's Cien. A'iew, p. 10. “'J'lie sort of plough for paring, 
w.as originally intioduccd from Holland, and has only one handle, from 
the liindt-.- part of which projects a kind of ctutcli, horizontally disposed, 
and upon this the holder bears with his left hand, walking upright. 
l''nnn the same hand',, an aiier rrulcli pr(i"Cts at right angles with the 
former, but considerably I'wer down; and this the ' older uses occa¬ 
sionally with Ins right hand, for the purpose either of keeping the plough 
steady, or assisting to turn it at the land's end. Instead ofa foot, or 
wheel, to support the beam of the plough, they use what is called a 
scaife, which is .1 tirciilar plate of iron, turn’ng constantly round, the 
edges of which are steeled, and, together with the edge of the share, 
are kept as sharp as a penknife, by means of a file, which the plough¬ 
man carries with him for that purpose. 'J'his they call the whole Dutch : 
they have likewise what they call the three-quarter Dutch, and the 
half Dutch plough, di'fering from the former in itie bicadth and strength 
of the share; and these two sorts are used for the seed-furrow, as it is 
called, which means that ploughing upon which the seed is brushed in, 
if cole-seed, and harrowed m, if corn, 'i he latter is used with a foot 
instead of a scaife, and is equally adapted for ploughing strong high 
land, on which it is frequently used upon the edges of the fens,” Ibid. 
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fen Jo twelve shillings |)er acre, subject Jo tithes: in a few in* 
stances, the rent is as high as forty shillings per acre. The 
lands are those which border on the fens, and partake of the pro¬ 
perties of moor, combined with whatever soil, whether clay, gra¬ 
vel, or loam, that may be be prevalent in the adjacent up lands. 
In general, these lands afford luxuriant grazing; and the surface 
being considerably higher than that of the fens, properly soralle<l, 
would be seldom flooded, were it not for the injudicious contri¬ 
vances by which the waters from the lower lands are raised up, 
instead of being drained oft’ by a proper outfal. 

The Meadow Lands, which arc the next in order on the scale 
of elevation, consist of about twelve or fourteen hundred acres, 
bordering on the rivers None and Ouse, but chiefly on the latter. 
These are extremely productive, but the produce is frequently da¬ 
maged by the floods, and the crops sometimes totally carried assay 
this chiefly happens along the banks of the Ouse, from .St, Neot'.s 
to Erilh; and the numerous svater-mills svhich are placed ujson this 
stream increase the risk of tlamage.* Though these meadows are 
in general very favorably situated for the purpose, the art of jsro- 
perly watering them is but little practised. The pasture lands are 
commonly kept too svet, and arc too generally suffered to be over¬ 
run with ant-hills. 

The Soils in the upland parts of the county are various, but 
principally consist of a strong, deep clay, more or less iiilerniingled 
with loam; or of a deep gravelly soil, svith loam, Ofsvhat are 
called the deep-stapled lands, “ great part is still in an open field 
state, where each particular occupier is necessarily obliged to jnir- 
sue whatever course of tillage is practised by the parish at large. 
This on the best of the land is a four years course, viz. first year, 
fallow; second, wheat or barley; third, beans; fourth, barley or 
wheat. On the more ordinary land, as in the still less fertile parts 
of the county, a three years course is pursued; a.s, first, fallow; 
second, wheat or barley; third, beans and |)eas, or oats: where 
the laud is fit for turnips, first, turnips; second, barley or wheat; 

third. 


• Stone's Gen. View, p. -’8. 
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third, wheat, if after barley; or beans, if after wheat. The ave¬ 
rage produce from the best of the inclosed lands, may be stated 
at five quarters per acre of barley, four of beans, and three and 
a half of wheat.”* Upwards of one third of the high lands are 
yet uiiincloscd. The more ancient inclosed parts, are, generally 
si»eiiking, in the hands of large proprietors; but in the new inclo¬ 
sures, and in the ojien fields, property is divided among a mncli 
greater number of persons. Tlic rental of many farms in the in¬ 
closed |)arts, amounts from 2001. to 5001. per annum: in the 
open fields, the farms are mostly under 1501. a year, and down¬ 
wards to as low as 501. a year. On some estates, the tenantry 
have no more than a yearly interest in the lands they occupy. The 
Woodlands are but of inconsiderable extent, and the country is 
thin of timber: this is attributed to the very great demand for it 
in the fens; and the underwood is sold at a higher price by tlie 
)H>le, than in most other counties. 

The breed of Sheep ui>on the inclosed pastures is of a mixed 
description, nearly approaching to the Leicestershire and Lincoln¬ 
shire kinds, with which the native breed has been much crossed. 
'I’he sheep are of the jrolled sort, and though profitable, are not 
distinguished for symmetry of form. The wool is of pretty good 
quality; the average produce is between seven and eight pounds 

from 

• Maxwell’s Cen. View, p. 15 and 17. Mr. Stone says (Gen. 
\ iew, p <i) “ tiie common-field land in each respective parish is divided 
into three parts; one part is annually fallowed : a moiety of this is fold¬ 
ed with sheep, and sown with wheat; anti the other moieiv is dunged, 
and sown with barley in the succeeding spring. 'I'he part which pro¬ 
duces wheat, is broken up, and sown With oats; and the part which 
produces barley, is at the same lime generally sown with beans or peas; 
and then it comes in routine to be again fallowed in the third year. This 
is the best husbandry of the common fields; but is not invariably pursu¬ 
ed, as many farmers attend to their own immediate interests, without 
a due regard to their future advantage, by a mode of proceeding called 
crow-cropping, which is the sowing of wheat upon part of the land that 
should produce barley; and oats upon another oart of the land which 
shopld produce peas or beans.” 
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from each fleece. Tlie sheep bred in the ojicn fields and common 
lands, are much interior; and their average produce of wool is 
scarcely half the above quantity; those bred in the cultivated part 
of the fens, are mostly of the Lincolnshire sort, though not of the 
superior kind. The Scat Cattle “ are the nd’use of the l^iiicasliire, 
Leicestershire, and Derbyshire breeds, or are bred from those 
sorts without any particular care in selecting them: oxen are pur-' 
chased for grazing without any particular choice in the breed, and 
unfortunately are never used in husbandry. Froni llie open state 
of the country, dairy-farming is not much followed; and the cows 
are used for suckling calves in the southern parts, to supply the 
London market."* In the fens, “-Mares are used for all the pur¬ 
poses of agriculture; and every farmer breeds from them as many 
as he can, si lling the colts off at two years old ; and as many of 
the fillies as can be spared, with proper attention to the filling up 
of his team. They are also in general use for the same purposes 
in the other parts of the county; but the high-land farmer docs 
not breed near so many colts as the fen-man; though, in general, 
they have an eye to the keeping uj) of their teams without going 
to fairs ,”t 

The situation of fhe laborers in husbandry is somewhat difTc- 
rcntly stated by the resptictive authors ot' the agricultural surveys 
of this county. Mr. Ma,\well observes, “ that the poor, in gene¬ 
ral, have dwellings suited to their station; and as almost everyone 
of them may grow his own potatoes, and have roiistant employ¬ 
ment, they are naturally as little disposed to emigrate from ilun- 
tingdoiishire, as from other counties.”J On the contrary, Mr. 
Stone remarks, that “ the little eni)>loymcnt given to the husband- 
nien, in respect to constant work throughout the year, the la¬ 
borers remain with the farmers during the winter season to thrash 
out their grain, and on the approach of summer, set ofl' for more 
cultivated counties, wJiere labor is more required-’' 'I’here is “ a 
scarcity,’’ he couLinucs, “ of comfortable cottages for the poor of 

this 


* Stone’s Gen. View, p. 14. 
f Ma»y|i«ll’s Gen. View, p. 9 and 18. 


I Gen. \ tew, p. 19. 
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this county; and the farmers arc more studious to prevent this ve¬ 
ry necessary class of men from making settlements amongst them, 
Ilian to provide them useful and prolitable employments; the 
most distressing circumstance resulting from which is, that, on the 
approach of harvest, inhabitants ot the country cannot be found 
to reap, gather, and embarn the corn; and were it not from the 
accidental jveregrinations of the Irish, of manufacturers from Lei¬ 
cestershire, and persons of other distant counties, the com must 
be spoiled in the fiekis. Hence it results, that in some parts of 
the county, in times when labourers are scarce, a guinea and up¬ 
wards per acre is frequently paid for reaping wheat and oats, 
which, according to an equal scale m the price of labour, might 
otherube he performed for seven shillings; and it has often oc¬ 
curred, tliat at a critical time in harvest, when labourers have been 
wanted exlrenicly, that half-a-guiuea per day, and even upwards, has 
been paid thcni."*' 

The high roads in Ihuitingdonshirc are in general pretty good: 
the cross-roads are liutindidcrent; and in the ninler season, many of 
them become iieai ly impassable. No Manufactures of note are car¬ 
ried on in this county, and hardly any thing that bears reference to 
them, except wool-stapling, and spinning yam :t the latter is the chief • 

VoL. VII. June, ISOS. Z business 

* Gen. View, p. •'Comfortable habitations should be pro¬ 

vided upon every estate, for the industrious labourers who are employed 
upon it; and where it is necessary that any new erections shall take 
place, I would recommend that they should be placed contiguous to 
each other, and that each labourer should have a portion of land to sup¬ 
ply him with esculent roots; and where necessary, with the means of 
maintaining an hardy cow, of the Scotch or Welsh breeds: provision 
thus made, for the necessary labourers upon each estate, there would 
be no doubt of an increase of inhabitants, w'hose duty, as well as interest, 
it would be, to exert themselves to the utmost of their power for the 
farmers, at all seasons of the year, whilst the influence of the neighbour¬ 
ing magistracy would be a barrier against their being oppressed.” 

Ibid, p, 33. 

t As a local exception, perhaps, it should be mentioned here, that 
tile french prisoners in Yaxley Barracks employ themselves in making 
bone-boxes, and other toys and light articles. 
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business of the women and children in the winter season; in sum* 
mcr they seek a more prohtaklc employ in the fields. The brew¬ 
ing trade furnishes another means of employment, fhon"h to no 
great extent, the produce being wholly for home consumptioir. 
The climate is regarrieri as verj healthy; consiileiing the space oc¬ 
cupied by the fens, and that many parts of the comity arc but 
badly supplied with pure water, cither from springs or i ivers.* 
The principal Rivers connected with Iluntingdonsliire, aic the 
Ouse, and the Nciie, or Nen. The Onsc, uhicli is sometimes 
called tile Lesser Ouse, to distinguidi it from another of the same 
name in Yorkshire, enters the comity from iV-ilforrlshire between 
St. Neofs and Little Paxton, and in its northern course towards 
Huntingdon, is increased b) a combination of small streams fioiii 
the north-west. Having jiassed that town, it assimu s an easterly 
direction, and flowing by the west end of St. Ives, Im coiiks, near 
Holywell, the boundary between this comity and Oambridgesliirc, 
till it finally enters the Cfreat Level of the Fens in the iieigliliour- 
bood of Erith: this river is navigable along its whole line across 
this county. The A’ene rises in Northamptonshire, and flowing 
through a delightful vale, reaches Huntingdonshire near Elton, 
where it becomes the boundary lietwcen both counties, and me.m- 
dering to the north, passes Varwcll and \N audsfbrd: soon after, 
winding to the east through a more level country, it pursues a 
devious course to Peterborough, below wliicii it sinks into the 
Fens, and slowly winds onward to the sea. Some smallei 
•treanis water the north-east skle of this counts, togelhei with se- 
reral large Meres, or pools of water; namely, IVhitthsea Mere, 
Ranuey Mere, Ugg-Mere, See. of these Wliittlesca Merc is by 
fiir the largest, and covers an area of several miles extent; it af¬ 
fords excellent sailing and fishing, and is in the summer season 
much frequented by parties of pleasure. .Some ideas of draining 
this Mere liave been entertained, and the scheme is not supposed 
to be impractii»bie, though many persons object to its being car¬ 
ded into effect, from an unwillingness “ to be deprived of so beau- 

tilui 


* Maxwell’s Gen. View, p. 7 
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fiful a piece or water, or to lose the excellent fish it produces."* 
The supporters of the plan argue that the general healthfulness of 
the neighbourhood would be improved by it; whilst at the same 
time, a considerable extent of fertile land would be added to tha 
surrounding estates. Most of the Meres are visited by abundance 
of wild fowl. 

The principal Land-owners in this county in the Norman times, 
as reconied in the Domesday Book, were the King; the Bishops 
of Lincoln and Constance; the Abbots of Ely, Croyland, Ramsey, 
Tliorney, and Peterborough; the Countess Judith, Sheriff Eustace, 
Earl Eustace, Earl of Ow, Earl Hugh, Walter Giffard, William 
de Warren, Hugh de Bolebcc, Eado Fitz-Hubcrt, Swain of Essex, 
Roger de Iveri, Amulf de Hesding, Gilbert de Gaunt, Aubciy de 
Ver, Ralph Fitz-Osmund, and Rothais, wife of Richard Fitz- 
Gilbert. 

Richard Cocur de Lion granted a lythe of the Hares, Foxes, 
&c. caught in this county, to the Abbey at Peterborough, by the 
following charter. Rkhardus Dei Gratia Rex Ange, Dux iVbr* 
man. Ayuit. Co/nes Audeg. Jusllc. Vic. Forestariis if omnibus 
ministris if fidclibus suis Francis If Anglis Salutem. Sciatis not 
conressi.ise If Carla istd conjirmasse, Abbati de Rurgo, if Mona* 
ckis ihm. Deo servientihus totam Decimam totius Venationis, qua 
capietur in Huruingdonscire quiciouj'. earn ceperit, in perpetuum ; 
ct tpiod liceat cis venari Leporem, Vulpem, if Catum; Salva alid 
Venal lone no.stru. Et Idea prokibemus ne aliquis eos inde impediat, 
nt'c Decimam predict am eis detineat. Et precipimus Forestariis, 
ut vnusquisq*. in Ballivd. sud, eis Decimam suam habere faciat. 
T. Waliero Archiepiscopo Rothom, 24 Die Martii, apud Rothom, 


Z 2 
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* Stone’s Gen. View, p. I, 
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The following summary of the Population, &c. bf Huntingdon 
shire, is taken from tlic returns made to the House of Commons 
under the Act of 1800. 
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HUNTINGDON, 

Called llnniandaic in tlie Saxon Cliroiiicle,* and ITuntantJin 
ill Ollier ancient \viitin<;s, is tlie principal town in this counU. it 
is situated on the nortliern side of the river Ouw*, on gently-rising 
ground, and is nearly connected by three bridges and a causeway 
with the village of Godinanchesler, ‘ whence it sprung,' according to 
Canulen.t lleiiry of linntingilon, the Archdeacon, and Histo¬ 
rian, describes it as “ suri>assin" all the neighbouring towns both 
in pleasantness of situation, beauty of buildings, nearness to the 
fens, and plenty of game and tish.’ 

Most writers agree with Camden in respect to the origin of this 
town; and like him, also, have placed the I)t ROLIDONTE of 
Antoninus at (lodnianchesler; yet the iiatnie of the ground atiiirds 
decisive evidence that the Koin,in station coiikl not have been at 
that village, but was radiei at Ilnntingdoii, where the eiitrench- 
nients yet rcnraining show the works to have been verv strong and 
extensive. It is true that tiie’se works arc geueraily referred to 
times long snhseiinent to the Itoinaii period ; y« I even Camden's 
own lesliinony may be urgeit in .support of the opinion, that they 
iiad a tar more remote oiiuiii than is eoimiimily i',s_si;;ned. “ On 
the river near the bridge, " he observes, '• which i.s fair built of 
stone, aie to be seen the iiiouiii and site ol" a C.VS VLE, which, in 
the yeai ;) 17 , Iving Edward the Elder t/uilt and David, tlie 

Scot, (to whom, accoidhig to an ancient historian, ‘ King Slepiien 

Z gav e 

* Ciiicn. p. 107, !('0, 110. 'file “ re.I)';e Se-i't” “ I/u’i- 

ftrsdirif, or i/ii’itirizuu:tf; tliai e, ihe Iliil or e! iliiruri, as 

lieiiiy of 1 liiniingUeii iiuei pieietli it; vvlieiue i! ijmii! in il.cir len.iiton 
sea!, an Hunter.” Ifikvr’s MsS \ ni. XN\v 1. li 'ni., .\is. ui.iorsed 
i'dltun, and supposed to haw been >ur Ivehcii Cinioi''s, Ln.s • it a weni 
ins,’ says ihe ii'pyiM, 'die at‘.dui(>ns an nieic ihui the 'iigund in uni- 
wripi.’ Ibid.'" In ihv Doniesda) Uuuk lius touu r; ca.leu llunStdiHit. 

■f Rrit. \ ol, 11. 'p. l.'i.l. Ldit. I'iSO. 

■* AVhtnovcr Itri.*- lesnusnint Is ay,!}!;! relerrcd lo ni ihc cnsui'ii; vr wilt 

he by the wolds d,'- ,inu the sN.i.icts vv ill tie ijivsn iiui.t „ ..ep) par- 

posfly niatlf, and m my jio.scs: ion. t. W. U. 
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gave the borough of Huntingdon for an augmentation of liia estate,*) 
enlarged with many woAs.”* Now tlie rebuilding of tlie Castle 
by the above Sovereign, evinces, in a great measure, its previous 
antiquity; and its site, as in Camden's time, still remains to prove, 
that no spot of ground in this neighbourhood could be better 
adapted for a station or fortress. On the south it is bounded by 
the river, from which it rises very abruptly to a considerable 
height, and from its summit commands a fine view over a great 
expanse of country, particularly to the south; the prospect to¬ 
wards the north must also have been formerly very extensive, but 
is now impeded by the houses of the town. The outer ramparts 
inclose an area of several acres, of a square form, with the an¬ 
gles rounded off, and the whole was environed by a deep ditch: 
the banks on the south, and south-east, are still very bold; the 
print^ipal entrance was on the east side. Not any vestiges of build¬ 
ings now remain, but the foundations may in various places be 
traced from the unevenness of the surface: the artiticial mount, 
on which most probably stood the keep of the Castle, was surround¬ 
ed by a ditch. Towards the west, the high ground continues for 
some distance; but on the north and east it niore quickly declines. 
Such arc the characteristics of this spot: the situation, and square 
form of the inclosed area, furnish strong evidence of a Roman 
origin; and though no coins arc known to have been found here, 
as at Godmanchcster, that circumstance alone cannot be admitted 
as sufficient to invalidate the assumed fart. Both the distance and 
the ancient name, as recorded in the Itinerary, will suit Hunting¬ 
don, equally as well as Godmanchcster; and as the latter place, 
from the lown&s of its situation, wotdd never hate been selected 
by the Romans for the site of a fort, in direct contradiction to 
their acknowledged system of piilitary tactics, while the short dis¬ 
tance of half a mile afforded them such a superior and proper 
choice of ground, and as no vestige of entrenchments can be 

foqiid, 

* "Ad fivm.cn prope ponlem qui e saxo vivo speciosus est, moles If 
area Castri cernilur, quod anno reparuta: salutis yi7 Eowakdus 
Senior instaurauit, Duuid Scotus, cut, xt antiquus hahet historicus, 
‘ Steplianus Rex Burgum Huntingdon in augmentum dederut,’ multis 
•periOus adauxit ; —Brit. p. 29ii, Edit. 1690. 
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found, nor are remembered to exist, at Gwlmanchester,* the 
removal of the assigned Roman station from that vilbge to Hunt* 
ingdoii, will not be regarded as an unwarrantable libertj.f That 
jiiiy Roman coins, or other antiquities, have been met witii about 
tlie Castle Hilts, has not been recorded; but on that which adjoins 
fjie site of the fortress, and on which the wiudiniil stands, was 
dug u|>, about tw o years ago, a human skeleton in a stone trough, 
or colHn. 

Canulen supposes the appellation DuroUporUe, to be a corrup¬ 
tion from Durosiponte, (more accurately Dwr-osi-ponte,) “ signi¬ 
fying, in British, the Bridge over the K'uter Ose; for all allow that 
this river is iiididerently called Use, he, Ose, and Ouse.” This 
elyniolugy seems very just; fur anciently, as it still does in time 
of floods, the river niiisl have spread over the low grounds under 
tile Castle Hills, in a broad expansive sheet. He states, also, that 
the Castle itself was utterly destroyed by Henry the Second, not 
only t'rum its having become a retreat for ‘ seditious rebels/ but 

Z 4 from 

• Sonic conjectures on the name of Godman-c/iCffer, and on the Ro¬ 
man coins found there, will be inseiied under the proper head. 

t Baxter, in his ‘ Glossaritim ^intiquitutim Britimm'cusum,' p, 1)2, 
11.'!, is the only writer that lias belore placed tnc Durolipunte, or, as 
he reads it, Durocinonic, at Huntingdon; but he olfcrs nu other argu¬ 
ment than what is deiived from the name, as he conjectures it to have 
been written, in support of his opinion : his words art as follows; “ Du- 
aociNONTE : Antonini Libris turpi vitio scribilur Duroupoiitc, & Ra- 
vennati etiam Monacho corrcpic Ditrciiuile, vel forsan Durcinunte. 
Oppidum hoc est Siaxonibus ibrid.'i voce Il\uiUmdHn, appcllatum ; cgm, 
si plene scriberetur, deberet esse Durovinonitdttn, iiiquidcm ipsum 
vetus Durocindum possit esse Gartuomeiisttr, de Ciermanis Incolis ita 
appellaium ; Durocinonic wxtem, quod Girviis Bntannis cesserat,//un- 
tfduu, sive magis Ontedon. Idem enim tlunte vel Onle (quod & Bri- 
taniiis .-Inle, Unte, & Hunt) quod Saxonibus tiiam Geonde^t, .4nglis. 
que Pond, sive Lilira & Ulterior, bit igitur Durocindum nostrum 
GuKMAtjCHESTKK, & Dui'ociiionle Hunteuduti, sivelluNTiNcroN. 
pe Gorqiundo sive Guthruno Dane, quisrant quibus fabella; placitura: 
sunt." Scarcely a shadovy of argunirnt, however, can be advanced in 
support of Durocindum being at Godmanchester. 
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from the frequent contentious for its possession between the Scots 
and the St. Lizes, which occasioned him to level it with the ground, 
he having sworn in his anger, that ‘ it should no longer be a cause 
of dispute.’ Below the high ground to the south-west ward of the 
entreuclmicnls, is an eslcnsive and fertile meadow, called Forts- 
holni, which Camden describes as ‘ the most I'resh and heautifid 
that the sun ever shone upon.’ This meadow is partly surrounded 
by llie Ouse river; and here the Huntingdon AV/ccv are held: a 
small part of it, which belonged to tlie I’rotector Cromwell, and now 
to the Earl of Sandwich, still bears the appellation of Cromwell’s 
Acres. 

Huntingdon is a borough by prescription, and the only one in 
the whole shire. In the time ot' Edward the Contessor, as appears 
from the Domesday Book, there were in ‘ this burgh, limr Icrlings,* 
in two of which were 1 Hi burgesses jtaying custom anil geld, and 
under them tOO bor<larii,t who hc.l|) to pay the geld: in the other 
two terlings were 140 burgesses, subject to all customs, and the 
King's geld.’ 

Scarcely any historical events arc recorded as happening in this 
town. During the Civil Wars in the time ot Charles the Eirst, it 
was pillaged by the King's troops, who, commanded by the King 
in jterson, and taking advantage of the absence ot the I’arliament's 
army in the west, suddenly entered the ‘ associated eastern conn- 
tie.s,’ and committed great ravages. Whilelocke, who notices this 
under the date of August 25, l6'45,J after mentioningaskirniishwith 

the 

* A.Ierling is ‘ the 4 th part of a yardlandKtiham, p. 210. Sir 
Edward Coke explains a felling by tliiity-two acres; Speiman, by ten 
acres. 

+ Ihe Bordarii, says Cowcl, were distinct from the .Servi and Vil- 
lani, and seem to be those of a less servile condition, who had a bnrd, 
or cottage, with a small parcel of land, allowed to them.’—“ I'liey were 
drudges, and performed vile services, winch were reserved by the J.oid 
upon a poor little house, and a small parcel of land, and might perhaps 
do domestic works, such as grinding, threshing, drawing water, cutting 
wood, &c.** IJoKurd, p. go t. Brud.FnJ.p. 5t). 


Whitelockc’s Memorials, p. li."!. 
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the van of the King’s army, (which consisted of about 5000 horse 
and dragoons,) says, “ on Sunday last, in the afternoon, the King's 
forces entered Huntingdon, after some resistance made at the 
bridge by Captain Beiinef, with his foot, till he, liis lieutenant, 
and many of his men, were slain; the King’s souldurs miserably 
plundered the town, and the counties of Bedford and Cambridge, 
and took away their horses and goods.”* A few years before this, 
in March, l()40-4-l, Charles stopt here in his way to York, where 
he kept his court for some months previous to the cotnmencement 
of hostilities; ainl front hence he sent a message to the Parliament, 
aeip aiutiiig them with his intention of tnaking York his residence, 
ainl '• desiring theni ti(,t upon aity pretence ot' ati ordinance, to 
which his assent is iiot givett, as by law it ought, to doe against 
law, wliiclt he was to keep, and his stthjerts to ohei/."-\ 

The Ileligioiis Ilotises, of which there were t'orinerly no less 
than four of difl'ereut descriptiotts in this town, are ahnost as en¬ 
tirely obliterated as the bitildings of the Castle, 'rite most ancient 
of these W'as a Priory of Austin Caiioiis, founded on the spot 
where St. Mary’s Church now stands, before the year .073, as ap¬ 
pears I'rom a charter of that date, granted by King Edgar to 
Thoriiey Abbey, and in which he confirms to Tlioniey, ‘ duas 
mansas juitH Jliinliindt/ne, ei Moiuistcnoliim S, HJiiri<e extra oppi~ 
dum dcdicatiim siipriulicluin.’l Here it <ontiiuied tdl the time of 
King Stephen, or Henry the Second, when Eustace de •* Lnveiote,” 
says Leiand, “ translated the channons from the place where now 
St. Maries Church is, to the place without the town, where late it 
stood.’’^ It is most probable that on this removal, the number 
of inoiiks was iucrease<l, and the endowment:, enlaig. d, as Cam- 
<lcii mentions the founders of the Priory, “ whose walls,” he con¬ 
tinues, “ I saw below the town to the east, ” to Jiave heeu ‘ the 
Emitrcss Maud and Eustace Lovetoft ;’|| and in the Mon.tsticonir 
the said Empress is mentioned as a benefactor to this establishmei:f. 

At 

* Whitelocke's Memorials, p. fjt. f pjid. p. 5,),. 

J: See Dug. Mon. Vol. 1. p. 244, a. 

8 Brit. Gough’s Edit, Vol. II. p, J53. 


§ Lei. Itin. Vol. IV. p. 49. 
II Vcl. II. p. 2 j. 
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At the period of the Dissolution, its inmates were a Prior, eleren 
Canons, and tbirty-l'our servants; and its animal revenues were 
valued at 187). 1 8s. S^d. arrording to Dugdale; or, according 
to Sjwed, at 2321. 7s. 0|d. Soon afterwards, in 15+2, the dis¬ 
solved Monaster}’ was granted, by Henry the Eighth, to Sir Ricli- 
jird Cromwell, alias Williams, great grandfather to the Protector 
Oliver Cromwell, ami at that time one of the King’s chief favorites. 
His .son, Sir Henry Cromwell, bequeathed it to his second s<h), 
Robert Cromwell, Esq. )h^ father of the Protector Cromwell, 
by the latter of wbqq) it was .sold, with other estates, in and near 
Huntingdon, to two of his own family, who soon aftemards con¬ 
veyed the whole to Sir Sidney Montagu, ancestor to the present 
Earl of Sandwich. The buildings have long been demolished; 
but the ‘ lanes which sever the closes from each other, still retain 
their ancient appellation. In the Priory Close, two stone coHins were 
dug up in the course of the last centurs.’* In this Priory, David 
Bruce, the Scotch Earl of Huntingdon, and brother to king William, 
was buried; and “ there was also an elegant monument, with the 
figure of a knight on horsi’baek in his hunting dress, a.s- 

crihed by the town’s-people to another Earl of Huiitingd.tii."+ 

The next foundation in order ol time, was an Hospital iledi- 
cated to St. Margaiet, ‘ for a Master and Brethren, and seseial 
lepious and infirm People,’ to whieh Malcolm the Fourth, King 
of Scotland, and Earl of Huntingdon, was a great henefactor, 
and most probably the tbuncler.l Its possessions were afleiviards 
increased by several of the Bruces, and various privileges were 
conferred also by them uiroii the Brethren; ail which wore con¬ 
firmed by Edward the Third in the twelfth of his reign. In the 
twenty-fourth of Henry the Sixtli, either ‘ by the death or cession 
of the master,’ this Hospital was annexed to Trinity Hall, in Cam¬ 
bridge, and confirmed to that fgqnd^tioti by Edward the Fourth 

in 


* MS. Inform, jJwes 7«e. + Gough’s Cam. Vol. 11. p. 158. 


+ Tannerts Notitia. 
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B ills first ycur. Another Hospital, for leprous and poor people, 
was founded in llic north part of the town, by David, Esurl of 
Huntingdon, in tlie time of Henry the Second, and dedicated to 
St. John Baptist. On its dissolution, among the Lesser Monaste¬ 
ries, in the twenlysixth of Henry the Eighth, its annual revenues 
were estimated at yl. 4s. in tlie gross, or at the nett sum of 
61. 7s. 8il. Almost the only vestiges of this Hospital now stand¬ 
ing, are some fragments of the garden wall.t The Mastership was 
in the gift of the Bailift's and Commonalty of Huntingdon. At 
the north end of the town, also, was a J/owsc of AuGUSTINE 
Friars, established before the nineteenth of Edw;ird the First-,1 
probably about lC8j, as “ Johannes Romauus, Arclibishop of 
York, granted an indulgence in that year to such as should con¬ 
tribute toward the fabrie.”§ 'I'liis Friary was suppressed in tlie 
thirty-second of llcniy the Eiglith, and granted to Thomas .Ar- 
dern.ll 

Huntingdon is generally staled to have been once much larger 
tlian at present; and Sir Robeit Cotion, as quoted by Speed, as¬ 
cribes iti decay to some alterations made in the river by one Grey, 
‘a minion of the lime,' which ipipeded its navigation. Leland 
says, that ‘some ages before it had fil'teen Clmrehes, though in his 
time reduced to four; tlie rest fallen through time and neglect, 
but traces of their walls and yards reiiiaiiiing.’^ Twelve of these 
Churches, as apjicais from Cole’s Manuscripts iti the British Mu- 
seiiii), were dedicated to St. Botolph, St. Maitiii, St. Edmund, 
St.John, SI. Reiiet, Ail Saints, St. Mary „ St. Andrew, .St. Nicho¬ 
las, St. George, and Sj. German. 'Ihe fiist seven are uionfioned 

in 


• Sancroft’s MS. Valor. 

f Fur additional p.articulars, tee in the .iccuunt of the Cromwelb, 
p. 304, and p. 4j0. 

J 'I'anner’s Not. § Ibid. 

5 I’rynne’s I’apal Usurpations, \bl. ill. p. 4jl. 

f Lei. Coll. Vol. HI. p. IJ. 
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in the Monasticon,* to have l>eeiJ granted to St. Mary's Priory, 
in the lime ol' Henry the Third : St. Andrew's belonged to Ramsey 
Abbeyif St. John’s was pulled down between the years KiSl and 
ibO'O, by ‘one Silvester Bedell, who,>e laniily is extinct, ami come 
to poverty;’ and St. Be.nct’s bus been since entirely demolisbod, 
the tower, which alone remained standing during tlie last century, 
having been taken down al»out tour years ago, to prevent the dan¬ 
ger ol' its expected fall. The only churches that now remain, arc 
those' of St. Mary and All Saints. 

St. iVan/’s, which is the Corporation Clinrch, was rebuilt in 
the reign of Janies the First, between the years H>()8 and Hi'JO, 
as appears from those dales over llie north door-way : on the 
tower is tire date l()i3. It consists of a nave, clianeel, and aisles, 
with an hamboinc einhaltled tower at the west end, havim; strong 
buttresses with ornami iilal niches at the angles; the nave is sepa¬ 
rated tiom the chancel by a high pointed ar< li, and fiom the aisles 
by pointed arches rising from lound and oc:agonal (ohnnns. 'fiie 
area is well jrevveil; and across the west end rims a large gal¬ 
lery, in which is a good organ. On llie nortli side of llie chancel 
are seveal monuments ot the Sai/crs; one of wiioin, (ieorge Saver, 
Gent, contributed largely towards the internal repairs of this e<ii- 
fice, and, besides several other donations, gave 60(>l. to purchase 
lands, the rents to be appropriated to the ministers of tlie two 
Parishes, for reading prayers aheinately in their respective eliurches. 
Against the south wall, within the altar-rails, is a neat tablet in 
conimeinoration of l^Iury I'Aizuhtih, wife of Rear Admiral Mon¬ 
tagu, who was born August, Jo, I//-!; married April 2-1, l7i)C; 
and died May 2<), 180.3. Another inonuinent against the south 
wall records llie meiiioiy of ]SiCtioi.As PtiDi.tiY, Knt. and is 
thus inscribed: 

Praximi- hoc Mnrmnr chI Nichiaus Pcdley, Mik-t. Juris cl 
Liu,iim p'drtunim Scieutiiim prufcssus, ct in a: I'ita: uc Stu- 
dioruin ndiiint hnnesUs mnncrilms Jiiiiclits. Iji'o luqui Pidc 
crpo, Puiriani enustaniior ijnisijiiu/n, etc Pichd/. iu Ikvm 

sunciior 


’ Vol. II. p. 21 . 


t Sprotti Ctiron, Ikrn. p. 1",!. 
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sanctinr aut diUgenthr. Ob singidarem Ilmnanltalem Hns~ 
pitalltatcm, Bentficentiam apudhanc Provinciam caritsimus. 
Ciijus olim liberis et inemptis Si^ragiis plus unu Pice, in 
Senatorium Ordiiicm tst cooptatus. In Matrimonio liabuit 
Luciam, Patre Kob'-” Bernard Baronetto diuiunidfelicUale 
HSUS ct sv libtrh auctus, et in defuncla: loco annum Lauro. 
Tortrington Arm°. ante nujdum ex tptd nihil liberorum tulit. 

Ohiit pridi^^'oiMS Jitl. I Oidi annnni tifccnscctalis ~ 1. Super- 
sliiibus more Anna ct lUriusij' Sexus Liberis 15. 

Among the other nionuniciits is a large one for (he faaiilv of 
“Eliz. dc Carcassonett, widow of John Francis de Carcassonett, 
Esq. and fonnorly the wile of the Hosiorahle Ueniigin.s Birining- 
hani, second son lo Francis Lord Atlninry. in (he Kin^tloin of 
Ireland.” She died in June, 17.9.0, ased eighty-five. “ She was 
daughter of iMr. William Lysons, late of Bristol, merchant, and 
Anne, his wife; which Anne afterwards married Sir Edward Garrl- 
ner, Knt.” and w.is Imried with him near (iiis sjiot. T’he Font 
e,onsists of an octagonal has<', .siqiported hy a central colunni^ 
surrounded hy small j)illars. On the ouf.side of the Chureh ara 
various sculptures of rude heads, both human and animal. Nearly 
opposite to tlii.s edifice, is a rcsirectable M.A.NSION, now the pro* 
perty and .seat of Sir John Arundel. 

All Saints Church, which stuiuls on (lie north side of the mar¬ 
ket-place, appears, from the character of its architecture and orna* 
ments, to have been built in the time of Henry the Seventh. It is 
an embattled edifice, consisting of a nave, chancel, aiul aisles, 
with a small tower at the north-west angle, ornamented wiih |>in- 
nacles. Below the battlements is a conlinned tiieze, charged with 
a multiplicity of sculptures, representing human and animal heads, 
flowers, See. and among them the Tudor rose and the portcullis. 
The water-spouts are discliarged through the months of grolesrjuc 
and monstrous animal figures; some of them with the most strange 
and whimsical countenances that can well be conceived.* In the 
east wall of the south porch are the remains of a broken piscina. 

The 

These sort of sculptures are cornsnon to almost ail the Churches in 
the southern part of this county. 
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The nave is divided from the aisles by three pointed arches on 
each side, rising from clustered columns, and from the chatKel by 
a high pointed arch. The roof is of timber: that of the nave is 
curiously ornamented with whole-lengih carved figures, placed at 
the ends of tlie jirincipal rafters, and at the rise of the knec'S. The 
windows are mostly large, and are divided by niullioiis into several 
lights; the tracery of some of them is not inclegai# At the sides 
and west end are large galleries; the organ is now undergoing a 
repair. Against the north wall of the chancel is a large monument 
inscribed to ‘ the FiiUicoods,’ who ‘ w'ere descended from an an¬ 
cient family settled soon after the Norman Conquest at Fullwode, 
(now called Clea Hall,) in the Parish of Taiiworth, and county of 
Warwick;’ and ‘ the first of whom, who came to reside at Hunt¬ 
ingdon, married here iu [627: the last, a female, died in 
Dr. William Fullwood, who was some time Mayor of Huntingdon, 
was an eminent physician, and obtained great praise for his bene- 
Tolcnt conduct during ‘ llie Sickness,’ or Plague, which made 
greaf havork in this town in the time of Charles the Second. The 
other monuments are not particularly remarkable. Several of the 
grave-stones in the nave, and other parts, display the indents of 
brasses,* but all the latter are gone: on one very large slab were 
the figures of a knight and his lady. Many of the Cromnells of 
Hinchinbrook, &c. from whom descended tlie Protector Oliver 
Cromwell, were buried here; yet not any memorials of them are 
to be found, excepting the respective entries in the Hegister. Mr. 
Noble intiraateii, that they might have been destroyed during the 

Civii 

• Four of these were inscribed as follows, in Black Letter. Cotton MS. 

Hie Jacet Riebus Lerd alia Oi/kr de U'isbeeb, qtii ohiit Feb. Sj’. 
jto Dni 150S Cujus df — Orate pvo animubus Rob*-'Newell quondam 
Burgensis de Huntington 4' e^gnetis Consortis sux, qui quidcin Ro- 
bertus obiit 20 die Mens. Febr. A”. Dni. 1 oO!) Cujus Sfc. — Hie juce't 
Rogerus Heyns quondam Burgensis villa: Huntington 4' Ele/ui uxor 
^us. Sui quidetn Rogerus obiit 25 die mens. Januarii An. Dni i518, 
Suoram, ifc .—Ego '1 homas Beard Sacrae 'I heologia: Professor, in Ec- 
•Iesi5 omnium Sanctorum Huntingtonian, ^'erbi Divini Praedicator olim. 
Jam sanus sum. Obut Januarii f. .An. 1631. 
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CtvS Wsirs; and states, that “ the outrages Huntingdon then ex¬ 
perienced, her townsmen lay to the account of Cromwell; hut 
they suffered much more from the Royal arms, tlian tliey <hd from 
tiiose of the Parliament, as both Whitelocke, in his ‘ Memorials,’ 
ami the author of the ‘ Memoirs of a Cavalier,’ relate.” Hunting¬ 
don stilt consists of four Parishes, that of St. John being connectetl 
with All Saints, jmd that of St. Benet with St. Mary’s. 

The principal Chariiabic eslablislnnents in this town, are a Free 
Grammar School, well endowed, and now extreaiely well con¬ 
ducted by the present Master, tlie Reverend Edward Edwards; 
and a Green Coat Scool, wherein twenty-four poor boys are cloth¬ 
ed and educated, called Walden’s Charity, from Lyonel Walden, 
Esq. who, by will, dated in July, 1719» gave 5001. for tlte pur¬ 
pose. Among the various other donations made for charitable 
uses in Huntingdon, was the sum of ^OOOl. bequeathed by Rich¬ 
ard Fishbourn, a citizen of London, wlio died in l625, to pur¬ 
chase lands, the rents to be approj)iialed to tlie use of the poor: 
tJie same pe rson made similar bequcst.s of large sums to other 
places, tlie amount of the whole being comjnited at 1 l,000l. 

The Market-place is tolerably spacious: on the south side stands 
the 7’ou/i Hall, a good modern brick building, stuccoed, with a 
sort of piazza in (rout and at the sides, for the market people; 
and behind it, the Butchers’ shambles. The assizes are held here 
twice a year; the lower part of the building being divided tor the 
purpose into two courts; one tor criminal, and the otiier for civil 
causes. Above is a spacious Astcmhiy Room, oinamented with 
full length portraits of their Majesties George the Second and 
Third, with their respective sluecns; and also a well painted pic¬ 
ture ot John, the late Lord Sandwich, who died in .April, 1792. 
The market is well supplied with provisions in general, and great 
quantities of corn are sold here annually. 

Huntingdon had its tirst charter about the year 1206 . King 
John granted it a |)ecuiiur Coroner, receipt of tolls and customs, a 
Recorder, Town-clerk, and two Bailiffs. Charles the Second, by 
u new charter, granted in 16'30, vested its government in a Mayor, 
twelve Aldermen, and an nideliiiite number of Burgesses, or Coni- 


mou 
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inon Council, cliosen from tiic principal inhabitants. The rights 
of returning the two Members to Parliament, is generally under¬ 
stood to be vested in the freemen and inhabitant householders, pay¬ 
ing scot and lot; the number of voters is about 200: both the re¬ 
presentatives are nominated by tlie Earl of Sandwich. 'Phis bo¬ 
rough sent Members to Parliament ab origine, or from the twenty- 
tiiird of Edward llie First. 

This town piincipally consists of one street, extending, in a 
north-westerly direction, from the banks of tlie Onse, to nearly llie 
distance of a mile, and having several lanes branciiing ofl' at rigid 
angles. The more ancient town ajrpears to have spread further 
to the eastward; yet, whatever miglit formerly have been the ex¬ 
tent of Huntingdon, it is probable that its population is now 
nearly the same as it was a cenim v ago; as liishop Gibson states 
the number of families it contained in 1717, at 400, whilst 
the returns niadc to the House of Commons in tSOI, recorded 
their then amount at 350. This total includes pp.J males, and 
1042 females; the niimber of houses was 350 : most ot’ the latter 
are of brick, and many of them large and respectable bnihliiigs, 
inhabited by genteel families. The streets have been paved, and 
are lighted in the winter season by a small assessment levied oil 
the householders. 

Huntingdon being a principal thoroughfare to the north, has 
a good road trade, and contains several large inns. 'I'he brewing 
business is still carried on here, though not to .so great an extent 
as formerly; and near the principal bridge is a small vinegar manu¬ 
factory. The inhabitanlsare supplied with coals, w ood, &r. by barges, 
and small vessels, which come up the river from Lynn, in Nortidk. 

Henry, surnamed dc Huntingdon, from his having been born 
here, was an eminent ecclesiastic and historian. He lived in the 
reigns of Henry the Third and Edward the First, and wrote a 
History of the Saxon He))tarchy, and of the succeeding Kings to 
the reign of Stephen, in eight books, published at Franefort, by 
Henry Sevil, inlGoi: he died in 1280. Richard Fishbourn, 
Gent, who has been mentioned above for his great charities, was 
atwIbeT native of this town. 

Huntingdon 
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H untiiigdon was also the birth-place of one of the most extraordina¬ 
ry characters that ever lived, the Protector OLIVER CROMWELL, 
who, thougli prevented by coiisirlerations of policy from assuming 
the regal title, enjoyed all the essentials of sovereignly, and ruled 
over this country with regal power. lie was born in the Parish 
of St. John, on the twenty fiftli of April, 1599> RirI baptized four 
days afterwards, as appears from the following entry in the Regis¬ 
ter: ‘ Anno Dni Oliveritis filius Robcrti Cromwell, gener. 

ft Elizabeth(T, uxoris ejns, natus vicesmo quinto Die Aprilis, et 
Baptisutiis vicesimo nono (jusdcm mensis.’* 

The family of Cromwell was of Welsh extraction; and there 
are pedigrees extant, which trace the descent of his ancestors from 
the lx>rds of Powis and Cardigan, who lived about the era of the 
Norman invasion. Their name, prior to the assumption of that 
of Cromwell, was Willldmn, which seems to have been first taken 
by Morgan ap-Williams, Esq. who possessed a small estate 
at New Church, in Glamorganshire, and was Gentleman of the 
Privy Chamber to Henry the Scr eiith. He married to a sister of 
Thomas Cromwell, afterwards Earl of Essex, and Vicar-General, 
the great favorite of Henry the Eighth; and the Earl himself W’as 
married to “ Jane, widow of one Williams, of an ancient family 
of Wales, and daughter and heir of Sir John Prior, Knt.”t The 
Williams here mentioned, was nearly related to Morgan, probably 

VoL, VII. April, 1808 . A a a brother; 

* Over this entry is written in another hand, ‘ England's Plague for 
b years:' these words have been struck through with a pen. 

f Noble’s Pro. IIo. of Crom. \’ol. I. p. 23P, from a MS. of Lilly. 
“ The arms of the Vicar-General impaled with the Williums's, alias 
Cromwells, at Ilincbinbrook, their seat, is a proof that an alliance 
was made between one of Sir Richard’s family, and the Crom¬ 
wells of Putney; and the emblazonry of the Countess's arms given by 
Milles, who has put the arms of her first husband, and not of her fa¬ 
ther, shews that her first husband, ’I’homas V\ illiams. Esq. was of the 
same name and family as Sir Richard’s father; from which it is evident 
that a double alliance was formed between the families of Cromwell of 
Putney, and the Williams’s of Wales, who assumed the name of Crom- 
well,” Ibid. 
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a brother; and to this double alliaiKe the Protector’s family were 
indebted for that patronage which led the way to their advance in 
the state, and to the acquisition of possessions so extensive in this 
county, that their influence here may be said to have been pre¬ 
eminent for upwards of a century. 

Richard Williams, alias Cromwell, eldest son of Mor¬ 
gan Williams, Esq. and great-grandfother to Oliver, was born in 
Uie Parish of Llanishen, in Glamorganshire.* He was introduced 
by his uncle, the Earl of Essex, to the notice of Henry the Eighth, 
whose favor he soon obtained by his active spirit, and various ac¬ 
complishments. His preferment was forwarded throngh tlie zeal 
with which he engaged in the suppression of the dangerous insur¬ 
rection that begun in Lincolnshire, when the King’s measures first 
evinced a determined intention to abrogate the institutions of Pa¬ 
pacy. In the follow iiig year, on the passing of the Act for tha 
Dissolulion of Monasteries, 8cc. he W'as appointed one of the Visi¬ 
tors of the Religious Houses; and he very (juickly obtained a full 
share in the rich harvest of Abbey lands, which was now divided 
among the promoters of the Reformation. Previously to this, he 
had suiieradded the surname of Cromwell to his own, in honor of 
his relation, tlie Earl of Essex; and on the recommendation of tha 
King, who had slroijgly enjoined the adoption of family names to 
all his Welsh subjects, in preference to the mode which then pre¬ 
vailed. In March, 1537,-8, he had a grant of the Nunnery of 
Hinchinbrook, near Huntingdon, with its a|>purteuauccs; and this 
was followed by several others, which rendered him one of the 
richest commoners of his tinie.f 

In 


Lei. Itin. Vol. IV. p. 37,-8. 

f The annual value of Hinchinbrook, says Mr. Noble, " at stated 
in the deed, was Ittl. 9s. ad. but making every possible allowance for 
the difference in the value of money and land at that time, to what it 
is at present, yet we must suppose this monastery to have been very 
much under-rated ; for the grant states the lands and premises, given 
thereby, as lying in the several parishes and hamlets of Hinchinbrook, 

Huntingdon^ 
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In 15 to, llie bravery and prowess he displayed in a great 
• triunipli of justing’ at Westminster, ‘ which justs had been pro- 
cliiiined in France, Flanders, Scotland, and Spain, for all coiners 
that would, against the challengers of England,'* still furtlier 

A a 2 advanced 

Huntingdon, Stewkley-Magna, Stewkley-Parva, Turkington, Hough¬ 
ton, Esington, Auconbury, Paxton-Magna, Paxton-Parva, Hale-Wes¬ 
ton, Warensley, or Wiresley, and Bawynhoo, all in the county of/fan- 
tingdon; Eltisley, Botesham, and Boxworth, in Cambridgeshire; Stap- 
lewe and Bewlow, in Bedfordshire; Hamildon-Parva, in Ruiland- 
sliirc; and Stoke-doyle and Okeley, in Northamptonshire'’ Vol. L 
p. 7. 'file other grants made to this gentleman in Huntingdonshire, 
included the Monastery of Saltry-Judith, valued at 1991. Its. Id. lands 
at Eynsbury, Eton, and Little Paxton, belonging to the late dissol¬ 
ved chantry of Swasey, County of Cambridge; the site of the rich 
Abbey of Hamscy, with the sevi ral meers and lakes belonging to it, 
and generally all its possessions in this county,* the annual revenue of 
which was estimated at 1P871. 15s. 5d. St. Mary's Monastery, in Hun¬ 
tingdon, valued at 2321. 7s. per annum; and St. Neot’s Monastery, 
in the town so named, valued at 25til. is. 3d. The annual value of 
these estates, continues Mr. Noble, “ were, in Fuller’s time, estimated 
at from 20,0001. to 30,0001. and upwards; and from what they now 
let for, in and near Bamsey, and Huntingdon, (which are only a part 
of them,) I should presume that Sir Bichard’s possessions in this county 
only, would now bring in as large a revenue as any Peer at this time 
enjoys; and yet it is evident that he had considerable property in seve¬ 
ral other counties.” I'he other grants, referred to above, included the 
Abbey ol Grey Friars at Yarmouth, in Norfolk; the Priory of St. He- 
kn, in Bishopsgatc Street, London; the Castles, Lordships, and Ma¬ 
nors, of iManerbere, or Maverhere, and Penalle, both in Pembroke¬ 
shire, of the value of 1001. and also by e.xchange for other lands, the 
Abbey of Neath, in Glainorganshtre. 

* ‘ It is expressed in the grant, that it passed in consideration of his good set- 
vice, and the paynient of 4963 I. 4 s. sd. to be held in capite by knight’s 
scrvice.’ 


Stow’s Chron. 1'he Challengers were “ Sir John Dudley, Sir T. 
Seymour, Sir T. Poynings, Sir George Carew, Ruts. Anthony King- 

atoa> 
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actvanred him in the King’s favor, and lie received the honor of 
knig'nthood on the held. Henrv was so much delighted with his 
skill and eonrage, that, according to a family tradition preserved 
by Fuller,'* he exclaimed, “ Foriueiiy thou wast inv !>ick, but 
hereafter shall be inj Diamond,” and thereupon “ let fall his Dia¬ 
mond fi/ag unto him; in avovvaiice whereof, these Cromwells have 

ever 


Sion, and Hiclisid t'lomwell, Ksq'. vvliic'.i said challengers came into 
the lists on Mav day, richly ap'iarellcd, and their horses trapped all in 
white velvet, with certain knights and gentlemen riding afore them, 
apparelled all with velvet and white sarsnet, and all their servants in 
white doublets, and hesen cut all in the llurgon an l.ishion:—and there 
came to just against them the said day, of defendants 46, the turl of 
Surrey being the foremost, &c. and that dav S’rJ. lm Dud'ey wasover- 
throwne in the field by mischance of his horse, by one Andrew Itreme; 
neverlheless, he brake diet rs spears valiantly after that; and after the 
said justs done, the said Challengers rode to Durham-placc, where they 
kept open hnuschoid, and feasted the King and (iueen, with their la¬ 
dies, and all the court. J he 2d. of .\l.iy, Anthony Klngstone and 
Ibchard Cromwell were made knights ai the same place. The 3rd of 
May, the said challengers did tourney on horseback, with swords; 
against them came L’b defendants: Sir John Dudley and the Karl of 
Siirre, running first, which in the first course lost their gauntlets; and 
that day bir Uithard Cromwell overthn w Master Palmer in the lieldc 
ofT his horse, m thi- gieat honour of the challengers. The jih of May, 
the said chal'e 'gers fought on foot, at the Irarrirrs, and against them 
came 30 oefei.dants, whii ii fouglit valiantly ; hut Sir Richard Cromwell 
oveithrew that day at the barriers, Master Culpepper in the field; and 
the sixt of May the said I hallengers brake up llieir l.ousehold. in the 
which time of their housekeeping, they had not only feasted the K'lip, 
Queen, ladies, and ihe \s lioio court, as was aforesaid, but on the Tues¬ 
day in the Rogation woeke, they feasted all the Knights and Rurgesses 
of the Common House in the Parliament; and t.n the morrow after, 
they had the Mayor of London, the Aldermen, and all their wives, to 
dinner; and on the Friday they brake it up as aforesaid.” Ibid. 

'* Church Hist. B. VI. p. 370. Sir Richard's arms were, sable, a 
film rampant, argent; the crest, a dcini lion rampant, double tailed, 
argent; in his dexter gamh, a gem ring, Or. 
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€vcr since given for tlieir crest, a lyon liolding a <lianiond ring in 
liis fore-paw.” In 1541, Sir Kicliard was appointed High Sheriff 
of the counties of Hinitingdon and (Jainhridge: he was also re¬ 
turned a Me)nl)e,r for Huntingdoiisliire in the I’arlianient which 
met in January, 1542: in tliis year likewise he was made one ot 
the (ientlenieii of the Privy Chaiiiher, or, as lie is styled in some 
grants, (ienlleinan Iluishcr, or Usher of the Chaniher. On the 
reeonniieneeinent of the w'ar with France in 1543, Sir Richard 
was appointed ‘ Capicine of the llorsseinen’*' in the expedition 
sent into tliat country under Sir John \\’a!lo(), and Sir Thomas 
Seymour, and which consisted of (;0()0 men, ‘ right hardie, and va¬ 
liant,’ including the ‘ flower of the linglish chivalry'.’ While in 
France, they assis.ed the Finperor Charles the Fifth, in his attempt 
to retake l.andrecy ; hut the French King, Francis the First, hav¬ 
ing approached wilh a large army, and *• making coimtenanee as 
if he meant presentlie to give halted,” drew oil the altention of 
the allies, till he had holh victualled and reinl’oocd ll-.at town, 
so that all their diorts proved unavailing. Francis then reiieated 
in good order, placing his rear-guard in amhuscade, by which 
means ‘dhers ol’ the F.nglish,’ who billowed dose in the pursuit, 
were taken prisoners, and among them. Sir (ieorye Carew, (Sir 
itichard's Lieutenant,) Sit 'I'homas Palmer, Knt. and Sir Edward 
Bellingham: “ but nevertlielesse, a great immiter t>f such irench- 
incn as could not make waie, ami keepe pase with their maiue 
troops, were snapped up, slaiue, and taken in no small numbers 
by their enemies, who lollowed ihein as egrt as ligers.”-| .Soon 
afterwards, “ by reason the winter was fane enired, ami the wea¬ 
ther waxing extreame toiile, and coiiliarie to an arniie that should 
lie ill the fields, the Emperour brake vp Ins eampe,” and the 
English forces returned home. In the lollowing ytar, SirUieli- 
ard was made Constable ot Beikeley Castle: he had also “given 
him the office ot Steward of the Lordslii)) of Archeiitield, wilhtiic 
Constahleship of the Castle ot'(lodervchc, in the iMarch ol W ales, 
with the power of a|)poiiiling the .Master, Serjeant, and Porter, 

A a 3 helonging 


• llol. Chron. \ol. III. p. 832. Edit.' ISOS. 


t Ibid. p. 833. 
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belongbg to those offices, during the nonage of the Earl of Slirews- 
bury.” He died about November, 1546', leaving issue two sons 
by his wife Frances, daughter to Sir Thomas Murtyn, Lord Major 
of London in 1518. 

Sir Henry Williams, alias Cromwell, Knt. “eldest son 
and heir of Sir Richard, was highly esteemed by Queen Elizalieth, 
who knighted him in 1563, and did him tiic honor of sleeping at 
bis seat of Hinchinbrook, August, 18, 1564, upon her return 
from visiting the University of Caiubrulge. He was in the House 
of Commons in 1563, as one of the Knights for the county of 
Huntingdon; and was four times appointed Sheriff of the Shires 
of Huntingdon and (Jambridge by that Sovereign, viz. iii the 7lh. 
13th. 22nd. and 34th. years of her reign; and in the twentietli, 
she nominated him a Commissioner, with others, to enquire con • 
ceruing the Draining of the Fens through Cloughs Cross, and so 
to the sea. He made Huntingdonshire the intire place of his 
country residence, liiiiig at Ramsey in the summer, and at Ilin* 
chinbrook in the winter: he repaired, if not rebuih, tlie Manor- 
House at Ramsey, and made it one of his seats. He also built a 
bouse adjoining to the Nunnery at Hinchiubreok, and upon the 
bow-windows there put the arms of his family, with those of seve¬ 
ral others to whom he was allied. He lived to a good old age, 
but dying in the beginuiug of the year l603,-4, was buried in All 
Saints Church, Huntingdon. We may judge of the funerdi pomp 
used at his interment, by the charges of the heralds, which were 
the same as those incurred by some of the greatest knights, his 
contemporaries. He was called, from his liberality, ‘ the Golden 
Knight.’ The report at Ramsey is, that whenever he came from 
Hinchinbrook to that place, he threw considerable sums of money 
to the poor townsmen.”* 

Sir Henry was tw ice married: by his first wife, Joan, daughter 
of Sir Ralph Warren, Knt. Lord Mayor of Loudon in 1536, and 
again in 1543, he had eleven children, of whom six were sons and 
five daughters. By his second lady, whose surname was Weeks, 

he 


*■ Noble’s Crom. Vol. I. p. 20,-21, 
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he had ho issue: she died in July, 1592, of a liugcritig illness, 
ulii<h llie sctiselcss bill popular superstition of »he age attribirted 
to IVitchcraft; and iliree |)crsons, ol the name ot Sainwell, who 
were tlien inliabitaiits of Warboys, (a village between Huntingdou 
and Ramsey,) were coniniitled to prison, and afteiwards tried, 
and executed, as the authors of her death.* This judicial mur- 
<ler was accompanied by the forfeiture to Sir Henry, as Lord of 
the Manor of Warboys, of all the goods of the much-injured suf- 
lerers, which amounteil in value to about torty pounds; “ but he, 
unwilling to poss<‘ss hnnselt oi the supposed It-lons’ goods, gave 
them to the Corporation (of Huntingdon) conditionally, that they 
j)iociire(l from tlie Queen's College, in Cambridge, a Doctor, or 
Bai helor ot I)i\ inity, to preach on every anniversary of the Annun¬ 
ciation of the Blessed Virgin, a sermon against the sin of Witch- 
craft.”t 1 he bulk of Sir Henry’s tbrtime went to Sir Oliver, his 

A a 4 eldest 

• See more particulars under the head Warboys. 

-f Noble’s Crom. \ ol. I. p. “ It is with real concern,” con¬ 

tinues this gentleman, “ that 1 acquaini the reader, that there is still 
an annual sermon preached against witchcraft in Huntingdon, by a di¬ 
vine sent from Queen’s College, tor which he receives 21. but is obliged 
to distribute ten shillings to the poor; and by custom to treat part of 
the corporation with a dinner. This is the n.ore extraordinary, as all 
the penal statutes against tins supposid cr ine o( witchcraft, have been 
repealed by an Act of Parliament, winch is tatiilv declaring that there 
arc no such beings as witches, nor crime as witchcraft: it would be 
therefore highly commendable in the Corpor.ition of lluntingdon, and 
Queen’s College, to agree, that if a sermon must be preached, the sub¬ 
ject of it should, instead of being levelled at tlie pretended sin of witoh- 
craft, be an address to the people, cautioning tiiem against falling into 
such errors and prejudices, as made their forefathers involve the unhap¬ 
py and immeasurably injured S.imwclls in iiiin and destruc tion.—In the 
last trial for wiulicraft in Pngland, the Judge asked a clergyman, who 
had the folly to appear against the supposed wiich, whether he really 
from his heart thought the poor old i rc attire betoie them guilty of the 
crime cf which she was accused ; and he answering in ihe affirmative, 
the humane magistrate replied, pointing to the prisoner, ‘ It is not such 
a poor wrinkled wretch as this that 1 should take lor a witch, but such 
beautiful ladies as those,’ bowing to stime very handsome females who 
were near him. 
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eldest son;* to each of his other sons were given estates of about 
the annual value, at that period, of 3001. each. 

Robert Cromwell, Esq. second son to Sir Henry, and 
father of the Protector Oliver, settled at Huntingdon, his estate 
consisting chiefly of possessions in and near that town, and which 
I'.ad previously belonged to the Monastery of Augustine Friars. His 
principal residence, however, was in a house that fornierl part of 
the dissolved Hospital of St. John, or had been erected ujron its 
site. He was a eenilen-.an ot good sense, and eoinpeteiit learning, 
and was oe.e ol the Members for Hiiiilingdon in the Parliaineirt 
held in the thirty-fifth ot Kiiyabeth. So dillerent was his character 
from that of tie* aspiring Oliver, llial this situation, and ‘ a place 
upon the bench as a Justice of the Peace,’ are thought to have 
inarhed the utmost eslent of his w ishes. He married Ih.l z abeth, 
daughter of William Steward, E-q. of the city of Ely, a descen¬ 
dant front a younger branch of the Koval House of Scotland, and 
widow of William Lynne, (lent, of Bassinghonrne. By her he 
had ten children ; and, “ to ease the expenses incident on such a 
numerous progeny, and so much felt where the fortune is small, 
and the descent ancient, Mr, (,'roniwell carried on a large brewing 
business, hut which was <hi< lly conducted by servants, \vho.se ac¬ 
counts were intirely inspected by Mrs. Cromwell herself. She was 
a careful prudent mother, and brought up her family after her 
Inishand’s decease in June, l(il7> >>• a very handsome, though 
frugal niaimer, chiefly from the profits arising from the brew- 
house, which she coiitinucd to carry ou upon her own account; 
and by that means gave each of her daughters a fortune sufhcieiit 
to marry them to persons of genteel families. Her greatest fond¬ 
ness was lavished upon her only (surviving) son, Oliver, whom she 
ever partially loved ; and to her he was every way deserving of it, 
as he behaved always in the most filial and lender niaimcr; and 
upon exalting himself to sovereign greatness, he gave her apart¬ 
ments in the Palace at Whitehall, where she coiiliiuied until her 
death, which happened on the eighteenth of November, 

death, 

» Some particulars of iliis gentleman, will be given umltr llincliinbroak; 
and of Ills younger brollier:., under Upwood and Kainsey. 
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As it was with reluctance she partook of the pageantry of sovereign¬ 
ty, so she continued iindazzled with its splendour; and the regard 
she possessed for Oliver, rendered her constantly wretched from 
the iipprehension she had of his danger.”* Ludlow says, that 
“ by reason of her great age, she very ntuch mistrusted the issue 
of aliairs, and would be often afraid, when she heard the noise of 
a iinis(|u«‘t, that her son W'as shot; and was exceedingly dissatisfied, 
unless she might see him onre a day, at least.”t Slie was buried 
with iiiiirh pomp in VVeslininster Abbey; but “ at the Restoration 
her botly was taken up, and indecently thrown (with others) into 
a hole made bel'ore the back door of the lodgings belonging to 
one of the Canons or Prebendaries in St. Margaret’s Church-yard.”! 

^ v/y* w* «.rf-y • jjj 

The above parlictdars of the ('roimvells render it evident, that 
the descent of the Protector Oliver was not so ignoble as some 
party w riters have represented, 'riiey fully justify, however, the 
assertion of Father Orleans, who, in Ins ‘ History of the Revolu¬ 
tions ot England,’ says, that he was ‘ well enough horn not to be 
contemptible; and yet not so well as to be suspected of aspiring 
to sovereignty.’ The mention which he made of himself in his 
speech to the Parliament in September, 1 6'54-, is, indeed, jierfectly 
characteristic of his true condition. “ I was by birth,” said he, 
“ a geiitleinaii; iieitlier living in any considerable height, nor yet 
in obscurity.”—U'liat he subsequently added, will not, perhaps, 
be generally ailmitted as equally valid. “ I have been called to 
several employnunts in the nation, and to serve in Parliaments, 
and 1 did endeavour to discharge the duties of an honest man ia 
tliose services.” 

OLl\'ER CHOMWELL received liis baptismal name from his 
uncle and god-fallier. Sir Oliver, of Ilincliinbrouk.§ fiis father 

paid 

■* Mohle’s Crom. Vol. I. p. 85. f Ludlow’s Mem. p. 186, fo. 

J Noble, from Nevl's Hist, of the Puritans, and Wood’s Fasti. 

5 “ Ills very infancy,’’ says Mr. Noble, “ if we believe what Mr. 
Audley, brother to the famous civilian, says he had heard some old men 

tell 
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paid great attention to iiis education, and after placing bint for a 
abort time under tJie tuition of the Rev. Mr. Long, of Huntingdon, 
he renujvefi him to the care of the learned Dr. Beard, Master of 
tbe Free Grammar School in that town. The activity of bis dis¬ 
position suited not uiib the severity of scholastic discipline; and 
his character at this eai iy period, may be described as more ad¬ 
dicted to mischievous during, than prone to studious i onti inpla- 
tions. Heath, who, though seidoni to be credited, may on this 
point l>e admitted to speak truly, as his tcsiimoiiy has been corn), 
borated by others, says in his FhigeUnin, tliat ‘Oliver, when at 
school, had tits of learning; now a hard student for a week or 
two, then a truant, or otioso, for twice as many months, of no 
settled constancy.’ His youthful (uauks sometimes led him into 
danger; and he is said to have been once saved from drowning by 
a clergyman nanied Johnson, (some lime Curate of Comiington,) 
wbo many years atterwards was recognised by Oliver when the 
latter was marching at the head of Iiis troops Ihrongh Hunting¬ 
don, and asked by liini, ‘ wliellier be did not remember having 
saved his life?’ “ Yes,” replied (he other, “ 1 do: but I wish 1 
bad put you in, rather than sec you thus in arms against your 
King.”* 

Several circumstances are related as occurring during the time 
that Oliver continued at the Ciraniniar School, which have been 
cousidcred by some as omeus of his future greatness. “ They 

have 

tell his grandfather, was marked with a peculiar accident, that seemed 
to threaten the existence of the future Protector: for his grandfather. 
Sir Henry Cromwell, having tent tor him to Ilinchinbiook, when an 
infant in arms, a monkey took him from his cradle, and ran with him 
upon the lead that covered the rooting ol the house. Alarmed at the 
danger Oliver was in, the family brought hi ds to catch him upon, fear¬ 
ing the creature’s dropping him ; but the sagacious animal brought the 
* Fortune of Eng and’ down in safety; so narrow an escape had he, who 
was doomed to be the Conqueror and Sovereign Magistrate ol three 
mighty nations, from the paws of a monkey.” 

Vol. I. p. w2,from Dr. Lort's MSS. 


"* Ibid. p. 93,-4, from Lort’s MSS. 
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have a tradifloii at Huntingdon,” says Mr. Noble, “ that when tlw 
Duke of York, afterwards Cliarles tlie First, in his journey from 
Scotland to London,* in 16'04-, rested in his way at lliiicliinbrook. 
Sir Oliver Cromwell, to divert the young Prince, sent for his ne- 
j)liew Oliver, that he, w ith his own sons, might play with his Royal 
Highness; but they had not been long together, betore Charlca 
and Oliver disagreed ; and the former being then as weakly as the 
latter was strong, it was no wonder that the Royal visitant wa* 
worsted; and Oliver, even at this age, so little regarded dignity, 
that he nia<ie the blood flow in copious streams from the Prince's 
nose. I give this only as the report of the place.—It is more cer¬ 
tain that Oliver averred fand inentioiied it often, when he was ia 
the height of his glory) that he saw a gigantic figure, which came 
and oj)ened the curtains of his bed, and told him that he should 
be ‘ the greatest j)erson in the kingdom,’ but did not mention the 
word King. ’I'liough informed of the lolly of such an assertion, 
Jje persisletl in it, for which he was flogged by Dr. Beard, at the 
particular desire of his father; yet, iiotwilhslandiiig this, he would 
sonieliines repeat it to his uncle Steward, who told him it was 
traitorous to relate it.”f Additional evidence of the early ambi¬ 
tion, and aspiring mind, of Oliver, is inferred from the enthusiasm 
and fire with which lie performed the cliaracter of Tactitx, in the 
comedy of ‘ Lingua, or the Combat of tlic Tongue and tlic Five 
Senses for the Superiority,’ wlicii it was acted at the Free Gram¬ 
mar 

• When James’s Queen, and Henry, and F.lizabeth, his two elder chil¬ 
dren, came to I'.ngland in I(i03, Charles, being indisposed, was left be¬ 
hind, and remained in Scotland till September in the following year. Ka- 
pin, Vol. II. p. lO'l. Sandford says, that Charles was born on the nine¬ 
teenth of November, l(j(JO; consequently at the time of tiie transaction 
mentioned above, he h.id not completed his fourth year; and Oliver 
was then about five years and a half old. 

t Noble’s Crom. Vol. 1. p. 04. ‘ S( me pretend that the vision was 

seen by Oliver when he was walking: the Flagellum gives it as a dream; 
it certainly is a proof of the warmth ol his imagi.-aticn, and his early 
ambition.” Ibid, 
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inar School at Iluntiiifitlon.* No otlu-r part would satisfy him. 
The scene that more partirularly tixcd liis attention, was the fourth 
of the first act, wiierein Tactiis is represented sliiinlilin" over 
a crown and robe, and afterwards, putting them on, as thus givinj; 
utterance to his delight at his good fortune, 

'J’actiis, illy sneezing somewhat did portend : 

AV as ever man sd foriunute as 1, 
l o break his shins at such a stumbliiiir block ? 
l\oses and bayes, back iienee; this Cn/'.iii and liahc, 

Aly brows and body circles and invests.— 

How gallantly it fits me 1 Sure the slave 
Measured my head that wrought this coronet. 

'] hey lie who say complexions cannot change: 

My blood’s ennobled, and I am transloim’d 
linto the sucrid temper of a King. 

Meihinks 1 hear my noble parasites 
Styling me Cwsar, or great Alexander; 

Licking tr - Icei, and wond’ring ulieie 1 got 
'J ids precious ointment: how niy pace is nu nded ' 

How princely do J speak, how slurp 1 tlircaH n ' 

I’easants, I’ll curb your headstrong impudence. 

And make you tremble when the lion roars: 

A e earth-bred woims! O lor a looking-glass! 

I’oets will write whole volumes of this change! 

V\ here’s my attendants ? Hither, sirrah, quickly conic. 

Or by the wings of Hermes— 

In April, l6l6', Oliver was removed I'rom the Huntingdori 
Grammar Stiiool, and entered ot Sydney-Stusex College, in the 
University of Cambridge:! he was then seventeen years of age 

within 

• ‘This comedy was printed in 1607, and in that impression is said 
to have been first acted at Trinity College, Cambridge, and afterwards 
at the Free Grammar Scliool in Huntingdon.—^Thc plot of the play is, 
that Lingua gives a crown and robe to be contested for by the senses.’ 

•f "I be time of his admisson to the College is thus noticed in the lle- 
gistcr. ‘Aftsto Amnciulionis 1616. OLivtRius Cromwell //««- 

tiiij'donknais 
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wmiin iwo uays. He continued at C< liege only fourteen months; 
for, on the* decease of his father in June, l6l7, Mrs. Cromwell 
sent for hintlhoine; to which probably she was partly imluccd by 
that turn for extravagance and dissipation, which at this |)eriod 
seemed to govern his conduct, Diigdale says, that, while at Cam* 
bridge, “ he made no great proficieney in any kind of learning; 
but tlieii, and afterwards, sorting himself with drinking comjm- 
riions, and the under sort of fveople, being of a rough and blus¬ 
tering disposition, he had the name of a royster amongst most that 
knew him.”* Though this character is admitted to be, in general, 
rorreet, it is certain, that Oliver was well acquainted with the 
Latin language; and that he had also a good knowledge of the 
Cireck and Latin historians. 

“ The death of a prudent father,” says Mr. Noble. “ was a 
severe loss to young ttliver; for the necessary severity of the jta- 
rent restrained, though it could not conquer, the levity of a youth 
of strong, ungovernable |)assions ; which bar being taken away, he 
fell into all tlie dissipation of a young heir, uuheedfnl of the ten¬ 
der intreaties of a good mother. The juice of the grape, and the 
charms of the fair, with an habit of gaming, arc said to iiave eti* 
grossed his mimi, instearl of attending to Coke njion Lyttlelon, 
and Law Reports, which he was sent to study at Lincoln’s lull, 
soon alter his return from Cambridge; and thus, says Sir Philip 
Warwick, ‘ the first years of his manhood were spent ill a dissolute 
eoursT' of lil'e, and good i’etlowshiji, and gaming.’ From the gay 
capital, he roluriited a tinished rake to the place of his nalivitv;" 
:uul for some time continued to pursue an unhallowed and boiste¬ 
rous 


tiiigdaniaisis (idiiiissiis ad camimuinm Socioram Aprilis licessittio (cr- 
lio; lutorc .l/r“. Uiettrdo JJoiidcl.' iHUvtcn tins and the next entry, 
is the foliowaig lemaikahle chaiacier of the l’ioi< tit^r, crowded in, in 
a liillercnt hand wi iting. ‘ I Hr j’uit liruhdi.f ilk Impostor, carnifez 
pirditissimus, <pti piciitis'iimo irgc Caroto I ■ nefaria cade subluto, ip- 
sum usurparil throniim, el triii n pir :> Jermc aiiitorum spatium, 
suh protectoris nomine indomilu ti/runuidc vexavtt.’ 


* Short View of the late 'I'roul'les in Lagland, p. 45t>. 
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rons line of conduct, which ultimately led to his 
respectable society, and to the total estrangement of tlie alFectioiis 
of his godfather and uncle. Sir Oliver, who had assisted in his 
education, and had him taught the polite accomplisinnenis of nia< 
sic, dancing, &c. with his own sons. His extravagance in exj>eii- 
diture, soon produced its concomitant, want; and the pressure of 
necessity, aided by the remonstrances of maternal tenderness, and 
strengthened, fierhaps, by the admonitions of the ‘ Ood, that 
dwells within us,’ at length o|)erate<l to produce a rom|)lete change 
in his behaviour; and he became by degrees a rigid sectarian. 
“ He HOW took to a stricter course of life, which he daily increased, 
till his ntind seemed wholly bent upon religions subjects; his house 
became the retreat of the persecuted Non-eonformist teachers; and 
they shew a building behind it, which, they say, he crecterl for a 
chapel, where many of the disaffected had their religious rites per¬ 
formed, and in which he himself soinetintes gave them edifying 
sermons.”* He also warmly interested himself in behalf of such 
of the Non-conformist preachers as were |)ersecuted for their opi¬ 
nions. Through this conduct, he obtained the contidence of a 
large party, and he was returned a Member for the Borough of 
Huntingdon to the Parliament which met in Jaimary, l(i‘28. He 
Jiad, indeed, been once before chosen for the sJime place, (anno 
J6'25;) but on this latter occasion, he was elected as a kind of 
champion against the measures of the cotnt, which had now be¬ 
come particularly obnoxious to the nation, “ Upon the very im¬ 
politic dissolution of this Parliament, he retired to Hnntingdoti, 
and more than ever espoused the cause of the disaffected. His 
over-heated enthusiasm disturbed his mind ; and Dr. Simeott, his 
physician, assured Sir Philip VVanvick, tiiat Mr. Cromwell ‘ was 
quite a splenetic, and had fancies about the cross in that town; 
and that he had been called u|) to him at midnight, and such un¬ 
seasonable hours, many times, upon a strange phantasy, which 
made him believe he was then dying.”t 

In 


Noble’s Crom. Vol. 1. p. 101. 


f Ibid. 
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In the nej? charter that was granted to the Corporation of Hun¬ 
tingdon, ill July 1630, he was appointed a Justice of Peace, jointly 
with his fojjnier preceptor, Dr. Iteiird, and Roljert Bernard, Escf. 
afterwards created a Baronet by Charles the Second. “ Hunting¬ 
don, however, soon became ilisagreeable to him: his uncle. Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, was eniinenlly loyal, and he had influence enough 
t» keep the corjioration of that town so likewise, which, with his 
quarrel with Dr. Beard for precedency, (and, as most saj', his em¬ 
barrassed fortune,) made him determine to leave the place. Whe¬ 
ther he W'as at this, or any former period, concerned in the brew.- 
ing business, is difficult to determine; many of bis enemies lam¬ 
pooned iiiin for it in his life-time; but as Heath, one of his bit¬ 
terest foes, assures us that he never was a brewer, we may, I 
think, take his word.”* In 

* Noble’s Crom. Vol. 1. p. 102. Worm, in C'olman’s Cutter of 
Coleman Street, has a reference to Cromwell, when speaking in deri¬ 
sion (il the Cutter’s learning, he asks him, ‘ V\ hat parts hast thou ? Hast 
thou scholarship enough to make a brewer’s clerk ?'—One of the best 
pieces written under the impression of Oliver having been concerned in 
tbe brewing hu.iness, is styled ‘ The Protecting Brevier,' and is as fol¬ 
lows : It contains a sort of epitome of his life. 

A Brewer may be 3 Burgess grave, 

And carry the matter so fine, and so brave, 

Thai he the better may play the Knave, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Bwwei may be a Parliament-man, 
for there the knavery first began. 

And brew most cunning plots he can, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may put on a Nabal face, 

And march to the wars with such a grace, 

I'hat he may get a Captain’s place. 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Biewer may speak so wond’ious well, 

That he may rise, (strange things to tell,) 

And so be made a Colonel, 

Which nobody can deny. 


Brewot 
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In May, 1()31, Oliver, witFi liis mother, aitd his tinc^e Sir Oliver, 
(whose liivor he Iwd piirtially regained, fioni the alteiptioii in hi# 
conduct,) joined in the sale of his paternal e tales at ^aiilingdon, 
&C. the sum they produced was 18001. with tliis he removed to 

St. 


A Brewer may make his foes to flee, 

And raise his fortunes, so that he 
Lieutenant-General may be, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may be all in all, 

Ind raise his powers both great and small, 

That he may be a Lord General, 

Which nobody can denv- 

A Brewer may be like a fox in a cub. 

And teach a lecture out of a tub, 

And give the wicked world a rub, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer, by’s exci.se and rate. 

Will promise his army he knows what. 

And sit upon the College gate, 

Which nobody can deny. 

Methinks I hear one say to me. 

Pray why may not a Brewer be 
Lord Chancellor o* ih’ Uiiivei.sjty 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may be a.s bold as Herlor 
When as he drank hi.s cup of tuciar, 

And a Brewer may be a Lord Protector, 

Which nobody can deny. 

Now here remains the strangest thing. 

How this Brewer about his liquor did biing, 

To be an Emperor, or a King, 

Which noliody can deny. 

A Brewer may do what he will, 

And rob the Church and State, to sell 
His soul unto the Devil in Hell, 

Which nobody can deny. 
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St, Ives, aiyi stocked a grazing farm in the skirts of that town, 
where he remained till the death of his maternal unde, Sir Tho¬ 
mas Steward^ in January, 16’35-(j, leading a very strict and de¬ 
vout life; so much so, indeed, tiiat his success in his new business 
was altogether impeded through the loss of the time which he and 
his servants daily consumed in prayer, and other devotional exercises. 
Bv the decease of his uncle without issue, he became possessed of 
a ronsiderdble estate in Ely and its neiglibourhood ; and he soon 
afterwards went to reside at the Glebe-house ii. ‘hat city. Here 
he still continued, from principle, to opjwse the measures which 
Charles and his infatuated advisers were still pursuing, and greatly 
increased his interest among the puritanical party, by the fervour 
and rigidness of his religious practice. “ In 1038, he so strenu- 
o\isly opposed the scheme of draining the Fens of Lincolnshire, 
and the Isle of Ely, which was undertaken by the Earl of Bedford, 
and others, under the Royal sanction, that, by his plausibility, 
activity, and interest, at tlie meeting held at Huntingdon, he ob¬ 
liged the projectors to drop tlieir intention; and though the 
W'heme promisefl to be vastly i»eueficial to the country, and had 
been reconimoiided by bis father, yet, as it was extremely unpopu¬ 
lar, (parlicularJy amongst the commonalty, because they had a 
custom of comnioiiiiig and fishing in dry times,) it gained him a 
great accession of friends, and procured him the title of Lord qf 
the Fens.”* 

It was about this period that Oliver, with many of his friends, 
including his cousin, tlie patriot Hampden, and Sir Arthur Hasilrigge, 
proposed immediately to emigrate to America, in order to enjoy 
that liberty ol conscience in a foreign country, which the arbitrary 
proceedings of the government, and the intolerance of Archbishop 
Laud, prevented tlieni exercising in their native land. With this 
design, Cromwell arranged his affairs, and had actually embarked 
with his family for New England.f when the fatal interference of 

VoL. VH. April, ISOS. B b the 

* Noble's Crom. VoL L p. lOS. 

f L^rd Warwick had obtained a grant of the sea-coast of that pro¬ 
vince; this, in 1(531, he assigned to the Lords Brooke, Say and Sele, 

and 
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the court prevented him from acroniplisliing !iis iiiteiiimn; and in 
its ultimate effects proved the very cause of the betieading ot ihe 
King, and of tlie subversion and overllir«»w of tl/ nionarcliy. 
A proclamation was first issued, forbidding any persons to leave 
the kiiigdom without a Royal lieense; but Ibis being found insuffi¬ 
cient, an order of Council was directed to the Lord Treasurer, eom- 
manding him “ to take speedy and effectual course for the slay 
of eight ships, then in the river of Thames, prepared to go to 
New England;” and “ for putting on land all the passengers and 
provisions therein, intendeei for the voyage.” On board of these 
vessels were Cromwell and his friends: the disa|))>ointnient slill 
further exasperated tliem against the government; and the state 
of public atfairs but too powerfully eonlributed to heighten their 
disgust. As yet, however, the uneonstitiitional mea-urcs which 
Charles and his ministers were pursuing, though they every hour in¬ 
creased the number of the disaffected, had not had that decided 
influence on popidar opinion, wliirli eventually pr<‘parcd the way 
for all the accumulated horrors of cisil warfare. Little did the 
ill-fated Monarch imagine, that the. persons whom he, and his 
chief advisers. Archbishop Laud, and Wentworth, Earl of Strat¬ 
ford, had dius prevented from sailing to America, would in a very 
few years be the principal means of bringing them all to the 
scaffold. 

Oliver returned to Ely. Mis mind, agitated both by religious 
gloom, and political discontent, knew no rest. 'I'be errors of bis 
early life seem at this period, to have occupied much of bis reflec¬ 
tions; and in a letter to his cotjsin, Mrs. St. John, bearing date 
in October, 1 he thus intimates his sorrow for the offences of 
his youth, ‘You know what my manner of life hath been; O! 
I lived in, and loved darkness, and bated the light; I was a chief; 

the 

and Richard Charles Fiennes, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir Richard Salton- 
stall, Richard Knightley, Jolui Pym, John Hampden, Jolin llumphrev, 
and Herbert Pelham, Esqs. 'I’hese noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, 
were expected every year by the New Englanders; and several of lliem 
had embarked with Cromwell: among others, Hampden, Sir Matthew 
Roynton, Sir William Constable, Sir A. Hasilrigge, See. 
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the chief sinners. Tiiis is true; 1 hated godliness, jret God 
had merrykon me.”* But the time was approaching, when 
the melancnoly arising from compunctious feelings, was to be 
chased away by the more active employments of the state, and 
the ‘ din of arms.’ 

Full twelve years had now elapsed, since Charles had dared to 
govern tile nation by his own authority; or, to use the words of 
Ka|)iii, since “ he had freed himself from the yoke of the Parlia¬ 
ment, and infeiulcd not to resume it!" The situation of affairs, 
liowever, obliged him to depart from his purpose. All the arbt» 
trary proceedings of his minions were insuHicient to procure that 
8up]>ly which his ‘ pressing necessities’ demanded. The multiplied 
extortions of the Star Chamber, and High Commission Court, the 
forced loans and benevolences, the illegal levying of ship money, 
the granting of patents for inono|>olies, and the numerous other 
abuses daily committed agaiiist the rights and privileges of the sub¬ 
ject, proved too little productive to meet the exigencies which the 
public service experienced; and which, by a sort of natural re¬ 
action, had principally grown out of the very system that had been 
instituted to give perm uience to despotic rule. The attempt to 
introduce iiniforniily in religious worship, had occasioned the Scots 
to take up arms; and though the breach had been partially closed 
by the Pacification of Berwick, in June, 1()39) it was again thrown 
open within a short twelvemonth, by a rash persistence in arbitrary 
courses. War was once more determined on; but money being 
wanted to engage in it, the King consented to summon a new Par¬ 
liament, and one was accordingly assembled in April, 16'40. In¬ 
stead, however, of immediately agreeing to the Sovereign’s de¬ 
mand, of ‘ a sujrply to reduce the Scots to their duty by force of 
arms,’ they required, as a condition, that ‘ their own grievances 
should be first redressed;’ and continuing in this disposition, the 
King dissolved them in anger, in little more than three weeks from 
the day they bad met. 

B b 2 The 


• Harris’s Life of Oliver Crom. 
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tive, and seemed calculated to restore the blessings of cli’il liberty.* 
The persevering energy, and solid reasoning, of Crjjfmwell bad 
considerable influence on these decisions. As “ one of the patriotic 
phalanx under his cousin Hampden,” observes Mr. Noble, “ he 
was certainly, at his first entering the House, of great consotjiience, 
as that interest was formidable from the abilities and riches of its 
members, their asjierity to the court, under whom they had 
smarted in the cause of liberty, which endeared them to the peo¬ 
ple at large, and which, with the near relationship of many of 
them, bound them together in indissoluble bonds. Abstracted, 
however, from this, he soon commanded the attention of the 
House by the depth of his arguments, though delivered without 
grace, eloquence, or even clearness; and he gradually rose in fa¬ 
vor of the House, and overcame all his disadvantages, by his j>c- 
netration, unwearied diligence, courage, ami |>erses’erance; by ac¬ 
commodating himself to the disjrositions of the dillerent persons 
of his own party, and discovering the tempers of all; and by even 
not neglecting to copy the dress and behaviour of the most grace¬ 
ful and refined,” I'lie 

* For a very curious summary of the early proceedings of the Long 
Parliament, see Welwood’s Memoirs, p. jO —78. Edit. 1700. The 
‘ necessity of the times’ obliged tlie King, for several months, “ to do 
every thing that was possible for the satisfaction of the Parliament.— 
He passed the bill for attainting the Earl of SiraUbrd, though with re- 
luctancy, as believing he deserved not such hard measure : he took 
away monopolies, that had been a great discouragement to trade: he 
expressed himself to their contentment in the matters of Loan, Ship- 
money, Tunnage and I’oundage, and other unwarrantable methods that 
had been used in raising money, and showed a settled resolution to com¬ 
ply with them in every thing that might tend to the ease and security 
of the subject. As in the preceding Parliament he had passed the Peti¬ 
tion of Right, so in the beginning of this, he had agreed to the Acts for 
Triennial Parliaments, and for abolishing the Star Chamber and High 
Commission Courts, which had been great grievances; and with thecr» 
fulness passed that Act which seemed inconsistent with his own just pre¬ 
rogative, that ‘that rdrliument should not be dissolved but by of 
Parliament; nor prorogued, nor adjourned, but by their own con¬ 
sent.” Ibid. 
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The cor^essions made by the King did not answer the end pro¬ 
posed ; e\\n tlie facility with which his consent was given to some 
of the meilsures, operated as a ground of suspicion as to the real 
nature of liis future views. It was conceived that his apparent 
acronlance with the wishes of the Pailiainent, was only a mask to 
prevent the prciita ure disclosure of liis deterniinatioii to re-assiime 
a despotic authority as soon as circumstances permitted. Many 
thiugs combined to give strength to this opinion; and the breaking 
out of the Irish Rebellion in the latter end of October, still fur¬ 
ther contributed to induce a belief of Charles’s insincerity. It is 
iiiosi certain that he did not act with that active vigour against the 
iusurgents which their enormous atrocities demanded; and it is 
equiiliy true, that the rebels themselves Justified their proceedings 
by a pretended commission from the King, empowering them to 
take up arms, in order to overthrow the Protestant ascendancy.* 
It appeared also, that ‘ the Queen, who very much governed his 
Majesty, kept up a correspondence with Lord Antrim, one of the 
chief agmts in that rebellion.’ In this state of atlairs, the House 
instructed their committee in Scotland, where Charles then was, to 
reqmst the King to change his ministers, as “ they had just cause 
to believe, that the conspiracies and commotions in Ireland, were 
hut the efl'ects of the counsels of those who continued in credit, 
authority and employment about his Majesty."f 

Soon atferwards the King returned to London, and was received 
with much pomp, and great acclamations: but the sjnrit of resist¬ 
ance to oppression was now arriving at its height, and the iiiur- 
mer, both ‘ loud’ and ‘ deep,' resounded through everv cpiarter of 
the kingdom. On the first of Decemher, the celebrated ‘ Petition* 

B b 4 and 

* See Rapin, Vol. 11. p. 38(;,-7. 'fhe commission was staled to 
have been signed by Cliarlcs at lidinburgh, October 1, 1041. Ludlow 
says, “ The news of this rcliellion (as 1 have heard from persons of un¬ 
doubted ciedit) was not displeasing to the King, though it was attend¬ 
ed with the massacre of many thousands of the Protestants there.” 

Mem. p. 7. 


f Rushworth’s Col!. N'ol. I\'. p. 422. 
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and ‘lUmonstrance’ of the House of Commons were pYsented to 
Charles at Hampton Court. The Reinonstruiice, vt lii^:ii um\ be 
considered as the Manifesto of the Parliainent, coiili/ned a roni- 
plete detail of the grievances that the nation had endured from tlie 
period of the King's accession; and was penned in very strong, 
tliough somewhat coarse, lernis, Cromwell was extremely active 
in promoting its progress through the House; thougli that was 
not effected till after a debate of many hours, and it was then car¬ 
ried only by a majority of nine. How greatly he felt interested 
in its success, may be inferred from his saying to Lt>rd Talklaiui, 
that if it had not passed, * lie would have sold all he had the next 
morning, and never have seen England moreand ‘ 1 know,’ he 
continued, " many honest men of the same principle.’* 

Affairs were now advancing to a crisis; and the animosities were 
aggravated by a most intemperate ‘ l‘rotcstutio7i,' presented by 
twelve Bishops to the King and the House of Peers; and which 
the latter, in a conference with the Commons, described as con¬ 
taining “ matters of dangerous consequence, extending to the deep 
intrenching upon the fundamenial privileges and being of Parha- 
menls.” ’fhe report of this conlerence was no sooner made, than 
the Comnions accused the Bishops of High Treason; un<i on the 
next day (Dccendrcr the thirtieth) ten pf them were sent to the 
Tower: the two others werg only committed to the custody of the 
Black Rod, ‘ iu regard to their great age.' Within a few days 
afterwards, appeared the King’s ‘ Diclaration,’ in reply to the Re¬ 
monstrance; and on the third of January, l6'4-I, i', Sir Edward 
Herbert, Attorney General, by the King’s command, accused the 
Lord Kimbollon, and live Commoners, namely, Sir Anthony Ha- 
silrigge, Deiixil Holies, John Pym, John Hampden, and William 
Stroud, Esqs. of High Treason. He tlicn presented to the Lords, 
the general articles of inqieaclimeut, which Jiad been ‘given him 
by the King wiih his own hand.’ On the same day a Sergeant at 
Arms [(resented himself at the bar of the House of Coiiiinoiis, 
and iu the name of his Majesty, retluirc d the arrest of the accused 

Members. 


• Cla. Hist. Vol. I. p. 2f6,-T. 
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Members, /riie House replied, that they would ‘ take his Majes¬ 
ty’s raessa^! into consideration, and attend him with an answer 
with as much sjteed as the greatness of the business would admit.' 
This reply did not satisfy the King; and on the following day, he 
went in person to the House of Commons, guarded, says White- 
locke, “ with his Pensioners, and ftdlowed by about two hundred 
Courtiers, an<l Souldiers of Fortune, most of them armed with 
swords and pistols.”* Leaving his guard at the door, he entered 
the House, and taking the Speaker’s chair, expressed his determi¬ 
nation to have the five accused Members delivered to him. Then 
looking round, and not seeitig them, he asked the Speaker, “ whe¬ 
ther any of those persons W'ere ii* the House? whether he saw any 
of them? and where they were?” 'riie Speaker, “ thus surprised," 
says Whitclocke, yet with imieh prudence falling on his knee, an¬ 
swered the King to this purpose: ‘ May it please your Majesty, I have 
iieithereyes to see, nor tongue to speak, in this place, but as the 
House is pleased to<iii'ect me, wliusc servant 1 am here; and hum¬ 
bly beg your Majestie’s pardon that I eannot gi^’e any other answer 
than this, to- what your Majesty is pleased to demand of me.”— 
The King then s;u<l, “ Well, since I see all ihe birds are I’own, 
1 do expect from you, that you do send them to me as soon as 
they return hither;” and adding a few more words, he left the 
House, many of the Members exclaiming, Privilege: Privilege! 
as he went out.' 

This 

* MemoriaN, p. 50. J.udlow says, the King “ was attenJtd not 
only with his ordinary guard of IVnsicucrs, but also with iliosc des¬ 
peradoes that for some time he liad cutcriaineti at V\ hitehali, to the 
number of tluee or four hundred, armed witii pa;ii,,.ins, sword, and 
pistol.’’ Meiiiuirs, p. 10. 


f William Lenthall, Fsq. 

j VVelwood, speaking of this jicriod, says, “’J hings were now go¬ 
ing fast on towaids lessening the coiitidei ce between the King and Par¬ 
liament; and yet there w ere not wanting endeavours on both sides, to 
acconnnedritu niaticis by s- It and l.taUiig nieihods, when the King’s 
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Tliis most remarkable and rash procedure, to waich Charles 
bad been principally urged by tlic Queen, and the tbrd Digby, 
inflanied the Coiuiiions to the utiiiosl; and tVona tliit^ time it be¬ 
came evident, that an appeal to arms was cuut<-ni))lated by both 
parties as the ultimate resource. The prosecution agamsl the ac¬ 
cused Members, was, indeed, afterwards abandoned b\ tin King; 
and the Bill for ‘ deprivingthcBishopsof their votes in Parliament, 
and iucapiacitating both them, and the rest of the clergy, to exer¬ 
cise any temporal jurisdiction,’ was al.^'^ passed by commission; 
yet many circumstances united to pi o\c that Charles was silc.iily 
preparing the means to re-assuine by force, wlialcver the {iressure 
of circumstances had obliged him to rciiiiqnish with seeming cour¬ 
tesy. About this period, therefore, both the King and the Par¬ 
liament begun to make arrangements for tiic expected hut direful 
event, and in a few short months, the nation was involved in all 
the calamities iucidcut to civil commotion. 

Through 

coming to the House of Commons in person to demand five of their 
Members, whom he had ordered the day before to be impeached of 
High Treason, did put all into a combustion, and gave occasion to the 
House to assert their privileges with a greater warmth than ever. '1 his 
was the most unlucky step King Ciiarles could have made at that junc¬ 
ture ; and the indiscretion of some that attended the King to tlie lobby 
of the H(<use, was insisted upon as an argument that the King was re¬ 
solved to use violence upon the Parhament, which it’s to be picsumed 
was a thing far from his thoughts, 'i he five Members had hardly time 
to make their escape just when the King was entering, and upon his 
going away, the House adjourned in a flame for some days, ordeiirg a 
Committee to sit at Guildliall m the mean time, as if they were not 
safe at Westminster." Mem. p. 07,-8. 'I’he King’s intention of seiz¬ 
ing the accused Members, had been commmiiratcd to the House, 
through a private intimation from the Countess of Carlisle, sister to the 
Earl of Morthumberland: upon leaving the House, they took shelter in 
the City of London; and the King, on the second day following, made 
another ineffectual attempt to arrest them, by demanding iht'm from 
the Common Council, who had been convened for the purpose at 
Cutldhali. 
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Througli^lic interest of Hanipdon, Cromwell was now ap)>omt- 
ed a CiiptiiVi, and rommissioiied by the Parliament to raise a troop 
of Horse, liqually convinced, with his intrepid relation, that 


when tlie ‘ swi-rd was once drawn, the scahlrard must be thrown 
away for ever,’ he told his recruits, that he would not ‘cozen them 
by the perplexed expression in his cominission, to fight for King 
and Parliament; hut that, if tlie King chanced to he in the body 
of the enemy, he would as soon discliarge his pistol upon him, as 
any private person; and if their consciences would not |)Orniit them 
to do the like, he advised them not to list themselves under him.’* 
He very soon evinced aclivily anU zeal, by seizing the plate be¬ 
longing to the L'niversity of Can.bridge, and which had been voted 
to the King’s use, but which Cromwell no\\ applied to the service 
of the Parliament. He also arrested the High Sheriff of Hertford¬ 
shire, at the critical moment when the latter was proceeding to 
St. Alhan’s, in order to puhlish the King’s Proclamation, declaring 
‘ the Parliament-Commanders all traitors.’ In tlie ensuing month 
he served at the battle of Edge Hill, (fought October the twenty- 
third,) under Sir Philip Stapleton, and the Earl of Essex; and 
early in the tollowing year he was advanced to the dignity of 
Colonel. 

In the.se successive commands, Cromwell did every thing in his 
jiower to increase the respectability of his soldiers; and indeed, 
generally, to improve the stale and character of the Parliament’s 
army. 'Plie regular discipline wliieh he introduced, and the spirit 
of enterprize whieli his own example and energy infused into tlie 
men, rendered them an overmatch for more than an equal miinbcT 
ol' the King's troojis, as was pioved in several a< tions. Wliilelocke, 
speaking ot the relief afforded by Oliver to the Lord Willonghhy 
ol Parham, at Clainshurough, in Lincolnshire, (October, l()4o,) 
says, “ This was the beginning of his great fortunes; and now he 
began to ap|tear to the world. He had a brave regiment of horse 
of liis countrymen, most of them freeholders, and freeholders' 
sons; and who, upon matter of conscience, engaged in this quar¬ 


rel^ 


* Echard’s Hist. p. 579, a. 
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rel, ancl under Cromwell; and tlius being well armeif.witliin, by 
the satisfaction of their own consciences, and withoiA, by good 
iron arms, they would, as one man, stand firmly, anrf charge des¬ 
perately.”* In tlie. fight near Grantham, which preceded that at 
Gainsborough, Cromwell, says Ludlow, “ defeated twenty-four 
troops of tile enemy’s horse and dragoons, wjth seven troops only 
which be had with liiin.” At Gainsborough, the Royalist horse 

were more than thrice his number, and no way to attack them 
but through a gate, and up-hill; notwithstanding which disadvan¬ 
tages, be advciituied to fall upon them, and, after some dispute, 
totally routed them. Killing many of their otlicers, and amongst 
them Lieutenant Cieiieral Cavendish,” brother to the Earl of New¬ 
castle, 

■*' Memorials, p. 68. Bate says, (p. 239,) “ Cromwell used them 
daily 10 look aliei, feed and dress their horses; and when it was ne¬ 
cessary, to lie together on the ground; and besides, taught them to 
clean and keep their arms bright, and have tliein ready for service ; to 
chuse the best armour, and arm themselves to the best advantage. 
Trained up in this kind of military exercise, they excelled all their 
fellow soldiers in feats of war, and obtained more victories over the ene¬ 
my. 'i'hese were afterwards preferred to be commanders and officer; 
in the army, and their places filled up with lusty strong fellows, whom 
he brought up ip the same strictness of distipline.” I his statement is 
fully corroborated by Whitelocke, who says, that in a conference lield 
between the Lords and Commons, (I't bruary 13, Hil-1,) about the mu¬ 
tinous conduct of some companies of hoise under bir William Waller, 
in the west, the former ‘ offered letters from persons of credit in the 
army,’ mentioning, among other circumstances, that “ at the muster, 
no men appeared so full, and well armed, and civil, as Colonel Crom¬ 
well’s horse.” Memorials, p. 1‘2G. 

The principles on which Cromwell acted in the selection and disci¬ 
plining of his troop, were thus narrated by himself, in that remarkable 
conference which took place on bis refusal to take on him the title of 
King. “ 1 was a person that, from my first employment, was sudden¬ 
ly preferred, and lifted up from lesser trusts to greater. From my first 
being Captain of a troop of horse, 1 did labor as well as 1 could, to dis¬ 
charge my trust; and God blessed me as it pleased him. 1 had a very 
worthy friend then, and he was a very noble person, and 1 know his 

memory 



HCNTINGDONSHIRK. 


38J 


cHstle, who< coniinanded tlie main army. Soon afterwards lie 
joined the ^Earl of Manchester at Boston, and again signalized 
himself in W"”' ^«s'***» wln re, with thirty- 

seven troops of horse and dragoons, lie defeated .Sir.lohn Hender¬ 
son, an experienced olliccr, at the head of eighty-seven troops, 
who ‘ hearing that Colonel Cromwell was drawn out towards him 
with the horse, made haste to engage him before the fool could 
march up.** Tiie Iloyalists were pursued almost to Lincoln, a 
distance of fourteen miles; and ujiwards ot l.iOO were hilled, 
wounded, aiul taken. In this battle Oliver was in much danger; 

his 

memory is very grateful to all—Mr. John Ilanipdeii. At my first going 
out into this engagement, 1 saw uur men wtre bi itm on c.ery hand; 

1 did indeed; and desired liim that lie would uial-c some ailditions to mv 
Lord Lssex’s army, ol some new regiments; ,.nd ! told him ’twould !>e 
forviceable to him in bringing such men in, a; 1 thrught hrJ n s^vr.i that 
tvuuld do s<Wietlihlg in the uork. ' four troops,’ s.dd 1, ‘ are m st of 
them old decayed serving-men, and tapsters, nr,.’, ^ucli kind of fellow-;— 
and ilicir troops are rentlemen’s sons, voungcr sons, and persons of quality. 
And do you think that the spirits of such base and mean fV-tlu vs, will 
ever be able to encounter gentlemen that have honour, and courage, 
and resolution, in them r \ ou must get men of a spirit, and (take :t 
not til svhat I sav) of a spirit that is likely to co o i asj'ar as gent:eni£a 
wilt go, or e'se 1 am sure you will be beaten still.* 1 told him so; he 
was a wise and worthy person, and he did thuik that I talked a good 
notion, but an impracticable one. 1 toid him, ‘ I could do something 
in it:’ and 1 raised such men as laid t/ir fear ot' God before them, and 
made some conscience of zehal they did. And from that day forward 
they were never beaten ; but wlicrever iht v were encaged against tlve 
ent my, they beat continually.”—Ilow eminenilv suptrior were Cront- 
well’s ideas of the ccnitnuiioii of an army, to those of an ennobled states¬ 
man of the present day; who, in a full assembly of his peers, had the 
unblushing eifrontery to state, tint “ men of correct moral principle* 
and practice, were net fit for soldiers;'* that the “ men most servicea¬ 
ble" in an army, were “ thoughtless profigotes, who w< rt regardless 
yfl\fc, because liicy were insensible of the blessings ol existence I” 


• Ludlow’s Mem. p. 27. 
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his horse was shot under him at tlie first shock, and he was again 
struck down as lie a1 tempted to rise. 

These rapid successes, with other victories of les<^ importance, 
so established his military reputation, that the King is stated to 
have been heard to say, ‘ 1 would that some would tlo me the 
good fortune to bring Cromwell to me alive or dead.’*' Oliver, 
as appears from Whitelocke, was afterwards appointed Governor 
of the Isle of Ely, and had “ the like |.)o\ver for levying money 
there for his forces, as the Earl of Manchester had in the associat¬ 
ed count ies.”f 

In the following month, April, 1644, the city of York was in¬ 
vested by the forces under Lord Fairfax, and the Scots under 
General I^ley; but as the garrison consisted of 6 or 7000 men, 
besides horse, and vr as commanded by the brave Earl of Newcas¬ 
tle, they made little jirogress towards reducing it, till they had 
been joined by the Earl ot Manchester and Cromwell, when the 
siege was (lursued with so much vigor, that the Royalists prolfcred 
to surrender upon certain terms: these were not agreed to, and 
others were otlered; yet whilst the treaty was [lending, the rapid 
approach of Prince Rupert, w ith an army of about eighteen or 
twenty thousand foot and horse, entirely changed the state of af¬ 
fairs, and the besiegers drew off to Marston Moor, a large [ilain 
about eight miles from the cify.J Here, on the third of July, 

they 

•* Bishop Ilacket's l.ife of Arch. M illiamj. f Mem. p. 80. 

} If Prince Rupert, says Ludlow, “ who had acquired honor enough 
by ihe relief of York in the view of three Generals, could have content¬ 
ed himself with it, and retreated, as lie might have dtjne, without figlit- 
ing, the reputation he had gained would have caused his army to in¬ 
crease like the rolling of a snow-ball; but he thinking this nothing, un¬ 
less he might have all, forced his enemies to a battle against the advice 
of many of those that were with him.” Mem. p. 48. It appears from 
Clarendon, Vol. 11. p. 3y0—96, that Prince Rupert was induced to 
fight by a letter he had received from the King, in which the latter 
•tated, that ‘ his affairs were in so very ill a state, that it would not be 
efibugh, though his Highness raised the siege of Yoik, ifhehadnet 
hkewise beaten the Scotch army.* 
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they were ajtacked by Prince Rupert (wlio had united his forces 
to those o,^ the Earl of Newcastle) with such impetuosity, that the 
liglil wing, and main body, were completely routed; and “the 
three (leuerals, giving all ibr lost, hasted out of the field; and 
many of the soldiers fled, and threw down their arms.’* So ge¬ 
neral was the confusion, that “ Prince Ru|)ert, concluding all to 
l>e his own, sent letters to the King, to acquaint him with the 
victory :”t bat “ the King’s forces, esiiecially tlie Prince, too ea¬ 
gerly following the chacc, the victory, now almost atchieved by 
tliein, was again snatched out of their hands. For Colonel Crom¬ 
well, with the bfcroe rc-^iment of )ui countri/mai, and .Sir 'riioin;ts 
Fairfax, having rallyed s<»nic of his horse, fell u|)on the Prince’s 
right wing, where the Earl of Newcastle was, and routed tliem; 
and the rest of their companions rallying, they fell altogether upon 
(he divided bodies of Rupert and (ioring, totally disjicrsed them, 
and obtained a complete victory after three hours fight .”4 The 
slaughter was very great; and the Prince narrowly escaped being 

made 

* U hitclockc’s .Mem. p. 89. t Ludlow's Mem. p. 48. 

J U'liiielocke’s Mem. p. 89. '• The right wing of the Parliament^ 

army was commanded by Sir 1 horaas F.iirfax, and consisted of ail hti 
horse, and three regiments of the Scots’ horsc: the left wing was com¬ 
manded hy the f'.arl of .Manchester and Colonel Cromwell. One body 
of their foot was commanded hy the L nd Fairlax, and consisted of hil 
foot, and ten lirigades of the Scots foot lor a reserve; and the main 
body of tile rest of the foot was commanded bv General Ijeven.—The 
right wing of the Prince’s army was commanded by the Earl of New- 
tastle; the left wing by tbe Prince himself; and the main body by Ge¬ 
neral Goring, Sir Charles Lucas, and Major General Porter. Both 
sides were thus drawn up into battalia. From this battle, and the pur¬ 
suit, some reckon were buried 7000 Englislimen; all agree, that aboi’e 
3000 of the Prince’s men were slain in the battle, besides those in the 
eh.ace, and 3000 prisoners taken, many of their chief officers, pieces 
of ordnance, 47 colours, (among which was the Prince’s own standard, 
with the arms of the Palatinate, Lud. Mem. p. 49,) 10,000 arms, two 
waggons of carbines and pistols, 1 JO barrels ol powder, and all thtir 
hag and ’uaggnge.” Ibid. 



389 


HUNTINGDOKSHIRE. 


made a prisoner. Cromwell liimscif was sliglitly wouBfied in the 
neck, hy the ‘ accidental going off behind him of one < f his sol¬ 
dier's pistols.”* I’he Parliament ordered a day of pul>lic thanks¬ 
giving for this ictnarkablc success; and the investment of York 
being imnicdiately reconiinenced, that city surrendered within a 
fortnight afterwards. 

The fame of Cromwell was greatly extended by this victory: 
and in a few months he was made Lieutenant-General of the Earl 
of Manchestei-'s army, and was present at the second battle of 
Newbury, (October the twenty-seventh,) “ where, with the same 
felicity and valour, he had the better on that part of the field 
where he tbugbt, tuid contributed ntainly to that piece of victory 
the Parliament forces had thcre.”t The event of the day, liow- 
es'er, w'as not sufficiently decided to satisfy bis eager desire of 
complete success: and in his report to the House, “ he sireined 
(but cautiously enough, says Whitelocke) to lay more blame on the 
officers of the Lord General’s army, than upon any other.”! This 
highly offended the Earl of Essex, who, from indisposition, liad not 

been 

* Mem. of Denzil, I>ord Holies. This nobleman, contrary to all 
other writers, accuses Cromwell of ‘base cowardliness’ in the battle of 
hlarston Moor, and affirms that the victoty was owing to Major Gene¬ 
ral Crawford, who led the charge himself, after Cromwell had pitifully 
left the field, to have ‘ his little burn in the neck dressed ' 'J'his, I.orrl 
Holies, says, he had by relation from Crawford himself, ‘ who was a 
man of honour, that was not ashamed nor afraid to publish it in all 
places;’ and that ‘he once said it aloud in Westmins'er Hall, when 
Cromwell past by him, with a design he might hear him.’ Whatever 
particular circumstance might have occurred at Mar«ton Moor, to give 
rise to this story, the charge of cowardice against Cromwell can iiner 
be maintained! he was engaged in so many battles, and on so manv oc¬ 
casions changed the aspect of the day by his own personal intrepidity, 
that not a single doubt of his courage ought to be suffered to remain oa • 
the unprejudiced mind. 

t Hist, of the Life and Death ofO. Crom. in Hark Misccl. Chap. VII. 

} Memorials, p. 111. 
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been present in the battle,* and who “ began now to have some jea¬ 
lousies, and was advised to put his strength to rid Cromwell out 
of the way.^ The means to be used to effect this, was supposed to 
be by tlie ScAfs Commissioners, who were not well pleased with 
Cromwell, for sonic words which he had spokeii, as they appre¬ 
hended, derogatory to the honor of their nation.”t It was pro¬ 
posed, therefore, to charge Cromwell with being an Incendiary 
“ twixt the twa Kingdoms;” and if “ he be proved,” continued 
the Lord Chancellor of Scotland, in the remarkable Consultation 
held on the occasion at Essex House, “ sike an Incendiary, 
that will clepe his wings from soaring to the prejudice of our 
cause”. The little encouragement given by Maynard and Wliitc- 
locke, who were consulted as to the best mode of substantiating 
the charge, occasioned the whole scheme to be relimjuisheil; and 
Cromwell, who appears to have had ‘ timely notice’ of the pro¬ 
jected accusation from Whitelocke himself,§ “ afterwards carried on 
his design more actively, of making way for his own advanccment.”|l 
He did not scruple, indeed, to charge even the Earl of Miuiches- 
ter with “ cowardly betraying the Parliament, for that he might 
very easily haie del’eated the King’s army, (when the latter drew 
•IF his camion from Donuington Castle, the day after the second 

Vor,. VII. April, 1808. C c 'oattle 

• Ludlow’s Mem. p. iO. + Whitelocke’s Mem. p. lit. 

J Ibid. § Wood's Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. p. 51o'. 

i| Whitelnckt's Mem. p, 1 lo. The particular passages in the speeches 
of Whitelocke and M.iynard, which induced the Scots Commissioners to 
forego their intention, were probably the following: A\’. ‘I take Lieu¬ 
tenant General Cromwill to be a gentleman of quick and subtle parts, 
and one who hath, especially of late, gained no small interest in the 
House of Commons; nor is he warning by friends in the House of Peers, 
nor of abilities in himself to manage his ow'n part or defence to the best 
advantage.’ M. ■< Litutenant General Cromwell is a person of great 
favor and interest with the House of Commons, and with some of the 
House of Peers likewise; and therefore there must be proofs, and the 
more clear and evident, to prevail with tlic Parliament to adjudge him 
•0 be an incendiary.'* 
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battle of Newbury,) if he would have suffered him with liis own 
brigade to have charged them in tlieir retreat; but fhat tlie Earl 
obstinately opposed all athirc and iniportunity, giv/ng no other 
reason, than ‘ that, if he did overthrow the King’s ai'inv, the King 
would always have another to keep up the war; but if his army 
should be overthrown at fhat nice juncture, they shoidd be all re¬ 
bels and traitors, and executed and forfeited by the law.” The 
Earl defended hiitiself, by saying, that, ‘ had he followed this 
counsel, it would have exposed the iirniy to an unseasonable ha¬ 
zard.’ From that time the breach between these commanders be¬ 
come irreconcilealde. 

Cromwell had now obtained groat infitienee with the IndejJeii- 
dents, a sect which had gained strength during the Civil War, and 
apiteared to be aiming at the establishment of a Commonwealth. 
As yet, however, there were too many oflicers in the Parliament 
army who favoured a llcgal |)ower, though with proper restric¬ 
tions, to permit such a design to be openly avowed. It became 
necessary, therefine, that these should he removed; and that chtf 
d’lt uvre of political management, the ‘ Sflj'-Jcnyini' Ordinance,' 
was played off against tlieni. In the House of Commons, the bu¬ 
siness was opened by Cromwell, (Hc-cendrer the fith,) and, after 
a long debate, it was resohed, on the motion of Zouch Tate, and 
Sir Harry Vane, ‘that no Member of cither House of Parliament 
should, during the war, enjoy or execute any otfice or command, 
Military or Civil.’ Two days afterwards, the Orriinance itself was 
brought in; and on the ifinctcentii, ‘cwiy and tnlf eiah prevailin'^,' 
says Whitelocke, it finally passed, and was sent up to the Lonis, 
Here it met with much opposition, and was at first thrown out; 
but the Commons persisting in their purpose, and the public voice 
being decidedly in its favor, it was at length carried on the third 
of April; two days before whi< h, the Earls of Essex, Manchester, 
jiud Denbigh, resigned their commissions. Whilst this measure 
was |)ending, another Ordinance w'as passed for ‘ new modelling 
the army,’ and the chief command was vt»fed to Sir Thomas Fair¬ 
fax, with power to npi>oint his own oflicers: the commission given 
to him on lliis occasion, was in the name of the Parliament alone, 

and 
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and not in» that of ‘ Ihe King and Parliament,’ as all the previous 
coiniiii.ssi<>i,s had been worded. 

Had the ‘ Self-denying Ordinance’ been enforced according to 
the ieller, ^!roniwell hini'iclf must have been excluded from all 
command; but he knew too well ibat ibe strengih ot bis own par¬ 
ty was enough powerful to secure him Ironi this degradation. His 
commission, therefore, was continne<l trom lime to time, till at 
last, on the tenth of June, ihe House, after some debate, ordered 
that “ Sir Thomas Fairfax siiould appoint Cromwell to command 
the horse uiuler him as Lieutenant (Jencral, it he thought fit;” 
and he was accordingly constituted Lieutenant (ieneral of the 
Horse, with the same full powers th il tlie Ear] of Manchester had 
betbre enjoyed.* 

Within a f<’w days afterwards (June the t-tth) was fought the 
memorable battle of Nasehy, in which the superior generalship 
and bravery of Cromwell were again eminently displaycd.f The 

C c C King 

* Whitelocke’s Mem. p. UP. Thus ' Cromwell began to increase 
in the favor of the people, and of the army ; and to grow great even to 
the envy of many.’ Jbid. 

i •' 'liiis battle w.ts won and lost as that of Marston Moor, but 
proved more dcNtructivc the king and his party; and it was exceed¬ 
ing bloody, both armies being very courageous and numerous, and not 
500 odds on eitlicr side. It was fought in a large fallow field, on the 
north-west side of Nasehy, (in Leicestershire,) about a mile broad, which' 
space of ground was wholly taken up—The King commanded the main 
h(dy of his armv; I’rince Kupert and Prince Maurice the right wing; 
!sir .Marmadnke Linedale the left; the Eatl of I.indsey and the Lord 
Ashley the riglit-haiid reserve; the Lord bard and Sir George J.'lsle 
the left reserve.—Ol the Parliament’s army, Kail fax and Skippon com¬ 
manded the main body; Cromwell the right wing, with whom was 
Jtosseier, and they both came in a little bcfoie the tight; Ireton com¬ 
manded the left wii’g. '1 he reserves were brought up by Itainsborough, 
Hammond, and Pride.” M Ihielocke’s Mem. p. Ua. This author 
has given a particular and very interesting account of the b-ittle, but too 
long for insertion here: for other particulars, with Cromwell’s curious 
letter to the House of Commons, written, after the action, see Beauties, 
Vol. IX. p. 4J8—131. 
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King commaiidcd Iiis own army in ijcrsou, and the coiEincnceinent 
of the artioii was favorable to him; but the rash impetuosity of 
Prince llupcrt, w ho, having defeated tlie left wing of the Parlia¬ 
ment’s army under Ireton, (afterwards Cromwell’s somin-law,) and 
pursued them to too great a distance, entirely changed the |>romise 
of the day; and his uhole army was eventually, completely vaii- 
quisiied bv I lie exertions of Cromwell, and the well-regulated bra¬ 
very ot tile Par'.iamtnt’s soldiers. It is said by one author, that 
“ he dew like liglitniiig from one part of the army to the other, 
and broke through the enemy’s srpiadrous with such rapidity, that 
Hotliiiig either could or durst stop liim,”* Tliis victory proved 
decisive of the King’s affairs; the loss he sustained was irreparable; 
and what principally tended to the total ruin of bi.s cause, was the 
taking of his private cabinet, in which were various letters of the 
Queen’s, and copies of his own to her, with other important pa- 
pers.t 'I’liese were afterwards piihlished, with annotations, by 
the special order of Parliament, and had much effect in convincing 
the nation of Charles’s iiisiiicerily in tlie difl'erent attempts that had 
been made at accommodation; they also proved how greatly the 
Queen’s counsels and influence had ojieratcd to produce the dread¬ 
ful calamities that hud so long ufldicted tlie country. 

“ Tile 

* Rev. of the Life of O. Crom. p. 31. I.x)rd Clarendon says, that 
“ this dilference was observed all along in the discipline of the King’s 
troops, and those commanded by Fairfax and CrmniLell, (it liaving ne¬ 
ver been remarked under Essex and Waller, but only under them,) 
that though the King’s troops prevailed in the charge, and routed those 
they charged, they seldom rallied themselves again in order, nor could 
be brought to make a second charge the same day; wltcrcas the troops 
under Fairfax and Cromwell, if they prevailed, and though they were 
beaten and routed, presently rallied again, and stood in good order till 
they received further directions.’’ 

t See Ludlow’s Memoirs and Hark Mis. for copies of these important 
documents. Ludlow says, that “ other letters, of no less consequence, 
were jsuppressed, as I have been credibly informed, by some of those 
that were intrusted with them, who, since the Ktng’s return, have been 
rewarded for it.” Mem. p. O'O. 
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“ The Parliament’s army liad no sooner gained this wonderful 
advantage, but, like a torrent, they soon overspread the whole 
liiiigdoni, Ijeariiig down all before them. Leicester, whicb the 
King had lately taken from them, was immediately regained; 
Taunton, which had been closely besieged by Lord Goring, and 
deiended by the valiant Blake, was relieved; Lord Goring was 
beaten, and pursued almost to Bridgewater. In this latter action 
the })rudence of Cromwell was very conspicuous; he would not 
sufler part of the horse to pursue the enemy, till they were all 
come up togetlier; then putting himself at tiieir heavl, he |K;rforin- 
cd the work with such success, that he took almost all the euMiiy’s 
foot, and their ordnance. Afte'- this victory, the strong garrison 
of Bridgewater was taken by storm. 

“ CroinweH’s next expedition was again-t the clnb-inen, a kind 
of third army, which started up siuldenly in several counties, on 
occasion of the rapines and violences practised by the Itoxalists in 
the west. Both parlies endeavoured to gain iheiii over, and they 
were formidable to both, till Cromwell’s j)iesence, and judicious 
conduct, put ail end to the insiarcctioii." Soon afterwards Sher- 
hoiirn Castle was reiliiced; and “ immediately after we find him 
before Bristol, in company with Fairfax, whom he advised to storm 
that iin]>ortant city. Prince Kupert held it with about 5000 horse 
and fool, and had declared he iies'er would surrender it, unless a 
mutiny hairpened; hut CriHiiwell’s eouiisel prevailing, an attack 
was made with so iiiucli fury, that the Prince thought not fit to 
run the hazard ol' a second assault, hut delivered uj) the place, 
and with it most of the King’s niagazines and warlike provisions.”*’ 

C c J “ From 

* For a very full and curious accoujii of the siege and surrender of 
Bristol, see Sprigge’s ‘ Kngland's Kecovery,’ p. K7 — I'-’O. “ (joo,” 

says this author, “ to shew the watehlulntsse of Ins I'loviilonce over the 
General and Lieutenant General, brought them into S'^mc danger, and 
delivered them out ef the same graciously, during ihe lime of liie par¬ 
ley; for while they were both sitting on the lop of Pryors iJill Fort 
(which had been taken in the assault) a peece of ordnance was shot thi¬ 
ther from the Casile, and the bullet grazed upon the Fort within two 
hands breadth of them, but did them no hurl at all.” P. 110. 
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“ From Bristol, with a brigade of four regiments/ Cromwell 
flew to the Devizes, and sumiiioned tlie Castle. Tlu; place was 
io strong, tlial Sir Charles Llo_>«l, the governor, returned no 
other answer, than ‘ rtv'« it, and urar it yet, as if nolhiiig was 
defensible against our victorious coniinaudcr, he was soon master 
of this fortress. Then hastening to Winchester, he by llie way 
disarmed and dispersed the Hampshire rioters; and being come 
before the city, he tiled the gate, and enleretl ; made a hreaeh in 
the Castle, wliieli held out, and reduced it to the I’arliaineiit’s 
obedience, lie did the same by the Basing House, which was 
held by the Marquis of Winchester, its owner, and thought to he 
almost impregnable; the Colonels Norton and Harvey, and Sir 
William Waller, having as^aulted it in vain. Langfonl House, 
near Salisbury, was surrcndeied to him at the lirst siuninons : then 
marching beyond Exeter, at Bovey-Tracy be fought Lord Went¬ 
worth, taking 400 horse, and 100 foot, prisoners, with six stan¬ 
dards, one of which was the King’s. Next, joining with Fairtax, 
they, in conjunction, look Dartnioutii by storm ; defeated the 
Lord Hopton at Torrington, and pursued the only remains of a 
royal army into Cornwall, where I’riiice Charles had a body of 
about 5000 horse and 1000 toot; hut, unable to make head 
against the victors, he embarked with several noble persons, and 
lied to the Isles of Scilly. Lord Hopton, who was left to com¬ 
mand the forces, was obliged to disband them ; soon alter which, 
Exeter surrendered, and Cromwell came to Lomiou, where he 
took his place in Parlianient, and recciv<‘d the ht;arly thanks of the 
House for his great and many services.”* 

“ So ended,” says the author of the History of the Life and 
Death of Oliver Cromwell, printed in the Harleian Miscellany, 
“ the first war, with the praises and triumphs of this man-of war, 
adored and worshipped by his parly, who stuck not to blaspheme 
God and his scri)iluies, attributing all those hosannas and 
psalms, and songs of delivciance and victory, to this their cham¬ 
pion ; 

* Kev. of the Life of O. Crom. p.32— 4. Cromw'cll took his scat in 
the House on the twenty third of x\pnl, I04t>. //'/i/tc/oc/ic's Mem. 
p. 207. 
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pion ; ill cfl'ect, making a mere idol of him ; wtiich plianatick re¬ 
ligions veneration ho missed not to improve ; tliough, tor the pre¬ 
sent, he covered his ambition with luodestv and humiiitv, as- 
cribing all things, in a canting wav of exjnession, to the goodness 
and omnipotence of God.” 

During these continued successes of Fairfax and Cromwell, the 
King made various overtures to the Parliament, and offered to 
come in person to Westminster for forty days, to negociate a 
treaty, provided he had a safe conduct for that purpose.* All 
his endeavours, however, jnxrved ineffectual; no confidence was 
reposed in his sincerity, and, ‘ Necessity being then his Coun- 
cellor,’ he determined to trust to die fidi'lity of the Scotch army, 
“ having received very good assurance, (us lie then believed,) that 
himself, and all that did adhere to him, should be safe in their 
persons, honor, and conseiences.”f He therefore quitted Oxford 
in the night, and in tlis^uise ; and arriving at Southwell, in Not¬ 
tinghamshire, the then head-quarters of the Scottish army, which 
was engageil in besieging Newark, he submitted to General 
Lesley. 'I'he alarm which the King’s secret departure had occa¬ 
sioned, may be inferred from the declaration issued by the Parlia¬ 
ment, and proclaimed throughout London, ‘ by beat of drum, 
and sound of trumpet:’ it stated, that “ what person soever shall 
harbour or conceal, or know of the harbouring of the King’s per^ 
son, and shall not reveal it immediately to the Speakers of both 
Houses, shall be jiroceeded against as a Traitor to the Common¬ 
wealth, forfeit his whole estate, and die without mercy.”!; 

C c 4 In 

* “ The King,” says I.udlow, " perceiving judgment to he given 
against him by that power to which liodi parties had made their solemn 
appeal, thought it adviseable to make use ol the (oxes skin, anti for a 
time to lay aside that of the lion,’’ &c. AJciii. p. ti7. 

_ f Dug. from Charles’s Letter to the Marquis of Ormond, ' Short 
yiew,’ &c. p. gos. 


J Whilelocke’s Mem. p. 209, 
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In a few days afterwards, the Scots, having sent nstice to the 
English Parliament of the King’s coming to their army, inarched 
to Newcastle, taking the King with tliem; an event whicli greatly 
tended to the subsequent war between the two countries. Various 
ncgociatioifs were now entered into; and the remainder of the 
year was spent in the intrigues of parties, and in the endeavours 
of the House of Commons to prevail on the Scots to deliver tlic 
King’s person into tlieir liands. At length, after niucli contention, 
“ it came at last,” says Dugdale, “ to a meer money business;” 
and the Scots, for the sum of 400,0001. to be paid to tliem on 
the score of arrears of pay, and other losses, “ the one half in 
hand, upon delivery up of the King,”* agreed to surrender the 
unfortunate Monarch to the Parliament’s Commissioners. This 
was accordingly done in the beginning of February, 1()47 ; and 
Charles was conveyed to llolmby House, in Northamptonshire, 
where he remained till June the fourth, when he was seized at 
midnight, by Colonel Joyce, who acted under secret orders from 
Cromwell, and conveyed to the anny under Fairfax, which then 
lay encainjred about Trijilow Heath, in Cambridgeshire, 

This unexjiected proceeding greatly disconceiled the measures 
of the Parliament, w ho were now contending for mastery with the 
army, the latter “ having begnn professedly to enter into conqie- 
tition with the Parliament, and to claim a share with them in set¬ 
tling the kirgdom. To effect this, they made choice of a number 
of such ofi'iceis as they aj>|)roved, which was called the General’.s 
Council of Oflicers; and three or four out ot each regiment, 
prosily soUliers or corporals, were chosen by the common soldiers, 
and called J^'etators. ’J'b.ese two bodies met sejraralely, and ex¬ 
amined all the acts and orders of Pailiamenl towards settling the 
kingdom, and rclbrming, dividing, or disbanding, the army; and 
after some consultations, they unuuiinously declared that ‘ they 
would not be divided, nor disbanded, till their full arrears were 
paid, and fill full provision was made for liberty of conscience, 
&c.’ They added, that, ‘ as they bad voluntarily taken up armi. 

for 


Dug. Short A'iew, &c. CD I,-232. 
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for the libc’rty and defence of the nation, of which they were a 
part, before tliey laid down liiosc arms, tliey would see all those 
ends provided for.” These measures were principally fomented by 
Cromwell, w*iio had now openly declared in favor of the Inde¬ 
pendents ; though he still pretended to be incensed against the 
insolence of' the soldiery; yet his designs were, not so covertly 
pursued, but that the leading members ot the Presbyterian party 
became suspicious of him, and it was determined to impeach him 
of High Treason the very next lime that he should attend the 
House. It had already been attested, according to Bishop Burnet, 
from the information of Sir Ilarbottlc Grimstoiie, that Cromwell 
had said, ‘ he was sure of the onuy ; but there was another 
body that had more need of purging, naming the House of Com¬ 
mons, and he thought the army only could do that.”* Tim 
Cromwell fervently denied, when the charge was made against 
him, with “ solemn prayer to fJod, allesting his innocence, great 
vehemence, and many tears ; ’t but as soon as he quitted the 
House-, he prepared to set out for the army, and joined it the 
next day. Diigdale, who says he obtained liberty to go to the 
army, by the artifice of jiroft'eriiig bis services to subdue the 
‘ sotikliers refractoriness,’ states also, that “ when he came to the 
rciulcvouz at Triplo-Hcatli, he did not only approve of all that 
they had done, but o|)enly joined with them in all their bold en¬ 
gagements, declarations, remonstrances, and manifestoes; saying 
to some in private, that ‘ now he hud got the King into his hands, 
hr hud the PurliatnciU in his pochct.”l 

I'hoiigli Fairfax had the nominal command of the army, it is 
«*vident that Cromwell, by his runsumniatc address, ami great in¬ 
terest with that (ieneral, was the actual director of all its opera¬ 
tions, His grand design, at this period, apjiears to have been to 
secure his own advancement, by restoring the King by means of 

the 

* Burnet’s Hist, of his own Time, Vol. 1. p. -Ij. 
t Ibid. 

i Short View, &;c. p. 2tt’. from Petf.-Diurnal, p. It3.’3; and Hist, 
iiid. p. 34. 
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the Iiukpcndenfs; thinking timt liiierly of consricnee, and per¬ 
sonal rights, would by that means be better se< ured, than under 
a Presbyterian liierarcliy. To efllect this purpose, it was necessary 
that the Presbyterian interest should be destioyed, or overawed ; 
and soon afterwards, the army, drawing nearer to London, 
charged eleven of the most active Members among the Presbyte¬ 
rians with High Treason. The accused Members immediately 
tied; and from this time, tin'Parliament, though not without mak¬ 
ing several attempts to recover their lost power, may be consider¬ 
ed as generally subservient to the army. 

Had Cbarles learned wisdom from adversity, bis snbseJ|uenl 
niistortiiiu’s would iiexcr ba\i' iiappenei!; (iir in the revobilions 
anil contentions of parlies, tiie peojile still fonini llienisi ivi's <le- 
prived ol' that peace wliicli (;\er\ side preleiitli'd to be laboring to 
accom]»lish. The complete lumii’lialiini ol' the King had, indeed, 
excited a semevsbat popular feeling ui bis laroi ; and during the 
Inmnlls that agitated the nielrojiolis about this time, llie P.irlia- 
liienl bad not only been obliged to ic\oke an oidiiiance, wbiili 
vested the coinniaiid ot the City Militia in (aoiriwcil's t'rii nils, but 
also to vole, that ‘ llic king sliuiiid come fuitbwilh to Loudon, 
and be iniiUd tliillier with honor, lieedoin, and saliiy.’ 'The 
Sitei.kers, liowever, and many of the Members of both Houses, 
of the Independent parly, repaired in baste to the army, com 
plaining (>f the violence that bad been exercised ; atid the army, 
fully sensible of the vantage groumi thus obtained, deelared that 
‘ they would re-eslablisb the Parliament in their full power, or pe¬ 
rish in the alien)})!.’ Nor did tliey fail of their jnoinise ; for 
liiongli the Houses had chosen new .Speakers, and passed several 
votes, according to tlie wishes of the citizens, yet all their jno- 
ceedings were disannulled upon the army’s reaching London ; the 
Members were restored, and every thing selllcrl again as the OlK- 
cers, or rather as Cromwell, who governed all the rest, would 
Jiavc it."* 

Cromwell, in his private arrangements with the King, was ob¬ 
liged to proceed with the greatest caution ; though there cannot 

be 


* Rev. &c. of the Life of O. Crom, p. 98. 
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|)C a donbt bwt tliat be would eventually have accomplUliMl his purr 
pose, if Cliarles could have acted without dissimulation ; “ yet 
the uiiforlunale Monarch, whose mind was unsettled, wavering, 
distrustful, aiW insincere, instead of closing with terms wliich 
could oidy save his crown, his life, atnl the constitution, endea¬ 
voured by arlilice, first to amuse, and then to ruin him. Crom¬ 
well had averred, that ‘ he would serve the King as long as he 
could do it without his <iwn ruin ; but honestly declared, that it 
must not be expected that he would perish for his sake.’ After 
this it was, tliat Oliver discovered the Ring’s insincerity, through 
an intercepted letter to the Queen, in which he said, ‘ he was 
courted by both parties, but would close with those that olfered 
tlic best terins.’'^ This was highly uiigeuerous : but he did worse; 
lie declared, in another letter to her Majesty, tliat ‘ it would be 
easier to take otl’ ('roimvell, when he had agreed w'ith the Parlia- 
ineiit, than now he was at the head of the army.’ All this Oliver 
knew; and proliahly it was upon this occasion that he said, ‘If 
it must he mj head, or the King's, can 1 hesitate which to 
choose ?”f 

That the wavering conduct of the King was a principal cause of 
Cromwell’s liiially deserting him, may be corroborateil by the 
words of Lord Clarendon, who says, tliat “ Cromwell himself 
expostulated with Mr. Ashhurnham. (one of the King’s attendants,) 
and complained that ‘ the King could not be tiusled; that he had 
no affection or contidence in the army, but was jealous of them, 
and ol all the othieis: that hi“ had intrigues in the Parliament, 
and treaties with the I’leshsterians ol the city, to raise new trou¬ 
bles; that he hud a treaty concliulcd with the Scotch Commis¬ 
sioners to engage the nation again in blood ; anil iheietore, that 
be would not be answerable, it any thing fell out amiss, and con¬ 
trary to expectation.” 'i'herc were yet other reasons, which, 

doubtless, 

'* Tills was the famous letter which, in the ‘ Memoirs of the r.ord 
liroghill,’ is said to liavc Ixcn sewed up in tile sklit of a saddle, and 
to have lieen inieret pied hy Cromwell .and heton, disi^uised as troopers, 
•It tlic blue boar Inn, in llulixirn. 

■t- Nobk’s Crom. Vol. 1. p. 1 Id,-1 IT, 
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doubtless, operated most powerfullv on Oliver’s mind. Tlie King 
bad temporized too long ; and the army were so thoroughly per¬ 
suaded of his dissimulation, that it hecanic dangerous to any one 
of them to be considered as his friend. Cromwell felt the hazard 
of his situation; and in a conversation with Sir John Berkley and 
Ashburuham, is stated to have used these worils: “ If I am an 
honest man, I have said enongli of the sincerity of niy intentions ; 
and if I am not, nothing is enough : therefore, 1 conjure you, as 
you lender the King’s service, not to come so frequently to my 
quarters, but to send your business in private; the suspicion of 
me being grown so great, that I am afraid to be in them iny- 
aelf.” 

Soon afterwards, the Council of Agitators declare*! openly, 

* that, since the King hatl rejected tlieir proposals, they were no 
further engaged to him, but were now to consult their own safety, 
and the public good ; and having the power devolved n|)on them 
by rlecision of the sword, and being convinced that Monarchy was 
inconsistent with the good of the nation, they resolved to use their 
utmost endeavours to reduce England to a Cominoinveallh.’ 'I'hey 
also declared against ‘ the longer continuance of the Parliament j 
and required that a new one might be elected by a more equal 
distribution of the counties, cities, and l)orouglis.’ Cromwell was 
now in great alarm, the disaffection had extended even to his own 
regiment; and though, by his daring intrepidity, in seizing several of 
the soldiers who wore the distinguishing colours of their party, and 
condemning oneof them to die,* at the general rendezvous at Ware, 
“ he did for the present quell this spirit in the army, yet so a[>- 
prehensive was he of the secret remains of it, and the conse¬ 
quences that might hence ensue, and so weary was he of treating 
with the King to no purpose, that he soon altered his conduct to 
both parlies, and reconciled himself to the one by abandoning the 
otlier.”t Slioilly 

* Ludlow’s Mem. p. 8C. They were permitted to cast lots, and 
him whose fate it was to die, was shot to death by the others in sight of 
the whole army. 

t Rev. of the Life of O, Crom. p. 101,-102. 
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■ Shortly be/orc the general rendezvous at Ware, the King follow¬ 
ing the advice of Croinwoll,* secretly withdrew from Hampton 
Court, on the evening of November the tenth, and proceeded to 
the Isle of Wight, of which Colonel Hainniond was then Governor. 
Soon after this it was, that Cromwell found himself compelled to 
abandon all intention of serving the King; and having ‘perfected 
his reconciliation’ with the army, he attended a private meeting 
of the General Otliccrs at Windsor, with his son-in-law, Ireton; 
and, after a long consultation, they determined that ‘ the King 
should be prosecuted for his life as a criminal person.’ This rcso- 
Itition, however, was studiously kept secret till the complete pre¬ 
ponderance of the army, in the following year, rendered c<mceal» 
incut no longer necessary .f 

When it was knonn that Charles had sought refuge in the Isle 
of Wight, negociations were again entered into ‘ to settle the king¬ 
dom;' hut they all proved as fruitless as formerly; and on the 
King’s refusal to sign the four famous Bills,! that had been sent to 

him 


" See I.ud'ow’s Mem. p. —91. 

1 I.udlow expresses his belief that ‘ Ireton never intended tn close 
with the King, hut only to lav his party adeep, whilst they were con¬ 
testing with tlie I’resbyteri.sn interest in I’.irlianieiit: and now,’ hecon- 
linucs, ‘ having secured incinselves of the litv, subdued the army, and 
freed themselves from the importunity of the King and his party, they 
betaine willing to quit tncir hands of him, since their transactions with 
liim had procured them so much opposition, and to leave the breach with 
him upon the Parliament ; where they found il.e Presbyterian party 
averse to an agreement with him upon any proposals of the army, and 
the Commonwealth-party resolved not to treat with him upon any at 
Mem. p. 8S,-<J. 

! These were, 1st. An Act for Settling the Militia of the Kingdom; 
5nd. An Act for calling in of ail Declarations, Oaths, and Proclama¬ 
tions, against the Parliamtyit, and those who adhered to them; 3rd. 
An Act to inc.ipacitate those Lords who were made after the Great 
Seal was carried to Oxford from sitting in the House of Peers; and 4th. 
An Act to empower the two Houses to adjourn as they should think 
fit. H'kilelockt's Mem. p. 2S2. 
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him by the Parliament as preliminary to a treaty, it ,was resolved 
by the House of Commons, that ‘ no more addresses or applica¬ 
tions should he niado to the King, nor any message received from, 
or sent to him, without the eoiisenl ol' both lloices, under the 
penalty of High Treason.’ This was only carried alter ‘a debate 
from morning till late at night, and then jirincipally through the 
exertions of Cromwell and Ireton: the former declared, that 
Charles was ‘ so great a dissemhier, and so false a man, that he 
was not to be trusted;’ and, at the conclusion of this speech, is 
said to have placed his hand upon his sword, for the purpose of 
intimidating the opposing party. 

The disputes between tho Parliament and the army srcatly 
strengthened the King's interest; and in the spring and summer of 
this year, 16'4S, risings of the people in his favor took place in 
diftcrent parts of the country; and it was also known that the Scots 
were preparing to assist. Tho first rising in any force, took place 
in Wales, where Colonel Poycr, and other Royalist otlicers, seized 
the Castles of Penihrokc, Tenhy, and Chepstow; and inciea'-ed 
their forces so much, that it was llioiiglit necessary to send t’-roin- 
well himself, with a large body of tioojrs, to reduce them. This 
service he performed w ith his accustomed gallantry and snecess; 
and immediately afterwards, marelhug to the north, lie entirely 
defeated the Duke of Hamilton, and .Sir Mannadiike Laiigdale, 
in two hatlha; the first fought at Preston, in Lancashire; and the 
last near Waniiigton. In these actions, he killed, and made ])ri- 
soners, a imuii greater iiumher Ilian liis whole toree, which con¬ 
sisted only of about 8500 men, whilst that ol' the Seots and Roy¬ 
alists amounted to 21,000. Then pmsniiig his route, he entered 
Scotland itself; and having, by his cautious policy, and good con¬ 
duct, overcome all ojiposilion, he relumed in haste to the Metro¬ 
polis, where his presence was iiincli wanU:d by his friends. 

At this time the Army and the Parliament were at direct va¬ 
riance. After Cromwell’s departure for W’ales, t!ie Preshyterian 
interest had again obtained the preilominance; and repealing tlic 
vote of ‘no addresses,’ had come to the re.soiulion of treating per¬ 
sonally with the King. Even a charge of High Treason had been 

pieferred 
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preferred in tlie House of Commons against Cromwell himself; 
and though not entered into, the proceedings were sufficient to 
convince him of his danger, should his enemies finally prevail. 
Whilst ahsoi^, therefore, he still lahourerl to maintain his influence 
hy means of Ireton and Fairfax; who, with the other officers, 
agreed upon a ‘Rcmoitsir/incc’ to the House of Commons, in which 
they recpiired that ‘ the treaty with the King should he hroken off; 
that delinquents he no more, partially dealt witli; that the King be 
brought to justice, as the ca]>i!al cause of all; that i’rince Cliarle*, 
and the Duke of York, should come in hy a certain day, or he de¬ 
clared traitors; that public justice should be done upon some ca¬ 
pital causers and actors in the war; that the soldiers sliould be 
paid their arrears; and that the pees<“at Parliaiuent should be dis¬ 
solved, after provi.oon had been made for a new one, in which the 
people shouUI he more equally represented.’^ 'I'liis llemonstranee 
was presented on the '20th of November; within a few days after, 
the army sent .Ma jor tieneral Harrison, with a parly of horse, to bring 
tiic King liom the Isle of Wight; and on l(‘arnii)g that the Coin- 
nioiis had pas^erl some votes in full oppodtioii to their wishes, they 
inan hed to London, and placing guards in all the avenues to the 
I’.iihamciit House, .seized torly-onc Meiiihers, aiu! refused admit¬ 
tance to aluml Kit) ollieis. I5y lliis piuccdure, the House wa* 
rcihiced to about 1 .’K) i-'ei sons, many of whom were officers. The 
tollowiug day (Deci inbci tlicjth) Cromv.cl! .irrived from .Scotland, 
and “ lay at Wliileliall, where, and at other places, he declared 
that he had not been acquaiuted with this (iesign; vet since it was 
rloiic lie was glad oi it, and would endeavour to maintain it."t 
'File itroceedings against the King were now urged forward with 
celerity ; “'Flie lemaiaing Members lhal_ sate after this 
>'/rgc, duiuiied all the volt s which the I’reshyterians had made 

either 


* Whi'.el.icke's Mem. p. 3j0. 

i' I.udl'iw’s Mem. p. 105. Dugdale says, tliat tins exclusion of the 
.Members w.is cnix-d ‘ CobnA Pride’s Pur;^-.%' (Short Ylew, he. p. 
dti.l,) that officer having the command of the guard ‘ that attended at 
the Rarliament dour.’' 
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either in reference to the treaty or to their secluded brethren 
and if was soon afterwards moved to proceed capitally against llie 
King; “ whereupon Oliver Cromwell stood up, and said, that ‘ if 
any man moved this u])on design, he should think iiiui the greatest 
Tnvy/^rinthe world; but since Providence and Naissi/j/ had east 
them upon it, be should pray Ood to bless their councils, though 
he was not provided on the sudden to give them counsel.’—!5ut 
not loll!; alter he was; for being a great pretender to Enthusiasinx 
and Revelations, he told them, that, ‘ as he, was jiraying for a 
blessing from God on his undertaking to restore the King to his 
pristine Majesty, his tongue so cleaved to the roof of his mouth, 
that he could not speak one word more; wliii li he took as a re¬ 
turn of prayer, and that God had rejected him from being Kiiig.”t 
On the following day, December the twenty-eighth, an Ordinance 
was brought in for the trial of the King: and on tlie first of Janu¬ 
ary, l6'-f8,-S, it was voted, that, ‘By the fundamental laws of 
this realm, it is Treason for the King of England, for the time be¬ 
ing, to levy war against the rarliament and Kingdom.’ t)n the 
next day, the Ordinance, and the declaratory vote, w'cre carried to 
the Lords, who refused to agree to either, and ailjoiirned for ten 
days: on which the Coinnions determined to proceed without their 
' concurrence; and on the fourth of January, they resolved, that ‘ the 
People, underGml, aretheoriginalof all Just power; that theCom- 
mons of England, assembled in Parliament, being chosen by, and re¬ 
presenting the People, have the supreme authority of this nation; 
and that, whatsoever is enacted anrl declared for law, by the Com¬ 
mons in Parliament, hath the force of law ; and all the jieojile of 
this nation are included thereby; although the consent atid con¬ 
currence of the King and House of Peers be not had thereunto.' 
Two days afterwards, the Ordinance for the King’s trial was passed; 
a special provison being inseited, ‘ in case the King should rcluse 
to plead to the charge against him.’ 

On the eighth of January, the ‘ High Court of Justice’ assem¬ 
bled in the Painted Chamber; and all the necessary arrangements 

beiiii; 


* Dug. Short View, p. 3t'j. 


f Ibid. p. SOS. 
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being made, • removed, on tlie twentieth, to Westminster Hall, 
which had been properly fitted up for the trial. The King, who 
bad been removed from Windsor Castle to St. James’s, and thence 
to Sir Robert Cotton’s house, was now placed at the bar, but re¬ 
fusing to acknowledge the legal jurisdiction of the Court during 
that and the two following days, the Court adjourned to the 
Painted Chamber, and proceeded to hear witnesses on the charge 
of ‘ traitorously levying war against the people.’ On the twenty- 
seventh the Court re-assumed its sittings in Westminster Hall, and 
the King being again brought up, was sentenced to ‘ be put to 
death, as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and public enemy, by the 
severing of his head from his body.’ Three days afterwards (Ja- 
imary the thirtieth) this sentence was fully executed, on a scaffold 
erected in the street before Whitehall; the King submitting to his 
tad fate, with exemplary and truly Christian fortitude.* His whole 
deportment, indeed, during this last solemn act of his eventful 
life, was dignified and heroic; and it is not imjirobable, that, had 
he bent to the jiressnre he could not controul, and snlfered his 
trial to jiroccod, by acknowledging the authority of the Court, 
the ]) 0 )ndar voice would have turned so strongly in his favor, 
that even Cromwell would have judged if exjx'dicnt to have pre¬ 
served his life. Once, and only once, he appears to have waver¬ 
ed; this was on the morning of passing sentence, when be earnest¬ 
ly jiropoM’d, that, ‘ in regard he had somelbing to say for the 
peace of the kingdom, and liberty of the subject, he might be 
heard before the Lords and Commons in the Painted Chamber.” 
Rut his recpiesl, after an ‘ hour’s debate,’ was over-ruled, as tend¬ 
ing to delay; and though liberty was given him to speak in open 
Court, he then deelareil, ‘ he had nothing more to say.’ Wel- 
W'ood says,t that “ it is probable be meant to bar e resigned his 

Voi., Vll, April, 18US. D d * Crown; 

’* “At this scene were many sighs, and weeping eves; and divers 
strove to dip their handkcrcluets iu his blood.” 

Il'liitetockc's Mem. p. 370. 

t Memoirs, p. lOt. Ludlow says that “he was informed the King 
meant to prop. se his own resignation, and the admission of liis son to 
the Throne, upon such terms as should have been agiccd upon.” 

Mem. p. t08. 
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Crown; which his enemies Iiaving some intimation,of, and fear- 
ing it might be accepted, they were the more forward to proceed 
to sentence and execution."* 

The requisite measures were now taken to settle the government 
in a Commonwealth; and on the sixth of February it was voted 
by the Commons, that ‘ the House of Peers in Parliament is use¬ 
less and dangerous, and ought to be abolished.’ On the following 
day, they resolved, that ‘ it hath been found by experience, and 
this House doth declare, that the ollicc of a King in this nation, 
aud to have the power thereof in any single jrerson, is uniiecessarv, 
burthensome, and dangerous to the liberty, safety, and public in¬ 
terest of the jicople, aud therefore ought to be aholisiied ; and that 
an Act be brought in for that j)urpose.’ A Council of State, consist- 


* IIow greatly the influence of Cromwell was supposed to be deci¬ 
sive cf the King's fate, m.ay be illustrated by the following particulars, 
given by Noble from the Flagellum, and other Jjves of the Protector. 
“ Colonel John CroinvscH, third son of Sir Oliver Cromwell, of Ilin- 
chinbrook, happening to be in England whilst his Sovereign, Charles 
the First, was a prisoner to the I’arliament’s army, and hearing his rela¬ 
tion Oliver (afterwards Lord Protector) sav, ‘ 1 think the King the 
most injured Prince in the world ; but this,’ placing bis hand upon his 
sword, ‘ shall right him he supposed that his zeal was real, and there¬ 
fore expressed himself satisfied that it was impossible for him to go those 
lengths which many others wished to do : for these reasons, when the 
unfortunate, misguided Monarch was condemned to die. and the Princes 
of Wales and Orange, taking vast pains to save him, or at least to stay 
the execution, sent over such relations of the leading men in the army, 
as they thought could influence them, they applied to him, and he ve¬ 
ry readily undertook the.task, with the greatest expectation of succeed¬ 
ing in so desirable a business. W'’herefore, taking credential letters 
from the States of Holland, with letters with the King’s and Prince of 
W'ales’s own signet, and contirmed by the States, otfering Oliver his 
own terms, in case he would prevent the fatal sentence from being car¬ 
ried into execution, he hastened to England. 

“He found his cousin Oliver, the Lieutenant General, at liomc; 
but it was with difficulty he gained admittance, as he kept his chamber, 
and ordered himself to be denied. Upon his introduction to Oliver, 
after the usual compliments between relations, he began to mention 
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ing of forty persons, of whom Cromwell was one, was soon afterwards 
appointed to administer the laws; and it was ordered that all writs, 
which formerly run in the King’s name, should henceforth be issued 
in the names of ‘ the Keepers of the Liberty of England.’ To 
these resolutions validity was subsequently given by specific Acts; 
and it was made ‘ High Treason for any Person to endeavour to 
promote Cliarles Stuart to be King of England, or any other sin¬ 
gle Person to be Chief Governor thereof.’ Among other things 
also constituted High 'Freason, was for ‘ any Soldier to contrive the 
death of their General, or Lieutenant General; or endeavour to 
raise mutinies in the army:’ this is thought to have been done the 
niore efl'ectually to ensure the safety of Oliver. 

Notwithstanding these laws, Prince Charles was proclaimed 
King both in Scotland and in Ireland; in the latter country, in- 

D d 2 * deed, 

’ the horrid crime intended to be commitled ; and, after a very free 
harrangue upon its atrocity, the indelible stain it would be to the nation, 
and in what a light it was beheld upon the Continent; adding, that, 
of all men living, he thought he would never have any hand in it, who, 
n his liearing, had protested so much to the KingOliver replied, 

' it was not him, but the army ; and though he did once say some such 
vords, yet now times were altered, and Providence seemed to order 
hings otherwise adding, that ‘ he had prayed and fasted for the King, 
tut no return that way was yet made to him.’ llpon which the Colo- 
lel stepped back a little, and hastily sliiit the door, which made Oliver 
uppose he was going to be assassinated ; but the other taking out his 
apers, said to him, ‘ Cousin, this is no time to trifle with words; See 
ere 1 it is now in your own power not only to make yourself, but your 
miily, relations, and posterity, happy and hoq^irable for ever; oiher- 
'ise, as they have changed their name before from \\ illianis to C’roni- 
'ell, so now they must be forced to change it again ; for this fact will 
ring sucli an ignominy upon the whole gencation of them, as no time 
ill be able to eil'ace.’ After a pause, Oliver said, ‘Cousin, 1 desire 
lu will give me till night to cons'der of it; but do v ju go to your owa 
n, and not to bed, till you hear from me.’ 'I'he Colonel retired; 
id at one o’clock in the morning, he received a message, informing 
in, that ‘he might go to rest, and expect no other answer to carry 
the Prince, for the Council of Officers had.been seeking God, as he 
d also done, and it was resolved by them all, that the King must diel’’ 

AoWf's Crom. i'ol. I. p. 50—62 
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deed, the Parliament’s authority liad never heen generally acknow¬ 
ledged, and Londonderry and Uul)lin were now the only places that 
held out for them. Dublin itself was closely besieged by the Marquis 
of Ormond, and in considerable danger; but tlie unsettled state 
of atfairs at home, ha<l hitherto prevented the sending of reinforce¬ 
ments. At length, tlic necessity becoming imminent, it was de¬ 
termined by lot,* what particular regiments should be employed ; 
and the command was given to Cromwell, who professed that 
‘ the difticulty v^hich appeared in the expedition, was his chief mo¬ 
tive for engaging in it; and that he hardly expected to prevail over 
the rebels, but only to preserve to the Commonwealth some foot¬ 
ing in that kingdom.’ His commission, which passed the Great 
Seal on the twenty-second of .lime, gave him ‘ the command of 
all the tbrees that should be sent into Ireland, and invested hint 
with the office of Lord Governor of that kingdom for three years, 
with full powers in all affairs both civil and military.’ 

Cromwell, with his usual energy, immediately |>reparcd every thing 
for his departure, and leaving London in great slate on the tenth of 
Juty,l joined the army at Milford Haven, which place had been 
appointed for the general rendezvous. His first care was to dis¬ 
patch three regiments for the relief of Dublin; and with the assist¬ 
ance of these, the gallant Colonel Jones, who was Governor there, 
entirely routed the besieging army. Soon afterwards Cromwell 
went over in person, and advancing against Tredagh, or Drog¬ 
heda, took it by assault in a few days, and most of the garrison, 
which consisted of ojOO foot, and SCO horse, were put to the 
sword; or, to use the words of the time, ‘ sacrificed to the manes 

of 


* Whitelocke’s Mem. p. 381. The lots were drawn out of a hat 
by a child. 

f “ At his setting out, he was drawn in a coach with six horses, and 
attended by many Members of the Parliament and Council of Stale, 
with the chief of the army ; his life-guard consisting of eighty men, who 
had formerly been commanders, all bravely mounted and accoutered, 
both them and their servants.” Kev. of the Life ot O. Crom. p. 41 ). 
in the same work is given a very interesting summary of the victories 
of Cromwell in Ireland, See. p. 41—52. 
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of the massacred English.’ The slomiiiig party was at first re¬ 
pulsed; hut Oliver led on the reserve himself, and bravely iiiouiit- 
ing the breach at their head, overpowered all o))posilioii. 

The severity exercised at Tredagh le<l to the iiiimediate surren¬ 
der of many other places; and many more were delivered up after 
a slight resistance. 'I'hose that yet held out, were almost all car¬ 
ried by assault; a mode of attack to which Cromwell appears to 
have been particularly partial. One of the last places that was 
thus taken was Clonmell, which was defended by the famous 
O’Neal, with a garrison ot'‘2000 toot and I'.’O Jiorse. During the 
siege, the noted Hishop of lloss, ‘ who was advancing to relieve the 
town, was defeated by the l.ord Ihoghill; and afterwanis hanged 
before, the walls of one of his own Castles, in retaUatiou of his 
cruellies, it being his common expreMion, that “ there was no 
way of curing the English but by hanging them.”* The storming 
of Clonmell lasted l'oi\r hours, and was suppose<l to be the hottest 
ever known of so long a couliimaiice.t Hut v<ay lew places were 
now unredured; and Cromwell liaviiig been sent for by the Par¬ 
liament, eonstituled Irelou Eord Deputy, and letunicd to London, 
where he was received with every tlemonstralioii of joy, and had 
the thanks of the flouse for his great and faithful services. His 
continimnce in Ireland was only nine months, in wliich time, as 
lias been Justly observed, ‘he pertbrmed more llian any Sovereign 
of England hud been able to do in a much greater number of 
years.’ 

The preparations making by the Scots to invade this country, 
was the cause ot Oliver’s being reeallcil I'rom Ireland: the magni¬ 
tude of the danger was Ihonght to deinaml an otlieer of his expe¬ 
rience; and within a month after his return* on the refu.sal of the 
Lord-Oeneral Fairfax to march with the army into Scotland, he 
was appointed ‘ Cajitain Oeiieral in Chief of all the forces raised, 
and to he raised, by authority of Parliament, within the Conimou ■ 
wealth of England.’ 'I’liis appointment was made on the twenty- 
sixth of June, lUaO; the Lord Fairfax having laid down his com¬ 
mission on the preceding day, llnough ‘ scruples of conscience,’ 

D d 3 * Hie 

• Whiltlotke's Mem, p. 410. f Ibid. p. 441. 
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the design of carrying tlic war into Scotland before riie Scots had 
more openly avowed their intentions, not seeming to him to be 
lawful.* On the twenty-ninth, Cromwell commenced bis march 
northwards; and about four weeks afterwards, he entered Scot¬ 
land, where Charles the Second, who had taken the Covenant, 
and ‘ given satisfaction to the Scots in alt things they desired of 
him,' was then busily engaged in raising forces to invade England. 

Cromwell began his measures by enforcing the most strict dis¬ 
cipline in his own army; it having been iiulustriously reported 
among the Scots, that ‘ the English intended to cut the throats of 
ail between sixty and sixteen years of age; cut oil’ the right hands 
of the youths under sixteen, and above six years old; burn the 
women’s breasts with hot irons, and destroy all before ihem.’t 
He also ordered proclamation to be made, ‘ llial none, on pain of 
death, should ofl'er violence to the |)ersons or etfects of any in 
Scotland, not found in arms; or straggle half a mile from their 
quarters, without special license.’ This prudent conduct proved 
of great service; tor so strong an im|)ression had been made of 
the expected cruelties, that scarcely a Scotclmiiin was to be seen 
under sixty years of age, and but very few women and children: 

ill 


* “ The Council of Stale,” says Whitelocke, “ somewhat troubled 
at his Excellency’s scruples, appointed Cromwell, Lambert, Harrison, 
St. John, and Whilclotke, a Committee to confer hereupon with Fair¬ 
fax, and to endeavour to satisfy him of the justice and lawfulness of 
this undertaking. 'J he Committee met with the Lieutenant General 
Fairfax; and being shut up together in a room in Whitehall, they went 
first to prayer, that God would direct them in this business; and Crom¬ 
well begun, and most of the Committee prayed, after which they dis¬ 
coursed to this elfect.”—V\ hiltlocke then gives the particulars of the 
conference, and adds, that “ none of the Committee were so earnest 
to persuade the General to continue his commission, as Cromwell and 
the soldiers; yet there was cause enough to believe that they did not 
over much desire it.” Memorials, p. 4 i4—44 1 >. 


+ Ibid. p. 451. 
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ill Ihcir whole ‘ iimrcli from Berwick to Edinburgh, the army did 
not meet witii ten men.’* 

The Scoitijli forces were commaiuled by Lieutenant (Jeneral 
Lesley, but under the ilirecliou of a Committee of States. This 
wary officer stood on the defensive: and Cromwell being unable 
to provoke him to leave his entrcnehnicnts, and in great distress 
for provisions, ‘to refresh his wearied soldiers, who had had 
nothing but bread and water for six days before,’ drew off towards 
Muscleboroiigli. On his retreat, his rear guard was attacked twice, 
but the Scots were both times repulsed, with considerable loss. 
Having obtained supplies at Dunbar, he again advaiicetl; yet all 
his eliorls were iuadeiiuate to imlute the cautious I.»;sley to fight, 
unless under great and evident advantages ;t and the eiilire mouth 
of August was spent in Irnilless stratagems to bring him to action. 
Hard duty, scanty fare, and the rigour of the weather, had now 
rendered the English army very sickly, and Cromwell was again 
compeiletl to fall hack to Dunbar, in search of fresh sn))plies. His 
retreat was harnissed by the Scots, who followed him with their 
whole force, w'hich, according to their own statement, consisted 
of C7,00(1 In Use and foot, (other accounts say 00,000,) whilst the 
English scarcely amounted to |g’,000: they had also seemed the 
strong pass of Cobersjiath, which prevented Cromwell from re- 
ceixing any aid from Berwick, so that his situation became more 
perilous every hour.J In these distressful circumstances, Oliver 

D d -1 * performed 

' ’I’liis effect, hoxvcx’Cr, was partly produced bv an order of the 
iStaics of Scutland, wlio declared, that ‘all who did nwt remove should 
have their goods sequestered, and be declared enemies.’ 

f The enemy, says Whinlocke, "kept close between lidenhurgh 
and Jjeith, having a trench before them, and a river bchiiul liiein, and 
X strong Castle on the one hand, and a strung garrison town on the 
ither hand; and it was impossible to fall upon them without the appa- 
ent ha^ard of the whole army.’’ Mem. p. 

J Before the battle, " the English were in a sad posture; very many 
if their men sick, and wanting provisions; the enemy having made up 
he passes before them; the whole Scots army on the right hand, and 
tie sea on the left, and the whole nation of Scotland behind them.” 

If hilelocke's Mem. p. 450, 
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performed every duty of a great CJcncral; and calling a council of 
war, determined, after some debate, to attaek tlie Scots on the 
following morning, although ‘ they hovered upon the adjacent 
hills like a thick cloud, menacing nothing but ruin and destruction.* 
The enemy had come to a similar resolution in regard to the 
English, but much against the wish of Lc'sley, and other officers, 
who, fully conscious of the advantages tliey had obtained by delay, 
would still have procrastinated the attack, till their vast superiority 
had become c\'cn yet more decided: some of tliem, indeed, as if 
under a presentiment of what might arise from the efforts of des¬ 
peration, advised ‘ to make rather a bridge of gold for the English 
to pass home.’* Tlie (’ommittee of States, liowever, and the 
Ministers in the Scottish army, were loo sanguine of victory to de¬ 
lay the conflict; and believing that the ‘army of the Sectaries,’ as 
they insultingly called the English, would be an easy conejuest, 
they urged to battle. 

On the morning of the thiril of Se{)lember, about an hour l>c- 
fore day-break, Cromwell put his troops in molion.t The preced¬ 
ing night had been dieadfully tempestuous and wet, and the ‘ Lord 
General took more than ordinary care of hiniselt and his army: 
he refreshed his men in the town, and paid especial attention to 
securing his match-locks against the weather, whilst his enemies 
neglected tlieirs.’ During the night, the Scots advanced ; but be¬ 
fore they could be put in complete order, Cromwell liad engaged 
the horse of their right wing, and, after a short but se\ere strug¬ 
gle, made them retire upon their own foot. This threw them 

into 


• U'hitelocke's Mem. p. 455. 

f Before this, as appears from Bishop Burnet, Cromwell had assem¬ 
bled his officers to ‘ seek the Lord,’ as they termed it, ‘in prayer:’ 
after which, he • bade all about him take heart, for God had certainly 
beaid them, and would appear for them.’ After piayer, “ they walk¬ 
ed in the Earl of lloxburgh’s gardens, that lay under the hill, and by 
perspective glasses they discerned a great motion in the Scoitish camp; 
upon which, Cromwell said, ‘ God is delivering them into our hands, 
they are coming down to us.” Hut. Vol. 1, p. 54. 
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into confusion, and Oliver jirofited hy it, so as to render the ac¬ 
tion f'encral witli their whole van, which, after an hour’s sliarp 
fifjlitinf:, was forced to retreat up the hill from whence they had 
rlescended ni full confidence of viclory. Their rear, pressed on 
by the, routed body, was s'.ruck with panic, and immediately fled, 
with .such “ precipitation and disorder, that few of them ventured 
to look behind Iherii fill they arrived at Edinburgh.”'" Upwards 
of 4000 Scots were killed, and more than 10,000 made pri¬ 
soners, with 140 Chief Otliiers, among whom were many persons 
of distinction and eminence : all the artillery, anitnuuition, and 
baggage, was also taken, together with 200 colours ; the loss on 
the part of the English hardly amounted to 300 men. Soon after 
the battle, Cromwell sent Colonel Lambert to secure Edinburgh 
and Leith, of both which he look possession on the same day. 
The Castle of Edinburgh, which, in the hiuguage of the times, 

‘ gloried in its virginity,’ it having never yv t been taken, still re¬ 
mained in the hands of the Scots; but Cromwell, after a three 
mouths siege, had the honor of reducing it. Tiiis appeared so 
extraordinary, from the almost impregnable situation ot’ the for¬ 
tress, that many aflirmed Oliver ‘ took it oidy by silver bullets 
a re))urt which dues not seem to have had the least origin in 
truth. 

CromweH’s mililary labours were not yet at an end. The Scots 
began to form a new army in the neighbourhood of Stirling and 
Aberdeen; ami on the first of January, ](k) 1, they solemnly 
crowned the King at Scone; a ceremony that had hillierto been 
delayed, that he might ha\e sutbeient time ' to humbl(‘ him.sclf 
for his father’s sii'.s, amt his own tran.sgrcssjoiis.' In order to raise 
a powerful army, ail persons were now liidiscriminalely admitted, 
and great numhers lloeked, in conse(|neiice, to the King’s stan¬ 
dard. 

Cromwell lost no lime in preparing for the coming storm ;t and 
as soon as the weather seemed sufficiently open, he began his 

march 


* l.udlow's Mem. p. rJ7. 


t In the beginning of Febiiiary, Cromwell ordered an attempt to be 
made on itume Castle, and Colonel FcnVvick summoned it in uis name. 

'I'he 
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march northwards towards the King’s liead quarters; hut, !>>' ‘ rea¬ 
son of the extreani snow and storms, was obliged to return to 
Edinburgh.’ Immediately afterwards he fell sick, and continued 
indisposed, and sometimes dangerously ill, during the tour ensuing 
mouths; his sickness terminating in an ague, 'flie goodness of 
his constitution, and the advice of two eminent physicians, whom 
the Parliament had sent to him from London, at length restored 
iiim to health, and he again took the held. ’Phe Scots had hy 
this time assembled an army of from i;(),0l)0 to 30,000 men: 
this large body was commanded by the King in person ; under 
liim Duke Hamilton was made Lieutenant General; David Lesley, 
Major General; Middleton, Major General of Horse; and 
Massey, General of the English. Cronmell exerted himself to 
bring the Royalists to action; but they either eluded his ertbrts, 
or entrenched themselves so strongly, that he could not risk an at¬ 
tack without evident destruction. He next attempted to cut off 
llieir supplies from Fife; and so alarmed them by the successes of 
his detachments, that they quitted their tbrliticd canq) at Torwood 
in such haste as to abandon their sick, and leave behind them a 
large quantity of military stores. Retreating to Stirling Park, 
they occupied another jrosition of great stiength, and Cromwell 
still found all his endeavours to force them to give battle inetfec- 
tual. He therefore resolved to carry on the war in Fife; and 
crossing the Forth with the greatest part of his army, comjrelled 
St, John’s Town to surrender in one day, though the Lord Dufl'iis 

had 

The Governor replied, that ‘ he knew not Cromwell; and for his 
Castle, it was built upon a {ock : soon afterwards he seiii a letter with 
'these words. 

1 William of the Wastle 

Am now in my Castle, 

And awe ttie dogs in llie town 

Shand garre me gang down. 

Within a few days, however, a breach being made in the walls, and 
every thing ready for a storm, he beat a parley, and surrendered upon 
promise of quarter for life, the Colonel refusing to accede to any other 
terms. tVhildockc’s Mcm.p. 464, 
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had entered it but tlie day before uitli 1300 men. This success 
threw the King into much |)crple\ity, as lie could no longer draw 
supplies from the ilighlands; and lie at length took the desperate 
resolution of advancing into England, conceiving strong hopes that 
his friends wouhl join him in sutlicient force to secure him from 
all danger, in the event of Cromwell’s overtaking him, which he 
knew could not be done for several days, as he had considerably 
the start of that (Jeneral. He accordingly entered England on 
the sixth of August, by the way of Carlisle, and marched to¬ 
wards Cheshire and Lancashire, from which counties he expected 
considerable aid. 

This sudden irruption greatly alarmed the Parliament, who or¬ 
dered out most of the militia, and directed new levies to be 
raised ; they also rleclared it High Treason for ‘ any person to 
hold correspondence with Charles Stuart, or any of his party; or 
to give them any encouragement or assistance.’ Cromwell himself 
was not without his share of alarm ; though he assured the Par¬ 
liament by letter, that ‘ he would overtake the enemy, and give 
a good account of them, before they came near London.’ He 
therefore tlisjiatched Major (ieuerdl Lambert, with a body of 800 
horse, to iuiperle the King’s march ; anti leaving Lieutenant fiene- 
ral Monk with a strong parly to command in Scotland, hastened 
into England with the remainder of his army. Lambert was 
bravely seconded by Major General Harrison, who had collected 
about 4000 horse ai;d loot, and was of great sertite in harras-sing 
the King’s line, and preventing the junction of small parties. The 
passage of Wariington Biidge, in Cheshire, vtas sharply contested 
with the King by these officers, whose *l()rees were hourly in¬ 
creased by detacbments of militia ; but he at length carried it, 
and proceeded v\ith great expedition to M'orccsier, where he de¬ 
termined to await the coming of the foe. In the mean time, the 
brave Earl of Dei by, who was the only person that made any 
considerable efl'ort to support the King, was totally defeated at 
Wigan, in Lancashire, by Colonel Lilhurn ; and the Earl himself, 
with only thirty horse out of 1300, did not get to Worcester 
without great ditlicnltv. 


About 
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About the end of August Cromwell arrived in the iieigbbour- 
liood of Worcester; and luivitig united liis forces to tliose ot 
rieetwood, Desborougb, Laiubcrt, and Harrison, iniineriialely 
began to make preparations for attacking tlie King, whose horse 
were eiicainpetl between Worcester and tlie Malvern Hills, and his 
foot quartered witliiu the city, which had been strengthened by 
new works. AtU-r several tierce skirmishes, in which Lambert 
and Fleetwood displayed the greatest bravery and good conduct, 
the Scots were ilriven iVom most of llieir out-posts into Worcester 
itself. The decisive battle was fought on the third of September. 
Fleetwood bad been tirsl engaged ; and Cromwell sent a delaeb- 
nicnt across the Severn to support liiin, by the assistance ol'which 
he compelled the Scots to give ground. Whilst this was acting, 
the Royalists made an uiie\])eetid and gallant attack on Cromwell 
and Lambert’s own quarters; and, at lirsi, with such success, 
that the General’s lil’o guard was obliged to fall hack ; and even 
bis cannon wcic, for a time, in the possession ol'ihe King’s party. 
Alter a hard struggle, however, Cromwell became victorious; the 
Scots were completely rouUd ; and their loot tailing hack upon 
the city, were so r losely pursucti, that very few escaped being 
cither slaughtered, or made prisoners.’ 'I’be King liiniself was 
forced to fly ; with great diflieulty he made his way through .St. 
Martin’s Gate, accompanied by about sixty noblemen and gentlo- 
meu, from whom be was compelled to separate the next day ; 
and, after assuming various disguises, beeoining literally, a fugi¬ 
tive and a wanderer during live weeks, be thought liiniself biglily 

fortunate 

** " As soon as the Lord General had I ireed his way through Sudliurv 
gate, whilst his party was slaying all they met with, he wiih some re¬ 
giments ran up to the Fort-Royal, commanded by Colonel Drummond ; 
and being just about to storm, he iirst ventured, through whole sliowers 
of shot, to olTer the Scots quarter, if they would presently submit, and 
deliver up the Fort; which tliey refusing, he soon reduced it by force, 
and without mercy put them all to the sword, to the number of liOO 
men. In the mean time, very considerable parties were sent after the 
flying enemy, and the country every where rose upon them.” lire, of 
f/ie m'c qt 0. Crom. p. 7U. 
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fortunate in being able to escajK; to France from the coast of 
Sussex. 

Ill the letters sent by Cromwell to the Parliament, he says, 
This battle was fought with various success for some liours, but 
still hopeful on your part, ami in the eml became an absolute 
victory, and as full a one, as jiroved a total defeat and ruin of the 
enemies army, and possession of the town ; our men entering at 
the enemies heels, and fighting with them in the streets with very 
great courage, took all their baggage and artillery. What lh« 
slain are, I can give you no account, because we have not taken 
an CAact view : but they are very many, and must needs be so, 
because the dispute was long, a^id very near at hand, and often 
at push of pike, ami from one defence to another. Their army 
Was about U),0(!() strong, and I'ou.glit ours on Worcester side Se- 
serne, almost with their whole ; whilst we had engaged half our 
amiy on the other side, though with parties of theirs. Indeed, 
it was a stiff business, yet 1 do not think we have lost JOO men." 
In the same letter, Oliver employed a most remarkable sentence; 
which, though it has hemi much coimnented on, was probably 
never intended liy the vMiter to have any covert allusion. “ The 
dimensions of this mercy," he conlinuc.s, “ are above mv thoughts; 
it is, tor alight I knoie, a eroicii/ng mnxy.'’ These words liave 
been siipjio-cd to indicate, that liis serro! aspiriiig to the throne 
was ol' long conlinuanre ; iind Ludlow expiessly lemarks, that, 
“ after this Jielion, he t>)ok upon him a more stately behaviour, 
and chose new Irieiids."^ In aneUlier part of his Memoirs, lie 
says, that Cromwell's ‘‘ pernicious intentions did not discover 
tlieinsehes ojieiily till alter the battle of M'oreester, which, in 
OIK' of his letters to Parliaiueiit, he called ‘ the Crowning Vic¬ 
tory.’ .At the .same time, when he dismissed the militia, who had 
most readily oftbred Ihemsebes to ser\e tlie Coiniiionwealth 
again.sl the Scots, he did it with anger or coniem|>1, which was all 
the aeknowledginciit they loiild olilain Irom him for their service 
and allet tion to the ])ui)lic cause. In a word, so nmch was he 
elevated with that success, that Mr. Ilugli Peters, as he since 

told 


Memoirs, p. lit. 
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told mr, took so much notice of it, as to say, •« conscfjuence, to 
a friend upon the road, as lie returned from Worcester, that 
* Cromwell would niake himself King.”* 

The Parliament's army consisted of upwards of 30,000 men ; a 
force which enabled them to send large bodies in every direction 
after the routed troops, so that very few of the entire Scottish 
array could elude the pursuit; more than 10,()00 were made pri¬ 
soners, among whom were Duke Ilaniiltoii; the Earls of Digby, 
Lauderdale, Rothes, Carnworth, Kelly, ;uid Cleveland ; the (ie- 
nerals Lesley and Massey, and upwards of O'OO other olficcrs : 
tlic King’s standard was also taken, and 158 colours. 

Cromwell “ having given this deadly blow to all the King’s 
party, stai<l no longer at Worcester, than to see the walls of it 
levelled with the ground, and the dikes tilled with earth, thereby 
to curb the disafl'cetion of the inhabitants. This done, he marched 
up in a triumphant manner to London. Beyond Aylesbury he 
was met by four Commissioners Ifoni the Parliament, u ho had 
been purjiosely sent to pay him all the marks of honor and es¬ 
teem. When he came to Acton, he was solemnly met by the 
Speaker, and the rest of the Members, and the Council of .State j 
and soon after by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Slierift's, and 
many |>ersons of quality, with the militia, and niiiltitmles of peo¬ 
ple, who welcomed him with loud slionts ami acclamations, and 
several vollics of great and small shot. Whitelocke says, he car¬ 
ried himself with great allability, and seeming humility ; and in 
all his discourses about the business of Worcester, would .seldom 
meiition any thing of himself, but tlie gallaiifry of the ollicer* 
and soldiers, and ga\« all the glory of tlic action unto G()il.”t 
On the sixteenth of September be took his seat, and received the 
thanks of the House for bis ciniiicnt services; on the same day 
he, and his principal oHicors, were feasted in the City with all pos¬ 
sible niagnilicencc. Shortly afterwards, the Aniiiicrsary of the 
day of the battle was ordered to be soleniiily kept for ever 

througliuut 


• Memoir', p. 170. 

+ Rev. of the L'C of O. Cr tm. p. 81—3. 
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tl!rougliout*tlie three khigdonis, and an annual pension of 40001. 
in addition to 2.5001. a-year formerly granted, was voted to him 
by the Parliament.* 

The extended period to which the House had continued its 
meetings, began now to be very generally complained of by the 
|>eople ; and it was at length voted, that ‘ it was convenient to de¬ 
clare a certain time for the continuance of this Parliament, beyond 
which it should not sitand two days afterwards it was resolved, 
that ‘ that time shall be the thirtl day of November, l6.54.’t This 
protracted <lay, however, gave little satisfaction; and Cromwell, 
early in the following month, (December, l6'.5l,) invited the prin¬ 
cipal Members of Parliament, and chief othcers of the army, to 
hold a meeting at the Speaker's house, that, ‘ as tlie old King was 
dead, and his son detcated,’ ‘ they might together consider and 
advise of « hat was necessary to be done to come to a Settlement 
of the Nation.’l In the coiilerence, Oliver stated, that the ‘ right 
point’ to be considered was, ‘ whether a Ilepuhlic, or a niixt Mo¬ 
narchical (ioveriimcnt, will he best to be settled ; and if any tiling 
Monarchical, then in whom tliiit power shall be placed ?’ After 
a long riehalc, in which (Jroninell di.sjdayed much address, and 
declared Ins own opinion to be t<)r • a settlement, willi somewhat 
ol monarchical power in it,' I lie company parted, savs White- 
locke,§ “ without coming to any result at all ; and Cromwell dis¬ 
covered 

* I'he f'i’ccs wh c!i Croinwc!! hail ci't in Scotland under l.'cutcnant 
Cjciicral Monk, were very succet.sful, and in a s'nort time the whole of 
that kingdom was reduced t.i the ohcd’Cnre of the I'inglish Parliament. 
Ireland also, hy tiie indefatigalile exertions of ll^^('.), (who died of the 
J'lagiie in Noveinher, Kijl,) and afterwatus of Ludiovv and Kleetwood, 
was completely hroiiglit under suhjeciion ; tiuugli not till nmltitudes of 
i'S inhalntanis had been put to tlie snord, and many thousands more 
transported to distant countries. 'I'hc Mes ol Jersey and Man, with the 
more distant ones of Oikney, Shetl.md, and l{iihHd«es, aNo submitted 
tu the Commonwealth, whose autlioiuy was thus est.ibiished through 
the whole ol the British dominions. 

h Uliiielocke, p.'1S!),.4,P0. 

§ Ibid, p, 49.'. 


; Ibid. p. 4 hi. 
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covered by this meeting, the inclinations of tlio persons•!hat spake, 
for whicli he fished, and made use of what he then discerned." 
It api'rears from the same author, that the ‘ soldiers were generally 
for a ))ure republic, the lawyers for a niivt nionarchy, and many 
for the Duke of Glocestcr to he made King.’" 

There can be no doubt but that Cromwell bad now conceived 
the idea of attaining the Sovereignty; though the issue of this 
conference convinced him that the time was not yet arrixed in 
which he could disclose his views with safety. Ludlow intimates, 
that tlie ‘ Act of General Pardon and Amnesty,’ w hich passed on 
the first of March, lOij'..’, was chiefly carried through his particu¬ 
lar importunities, “ that so he might fortify himself, by the addi¬ 
tion of new friends, for the carrying on of his designs."t Whe¬ 
ther this be true or not, it is certain that Oliver was now taking 
every possible slej), consistently with his own security, that could 
ieajd to the Throne ; for though the whole inilitarv power was in 
his bands, and the civil adininislration almost entirely ninler his 
influence, his ambition ascended yet higher ; and the “ confused 
state of the [..egislature, while it a|speared like a body without a 
head, gave him, at least, a |)lausiiile excuse for assuming that 
authority to himself, which was visibly wautiiig.”i 

III the bcginiiiiig of N'ovcmber, Cromwell had a remarkable 
conversation witli W liitelocke, (at this time one of tlic l.ords Com- 
missioncTs of the Great Seal,) whom lu' had met acridenl;:lly in 
St. James’s Park, and immediately ‘ reijncsted to walk aside 
with him, that they might have sonu- private disc out .together.’ 
Cromwell began the eonversation liy expressing his coiilideiice in 
tlie other’s jndgment, tidelity, and Iriendsliip : then expressing hi» 
fears ol'the dangerous situation of tlie .Stale, from ‘ luivale jar- 
rings and animosities,’ he adverted to the inurmuriiigs of the 

army, 


• It w’as probably Trom tlii. rirciimstancc that Cromwell afierwards 
exerted his irfluence to have the Duke sent out of the kingdom, wl.ali 
was dene in a few months afterwards 

f Memoirs, p. \~>j. 

J Hcv. of the Life of O. Crom. p. Uti. 
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army, and tb^ir * strange distaste against the Members of Parlia* 
meat,’ and “ I wish," he continued, “ there were not too much 
cause for it; and really their pride, and ambition, and self-seek¬ 
ing, ingrossing, ail places of honour and profit to themselves and 
their friends, and their daily breaking forth into new and viedent 
parties and factions; their delays of business, and design to per¬ 
petuate themselves, and continue the power in their own hands; 
their meddling in private matters between party and party, con¬ 
trary to the institution of Parliaments, and their injustice and par¬ 
tiality in those matters, and the scandalous lives of some of the 
chief of them; these things (iny Lord) do give too much ground 
for |>eoplc to o)>eii their mouths against them, and to dislike 
them. Nor can they be kept witliiii tlie bounds of justice, and 
law, or reason, they themselves being the supreme power of the 
Nation, liable to no account to any, nor to l>e coiitroiiled or regu- 
Sated by any other power, there being none sup<Tior, or co-ordi¬ 
nate with them. So that unless there he some authority andpoioer 
so full, and so hit'h, as to restrain and keep things in better order, 
itnd that may be a check to these exorbitances, it will be impossi¬ 
ble in Immaii reason to prevent our ruin.” 

Wliitclocke, who clearly perceived the tendency of this dis- 
coiirse, and could not contradict the danger of those ‘extravagau- 
;;ies, and inordinate powers,’ though he attempted to palliate them, 
stated, in substance, ‘ that as they all acted by the authority, and 
under the commissions, of Parliament, it would be ditiicult to 
)ut a way to apjdy a restraining curb.’ This reply was not sufh- 
iently to the point, and Cromwell put the short but pithy quo?- 
ion, ‘What ir a man shoi ld take lpon him to be 
XING ?’ Wliitelocke answered, ‘ 1 tliink tjiat remedy would be 
iorse than the disease aiul, after giving his reasons for tins in- 
ffrence, was earnestly prt*ssed by Cromwell to ‘ ))ropoiind what 
Ihcr thing’ might obviate the ditRcullies which surrouiuled them. 
Vhitclockc then suggested the expedient of restoring the King of 
’Cots (Charles the Second) by a private treaty, which should ‘ en¬ 
ure the spiritual and civil liberties of the subject.’ Tliis advice 
'as far from according with Oliver’s ideas; and he ‘ brake off* 

VoL. VH. ,\pRii,, 180». F. e* ■ the 



42‘2* 


HUNTINODONSUIKE. 


the discourse ‘ till a further time,’ seeming, ‘ by lijs countenance 
and carriage, disirleased with wlial had been said.’* 

Cromw'ell was not to be deterred from his pur|)ose by the ditfi- 
culty of its accomplisimient: he was now convine/.Ml tliut his am¬ 
bitious designs would never obtain tlie conrurrenec of the leading 
men in the Parliament, and he therefore more slieimously exerted 
himself to bring about a Dissolution. New jealousies were infused 
into the armv,t and spread among the people; even religion itself 
was made the vehicle tor exciting the popidar indignatioji against 
the Members of the House, w ho were taxed with ‘ injustice and 
delays of business, and seeking to prolong their ]>ower, and pro¬ 
mote their private interest, and to satistie their ow’ii ambition.’ 
The parties, indeed, were now at issue ; and Cromwell ‘‘ had even 
private information, that a conspiracy was tbrming against him, 
in which were engaged not only several Presbvteiians and lloy- 
alists, but also some considerable Members of the House of the 
Iiidcpeudcut party : alfairs, thercline, was in such a situation, that 
the Parliament was either to be subdued, or himself ruined.’'j In 

this 


• VVhitclockf’s Mem. p. 5-3—3C(j. Our author say^, that “ ihoiij^h 
he (Cromwell) never objected it against him in any public meeting af¬ 
terwards, yel iiis carriage to liim Irom tliat time was alleied, and liis 
advising vrith him not so frequeni and intimate as hefoie ; and it was 
net long after, that he found an occasion, liy an honorable empluyment, 
^n Embassy to Sweden,) to send him out of ihc w.iv, (as some of his 
nearest relations, particularly his daughter Clevpoole, confessed,) that 
he might be no obstacle or impediment to his ambitious designs.*’ Ibid, 
p. S'-’ci, 


f One of the officers (Major Streater) declared openly, that ‘the 
General designed to set up for himselfbut Major General Harrison, 
who was a religious enthusiast, and, at this time, one of Cromwell’s 
most devoted partizans, said, that ho believed the contrary, and that 
‘ the General’s aim was only to make way for the kingdom of Jesus.’— 
“ l.’nless Jesus comes very suddenly, then,” replied the otlier, " he 
will come too late.” £cbard'.s lli.it. ]>. 703, a. 


Kapin’s Hist. Vol. II. p. 5R!*. 
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tliis cxtrcniit'y', a Dissolution was moved for in the House itself by 
some of Cromwell's friends; but it was resolved in the negative, 
and a new order made, that ‘ the S)K*aker should issue out writs 
for filling the Vacant seats.’ It was also voted, that a Committee 
should be appointed to ‘ prepare a Bill to forbid all persons, un¬ 
der the pain of High Treason, from presenting any jietition similar 
to what had been lately brought up from the army and which 
staled, that ‘ though the Parliament had done great things, yet it 
was a great iiijury to the rest of the Nation, to be utterly ex¬ 
cluded from bearing any part in the service of their country, by 
their ingrossing the whole power into their hands and thereupon 
besought them ‘ that they woiilil settle a Council of War for the 
administration of (ioveminont during the interval, and summon a 
new Parliament, and then rlissolve themselves,’ which they told 
them ‘ would be the most popular act they could perform.’* 

These proceedings of the House so exasjicrated Cromwell’s 
party, that nieelings were held at his lodgings in Whitehall, for 
the express purpose of contii\iHg some exiiedient for a Dissolu¬ 
tion ; when Oliver, by one of those daring acts which nothing 
but imperious necessity can Justify, and « hich, indeed, can never be 
practised but in a slate o( high political ferment, put an end to 
their deliberations by dissolving the Parliament by force. The 
manner in uhich this was etl'ected, will be best conceived by throw¬ 
ing into one narrative the most important passages of tlie ditlercnt 
accounts given by Whiteloche, Bate, Dugdule, and Ludlow. 

On the twentieth of .April, t(i j3, whilst Cromwell, ‘ with a few 
Parliament men, and a feu ollicers of the army,’-t was in debate 
at his lodgings, “ Cromwell was iuformeil that llte Parliament was 
sitting : hereupon he broke off the mectiiig,*and tiie Members of 
Parliament (that were) with him, lett him at his lodgings, and 
went to the House, and found them in debate of an .Act, the 
which would occasion other meetings of them again, and jirolong 

E e 2 * llieir 


• Rapin’^ Hist. Ibid, from C'bandnn, Vol. 111. p. 372. 


+ M hitelockc, p. j'JU. 
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tlioir sitting.* Thercuiwn Colonel Ingoldsby went back to Crom¬ 
well, and told him what the House was doing, who was so en¬ 
raged thereat, (expecting that they should have meddled with no 
other business, but putting a period to their own ■sitting without 
nrore delay,) that he presently conunauded some of the otficers to 
fetch a party of soldiers, with whom he marched to the House, 
and led a file of musquetiers in with him; the rest he |>laccd at 
the door of the House, and in the Lobby before it.’’t 

Having ‘ sat down, and heard the debate for some time,’! he 
“ addressed his sj)eech to the Chief Justice, St. John, telling him, 
that ‘ he was conic to do that which grieved him to the very soul, 
and that he had earnestly, with tears, prayed to God against. 
Nay, that he had rather be tom in pieces than do it; but that 
there was a necessitj/ laid upon him therein, in order to the glory 
of God, and the good of the Nation.' Whereunto St. John an¬ 
swered, that ‘ he knew not what he meant; but did pray that 
what it was which must be done, might have a happy issue for the 
general good.”§ Then Cromwell, “ calling to Major (iencral 
Harrison, who was on the other side of the House, to come to 
him, he told him, that ‘ he judged the Parliament rijie for a Dis¬ 
solution, and this to be the time of doing it.’ The Major Gene¬ 
ral 

* Ludlow says, that the House were then passing the Act for their 
own Dissolution. Mem. p. 173. 

t Whitelockc, p. 52D. Bate says, ‘ he ordered ten or twelve sol¬ 
diers to follow him, and stay for him at the door; he himself, accom¬ 
panied only by Flcettvood, entering in,’ p. 161. Dugdale also states, 
that he was accompanied by ‘ Fleetwood, his great confident.' Short 
\ iew, p, 40j ; yet these authors must be inaccurate, as Fleetwood was 
then in Ireland. 

J Ludlow, p. 173. Dugdale says, that he spoke to St. John, ‘ with¬ 
out moving his hat, or going to any seal.’ Short View, p. 405 ; yet 
this cannot be the fact, if what Ludlow states concerning the discourse 
with Harrison be true. 


€ Dug. Short View, p. 405. 
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ral answered, as he since told me, ‘ Sir, tlie work is very great 
and dangerous, therefore I desire you seriously to consider of it 
before you engage in it.’—‘ You say well,’ replied the General; 
and thereul>o^f sat still for about a quarter of an hour; and then 
the questi<nj for |>assiMg the Bill being to be j>ut, he said again to 
Major (icneral Harrison, ‘ this is the time I must elo it;’ and sud¬ 
denly standing up,"* “ turning towards the Speaker, told him,t 
• you have sutlicienfly imposed upon the people, and provided for 
yourselves and relations; you have long cheated the country by 
your sitting here, under pretext of settling the Commonwealth, 
reforming the laws, and procuring the common good; whilst, in 
the mean time, you have only invaded the wealth of the State, 
screwed yourselves and relations into all places of honor and pro¬ 
fit, to feed your own luxury and inipiety.’'J ‘ Which being said, 
he gave a stamp with his foot ,’5 ‘ as a signal for the soldiers with¬ 
out ;’|| and, “ ill a furious manlier, bid the Speaker ‘ leave the 
chair,’ 5 ! and said to the House,” ‘ for shame, get ye gone ; give 
place to honcster men, and those that will more faithfully dis¬ 
charge their trust.’*'* He “ told them, -Ihat ‘ the Lord had done 
with them, and had chosen other instruments tor the carrying on 
his work that were more woithy.’+f 

“ Some of the Members rose up to iiiiswer Cromwell’s speech; 
but he would sutler none to s|>(>ak but himself;’’ 1 I yet “ one had 
the boldness to tell him, ‘ It ill suits your Excelleiicie’s Justice, to 
brand us all jvromiscuously, and in general, without the jiroof of 
a criine.’’§§ I'his was probably “ Sir Peter Wentworth, who stood 
up to answer him, and said, ‘ this was the first time he ever had 
heard sueh unbecoming language given to tiie Parliament; and 
that it was the more horrid in that it came from their servant, and 
E c J * their 


* Ludlow, p. 173,-4. t Dugdalc, p. lOj. 

i Bate, p. IGl. § Dugdale, Ibid. || Bate, Ibid. 

Whitefock, p, 529, *• Bate, Ibid, 

tt Ludlow, p, 174. W hitclocke, Ibid. 


§§ Bate, Ibid. 
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their serrant whom tliey Iiad so highly trusted and obliged but 
Ite he was going on, the General stept into the midst of the 
House, where, continuing his distracted language, he said, ‘ Come, 
come, I will put an end to your prating: you are iro Parliament; 
I say you are no Parliament; I will put an end to jour silting; 
call them in, call them in,’ \Vhereu|>on the Serjeant attending 
the Parliament opened the doors, and Lieutenant Ct.lonel Worsley, 
with two files of musquetiers, entered the House; which Sir 
Henry Vane observing from h., place, said aloud, ‘ This is not 
honest; yea, it is against morality and common honesty.' Then 
Cromwell fell a railing at him, crying out with a loud voice, ‘ O Sir 
Henry Vane, Sir Henry A’ane, the Lord deliver me from Sir 
Henry Vane;”* and ‘taking him in vs rath by his cloak, said, 
thou art a juggling fellow.’f Then ‘ he told Allen, the goldsmith, 
(and Alderman,) that he had enricht himself by couseuing the 
Stale, for which he should be calleil to account,’) and ‘ in a rage 
committed him to the cu'-lodv ol' one ol' the musipieliers.’j He 
iie.xt “commanded tlne-e of I.is guard, who at the signal of the 
stamp were entered the door, inumdiately to turn Ibeni onl ol'the 
Hou-e ;”|| and as “ ihev went onl of the House, be pointed at 
Sir Harry JMaiiin, and 'J'om Cballoner, and sahl, ‘ Is it tit that 
such fellows as these sIiouUI sit to govern ? men of vicious lives ; 
the one a i.'oied vvhort master, the other a diimkard r’ Nay, he 
boldly upbraiderl tiu in all vvith ‘ selling the Cavaliers estates by 
bundles;’ and said, ‘ tl.ey had kept no faith with llKiu.’'5f 

“Having biougbt all into ibis disorder, IHajor (ieneral Har¬ 
rison went to the Speaker as be sat in the chair, and told him, 
that, ‘ seeing lliings.wcre reiinced to this pass, it woidd not be con¬ 
venient tor him to remain there.’ The Sjreaker answered, that 
‘ he would not come down unless he were forced.’ ‘ Sir,’ said 
Harrison, ‘ 1 will lend you iny band ;’ and thereupon, putting his 
hand within his, tlie Speaker came down. Then Cromwell, apjrly- 
ing himself to the Members of the House, who were in number 
bctw'eeu eighty and a hundred, said to them, ‘ It is you tliat have 

forced 


• Tudlow, p. 174. 

§ bud low, Ibid. 


f Dugdale, p. 40j. 
II Dugdale, Ibid. 


+ Ibid, 
f Ibid. 
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form! me lo.lliis; for I have sought tlie Lord night and day, that 
he would rather slay me, than put me upon the doing of this 
work.’ Then he hid one of the soldiers to ‘ Take aisay chat 
Fool’s hauMci the Mace ;* and stayed himself to sec all the 
Members <ml*of the House, himself the last of them, and then 
caused the iloors of the House to be shut up.”t 

“ Among all tlie I’arliainenl men,” says Whitclocke, “ of whom 
many wore swords, and would sometimes brag high, not one man 
offered to draw his sword against Cromwell, or to make the least 
resistanee against him; but all of them tamely departed the 
House—and thus it pleased (iod, that this assembly, famous 
through the world for its undertakings, actions, and successes, 
having sulrdued all their enemies, were themselves overthrown 
and ruined by their servants; and those whom they had raised, 
now pulled <lown their masters. An example never to be for¬ 
gotten, and scarre to be paralleled in any stoiy, by which all 
jtersons may be instructed how nncerlain, and subject to change, 
all worldly afl'airs are; how apt to fill when we think them liigli- 
est; how Clod makes use of strange and unexpected means to bring 
his purposes to pass.’; That the Dissolution, however, was fully ac¬ 
ceptable to the nation, was (juickly (;\inced by the numerous ad¬ 
dresses that were sent up to (Cromwell I'rom all parts of the country.§ 
After this extraordinary transaction, which till our own times 
remained wiiliout a paiallel.|| Cromwell felt that his work was still 
incomplete, wliibl the Council of Slate was sufl’ereil to continue in 
authority. On the same day, therefiire, he entered the Council 

E e 4 * Chamber, 


• Clarendon says, • lie gave the Mare to an»officcr to be safely kept.* 
t M hiteiorke, p. * Ibid. 

§ This is said to have been the origin of the practice of addressing, which 
has siiKc been eomnicn in every reign. 

II V\ hen Bonaparte put an end to the silting of the Council of Five 
Hundred, he certainly took Cromwell (or liis model, and his purpose 
Was the same ; that is, to usurp the Sovereignty of his country. 
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Chamber, and, in despite of the opposition of ‘ honest Bradshan*, 
the President,’ brake up the meeting.* 

On the twenty-second of April, “ Cromwell, and his Council 
of Officers, set forth a ‘ Declaration’ of tlie grounds and reasons 
for their dissolving of the late Parliament; and that all civil officers 
do proceed us formerly in the execution of tlieir offices, and all 
persons to give obedience to theni.”t 

After considerable deliberation as to what was (he best mode 
of ‘ settling the State,’ it was resolved by Cromwell and his officers, 
that ‘ select persons should be nominated by themselves out of 
eveiy county, who should boa Kepirsentath-eof iUe whole nation.’ 
Tlie writs that were issued, run in Cromwell’s own name;; and 
on the tburth of July, most of the persons summoned met in the 
Council Chamber at Whitehall, where Cromwell “ producer! an 

Instrument 

* for more particulars, see the memoir of Bradshaw given in Beauties, 
\ ol. 11. p. aOi —7. 


f W'hitelocke’s Mem. p. 530. 

J The form of the writ was as follows : * For as much as upon the 
Dissolution of the late Parliament, it became necessary that the peace, 
safety and good government of this Commonwealth, should be provided 
for; and in order thereunto, divers Persons fearing God, and of ap¬ 
proved fidelity and honesty, are by myself, with the advice of my Coun¬ 
cil of Officers, nominated, to whom the great charge and trust of so 
weighty affairs is to be committed. And having good assurance of your 
love to, and courage for. Cod; and the interest of this cause, and of 
the good people of this Commonwealth: I, Oliver Cromwell, 
Captain General, and Commander in Chief, of all the armies and forces 
raised, and to be raised, within this Commonwealth, do hereby sum¬ 
mon and require you, being one of the persons nominated, personally 
to appear at the Council Chamber at Whitehall, within the City of 
Westminster, upon the 4th day of July next ensuing the date hereof, 
then and there to take upon you the said trust, unto which you are 
hereby called, and appointed to serve as a Member of the county of 
■. . And hereof you are not to fail. 

Given under my hand and seal the — day of - . 1C53. 

O. Cromvrell. 
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Instrument* in writing, under his own hand and seal, whereby he 
did, with the advice of his officers, devolve and entrust the su¬ 
preme authority and government of the Commonwealth, into the 
hands of tho persons then met.”* On the next day they assembled 
in the House of Coniinoiis, and voted thentselvcs to be the ‘ Par¬ 
liament of England.’ 

Tlie formalion of this assembly seems to haPe been intended by 
Cromwell only as a .preparatory step to bis assumption of further 
power. The various interests which divided the |»eoplc, tlie jea¬ 
lousies of parties, and the very opposite system that each respec¬ 
tively maintained, forced him to proceed with the most deliberate 
caution. What he most earnestly desired, he was obliged frequent¬ 
ly to reprobate; and even in bis acceptance of the dignity to which 
he attained, he was conqjellcd to conceal his satisfaction under the 
mask of sinqtle accpiiescence in a choice of difficulties. With all 
his ambition, however, there is sufficient evidence to demonstrate, 
that he had the national good at heart: he was convinced that the 
rule of a Dictator was belter than the tyranny of a multitude; and 
who, ill tile circumstances under which he was then obliged to 
act, could be more deserving of the supreme autiiorily, or better 
qualified to direct the Councils of the Nation.? 

The Pai'liamciit rontinned its sittings but little more than five 
months, when the majority of the Members resigned their dele¬ 
gated power into Cromwell’s iiands; and tour days afterwards (De¬ 
cember the sixteenth) be was chosen ‘ Lord Protector of liie Com- 
momvealtli of England, Scotland, and Ireland.’ The choice was 
made by the ‘ Council of Officers, and other jiersons of interest in 
the nation ;t and in the Instrument of Gov^rniuentl tliat was then 
framed, it was declared, that ‘ Parliameuls should be called trien- 
nially, and to consist of -fOO- {lersons, (including tliirty for Scot¬ 
land, and the same nuinber tor Ireland;) that no taxes or levies 
should be imposed but with the consent of Parliament; tliat alt 

Jiersons 

* Whitelocke’s Mem, p. 534. f Ibid. p. 53?. 

J. It would seem from Ludlow and Dugdale, that this Instrument was 
principally drawn up by Cromwell and Major General Lambert. 
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persons possessing an estate of the value of 2001. should be eligi¬ 
ble to elect county nieinbcrs; that a general toleration in matters 
of religion should be alloued; that the rrotcctorship should l>c 
elective, and tliat llte Protector should he chj>seu hy a Council of 
State, to consist of not more than twenty-one, nor less than thir¬ 
teen persons, who should assist the Lord Protector in the exercise 
erf’the ‘ Chief MagLsIracie, and administration of the "overnincut.’* 
On tlie same day Cromwell wa.s soleiuiily sworn in the Chancery 
Court, at Westminster, to ftdfi! the above conditions, and to 
“govern the three Nations according to i!ie laws, statutes, and 
CBstoiMS; seeking tlieir peace, and causing justice and law to Ik* 
evjually adniiiiislered.” Soon afterwards the Protector was invited 
by the Corporation of the City of London to dine at Crrocei’s Hall, 
and the eiiterlaiumcnt was conducted with regai splendor: on 
this occasion, Croniwcll exercised one of tlie functiuiis of a Sove- 
leigtt, hy conferring the honor ot'knighthood on the lavrd Mayor. 

Ill the ensiling April, the Protector and his Council concluded 
a treaty of IVare with the Dutcli, in whieh the latter were obliged 
lo concede to the provisions of the famous Navigation Act, whieh 
had been passed by tlic Parliainrnl, and lias been since regarded 
as the foundation of the naval glory of (Jreat Britain, and of lier 
dignified pre-eminence in maritime atl'airs. In the same moiitli, 
also, was passerl an Ordinance for the L'ninn of .Scotland with 
England, to which the consent of the Scots liad been previously 
obtaiuetl by Deputies fii.m the shires and boroughs, ronveiied sit 
Dalkeith, anil again at F/linljnrg!;.f 

Cromwell’s second Parliament assembled on the third of Se|>- 
tember, ifio-t, lliough on a Sunday, and Oliver opened the session 
in tlie Painted Cliainber.^as he considered the amiiversarv of tliat 
day as tlig most fortunate of his life. On the following day, he 
yrent in regal stale to Wcstiiiiiisler Abbey, and heard u sermon, 
accompanied by the Members; after wliich he again attcuded them 

in 

• Whiiclocke's Mem, p. 552—5 j8; where ih.t Invtn:ir.cntof Oovern- 
merit i> given at large. 

t 5>ee a copy of the Ordinance of Union in Whitelockt’s Mem. p. 570. 
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in the Paiufetl Clianitjer, and ‘ made a large and subtle sf>eecli 
to them,'* in which he took a coiti)>rehensive view of tiie internal 
state of the country, and of its relative situation to other nations, 
and conclu(|ed with recoiuniendiiig them to ‘ repair to their own 
House, aiid^iiuke choice of a Speaker.’ 

This was scarcely done, however, when Cromwell found that 
the Parliament were not disposed to such a thorough compliance 
with his wishes as he had probably expected; forthev iimuediatelj 
began scrupnlonslv to examine the articles of Government, and 
even to debate ‘ whether the supreme legislative power should l>e 
in a single Person and a Parliament, or not.’ As this was directly 
striking at the root of his anihoritv, he in a few' days ordered the 
Members to re-assemble in the Painted Chamber, w here he con¬ 
cluded a short, but forcible spcecii, by telling them, that they 
must sign ‘ a test, or recognition, of the Government as then 
settled, bet'ore they went any more into the Ilouse.’t Most of 
the Members agreed to this pro)iosal; but Cromwell’s measures 
were .so strongly rr-probaled by his former most intimate associate. 
Major General Harrison, that he tell the necessity of giving orders 
for the Major General's arrest, and he was accordiugly secured the 
next day by a jrarty of horse. Nutwitlistanding this severity, all tlie 
articles of Government, excepting that only to which the recogni¬ 
tion applied, wore rigorously scrutinized by the Parliament; and 
so highly was tlie Protector riispleased with their proceedings, that 
he dissolved them (January the twenty-secoiul, 1054,-j) within 
five inoiiths from the day (>f their first meeting. He did this by 
a very tedious and inliicatc speech, in one part of wliicli he adverts 

to 


* \\ hitclocke’s Mem. p. 583. 

• W'hitclccke’.s Mem. p. .'>87. The Kccognition was in the following 
words: ‘ I do hereby freely promise and engage myself to be true and 
faithful to the Lord I’rotcctor, and the Conimomvcalth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and shall not (according to the tenor of the in- 
deniuie vvlierehy J am returned to serve in this Parliament) propose- or 
give my consent to alter the Government as it is settled in one Persott 
and a P.irliunient.’ Ihid, 
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to a c<m^iiacy that was then forming by the Royalists; and for 
wbkb shortly afterwards, ‘ divers of the King’s parly were appre¬ 
hended, and committed to prison, and enough was proved against 
them.—^This design the Protector had a jealousy was cnuiitenanced 
by the Parliament, and he affirmed that to have been a chief 
motive and cause of his dissolving of tliem.'* 

This conspiracy, which has been termed the ‘ Cavalier Plot,’ 
was “ generally laid to bring in the King; and the design so far 
took effect, tliat in several counties, small armed [larties began to 
gather into a body.”-! But the Protector’s measures were too 
prompt to give them even a chance of success; and his means of 
information too powerful to leave him in ignorance of any part of 
their designs. Ludlow says, ‘ he si>arcd not the purse of the Com¬ 
monwealth to procure intelligence.’J Many jrcrsoiis were appre¬ 
hended before they were prepared ibr resistance, and ainoi'g them 
Major Juiin Wiidman, who was arrested in liis chamber whilst 
“ dictating to his man, who sat writing by him. His painrs were 
seized; and that which the man was writing, was sent up to the 
Protector: it was entituled ‘The Declaration of the free and well- 
affected People of England, now in Arms against the Tyrant 
Oliver Cromwell, Esq.’ and many who viewed it,” continues W hite- 
locke, who has given it at large, “ knew there was too much of 
truth in it; and had not the deagii been nipt in the bud, it might 
have caused some disturbance to the Protector, and to the peace 
of the new govenm)ent.”§ The most considerable rising took place 
at Salisbury, where Colonel Penruddock, Captain Grove, and 
some others, seized the Judges, who were then going the western 
circuit, and proclaimed Charles the Second to be King of England. 
They were soon, however, forced to fly before some of Cromwell’s 
troops, who overtook and routed them at South-Moltoii, in 
Devon, after a sharp conflict: Penruddock and Grove were after¬ 
wards beheaded at Exeter. This premature insurrection served 
only to rivet the Protector’s authority, as it furuishcfl him with 

good 


* Whitelocke’s Mero. p. 599, t Ibid. 


} Memoirs, p. 195. 
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l^od grounds for increasing bis army; and be soon afterwards 
issue<l an order of council, directing that ‘AH who had borne arms 
for the King, and declared themselves of his })arty, should be 
decimated, cy pay a tenth of their estates, to support the charge 
of such extraordinary forces as their seditious practices obliged 
them to keep up.’* 

As a measuw; of additional security, the Protector, in the Octo¬ 
ber following, instituted a new order of Deputies, under the title 
of Major-flenerals-Civil, who were a sort of Prefects, or Gover¬ 
nors of Districts, and each of whom had the entire comntaiid of 
the forces in his division of the kingdom, (as well as a very great 
)K)wcr in civil causes,) which was apportioned for the pur)K>se into 
eleven parts. They were to have the inspection of the magistracy 
in every county, to commit suspected persons, and to put into 
execution w hatever directions they should receive frojii the Protec¬ 
tor himself, to whom only could any appeal be made from their 
authority, t 

Cromwell continued to direct the councils of tlie state during 
many months witliout the controul of a Parliament, but he still 
telt that a ii'ore solemn recognition of his power was necessary, 
before he could assume what had now become the primary object 
of his desires, the title of King. He therefore summoned a new 

Parliament, 


* VVhitelocke’s Mem. p. 617. 

|- The arhitiary manner in which they exercised the duties of their 
hii;h offices, occasioned their suppression by the ensuing Parliament, 
and that on the motion of Claypoole, who had,niarried Oliver's second 
danghtet. He stated, ‘ that though it had/urmerly freen thought ne¬ 
cessary, in respect to the condition in which the nation had been, that 
the M.ajor CJcnerals should be entrusted with the authority they had 
exercised, yet, in the present state of affairs, he conce.ved it inconsis¬ 
tent with the laws of England, and liberties of the people, to continue 
their poster any longer.’ “ This motion," says Ludlow, “ was a clear 
direction to the sycophants of the court, who being fully persuaded that 
Cleypolc had delivered the sense, if not the very words, of Cromwell 
•n tins matter, joined as one man in opposing the Major Generals, and 
so ilitir authority was abrogated.'* Mem. p. -ilv.’. 
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Parliament, to meet on the sevenfceiilli of September, Mb'SC; and 
though, according to Ludlow, “-he used his utmost endeavours 
to disable and incapacitate sin b men from being chosen, whom be 
thought most likely to obstruct his designs,”* yet idivers were 
ciiosen wlio were known to be no favourers of his usurjialion. 
Under colour, therefore, of a clause in the inslruincnl of govern- 
Hient, that none should be admitted to places of power and trust, 
but such as were men of sincerity and integrily,’t all the <‘lerled 
Members were re<juircd to sign an cngiigeinent in tavor of the 
Protector's authority, before be would permit them to take their 
seats. Many refused to comply, and were, in consequence, ex¬ 
cluded from the I oiise; among them were Sir Anthony llaselriggc, 
.?ir Harbotlle Grimstone, 'riiomas Scott, Es(j. and several others 
who had sat in the Long Parliament. 

The excluded Members, to the number of ninely-<-ighf, imme¬ 
diately drew up a very forcible remonstrance anrl protest against 
Croimvell’s proceedings, der lariug that ‘ all his advi^ers ainl assist¬ 
ants were capital enemies to the Commonwealth;’ and that ‘who¬ 
ever should sit, vote, and'act, by the. name of the Parliament of 
England, while to their km.w ledge many of the chosen Members 
arc by force shut out, ought to be reputed. Betrayers of the Lihcr- 
tks of and adherents to the capital En<mi<s of the i'om- 

monieeahh.’ 'Phis strong appeal, however, produced little other 
efl'ect than a message to Cromwell and his council, from those who 
Lad taken their seats, inquiring ‘ wherefore the coinplainatits had 
been excluded:’ to which the Protector r<‘plied, that ‘ if the pi'r- 
sous complaining would address thenisclve.s to him, they should 
be relieved, if tliere wys cause.’J 

The first artsjrassetl bw Cromwell’s new Parliament, were for the 
‘ security of his own person,’ and for ‘ the renouncing and disan- 
nulUng the pretended title of Charles Stuart.’ ’These were quickly 
followed by a motion from »'olonel Jephson, that ‘ (Jronivvell 
should be made King;’ but ‘ matters not being thoroughly con¬ 
certed,’ says Ludlow, ‘ it had no other efl'ect then to sound the 

iucliiiatious 
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iiidinations* of tlie assetnWy.’* In a short time, liowever, the 
‘ great business of a settlement of tlie Nation’ being again brought 
forward, a new ‘ form of goveninient’ was presented to the House 
by Sir Chri!^oj>!ier Pack, an Aidcrnian, and Member for tlie City 
of I^ndoii, “ which, though at present a blank was left for the 
title of a single person, appeared to be n .shoe fitted to the foot of 
a Monarch, who with two Houses was to have the supn'me legis¬ 
lative authority."f The consideration of this new Instrument wa* 
Hiost vehoniently contested by the otficers of the army, and tlie 
tew friemis of the Coninionwealth that still sat in the Parliament, 
who “ fell so furiously niton Pack for his great presuniptktu for 
bringing a buMiicss of that nature into the House in such an un¬ 
parliamentary way, that they bore him down from the Sjteaker* 
chair to the bar of the House of Coninioiis.’’| It was, however, 
afterwards debaicd, and though strongly opposed in its difFereiil 
stages, was at h'ltgtli carried, ‘ the blank being filled up with the 
name of King;' and on the fourth of April, l657, it was present¬ 
ed to the Protector, hy the Speaker, umler the style of ‘Tlie 
Ilnnihle Petition and Aflvice of the Parliaiiient, &c. to his High¬ 
ness.’ Cromwell was now arrived at the very threshold of tlie ac- 
roniplislimciit of his every hope; yet his iHiliry led him to hesitate, 
and he desired that ‘ a Connnittoc might be appointed to cooler 
with him, and to ofl'er him lietter knowledge and satisfaction in 
this great cause.’ A Coriiiiii,‘ee w as accordingiy ordered to attend 
the Protector, and in the eonferenee that eiisuctl, they endeavour¬ 
ed to prevail on him to gratify the desires of the Parliament, chief¬ 
ly, on the ground of e.ipediency; but Cromwell, in a long reply, 
in which sophisUy and sound reasoning werp comniingled with no 
inconsiderable portion of subtle arlifice,«at)'ertcd to confb'at their 
aigunieiits, and declined his acceptance of the proflered flignity, as 
he ‘ was not convinced’ that it was cither ‘ necessary or exj*edieiif 

This 

* Ludlow's Memoirs, p. ‘2C2, t Ibid. ‘ Ibid. 

§ I he substance of the arguments advanced by the Committee is thus 
given by Rapin. “ 'I’hat the People of England had lor many ages 
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This answer being reported to the House, it was resolved that, 
the Committee should again attend the Protector, for tlie purpose 
of ofteiTiis; additional arguments in aid of the incasiirc proposed 
by the Pariiainent; but all further eonfbreiice was for some days 
'^suspended, through “ a plot (discovered by the vigilaney ot'Thur- 
loe, Crotiiwell's Secretary) of an intended insurrection by Major 

General 

been accustomed to the government of Kings; that, in changing this 
Ipnrernment, there had necessarily been an abolition of many laws, cus¬ 
toms, and formalities, and an establishment of others, which would ne¬ 
ver be endured by the people on account of their novelty ; that, accord¬ 
ing to the laws of England, there could Ire no security for any act con¬ 
cerning the government, without the intervention and authority of a 
King; that those concerned in the war, tliercfore, and the late changes, 
could not be safe, but would remain liable to dangerous iiujuisitions, 
agreeable to the (ancient) laws of the land; that the daily conspiracies 
against the present goveinment, clearly .‘■hewed the pec.ple were in¬ 
clined to a King, nor would be satisfied without one :—in a word, that 
the kingdom would never be in peace till things were brought hack to 
their ancient channel. That it was very true, the iloyal laniily (of the 
Stuarts) had been rejected on account of their tyrannies, but this was 
no objection to the choice of a King of another family; nor could any 
kingdom be produced, where the like had not happened as well as hi 
England. IJist. \ ol. II. p. .'.ilUj. The prevailing character of Crom^ 
well’s reply, may be judged of from the following passage. “ 1 hat 
the title of King is not necessary, how long soever it may have been in 
use, or what regard soever may have been paid to it, is plain from the 
very nature of language. Words have not their import from the natural 
power of particular comipinations ol thararlcis, or from the real cfEcacy 
of certaii/sounds, but from the consent of those that use them, and ar¬ 
bitrarily annex certain ideas to them, which might have been signified 
with equal propriety by any others. V\ lioevcr originally distinguished the 
chief Magistrate by the name of King, might have assigned him any other 
denomination, and the power of the people can never be lost or impaired. 
If that once might have been done, it may be done now; for surely 
words are of no other value than their significations; and the name of 
King can have no other use than any other word of the same import.” 

Hit. of the Life oJ’O. Crom. p. 2U1. 
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General Hamon, and many of the FiAh-Monarphy Men,"* wh«k 
had held several meetings for the purpose, but whose scheme bemg 
now interrupted by the inquiries which Cromwell set on foot, waa 
silently reluiquisbed till a more favor^le season.f 
During th^ examinations into this plot, the Protector endea¬ 
voured, by “ all possible means, to qirevail with the officers of 
the army to approve bis design; and knowing that Lieutenant 
General Fleetaood, and Colonel Desborough, were particularly 
averse to it, lie invited himself to dine {lersoiially with the^Colonel, 
.and carried the Lieutenant General with him, where he began to 
droll with them about Monarchy; and speaking slightly of it, said, 
‘ it was but a feather in-a man’s cap, and therefore 
men uould not please fhe chUdreu, and permit them to enjoy Uieir 
rattle.’—But be reemved front tlmm, ns Colonel Desborough smee 
told me, such an answer, as was not at ail suitable to his expecta- 
tions or desires; for they‘assured iuffl, that there was more in 
this teattei than im perceived; that those who put him upon it, 
were no enemies to Charles Stewart; and that ^be accepted it, 
he would infallibly draw ruin himself and Itiends.’ Having 
thus sotmded their incluialk>ns,,ttmt he might conclude to the matt- 
nerhe had begun, he told theiu,.^ they were at coiqilo of scrupulous 
fellows, aud so departed.”! Still, however,<he continued'indiiKd 
to iwoiFered title; and soon afterwards meeting De^M* 

rough j|a ^^lit the givat walk of the Paik,’ acquainted him with his 
resohitioa. ‘ Hie Colonel made answer, that be tlien ‘ gave the 
cause, and Ciotiiwcirb family al:>o, for lost;' add^ig, that ‘ though 
he was resolved never act against him, yet be. would not act fbr 
him after that time,’§ 

This ^terSBiOfyl opposition fiom his phonal frieuds aud rela¬ 
tions,, made* the Frotiptor waver. Though wHhin leach of the 
prise whieli had'to km^pnbted bh ambition, he begun to perceive 

■* Ff* that 

Whkelocldl^llcm. D. 646. 

$ See additional'psnpinars,I >p. 44a,> 4 . 

X laidlow’s Mem. p. § Ibid 
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that the danger accompanying its attainment cast a gloomy shade 
upon its splendour; and he was too wary a politician not to feel 
that even a crown might be purchased at too much price. At 
length all hesitation lied Ijetbre the docidt'd, though very unex¬ 
pected, measure, taken by the chief oflicers of too arinv, who, 
by ti.c managenienf of Dcsborough and Colonel i’tide, piescntcd 
a petition to the House of Commons, the contents of which, sSys 
Ludlow, “were to this purpose; ‘That they had hazaidcd their 
lives against ^Monarchy, and were still ready so to do, in defence 
of the liberties of the nation; that having observed in some men 
great encleavonrs to bring the nation again under their old servi¬ 
tude, by pressing their Genera) to take upon him the title and go¬ 
vernment of a King, ill order to destroy iiiin, and weaken the iiaiids 
of those who were faithful to, tlie public ; they therefore liuiiihly 
desired, that they would discoiiiileiiance all siieii persons and en¬ 
deavours, and continue sicdfast to the old cause, for the jireserxa- 
tion of uliieli, llicy, for their parts, uerc most ready to lay down 
their lives."’' It is ditlicult, continues Ludlow, “ to delerniiiie 
whether the IIou.se or Cromwell was more surpiised at this unex¬ 
pected aildress, but ceilainly Iioth xvere iufuiilely disturbed at it;’’ 
and Cromwell iiiimedialeiy coming to a decision, sent a message 
to the comniiStee to mrcl liiiii in tlic Banqueting House at White- 
ball, where, “ with great ostentation of his self-denial, be refused 
tlie title of King.” This was on the cighlli of May, the interme¬ 
diate lime having been principally si'ciit in fruitless exertions to 
overcome the axersion ot the auny to his assumption of the regal 
dignity.t Bishop 

* Ibid. p. i?2*. Til'S peti'i 'n was suliscrihed by two colonels, seven 
Jieuu nant col .'nels, eigli!' major,, and si.xieen captains, w'.io, wiih such 
officers of the H use as were nC die same opinion, made up a majority 
of those belonging to that part nl' the army about the Metropolis. //;/</. 

f Whitclnrke says, “ '1 l.c I’r .tenor xvas satisfied in his pi ivatc judg¬ 
ment, tliat it was lit for him f take upon him the 'Jzl/c qf'Kinp;; and 
matters were prepared in order thereunto;* but afterwards, by solici- 

taiioii 

* Tbi.i sentence may be explsini d i;y a line fiom Wciwood,, who says that ‘a 
Crown was actiuiliy made, imd !iroii"bl to Wliiitlieil.’ .Xfa. p. i if'. 
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Biiiliop Etumet says, that the Lord Broghill, (aftenvards Earl 
of Orrery,) who was one of the coinmitlee appointed to confer 
with the Protector, fold I»ini, that, “ coming one day to Crom¬ 
well during those heats, and telling him he had been in the city 
all that day,^Cromwell asked him ‘ what he had heard there ?• 
The other answered, he ‘was informed that he (the Protector) was 
in treaty with the King, (Charles the Second,) who was to be re¬ 
stored, and to marry his daughter,’ Cromwell expressing no it>- 
digiration at this, liis Lordship said, ‘ in the state to which things 
were brought, lie saw no better expedient, as they might bring 
him in on what terms they pleased, and Cromwell niigiit retain 
the same authority he then had, with less trouble/ Cromwell 
answered, ‘the King can never forgive his father’s blootl/ Orrery 
re|)Iied, ‘ he was only one of many that were coneerned in that, 
blit be would be alone in the merit of restoring him/ Cromwell 
rejoined, ‘ He is so damnably debauched, he would undo us all;’ 

F f 2 * « and 

ration of the Commonwealth’s men, and fearing a mutiny and defection 
of great part of the army, in case he should assume that title and office, 
his mind changed; for many of the officers of tiie army gave out high 
threatenings against him in case he should tio it; he tlierefore thought 
best to attend some better season and opportunity in this business, and 
refused it at this time with great seeming earnestness.'’ Mem. p. bid. 
'J’lie substance of Cromwell’s final answer was as follows: ” Wiili regard 
to the particular '1'itle wliicli you have so watmiy recommended,to 
me, I cannot yet prevail upon myself to accept it. M’hen 1 consider 
your arguments, 1 cannot find tlicm inevitably conclusive; and when 1 
examine mv own conscience in solitude, 1 find it vet unsatisiied. T he 
desire of Parliament is, indeed, a powerful motive; l>ut tliowiesire of 
Parliament cannot alter the nature of things: it may detemilne me, in 
things indifferent, to chuse one rather than another; but it cannot maae 
those actions lawful which Cod lias forbidden, nor oblige me to do what, 
though perhaps lawful in itself, is not lawful in my private judgment. 
Upon the calmest reflection, 1 am tonvuued, that 1 cannot, without a 
crime, comply with itielr demand; and theiefore, as I am far from be¬ 
lieving, tliat those wiio sit for no other end than to preserve the liberty 
of the uaiit ii, can desiic any infraction of mine, 1 declare that I cann.',: 
undertake the administration of the government undeniie title of Kinu.'’ 
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and so turned to another iJiscoiiise without an^ emotion, which 
made his Lordship conclude, dial he, had oUeii thought of that 
expedient.”* 

On Croinweirs refusal of the regal tide being reported to the 
House, it W'as “ so contrived and carried, that the •‘^Iliiiuble Pe¬ 
tition am! Advice’ should be presented to him again, with l!ie sole 
alteration of the word A’/ng into that ol iVotcc/ur.”1 and us the 
power conferred was essentially the same, he immediately gave his 
acijiiiesrcuce, and was solemnly iiiaugmated in Westminster Hall, 
OH the twenty-si.vth of the following moiilh.t By the new Iiislru- 
inent of Government, under the above title, wliicii consisted of 

eighteeu 

's Buniei’a Hist. Vo!. 1. p. tiS. •[• Ludlow’s Mern. p. 

I On the same day the following Prorhunalim was issued l>y ‘His 
Highness and tlie Parliament.'—Whereas the Knights, Citizens, and 
Burgesses of the Parllaaienkof I'ingland, .Scotland and Ireland, taking 
into their consideration, the duly niruinbent upon them to provide for 
the future peace and settlement of the government of iheae Nations, ac¬ 
cording to the laws and custonies of the same, hy thcr humble Petition 
and Advice, have piest iui d ilieir desires unto his Hu liness Ol.i v Elt, 
Lurd Protector, that he would, by and under the name and .stile of 
Lord Protector ol the Common wealth of Knglaiid, btoiland, and Ire¬ 
land, and the Dominions and 1 crritorics thcicunto beionging, hold and 
exercise the office of Chief Magistrate of these Nations; whereunto the 
Loial Protector, upon due and m.vtuse c insideratiou of the said Petition 
and Advice, liath consented; and his lligiimss, the Loid Protector, 
and the Parlijniont, judging it necessary that publication be made oi 
the Premises, have thought meet, and do hereby strictly charge and 
commaml.; all and every Pfrson and I'lrsnns, of vviiat quality and con¬ 
dition soever, in anv of tiie said three Nations, to take notice of the Pre¬ 
mises, and to conform and suiimit themselves unto the government so 
established. And the laird Mayor ol the City ol laindoti, and all bhe- 
filTs, Mayors, Bailitfs, and other publique Ministers and Officers, whom 
this may concern, are retjuirtd to cause tins Proclamation, logetlier 
with the said Pifetitiqii and Advice, to be furtiiwith published in the City 
of London, and the respective countii'.s, cities, corporations and market 
iDwiis, to ^aend that none may have r ause to pretend ignorance in 
this.t^hah asA’"* Given at Westminster the 2t) day of June, IGoT. 
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CT»!jtecn articles, he was to ‘ Jiokl and exercise tlic ofitec of Chief 
Mafjistrate for litc; to iiuine his successor; to call a IVliainent, 
consis iu" of two Houses, once in three xears, oroftener; to pre¬ 
serve and sluiiitaiii the aiiciont and undouhte*! liberties and privi¬ 
leges of Parliament, asid never to exclude those chosen by a free 
clectiou; to set that the Iums and statutes of the realm he ohsen- 
ed; and no laws iiiadf, altered, repealed, or suspended, without 
coitseut of Parliament; to have a Privy Council of twenty-one per¬ 
sons; to I'iicouiiige a godly ministry for the assertion of the true 
I'rolcstaat C’liristian religion; to admit a geiierii tolerance in re¬ 
ligious aii'aii sto all ti)ose vs ho should egrec to a public Confession 
oi I'aitli, to be fniined by itintself and the Pariiameut, according 
to tiu ruic luid warrant of the Scriptures; and to lake an oath to 
govei u <i< (<u(iiug to the law.'’ An ‘ Atiditioiial and Explauatory 
IVtitioii and Advice’ vva.s affenvarrts drawn up, wliidi, anuiug 
other liiiues, piescriheii the- forftis of the oaths tu be taken by the' 
Protector and his Cmutcii, and by the llembtrs of P.ult.aueul; it 
also gave him the power to sunuuou, !a litsovvu writ, whatever per¬ 
sons he thought ])ro|Kr (hciiig duly (iiuiiitied) not to exceed seven¬ 
ty, t« sit in llie ‘other House of I'aihanieiit.’ 

t.)n the day of the huuigtirdtioii, the Cailhniient adjounied to 
the twetilteth of Jattuary, U>j7-8; and in the inteaiiedi.ite tirue, 
says Ludlow, “ Ckomwel'i eiideavouttd to nntke mjra collection of 
Hicu of all interests, to (ill that vrhich was called the Ui/nr Jh'U.'c. 
Tin p’.inoipa! of theta were uich as had procured tlieir presetit 
ijieSsessioiis by their-and were resolved to enlarge ihem by 
s> lluig their consciences bv the purchase of his favor. \t ilh these 
wei'- piined sonie of the aneietit nobility, fogether wilh^iac of 
the geutry who Irad considcraye estates derived to theus trom their 
;inctators.'’+ Ludlow’s ceusnre is too general; that west o: them 
sverc the Protector’s iunnediate frh uds is ci-rtain, and caeaitij t \- 

1’ i U * cite 

* See ifee articles at length in Wlvitetocke’s Memur'ab, p, t>T ■'— 
H'geiher with an atcowi;: of the Inaugural ion, p. .*>^1' ibe 

‘Hiimhle additienal and exp ...'latery I'emica and cfdvke,' p. d - ■ t. 

t Mtcuiks, p. C.’ti. 
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cite surprise; but the list coniaiiic<i many honorable uatnes. 
VVhitelocke says, “ they were in all sixty; among whom were di¬ 
vers noblemen, Kniglils, and gentlemen, of ancient families and 
good estales, and some colonels and officers in the afmy.”* 

On (he twentieth of January, 1607 - 8 , tlie House of Commons 
met agreeably to their adjounmient; and on the same day, (jom- 
lecU’s Lords, as they have been termed, assembled, ami “ sate 
in the Lords’ House," where the Protector having (rrdcred the 
attendance of the Commons, opened the Parliament by a short 
speech in the usual style of sovereigns; after which the Lord Keeper 
Fiennes, by a bng exposition, wherein the language of fanaticism, 
and the principles of truth, were quaintly blended, endcai oured 
to justify the late alterations in the mode of governnu nt. An 
event, however, which Cromwell had either not foreseen, or, not 
weighing its consequences, had neglected to provide against, again 
threw every thing into confusion. Many of the excluded Mem¬ 
bers, who, in tlie previous session of the House of Commons, 
had refused to subscribe to the recognition of the Profcctcn's au¬ 
thority, now ventured to take their seats, under tlmt article of the 
• Petition and Advice,’ by which “ no Members legally chosen 
were to be excluded from the performance of tln.-ir duly, but by the 
consent of that House of which they were Members.” From tliis 
circumstance, and througli the removal of many of the Protector’s 
best friends from the Lower to tlie Upper House, sucli a decided 
advantage was obtained by those who were wholly in tiivor of a 
pure Commonwealth, that they almost immediately began to 
question the authority and jurisdiction of the ‘other House;’ and 
niorem cr, assumed su<^i a lofty and indejicndent tone, that Crom¬ 
well felt that his own power would be of very short duration, if 
he periuitfed that of the Parliament to be strengthened by a pro¬ 
tracted sittiiig.t He^ Aerefore took the resolution of suddenly 

dissolving 


* Memoriabi p. 065. 

t tVhitelocl'e, tflaking of the debates of tlie Commons, says, “ all 
Uiose passages tended to their own' destruction, which was not difficult 

w 
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dissolving iHom, and was confirmed in liis purpose In- a dangcicus 
consjiiracv, wliitli was pH>jecli'd against liis safely and goveri;* 
nienf, and wliitii appeared so imminent, that “ he rook the iii- 
siiection ol ^le waicli at Wliitehiill for several nights sun essiv* ly, 
in his own person.”* The rliligenee of liis adversaries (juichened 
Ins own; and on the fourth of Fehruarj', having obtained iiesh 
infoimalioii of the iislculions of his enemies, he delerniined to e\e- 
cule liis design; and not staying “for one of his own rojchcs, 
but tahing tlie first that was at baud, with sucit guards as he could 
piTsc'iitly get together, lie iiurried to the ‘otlier Housewhither 
being roiiie, lie im|iaited bis intentions to dissohe that assembly 
to Lieutenant (icnerai Fleetwood; v li.i earnestly endeavouring to 
dissuade bim from it, be da|>|)ed his band upon his breast, and 
buoic ‘ In the living (Jod he would do Then seiidiiig to the 

House of Coiuiiions by the Usher of the Iflark Rod, he reeptired 
the atteudaiice of the Wembeis; but*’* many of them <ledi;ied 
to come:'* the otliers, liowTvcr, with the Speaker at tlieii head, 
obeyed the requisition, “ when liis Highness made a spceelj to 
them, declaring several urgent and weighty leasuiis made it ncces* 
saiy for liiin, in order to the jiirldic jieaee and salety, to piotied 
to an ininiediatc dissolution of this Parliaiueiit: and accordingly 
his Higliness dissolved the Pailianicnt.”§ 

Tills bold measure highly exasperated, though it much weaken¬ 
ed bis enemies; and on the same night, or ycry soon al'firwaids, 
tile chief persons engaged in the conspiracy just nientioucu, and 
in which Major Gctieial Harrison,” says ^Vhiteiocke, “ was 
vciy cleep,’jl were urieslcd at their house of rendezvous iu i?lic'rt- 

Ff4’' ditch, 

to foresee. 'I'he Proicctor looked upon himself as aimed at by them, 
though willi a side wind, and testimmiics of tlieir enw cowards laui ; 
and he was the more incensed, because at this liiuc u.c l ijtk .hoiiuixLy 
Afeii began again their enurprizes to overthrow thin and Ins goveiumeut 
by force, whereof there were clear discucvncs ; he iheieloie ;o.k a 
resolution suddenly to dissolve this Parliament,'’ AJem. p. 073. 

• JLudlowti hjcm. p, :.’2S. f Ibid. | Ibid. 

§ Wititelockc’s Mem. p. 073. | Ibid. 
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ditch, ‘ as they were € 01181111111 " about the manner of ^rutting their 
eiiterprize into executioii.’* 'I lieir arms and aniinunitioii were like* 
wise seized) together with a standard, displaying a lion couchant, 
with the motto. Who nhall rouse him up? and several copies of a 
•printed declaration, intended to be distributed among the jieople. 
On this occasion, Cromwell resorted to no greater severity than 
imprisonmeut; but those wlio had enibarkeil in another plot, 
which was shortly atierwards discovered, witli the avowed design 
of ‘restoring the race of the Stuarts,’ were treated with far more 
harshness; and the two principal of them, Dr. Ilewet, and Sir 
Henry Sliiigsby, were sent to the .scuffold.f 

During tliese transactions, tlie glory of the English name was 
strenuously upheld by Cromwell in all his.negociations and treaties 
with foreign states; nor was the result of most of his wailike ex¬ 
peditions to foreign countries less fortunate than tliose which he 
had directed in jrerson af’Iiome. Having fiirnied an uliiaiirc with 
Louis the Fourteenth against the Sixauiards. he assisted thclbrnior 
with a body of 6000 choice troops, whom he had placed under 
the command of his ambassador. Sir William Lockhart, and IVfa- 
,jor General. Morgan. After some less important seivices, these 
forces commenced the siege of Dunkirk, in conjunep'on with the 
French army under Marshall Turciinc; and the operations were 
partly superintended by Louis in person, and his favourite niiuister, 
Cardinal Mazarine. On the approach, however, of the Sjumish 
General, Don John of Auslri-a, the I’rincc of Comic, the I’riiice 
de Ligny, and the Dukes ot York ami Glocesfcr, wilh30,0(X) 
men, the King and the Cardinal retired to Calais; and the French, 
in a council of war, resolved to abandon the siege, in case the 
enemy should advance 'to the attack. At this council neither 

Lockhart 

■ ♦'LudlowVMem. p. 230. 

t Dr. ilewet would certainly have been pardoned, if it had not been 
/cr his own pertii^^ty in denying the jurisdiction of the ‘High Court of 
Justice,’ whiclr^^d been appointed to try tlie conspirators conformably 
to an Act of tftjilate J’ariiament passed for the security of hit llighness’t 
Person. 
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Lockhart nor Morgan was present; Ixit at the succeeding one, 
their united ettbris, conjoined with tiie assertion, that ‘ if the siege 
was raisetl, the alliance with England would be broken the same 
hour,’ occasioned a new resolution to be taken; and the main 
body of the French army was drawn out to await the approach of 
the Spaniards. The English, however, were impatient to engage; 
and having with some difficulty sunnounted the disadvantage of 
the ground, they attacked the Spanish van with such fury, that it 
was forced to fall hack upon the main army, which was also de¬ 
feated after a des|K!rate resistance, by the trivial aid of a body of 
cavalry that had been dispatched hy the Fn iich to assist their al¬ 
lies. “ At the end of the pursuit, j'larshall Turenne, with above 
one hundred oilicers, came up to the English, alighted froin their 
horses, ami embracing the officers, said, ‘ They never saw a more 
glorious action in their lives; and that they were so transported 
with the sight of it, that they had not power to move, or do any 
thing.”* Even the Spanish Generals themselves gave full tenlimo- 
ny to the intrepidity of the English; “ for Don John exclaimed, 
that ‘ he was beaten by wild beasts rather than men;’ and the great 
f ’onde declared, that he had never seen so gallant an action as 
that days performance by the English was.'’t Li the follow ing 

momh. 


* Life of O. Crom. p. 374. 

f NiIre's Crom \'ol. II. p. C3I. “The French Monarch,” savs 
this ecmlem.m, wlio derived his infunnation from I^ckhart’s ftniilv, 
crnsriiius of the importance of the place, knowing how dangetous it 
woaid l>c i'l the hands of England when at wSt with Frame, and de¬ 
sirous himseil to possess it, endeavoured to (^•adeihe treaty ; and when 
Turenne took possesbion with a body of French troops, the King of 
France and the Cardinal at the same time entered f e town, amusing 
llientse ves with jt.e idea of having olnained so precious a morsel from 
Spain at the expense of th.e biood and treasure of England, and giving 
nothing but iifle apologies to Lockhan, who, in the most puuued man¬ 
ner, expressed the violation of the treaty, and the reseiumeni !rs mas- 
t( t must (eel for ins wrongs. Oliver, however, disappointed all ilicir 
gay prospects; for knowing llie duplicity t! the Caidiiial, and how litiie 

reliance 
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mouth, Dunkirk surrendered by cdiutuhtlioii, and waA iiliiiost im» 
ine(ii»te!y delivered up to Loekluirt, agreeably to tbe treaty^ by 
which ‘the I’rotector bad engaged in tbe French interest ; yet ihit 
was not done without the exertion oF the nio>t decided iinnnesi 
both by Cromwell, and by his Ambassador and Ceneral. 

But the time was now liastening, when tlie\ilitl spirit of the 
Protector was about to quit irt-iuortal lenenietit. 11<! touml that 
the assumption of sovereignty had not added to his haj)pine!>s; 
for ‘ though his power and greatness seemed to be better esta* 
blished than ever, yet he never had that serenity of mnul after 
his refusal of the Crown, that he had before nsnally ettjoyed. 
His apprehension of personal danger became far greater than ibr- 
merly, inasmuch as the plots and cotispiracles against him in¬ 
creased ; and he grew very suspicious, and ditlkull of access, ami 
. _ was 

reliance ought to be placed upon his word, he had opened a secret cor¬ 
respondence with the French Secretary of the Council otWar, wlio, 
for a bribe, disclosed the resolutions of the cabinet, wiiich, when Crum- 
well knew, he instantly dispatched a messenger to Sir U illiaiii, with 
wriilea instructions ft>r his conduct ; and the Ambassador-General im¬ 
mediately, in compliance w ith them, posted his army vtpon an eminence 
detached from the French, atttl ii\ such a manner that they could not 
be surprised; thtn taking his watch rn his hand, he repaired to the Car¬ 
dinal, and demanded, in a peremptory manner, ‘a wrrtten order fur ih.e 
tdelivery of Hunkirk, winch, if it was net complied wiih, he had direc¬ 
tions to acquarht him, that his master looked upon the terms of the 
treaty as viclaied, and consequently made' null; and in that case, ho 
should retire to his ft-rmp, and dispatch an express to Don John, the 
SpanisTT'oem ra), to acquaint him that ht; was ready, and prepared to 
join his forces U» bis, to act in conjunction against the arms of Fiance.’ 
'ibe Cardinal th^^ht this only an high mode of expressing Imiiseif, and 
asked ray Ambassador in banter, •• whether his Jixcellence had 

slept well thej^feding evening, or whether he was yet entirely awake ?* 
'Die Ambasiy'^ assured him of both; and coldly drew out his instruc¬ 
tions in tha^and writing of the Protector. 'J'hc astonished Cardinal, 
who knew plivef’s deciuve manner of acting, began now to listen witli 
the utmt^ aiteniion ; and endeavoured, hut in vain, to soften the pe¬ 
remptory 
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was more raVcly seen abroad.’* Tlie deatli of Elizabeth, bis se¬ 
cond aijd favorite dauj'hter, which ha])i)eiied within a month of 
Ills own, greatly affected him ; and, by co-operating with severe 
bodily infinities, proved tlie mote immediate cause of his dis- 
solution.t In her last hours, she is said, by Lord Clarendon, to 

have 

remptory demand of the Ambaisador, who, with extreme cooinesi, 
replied, that he should be obliged religiously to obey the injunctions of 
his master. 'I'he Cardinal, perceiving his firmness, was obliged to com¬ 
ply, and give up the place within the a!loi»ed time. 'I'he French troops, 
therelurt, again evacuated the town; and Sir William and his forces 
look possession in the name of his Highness the Protector ; he himself 
having the honor to receive the keys in person from Louis the Four¬ 
teenth.” Ibid. 

^\ elwood relates this transaction somewhat dilferenily, though still 
most highly to the honor of the Protector’s firmness. He says, that 

Cromwell sent one morning for the French Ambassador to \\ imehall, 
and upbraided him publicly for his master’s designed breach of piomise, 
in giving secret orders to the French General to keep possession oi Dun¬ 
kirk; in case it was taken, contrary to the treaty between them. ’I'he 
Ambassador protested that he knew nothing of the matter, as indeed he 
did not, and begged leave to assure him, that there was no such, thing 
thought of. Upon which Cromwell pulling a paper out of his pocket, 

‘ litre (says lie) is a copy Catdinai's order; and 1 dcsiie you to 
ilisputck immcdiutely an express, to let him Liioiv, that I am not to bo 
imposed upon; and il.tii if he delir&r not upliu keys of the tnv,n of Dun¬ 
kirk xiilhin an hour ajUr H shall be taken, I'U come in pet son, and 
d'liiund them at the gates tf Paris." Mem. p. 11-. 

• Life of O. Crom. p^78. 

t In Tlnirloe’s State Papers » a letter- to Henry Cromwell, J.a>rd 
Deputy of Ireland, from his brothcr-m-ltiw, Fleetwood, who says, 
that the Protector's illness ‘ was contracted by the long sickness of my 
Lady Llizgbetb, which made great impressions upon him :* and in ano- 
tlicr letter to the same person, from Dr. Thomas Clarges, dated Sep¬ 
tember 1, 165S, the latter remarks, ‘his lighness was much distem¬ 
pered by his late grief and melancholy) besides bis other infirmities, 

whieii 



4*8* 


HUNTINGBONSHIRE. 


have bitterly reproached her father for tl»os.e guilty bets which his 
ambition occasioned, and particularly for tlie death of Dr. Hewet, 
with whom she had long lived iu habits i>f strict frieudsliip, and 
for whose pardon she had iin|jortuiied with the iitinfst earnestness. 
This account is corrol>oralcd by Dugdale; and, indeed, most of 
the historians of that tinne agree in the statement of the rapid de¬ 
cay of Cromwell after his daughter’s decease. For some time 
he seems not to have entertained any ideas of his approaciiing end ; 
and this disposition of mind was strengthened by the eiillmsiasm 
of his chaplains, who even “ kei)t a solemn Thanksgiving for his 
lecovcry at Hampton Court, where he then lay.”* Almost imme¬ 
diately jifteruards, he was removed to Whitclia!!. where gra¬ 
dually gtovring worse, he expired about three in tin- iiiicrinum, mi 
the third of ScpU'iiiber, anno Jb'oS, the day wliii U in-had I'.nig 
considered as the most auspicious of his life, it being tlrat ‘m wlikh 
lie had gained his l«o famous victories of Dunbar and Worcester. 
He was buried in that sepulchre of our Jlorvauhs, Ib'inv the 

Jieretilirs 


which were 3 double tertian ague.’ Whiielncke, speaking of the I,ady 
JEiludbeih, says, “ she was a iady of excellent parts, dear to her pa¬ 
resis, and cirit to all persons, and courtly and friendly to nil gentiesnen 
of her acquaintance •. her death did much grieve her father.’* 

Mem, p. dT3. 

* Dog. Short View, p. 4i7, Burr et says that Tillotsou (a*tcrw'ards 
Bishop T. who wariifd Cromv/til’i niece) told him that, “a ivti k ridci 
Croinweis’s death, he being by accident at Vf hitehall, ai.d hen,.; g Ihat 
irtre was to be a fast jhat day in the household, he out of curiosity w ent 
into !lS"presenoe than bw where it was held. ‘ On the one side of a ta¬ 
ble, Kithard, vplh the test of Cromwell's family, wete placed, and 
tix cf the pret^ers wtie on the other side, of whom Goodwin was one. 
There he hSd a good deal of strange staff, enough to disgust a man 
for ever of enthusiastic boldness. God was, as it wercj reproached 
with CrofljSwell's services, and'challenged for taking kim away so soon. 
Goodwin, who hvd pretended to assure them, in a prayer, that he was 
BJt to die, wh.ih was but a very few minutes before he expired, had 
now iirpudciie to say to God, ‘Thou has deceived us, and we 
wejre deieivcd.” f 'ol. /. p, £3. 
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Seventh’s Cl»a|)el, in Westminster Abbey; and his funeral was af¬ 
terwards cele!»rated with more than regal pomp, and at a vast ex¬ 
pense. His ashes, however, were not permitted to mingle with 
llie dust of sovereigns ; for after the Restoration, to the everlast¬ 
ing disgrace of* all concerned, his mouldering corse was taken up, 
and i»cing inhumanly dragged to Tyburti, was tliere exposed upon 
the gallows, together with the bodies of Ireton and Hradsliaw, 
v\ hose graves bad also been sacrilegiously violated. Tlie deep ma¬ 
lignancy of those wiio could thus de-a-cud to feed their reseiit- 
inent u|)oii di,‘ad carcases, was coloured by a vote of both Houses 
of i’ariiaiiieiit, passed December the eighth, KiO'O, and which or¬ 
dered the bodies to be faken up and exposed ! Tlie remains of 
many oth('rs of the republicans were afterwards torn from their 
silent tondi';, and the barbarous pra(:tiee was only discoiiliuued 
ihroiigli the strong expression of discontent which hurst spon¬ 
taneously from the |K-ople. After the bodies of the Protector and 
his tiionds had hung one entire day, they were taken down, and 
the licads I;eiiig cut off, were set u))oii poles on the top of West¬ 
minster Hall, where that of Cromwell remained full twenty years 
afterwards;the trunks were thrown into a hole under the gal¬ 
lows. 

I’he character of Cromwell has been warioiusly represented ; and 
ill proportion as the different writers have favored Monarchy or 
Democracy, so as it been drawn, wilhoul sufficient atteuliuii liav- 
iiig liccu given to tlie causes wliicli go' crned his conduct in the re- 
s|iccti\e scenes of his eventful life. The latest attempt to do jus¬ 
tice to his memory, comes from the jieii of the F.ngiisli Demost¬ 
henes, who, in the ‘ Introductory Chapter’ tojiis ‘ History of the 

^ariy 

Noiile's Crom. Vc!. 1. p. 290. Tlie Pinafs and Illustrations to this 
woi)<j contain various curious particulars relating to the ‘ disposal of 
Olivers hojy.’ Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, Secretary to the Royal So- 
ciciy, <• s(,v original receipt of the mason employed iii opening the 
'■aiilts of Cromwell, &c. wnlch ran thus, ‘ May the 4ih day, idtil, 
rci<*. tlien in full, of the Worshipful sargeant Norfolke, iiveicen shillings, 
tur taking up the corpes of Cromell, and Ireton, and B.asayv, tec. hy 
niee John Jiaswis.’’ Ibid. 
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early Part ot’ tlie Rcisrn of Janies the SccoiuJ,’ lias tfws dosed his 
brief review of the era of tlie Coniinonwcalth. 

“ With the life of the Protector almost immediately ended the 
government which he had established. The great talents of this 
extraordinary person had supported, during his lite,''a system con> 
demtied equally by reason and by prejudice; by reason, as want¬ 
ing freetloni; and by prejudice, as a usurpation : and it must be 
confe»cd to be no mean testimony of his genius, that, notwith¬ 
standing the radical defects of such a system, the splendour of his 
character and exploits, render the era of the Protectorship one of 
the most brilliant in English History. It is true, his conduct in 
foreign concerns, is set off to advantage, by a coni|)arison of it 
W'itli that of those who preceded, and who followed him. If lie 
made a mistalie in espousing the Freiicli interest instead of the 
Spanish, we should recollect, Uiat, in exaiuining this question, we 
must divest our ininds entirely of all the considerations wiiicli the 
subsequent relative state of those two empires siurgcst to us, l>e- 
fore we can liecome impartial judges of it; and at any rale, we 
must allow his reign, in regard to Eurofiean concerns, to have 
iieen most glorious, when contrasted with the pusillaiiiinity of 
James tlic First, with (he levity of Cliarlcs the First, and the mer¬ 
cenary meanness of ilic two last Princes of the House of Stuart. 
Upon the whole, the cliaracicr of Cromwell must ever stand high 
in tlie list of those who raised themselves to supreme [lower by the 
force of their genius; and among such, even in respect of moral 
virtue, it would he found to he oqf of the least exceptionable, if 
it had -not been tainted witli that most odious and degrading of 
all human vices, hyjmcrisy.” 

W^hvaod, who has^raced the features of tlie Protector with 
greater individuality, has these passages. After “ Cromwell assumed 
the supreme became more foniiidahlc, both at lionic and 

abroad, than nV'Princes that had ever sat iqion tlie Englisli 
Tliroiie; and |0|rd5 said that Cardinal Mazarine would change 
couiiteiiaiie^PRlievei lie heard him named, so tliat it passed into 
a pro\crb id-sraiicc, that ‘ he was not so niucli afraid of the Devil 
as of OUsgt Cromwell. He had a manly, stern look, and was of 

an 
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a»i active, Ijcaitlifiil coiislilulion, able to ciulure the frreatest toil 
and falignc. Though t>ri(ve in his jwrson, vet he was wary in his 
conduct; for, from the liinc lie was first declared I'roteclor, he 
alwitvs wore a coat of mail under his dollies. lire conversation 

• I 

among bis ffiends was very diverting and familiar; but in public 
reserved and ijraie. He was sparing in bis diet; tiiougli lie would 
sonietimcs .drink fredy, yet never to excess. He was moderate in 
all other pleasures; 'and for what was visible, free from immorali¬ 
ties, esjiecially after lie‘came to make a figure in flic world. He 
writ a tolerable good hand, and a stile becoming a genllemaii; 
except w hen he had a mind to wheei’le, under the mask of reli¬ 
gion, which he knew nicely how to do when bis afiairs required if. 
He aflecteit, for the most part, a plainness in his dollies; but in 
them, as well as in his guards and allendame, he appeared w'ith 
magnificence upon public orcaMons. No man vias ever .better 
served, nor took more pains to be so. As he was siwere to his 
enemies, so was be beiiefieeSif ar.d kiiwf to bis friends: anti if be 
came to bear of a man tit for bis purpose, ihonch neier so ob- 
ecure, lie sent for liiin, and employed him, sai.'ing the employmmt 
to the person, and not the/.crioa <o the employment: and upon Ibis 
maxim in his goveriiuieii!, depended in a great measure bis suc¬ 
cess. His gtKid (brlmie accompanied him to the last; he died in 
peace, and in the ariiis of his friends, and was buried among the 
Kings with a Iloyal ptniip;,nnd bis death v. as condoled by the 
greatest Princes and stales in Clirislcn<loni. in .solemn embassies 
to his son."* 

Cromwell married to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir James Bour- 
chier, Kiif. ofFel.sted in Kssex; and by becjie bad five sous, and 
four daughters, most of whom were iopta in this towrtt *He is 
also thought to have had two or more natural cbildcen; and < le- 

acrat 

* Memoirs, p. lOS—10 and 115. The house in nliirh (’romo eil 
Was horn, siood ntar i!ic- norlli end of Ilunt'nstd in, ami its site is no'.v 
eccupied by a tesp. t lab'e brii k Mansii'o, intiiiiin d iiv iho M.ister of 
Cromwell House .'(.’demv. Some parts of i!-.c old w.i Is .me incuroo- 
rated with those oi the iirtTsent dwelling; and li.c sittnttim of tuo ck-i-m- 
her^that was ir.c scene of Oliver’s birth, is still jxjiiued out. 
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neral Tollemarhe, ami Dr. Millington, have been both named asr 
his sons, llis mistresses arc presumed to have bowl the Lady 
Dysart, afterwards Duchess of Lauderdale, and Mrs. Lambert.* 
Robert, the first, and Jams, the fidli, born, of Oliver’s legitimate 
.sons, died young; Oliver, hb second son, was a cap'tain in Colo¬ 
nel Harrison’s regiment, anft was killed in ‘ attempting to repulse 
the .Scotch army that invaded England under the Duke of Hamil¬ 
ton in July, 1648.’ Richakd, who succeeded him in the Pro¬ 
tectorate, was born at Huntingdon on the Iburtli of October, 
1636 . He was intended for the bar, and was admitted into the 
society of Lincoln’s Inn, in May, l6‘47; but the pm suit of plea¬ 
sure had more attractions in his estimation than the study <»f law; 
and “ what is still more observable,” saiys Mr. Nolde, i-. “ that 
when bis father was lighting the batUcS of the Parlininent, he was 
the companion of the most loyal cavaliers, and fie(juently drank 
health and success to the arms of the Sovereign whom his father 
was dethroniug.”t He does not appear to h;ne lieen anywise con¬ 
cerned in public afliiirs till after Oliver was declined Proltctor; 
yet, when the latter resigncrl the Ctianrellorsbip of Oxford, in 
July 16.^7, the University cliose him to fill the vacant oilicc; and, 
still further to pay their court to tlie ruling authority, created him 
a Master of Arts in a s{)ccial convocation. On the death of Ijis 
father, who, when on his dying bed, is said to have given some 
indistinct intimation of his desire that Richard .should become his 
successor, he was raised to the Protectorship; hut the good- 
humoured weakness of his charaeler proving wry inadeqiuite to 
the difficulties of his station, he was compc lied, within eight mouths, 
to resign the sceptre^to the grasp of the re|(iuhlican Long Parlia- 
meut. *’R«t deebion o&.mind which Oliver posses.xcd wa-. to him 
unknown; and Father Orleans says, he rcmauicd i« the Palace at 
VNhiiehdlt after his^icatioii, ‘like a statue that makes an unbe- 

coiuiug 

IKouIe’s Crom. Vol. I. p. 187, note, 
t Nublc’s Crom. Vol. I. p, IjO, 
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coming ornament.’* He had run into a vast expense in celebratmg 
his father’s funeral, and his debts vrere otherwise coudderable; 
so that he now began to be in great apprehension of arrest, as the 
jiromise of the Parliament to satisfy his creditors’ demands was 
never fulfilled. It was more from this cause that he retired to the 
Continent, according to Lord Clarendon, than for fear of the 
King, “ who thought it not necessary to inquire after a man so 
long forgotten.” He continued in exile till the year I6'S0, living 
mostly at Paris " in mean lodgings, in an obscure part of the 
city, and with only one servant to attend upon him. After bis 
return to England in the above year, he principally resided at 
Clicshunt, in Hertfordshire, where he went by the name of Clark, 
and where he died on the twelfth of July, 1712, at the great age 
of eighty-six: he was buried at Hursley, in Glocestershire.t 
Henry, the fourth son of Oliver, was bom at Huntingdon on 
the twentieth of January, 1627-8; and, on his removal from Foi¬ 
sted School, in Essex, at the age of sixteen, was placed by his 
father in the army, and when scarcely twenty years old, was made 
Captain of General Fairfax’s life-guard. In 16'49, being then a 
Colonel, he accompanied Cromwell to Ireland, where he was en¬ 
gaged in different actions; and in l6o3 he was appointed one of 
tlic Members to represent that kingdom in Parliament. In 1655 
he was again sent to Ireland, iir tlie ostensible situation of Mtyoi 
General, but with a secret commission to watch over the actions 
of the more determined republicans, from whom Cromwell ex¬ 
pected opposition. For some liifte he used great caution to cover 
the real design of his appointment; but when it was found no 
longer posable to controul, by iwivate meastiTS^, the unyielding 
spirits of his father’s political enemies, he jlfoduced a conmiissioii 
as Lord Deputy of Ireland, and Commander in Chief of the Army, 
bearing date November the tw'euty-fiftb, 1657. His conduct dur¬ 
ing the time that he enjoyed his new dignity, though a most stormy 
VoL. VII. June, isos. G g * period, 

* Hist, of the llevolutions in Eng. p. 190. Echard’s Trans, 

t See under Hursley, Vol. VL p. 114; and\oI. VII. p. 234,-5, fur 
several curious anecdotes of the Protector Bidiard. 
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period, was marked by perfect integrity and moderation. TlirougU 
the wisdom and equity of his governnienf, says Mr. Noble, he 
“ soon procured the love of the TrisIt, who regarded him as a 
blessing; and the nation was ruled with such skid by him, that it 
became, from tlie most deplorable kingdom in Eurojrc, f.ir the 
happiest of any part of tlie Britisii doniiiiioiis, and t!ie most satTs* 
lied with the Cromwcliaii reign." Al'ler ilic nsignalion of his hro- 
tlier, he returned to England by order of the Parliament, and 
never more took part in public alfaiis, but sjiciit tlic remainder of 
his days in peaceful retirement in Cambridgeshire. Me dieil at 
his seat called Spinney Abbey, r.ear Sol’.am, on the ie.eiitvtl.ird 
of March, lb?!)-'!', and was buried bi Wickeii (.iluncli.’ He ns, 
a man of considerable abilities, ami sineial of the t'ie,,li't si.i!.'- 
men of his time have borne lionuraide testimony of his iiient and 
virtues. 

The daughters of Cromwell posse-S'cd considerable ability, and 
inherited so much of their fathers spirit, lliat it was said of them, 
on the resignation of Uichard, though more pariieiilaily applied 
to the Lady Fauconberg, “those who wore brceclies de-tived 
petticoats belter; but if those in petticoats bad been iu bi<.e: !ies, 
they would have held faster." DRiirGET, the eldest, was bap¬ 
tized at ({uutlugdon in August, l6'2f. She was twice mairied; 
first to the celebrated fieiieral Irefon, aud aficmards to Colonel 
Fleetwood, both of whom, liy iicr father's autlioriiy, wore invest- 
c<l witli the government of froUind: she die<l and was buried at 
Stoke Newington, in September, Ib’SJ. Emz.sbeth, liis se¬ 
cond daugliter, was also christene!! at St. John's Church, Hiiul- 
ingdon, in July, l/'jp. This lady has been described as hav¬ 
ing al!"“ the elevalio > of niiud, and dignity of depoitineiit, of 
one born of a Royal ^tem, with all the afl'ability and goodness of 
the most liunihle.”^^^^^ husband, J<dm Claypoole, F.sij. became 
Master of the ll^r^ botii to 01iv< r and Ilicliard. Her death, 
which happened b j the morning of August the sistji, iboS, though 

freriuently 

* Se# further particulars under Spinney Abbey and Wicken, Vol. U 

p. 148—50. 
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frequently attributed to her grief at the Protector’s conduct in 
respect to Dr. Hcwet, appears to have been partly occasioned by 
a disorder brought on by cliild-birtli. She was buried with great 
funeral pomu in Henry the Seventh’s Chapel; where her remains 
were still suffered to rest, when those of her father and grand- 
luother were disinterred; prohably from tlie circumstance of her 
being know u to have i>ccu strongly attached to the Royal cause. 
iVlAKY, the next daughter, was born at Ely, tbougli baptised at 
Huntingdon, on the ninlli of February, 16 J 6 -Z. She was mar¬ 
ried at Hamjdon Court to Thomas, Viscount, and afterwards Earl 
Fauconheig, accoiding to the /egn/ form then established; but on 
(Ir- same day they were again uiarrio.d according to the form pre- 
■R'iihcd by the Cburcli of Eiiglaiul, with the Protector’s privity, 
who “ might he fearful,” says Noble, “ that if any revolution 
should take place, the hiishaiids of his daughters might wish as 
inutii for a separation, as they then courted the honor of his al¬ 
liance.’’* She possessed a high spiiit; and, after the sovereignty 
had been taken from her family, confribiited, as well from iii- 
cliaatiUn as policy, towards the restoration of Monarchy: she died 
iii March, 1712. Fhancks, the youngest daughter of Oliver, 
was bom in December, l6‘3t!. most probably at Ely. This was 
her who, if the Protector’s policy irad permitted, would have been 
the wife of Charles the Second. She was twice married: first to 
the Honorable Robert Rich, grandson and heir to Robert,. Earl of 
Warwick, who died in about three months afterwards; and second¬ 
ly to Sir John Russel, Bart, by whom site had a numerous family; 
she died at the advjrnced age of eighty-four, in January , 1720-21. 
After Cromwell was declared Protector, ‘Htis daugliteis resided 
chiefly in apartments of one of the palaces; and such attention was 
paid to them by foreign princes and states, that their amlmssadors 

G g 2 * , constantly 

** Noble’s Groin. Vol. J. p. 144. Perhaps, continues this gentleman, 
“ Oliver was of the same opinion as Marshall, an iiuiepeiidcnt minister, 
who gave for the reason of his marrying his daughter vyiili the nn.g and 
Common Prayer Book, that ‘ the rtaiute for ptabhshing the liturgy was 
not yet repealed, and he was loath to have his daughter whored, and 
I'rned back upon liim for want of a legal marriage.' Md, . 
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constantly paid their comphtnenfs to these btdies, both w6ea tbey 
came into or left.tlie Kingdom.”* 

GODMANCHESTER, which is situatcif to the south of Ilunt- 
jiigdoii, on tlie o)>posile side of the Ouse River, lias been general¬ 
ly regarded as the Roman DuroUpnnte ; though, for the reasons 
already given in the account of Huntingdon,t it never could have 
been the site of tliat station. That it grew up under its protec¬ 
tion, is, however, exceedingly probable, as the numerous ’ coins 
that are recorded to have been found here, evince it to have been 
occupied in the Roman times. Lcland, who cites the ‘ Life of 
St. Neot’ for his authority, says, that ‘ the tbundations and coins, 
and human bones of unusual size, discovered at (Jodinanchester, 
shew it was formerly a considerable placi'.’t He also states, that 
‘ he purchased of a priest there, among other coins, one of C. Aiir 
fius with long hair.’ Camden has also mentioned the frequent 
ploughing up of Romau coins in this village, which, ‘ in times 
past,* he continues, as Henry of Huntingdon truly writeth, ' was 
a noble city.’ Many coins have been found here more recently; 
and within the last two or three years, a considerable quantity, 
chiefly of the Lower Empire, was dug up at no great distance 
from the Church, and either in or near to Mr. Martin’s tan-yard. 

Aftw the great Alfred had concluded a treaty' with the Danish 
chief, Guthruni, or Gonnond, and, in the politic'hope of preserv¬ 
ing a lasting peace, had ceded to him the countiy of the East An¬ 
gles, Gormond made Cambridge his |)riiicipal military quarters; 
yet, ^f it be true t.h'st Godmanchester derived its name from this 
chief, as Camden statdl;>.on the authority of' this old verse,’ 

Gormonis d Caairi Mmine, nomen habet,§ 

it would seem that be had some sort of military post, or pm^haps 
only ^jrtifled resid^ce, at this village, wliich in afler times was 

dignifled 

l,^JPf«ble'8 Crom. Vol. I. p, 157. t bee p. 345 — 347. 

+ Col. VoU III. p. 11. 

■ ‘ From Gormon’s Caitle now it takes its name.* Gottfh’s Cam. 
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dignified with the appellation of (kstre, or Ckua. It was sub¬ 
sequently called Guma, Gnmicusiria, and Gumiceiire;* aiui it 
must not be forgotten, says Camden, that some other ancient 
writers ‘ avAtchetli witUall, that Machutus had here his episcopal 
See.’ 

Godmanchester was “ the old land of the Crown, now the in¬ 
habitants’ in fee farm, by grant of King John, pro sexies viginti 
libris poiidcre et numero 20 Maii A", xiiii Regis Johis.—Homines 
de Goiuecester teiicnt Gouieccstre per Cartaiu Dni Regis Johannis 
pro 120 ‘‘‘'."t 

In the Cotton HIS. are the following particulars of the peculiar 
customs of this Manor, but from what source they were derived 
is not quoted. “Also it is ordeyned and statutyd, that if any 
man of the s'* towne of GumycesUr, have two or three sons by one 
woman lawfully begotten, the younger of the s'* sons shall be the 
ayer, according to the use and custome of borough English; and 
altliough that he have had 2 or J wives, and each of them chil¬ 
dren, ncverthelesse tiic younger sou of the first wife diall be the 
heirc. 

“ Also that if any raau have purchased any lands or tenements 
w**; his wife, y‘ ys leffull for the s'* man, while he is alyve, to gyve, 
sell, or bequeath the s'* lands or tents, without the license of bis 

wife, and such a woman shall have no dowres. 

“Also that men children shall be of full age, so that they may 
gyve, sell, or assigne their laud and rents, when they come to the 
age of XX yeares, and women at the age of xvi yeares. 

“ Also that if any roan have two sons married by his lyfe, and 
one of these sonnes hath an ayre nmsculiiij^'*3tid tlie otlwr an ayre 
feniynyne; and if it chance after, theyse two sonnes to depart and 
dye, the father of them being alyve, and after it chances the fa¬ 
ther of them to dye, then Uiat same heir nmsculyne shall be the 

G g 3 * ayer, 

* By this name, according to Holland, (p. 510,) Henry the Third 
granted it to his son, Edmund, Earl ot Lancaster. 


f Cotton MS. 
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tyer, and not the ayre fcuiyn^^^ncj though she be of the 
aoa.” 

The Ckitrci is a large light edifice, consisting of a nave, cdigucel, 
tad aisles, with an embattled tower, surmounted bvii^re at die 
west end, ami a very large soutli porch: tlje latter lias strong Jtot* 
tresses at the angles, undiiioiistrous heads, with distended isot^il, 
for water spouts. The nave, wiiieh has a timber roof, is sepattdM 
from the aides by five high pointed arcites, rising from iigitt dMs, 
tad from the chancel by another targe pouUcd arch, partly boarded 
up, and exhibiting in front, tlic King’s arms; on the south ade of 
the chatv^el are two stone scats. 'Fiie windows are mostly divided 
by muUions into several lights, and exhibit some omajnentai tra> 
tery. On the tower is the date lfi23, which most probably re- 
fors to some general repair. 

Here “ is a school, called the Free Giamraar School of Qoeed 
Elizabeth: the Vicar, and 14 men of the towne, called goyemurs 
of the possessions, rents, and goods, of the said schoole, are a 
body corjioratc, and have a common seale.”* This establubmenl 
still flourishes. 

Godmauchester was for several ceQluries most highly celdbrated 
for the goodness of its husbandry ) but from the general iiii{)rbve^ 
Blent that has taken place, it is now bW little superior to the cdoi- 
mon level. Camden says there “ no place in all England that 
has so many stout hinds, or employs more ploughs; for they make 
their boast of baviiig formerly received (he Kings of Engtand in 
their progresses this way, with nine score plouglis brouglit forth,, 
in » rustical kind of pomp for a gallant sliew.f Indeed, there 
be none ,of bur nrfSoi^hat apply themselves more seriously to a 

rustic 

y Cottoo MS. ‘Teste Regina, EHzahttM 10 A/«m an. ffegm 
(!ittli<.ritate PurUttmenti.' Btsbop Gibson says, ‘it was incorporated in 
the tliii^ilisf J:inies tlie First.* 

|W!itn James the Firsi^ayscd through Godmanchester in hit way 
from Scoilar-d to l.ondoD,^Hiey met him with seventy new ploughi, 

drawn by as many teams j^morses; and when he inquired the reason, 

he was ansvseted, that the^ivld (heir lands immediately Irom the Kings 

of 
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rusi K" j>rof<;ssion, t^ llich Co!»imella says is allied to wistlom, whe¬ 
ther we liaxc resttect to their skill therein, to their ability to bear 
the expense, or to their wdiiiig niiiirt, wrthallj to take the pains."* 
Bishop Ciibsiyi leiiiarks, it grew so wealthy and considerable by 
its husbandry, that in the reign of Janies the First, it was incor¬ 
porated as a borougli, by the style of two Bailiffs, twelve Assist¬ 
ants, and C<WHin'nally: it never, however, bad the jnivilege of 
sending reproeiiiatives to Parliament. The bouses are spread over 
a coiisiderabla plot of grotind, and though in general irregular, 
many of tliein are gootl brick buildings; the two bridges next the 
village on the road to Huntingdon are aUo of brick. 

At (iodmanclicsfcr was bom the famous Parliamentarian divine, 
Stephen Mahshai,, the head of the Smt’C(j/fniniuns, “who 
raised the slrtmgest nrgniiuiits against episcopacy, that the Preshy- 
terians were able to furnish them w ith.” Dugdale calla him the 
‘ Bell-wetiier of that blessed flock’ I'n >,ln/trriunontm aMc-sigmnus;\ 
and inentions bis being appointed, xxith two others, to pray and 
preach with tiie IMenibersof tlic House of Commons, on the day 
tixed for the ‘ Humiliation mid fast,’ after the news had arrived of 
Charies the First being removed from Hohuby, or Holdeuby 
House, by Colonel jojee. He vvas ^linlster of Finchingheld, in 
Essex; ami is said to ‘ Imve set up the first conventicle in those 
parts’ after the Uestoratkui. 

JHNCHINGBIIOOK,! anciently called JlinchinghroJcc, the seat 
<'t John Montagu, fifth Earl of Sandwich, is situated about half 
a mile westward from Huntingdon, on elevated ground, coni- 
niamling some beautiful \it ws over a line expanse of country, and 
)i;ulicuUirIy of the rich vale fertiliy.ed hv tl|pw git»-rs o f ili» itiwe. 
Ihe House stands on the site of a BenAiiaine Jvenmery, dedi- 

G g 4 * cated 

of England, by the lenu.e of so racctjng then} on passing through iheir 
town.’ Magna lirii. Vol. II. p. lOKi. It has been .said that it was 
tills circuinsiantc that led James to grant his charter of incorporaiiun to 
the inhabiianis, 

* Brit. p. 395, Edit. 1590. * f Short View, p. 3}(). 

} Ihus apcit by the present .family; but by must printed authorities, 
Hinchinbrook. 
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cated to St. Janies, and built here, says Leland, by William the 
Conqueror, ‘ when the Nunnery at Eltesley (in Cambridgeshire) 
wher St. Pandonia, the Scottish Virgin, was buried, was destroy¬ 
ed.’* At the Dissolution, the annual amount of its Revenues, was 
I 7 I. Is. 4d. according to Dugdale; or, acconling to Speed, 
19 I. 9 s. 2 d. In March, 1537-8, Henry the Eighth granted if, 
with all its appurtenances, to Richard Williams, alias Cromwell, 
Esq.f whom he had received into great favor, and whose son. 
Sir Henry, called the Golden Knight, from his liberal disposition, 
erected the family mansion here, and bad the honor of entertain¬ 
ing Queen Eliaabeth in it, after her visit to the University at Cam¬ 
bridge in August, ]56'4': he died in 1603-1. His eldest son and 
successor, Sie Oliver, uncle and go<l-lathcr to tlie Protector 
Cromwell, continued to live in the same splendid style as his fa¬ 
ther had done, through which he so much impaired his fortune, 
immense as it was, that he was forced, from time to time, to 
alienate one or other of his estates, by which means the paternal 
inheritance of bis family was greatly decreased. The magnitude 
of his expenditure may be partly inferred from the account which 
Noble has given of the manner in which he received aqd entertain¬ 
ed James the First, whom he invited to Hinchingbrook when on his 
progress from Scotland to Loudon. 

Sir Oliver “ had the felicity to entertain one, if not two, of the 
English Monarchs. King James the First he certainly did several 
times^ ^d probably King Charles the First; but the most me¬ 
morable 

* Itin. VoL I. p. 1. and MS. Corp. Christ. Coll. Oxon. n. 154. 
’t”St«>cnore particulars, p. 358,-9. 

James the First visited Sir O. Cromwell in 1603, and again '‘in 
.1605, 1616, and 1617; for Stow says in his Chronicle, that Lord iJay 
(then with his Majesty) was sworn a Privy Counsellor at Hinohinbrook, 
anno 1605. In ,^il6, King James knighted Sir'J'homas Hayward at 
that place: and Willis, in his Hist, of the Town and Hun. of Bucking¬ 
ham, says. Sir llichard Ingoldsby was knighted there in 1617. It 
ji*" most proW^e that these were not the only times King James was at 
|ih>dhiiibroo)|^ as Uoyston, his usual place of hunting, and favorite re- 
itienee, was in that neighbourhood, and from thence he frequently 
went to ifuntingdon.” 
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Diorable visit that was paid to him was by the former j upou whose 
jifcession to the Enjjlish Throne, Sir Oliver, tinding that he would 
pass through Huntin^gdon in his journey from Edinburgh to Lon¬ 
don, detcrnipicd to entertain him at Hinchinbrook. That lie 
might do this with more elegance and ease, he hastily made such 
improvcniCDts in his house as he Judged most proper; and at this 
time he built that very elegant bow window to the diniiig-rooniy 
an which arc two shields of arms of iiis family, impaling, the one 
his first, tlie other his second lady’s, painted ujioii the glass, with 
many quarterings; and round the outside are a prodigious number 
of shields.—His Majesty did not disa|>point our Knight’s wishes, 
but accepting his invitation, came to Hinchinbrook on the twenty- 
seventh of April, 1()03; the Earl of Southampton carrying before 
him the sword which had been delivered to the King by the Mayor 
of Huntingdon, an<l given by his Majesty to the Earl. Sir Oliver 
received his Sovereign at the gale of the great court, and conduct¬ 
ed him up a walk that then imiiie<iiately led to the principal en¬ 
trance to the house. His Majesty here met with a more magnifi¬ 
cent reception than he had done since his leaving his paternal king¬ 
dom, both for the plenty and variety of the meats and whies. It 
is inconceivable with what pleasure the English received the Kuig; 
all strove to please, and to see'their new Sovereign, who was to 
unite two jarring and valiant kingdoms, and to be the common 
ISIonardi of both. Sir Oliver gratified them to the full: bb 
doors were thrown wide open to receive all that chose to {lay 
tlieir respects to tlie new King, or even to see him; and each in- 
diiiduai was welcomed with the choicest viands, and must costly 
wines: even the populace had free access tc Ijic^ll^ duriijg tlic 
whole of his Majesty’s stay. 

“ Whilst the King was at Hinchinbrook, be received the beads 
of the ITniversity of Cambridge in their robes, to congratulate him 
upon his accession to the English nirone, which they did in a long 
Latin oration. His Majesty continued with Sir Oliver until he had 
breakfasted on the tw'euty-ninth; and on his leaving Hincbiiibruok, 
expressed bis sense of the obligations he had received from him, 
and from his lady; to the former, he said, at parting, as they 

passwl 
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passetl through fhf courf, iii Jjis broad Scobdi jr.aiiiicr, *' Morry, 
moil, thong!) liast trfaled me beder tJiai) aisv one since i leli lidin- 
bro’;”—und it is more than probalde, llia'i ever he had lu-eii en¬ 
tertained before, or svas atter; tor it is saai that bir Oliver al this 
time gus'e * ’.lie gieatest feast that had iKcn given to a King by a 
Siitii>"<.i. liis loyalty and regard to ills Piince scented ahiiosl iin- 
bound-.d; for wiiet! ,f.tines quilUiI Hiiuhiiibreol.. lie was pu senti’d 
by iinn wiili many thiasrs oi’great v.-dae; aiiio!;'. '' oils s, -a Lnge 
elegant wronglit cu}> of gold, goodly iiorscs, i;eejt-!no!iti.*Mi ■.ouicis. 
divers hawk.s of exiellent wing, nnd c.l tlic reniovo. ho eau fitly 
pounds amongst the principal otKcers.’* • ha nn.ny a.id siicii great 
proofs of attacbiiieut, and thiU'** i.) n ntai; ; ’ f.,hie 

to the taste of the Prince, gained hLs’..• ■ani, v.hiii) hi t. i u:: 
early opportunity of expressing, by erenting haa, wiib ftt y-iiine 
others, a Knight of the Path, prior to his cnionatioii; imi on die 
same day (July the luenfy-fourlh) on which that ceieinony vias 
pcrforin€cl.”t 

Sir Oliver acted a very conspicuous part in llie IJouse of Corn- 
uioiis during the whole reign of James; Ills name occiu-s on Cojii- 
Biitlees more frequently than that of any other Meioher; and in 
tlie Journals he is once or Imice styled Queen Aiu.es Atloruey; 
but he did not continue in this othie long.! He engaged in the 
project of draining the fens in Lincolnshire, and w as one of ihe 
adiciiturcis who subsoibed towards planting and cultivating Virgi¬ 
nia.! From the time that he had first entertained the King at 

llinchinghrook, 

Stow’s Chronicie. f Xo'u't's Crom. Vol. 1. p. 30, 41, 

'i Jbitl. p. 43. 

§ The base and unprincipled methods by which the Virginia Compa¬ 
ny wcic deprived of tbtir patent through the intrigues of (b.ndaniar, liii 
Spanish an.bassadpr, m-vy be seen at length in I’cckaid’s ‘ Mttiioirs <>1 
the J.tfe of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar.’ The litiic proba'dlity that such .* 
book wou,l4 soughi for, as containing any infonnation on ilic i;ist;;:y 
t)( the Colotiiialioii of Virginia, occasions this reference. Our auila r, 
speaking of the sentence which dcckirtd the patent 
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ii’mcUins^irook, lie. aiipears to have enjoyed a full portion of the 
lloval favor; and Noble, on jlic antboiity of manuscripts in the 
possession ot Dr, i-or(, stales, lliaf, in l608, “ liis Majesty gave 
him (ioOGI. i»r his lelincpiishing a grant of 20Ul. is.suhig yearly 
out of till' lloval liiinls, given to liiiii as a free gift.”* .After the 
death ot James, he possessed an efjnal degree of llie favor of the, 
new .'voven ii;!!. wl.o.sc cause be boldly maintained in opjiosition 
to the Piirii.'iiieni. and delennined to snpjMirt both at the hazard 
of liie aiid fortniie. “ For this pnrjKvse, he not only, at a very 
heavy expense, niisisl men, anti gave large sums of money, but 
obli;:eil liis sons to take up anus, and go into theltoyal army; and 
he was of creater use to hi.s Majesty limn any other in this jtart of 
tin' Kiiigiloni, by wliicli lie rendered iiiinsclf particularly obnoxious; 
and Oliver Cromvveli, (wild, to hi<le his ambition, .seemed to pay 
510 ilLstinctioii to any on private accounts,) hi.« nephew and god¬ 
child, paiil him a \i it at Ilainsfy, (liis then residence,) accom- 
paii.ed by a strong jiarly of horse. While there, he endeavoured 
to unite the character of a duthiii relation with that of a stern 
commander; for thougli, during the tew hours he staid with 
liini, he would not keep on his hat in his presence, and asked his 
iiiiele'.s liles-siiig, yet he did not leave the house until he had both 
disarmed the old knight, and seized all his plate lor the public 
vcrvice.-l’' 

Some lintc afterwards Criinmell paid a second visit to his itncle, 
who had still conlinned to sup.piirt the drooping cau.'vc of royally, 

and 

viv', “ The King was at the bottom of the.-rvf lie ftliih, 

friim liegiiiniiu’, i'.' end, was a l.ie^potic viol.wioii ot honour and of justice ; 
vvlndi proved him lo he a rran void of every laudable principle of ac- 
ti"ii ; a man who, in ail his exertions, made h.nistlf the scorn of those 
vvl.o u(ii in l.is power, aid ihe deK.siaiien of those who were; » 
man, wia, e l.ead was, in leed, encircled with the Jleg.i! Uiadtui; but 
'icvci surely was head more unvvoitliy or unlit to wear it.” 

vv Noble’s CliorB. Vol. I p. 'Id. 
t Ibid. p. from Sir Philip VVarvviciv’s Metneirs. 
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and obliged him to give forty saddle horses to mount liis cavalry 
upon, and lOOOl. also, by way of fine. Sir Oliver’s loyalty, 
however, still remained firm; and the Parliament at length de¬ 
creed, that all his estates, both real and personal,v should be se¬ 
questered : yet on this occasion, the total wreck of his fortune 
was prevented by the interposition of his nephew, the future I’lO- 
tector, “ for whose sake the sequestration was taken off.” He iif- 
terwaid lived in great privacy till his death, the load of debt with 
which he was now encumbered, obliging him to coutt retirement : 
be died in August, l6'55, at the great age of ninety-three, and 
was buried in Ramsey Church the same night, to prevent, as it is 
said, the seizure of his body by bis creditors. He was twice mai- 
ried; first, to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Tliomas Bromley, Loid 
Chancellor of England; and secondly, to Ann, daughter of Egi- 
dius Hoofitniau, and widow of the celebrated Sir Horatio Paluvi- 
fini.* 

Before the removal of Sir Oliver to Ramsey, liis increasing ne¬ 
cessities had obliged him to sell bis mansion, and all his lands, at 
liinchingbrobk. It appears from the deed, which is now in the 
possession of the Earl of Sandwich, and bears date June 20, iO'27, 
“ that he joined with his eldest son and heir apparent, and Sir 
Robert Smith, of Leeds Castle, Kent, Kut. and dame Mary, his 
wife, in consideration of ifiiSOl. 4s. 4d. paid to him, and UOpl. 
15s. 8d. to Sir Richard, to convey the inanHon of Hinchinbrook, 
with all those lands lying pear it, that bad been granted to his 
grandfather, Sir Richard Williams, alias Cromwell, Knt. by 
Henry the Eighth, &c. to trustees, who conveyed the same the 
following Montagu, of Barnwell, one of tlip 

Masters of the Requests fo liis Msyesty.”! 

This geatlenian, from whom Uie Earls of Sandwich are de¬ 
scended, was the youngest of six sons of Sir Edward Montagu, of 
Boughton, Knt. and was licld in particular esteem by James the 

First, 

• StW^nder Babraham, in Cambridgeshire, Vol. II. p. 131,-32. Fui- 
character of Sir Oliver is given in the same Vol. p. 230, 

t Noble's Cram. Vol, I. p. 43. 
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First, who made him a groom of the bed-chamber, and knighted 
him in July, itill). After bis purchase of Hinchiiigbrook, he 
came to reside here, and was returned one of tlie Members for 
this County, the ever memorable Long Parliament which atk 
sembied on the third of November, 15'40. For some time, he 
strenuously supported the popular side; hut, after the Parliament 
had made the Earl of Essex Captain-General, and had framed an 
oath to live and die with him, which w^us to be taken by all the 
Members, he saw reason to change his party; and, as appears 
from Sir Philip Warwick, refused to take the oath; declaring, 
that “ he would not swear to live with the Earl, because he was 
ait old mail, and might die before him ■, nor would he swear to die 
witli liiiii, since the l^rl was going with an army against the King, 
which lie did not know hovy to free from treason, and so he did 
uot know what end that great man might come to.”* He further 
urged, that the Kiug had declared all such {lersons traitors ; luid 
‘ piilliii" his Majesty’s Declaration on that head out of his jmeket,' 
was, tor this conduct, expelled the House, and sent to the Tower; 
hut was released about a fortnight afterwards: be died in Septem¬ 
ber, l()14. 

r.ih.-tird, his only surviving son, was born in July, 1625. At 
the breaking out of the Civil Wars, he took a very active part on 
tlie side of tlie Parliament; and, at the head of a regiment which 
he liad himself raised, of upwards of 1000 men, he distinguished 
his eourage in several actions; fiarticularly at the stonning of l.hi- 
eolii, and in the battle of Murston Moor., He was also at tlie 
battle of Nasebv. and at the storming of the town of Bridgewater, 
and of the city of Bristol: at the latter placejbe was one of the 
Commissioners who concluded the treaty,wdlh Prince^^KUpert"; and 
was aftenviirds sent with Colonel Hammond to inform die Parlia¬ 
ment of the success of their army, though he had then but re¬ 
cently entered into his twenty-lirst year. In all the subsequent 
changes in public aflairs, he was a person of much consideration ; 
and he became one of Cromwell’s Council under the Instrument 

of 


• Meoioiri, p. 224. 
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of GovermoMit fraiwd by tlie Officers of the Army in 1()53 : he 
was s«mn after stppoiiiftfi a f^rd of the Treasury, and about the 
same thne was joined with Desboroii"li in the Commission to cxe- 
ewte the office of Iligh-Aiimtral. He was afferwajils united witli 
the brave A<imiral Pilake under a similar Commission; and, on his 
deatli, bad tiie sole coinmaiul, in which, says Lord Ciaremlon, 
‘ lie was discreet and successful.’ 


Ali( r the decease of Croiinrell, and in the confusion into which 
the nation was then fallen, he directed his exertions to si'cure the 
restoration of the Stuarts, and was highly iiistruiiiental in prevail¬ 
ing oil the Fleet to ileclare for Charles the Second, Lord Claren¬ 
don remarks, that no man betook himself to his Majesty’.s service 
with ‘ more generosity than this gentlonian,’ and that wliilsl the 
Fleet was preparing, he “ sent his cousin, Ivlward Montagu, to 
the King, to let him know, that, as.soon as it should he ready, 
which lie hoped might be within some few days, he would lie him¬ 
self on board, and would be then ready to receive and obey his 
Majesty’s orders; this was before that Parliament assembled, 
which, when it did, resolved to call over the King. He sent word 
what officers he was coiitirlcnt of, and of wliom he was not as¬ 
sured ; and who, he Kuicluiled, would not concur witii him, and 
who must be reduced by force. He desired to know wlicllicr the 
King had any assurance of the General, Moiiek, who, however, 
be wished might know nothing of his resolutions: and it was no 
small inconveiiiencv to his Majesty, tliat he was rest rained from 
conniiunicaliiig to either the confideitce he had in the oilier, which 
might have facilitated both their designs. As somi as he came on 


board the Fle et i n .the Downs, tmd found J-awson, and the other 
officer*, iBofe traiik'Ifi*'dc^,laring tll^r duty to the King, and reso¬ 
lution to.serve him, Uian he expected, that he might not seem to 
be sent by tlie Parliament to J^|‘Jlajesiy, but he carried by his 
own affection and duly, without expediug any coniinaiid from 


them, the wind coming fair, he set up his sails, and stood for the 


coast of iioltaiid, leaving only fwo .or three of the lesser ships to 
receive their orders, ami to brin^over those persons he knew were 


designed to wait on lii» Majesty,** 


Fi^r 


* lliat. of the Rcb. Vol. III. p. 5C1—j70 — 5f)iJ— 
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For those iini-ortiuit services, the Kins;, in two days after lu$ 
laiuliii!; at Dover, appointed liini Kiiiglil of tlio Garter; and o» 
the twellili of July follow in;;, created liim a Baron, Ity the title of 
Loni Moula;;!i of St. Ncol’s, Vijcouisl Iliiirliinobrooli, and Earl of 
Sunduicli: a^ the same time Itc w;h made Master ot tlse King's 
Wardroin-, Admiral of liie Narrou Seas, and Licaiciiaul Admiral 
to the Duke of York. Two years afterwards, anno Ki-ld, on the 
niaiiiage of Charles with file Infanta of Portugal, he acted as the 
Kiiv's pniKv, and afterwards brought the Queen to Etigland. 

,'..';e: the rajt!n;e with the States of HoUanil in he com- 

nia...!ed Biue juadron in the great Fleets euiierled nnder the 
Duke of ^ osk, and was etigaued in die signal vit.tory oiitaincd oti' 
L'lwestoit'e. over tiie I/ntrh .\ Jniiiiil ttpdani, v.iio was blown up ia 
his owii diip, and, acfordiug to soate wiin.;-. had eighteen of his 
men of war taken, and foitrteeii more dcslioved. in iite ‘ 
lutn'i' RaMraia,’ the sncce.ss of the d.ry is itrineipaliy atlriimted to 
his l.onlsliip, and tl.ai by tlie same method of action which the. 
brave Admirals of liie pfesent reign have cnirie i ti) sa it a height; 
that is, breaking the enemy’s line. *■ 'J'ne English, ’ i-a . s the above, 
wotk. " h;i,d tiie wetitber gage, and the tight began Juned, iilOo, 
at three in the moriiitig. The Fleets having several limes ebarged 
<■ tell other uillioiil any remarkable advantage, it hapjrened that 
the Earl of Sandwich, wtii bis Bine S<]UUtiioti, fell about one 
o'cloik into tlic centie of the enemy’s tke.t, and divided it into 
two parts, wliii li was a eniisiderable step to the victory, bv begin- 
nitig that confusion wbiclt tit last ended in a iiiglit.” rite Duke 
aptiears to have been somewhat intimidated by the deaths of tlte 
Earl of Falmoitib, the Loid Mtiskcrry, tind .Mr. I’ovle, second 
;>oii of the Earl of Biuliitglon, all of vviioin w’eiv i«lled by llic 
same eaniioii-ball; and that so near to hisdnue, that be was 
‘ sprinkled with their blood and brains.'* Lord .Montagu, says 
Burnet, “ did believe that the Diil.e was stmek, anti that be had 
no mind to engage tigaiii.” Aceording to tlie sa.'ue author, the 
Duke i;a\e private orders to relax the p'uisii't; and iu soon after- 

wasds 
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wards left the Fleet, when the sole command was conferred u|>oii 
the Earl, whose talents were so various, that he. was in a short 
time sent on an extraordinary Embassy to the Court of Madrid, 
with iiistructioiis to mediate a |»eace hetween the croons of Spain 
and I’orltisjal, and in this he proved completely successful. 

On the hreakinjr out of the new Dutch rvar in 10'"'-, he aijain 
resumed his naval command, as Vice Admiral to the Duke of 
York, who, by some fatal mismanagement, suffered himself to 
be suiprised whilst lying at anchor with the united Fleet of Eng¬ 
land and France in Soicbay, on the Suffolk coirst. Jlurnet says, 
“ Dc Ruyter had the glory of surprising the English Fleet, when 
they were thinking less of engaging the enemy, than of an extra¬ 
vagant preparation for the usual disorders of the twenty-ninth of 
May.”* 'W'hen the foe was discovered standing into the Bay on 
the morning of the preceding day, tlie eonfedcrates cut llieir 
cables, and the Earl advanced with his division against the enemy, 
and was the first that begun the fire. By this bold measure, he 
gave op|K>rlunity for the rest of the Fleet to get into order, and 
thus saved them from entire destruction, though liis own deatli 
was the consequence. His shij), the Royal James, carrying 100 
guns, was “ first attacked by Captain Brakel, (the same who led 
the attack at Clialham,) who, with his sliip, the Great Holland, 
of sixty guns, followed by a fireship, sailed out of De Ruyler's 
squadron, and was soon seconded by llie whole, squadron of Van 
Ghent; against all which he defended liiinselfa long time, dis¬ 
abled several of their men of war, and sunk tiiree of their fire- 
slrips.”t Having thus defended himsell' till noon, and given, as a 
certain Dutc h liistoryn expresses it,I tlie utmost proof of an un¬ 
fortunate vnTour, ii fourtli fire-ship, covered by the smoke ot' tins 
enemy, grajipled the Royal James, and set her in a flame. All 
chance of safely was now destroyt:d ; yet the Earl, whose indig¬ 
nant feelings had been highly excited by a disgraceful sarcasm 

uttered 


* Burnet’s Hist. Vol. I. p. aCJ. 


t Col. Rostr. p 2iy,-220. 
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Uttered against him by the Duke,* refused to quit his ship, and 
was blown up m ilh the remainder of his crew; 600 of whom had 
previously fallen in the action. Ten or twelve days afterwards, 
the body of the Earl was found floating on tl»e sea, ‘ in every part 
unblemished, 'save some impressions made by the fire upon hig 
lace and breast.’ It was then taken to Harwich, where, being 
embalmed, by order of Sir Charles Littleton, it was afterwards 
conveyed, by. the King’s command, in a solemn procession by 
water, to Westminster, and magnificently interred in Henry the 
Seventh’s Chapel, 'fhe Duke of York’s conduct in this engage¬ 
ment, and his neglect in succouring the Earl, were severely com¬ 
mented on ; and in the debate on the Exclusion Bill, in October, 
tb’SO, he was openly charged in the House of Commons with be¬ 
ing the occasion of his loss, Sir Edward Walker, in his Histori¬ 
cal Account of the Knights ofthe Garter, quoted by Collius, speak¬ 
ing of this Nobleman, says ‘ IL'. was a person of extraordinary 
patis, courage, fidelity, and allahility, and justly merited all the 
honours conferred upon him :’ and Bishop Parker, in his History 
of his own Times, describes him as “ a gentleuiau adorned with 
all the virtues of Alcibiadi's, and untainted with any of his vices; 
•of liieh birth, capable of any business, full of wisdom, agreatcom- 
inaiider at sea and laud, and also learned and eloquent, affable, 
liberal, and magnificent.” He married to Jemima, daughter of 
Jolin, Lord Crew, by whom he had six sons and four daughters : 
of his younger sous, Sydney, the second, was father of Edward 
Worlky jMonlagu, who was husband ofthe celebrated Lady JMary, 
and bad issue, Edward Worlley Montagu, memorable for bis ec-. 
ccntrieiiies; and Charles, the fifth son, was father of Edward 

A'ol. Vll. July, 1808. U h* MomSgu, 

* It seems, that, on the day before the battle, the Ear! observing the 
vlangtr in which the Elect were ol being surprised whilst riding in Sole- 
bay, advised the Duke of Yoik 'to weigh .-.ncher, and stand out to 
sea but the Duke, slighting the advice, told the Jf.irl, ‘ That he spake 
that Old oj'fear* which the Earl is thought to have so highly resented, 
that it rendered him careless of his own safety. Kcuvet's Hist, af f.ngi. 
f ol. HI. p.3H i and Echurd'e Hist, p, b’SS. 
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Montagu, Esq, of Saiullctbrd, in Berkslure, who died in 1775, ami 
whose widow', Elizabeth, (sister of the late Lord llokebv,) cele¬ 
brated for her genius and acquireiiicnls, died in I’orlniau Square, 
in Augusf, 1800, Edward, his eldest son, and second Earl, died 
in February, lb'SS,-<) ; and was sueecedetl by Edward, third Earl, 
who married Lady Elizabeth, daughter and co-heircss of the witty 
John Wilniot, Earl of Rochester: he died in 17 ' 29 , aged tifty-«v 
ven } and is spoken of by Lord Chesterfield in high terms for his 
talents and accomplishments ; yet it seems that his spirited Coun¬ 
tess proved too much for him ; for Isoblc, in his continuation of 
Granger, speaking of his son Edward, Viscount Hiucliingbrook, 
gives the following account. 

“ Tliis young nobleman, son of the third Earl of .Sandwich, was 
a Member of Parliament, first, for the borougli of llunlliigdon, 
and afterwards for the county ; of which also In', was Lord Lieute- 
nant and Custos Rotuloriun. Adopting the profession of arms, 
he was made a Colonel in the first regiment of Foot (iiiards; anil 
by Queen Anne, soon after her accession, a Colonel of a icgiment 
of Foot. His father being confined, and denied access to, by his 
eccentric Countess, was rendered so much a cyplicr, that all the 
duties of his station devolved upon Lord Hiuchinbrook, who was 
an amiable, active, and spirited young man. His extraordinary 
mother, one of the daughters of the witty and rcjienlant Earl of 
Rochester, partook of all the fire and vivacity of her father. She 
detested restraint herself, but put her lord into ‘ tlurance vile’in 
his own house. At his death, she quitted England, (too stupid, she 
said, for her,) and resided at Paris, in habits of iiitiiiiaey with the 
Duchesses of Orleans and Mazarine, Madame dc Berri, the Regent’s 
daughter,"flllfl aT^^lttit beautiful oetogenary, the cclebrateil Ninon 
de L’Enclos. Unhappily, I.ord Hiuchinhrook (of whom Lord 
Chesterfield spoke in high terms for his talent' and accomplLsh- 
ments) died in the life-time of his meek hut worthy fiitlier, Octo« 
her, 1722 , leaving, by Elizabeth, only daughter of Ak.xander Pop- 
ham, of LittlecOt*, Wiltshire, Esij. John, fourth (and late) Earl of 
Sainhvicli,”—a ipan ofipiick parts, and many acioiujili.shnicnts. 


Po.^sessing 
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Possessing nn enquiring mind, lliis Nobleman travelled early in 
life beyonfl the usual roiiles of young Englishmen, as appears by 
his own account of his travels, jmblislied since his death. On his 
return, he took an active part as a speaker in the House of Lords. 
Ill 1744 , he was appointed a Lord of the Admiralty ; in 1746', he 
svas sent Minister Plenipotentiary to the States General; anil after¬ 
wards to the Congress at Aix-la-Chapclle, where he concluded the 
Picliminarics of Peace in 1748. In February, 1 749. he was ap¬ 
pointed First Lord of the Admiralty, but resigned in 1751. After 
some intermediate employments, he was made Secretary of State, 
1763 , which office he resigned in 1765 , and again held from 1770 
to 177 I, when he was onre more appointed First Lord of the Ad¬ 
miralty, and he continued in that j>ost till the downfall of the 
North administration, with great credit to himself, and beneficially 
for the nation. He died in April, 1792, leaving by Judith, daugh¬ 
ter of Charles, Viscount Fane, of Irrdand, an only surviving son, 
now Earl ot’ Sandwich. His character as a bon-vivant, and lover 
of pleasure, is well known ; as well as the unfortunate result of his 
connexion with the beautiful Miss Ray, who was shot by her in¬ 
fatuated adiniicr, the Rev. James Haekman, when coming out of 
Covent fiarden Theatre, in April, 1779-' John, the fifth and pre¬ 
sent Earl, was horn in January, 1743,-4 ; and lias been twice mar¬ 
ried : his first lady was Elizabeth, daughter of George, scconil 
Earl of Halifax ; his second was IMary, eldest daughter of Harry, 
sixth Duke of Bolton, by whom he had the present Lord Hincliiiig- 
brook, and Lady Teinplelown. His Lordship was for many year.' 
^Master of the King's Burk-houuds; but has not taken any active 
part in public affairs. 

Hincuingbrook House is a largu irregular building, partly 
of stone, aud partly of brick : on a broken stone cornice belong¬ 
ing to the small portion which remains of the ancient Nunnery, it 
the date 1437 ; hut the greater part of the present edifice wa^ 
built by the Cromwells in the reign ol' IiilizalK'f!i. Tlie large bow- 
wiiulow of the Great Room was erected by Sir Oliver C'lomwell 
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lit lOOi?, as a)>pcui's (ioni tlial, dale on lli<' slnnc-work of tlie out¬ 
side, and over wliicli are the lloval Arnis ol I'udor, with tlieii 
sup|)orters, a lion and a dragoii. Ik-low is aiiollier sliield of arms, 
(lisplayii)" eleven quarlerin^s of the Williams and Cromwell fami¬ 
lies, and (iieir niotlo, S.'tJorc non Sopon-: various other shields 
of arms arc sculptured on Ihe seven ribs that form the <livision.s ol 
the window ; ami on the cornice are llie initials o. c. and e. A. 
for Sir O. Cromwell, and his two wive?, the ladies Eliaiibclh and 
Amie. In the window itself are two huge ovals of stained glass, 
containing two shields, haron and fennne, of the Cromwell arms, 
which were also put up by Sir Oliverthis window is in the east 
front, and looks into the pleasure garden. The oftice,-. on the 
north side include what was tlie common room of the mii!^, now 
the kitchen ; and ahoni eiglil or nine of the mins’ ei-ils, whicli are 
now used as lodging rooms by the menial servants: they arc 
small cheerless rooms of stone, ranged on each side ol’ a narrow 
gallery, and each lighted by one small window: tin-lloors arc 
solid, of some kind of slonc-likc composition. 

The more regular portion of the iiileiior of this luaiisioii forms 
a quadrangle, 'flie i/u//, whirl) is priiieipalK lighted by a large 
bow-wiudow’, contains a variety of portraits: those ol’ the Em¬ 
peror CuARLi.s the Fifth, who is rejneseuled in armour, his 
right hand on his sword, Ids left placed on his hi|); of JoHM 
Wii.MOT, the profligate Earl of Uochesler; and of Edwaud, 
Lord Montagu, of Boughton, are tlie best: among the others arc 
Edwakd, first Earl of Sandwkh, when a hoy, probably by 
Lely; Lord VTscoi-nt IIinchinoiskook, 1710, in armour; 
Archbishop Lacd, a good picture, apparently copied from the 
one lit Lamb'cni Palace; IIonorabi.k Captain W. .Mon i acd, 
brother to thelatej^gl Sandwich; Co.m.modore Sir Riciiai:d 

Bicker-ion, 


* In Noble,** Crom- Vol. I. the above arms are particularly described, 
and also represented by engravings: it would seem, however, from the 
date, Ui02, that the great bow window was i reeled prior to the decease 
of Queen Elizabeth, and not, as this gentleman has intimated, (or the 
purpose of receiving the visit of, James the First. 
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HtcKKirroN, Bart. Beau Aomiual BicnAun Ei<AVARDs,Esq. 
Vick Aduiuak Loud Sh.ltiiiaai, Vice Admiral Sir 
Edward IIcchks; aiui )i<-a<ls of’ Anne Hyde, aud Sarah, 
DiR.h(;ss of Miiriiiorou«li, 1’lie Gnat Staircase is ornaineuted 
wi(!i can iiig'i, di',|>la’iiu!: i.Iiidds of llie Saiidivicli arms, flowers, 
&('. on the first landiiicr-jilace is an old picture of the Wise Men’s 
Ofleriiig. Tlie Di/tin-^ Room, tliougli small, has an imposing 
efl’eci, l’{■o^n being adorned witli wliole lengtii.s of tJieir Majesties 
(ihouGE THE Third, and (icEKN Charlotte, bv Sir Joshua 
]!eynolils; the Dcche.s.s or Cl- F.vELAND in white satin, leaning 
on her elbow, in a inusing position, by Sir Peter Lely; Ch.arle.s 
THE, Sr.coND, ill armour, with a lo'ic Itlno robe, and tlie ribband 
of the Order of tJie Ciarler round his leg; William, Duke of 
(,’uniherland, in liis robes, well jvainted, but inueh cracked in the 
eolmiring; Edw ard, first E.irl of Sandwidi, in Ins robes, with 
the (ieoige pendant; IIdwaud, third Earl, by Sir Ciodfrey 
Kneiier; and KiNO (jEoitoH the Se.cond ; a half length of 
Edward, sicond Earl of Sandwich, byKiidlcr; and a beauti¬ 
ful three-iiiiarter length ol (^iieen ilE;NRtKTTA Maria, depicted 
with a mournful east of couutenauee, and holding some roses ; near 
her. tiu' crown on a table. Over the fire-place i.s a large picture 
<ji'the jl.itlle ill Solebay; and in llie windows are tlic arms and 
<iuarleriiigs of Ibc Mont igu lamiiy, in slained glass, put nj) by 
llie lute Earl in 17 

Ill tin lilile J)/'C4c,/;g Room is a jiortrait of Ei.i J!adeth, after¬ 
wards third Coniiless o( Saiidw idi, llie eeeenlric daughter to the Earl 
ot Ilociicsler, wlio coiifun'd her lord during so long a period in one 
otthe upper rooms of ibis mansion : it represents her when a yirl, 
and in llie act of placing a wreath of flowers round the iieek of a 
lamb. In the Dniv. iit:; Roam is another picture of this lady, an oral 
head; and also three otlmrs of her Iriends, Madame; de; Berki, 
and the JJuclicst . L.s of Mazarine and Orleans: thescr por¬ 
traits, willi a corresponding liead ot the celelualc'd Ninon de L’En- 
cr.os, now ill the Lihrary, were most probaldy painted forlierladv- 
ship during her residence in Eraiiee; the folouriiig of the hitler is \e- 
ij rich and brilliaut, and all the t’onner ones are good pictures. Jii the 
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Green Room, Hnion" otlipis* is John, i'oiirlli F-arl of SaiifJwir!i, a 
small whole lengtl>, siltiii"; John, Duke of Moiiiaiiu, ditto, with 
a grevlioiiiid; Ralph, Diiko of iMontairu, hall length; and 
Charles, Lord Wilinot, wlien a hov, son to the Farl of Roches¬ 
ter. In the Vch'cl Room, so named (rom an aiK ient bed, above 
the lir<*-pliicc, is a large and singular Baeehaiiaiian su)>jcct, well 
painted, but indelicately composed; Charles the Second, of 
Spain, when a boy; Annk Marta, Queen of .Spain, as a nun, 
sitting; and a few others of indillerent merit. The Ifork Room 
contains two pictures of Elizabeth, Viscountess Hinehinchronk, 
daughter of Alexander Pophain, Esf|. one taken in her ^'outh, 
and the other when more advaueed in life; the Cot-NTK.ss op 
Northi’MBERLAND, who married to Ralph, afterwards l)id,o 
of Montagu; the Lady Anne Harvey, and one or two more. 
In the Work JJrrssjiis; Room arc half lengths of Jemima, first 
Countess of Sandwich, daughter to the Lord Crew; and .Mallet, 
Viscountess Lisbunie, second daughter to the Earl of Rochester. 

The Great Room, to wdiicli the how window was added hy Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, and in which Queen Elizaheth, and her two 
immediate successors, James the First, and Charles the First, have 
been magnificently entertained, still retains its anrient character.* 
The roof is of timber, in the style ot the College Halls, and hat 
been painted and gilt in sf|nare coniparfinents : the walls have 
also been painted in fiesro, hut are now partly covered with re¬ 
mains of rich la]ieslr\ hangings, worked after the Cartoons of Ra¬ 
phael. Here are also two or three models of .ships ot'war, and 
various old carved elbow chairs, probably of the lime of the 
Cromwells: the painted glass in the large window has already 
been noticed. In the ULip Room are several good piclure.s of Sea 
Fights, and ofbertftlival subjects ; the battles arc chietiy tliosc of 
llie years 1745 Md 17')O'. Here is also a very line portrait of 
Earl ol' .Saiulwieh, represented with long tlowing 
liair, in body armour, with a red sash, and laced neckcloth ; one 

liund 

• When Charles the First was taken from Ilolmby hy Cornet 
Joyce, ^ the fourtli of June, lliAT, he was brought to Hiiichingltrook, 
and kept there, a.s appears from Dugdale (.Slicit View, p. -lO) i>5 
the seventh, when he was removed to Cliildcrley, 
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liand lioMs a trunclieon, tlie oilier *is rested on a cannon. The 
Librtay contains a srnull but select collection of good authors; 
with good half lengliis of rKiNCi; Ilt;PERT when a joiith, and 
Iketon ; a head of tlie Proitcctor CROMWELL in an oval, and 
two very curiovis })iclure« of Crouiwelf.s jiarenis. General Iretou 
is jwintetl in a red dress, in body arinour, with a sash over it; 
his sleeves slashed, his lialr dark ; liis countenance expressive and 
intelligent, with whiskers. IUchard Cromwell, Esq. father 
to Oliver, Ls in the soleinn dress of his time ; Jiis teatures jileasing, 
but languid : Imih this picture, and that of his wife Elizabeth, 
are ilic sank! artist: the latter is engraved in Noble's CroDi'* 
well, yet not accurately : it is a verv interesting portrait.'^ 

The park and grounds of Hiuchingbrook are not extensive, nor 
innch diversified in starl.ice : on the south side, bordering the road, 
is a raised terrace, hot ween which and the house, sculls, aiidotlier 
liuinaii liones, have Ih'i'ii tlug up : towards the south-west are ves- 
tigi s of a more au<it ut entraiicc than the present; and in diti’erciit 
parts of the cslale are fish ponds, which evidently appear to have 
helongcd to the Nnniierv. I’lie entrance GtUcii'aj/ is of stone, 
opening info the court by a large pointed arch lor carriages, and 
two smaller ones at the siiles for foot passengers. It is oniainentcd 
in the style of Henry the Seventh’s time, and on each face have 
been since put up two nide figures of iniman beings, clothed in 
garments of skins, witli eiKirnious ragged staffs. 

IlAlkTEORD, a small village on the rtiads to St. Ives and 
Ramsey, between one and two miles from lluntiiigdon, was, about 
a ceiUuiy ago, the estate of Sir 1 homas Itateman, Kiit. of London, 
in right of his wife, Eli/aiieth, daughter i‘*id heiress of,iMr. 
ftliddleton.f “ The chief house was fowiierly the habitation and 
possession of Dudley Lovell, wlio bore for bis arms, a chevron 
between three wolves beads erased.”i I'hc CLiir/i consists of a 

H li 4 * nave, 

** A few other pictures, of less merit, are in dilferent parts of the 
house ; and liere was formerly a portrait of llie beautiful, but unfor¬ 
tunate, Miss Kay, which is now in the possession ol her son, the pre¬ 
sent Admiral Montagu, to whom It was given by his lialf-brothtr, tlic 
Earl of Sandtvich : Miss Hay had four chddren by the late liail, three 
of whoro^ two sons and a daughter, are now living. 

t Cotton MS. 
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navic, chancel, and aisles, with an onibalikd tower, liaviiin pin¬ 
nacles at the angles, at the west end : the nave is sc|)arated from 
the south aisle by three seiiit-cirrular arches, and from the uurtli 
aisle by three pointed ones, all rising tfoni round columns. The 
principal luonunicuts record the memory of S^iier Sml/, IJ. D. 
Rector of Doddiiigton, in Cambridgeshire, son of' John Snell, 
Es<i. of Stanley, Ileils. (and others of his family,) wlio died in 
March, 1751 , aged si\ty-cigbl ; and of the Miv, lloL^vi I'ari- 
hriii^h, A. M. Rector of Buckiaiid, in Gloucestershire, who de¬ 
parted this life January the 2t;rd. l/S-l, in the lifiy-sevenlh year 
of his age. 

WYTON, or WittoN, with HOUGHTON, are two small 
villages forming one parish, on the south bank of llie Ouse, and 
principally consisting of tlvatcbed cottages. YY’jlon L'lturch ediisi.vls 
of a nave, chancel, and norlii aisle, wilb a lower and sjiire ; the 
nave is separated Ifom tlie aisle liv four pointed arches, with deep 
grooved mouldings ; and from tlie rlianccl by a liiglj pointed one. 
The Sepulchral Memorials are few; among tliein i» a grave stone 
for the Purchus family, and a momunent tor the Ainsiiori/is. la 
this church vyas married the late lliglit Hon. C’liai Jes James Fox, 
and that so long ago as the year I7i) j : the disgraceful conlnmcly 
that was showered upon him wlien he went to France, at tlie conclu¬ 
sion of the late war, and Mrs. Fox was publicly acknowledged as bis 
wife, cannot jet be forgotten. The following extract t'rom the 
Register of Wyton, will prove bow utterly false weie tlie rqjorls 
then promulgated. It should be observed, that Mrs. Fox icddetl 
for a few weeks pievious to her wedding with the Rev. J. IVry, 
at the Rectory; tlijfl Mary Dassonville was her maid servant; and 
Jer. Bradshaw, the dcrli, of Wyton.—“ Churlcn James Pox, of 
the parish of Ciicrtsey, in the comity of Surrey, Batchelor, and 
Rlizabeth Blanc, of <1111.3 parisli, were married in this church by 
license, this 2Slh l)aj of .September, in the ^’ear One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Ninety-live, by me J. Pery, Rector. 


Tliis marriage was -j C. J. Fox. 
solenmi/cd between u.s J Eli/abet li Blane. 


In the iirescucc of 


Mary l)as.soiivi]!c. 
J Jet. Bradshaw.” 
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The Church at Houghton eoii'^ists of a nave, south aisle, and 
chancel, with a tower snrinoiinted* hy a high octagonal spire at the 
west end. The nave and aisle are se|»arate(l hv four sharp pointed 
arclies, and ajiigh pointed arcli, now stopped uj) 03 a gallery lor 
singers, foniierly oj)ened between tlie nave and tower. In tlie 
south wall of the chancel is a double piscina, divided by a short 
eoltinm. I'he manor of Houghton belongs to Lady hparrow, of 
Brampton, hy lieirship from Sir Kobert Barnard, Bart. 

HEMMlNfiFORD ABBOTS, now a siiiall village on the 
south hank of the river Ouse, w-as given to the Abbots of 
Ranisw, hy the inunilicent Bislu))! .Tthelric, about the time of 
King Canute,* and it continued iu their possession till the period 
of the Dissolution. It afterwards bceame tlie property of Kobert 
Tage, Es(j. of whom it was purehased by the Jiatthirds, Baro- 
iHls.* The Ckiiii h consists principally ot'a nave, chancel, and 
aisles, with an embattled tower, suriiionnted by an octagonal spire, 
at the west end. Tlie nave is divided from the aisles by lour 
jiointcd arches, on each side, rising iVoiu octagonal columns, and 
was aneieiiily open to the lower by a high pointed arch. In the 
clauicel are memorials of the Dicktiis luiiiiU', of wliom Charles 
DicL ii',, L. L. D. was forty-seven years Kcetor of Ibis parish ; be 
I'ied in aged seventy-four. Here also is a moiiunicnt for 

John Jlilderslei/, lisi/. Barrister at Law, who died at tlie age of 
seventy, in 1731. Tlie allar-jiiece, which i.« a good painting of the 
miracle of the live loaves and two small fishes, was given by the 
late Dr. Dickens. 

IlEWlMlNtil'Ol'.D GKLV, or East liuM-vtiNGioUD, with 
its appurtenances, was granted to the Chuieh of Kanisev, with 
several other inaiiors, by King Hart|eeiiul, 01 llardicanulc, 
tlirougb ‘ the entreaties of his mother, Emma, who was a most 
luagiiiiieent lover of the Christian faith, and ot inoeaslic dis- 
cipline.’t The ehaiier, as given from the Jva.von, iu the History of 
Kanisey, runs thus : ‘ Hardeeiiut, King, and .\ilgi\e (Emma) the 
<^ueeii his iiiolher, to yEldnoth, Bish(i|i, and liuii, Earl, and 
Keiirie, and all Oliieers of the County of Iluiiiii'igdon, health. We 


* Colton M.S. 


make 


t History of I’aniscy, P. Ill. In Hist. -Ciig. Scrip. 331. III. 
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make known imlb yon, that we, in the iminc of the Holy Trinity, 
Jiavc given ainj granted to th^^hurch ot Ilatnscy, for liie Soul 
of King Cnut, our Lord, and our own souls, the eastern laml of 
UeminingfoRj, and all tliat belongs to if, with sac and soc, as full 
and lionourdbly as wlien in owr own hands. Whosoever, there¬ 
fore, shall try to alienate this our donation from the said church, 
may he be alienated in the day of judgment fi-oni heavenly joy, and 
ntay he have lor his lot, the punishments of hell together with the 
devils.** East Hemmingford was aflerwards granted, by the 
Abbot and Convent, to Wlfwin, son of Alfwyn, to bold for bis 
life, on condition that, alter his death, it should again revert to 
the church, together with olhex Manors then in Jiis possession; 
but all the estates of W'lfvvin being seized, after tlve Norman Con¬ 
quest, by King William, were granted by him to .Mberic de \'er, 
who ‘ possessing the whole by force, left it as an itiliciilance to 
bis heirs.’t In the seventeenth of Edward tlie Second, John, 
Lord Grey, of Wilton, died seized of flcmniingford Tiirbervill, 
as this manor was then called; fliough it aflerwards obtained 
the adjunct of Grey from bis family : in the time of Charles the 
Second it was held by the Neivma ns. 

The Church stands close upon the south banlc of the Ouse 
river,*and consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a tower at 
the west end: the columns supporting the arches of the nave and 
aisles, appear of Norman origin, as do tire arches, whicli have 
been mostly altered into the pointed form : an obtuse arch divider 
the nave from the chancel. In the cast window are various frag¬ 
ments of early painted glass: the west window is not unhandsome. 
Within the altar-rpils is an oval monument of white marble for 
James Johnson, L. L.«D. Chancellor of Ely, with a long Latin 
inscription: he df^^in February, IZSf, at the age of fifty-live. 
Against the south Iral is another monument of white veined mar¬ 
ble, in memolf of Gridin Lloyd, Esq. who died in l68C, aged 
sixty-two. Here also arc sorhe memorials of the Greene family, 
of whom tlie Rev, Charles Greene, A. M. died at the age of fifly- 

cigid, 


History of Ramsey, P, HI. C. 08, 


f Ibid, Chap. 100. 
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eight, ill July, IS03; and against llie south wajl is a tablet for 
llie Margetts tainily. I’lic imnilief of inhabitants in tlic two liem- 
miiigiords, in 1801, was OOO; tliat of houses lOJ, 

ST. IVES, 

A small town, pleasantly situated on the banks of the Ouse 
River, was, in the Saxon times, called i>/ejic, and by that appel¬ 
lation is mentioned in tlie Domesday Book; but it,afterwards ob- 
taiiitfl the name of St, Ives from Ivo, a Persian Arclibisliop of 
much sanctity, who is leported to have travelled through England 
about the year O’OO, prcaciiiiig tlie Gospel with unremitting dili¬ 
gence. In Uie reign of King Edgar, Althelstim Manvcssuue, a 
noble Saxon, bequeathed various estates to the Abbej of Ramsey, 
and, among others, ‘ certain land of Slcpe, and the laud of 
Ilaggethorn hut these estates were not to become the property 
of the eliurcli till after tlic death ‘ of Altwenne, liis youngest 
daughter;' and ‘ if she had an heir, of liim also,’ Some disputes, 
howcicr, arising as to this disposition of his projierty, it was agreed 
on a compromise, that ‘ the land of Slepe, after tlie decease of 
Alfwenne, should altogether remain to the Church of Ramsey, 
whether she had children or not ;t’ and proper sureties wene en¬ 
tered into fur the perfonuaiicc of this agi cement. ‘All this was 
done at Slepe, under the testimony of .Ethclsi, the son of iEthel- 
otaii, the Alderman, and Lcofric, the son of ALthelwyn, the Aider- 
man, Eilric, Lefric, Uc.’l Ten liiiles ‘ of tlie Villc of Slepe’ were, 
notwith-stauding, usurped by ‘ Oswald, a priest, who was brother 
to the widow ol Asthelstaii JMaiivessune but these were at length 
secured to the Abbey, by an exchange for other iund.s.§ 

I'he Monks of Ramsey having thus obtained t'ull possession of 
Slepe, laboured to turn it to the best advantage; and in a few 
years at'tcrwards, the rcinains of Ivo, which were pretended to be 
accidentally discoveied by a pluugbmun, were conveyed, viitli 
much solemnity, to Ramsey ; and the place where they hud been 

found, 


• Hist, of Ramsey, P. 11. Ch.ip. 
t Ibid. J Ibid. V lli'd.CInp- tj. 
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found, was hoRoured by tlio orecfion of a Pkiory, or su¬ 
bordinate to tke former Abbey,, The account of the discovery of 
Ivo’s remains is thus ^iveW. 

“ Tliese things being thus alchieved, it ha|»]>ened tliat St. Ivo, 
wJ:oin the Ancient of Daus, lising frotn above, and foreknowing, 
had decreed, before the beginning of the birth of the first day, to 
visit the Ciiurch oi Uainsev, to be itap{>iiy touiui at the same 
time. 'I'lte blessed relics of that holy Ardibishop, which venera¬ 
ble antiquity of many ages bail cutoinbed in the. land ot' the 
estate of Slept, near the c hannel of the. riser Ouse, were found, 
whilst the plmighcr turned up the bowels of the earth deeper with 
the plough, compelled by the \sill of God, witli oxen, tdeavingfast 
to the possession of so great a treasure, which, while all were ig¬ 
norant whose remains they were, the Saint ap)>carii)g in a visit hy 
night to a certain iionesl man of the cille, utlirnicd to be his own, 
and directed the discovery to be made known at llamsey, w here 
three of his companions were also to be tmind. 'i’he Lord .\hbot 
iEdnuth, convinced of the trutlr of this vision by supenmiurul 
testiiuony, sent for his assr;c.ia(c in good works, the Abbot fieniia- 
nus; and these two having the precious relics of exalled piety 
placed upon their shoulders, conveyed them, attended by a great 
lUuiUtude of people, to the Cliurch of llamsey, wIhtc, at this 
day, they shine with renowned miracles. In the tenth year then 
after the death of our patron Earl Ailwyn, and on the sruire day 
on which he had been entombed, viz. 8th kal. of May, the earth, 
through the Divine bounty, gave us a irew advocate, not in any 
wise to be al'terwards snatched from us by destiny, who, front the 
place of his repo|e, unceasingly intercedes before God for tlie 
same, nay, even fbr all^ his worshippers.’* Tire reality of the 
discovery of the Sabit’^ remains, was, how ever, not wholly regarded 
as satisfactory iit tb^ credulous days ; for the Monkish historian 
aflinns, that ‘ Eduoth, who is by most coitjeclured to have hecir 
once Bailin' of Skjte,’ tor deriding the truth of the vision, and 
calling the Saint bkuselt, Saint Coiler, was, in ‘ vengeance of hi.'s 

persevering 


* Ibid. P. Ill, Chap. C8. 
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jicrsevcring rashness/ plagued whh ‘ boots to the end of his life}» 
ill order tliat, ‘ through tliis desti^tion of the flesh, his spirit 
itiight deserve to be s;\ved in llie day of the Lord/’* 

Oil tiic spot where St. Ivo is stated to have beeu found. Abbot 
Ldiiolh built 'a Cliurrii; and soon afterwards, anno 1017, tlie 
i’liory was creeled by Eari Adelniar, who jilaeeil Iierc some Bena- 
"^dictine Monks lioin Ramsey, and granted tbeni various possessions 
and privileges: other iniiuunities \^ere granted liy Pojie Urban tlie 
Second. In the year liO?, the Church and Priory offices were 
burnt ;t but being rebuilt, continued in siiliordination to Ramsey, 
till after liic Dissolution, when, in the tliirty-sixtli of Heniy the 
Eighth, the site of the Priory was granted to Sir Thomas 
AudJey.i Tiie Priory Barn and Dove House are yet standing in the 
iiurlli-east part of the town, but tiiey do not exhibit any thing 
remarkable. 

The opinion liiat St. Ives liad a Mint in tlie Saxon times, says 
Mr. Cough, “ re-.ts cntirelv on a mistake of a coin of Eadinuud 
having on the. reverse h-c Moucta, the name of the Muit-iiiaster,§ 
which, in tlie ‘ Philosophical Transactions,’ was appropriated to 
St. J\cs; whereas that name w'as not known in the Saxon times, 
and it is called Slepe in Doiiicsday.”|| In this town, the Earl of 
Iloilaiid, wlio had taken up arms for Charles the First, was made 
piisom r, alter his defeat on the sevciilh of July, KiiS.lf 

The (.'hun k is a very light and neat edifice, consisting of a nave, 
I'liaiicel, and aisles, with a iiortii and south )K)rch, and a liamisome 
lower, surinouiited by a spire, at the west end. The nave is se¬ 
parated Iroin tlie aisles by four large arches on each side, rising 
IVoin slender piers, having halt coluinns at tlie^sides. Tlie tower 
is sustained on strong piers, and is opejj to tiic aisles by pointed 

arches; 




f Cotton MS. 


Ibid. P. 11. C'l’.ap. jg. 

J 'i’:uitier's Not. 


5 “^ce Uxtkes Tab, V. 4. 


{j fioaglrs C.tm. Vol. II. p. lj». 


f Dog. Short View, p. 2S4. 
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arches; a gowl gallery, with a glazed casement, is iiiter|iosed De¬ 
tween the nave and tower on the east: the west window is large ; 
and most of the windows are divided by muUions, and rainided 
above: the chancel is the oldest part of the building. The Se¬ 
pulchral Memorials, both in the Church and Cliurch-yard, are 
numerous, but do not record any thing particularly remarkable.'' 
The spire of this edifice has been twice Mown down. In this town 
are two Baptists Meetings, a Quakers Meeting, and a Presby¬ 
terian Meetmg; the latter had its rise at the period of the Civil 
Wars, when the ejected Minister of St. Ives was snpiiorterl by the 
inhabitants in opposition to the reigning powers. 

Great part of St. Ives was destroyed by a sudden and dreadful 
fire, which happened on the thirtieth of April, l68.9, and which 
** began in a malt-house at the end of White Hart I.ane, next 
Paddle Moor. The wind being very high, the fire presently flew 
np to the street, and cross the Sheep Market, consuming every 
thing in its way down to the water side ; as also jrart of Bridge- 
street, and of the two houses over the Bridge. It laid in ashes, 
messuages and dwellings belonging to 122 persons, and llunilies, 
with all tlK'ir household goods, malt, corn, grain, hay, shop-goods, 
houses, and merchandizes; the whole loss amounting to upwards 
of 13072l,”t 

The lower parts of the town, being built directly on the Ouse 
banks, have been several times overflowccl: this was particularly 
the case in January, 1725,-6, when all the adjacent mcadoas, and 
a great portion of the fens, were under water. Over the river 1 “ 
a goorl stone Brid'^e of six arches, four of which arc pointed, 
with strong ribs* beneatii; the other two arc seini-eirnilar, and 

Mere 

* In the Church-yard wai formerly a stone for a celebrated Game¬ 
ster, thus iascribed. 

• Hsi* lie-, tlio body of AV /'ittr.r, 

Who spent his money, and pawn’d Iiis clothes. 

If any one :,hould ask his name, 

'Tis Highest, Lowest, Jack, and Game. 

t MS. in possession of the Rev. F. G. Panting, bt. Ivr?, 



-HtNTIKGDONSHISE. 


' 4«S* 


were rebuilt in the year 1716, by William, Duke of Mandiestery 
who also rebuilt and widened tI»«.#'A«ij/’in 1734-. ■ The Bridge is 
j^aid to llu^ e been first erected by the Abbots of Ramsey. Near 
the middle, O'/er one of the piers, is an ancient building, proba-^ 
bly intended for a chapel, but now inhabited as a dwelling; lire 
upper part, which suffered by the fire ki ifiSf), is traditionally 
said to have served as a ligbt-liouse to ftersons uavigating the Ouse 
river. In the pits in the neighbourhood of this town, the Contao 
Ammnnh, Bdemnitei, and other fossHs, are occasemlly found. 

St. Ives includes tire two nianors of Siepe and Buttdlcrs; by 
far tin' greater parts of which arc ccpylwdd, and held wider the 
Dukes of Manclrester: the tenants, liowever, have the sii^lar 
pri\ ilege of “ cutting down wood or timber on their own grounds, 
not only for their own use, hut to sell ami dispose of as they may 
see fit, without license from the lord.”* The police of the town 
is under the superiiitendencc of a High Constable. 

1 he charter for the Market was granted about the year J 290, 
by liilward the I'irst.f It is one of the largest ki the kingdom for 
beasts, slice)), poultry, pigs, &c, and is said by the inhat>itants, to 
be only second to that of Sinithfield, hi London. Here also are- 
two well treriueiited fairs, held aunually, at. Michaelmas aud at 
Whitsuntide ; the former s|)rimg from an annual meeting apjKiint- 
eil in 1020, to be held on the I'easl of St. Michael; the latter 
was granted by a charter of Henry the Fir.st, dated hi lli.0, and 
privileged to continue from ‘ Whit Monday till the Monday I'ol- 
iowing, aud all that day.’ At these fairs, great quantities of cat- 
tie, sheep, second-hand clothing, bahevdasbery, cue. are disjKised 
01; aud at the Michaelmas fair, mut li cheese ^ sold. Here ^are 
llirce ale and small-beer Bn-wr/rs, aud,several malt-kilns. Tlie 
urns and public houses are numerous. IViauy eharilable donations 
are recorded on tw'O tables in the <;l)tircli, but flic gifts are not 
largo. The population of St, Ives, as returned under the act of 

IbOt, 


• MS. in the posscs-jltm ot the Kev. F. G. Panting. 

t ' F-divurdus Brimus institnit Mrrfutum :h oppuU Sti I'oonis de Siepe. 
in Die Lanm.' Cotton MS. 
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180l,*"«mouiitc(l to 2()pp; of whom 1036 were joalfs, aud I Of)* 
females: the m^ber of hot&s at the same p«'rioil, was 4r8, 
Among^ the latter, and chiefly on the outskirts of tljc lowii, arc 
some good mansions, the residences of respectable fsmiilies. The 
principal of'these is SLEPK HALL, so called by the present jros- 
ssssor and resident, ColoneLWliite^ but more commonly (Jromii'elt 
Placti 'from Cromwell having resided here when he renled the 
Wood Farm of Mr. While’s ancestors; by one of whom, tlie sub¬ 
stantial brick-edifice, which now stands here, on the silc of tlic 
old house, was built about the beginning of the last century, lu 
this mansion is a curious picture, containing tw o half length figures, 
generally said to be of the Protector Oliver, and smne other of 
his family: yet this seenrs doubtful; for the subject, as far as can 
be seen from the picture in its present state, (the bottom part 
having been cut oftj) alludes to some event of which lliere is no 
corresponding record in the lite of Oliver; ueilher «loes the re¬ 
semblance hear any particular liluniess to the otlier pictures we 
have of him. Tiiis piece represents an elderly person in a close black 
dress, plain at the wrists, with a broad falling band at his neck, bis 
beard and bis wliiskers white, and in one band a cane ; be is con¬ 
versing with a iiiore gayly dressed young man, (probably his son,) 
'who has placed bis own riglit band on bis senior's left, and in bis 
other hand holds by the hair a human head, of sombre and cada- 
varous colouring. The marking irons which Oliver used to mark 
his sheep, aud are mentioned by Noble, have been lately lost. 
Tins estate is the site of the ancient manor of Sltpc, luid a free¬ 
hold, in wliich latter respect it diflers from almost every other 
at St. Ives. « 

Tanner records the na-iic of Uoger de St. Ives,*' an Augustine 
Friar, who wrote against the Lollards about 13p0, and who aj^- 
pears to have been living in 1420. Another native of this town, 
of far highel'eminence in the walks of literature, is the present 
€. J; PltATT, Esp. who was born on Clirisfmas-day, 174y,-n0,t 
and became distinguished for his poetical talents at the early age 

of 

. 1 ^. Brit. p. 641. f Monthly Mirror, Vol. XV. p- ■''OJ. 
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of twenty, when he commemorated the deatfi of Goldsmith by 
that exquisite poem ‘ The Tears of .Genius.’ Madf Mlier beautiful 
productions liave issued from his prolific [ten, one ot tlie princqnit 
of which, ‘ Tlje Poor, or Cottage Pictures,’ appeared in 1801, 
adorned with some fine engravings after the designs of Loutber- 
boiirg. Of his novels, his Liberal Opinions, .Emma Corbet, and 
Family Secrets, are undoubtedly the best; in the former, he 
is supposed to have shadowed some partietdars of his own life, 
under the character of Benignus. One of his last mrorks is his 
‘ (Ileanings,’ whicii contain a great variety of admirable {^tures 
drawn from real lite, hut coloured, ]>eihaps, witli somewhat too 
full a |>encil, and too higidy mingled with the meretricious hues of 
affected sentiment. His style of jiwtic composition partakes more of 
the manner of Goldsmith than of any other writer: in his prose 
works we are fre<iucntly reminded of the graces of Sterne. His 
life has been chequered by diversity ; yet, on the evening of his 
<lnys, the calm sunshine of Iraiujuil Jiappiness ap|K'ars to descend 
with a st<*ady light. Early in life, he entered into Holy Orders; 
and when at Peterborough, became an esteemed and |K>pular 
preacher: he afterwards kept a bookseller’s shop at Bath. His 
father, who was sometime High Sheriff of this county, was a res* 
jH'ctable brewer at St. Ives, :ui(l lies buried, witli others of his tii- 
inily, ill a vault under the Church. His mother was niece to Sir 
Thomas Drury. The following soniu-t was, several years ago, ad¬ 
dressed to Mr. Pratt by his friend Dr. Mavor, ‘ on a Mental Re¬ 
view of his various works 

With thee, sweet bard ! I’ve felt th’ extatic^low 
Awak'd by ‘ Hi/mpathy,' and trac’d !:er laws; 

‘ Humanity lias taught my tears to flmv j 
‘ Benevjience’ has urg’d the ‘ Poor' man’s cause. 

I-ed by the magic of thy fertile mind, 

'I hrough fields of fancy have 1 lov’d to stray ; 

Now wept fictitious woes, to gloom resign’d ^ 

Now caught Mirth’s transports from thy colouring gay. 

To every touch my heart responsive beat. 

And own’d a master’s hand, and felt bi» powers complete. 

VoL. VII. August, 1808. li* But 
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But not, dear ‘ Gleaner,' to ilijr genius bright, 

Aloue i^ur this trihuury strain 
Oft has thy converse cheer'd Dt jcction's niglit— 

'i'liy friendly balm reliev’d severest pain! 

HOLYWELL is situated upon a coaunanding eniiuettce, about 
a. mile ami a half eastward from St. Ives, and overlooks t lie fine 
expanse of meadows bordering on the Ouse River. It deiives its 
naiUG front a (Veil, or Spring, of soft water, which rises near the 
bottom of the Church-yard, and witicli, in the days ol supersti¬ 
tious credulity, was much frequented by religious devotees. In 
the second volume of bis ‘ Gleanings in England,' JVlr. I’nttt 
atfirms, on the autlioiity of the late Rev. B. llutchiiisoii, F. R. S. 
who was Rector of this Parish, and publislied proposals for a 
History of Iluiitingdunshire, that this village was the site of a 
Roman station, and that various fragments of Roman vessels, pot¬ 
tery, &c. have befii dug up here. Tlie Church consists of a nave, 
aisles, and cliancel, with a tower at the west etui: the nave and 
aisles are separated by throe (lointed arches on each side, rising 
from octagonal columns: the roof is of timber, with carvings of 
regal figures on the intermediate beams. In the chancel is a tablet 
in memory of the ‘ Rev. ILnry Panott, almost thirty-five years 
Rector of this Parish, one of the Prebendaries of the Chinch of 
Lincoln;’ and of ‘ Catherine, his wife, yinmgest daughter of Sir 
William Halford, Bart, of Welliara. co. Leicesterand iii the 
pavement is a grave-stone for ‘ the Rev. Benjamin Ihuchinson,’ 
mentioned above, who was bom iu 173^, and died March 22, 180-t. 

In Holywell Parish is N’EEDINGWORTII, a large iiamlet, si- 
tuqted oil the r«ad to Bluiitisiiam and Erith. Tiie houses arc 
neatly thatched, and from being almost all whitc-w'aslied, and 
interspersed with small gardens, the whole place has a clean 
and comfortable uppcarauce. Here was born Sir Ambrose 
Nicholas, Lord Mayor of London in l 576 , who was apprenticed 
to a skinner, and founded and endowed 'an iHius-housc for twelve 
persons in Miigwell-street, 

BLUNTISllAM, called Blunicaham in old writings, was pur¬ 
chased tor the monks of Ely, by “ the glorious Prelate .Edelwold,” 
of Wlnolb, a Saxon, between tlie years 1008 and 1015. The 

following 
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following particulars of the purchase and its consequences, Site tran¬ 
slated from the ‘ History of the Church of Ely,'published by Gale. 
“ The agreement being made, and the price of the purchase being 
settled, viz. /ixx iwuiids, Wlnofli sent bis eldest son to Ely for 
that money, and there he received from Brithnoth, the Abbot, c 
shillings; but the xxv pounds which retnaiiied, was given to him 
afterwards, Itefore King Edgar, and before his wise men; which, 
when it was done, WInoth before them, delivered up to the Bishop, 
Bluntcthm, with the Chirograph.* Moreover, Brithnoth, the 
Abbot, gave to WInolh vii {rounds for all thitigs which were at 
Blimteshani, viz. (or the men, and for stock, and for corn. But 
afterwards, King Edgar being dead, the sons of a certain man, by 
name Bogo, of Hcmmin"''eford, claimed the same land, saying, 
that their uncle, called by name Topac, ought to possess the same 
land by hereditary right; by this reason, viz. that the ‘ grand- 
fether of the same Topa:, being in the llower of manhood, had 
passed over to Bhmteshain, and ha<l sought King Edward, in the 
territory called Grantebruc^e, at the the time when Toli, the Earl, 
had obtained the province of Hu NT t DUNE by force against the 
King, and for that cause he ought to have his land by right; — 
the whole of which, the wise men of that province, and the elders, 
who well remembered the time when Toli, the Earl, was slain at 
the river Thames, pronounced ‘ frivolous.’ They said also, that 
‘ King Edward had acquired the proviue.e of lluiitedune, and had 
subjugaled it to his rule, before that he had possessed the comity 
of Ciranfebruege:” they affirineil likewise, that ‘in the whole 
eonnty of limitedune, there was not land so free, whirh through 
■forfeiture, could not be lost, cxcejiting two lis^lis near Spahkeic.’ 
They decreed therefore, that Whioth %hould make the land of 
lihmtesham quiet to .Edehvold, the Bishop, or should restore the 
money received to him. 

“ After these things, the whole county of Iluiiteduuc was con¬ 
vened by Beovhnoth, Alderman, and by Alfwold, and by .$dric ; 
and without tlelay tficre was a very great assembly. Wiiiotli, bc- 
uig summoned, brought with him very many liege men, viz. all 
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the bcrar ones of the vi limiflreils; aiid Lefsi, late of Kty, brought 
there the CliirogMph of BUintesham. The claim lieing then lai(t 
open, iiiid the truth of the matter canvassed, discussed, and tr'ud 
hs jud'jmcnt, they toi'k nwtty lihinteshain from the sous ot'Bi>"aii 
for two reastuis: first, because they liad invented falsely whatever 
they had said of Tojuc, and of their grandmother; and secondly, 
that he was more )>ro])er to have the land who had the Chirograph, 
than he who had it not. Then WInoth hronghf more than a thou¬ 
sand liege men, that hy tlieir oath, he might make good his claim 
to the same land; but the sons of Bogan would not take the oath. 
Tlicreforc all adjudged that WInoth should have Bhmtcsham: and 
tl>ey hy tlieir faith proiiiiserl that they would testify the same when 
there should be oecaskm for it. But uiien the wliole of this was 
done, .-Kdeluold, the Bisliop, gave. WInoth .\i shillings, and one 
war horse of the value of iii mares, because he had liikeii inucli 
trouble in this husiiies*;, and because he was about to pass the sea 
ill tlic service of his lord.”* In the general coiifirination of the 
possessions of the Cliurch of F.ly, granted hy Edwaifl tlie Con¬ 
fessor, Bhiiitishani is mentioned, together with Sivaldwich, Colne, 
and Sonicrsham, these heitig all the places in this county then 
belonging to the .Abbey. 

The Cliurch at Bluntisham is remarkable from being one of the 
very few whose chancel terminates, not eirrularly, as Mr. Gough 
describes, hut in a half hexagon; each division of which is carried 
up pxraniidically, with hultrcsses at the an,gles, and is liglited hy 
a pointed window, separated hy a imillion into two parts, with 
trefoil heads. This is a handsome and nearly uniform huiiding, 
the thief variation being in three of the w indows on the iioi lli side, 
tlie luullioiis of whicli Rave been removed, and the spares filled 
up by modern glazing. At the west end is a gootl embattled 
tow er, surmounted by a spire; and on the sontli side a large 
porch, opening under a pointed arch, above wliicli is a broken 
niche for a Sfafnc, with sculptures of heads,'and otlier figures: 
among tliein are two flying nioiistcrs, with distended .jaws, for 
waterspouts. The interior is light, and decently ke{>t: the imx'e 
is divided from the ai.s!es l>y four pointed archc.s, on each 

side 
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sj<k‘ risiijg from clustered piers; ilie roofs are of timberyind at 
the entrance of the chancel is an old wooden ^^een, carved and 
ornamented in the Gotliic style. At the end of the north aisle 
is a Piscina; ,and some ancient stained "lass remains in the crockets 
of liie east windows. Among the Monuments is a while marble 
tablet ill memory of the learned Dr. S. Kniglit, who was Cimplaiq 
to (jeorge the First, and died Rector liere in December, 1/46'. 
He wrote the Lives of Dean Colei and Erasmus, as is mentioned 
in his ejiitaph, which is as tblluvvs: 

iliejuxta situs est Samuel KMCtir, S.T.P. 

ICccIcsia; Llionsis Pr.Tbcndarius. Com; llerkiensii 
Arcliliiiaconus, ct hujus Ecclesia; Rector; 

Rci Ant'ii’.iaria’ cujnscunq. generis Cultor Studiosus; 

I’r.vcipuO ve:u ram.T \ irorum Ingenii, ^'irtlttis 

Jil L'lcrarum laucie max ir.c insigiiium l aiitor cximius, 

I’runt cu, qua' Stripsit de vn;i lebusq. gr-slis 

Celtb: Erasmi et C'l'cii, palem lestamum faciiint 
Conscioitando assidiuiis. Rebus gerendis Sedulus. 

I’ra'st rtim iis, qiiibus aut Armorem inter anticos 
jAK'orum longinqu t.itc dis.'itos fuvere, 

Aut publicum Lcclesia' Commodum promovere, 

Aut quam plutimiis prodessc p ituerit: 

.'Vdeo lit Posieri', j'jre conimendei'ar 
Tar.qi.am buinano generi .Amicus. 

Laburibus, Studiw, ct Kcgoiiis tandem confeclus 
Jn hoc loco placidam invenit quieieni, 

Jieatam expcciaiis Hesurrectioncm. 

Ob: Dec: 10, 1740. .-l-'uit. 7J. 

Hoc Mor.umcnium Kevereotia’ ct Pictatis ergo 
Posuit I'ilius unicus. 

The Font is ocfagonal, ami oruaniented with sciilpt.ures of roses, 
masks, itc. On Uie not ill .side of the tower, at the west end, is 
an n|)artiiicnt used as a ClmrUj/ School for poor boys of Rlnn- 
lisliain and Eritli, who arc taught reading, writing, and arithmetic; 
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the sl^ry of the Master is defrayed l)y rents arising from 
laiids. The Cljufeli-yard commands an extensive view into Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, including the towers of Ely Cathedral, and several 
other churches. On a tomb-stone here is the followiiig inscription 
on Adkian Lucus, a celejnatcd prize-fighter and wrfestler, who 
died in May, 1072 . 

Here lyes (he Cenqueror conquered* 

Valiant as ever England bred, 

Whom neither art, nor steel, nor strength. 

Could e’er subdue, till Death at length 
'J’hrew iiim on liis back ; and here be lyes. 

In hopes herealter to arise. 

The village princiitally consists of one long irregular street, the 
chief house being the Rectory, and staudiiig at the upper end. 
This was built by the pre.sent Rector, the Rev. R.Tillard, about 
ten or twelve years ago, in place of a more ancient mansion: its 
situation is pleasant. The pojiulation of Blunlishani, as returned 
jn 1801, was 4()0; tlic number ol'houses 83. 

In the year 17-11, a most exlraoidinary Ilutricune passed 
through this village, in its course from the south-west, in the 
neighbourhood of Huntingdoii, to tlie sea near Lynn. It began 
exactly at noon, and lasted about thirteen minutes, eiglit of them 
in full violence. The storm brought with it a mist, and seeming 
not thirty yards high from the ground, rolled along at tlie rale of 
a mile and a half in a minute, with a noise like thunder. The 
Rectory House was untiled, the statues and ballnstrades on it 
blovu) down, as a(so all the stabling; sixty empty barns in the 
Parish, the alehouse, and- about twelve dwidling houses out of 
100, experieiicetl the same fate; together with all the mills in its 
track, and many stacks of bay and torn. Tlie )>igcons that were 
caught in it, were dashed to pieces against the ground; and very 
few trees escaped. ■*A*t Somershani it blew with equal fury; but 
at Cambridge it was^ so violent, though attended with thunder 
bifid lightning; bpi'dtily a few booths were blown down at Stur- 
ttWge Fair. Af^l^sbccli, where its couisc was observed very 
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narrowly, it was seen that there were two currents of j^uds, 
wliich moved on with great force and rapidity; ojif from the north¬ 
west, the Ollier from tlie south-west; and that these currents unit¬ 
ed between Wisliech and Lynn, when nothing conW withstand 
their violence; and the great Church of St. Margaret at Lynn wag 
blown down. When the storm had pa^d, a calm succeeded for 
an hour, and the wind then continued pretty high till ten o'clock 
at night.* 

ERITH, or Earith, a res|)ecfahle hamlet belonging to Biim- 
tisliam, is situated near tlie edge of the county on the road to 
Ely. The houses form a street about half a mile in length, and many 
of them are inhabited by Quakers, who Lave a meeting-house here. 
The number of inhabitants in ISOl, was 3b'2 ; that of bouses 71. 

About two furlongs from Eritli, towards tiic uorlli-cast, is the 
litc of an Encampment, called the Lulivalks, why!i appears 
to include between three and tour acres of groni.d. Itoiii its 
form, which is neatly that of a parallelograni, with bastions at 
llie angles, iStc. it would seem to be of no very remote origin, and 
was probably thrown up in the Civil Wars. On the south-west and 
north sides, the raniparis are prelly bold, and strengthened by a 
diitli; but towards the east, where tlie contiguity of the Ouse 
River rendered an attack k'^s available, the del’ences are not so 
strong. Beyond tiie mote regular works to the north-east, have 
been other entrenchments, though these can with flitlicully be 
distinguished Ifom the eiiihanknieiits of tlie fens. This tbrtitica- 
tion has not hitherto been noticed in any printed antboriiy. 

.■\t COLNE, another member of the Soke of Somersliani, re¬ 
sided, in the reign of Edw'ard the Third, the Lajly Blanch Wake, ‘ a 
near kinswoman of the King.’t whose yiansion was about the dis¬ 
tance of a mile from the palace heloiiging to the Bisliops of Ely 
at Soniersham. Tl:e contiguity of their estates occasioned ‘ many 
controversies to arise daily coiicerniug bounds, anil otlier mat- 

I i 4 * ters,’ 

* Gough's Cam. Vol. II. p. lO'O: from Phil. Tram. N. -101, p. 851, 

She was daughter of Henry, Earl of Lancaster, who was nephew 
to Edward the first. 





HrN'N^UDQNSHlKE. 


(crs,^l>etw'£cii llic tJieii Bis/iop, 'J'lioinas Lyl(]f, ant? this Indy; 
and as ‘ the Bitjjiop was a rougli and plain inan, hanlly brooking 
such indignities as it is likdt a uuniaii of that nobility would be 
ready enough to offer,’ she ‘ conceived a deadly and inveterate 
lualacc against him, for wreaking whei eof, site awaited an o|>por- 
Innity.' This soon occiirtlfed; for the Bishop having otiended the 
King, by reprehemliug hiiii for appointing Robert Strelton to the 
Bishopric of Lichfield, the Lady, ‘ thinking it now a tit time, 
coinnienced a suite against him, the groimde and colour whereof 
was this. Certeiiic lewde (H-rsons had tired some housing belong¬ 
ing to the stiid lady, and being apprehended, were content to 
accuse the Bishop of this foule fact; and before ever the Bishop 
heard any thing of the matter, at the instance of the latly, and 
commandment of the King, a .\ixi Prius passed against him, and 
adjudged him to the pajnieiit of whicli jrreseutly lice 

was faille to lay dowiie.’ Notwithstanding this, he ap|K‘nled to 
a jury; but the ladv’s iiitluciicc having prevented liini from ob¬ 
taining a copy of the former judgment, ‘nothing could be done;' 
on wliicli lie complained to tlie King; but with so iiincli wiiriiitli, 
that Edward ‘ accused him to the I’ailiainent then asst'iubled,’ by 
whom be was sentenced ‘ never more to come into the King's 
presence.’ 

The enmity of the principals was takr'ii up by Ibtir domestics; 
and not long alterwards, the Bisliojfs Cbambciiain slew one of 
llie Lady Blanch's servants, in a violent atfray, that origiimled in 
a dispute about the houudaiies of the two estales. The Bishop 
was soon accused as an accessary to the murder; and though 
‘knowing himself ^guiltless,'yet tearing that this w-ould ‘ prove 
but *as bis otlier sntes hiui dune, lie sold all iiis moveable goods, 
put the money into the hands oi trusty friends, and bid biiiiscltl 
This might not serve bjs turn; he was found guilty by the crowiicr’s 
inquest, and liis len\{)pralitics seized into the King’s hands. See¬ 
ing, therefore, the worst, (as hee llioiight,) he was content, upon 
summons, to app||U' in the King’s Bench, where he demanded 
trial b) his freere^, which the judges denied him, well knowing 
that, bynii ff jdinary and houourubie trial), they should not he 
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»blr, to coiidenine him. A common Jurt/ of tiirhr Kvislt&^f the 
i'o.v/ti>ui»d him !<nilty, as necessary aCujr the facri‘ f'<)rso<)il(, quod 
pr<vJictum liadulfum (tlie CliamlH*rlaiii) post prrjicimt/im frlonhim 
receptasset scienter; wliieli, notwirtistandiii", he to the last "aspe 
with great protestations ever denied.’ JiiHginent lieingproiinuncwl 
against hint, he appealed to the Airht)ishop ol'Caiilerhiirv, that 
he might he put to ‘ his cationiciill pnvijation;’ hut tiie I’rinvate 
advising him to intreat tavor of the King, iie resolved to “ have 
recourse unto the Pope, to whom rei>ayrii>g, he declared all flic 
circumstances of his trouhle, t'roiii the hegiiiniiig nnio the end. 
Hereui»oii his aceiiMTs were cited to appear in the Pope's Court, 
and for iu>t ap|»earing, were cxroiimnniicated. The Bislioppe of 
Linc'olne was coniinandcd to denonnee this excommunication, 
whith he tlid, to his great trouble; and aUo, that if any ot the 
excuiiiiuunicate were dead, he slwtuld cause them to be digged 
out of their gr.ives, and forbid them huriall in holy earth. This 
jtc'reniptorv tlealing of the Pojie inoted the King nnto great choi- 
Icr; lor divers of those that were excomnmnicaie, were persons 
of no small arvoimt; some of them of his Privy Council. Pro¬ 
clamation was therefore%iado throughout the rcaline, that, upon 
paiiie of death, no man shoidd hen alter he so hardy as to bring 
into the realme, any kind ol writing irom (lu Pope’s Comt. Some, 
iiotuiihstandiiig, contrary to tins prolnbitioi:, d< livered letters to 
tin- Uishop|ie of lltrchesler, then 'I'lvaMirer ot England, from the 
Pope, concerning this niutler; and tearing the worst, had armed 
ihcnisclvcs: tins tione, tlnpv slinnike awav, and fled; but were 
soon after apprebended, and diversely punished; some dismem¬ 
bered, others fairc and well hanged. 'I'lie P^ipe hearing of this, 
was so incensi'd, that lice wrote a xj-ry sharpe letter unto the 
King, iireatinng out terrible Ibreals against liiin, if liee did not 
presently reconeiJe biniself nnlo the liislioppe, and cause full 
amends to bee niatle him for all the losse hec had suslained, 
eyther by the lady'^ or him, in these tronblos. The King was loo 
wise eyther to do all hee required, or utterly to despise his aiitlio- 
r>ly: the one he knew was not for his honour, nor ('O fiirre had 
this tyrant incroaclicd upon the authority of Princes) the other 

for 
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for Jbtjs safety. Warned by the examples of King John, Henry 
the Eniperour, and oll.'er, hce ihouglit good not to exasperate 
him too much; and so was content to yeaidc unto somewhat: 
but, before the matter could grow to a full conclusion, it was 
otherwise ended by God, who look away the Bishop by death : 
be deceased at Avinion (Avignon) June 123, 1361, and was there 
buried.’’* Not any fragment of the Lady Blanch’s House is now 
standing; and the Bishop's Palace at Somersham has been equally 
destroyed. 

Colne was anciently a cliapclry to Soniersham ; but during the 
era of the Coininonweallh, Colonel Wauton, brother>in-law to 
the Protector Oliver, and one of the King’s Judges, having re¬ 
ceived many kindnesses from Dr. Thomas Lawrence, lu-ad of Ba- 
liol College, and Margaret Professor, w hen n prisoner at 0>,foid, 
procured it to be made a Rectory, by gelling the small lytlies 
annexed to it, and then presented it to the I>ocl(>r; the latter 
being then in great «!i>lress, liis known loyalty having occasioned 
his expulsion from all liis Churcli prcfcrments.f 

Coh.e priiieijially consists of thatched cottages, scattered over 
a large plot of gruund. 'rhe house of the Lady Blanch V\’ake 
was, iu the last centiirv, iiihahited by the Driirys; and was wholly 
pulled down alioiit eigiileen or twenty years ago; the grounds 
round the site have a park-like appearance, 'flie Church, which 
is almost half a mile from the village, a[)pears, from tlie style of 
its architecture, to have been erected about the lime of Henry tin 
Third. It consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a tower 
at the west end, standing uiihin tiie area of the Church, siniilai'Iy 
to that at Stone jn Kent,) and being open to the aisles, but not 
to the nave, on which si^e the arch has been walled up for addi¬ 
tional support. Between the nave and aisles on each side, are 
fi nr wide arches, rising from octagonal columns; an obtuse arch 
separates the nave and chancel. In the south wall of tiic latter 

is 
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is -A Piscina; arid at tlie end of the south aisle, where was pt%ba- 
hlv a Chapel, is a double Piscina, Some miitiliited remains of 
arms and figures in stiiiiied glass, apjrear in two or tlirec of flie 
windows: the .windows of llie aisles in tlie west wall are of the 
laueet form. On a grave-stone in the nave is the indent of a 
Knight under a canopy, with shields of arms ahnvc ; the brasses 
gone. The walls are supported by bnttresse-; those of the west 
wall arc particularly strong. Tbis edifice was new roofed, and 
otherwise repaired, in ISO7. 

The Manor of the Soke* of SOMERSHAM, w liich includes 
the several Parishes of Somer.sham, Pidlty, Colne, niuntishani, 
and Eritli, belonged some years since to the Jl.immonds of 
Kent, and was afterwards “ the property of the Duke ot Manches¬ 
ter by puicliasc from tlie last Thomas Haiimiond, Esq. who left no 
children.”f It has since been bought by Sir Robert Burton, Kut, 
wlio has dis))Oi>cd of a considerable portion of tlie estates, but still 
retains the manorial rights. 

Somershani was given to the Monastery of Ely by the brave 
Duke Brithnoth, or Hrithiiod, in the year 9.^1, "ith srvcral other 
valuable manors, on the condition that, if he sliouki be slain in 
battle, the Monks should inter his body in their church ; and this, 
as the esent demanded, they puiictuully periorined. The ciicutn- 
staiiccs which led to this valuable donation, are stated at length ill 
the Librum ElUmem,\ from which it appears, that Brithnoth 

having 

• ' Soke generally signifies franchise, liberty, or jurisdiction ; someiime* 
a terriiory or precinct.’ A'ef. Dorn, iiuq/i, p. 5j0. 

t Gough’s Cam. A'ol. l1. p. I ji). 

t IJh. II. Chap. 0. ’Ihe account given by the Kiy ITotori.an, when 
divested of some portion of its viihiage, Isiicailv ki.lo'.is. “ Ihat 
most noble person, Hkithnoth, was tl.o briotsi Dufe ol the Nor¬ 
thumbrians; and. for ins wundertui wisdi in, aiul bodily cour.oge, was 
surnanied by all, Ahlcrinan. lie was eloquent in speech, robust in 
strength, large in body, active in wailare, and beyond nn-.isure cou¬ 
rageous: besides wlncli, he reverenced li.'o cburcli, and bestowed hi* 
whole patrimony for the use of the mini:lets of God. He passed his 

whole 
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having been refused a suHicieiicy of food for himself, and his coni> 
ininioiis in amts, at the Abbey of Ramaey, when on their way to 
oppose the Danes at Malden, re)>aired to lily; where the Ahhot, 
and his Convent, treating him with innch greater hospifalitv, he, 
to recompense their Inninfy, gave them the manors alhuled to. 
It seems probable that the Soke of Sotiiersharn was separated 
from the See of lily at the Dissolution, as it is described in the 
Cotton M.S. as his •Majesties Manor;’ and the I’ulacc, “ which 
James Stanley, the lavish and exprnceful Uishop of lily, heau- 

titied 

whole life in dtfoiwiieg the liberties of his counii v, and would sontur 
die than suffer an injury done to it to go unrevenged. 'i herefore, when 
the Danes, at a cenain lime, had landed at Malduuc, (Maiden,) he 
hastened to encounter them with an armed force, and slew almost the 
whole of them «n the bridge over the river. 'Ilie few who got back, 
animated their brethren to revenge the deaths of their countrymen, and 
in the fourth year afterward-, they again land at Maldune, under their 
leaders, Justin and Gntlimund ; and immeciately give out that they 
are come to avenge their former loss, and proclaim ‘ that he should be 
accounted a coward, who should not dare to enter into combat with 
Britlinod.' 

“ T’.e Duke, incensed at their boldness, summoned his former com¬ 
panions to this enterprizc, and, spurred on by his too great courage, lie 
took his way to the war witii only a few warriors. In the course of 
his way, he drew near to Ramsey Abbey, and requested entertainment 
and provision for his men. It was told him that the place was nut suf¬ 
ficient for so great a number ; but that himself, and seven of his com¬ 
panions, might have what he desired. To this, it is said, the Duke 
thus replied; ‘ l.ct» the J^ord Alibot know that 1 alone, witliout tlie 
loldiers, will not dine; beci^use I alone, without them, am not able to 
igbt.’ So departing, he directed his wav to the Church of Ely, in- 
orming the Abbot jEI-i, that he, with a small force, was about to cross 
)ver the Island to battle, and tliat if he pleased, himself and his com- 

. ' t ' . . * . 

laniims would sup witli liim. '] he Abbot, with tlie consent of liis Con¬ 
tent, replied^ that ‘ in a work of charity, he was not terrified with 
my number, but rather rejoiced at their arrival.’ 

*• Bein| therefore reel iv( d, with all his companions, he is entertained 
vUhn'Ttingiy liospitaiitv; and throiigii the diligent attention of the Monks, 
(i4rVs inflamed with a great love of the place: nor did it seem to him 

that 
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tided and enlarged,” is tiierc said to liavc been annexed to.the 
Crown by eKriiaiige. Godwin says, that, during the eight years 
nnd a halt' tliat Bishop Stanley enjn>ed Ids prcternieiit lu Ely, he 
very little or no time in that city, “ but lived all the suni- 
nier iit Soinerslian!, keeping ronipany with a certain, woman in 
a very ottensive manner ; and all the winter he would bee with hk 
brother in Dcrby.shire,”’* The only wing winch remained of the 

Bishop's 

tbat he had ever done any thing good, h' lie slioulj liave left this kind- 
ne.>i uiireuarded. On tlie murrotv then, he came into the Chapter- 
lions , and returning thanks to tiie Ahimt and Convent tor so liberal a 
cl. 11 ay, lie, in recompence, immediately gave tiu m these capital 
iiiiurirs, ■S'l,iililciLtr/i, Tniiiip.'iiluiir, liule.idunc, /{tshtrie, Uchum, and 
.Ii hiill ; and setting forth the business on whitn l.e was going, he granted 
them, cn the condition that it' he fell in battle, his body s'lould be 
brought hither, and buried, the other mniiors of J'lUlbunic, Ihcvcre- 
sluiin, luipctuuc, /’imqxiiordt, Ci'oclu'shinc, J-'ineboge, Iritpclwxe, 
!h.i\h^a-, and SuimiXj/itiiii, ssiih its appendages; and more tlian these, 
thirty marcs of gold, and twenty pounds <T silver : he adorned this 
d •nation with two golden cresst s, with two borders of his robe, pre- 
ci'ti.ly wrought with gold and jewels, and with two gloves artfully 
tiiade. Afterwards commending himself to tlie prayers of the 
brctl'.ren, he htstened wiiit his companions to the war. 

“ On arriving, he was neither shaien by the fewness of his own 
company, nor intimid ited by the inuhitude of his enemies, bur lie 
directly engaged tiiem, anti for fourteen davs ardently strove svith 
lian-n. At icnglli, few of his warriors n nniining, he perccivtd that he 
mast die, yet even thi.s did not abate ins ardour, r.nd a great slaughter 
of ins enemies being made, he bad almost tumid tla m to fliglit, when 
the foe, encouraged by the weakness of his comp.anii;ns, coiiccntfated 
themselves in the form of a wedge, and wilh one accord, rusb.ing upon 
him, with great labour cut off his head, whilst lighting, and carried it 
Irum thence into tltcir own country. But the Abbot tnaving heard the 
esent of the war, went with some of his .Monks to the field of battle, 
and having found the body, brought it to this Church, and buried it 
wiili honour, fixing on, in place ot his hcati, a round lump of wax; by 
which mark, being recognized long afterwards, he was placed honour- 
abiy among others.” Ibid. 


.-'7y. 


* (hat. of Kng. B. 
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Bishop’s Palace, but which formed a good house, and was inha¬ 
bited by the Hammonds, was pulled down about thirty years ago 
by the late Duke of Manclicster. 

Soniersham was jwrt of the jointure of Henrietta Maria, Charles 
the First’s Queen ; during tlie Civil Wars it was granted in fee 
simple, “ with the park, chace, and five manors, together with 
half the manors of Crowland and Spalding,” to the Colonel 
Wanton already mentioned under Colne, “ in satisfaclion for 
SI321. 6s. then due to him for monies advanced for the useof tin- 
Commonwealllitlie grant bears date in November iGty. 'Fhe 
Colonel “ very much improved Soinersham hy erecting decoys, 
&c. but immediately before the Restoration, (on the eve ol' wliii.-h 
Wauton bad retired to tlic Continent,) l!ie common people, to 
express their dislike to liini, broke in, and totally destroyed lliein.”* 
The Hammonds became Lords of tlie Soke of Soinersham soou 
sifter the Restoration. 

Sonicrshuiii is a considerable and pleasant village, and, from 
the houses being mostly white-washed, lias an air of cheerful clean¬ 
liness not often seen. It jirincipally consists of one street, about 
three-quarters of a mile in lengtii, running east and west, witli a 
second, but much shorter street, crossing the former at right an¬ 
gles, near the upfier end. 'I’lie Church is a noble and spacious 
building, standing on a fine gravelly eminence, and, with the ex¬ 
ception of some of the windows, is quite regular in its construction. 
It consists of a nave, cliancel, and aisles, with a substantial tower, 
embattled, at the west end, and two porches, now disused, at the 
sides: in the south porch is a large stone bason for holy water. 
The nave is sepr.raled from tlie chancel by a very large pointeii 
arcli, and from the aisles by four others on each side, witli dee|> 
grooved niouidings, rising from jiiers of clustered three-quarter 
columns. The roofs of the nave and aisles are of limber, and 
leaded above; the corbel supporters display a singular mixture of 
curious and grotesque carved figures: the area is well-pewed, and 
across the stiest end is a large gallery, 'riie chancel, which is tlie 
oldest part of the building, and apparently of the time of Henry 

tiie 


* Noble’s Crom. Vol. II. p. 227. 
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the Tliinl, has several lauce lights, besides those of the oast win¬ 
dow, which is divided into three large ones, and lias a small co- 
luitiii running down the middle of each division. In the south 
wall, near tlie altar, is a double Piscina, and a triple graduated 
Stone Seat, separated by light shafts, with pointed headed arches 
above. The whole Church is in a good state of repair; and, wUh 
the exception of tire chancel, is covered over with a thick stucco, 
partly coniposeil of small gravelly pebbles. The building itself 
is of stone, chiefly consisting of a congeries of shells; and various 
other churches, both in this county and in Cambridgeshire, are 
built with a similar kiud of iiinteriul. At the end of the chanoei 
is a monument for Anthony Hammond, Esq. a former Lord 
of this Manor; the inscription is as follows: 


Hie juxta rcquiescit Anthonius Hammond, Arm. Dnshujus 
Maiicrii, vx antiquissima (litulo b'' Aibani) apud Caulianoi 
Ilainniondonim Sede oriundus, Anthonii tiuiielmo Equite 
Aurato nati, teriius natu tiau», qui Amiciam Hen! Brown ex 
Agro Cloucestr. Ar. filiam duxi: Uxorem exqu filios rcliquit 
duos tantum •‘\nihonium Ferdinandumq. SummaeSpei Juvenes 
supcrsiitcs, inter Justiciarios, (ut I'quuntur) Pads & Quorum, 
ncc non Praifectos, (quos vocanl Deputy Lieutenants,) Comi- 
taios Huntingdoniensis co-optatos. Ila:c aliaq. complurima 
(quibus apud suus functus est) Munara, Summa turn Mudera- 
liuiic, turn Prudentia & Inlegriiate administravit. Eidem Regi 
hsreditariam, Summa erga M itrcm Ecclesiam .^ngl. obser- 
vantia:, conjunxit, Patriam Caiitutc i'amiliarts ccmiiatc exi- 
mia semper coluit. Quie omnia ne ignoraents Lector per- 
petuae Mariii Memoriat quem unice dilexil (viiissim unice di- 
iecia) hoc Monumentum suis Sumptibus pon! cuiavit micren* 
L'xor. Obiit Mens. Sept. 14. 


Anno 


I 


Domini 1680 
Asulis bO 


In the pavement, within the altar rails, are three large slabs 
that have been inlaid witli lirasscs of Priests, o .c only of wliich 
now'remains; but the inscription is gone; tlie figure is in a sacer¬ 
dotal habit, and holds the sacrameulal cup, ami coiisecntted 

water. 
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wat't r. In tlic souHi aisle is another slab now divested of its Brasses, 
svliicli have rejtrescnfed a person in arnionr, witli diil'erent shieldii 
of arms. This is probably tlie grave-stone of Richard Tlam^tcs, 
whose c]>itaph is thus recorded in the Cotton Manuscript. 

I9ir jacct Riruc ?rbh3autrc Slrm. et quonBam SOatifltballtis 
^lospitii Out ujt ltm. ®r:.c ©Iicneia (!Ep ocopi. SRiri ®biit 
quinta Btr S^rnsio Scptcaibtio 3®. Dm ffinjnfii 

Among the other monuments, arc two against ti»c north wall for 
the Winston family. One of them records the memory of the 
Rcp Daniel iVhision, (younger brother to the celebrated malhc- 
raatician,) who, “ for conscience sake, was fifty-two years Curate 
of this Parish,” and died in April, 17o*), aged eighty-two: the 
other commemorates his only daughter, Mrs. Susannah West, ‘ a 
pious, learned, and excellent woman;’* her husbaixi, the Rev. 
John West; and her brother, the Rev. Thomas Whislon, who was 
many years Minister of llamsey, and died at the age of eighty, 
in May, 17<)o: the expiring words of the late Lord Roscommon, 
who died in Italy, Ibrms his epitaph: 

My G'>u, my father, and my friend. 

Do not li^rsake me in the end. 

The rich living of Sonicrsham is annexed to the Regius Pro- 
fessorsliip of Divinity at Cambridge, and now held hy the venera¬ 
ble Bishop of Llandaif: the parochial duties arc (rcrfornied by a 
Curate. Weever says, ‘ William W eller (or Wolfere) Parson of 
Somersliam, was Master of the Rolls, serving Edwanl the Thiid, 
in the Chancery, fortic yeais and more.’J The site of the Bishop 
of Ely’s Palace, which stohd at a short distance westward from the 
Church, is partly buih on: the adjacent grounds still retain ves¬ 
tiges of their ancient airiiropriation. 

A Mineral 

• Gough’s Cam. Vot. II. p. 159. J Ibid. 

% Fun. Mon. p. 72, Edit. IffJl. 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


501* 


A Mineral Spring was discovered at Somersham by the late 
Dr. Layard, who printed a small treatise concerning it in 
and whose experiments, with those of Dr. Morris, on its waters, 
were puhlisheAin the fifty-sixth volume of the Philosophical Tran¬ 
sactions: its virtues are now hut little noticed. 

“ About the year 1731, near the road leading from Somersham 
to Clrattcris, in a piece of fen-land belonging to William Thomp¬ 
son. Esq. the jdoogh turned up and broke a small urn, containing 
several Roman coins; and Mr.» Thompson, and the Rev, T. 
Whiston, of Ramsey, digging near the spot, found another, which 
contained about sixty, mostly copjK'r, and of the later Emperors.”* 

IMDLEY cum Fenton are members of the Soke of Somersham, 
ami, with the exception of a good farm-house or two, chiefly con¬ 
sist of about forty thatched collages, scattered along the cross¬ 
road leading to Warhoys, two miles west from Somersham. Pid- 
li'Y Chiavh is a small building, presenting iiolhing worthy of 
des( riptioii. 

OLD HURST, and W()t)D HURST, are “ two small villages, 
whose Cliapcls are in the gift of the Vicar of St. lves."t The 
former contains only seveniten scatteied houses, and the Church, 
which is very small, and of one pace; the Font is octagonal, and 
each face is sculidnred with a re|)resent.>lion of an interlaced point¬ 
ed window. Wood Jlumt coniains about foriy houses, of better 
coiislruclion than those of the other village; its Church consists of 
a nave, chancel, and south aisle: the chancel is of brick, with a 
large east window in tlie iiiotlerii style. This neighbourhood, as 
the names of both villages imply, was fornx rly woodland, and 
sonic limber still remains about Old Hurst, though much has b^en 
recently cut down. But the most remarkahlc thing near to Old 
Hurst, is a very large square Stone as you go to St. Ives, with a 
VoL. VII. Alg. 1808. Kk* very 

*■ Gougli’s Camden, p. 139. 

t Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 158. The Cotton MS. says, ‘Sir 
Nicholas i’cdley of HiiniingJon, hath the impropriation’ of Old Hurst; 
®tid thai ‘ the vicaridge of Wood Hurst is a reputed member of St. Ives.’ 
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Tery aiiCK'iit inscription, not now leijible: it is suppo.jed Ihe nnil- 
dred of HHrstin<;.stoiic look its name from tliis town ami stoiic/’* 
WAllBOYS, or Wahbois, formerly spelt WardcOnys, a con¬ 
siderable village on the high road from Hmitiiigdon to llanisey, 
consists principally of detached houses, mostly tliatcb»;d; in the 
north part fomiiii" a large triangle, surrounding a close or green 
of that figure, and having a long branch extending towards the 
south, and terminating with the Church. This edifice consists of 
a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a north and south porch, and a 
handsome tower and spire at the west end: the upper stage of the 
tower is of light and not inelegant architecture; and the spire has 
a pleasiug, though singular, ellect, from taking its rise immediate¬ 
ly from the baltlcments, and not, like most others, from uithin 
the square. The chancel has been jrartly rebuilt, and so nuu-li 
shortened, that the grave-stone over a former Rector, who was 
buried iusidc t!ie Church, is now iii the Church-yard: the c;iit 
window is in the modern Venetiaii style. The nave Is divided 
from the chancel by a wide Norman arch, having a corded zig¬ 
zag moukliug, springing from two threc-rjuarter duplicated co¬ 
lumns at the sides; and trom the aisles by pointed arches, sup¬ 
ported oil circular columns; thereof is of timber. The lower 
has been open to the nave by a very high pointed airli. In tiic 
windows, which are not all uniform, in tlie crockets and smaller 
lights, are many fragments of stained (Jlass, representing knighlj, 
kings, saints, and u:igels. In the chancel, against the north wall, 
are two small hut tasteful nionumeuts by Ikicou, inimmoiyof 
John Leman, Esq. of Northaw, Herts, wlio died in Scpteinb; r, 
17tSl; and bis relict, Hizabclh, (afterwards will* to William 
Strode, Esq.) ‘ilaugbtei* of Captain Philip Worth, many yc.ns 
Commander in Uie East India Coiiipaiiy’s service, who rlictl in 
December, 1790.’ 'Hie above genllenian was descended from 
* Sir Jolm Leman, once Lord Maior of London, who honghl tins 
faire Manor of Sir Oliver Williams, alias Cromwell, K. ll.’t in 
the reign of James the Eirst. On a slab in the middle of the nave, 


1 Clough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 158,-9. 
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i? a full-knatli TSrdKs of a Priest, under the indent of a Gotliic 
c*iiio|vv; the inscription gone. 

“ William Johnson, D. D. Rector of this townc, was author of 
a hook iiilitultfl 'Bms Kohisi:im\ or a Sermon preaclicci uixm a 
jiical Uclivcrance at Sea, 1()48; witi) a Narrative annexed,’ &:ci 
wherein it is sitid, that ‘ he was twice sliipwrackt, and that lie lived 
tour days without any sustenance, and lay two nights and two 
days upon a rock in the deep several times, all hope of life being 
liiken away.’—^Thc said Dr. Win. Johnson had been (Fellow) of 
(ijueen’s College, Chaplain and Sub Almoner to King Charles the 
Second, ami tli# most witty and pious man living; he died Arch- 
d' acoii of Huntingdon, March, U>()6-7, and was buried at West¬ 
minster. let. fifty-four.”^ 

The WiTCHHS of Warhoj/s, as the unfortunate family of the 
Sum-.iells have been denofiinated by the credulous votaries of a 
rank uiid dehasing sui>erstitiou, occupy a most distinguished page 
ill the bloody annals of Wiichcratl. Tlicse miserable victims to 
popular delusion, were John Saniwell, Alice, bis wife, and Ann, 
their daughter; all of whom, in defiance of coimunn sense, and 
iu the absence of all rational evidence, were publicly tried, and 
executed. 'Dieir history, as given at length in a pamphlet of the 
time, furnishes a iiiemorabic instance of tiie infatuated credulity 
in regard to witchcraft, wiiich at that period possessed even the 
siilierior rdiiks df the conmiuiiily; and shews how strongly the 
hiiinan intellect may be fettered by prejudice and folly. The title 
of the Narrative, as re|)rinfed at London in 1().93, is as tbl- 
loivs: ‘Tlie most strange and admirable of the three 

t'itches of Warboys, arraigned, convicibd, and executed, at Hunt¬ 
ingdon; ill this County, for the bewitching the five Daughters of 
llolicil Throcknibrtoii, Esquire, and divers other Persons, with 
Suiidrie devitish and grievous I'orments; and also for bewitching 
nnto Death, flit Lady Cromwell: the like liatli not been heard of 
•n this Age.’ It will he seen from tlie opening of the Narrative, 
that the whole of the dreadful business sprung from tlie observation 
a child I 

K k 2 * “About 


Cotton MS. 
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’* AImmD ilie fi'nlli i>f NovpiwWr, 5 5Sp, Mlsfress Jane, one wf 
tliei5aii"!iteisof i\IasiorThroikmort<»n. bi'iii"neare the aje often 
years, fell iqion the soaine (siuhlen'^ into a strange kiwi of sickness, 
the niaiMK'r nheivof o'.is as lollfsnetli. Soinefinie siie wsiuld 
very ioiule, aurt tliicke for the sjiiire *if halfe un hoiirc lo- 
cs.'thcr, and presenily as one in a swone lay <nii«'liya« loo"; soine- 
iline she wouhle sh.tke one lep, and no other part of her. as if the 
jKilesie. haii lieen in il; somt'time the other: )»rest'ii1ly she would 
shake one of her arms, and tlien the other. In this irianner she 
Itad continued to l>e affected for several days, hiit without any 
Mispirion of witciicrnfl, when old Sunu/r! ranie to visit the 

sick child, nni sat d"i\ii hs the side of her in the cliitnnev corner, 
liavh '5 a liiack Knit cap on her head. I'id' the <‘hi!‘le 'oim <>l). 
yrrved, and jxnntiie’ at iier, eschiinied, ‘ (itandinolher, look 
where Uie old wifcli sittefiie: did ydh ever see one iiiore like a 
witch than she i'? 'J'nkc olf her hlackc lliruiiih’d rap, for I r.ui- 
iK>t ahiile to look al in r.” 'J’lte child aftenvards hccaine worse; 
ami Dr. Banow, ‘ a irian well known to he excellent skilfnl in 
phisi' ke,’ hejnu^ ap))!ii’d to, re|K'atcdN trii ii the cHi’cl of his jire- 
scrij'lions willtont sneross, and then said, that “ he hail had some 
cxjrerienre of tlH' malice of some witches, and lie verily tliou','iit 
that there was sonte l.ir.d of soeorie aii<! witchcraft wroii"!il to- 
trards this child.” Evaclly one month afterwards, nioreoflne 
daun-htm were seized with the. same malady, and compiained in 
the same manner of ‘ Mother Samuel.’ Six of the servants, also, 
who were at different periods afilirted in a similar way, hroiicht 
tlie^sanie Kim! i>f chi!!;;e nijainst the now' slioncly-repiited witch, 
who was reported to ft*' confederated with nine faniiliar spiriis, 
whose visifs to her were generally paid in the assnnii'd (oTin of 
dun ehickeiis. 

Just before tlie ensning Christmas, one of the rliildren was 
attacked with a more violent fit than it liad yet exjHTienced, and 
was' threatened by the spirit witli one still more terriblethough 
at tfje same time, mother S.imnc!, who was present, wasso'ai- 
tected at the sight, that she prayed many times, that she iniglit 
never see the like again in anv of them.' The children tlicii en¬ 
treated 
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frwfec? IisT (ft foiifess, tliat ‘they be wcH, and keep a 

wf.iy CiiriMvias;.’ vmii tlieir (utlier aljf* »t'con<ie<J their ciitrc;itks; 
bui ill viuii. lie tlun reqiK.s't-it licr to charge the that hLs 

rhuijhtvr fsiiipe the <i- vfitU which slit- veas threateiied; ou 

wliii h she ‘ pr^st iiiiy wiiii, [ clwr^e tiiec. Sjiiiif, iti the uaiiie ot 
(lad, that MLstrt'35 Jane juver liave this tit.’ And agaiu, at tlie 
iather’s request, the old woiuaii char"! d the .-{'hit ' in the sauie 
manner,' to leave all tlie children immediateU, and never to ictimi 
1(1 tlicru a^aiii. ‘t«arce had she uttered tiiese words, het'ore three 
ot'thcni, who were ihcti in their fits, :uid liad -o coutuuied. for the 
space of three weehs, wiped tlicir c\ts, aud iusiuntiy stood upon 
liieir lc«ees.’ event appears to iu<ve surpiived lire old <.voni;((i 

heiiM lf', who uiimediatel) ti-il upini her htu t-. au t ini realm" Air. 
’i'hfockmodou to forgive her. coni'es,-cd that sl.e wasrhe cause or 
aii his childrens'tioidiles; vuid on the tiilloaiiiw liav, slie pubhcK 
confiirncd this cCNd'ession i|^ the tJhuuh. M..- was thru [ii luiitte.s 
to "o iionic; but her relicclioii;., v.iivu in tin uihisl m 1 her iatnaN, 
as'iuned their uaturai tom , aiul sfu- uish .c iv slic iiad 

iii'lort; hteii induced Ui lU l-.ia'vvledae. (in- h".u:;< e< I’auinnk.stid 
to Mr. 'I'niockruoilou. l;e llo».:iteiK i tv take fit: httiuc the Jus¬ 
tices. ainl oil her sIca ,dc pM-i'ihis; m i'e.; i.ue. iiiu.-, he gave the 
c«iist.ihk'.s ill tluiigc- liolh id' hci, auu o! .1.; ns, lier u.iughtei. 
arid on ihc sauie liav they weic taLi ci iiioie llie ISisliop oi i.iaeolii 
•..I iluikdeu. Here, on hei rUdeient tMiuiinalioiis, die wa- led to 
ci.nt'evs that ‘ a dun tiu.lieU did hequenth siu is on her dim lie- 
lafe It came to Mr. i'hr-.KLincntou > huuse, uitd that tile ill and 
iieuidc wliitii hill! eonie to liLs cl.iliiii.'i, h.id niiiie by the uHan.s 
{it tlie said duu cluikeii; llu.i .-Ise kuew the said dtui chicken v\:i.s 
,vvme tram the fliildrcn, btuiiu-sc it was conu' with tlie icsr \inio 
iur, and thev weic tiieii in the fh-i.',', ,* .'(//h', and niade 

her so till! that slu- could scant lace hci co.ii; tuol tiiat cm the 
'’'■ay as she came, they 1:0 itcc , li al the iiorsf she rid oti 

did tall downc, and was not aide to ciirrie her.’ 'Ihise insane 
nuings, with many other.- of simihii imporf. were tiioiighl siiSlV- 
ciei'.l by the sapient I'rclate. and tv •> Justices, his assislan!;-, to 
wasraul her coniiiiitlid to the gaol at Huivti.’.'adon, togelhtf wiih 

her 
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lier (langlitcr, against wlioni there as yet appears to have l)ern no 
specific charge! 

Previous to these latter events, however, the chihlrc# were vi¬ 
sited by the Lady of Sir Henry Croinwe!!, and she had not been 
long with them, when they fell into their usual fits, ‘ an occurrente 
which invariably took place whenever any strangers came to se«, 
them.’—“Whereupon, she caused mother Samuel to be sent for, 
and taking her aside, she charged her deeply with this wilehcrafi, 
using also some hard speoehes to her; but she stiffly deninl all, 
saying, ‘ that Master Throckmorton and his wife did her mnrh 
W'rong, so to blame her without cause.’ Lady Cromwell, unable 
to prevail with her by good speeches, sodainly pidled otf her Ker- 
cher, and taking a pair of sheeres, elijiped off a lockeof herhaiie, 
and gave it privately to Mistress Throckmorton to bum; upon 
which mother Samuel, in resentment, operated upon Lady Crom¬ 
well, bewitching her in like manner; Her Ladyship’s fits were 
much like to the childrens; and that saying of mother Samuel, 
‘ Madam, I never hurt vou yet,' would never out of her mind." 

At the quarter sessioiis f’olhiuing the committal of the girl and 
her mother, Mr. Throckmorton rcfiucsted the High SheriiF and 
the Justice to sufl’er him to “ baile this niaide, and to have lier 
home to his house, to sec nhelher any such evidences of guiltnes 
would appear against her, as had before, appeared in the eliildreii 
against her mother.” After some demur, this was consented to; 
aud within a tew days after Agnes Samuel had accompanied him 
home, “ the children fell all of them into their fits; smd then 
the spirits did begin as plainly to accuse the daughter as ever 
they did the motlier, and to tell the children, that ‘the old woman 
hath set over her spirits Jo her daughter, and that she had hevdteh- 
ed them all over agnync.' 

On the suggestions of ‘ the Spirits,* various proofs of the guilt 
of the hapless girl were afterwards tried, and, as the Narrative 
affirms, always with ‘ instant success,’ as was ‘ repeatedly proved 
l>y different people, and even by the Judge himself, the day 
before the trial of the culprits.’ One of these proofs was a 
l^wm, or formula, conceived in the following words: ‘ I charge 
^ee, Devil, as I am a witch, and a worscr witch than my mother, 

and 
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ami coTiseiitiiig to the death of Ladv Cromwell, that thou suffer 
this rhiid to Ire well at present.’—Plncouraged, as it were, by the 
atteiitioji paid to their remarks, ‘ the Spirits’ now began to accuse 
tlic Ihllier, John as they had before done the mother and 

daughter; aiifl appealed to similar charges in attestation of the 
fiufli of iJic.ir accusation; but, from the perversity of circum- 
stanccs, and the ‘ obstinacy of the old man,’ this was only once 
jnoved previous to the tri;il of the tiirec delimpienls, 

'•On lire fifth of April, 15S3, tliese three wicked offenders 
■were siiTaigned before Mr. Justice Tanner, for bewitching of the 
Lady Cromwell to death; and for bewitching of Mistress Joane 
Throckmorton, Mistress Jane Tluockmortou, and others; when 
Masttir Dorringtoii, Doctor of Divinitie, and Parson of the town 
(if Warhoys; 'I'liomas Xeet, Master of Arte, and Vicar of Elling- 
loii; the Iktliej of these alllictcd children, and others of their re¬ 
lations, appeared as evidence against them. By these, the before 
related proofs, presumptions, eirciniisfances and reasons, with 
oiaiiv others of the same species, were at large delivered, until 
both the Judge, Justices, and Jury, said openly, ‘that the cause 
was most apparent;’ and tliat ‘their consciences were well satistied 
that llie sayed witches were guiltie, and had deserved death.’ 
During liie trial. Mistress Jane Throckmorton was brought into 
court, ‘ and there in her fit, was unable to speak, or to sec any 
one, though lur eyes v'cre open,’ till old Samuel, intmiidated by 
till- tiireat of the Judge, that, if he persisted in his retusal to pro¬ 
nounce the cliann, ‘ the court would hold him guiltie of the crimes 
whereof he was accused,’ said “ in the hearing of all that were 
jiresent, ‘ as I am a witch, and did consent to the death of Liulie 
Cromwell, so 1 charge thee Devil to suffer l\lislioss Jane fo'come. 
out of her fit at this present ;’ which words were no sooner sjioken 
by tile old witch, but the said Mistress Jane, as her accustomed 
order was, wiped her eyes, and came out of her tit.” 

On such puerile aud contemptible evidence were tlicsc ill-fated 
beings adjudged guilty, and coiKlemiicd to die. At tlie place of 
execution, the mother, who was nearly ciglity years old, and whose 
faiulties were impaired by age, and still further by the biutal 

K k * rcasimings 
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reasonings of those who had supported the aecusatious of witch-- 
cratt, ‘ confessed her guilt,’ and asserted, that lier husband was 
her associate in ‘ ttiese wicked proceedings:’ at the sanie,|(nie she 
streuuoiisly exculpated her daughter. Tlie father resolutely denied 
the charge against hiin; and the daughter, with equal warmth, 
protested her own innocence; but “ being willed to say the Lord's 
Player, and the Creed, when as she stood upon the ladder ready 
to be executed, she said the Lord’s Prayer, until she came to say, 
‘ but deliver us troni evil,’ the which site could by no ineaiis pro¬ 
nounce ; and in the Creed, she missed very inncli, and could not 
say tiial she believed ‘ in the Catliolic Church.” It has been al¬ 
ready mentioned, that the ‘ goods of the iiiuch-injured suft'eters’ 
were declared I'orfeited to Sir Henry Cromwell as Lord of the 
Manor of Warboys, who gave them tor the purpose of having au 
annual sermon preached at Huntingdon for ever, against • tin- sin 
of wifchi raft.’* May not this sermon have tended to encourage 
that strong belief in witches which is still current among the cum- 
niou people of this county, and which, as some recent events at 
Great Paxton evidently prove, cannot always be restrained to the 
mere abuse of the presumed ( riminal? It would certainly be more 
to the credit of the parties notv concerned, if the discourse or serinoa 
were constantly employed to discountenance the vulgar belief in 
witchcraft; which, whatever may be the opinion of tliosewliogive 
the tone to colloquial expression in (he upper ranks ol society, is 
still by far too general among the lower classes in many parts oi this 
kingdom. 

On the left of tlic road leading from Warboys towards Bury, 
at tlfc corner of a field, is a large Barrow, which appeals to have 
been opened. 

BURY, or Beery, formed parcel of the possessions of Ramsey 
Abbey, and as such became the property of Sir Ricliard Williams, 
alias Cromwell: his deseeudaiit, Henry Willianis, Esq. sold it to 
John Baiiibodgc, who was lord in 1Sonie years allerwards, 

in 
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in 1675 , it was pnrr.Iiase<i by Sir John Barnani, Bart, of Bramp¬ 
ton, from whom it desceixied to llie late Sir Robert Barnard, Bart, 
and hklfpresentative is now owner. The Church stands upon a 
hill, on which also are a few cottages; but the village itself is 
situated '«t* so^ie distance in the bottom, an<l consists of about 
forty thatched houses. Ov«-,r a brook between it and the Church, 
is a strong stone bridge of two arches, snpiwsed to have been 
built by some Abbot of Ramsey.* 'J’he Church consists of a nave» 
chancel, and north aisle, with an embattled tower at the wesT 
end, which, though much dilapidated, eshibils many vestiges of 
architectural beauty. All the lower part has been 0 ))en; to the 
nave by a double semi-circular arch, springing from round co¬ 
lumns, with Norman cajutals; ami on the other sides, by three 
pointed arches, which are now wallet! up to support the iuctini- 
bent weight, the strong buttresses that sustained the angles being 
partly in ruins. The nave is separated Ironi the cliancel i>y a semi¬ 
circular arch, rising frtun duplicated round columns, and from 
the aisle by three large pointed arches, sujiported by octagonal 
columns. At the entrance ot the chancel is a carved wooden 
Screen; and against the south wall is a neat monmneutin memory 
of the JAt. Thomus U hision, M.A. “who succeeded his father 
in the Curacy of this Parish, A. 1). 175“-; and died January the 
seventeenth, J 803, aged lit'ty-livc." 

RAMSEY. 

In the monastic ages, R.vmsey became a place of considerable 
conscfiueiicc, from the rich Benedictine Abbey tli.it was founded 
here by the ‘ r<-nowiied’ Duke Aihvin, t]jroiigli the jiersuasions of 
tile ‘pious’ Oswald, ISsliop of Worcester; and the town itself 
had its origin, and grew into s]ileiidour, under that estublislinient. 
The name is abreviated from llam's-E^e, or tlie linin'i Island, 
an appellation given to a tract of linn laud, eiieoiiii'.assed liy the 
river Ouse and the niarslies, ‘almost two miles in length, and 

accuunted 
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xccounted a little narrower in its breadtliwlicrc, accordin'' to a 
traditionary tale related by the Ramsey liislorian, a solitary ram, 
tannetl by Nature’s cunning with twisted and civoke^,horns,’ 
took up his abode, ‘ and left his lasting name to the place.’ 

* This Island,’ says the same writer, from whose aocount, as 
published by Gale,* all the ensuing particulars of the history of 
Ramsey till the period of the Conquest are derived, ‘ was sepa¬ 
rated on the west, from the more solid land, for the distaiue of 
about two stone’s throw, by a sluggish stream, which formerly 
received between its cheerful shores, only ships carried tbi^vard by 
a gentle gale, but is now approached by a jmblic causeway, the 
muddy stream being petjt up by means of heavy labour, aud a 
great cQiisiimption of timber, sand, and stones. It was abundant¬ 
ly encircled \vith beds of alders, as well as by those of leeds, and 
a luxuriancy of dag and bull-rushes, ami uas formerly covered 
with many did'erent sorts of trees, but particularly with the ver¬ 
dant wild ash; yet now, by lapse of time, the woods being partly 
destroyed, it appears a rich arable soil; rich in trulls, smiling with 
corn, plauted with gardens, and fertile in pastures; its bcaiitifni 
meads seeming in spring as if painted with thmers, by uiiicli tin 
whole Island becomes a picture tinted with variety of hues. It is 
besides, surrounded with fenny meres, full of cels, and laht.- 
breeding many sorts of lish and water-fowl; one of these, calhd 
Jlnmes-merc, from the name of the island, excelling all the others 
in beauty and fertility, ad'ords, from that part where itdow.s oeni 
ly along its sandy shore, aud w here the largest wood is most abun¬ 
dant, at a place called Mpreham, a most deliglitful jrrospect. In 
its vast pools, pikes of a wonderful size, called Ilabredes, (al. 
^abedes,) are frequently caught, as well by the sweep, or drag¬ 
net, as by other kinds pV nets, tiic baited lipoks being let down, 
with other implements of the fisher’s art; and though by day, as 
well as night, the watery sportsman incessantly labours there, and 
a variety of the watery brood is always taken, yet there still re¬ 
mains an abundance fo^ fufurc sport.’ 

The 
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Tlip Mcqnaiiifanrc of Duke Ailwin, Avlwin, or TKtlielwin, as Ws 
is Hivi’rselv spelt, Ui fi Bishop OsiralH, rommenrccl at the 
fmuTal*t)f a NoliJciuaii who died suddenly in the court of King 
F.d"ar rluriii" an Eas!cr festivity. Tlie Duke was of the blood* 
royal, and had the cxiraordinarv title of Totius An^Jitv Alderman- 
rnis. lie was the youn^>est ol' the four sons of jEthclstan, sur- 
nanied Jfalfhinc;, ‘ which is half, or petty King,’ a powerful war¬ 
rior and Giatesman, and Alfwen, a woman of noble birth, Avh» 
afterwards, ‘ witli maternal ctire, nursed and brought up Ijic re¬ 
nowned King Edgar, while as yet a tender child in the cradle.’ 
In describing his character and manners, tlie historian of llamsey 
has displayed much elorjuence: jet all his veneration for the pious 
benefactor of his convent, could not prevent his shewing the true 
monkish spirit, when he observes of Ailwin, that ‘so great an as¬ 
semblage of good quiilities, in a man secular and illiterate, ren¬ 
dered it (hnibtiid whether he was more desi'rving of praise or of 
admiration.’ 'I’he address of the churchman is also very strikingly 
exhibited in the conversation between Ailwin and Bishop Oswald, 
which led to the foundation of the Abbey, and in which the for¬ 
mer, ill rejily to the recommendation of the Bishop to build ‘a 
Church to the iionotir of tiod, in some spot convenient, for tlie 
professors of monastic discipline,’ states, that he had already com¬ 
menced, ‘ hi the solitary tranquillity of llamsey,’ a religious esta¬ 
blishment; and that ‘three men, who had renounced the sinful 
lusts of the flesh, ‘ and were earnestly desirous of knowing the 
rule of monastical holiness, were then living there in a wooden 
cell, wliieli he had built for them a few years before, prior to 
which, there was no habitation in thg isle, lyar any building, but 
the sheds for his herds of cattle.’ His motive for having esfiiblisli- 
ed this small comnuuiity, originated in a vision that he described 
as luiviiig seen w hilst ‘ wasted with the rage of a roost heavy sick¬ 
ness;’ his recovery from which was announced to him by a iifies- 
senger from (he ‘ Blessed Benedict, the Father of the iMonks, to 
whose nieinorj he was commanded to erect a monastery at Banisey, 
when assured of the truth of the mission by the re-cstallishiueiit 
9f his health.’ 

■2 
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‘When the blessed Oswald/continues the h'sloriaii, ‘hadlietirdl 
Ibis, he said, ‘It' then, most illustrious man, tlies^* tilings 
commanded and sliewn to jou, as \<ih assert, iiy tlie heaveniy 
orsK-Ie,* it is expedient that yon coiiibnn with a devtnsi ndiul to 
the behests of the Divine Will; and should you want counsel or 
assistance, my abilities shall afl'ord whatever conil'oit they can ii» 
the prosecution «>f your pious labours. My own enilcavour has 
ever been to assemble together holy men for the service of the 
Lord, to cherish flieiii, and provide for their necessities; anrl f 
have already, in a certain village within my diocese, assembletl 
twelve men full of heavenly fervour; but I am fearful that the 
maKce of the world, wlien I am dead, will injure then); or that 
a love of secularily in my stuxessor, may occasion him to labour 
to extirpate my very young plantation. It will therefore be no 
burthen to me to overlook the institution of wliich you sjieak; ami 
thus the purity of our endeavours, being slrciigtiietu-d by a oxek 
devotion, its advancement will be better secured/ '('his offer 
being in perfect accordance with the rtesire of Aiiwiu, was readily 
agreed to; and the Ifisliop hndiiig the Isle an earthly ' Elysiiim, 
provided for wen destined from eternity for the Heavenly Para¬ 
dise/ took ‘ upon himself the care of the whole business/ in con¬ 
formity to the Duke's request. On returning to his diocese, he 
therefore sent ‘ the venerable man Jvdnoth’ to Ramsey, who ‘en¬ 
larged the Chapel which lie Ibund tliere, and btiilt the iic-c<;ssary 
otfires, according to the niauner and form before shown to him 
by the Prelate.* W hen this was done, lie dispatched a messenger 
to the Bishop; but he, it being the time of autumn, d<laved his 
comiiig till the harv^'st was gathered in; though, in the mean time, 
he made the requisite preparations for his journey; and at hniglii, 
taking with biniMlie books and ornaments suitable for Divine 
worship/ and accomi'anied by the twelve bie.thren ‘ of Wesfbyii.’t 
and the vcuerablc Girmauus, he proceeded to Ivaiiiscy, wbert be 

was 
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by King Eigat, in vvliU h this viii.ni is recited at 1. iigiU. 
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iskas iMd, ar-tonliat; to appointment, hj'tlie ‘ renowned DuTie Atliel- 
wyii, on Jiie day of’tlie beliea'liiig of'St. John, that exalted hero 
of the profession of hermits.’ I’heii ‘ introducing his infant flock 
into the folrfs newly eon (cd, and the divine mysteries being ceie- 
brated with a soleitin gladness, liie mauagcnmiit ol tilings witboift 
were connviittcd to Gernianns; of those wittiiii, to d-'dnoth;’ the 
eharii.'s of the rnainteniuice ol the lirethren t>eing allofied to be 
paid I'lom ‘ the (Xnnnion purse’ of both the Duke and the Bishop, 
tiil they eonhi be more eonveniaUly provided tor ‘in the rents of 
tiieir e'lfiles and (lOsscssions,* 

Diiriiig the ensuing wiiilcr, the ‘ requisite iron and wooden raa- 
seriais’ weie pirpared for the building of tiie Church, as well as 
' ali other tilings wliicli seemed neces-ary and ‘ wiieii .iu the \ear 
of llie Incarnation ,90.';) tiie spring h.ui icaied its iieaii, adorned 
witii flowers, the treasures wliich li id been heafied np v.erf, pro¬ 
perly distrilmled, choice vvorknieii were hiied, tiie iiniils of ti*e 
inlcudeii ftbric were marked out, and the deep fiMindations, that 
wetf laid on arrouni of the oozyncss of tiie so !, v\ere haltered 
finucr by the fiecpteal strokes of tlie b-iflenn.* engine.’—The 
work ro'C liiglicr fioui <lay to tiny; two towers ovei!o|'.ped tlie 
very sun link of the roof, tlie.lesser of w l.iih was in front of the 
Minster towards ll;c west, and alioided a i.tir view liom atar to 
those suitering the isle; but the .g; ru'er one stood in ilie middle 
of tliexc tour ilivisioiis of tlie struciwrc, upon four rolunms, lliat 
were preserved from warping vvitli the wciglit by nrelies reucliiiig 
from one to tlie oilier, an edilice biiitieieiitiy resjiecfaiile according 
to liiat style of bniliiiiig used in anckiit tinu--.’'* 

Wliilst tlie CImrch was completing, I lie monks were gratfually 
increasing in number; and Oswald, w lio, on tlie recomnieiulation 

of 

* Opi(s indits uluus consurgit. Diur qui q'.,c tnues ipsis iectorum 
■rhhtiiniliua rmiu' hunt, quui mn min >r xersiis oci tdcuicm in basi¬ 

lica pulckrum inhanlibus inauitm <! iottec sijectavulum pnebebat. major 
'.'ih III (piiidrtjiiuv slritrinra medio caiammis ijumuor, pan titii de 
fd/u ad a/iiiai arcabiis sibi iuciccni citiiia. las. nt la.ti di-tiue cat. de- 
priincbat. Jii.ria cam ijiia -'clus ilia auliqulias I'tcbatui' ua.'Ccaiidi 
Joroiiim .ipeclubilc satis adijkium. Hi't. H.'.m. in G..!c. Clnp. X\. 
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«f Dtinstaii, had been jiroiDofed by King Eilgar to (lie Arclibisliop- 
ricofYovk, (but was.still permitted to hold \Vorco.ster/ucowwcw- 
diwi,J [iresided over tlie convent here ‘ as Abbot,—as certain 
writings, jet preserved, do testify.’ He also sent'to the Abbey 
bf Florensac, (*r Floriake, in France, wliere lie had himself been 
educated, for the ‘ most iioteil’ Abbo, w ho had ‘ tlecply imbibed 
a knowledge of the liberal arts,’ in order that ‘ he might preside 
over the School.t at llanjscy,’ and ‘ cherish the scions ot his newly- 
ntade little garden w ith the dew of his doctrine.’ Soon afterwards^ 
ill the voar on the sixth of the Ides of Kovemher, thr 
Church was solemnly dedicated hy Oswald, in the presence of 
Duke Ailwin, Bishop Alfnoth, and a great concourse of people, 
to the patronage of tlie. Virgin of Virgins, the holy St. Benedict, 
and the memory of all Virgins; the wliole fabric being prepared 
for the ceremony ‘ like an infant about to he baptized anew, hy 
being de.s|)oilcd of every ornament.’ 

King Edgar granted five hides at Bnnvell towards the expenses 
tjf building the Clmreh, to which he also gave ' two ac¬ 
quired for the price of tW'cuty pounds,’ the ‘ ('liurcli of (jruiliruni" 
eestre,’ &c. Among the gifts made by Archhishojj Ctswald, 
are mentioned, the ‘ Ville of Nedingworth,’ and ‘ many and pre¬ 
cious relics, which were containerl in two crosses, fa.shioned of six 
limes twenty marks of gold, pound weight.’ The doimtious made 
to the Abbey by Duke Ailwiii, included tlie wliolo Island of llariT- 
sey, with tine adjoining lakes and meres; the land of Upwode, 
with the lisherics of the adjacent streams; and the hull and court 
that he there liad, ‘lilting Ibr the nobleness of so great a luaii;’ and 
variflus oilier estates, including tlie land of Weston, whicli be had 
inherited from his mothm-, to whom it had been gneti hy King 
Edgar, ‘ for that diligent iinrsiiig she had bestowed on him in his 
iufimey.’ Many other grants were about this lime ma.de to the 
Abbey hy different persons, and particularly hy yT.lhelstan Man- 
ves^(mo, who also gave ‘ manumission’ to tliirleon of his tenants', 
so fuily, ‘ that, being [ilaced in any way where four turnings meet, 


Ih^ blight proceed w-hitlicrsoever they would.’'* 


* Hist. Ram. Chap. 29t 
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The influence of Oswald and the Duke was next exerted to 
ju or.ure from King Edgar, a Privilege, or charter of coiifiriiiation^ 
for all tlie gifts that had been made to the Abbey; and also that 
tlie same might bear the Lnpression of the King’s Image, in order 
to render the [jossessions the more secure, 'lliis was made a par¬ 
ticular re(juest, because tlral ‘ as yet the impressions of seals were 
not come every where into use;’ and ‘ that the ancient cyrographs, 
or schedules, of the lands, were not strengthened with such impres¬ 
sions, tlie synjplicity of ancient time not having the invented re¬ 
semblances of figures of this kind.’* ’fhe privilege of Edgar has 
been printed by Dugdale it includes fhe particulars of the vbioti 
whicli indticed Ailwin to found the .Abbey at Kainsey, and coo- 
dudes with an anathema agaiust all persons violating its ea« 
dowmcnls. 

After the death of Edgar, and when the disputes between the 
regular and secular clergy ran very high, the monks of Wiuchel- 
cuinbe were expelled from their .Abbey, and took refuge at Ram¬ 
sey. About the same time ‘ brother jEdnoth gave to the Church 
one hkle at Bottiiiton; and in evidence of tliis donation, he placed 
four sods with green grass taken from the land itself, in the erypt 
of Ramsey, ni)ou the altar of St. (iregory.’ Not long afterwards, 
Alfwara, a ‘ noble Saxon woman,’ granted Halliwelle (Holywell) 
to the Abbey, togetlier with the Church and part of the Alauor 
of Ellesworlli, (See. and ‘ one chasuble and albe, and all the rest 
of the sacerclolal ornaments, and live marks of pure gold to gild 
all these, and one cross, and one shrine with a coverlet, two silver 
vessels, two curtains, and one cushion and her saddle, with all 
the horse furniture.’ ’ ^ 

In the reign of Elhclred the Seroml, llie central tower of the 
Church gave way, tlirough the oozyness of the soil, and ‘ a crack 
appeared in the stone-work, opening from the top quite downward.' 
It was therefore wholly taken down by the advice of Oswald, and 
the fonndutiuiis being made good, rebuilt at his exjrense, under the 
direction of ./Eduotb the younger, a monk of llamsey, who was 

renowned 
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renowned for ‘ the comeliness of his form, and the elegance of 
his maimers, as well as for his knowledge of letters.’ When it 
was completed, Duke Ailwin ordered ‘ a Wooden tablet to l»e set 
in front of the high altar, which he remarkably adorned to the 
honor of God, and of St. Benedict, and to the credit of the 
Church, with large and solid plates of silver, together with pre¬ 
cious stones of \aiious sorts and colours. He gave also thirty 
pounds for fabricating tlie n|>per pipes of the Orgna, which fitting 
in their holes within its hollow, in close order, upon one sjniidlc, 
and being played upon on festival days with the strong breath of 
bellows, uttered a most sweet melody, witli a far-resounding clan¬ 
gor.’* Soon afterwards tlie Clmrcli was new dedicated by Oswald, 
who, on accoimt of bis growing infirmities, was assisted by iF.swi, 
Bishop of Dorchester, in the presence of Duke Ailwin, and the 
* chief and potent men’ of the neighbouring counties. Previous 
to the ceremony, the Privilege of King Edgar was recited ; and 
public notice was given, that if any one had any claims against the 
Church of Ramsey, he should then state them before the assembly, 
or be for ever after debarred from becoming a claimant. A simi¬ 
lar notice was given in re-pect to the possessions of the Monaste¬ 
ries and Abbeys of Eiy, Bury, Torr, Croilatid, and Enolfcsbury, 
or St. Neol's; and on no person apjiearing to make a claim, Duke 
Ailwin, ‘ with the nobles and potent men Ihcji present,’ swore ‘on 
their corjioral oath, that they would keep in faith and in deed, 
during their whole livcS, what they had engaged by their words; 
and protect, as well the Church of Ramsey, as all the above- 
named inoiiasleries, with all their appurtenances.’ The ‘ Gospels 
of iBe Holy Evangeiisls,’ whereon the oath had been taken, ‘were 
then placed on the higli lUtar, before (todand the Abbots and 
Monks, ‘ in interchange for the liberality exercised towards them,’ 
admitted the Duke, and his companions, into the common bene¬ 
fits, 

* — Trigintt^Ubras ad fahriemdos cupreos org/morum cakinm 
troguvif, qui in alveo sm super uwim aicieunan dmso ordine Jbrami- 
nibus insldentes, et dubus jesiis foilium spiraniciilo Jnrliore puhuti, 
‘Pmdulcc.n tne.esdia.n et clangarem lougdts resoiiunitin edideruiit. 

ilist. Ram. Ciiap. is). 
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Ills, and fraternity of their respefeive churches. Oswald died in 
the following winter; his death, according to ll^e historian, having 
been foresliown by several supernatural omens; and in the ensuing 
spring, “ the venerable Ailwin departed.’* This was on the eighth 
of the raleadir of May, 993: he was buried in the Church of Ram¬ 
sey, and, according to a manuscript quoted by Camden, had the 
following epitaph inscribed on his tomb: Hie rcqukscit Ailwinus 
rncliti i?cg/j Edgari cognatm, loliui Anglia; Aldemaimus, ei hu- 
Jm sarri C(rnobii mirnciilosm I'undator, 

On the death of Archbishop Oswald, dildnotli the Younger was 
chosen lirst Abbot of Ramsey. He was the person who conveyed 
the reputed relics of St. Ivo front Sleite to Ramsey,f and, after 
governing bis monastery about sialecn years, was made Bishop of 
Dorchester, when Wlfsi, or Wulsinas, was chosen in his room. 
Both these prelates were slain by the Danes under Canute, at the 
battle of Ashenden, in the reign of Edmund Ironside, (anno lOld,) 
when the defection bf lire traitor Cdric occasioned the Saxons to 
lose the victory; and Ailward, the sou of Duke Ailwin, perished, 
together with ‘ the verdure also of almost the whole of the British 
nobility.’ With .’Ednoth and Wlfsi fell niuny other ecclesiastics, 
who, ‘ according to the custom of the English, had met there, 
VoL. VII, Auo. 1808 . LI* not 

* In a discourse made by Ailwin to his Sons, and the brethren of 
Ramsey, a short time previous to his decease, he thus eloquently de¬ 
scribes his then condition. * Old age diminishing the strength of a feeble 
and crooked budv, wholly takes away my wish of remaining lohgerhere. 
The gracefulness of my once comely form is destroyed by wrinkles; 
the testy cough, bv its frequent stinging, tires my sbgrt winded breast; 
my colour is p,ale, and lifeless; my scent is less acute than formerly; 
what I taste relishes less j scarcely can 1 support my tottering steps with 
a stall’; hardly will my trembling hands hold any thing fast, they being 
Worn out with sickness, and length of days; and the stolen successioit 
of passing years has deprived me of my whole strength; what confi¬ 
dence then can be placed in the slippery state of the human condition? 
It may be pleasant to die when life is f mnd to be so irksome!' 

Hist. Ram. Chap. 83. 


i See under St. Ive’s. 
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not with arms, but to assist tlie fighting men with their prayers.’* 
WlCsi and Aiiwafd were buried at Ramsey; but the body of 
Bishop .f^dnoth was ‘ stolen' from the brelliren of Ilamscy by the 
monks of Ely, and interred in their own Cliurch. 

Wythmann, tlie third Abbot, was n German, and is described as 
of buch ‘ innate fierceness of mind, that it diminislied sniiiewliat 
from his commendation.’ He accused his ‘ innocent flock’ of con¬ 
tumacy, and neglect of regular discipline, to the diocesan Bishop 
^theiiic, who ‘ had been taken from the cloister of Ramsey to sit 
in the chair of Dorchester; and not sup|)osing it credible that his 
‘ confreers, and fellow scholars,’ could so easily fall from obe¬ 
dience, he determined to visit Ramsey in privacy, tliat ho might 
the better judge of the truth. ‘Coming, therefore, at the dawn 
of day-light, and pretending to be some traveller, he entered the 
Monastery as if to beg, aiul begun diligently to scrutinize every 
thing. Some of the monks he found devoutly celebrating masses 
at prirate altars, some praying round the high altar to the tneino- 
ry of saints; others sitting closely together between the pillars of 
the cloister, and giving their attention to a reading in dee)) silence, 
to avoid idleness.' Discovering by this means the taUehuod ot 
the accussttion, he indignantly rebuked the .4bbot, who soon aftei- 
wards resigned, and went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem: but re¬ 
turning in about a year, he j)asscd the remainder of his days in a 
solitary place called Xortlieyu, about a ‘ stone’s throw from the 
Church of Harusey.’ 

Bishop .1.11101(10 was the familiar friend of King Canute, and, 
by bis persuasions, the latter built ‘ another Church at Ilamscy , 
near the foimer one, in honor of the Holy Trinity, on the same 
p'lan, but a little diflering in size.’ This, ‘ as the society of nuiis 
had ceased to assemble m like manner as the fraternity of monks, 
in tlte other monastery, was mtended for a com)vany of women;’ 
yet ‘it being providentially considered, that disadvantage might 
arise from the vicinity of the two sexes, the design was not fulfilled.' 
The crypt, however, tiftieh tvas built under the greater altar of 

that 
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tliat Ciiurch, remains uiinjuitd in our cemetaiy to this day, • 
witness and memorial of the building.’ ^tbefiic was also tbe 
means of obtaining Canute’s ptnrtnission to remove the remams of 
St. Felix from Soliam, in Cambridgeshire, and timy were translated 
to Ramsey in a ship, ‘ by Abbot Atheimn, (who liad succeeded 
Wytliman,) Alfwin, the Prior, and a respectable company of the 
brethren.’* Bisliop .£the)ric was himself a great benefactor to the 
\bbey, his benehceiit feelings having been early and stronis^y e»- 
riti'd by the mild treatment he had es|>erienred in his youth, when, 
with three others, he had accidentally fractured one of the ‘ larger 
bells which Imng ftOm the beams in the western towcr.'t He died 
• ’ L12 * on 

■* llist. Ham. chap. 82. The removal of St. Felia’s remains says 
the liiuorian, excited the envy of the people of Ely, who * went on 
1)1 urd their ships with a strong force, in order to intercept the brethren 
et Ihmsey on their return; ‘ but on a sudden a thit k cloud arose, to 
the hinderance of the many, and the safety of tbe few/ and, ‘our ad¬ 
versaries wandering from their course, the attendant water restored os 
?afc to the bosom of our domestic home.’ This miracle, however, is 
admitted to be of * doubtful credit / and the reader is not enjoined to 
uelleve it, provided that ‘ he feels it to be certain that every part of 
the relict of St. Felix were translated to the Church of Ramsey, and 
honorably deposited there; where even to this day the holy man con- 
I'crs many favours upon his worshippers.’ Ibid. 

t The manner in which tbe good Bishop acquired one of the estates 
which he gave to Ramsey Abbey^ it thus told :—the narrative contains 
some curious particulars of the customs of those early times. 

In Huntingdonshire < is a certain Vili, to which remote antiquity gave 
the name of Athclnitos) : most pleasant is its situation ; convenient 
its stream of waters; agreeable its level of rifeadowt, having plenty of 
pasture for cattle, luxuriant from the advantage of a fertile country. 
’I his before that tbe Danes had invaded England, was the inheritance 
of a certain Eaglishnutn; but in the days of King Cnut, a certain Dane, 
contracting matrimony by the King’s permission, acquired the Lordship 
of the before-mentioned Vill in right of his svife. Whea, therefore, 
according to his usual custom, King Cnut was travelling over his king- 
^oiB, it happened that he came into thefV parts, and througbthekngth 

of 
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in the year 103*, and was buried at Ramsey, having bequeathed 
to the Church ‘ many books and episcofnil onianients.’ 

Atheistan was siain in tlie twenty-third y«ir of his Abbacy, by 
an Irishman, whom he bad rescued from i>eggary( ami fed during 
several years at his own table; but having* ‘ for some reason, or¬ 
dered him to receive his allotted food without,’ the ungrateful 
wietdi ‘ drove his deadly sword forcibly through his bowels, on 
the day of St. Michael, as the brethren were celebrating tire even¬ 
ing 

of his journey, turned towards the Royal Ville of Nassiiigion, for the 
purpose of lodging there; but the smallness of the place, as it refused 
the benefit of hospitality to the Princes and great men atiendnnt on the 
King, occasioned each of them to seek the dnrtjestic dwellings of the 
families in the neighbouring towns and villages, dhhelric, the bishop, 
whom, on account of his integrity and singular prudence, the King scarce¬ 
ly ever permitted to be absent from his side, was therefore decently 
lodged at this same Dane’s, in the A'ill of Atheiinton, together with 
the four joint Secretaries of the King; and since the attendance of the 
inferiors is not only due to their Lords, but also to their Lords’ servants, 
the Dane doubted not that by so much the more attentively, and by so 
much the more splendidly, he served all things neeessary in different 
meats and drinks, by so tmich the more should he please the King hit 
Lord. At last, all being satisfied, and the tablet removed, they pro- 
iracted the day tilt the evening in drinking; and he who performed the 
office of Butler, with the Bishop'i connivance, handed about the cup 
exceedingly frequent to the Dane,- who being made very merry, begun 
to answer the Bishop’s enquiries as^to the stocking and worth of the 
Vill; how much in chattels, how many herds of beasts and sheep they 
had in the Lordship, what number of acres the court of it was furnished 
v^tb, and how much money he received yearly from the rental of the 
whole. ' 

" Then the Bishop most readily said* ‘ If I could find such a Manor 
to be sold, I would purchase it at a suitable price.* The Dane, whom 
intoxication spurred "on, jollity enlivened, and rashness urged, to the 
lost of his property, replied, ‘ If you will bring me to-morrow, at the 
eariiett da.wn of day, fifty marks of gold, without deduction, all my 
^ecn being removed, I will make over the whole Vill free to you.’— 
\'et he said this, not that he wished to part with his right by sale, but 

that 
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ing service, and, according fo Hie custom derived from antiquity, 
were proceeding into the nave of the Church, to their station be¬ 
fore the cross.’ He was succeeded by Alftain, the Bailiff, or 
Reeve, who ‘ governed actively for about eight years,' and in 
whose time Alfward,' Bishop Of London, and Procurator ot five- 
sham,’ becoming diseased with leprosy, resigned his dignities, and 
retired to this Abbey, where he had bepn educated. The monks 
received him with great ceremony, because, among other ‘ pre- 

L 1 3 * cious 

that be thought the Bishop, so far removed Troin his bishopric, his trunks 
so few in number, and his caskets so small, could, by no industry, by 
no purchase, scrape togciher before the end of one ntghi, such a weight 
of the above mentioned metal.—But Ahhelric, who was no slotl\fulpro- 
moter oj' his OKii interest, immediately catching the word (rum his 
mouth, and calling the men who had accompanied him in witness of 
the proceeding, ‘ Let it,’ says he, ‘ be according to your word. Behold 
the witnesses of niy faith, and of the bargain, that if I shall not to¬ 
morrow, before daylight, deposit before you the whole heap of gold 
which you have asked, you shall accuse me of rashness, and deride my 
failure; if, at the same time, you will cause your wife to agree with 
you in the same resolution.’—‘ My wife’s consent,’ said the other, ‘shall 
not be wanting; fulfil only wh.at you eng^e ’ Then tne Dane inclined 
himself wantonly to laugh at the Bishop, and encouraged his wife to 
dare to do tire same. 

“ What occasion is there to use many words.*—'lire husband, as well 
as his wife, measuring ihejr guest’s sentiments by their own, and judging 
him to be intoxicated, endeavoured toliasten the business; and through 
this, the bargain, which, at lirst| they thought to carry forward in jest,' 
being turned at length into seriousness, was strengthened and confirmed 
by the caution of the joint sureiiship of both sides, Aat if the Bisljpp 
should keep tlie faith of liis promises, thertgshouid be no loop-hole left 
for the Dane to retreat. Tlien the Dane going to bed. betrayed his 
consciousness of the loss of his property by his nocturnal rest; but 
Aithelric, the laziness of sleep being turned into soliciiude for l.is own 
advantage, when it was thought that he was laid down, and a notary 
privately sent for, ordered letters to be dispatched to all b s friends, 
"'hom that night seemed to aflbrd sufficient space of time for going to 
and returning from, adding entreaties to entreaties, that every one of 
them would now prove a true friend to the cost of the work. He him¬ 
self, 
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cious gifts, he brought not only the dteek bone of St. Egtuin, but 
even the cowl of the holy nnirtyr St- Alpbuge; which, the inartyr 
being strirkcu through it, hatl imbibed the bright stnins of his 
sacred blood;—and these it shews even to this (hiy, both to he 
beholden with our eyes, and touched with our lips.’ 

Duruig tlte primacy of Alfwin, Edward the Confessor, ‘ insti¬ 
gated by the learned monk Oswald, (nephew to Archbishop Os¬ 
wald,) and Widimann the Ilciinit, granted considerable estates, 
and e\traortlinarv privileges, to the Abbey, and conlirmed them 
by difiereiit charters. He also Iwcame a party in an agreement 
made between the .Abbot of Ramsey and the Abbot of Burgh, 
(Peterborough,) in regard to an exchange of lands; to the bounds 

and 

self, also, mounting his nag, spurred him on to court, where he found 
the King lessening the tedii usness of the long nighi, with the p/uy y' 
the Dice and labka; to vvhom being privately admitictl, and astonished 
at his ni.ctiirnal and sudden coming, he makes known the c.tusc, and 
borrowed from him all the gold which was then in his coffers, binding 
himself by the law of loans. 'J hen returning, loaded with it, he had 
hardly recovered his shot t bieatli, w hen his difletent messengers entered, 
each succeeding the oihei, and having got such a plenty ol gold, that 
pouring it out hcfoie their l#d, he Icund that the measure of its weight 
exceeded his want. 'I'hi Bishop, therefore, agitated with unspeakable 
joy, imit tdiaicly, at the veiy dawn ol day, ordered the Dane to be 
requested to arise, and take the heap ol gold ; but he, having, bv llie 
rest he had taken, n covered from his late surfeit or intoxication, pre¬ 
tended to know nothing of the bargain, and affirmed, that what they 
said was untrue. .Eihelric, however, offering publicly to pay the pro¬ 
mised mass of j’f How metal, required the estate thus purchased by a 
just title of sale, according to the testimony of the sureties, to be made 
over to him; but the Dane refused with a loud voice, exclaiming, 
that ‘ a fault committed by the rashness of one person, ouglit bv no 
means to redound to the prejudice ol the heirs.’ I’hc Bishop answered, 
‘Although intoxication drove you to the fault, yet your wife, to whom 
the fountain of the inheriiance especially belongs, diinking more spar¬ 
ingly, seemed to have brought less loss to the family casks; she, 1 say, 
being oltcn questioned if she acquieseed in the agreement, evinced the 
sacred iliitst of gold which she had, by her very silence of not contra¬ 
dicting 
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uii(t iiiiiit!) of Kii)"o.s-t(eIfc; and to a rigiit granted to the breihrea 
ol' itainsey to dig stone, both ‘ squared and broken,’ at Beriaich: 
tor the latter liberty they were to give to the monks of Uurgh 
•four thousiuid eels in Lent.’ In the year t05y, Alfwiii attemled 
at the Cireat Council held at Ilheinis by Pope Leo the Ninth, ti-oin 
whom he obtained a protecting privilege for the rights ot his own 
Ablrcy. He afterwards procured a similar pri> ilege from Pope Alev 
auder the Second; ‘ but from the fatigues of his Roman journey, 
he contracted an illness, which nearly deprived him of the use of 
all his limbs;’ on whicli he relinquished his govcrimient to Ailfsi, 
or E"dsin, Abbot of St. .Augustine’s, who, when Earl I’osti, and 
the King of Norway, invaded England, ‘ was Wiiriied by St. Ed- 

L1 E * w ard, 


dieting it.’—Still the gainiayers, repressing the voices of the witnesses, 
clamoured as if in their own proper abode; hence a contei.tion arose, 
and an appeal was made hy both parties to the King, in whose presence 
the matter Ireiiig more diligently investigated, the suretiships assert the 
tact of the money having been tendered by the buyer according to the 
agreement. '1 he J Jane, being unabic to disprove these allegations, and 
ilitre being no way fur iiim to regain the thing sold, was adjudged to 
curifitn) the sale on receiving the pric^ yet the wife, still litigating, 
and alBtming, with a babbling voice, that two mills in the same Vill 
were her chattels, and did not belong to the appurtenances of the Ma¬ 
nor, the generous purchaser stopped all contention, and further claim, 
by the addition of two marks of gold.—'I'he husband and wife, therefore, 
spontaneously, or obeying unwillingly the sentence, took away ait their 
household goods, stripped the marriage bed of its accustomed clothing, 
led away their herds of cattle, and family, and leaving only the bare 
walls ol llieir home, with those things which wete’iiiimoveable, vt the 
new l.ord, departed to buy another lesidence with ilie gold they had 
received.” The Bishop was afterwards confirmed in his pm chase by 
the King ; and having lewarded ‘ four Barons, by whose lively diligence 
and activity in this business, he was sensible that he had been most 
elfectually assisted,' with a present to each of two marks of the remain¬ 
ing gold, he, ■ having the King’s license, directed his journey towards 
Ramsey,’ and assigned to the Abbot and his Brethren, the ‘ before 
mentioned Vill, lor the perpetual supply of their table.’ 

Hist. Brit. Scrip. Pari HI. c. 8.''. 
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ward, in a vision, lo encourage King Harold against liis invading 
enemies.’ lie was afterwards obliged to seek refuge on the Con^ 
tinent, through his having assisted Archbishop Stigand in his oppo¬ 
sition to the Conqueror, 

The successor of Ailfsi, according to Dugdale,* was Herbert, 
a native of Orford; who is said by Godwin to have been ‘ very 
famous for his excellent learning;’ and ‘ living in the court of 
William Rufus for a time, behaved himself in such sort, that he 
was much favored of the Khig, and obtained divers great prefer¬ 
ments at his hands, w hereby it came to passe, that within the 
spare of three years, he had so feathered his nest, as hec could 
bye for his father, the Abbacy of Winchester, and for hiiuselfe, 
the Bishopricke of Norwich, paying for tlic same, as is reported, 
the sum of JpOOl.’f Ahhin, who succeeded him in the Abbacy 
of Ramsey, was expelled it) his eknenth year for simony; and 
Bernard, U)ouk of St. Albans, was advanced in his room. On his 
decease, within about five years afterwards, Ahlwin was restored, 
and continued Abbot till his death, in 1112 or 1 llo. licginald, 
his succcs.'or, rebuilt the Church, which was completed in seven 
years, anno 1123. He dying in 1131, or 1133, was succeeded 
by (Valter, in whose lime (atiiio 1143) tieotirey de Mandeville, 
Earl of Essex, expelled the monks from the Abbey, and fortified 
it as a castle; but was afterwards slain in a battle before the 
Church, w ith an iirrow, by one of the meanest soldiers. Matthew 
Paris, who recoids this tact, says, that ifie Earl was ‘ the only 
person who fell;’ and that ‘a manitest proof of the Divine wrath’ 
was displayed by the ‘ walls of the Church streaming plenleously 
with blood whilst it was held as a castle.’) 

William, 

* Mon. Ang. Vol. I. p. 240. f Cat. of Eng. llbh. p. 419. 

1 Matt. Par. Hist, Angl. p. SO. A. D. 11'13. Enlem lero tem- 
pnre GauJ'ridnr, consul de Mandtxida, qui idem scelus jiulrareret 
in monuiierio JltimesUmi, an le ij,sam trclts/am iiiUr consortes suorum 
ncies, a pedite ^odum vilis.simo solus sagiilu jiercusstis, occuhiiit ink r- 
Jectus. Eedesia autem ilia, dum pro Castello tenerrtur a suis purieti- 
bus sangHincmvberliiiisimisit, indigtialioncm Dhinam mamfeste de- 
flarans. 
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William, Robert Trionel, Rudu, and RoL-rt de Rcdinges, were 
the next Abbots in succession; the latter was chosen through the 
influence of John dc Grey, Clumrellor of England, and, after 
governing five yeurs, he resigred the jmsloral staff to William de 
Lirieoln, wiio had the Manor of Cranfield assigned to liim for 
maintenance. In his time the general revenues of the Abbey were 
receivwl by three monks appointed by the Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury; and after his rleath tlie abbacy was kept vacant seven years, 
because the monks refused to elect the Abbot of Fronton on the 
recommendation of King John. At length, in 121^, Rickard, 
Abbot of Selby, was chosen by the. procurement of Nicholas, 
Bishop ot Frascati, the Pope’s Legate, who took off the interdict 
in England; in the following year, the Church of Kamsey was 
plundered of inucli wealth. Uhl’/i Foliat, Prior of Uainsey, pro¬ 
bably the same person that was afterwards advanced to the See 
»if Hereford, sitcceeded Richard in 121 (i. His successor, Ramd- 
fus, liad lire honor to entertain Henry the 'I'liird, who came to 
the Abbey on the Feast of St. Matthias, in )23t, and staid four 
days: in his eighth year he was appointed Justice of Norwich. 
William Acult, the nevt Abbot, lived oitly one year after hts pre¬ 
ferment; and was succeeded hy Hugh de Sulgraxe, Prior of St. 
ive's, in whose time Ramsey .Abbey was taxed at ('24- marks, for 
its share of a tenth that had been granted by the Court of Pome 
from all ecclesiastical jms-sessions; this Abbt.t was a considerable 
benefactor to his convctil; among other things, he begun to re¬ 
build the Refectory, ‘ and made St. Ivo’s shrine, and a silver-gilt 
table tor the high altar.’ William de (Im mea str,-, bis successor, 
brought ‘the water from Ramsey at his own etjsl;’ and finished 
the Refectory ill 127(> : he governed about niiieteen years, when 
being struck with tlic palsy, he resigned. Jalm de Huntie suc¬ 
ceeded him 1111285, and sufl'ersd many troubles and extortions; 
among other charges, lie was obliged to maintain L-abel, Edwaid 
the Second's consort, at the .Abbey, (or eighteen days; he bccunic 
blimi si.x years before his deatli, which hiiitpencd in 131b', when 
lie gave leu pounds to the convent for ‘ hose and shoes.’ He was 
succeeded hy Shnon de £j/c, who uew-built tjic easteru part of 
2<! the 
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the Cllurt^I, and governed during twenty-siK years. Rol'crt di' 
Natsini^on, the next Abbot, died of the plagoe in 13+}); and 
left his successor, liichard de Slienniujrlun, bnrthened wflh liis 
debts to the amount of 2500 marks. The lullcr preaded thirty 
years; and was succeetied by Edmund dc Elyn^ton, of whom 
nothing particular is recorded, nor yet of bis successors, Thomas 
Boieinike, John Tychemarsh, John Ci'oivlaiid, John Sterar, Ifil- 
liam dc Wyttlesey, John Wardebeyi, John Uuntin^don, anti Henry 
Stciakdey. JoAn de Wardeboys, alias Laurence, thirty-tiflh and 
last Abbot, ‘who succeeded Stewheley, was an active promoter of 
the Dissolution; and for his services in forwarding the surrender 
of his own as well as of oilier Abbeys, was rewarded by Henry 
the Eighth, with an annual pension of 2<)bl. 13s. bd. which was 
continued till his death in 1553.'* 

Many of the Abbots and iMuiiks of Ilamsey were men of con¬ 
siderable talents and learning, to which, doubtless, the School 
established within the walls of the Abbey, and almost coevtil with 
its foundation, greatly contributed. Here was also a tumous 
Library, concerning which the following particulars have been 
collected by Whitaker from lasland.f “ The library at llamsr-y 
was celebrated for what we are amazed to hear of either there or 
then, its stock of Hebrew books. The J«'Ws being for the first 
time permitted to pass over from Normandy into England by the 
Conqueror, $q>read in a short lime over the kingdom, and had a 
synagogue in almost every great town; but in the reign of Edwaril 
the First,! all their ))ro|)erty was tyraimically confiscated, and they 
themsehes were barbarously banished. ‘ 'I'lieii the synagogues at 
Huntingdon and Stamford being profaned, all tiieir furniture came 
ufader the hammer for sale, together with their treasures (if boohs: 
but when Gregory,’ Huntingdon, a monk of Ramsey, who had 

been 

The authorities for the above particulars of Ramsey Abbey, sub¬ 
sequent to the CVmquesl, are Dug. Monasticon, Vol. I. Stevens’s Ad- 
dittoes, Vol. 1. and Browne Willis’s ilisi. of Mitred Abbeys, \’ol. 1. 

f. Hist, of St. Gertnan's Cath. Vol. II. p. 337,-8; from J.eland De 
Script. Brit. 
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been stud^ingthe Hebrew language for sonic time before, and had 
been cbecked in bis studies by the want of Hebrew books, ‘ un> 
derstood of this auction, be hastily repaired to it from bis adjoin: 
ing monastery, with a good sum of nioucy, and readily at the 
tixed price purchased their gold for his brass, and returned Iioiim; 
in high spirits. What did be do theu? flight and day be turned 
over his Hebrew volumes, till he had drawn from the very 
fountain-bead a more intimate knowledge of the language, lie 
left also to his colleagues many excellent annotations from his own 
pen, whicli a learned jmsterify might read witli pleasure. The 
Catalogue qf' Ramsey Library makes a sjn't-ific and honorable meu- 
tioli of the liebtvw books most diligently collected by him.’ He 
thus begun Umt collection wliicb afterwards received considerable 
additions trom Robert Dud lord, another monk of the Abbey; 
and iiad even a Hcbrar Lexicon compiled trom both by a tbird. 
Laurence Holbeacb, in the ceigii of Henry the Fourth, * lighting 
upon the Hebrew volumes which had been rescued from destruc¬ 
tion Ihrougii having been purchased by Gregory, and vvbicb cxbi- 
biietl all the glorious majesty of the aucient synagogue,’ resolved, 
that ‘wliat Gregory had happily begun, he would more happily 
complete;’ and tlierefoie ‘ he tunned, in an elegant manner, a 
Hebrew Dictionaiy, a work at once refined and learned; which 
was carried awa^ a tew sears ago, b% the wuked industry ot a 
purloiner, Robert Wactiefcld. Jolm Child, when the Abbey and 
its noble Libruty vrere sinking in one conunon ruin, preseived the 
Hebrew books from destruction.’—buch an illustiious society of 
Hebrew scholars was this sequestered .\bl)ey of Ramsey; and sucii 
a Christian Sion was raised amidst the eastern lakes ot our Island;, 
till till' Retbrmatiou swept away this Sion, 0111*1 uiinic thul study 
of the Hebrew, which seems to have be^im with the • egiiii.ings of 
the Saxon Church,* which was now euliuinating r.ij iiily to its ze¬ 
nith, to set in tile occaij for a ceiitui v and a halt ui.eiuards." 

This 


* Alcain in Gale, Vol I, p. 'iSO, informs us d •>* d)o iUbiow 
Scriptures were in the Library a; Yurk:— JJibruie'us ~ ei e;o\7 j:i 
imbrs superrhc. 



52S* 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


Tills Abbey was a mitred one; or, in other words, the Abbots 
were privileged to sit in Parlianicnt; but wiien the first summons 
was issued does not appear. Tlie head or seat of the Abbots’ 
barony was at Broughton, which had annexed to it four knight’s 
fees. In the Appendix to Stevens’s ‘Additional Volumes’ to Dug- 
dale, is the copy of a suinnions of Edward the First to tlie Abbot 
of Ramsey, requiring him to fnmisli his quota for war in an ex¬ 
pedition against the Welsh, according to the tenures of his lauds. 
In the same work is printed an ‘Acknowledgement’ of Edward the 
Third, for plate borrowed of this Church, to be pawned to sup¬ 
ply the King with money for his wars in France. 

At the period of the Dissolution, the annual revenues of this 
Abbey were, according to Dugdale, estimated at 171()l. J3s. 4-d. 
but S|)eed, on the authority of Sir Robert Cotton, states their 
yearly amount at 1<J87I. 15s. 3d. In March, 1540, the demesnes 
and lands of the Abbey, with the several meres or lakes belonging 
to it in this Parish, were granted to Sir Richard Cromwell, to be 
held in capite by Knight’s service, for the very inadequate consi¬ 
deration of 49fi3l. 4s. Cd. His son, .Sir Henry Cromwell, (the 
‘ Golden Knight,') made Ramsey bis summer residence, and re¬ 
paired or rebuilt the Manor-house,*" w Inch Brow nc Willis says 
was ‘ built out of the ruins of the Abbey.’f Sir Oliver Crom¬ 
well, son of Sir Henry, resirled at Ramsey for many years, after 
his splendid but imprudent manner of living had obliged him to 
sell his estates at Hinchingbrook.I His grandson, Henry Crom¬ 
well, Esq. dying suddenly, without issue, through agitation of 
mind by being defeated in an election contest, his estates devolv- 
' ed on his two sisters, and co-heiresses, Carina, who married Wil- 
liarti Hctley, Esq. of Broughton, and Elizabeth, who married 
Henry English, Esq. ofN'orfolk. These ladies sold their estates at 
Ramsey to the famous Colonel Silas Titus, the supposed author of 

‘ Killing 


* Noble’s Crom. Vol. I. p. 21. 
t Hist, of Mit. Abbey:, V’ol. I. p. 152. 
J Sec before, p. tOJ —403 . 
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• KilUii" no Murder,’ either in l6'r+, or 1673.* He was greatly 
celebrated for his wit and social humour; anri possessed great iiiflu-* 
cnee in ibis county, which he represented in Farliament. in 1703, 
he lieipieathed this Manor to his wife and two daughters. Cathe> 
rine, the cldes’t daughter, becoming the survivor, afterwards pos¬ 
sessed the whole in her own right till her death in 1732, when 
she left it, with an estate of about 2000l. per annum, to her two 
servants, from whom the Manor was |)urciiased by Coulsoii Feh 
lovvs. Esq. in 1736’, or 1737. His grandson, William Henry Fel¬ 
lows, Esq. Member of Parliament tor this county, is the present 
owner and resident. 

The Abbey stood at the upper end of tlie town, towards the 
south, at a little distance from the present Church. The only re¬ 
main of imjiortance is the ruined Gateway, a very tine fragment 
of beautiful architecture, of the mure tlorid kind, hut most la¬ 
mentably dilapidated: this, says Crowne Willis, is‘said, by the 
inhabitauts, to have been used as a prison.’t The same gentle- 
mau informs us, that the ‘ Manor-House’ and ‘ offices’ were built 
out of the Abbey ruins :J tljcy now form the residence of Mr. Fel¬ 
lows. The House is large, and handsoniely furiiislied; it commands 
some tine pros)>ects, and the grounds are pleasant.§ 

The C7i«;c/tisaspaciousandelegantstructure, consistingof a nave, 
chancel, and aisles, with a well-built tower, embattled, and other¬ 
wise ornamented, at the west end; the latter, says Browne Willis, 
was erected in 167 1, by the inliabitiints, with the Abbey stone, 
in place of a low wooden building which previon.sly stood tliere.{| 
The nave is divided from the aisles by seven large and w'ell pro- 
portioued arches on each side, springing from handsome columns;- 

ond 


* Nc4>!e'8 Crom. Vol. 1. p. Cd. 

t Hist, of Mit. Abbeys, ^’ol. 1. + Ibid. § Ibid. 

!! Mr. Gough states, that ‘the Monks’ Hall, or Abbot’s Pailour, 
and Dining Room above, were convi rted into a house by Sir Richard 
Cromwell,’ and that he saw there, in 1782, a ‘ neglected atibaiial chair,’ 

UrU. Fol. li. p. I'vU 
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and from the chancel by a still larger arch, with a carved wooden 
screen crossing the lower prt, Tlie windows are large, and hand¬ 
some; and appear, from the many fragments remaining, to have 
been once finely adorned with stained Glass; some sniall figures of 
angels, crowned heads, &c. exhibit some very rfch lines: much 
glass has been taken away, or destroyed, since Dr. Stukelcy was 
hefe in 1736. Sir Oliver Crotnuell, K. B. and several others of 
his family, were buried here, but their places of interment are 
not pointed out by any inscription. Tiie Sepulchral Memorials 
are but few, and of no particular interest: several large slabs in 
the nave have been inlaid with brasses, most probably of Abbots and 
Priests of Ramsey. In the reign of Charles the Second, a Free-School 
was established in this town, and endowed under a decree of 
Chancery, in with one hundred acres of fen-land: this 

foundation has been greatly neglected; and the old School-Ilouse 
fell down about twenty years ago. A (Jharity-School for girls was 
likervise instituted here about the beginning of the last century, by 
John Drjden, Esq. (who was related to the Poet Drydeu,) of 
Chesterton, in this county, whose benevolence prompted him to 
bequeath l(),0t>0l. for charitable purposes, to dilierent towus and 
villages, as is stated on his inonnmeirt in Chesterton Cliurch: he 
died at the age of seventy-two, in January, 1707- 

Raihsey principally consists of one long street, with a second 
branching oif northwards, along the banks of the river from the 
bridge: the houses are chieily of brick. The market grew nearly 
into disuse after the dissolution of the Abbey, but afterwards re¬ 
covered, through the conveuiency of its situation for the sale of 
cattle, and live stink generally: it is now in tolerable repute. Ac- 
coiding to the returns under the Act of 1800, the population of 
this Parish amounted to* 18.94; of whom, 974 were males, and 
9-0 teniales: the number of houses was 3.>3. 

Noble, in his Memoirs of the Cromwells, relates a singular 
anecdote of the introduction of the Plague into this town in l665-dr 
He states, that Major William Cromwell, (fourth son of Sir Oli¬ 
ver,) who epgaged in a plot to assassinate the Prytecto^ Cromwell, 
“ died o( the plague at Ramsey, in the morning of February fix’ 

1 twenty-third, 
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twenty-third, in the above year, and was buried the rwxt eventuj; 
ill (he Church there. He caught tlie infection by wearing a coal, 
the cloth of wliicii came from London ; and tlie (ayior that made 
the coat, witli all his family, died of tlie same terrible disorder, 
as did no less than 400 )>eopIe in Rams(>y, as u|)penrs by tlie Re¬ 
gister, and all owing to this iiilal coat.”* 

Ill 17 tl> Ma.v the tweiit\-tirst, Ramsey was partly consumed 
by lire ; tlio conflagration destroyed ‘ upwards of eighty dwelling 
houses, besides shops, barns, granaries, iSre. with an amazing 
(juaiitity of iiNilt and flour.'f 

William dk Ram.skv, a*native of this town, and Ahbot of 
Petcrb*>roiigli in the reign of Edward tlie Fourtli, wrote a Life 
of St. Cinthlac in verse, and was likewise the author of several 
other works.I 

BODSAY-HOL'SE, about a mile from Ramsey, was granted to 
the Cromwells, as “ a grange, or fariu-liouse, parcel of the pos¬ 
sessions of the late mouasterv." From Rlouu's map of Hunting¬ 
donshire, given in his Britannia, it apjiears to liuvi- hcoii surround¬ 
ed by a large moat, supplied with water I’roni R.imsey-Merp. 
Here, in the time of ('harles the Second, resided Colonel Henry 
Croimvcl!, or rather Williain^, as he then railed himseif, who wa* 
one of tiiose included in the list of ‘ Knights of the Royal Oak 
but tlic final establishment of which Order of Knighlliood was 
at last relinquished from motives of policy. In tlie Baronetage 
W'hicli gives the names of the intended Knights, the estate of 
Colonel Cromwell is estiuuiteil at COOul. but Ramsey, Bury, and 
other Manors, were not then soId.|| 

KING'S 

* 

• Mem. of the Crom. Fam. Vol. I. p. 

+ Gnugh’s Cara. Vol. 11. p. 160. 

1 Le!. De Scrip. Brit. p. 215,-10. Edit. 1700. 

2 In tlie Court Rolls of R.imsey is the following singular entry re¬ 
lating to the Colonel. Oct. 22, lo57, ‘ Henry Cromweii, Esq. Lord 
of the .Vlnnor of Ramsey, was presented for his Hogs, contrary to an 
order heretofore made in this Court, and he is humbly desired to observe 
diat order. 
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KINXJ’S Dei.f, (vr Dyke, is llie uaiuc tliat, in lalcr times, 
bas l>ecn given to part of the high road, or causeway, wliich 
runs between Peterborough and Kainsey, It occui’s in. records as 
early as the reign of Edgar; hut a|)|>ears, conibrniahly to llie 
true siguitication of tlie word dmlf, to have I ben designated a 
dilch, or channel, cut through the marshes; and it was by that King 
made the boundary of his donation to Peterborough. 'Phis Dyke 
is generally coiifouude<l witii Cniit.i delf, or Siirnlci-drlf, (called 
also Steeds-Di/U,) of the origin ot' wliicli Canidcii gives the fol¬ 
lowing account. *' W hen the sons and servants of Canute, sent 
from Peterborough to Ramsey, were crossing this lake, (W'hittle- 
sea,) ‘ a most violent storm arose, with a whirlwind, as they were 
clieerfully sailing along amusing themselves with singing, and en¬ 
veloped llicni on e\eiy side, so that they absolutely despaired of 
their lives, as well as of ussistauce. But tin; mercy of the Al¬ 
mighty did not e|uite fail them, nor sutler the dreadful gidpU to 
swallow them up; but iiiercifuliy, from his providence, delivered 
some of them from those raging waves, and |>erinitted the rest, 
according to the secret workings of his righteous judgment, to 
pass out of this frail life iii the midst of those waves. When the 
ref)Ort of this danger reached tlie King’s ears, fear and treinbling 
laid hold on him; but, after he had recovered himself, by the 
advice of his nobles and friends, to prevent, for the future, the 
misfortunes occasioned by this raging element, he caused a Dyke 
to be marked out by his soldiers and servants in tiic arljoiniiig 
marshes between Rmnsev anel W'liilltcsca, and afterwards to beclear- 
ed by labourers ; whence, as we learn by the credible le.stiinony of 
our predecessor.-;, some of the neighbouring inhabitants gave that 
Dvke llie name of Siuirdcsdelf, lion) its having been marked out 
with swords; and others,will have it called Cnouts-dclf, from the 
King.’* It is now commonly called Siccds-DiLc, and is accounted the 
boundary lietween this county and Canibndgcsliirc.”t Mr. (jongli 
says, ‘ The road above mentioned miglit probably be the work of 

some 


* Hist. Eliensis. Foundation Char, of Salirey Abbey, 
f Brit. Gough’s Edit. Vol. II. p. ! j5. 
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som- M>!)Ol of (liis rich Moiiastcry, (Ilaiii'.oy,) iikc froin 

?)ilo Sj>a!tiiiiir, in.i:ie by Ef;eiiic, Abbot of iVif iboronaii, 
and Uisbot) of DiiiiiUiii. UsOci; called froni liiiu U. G/;-ro<k, or 
ic'.-. road. ^ 

\VIn ri f.f'.'EA MMl’iE is an exipiisive O'ecf of a.I/out 

live niili’s ill leiiidh, iii’.d beUvecn !«<> and lliivf' in id‘. *• 'i nis 
e'r.ir i.ike,” rays Camden. “ exlcad:-. liMof in a vi-.v Irons (>art of 
till’l oiiiilry ; bill llie iidialiilanls rn loni i-nl llic liuii;.!*-.; of die 
fiif ii coiiiitcii'-afsii by tile avlvai.l.isrex ot' l!n-fi .'.t-i-.. do- jnciOi- 
fiil iiastiir-.ieo, iiini liv f(!ii!:i'ii> of tiiif so tii t’or Ini,no. Iviar (J.i- 
luiic ordered lln- fi n lo be jiarei lieii out :i'i;o in do- '"leiai lo-ivni 
n;)r»i it. by 'I'lirKid, ssiio iisid la re iinioov, die t-i-t Vun'es and 
eisil.-d over Siieiie, Ivion “1 Di noiark, loyi i"' i', in'ilc 
raided it i'l sin h i imoiuci, iiiat eueli tosso iiod s i ,i projioilioii 
o, li.e ten lor his oau use, earb ionii ieid (inn land a loUiinroii 
till ofiO'i'.ite ten. ije iii.-o ordiiiiied lliat no toundj.o sboiiM di» 
('! n:o«- udiioiit le.ise III llie fs’ll bclonein.; (o anoiiier, and tliat 
till " '.hoiiid all (l ive a 1(111101011 1 |ebr of ji.isinraoe; is, liortl 

'iiidi r boro 111 orib r to inaiolain jonKe and Iniriiioos auiou" tiiein,’'* 

( In- .Mere is oei'itsioo ills aeitoied ssit!) ys i'lii in a vi.de,;i meaner, 
•oibaod says, ‘it doth i.oin-innes, in ealin^ and f.iiie sveatiiei-, so- 
daiidy rise li.‘ini'es!iiousiy. as it svere. into s |ideal ssats-r-ijuakes, to 
tile (i.iooiT of tim jionri’li'lienneo. by reason, as some lliinke, of 
'‘v:i|)ori;iions lireakia" slii'eiilly out o( tbe liossels of tiie cailbe.'f 
Cj iiliriiarv. If, ''.- id, ibi.s i\leic ua.s so frosen user, that t«o 
jni/e.s sseie roll tor on it f 

J'l.e bide Mbare >■! 1 I.L'I’l'CN, near I’eterbo’ini'Tb. anfl .Al,- 
i'. .'.i.'iON, near Cbesti'iion, neie oiseii lo llie imft.ks of i’eieilnj- 
toii"b, by .Audreao llkir tsseiity-tliird .Xbiiol, ‘lor tbe aoeiiienta- 
•inii <i| tb'ir ev>n;ii'.oiis.’% Helton iitleissards < aii:e into tbe |'C>s- 
si’s-ion of a (aiiiily of tin* same naiiic, and inoie reeei.ily of liie 
f’rolise-.jj 

^ I'l.. VII. At Cl. 1803. Mm* OVEllTON 

* Bni, Vol. IF. p, Ia4, 155. Gough’s Edit. 

lloliandC C.rni. p. 5C0. J GougU’s Cam. V’sl. II. p. 16!.- 


§ Cotton jMiS. 


11 Ib.i. 
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OVERTON LONGUEVILLE, or ORTON, as it is corruptly 
callcil, tteiiig ‘ fbrtciled tor lelony, was redeemed of Ki.'g John 
bv Nisei Lovetoft, whose sister and cohuircss married Hubert, 
alias Robert de Bromtbrd; and their children assumed the name 
of Lovetoft.’* 'I’he Manor atlenvards belongeil to the Earls of 
Liiiroln, hut is now the property and seat of George Gordon, 
Earl of Abovne, who arquired if by his inairiage with Miss Cope, 
second daughier and coheiress of Sir Charles Cvpv, Bart, the for¬ 
mer owner, to whose memory there is a mural monument in the 
Church. The mansion is not large, but is pleasantly situated 
amitlst clumps of wood, and iVuilfal meadows. Lord Aboyme has 
considerably extended his estate here, by purchasing, in 1800, of 
William Waller, Esq. the two ad.ioining Parishes of Chesterion 
and Iladtiun, for the sum of 7 ’>.Ot.>ul. 

Ill the north aisle of the Church is a handsome monuiiient, ot- 
namciited with many shields of arms, and imscrilred to the memo- 
ly of EUzuheth, sole daughter and heiress of Sir William Reyner, 
who married Henry Taihot, younger son of George, Earl ol' Slinwvs- 
burv; and Maty, tlieir youngest daughter, and eo-heiress; whose 
second husband was Sir William Armine, Bart, who was buried 
here in March, lt>74. In the Church-yard is an ancient momi- 
ment of a Knii'ht, whose sculptured figure, though greatly muti¬ 
lated, shews him to liavc been re|iresented in armour, with a shirt 
and hood of mail; his head resting on a pillow, and on his right 
arm a heater shield: he appears to have been cross-legged, and 
to have had a sword dependant from his girdle, with some beast, 
probably a lion, at his l'ect.1 This, according to a tradition ol 
tfcc iiiliabitanis,*' recorded by Bishop Konnct,J w as intended to 
conimeraor.ife ‘ a Lord* I.ongucvillc, who, iu fighting with the 
Danes near this place, received a wound in hb Indly, so that his 

aitrail.® 


* Gough's Cam. Vol. II. p. 153. 

i -^n Engraving of this monument, from a drawing by Carter, has been 
given in the Gentleman's Magiiine for July, 1807, 


7 In Peck’s Des, Cur. Vol. 1. VI. No. li>. 
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entrails fell out; hut wrapping I Item round the wrist of his left 
arm, he rnntinucd the combat with his rigiit hand till he liad killed 
t!ie Danish King, and soon after fell hiniself.' I'his wild tale was 
thought to be r,orroborate(l by the inunuinent itsell, but only the 
grossest iguorance could make .such a conclusion. The entire cos¬ 
tume of the figuM is that of the twellth century; and the knight 
represented was probably one of the Lovciolts, or Lovetotts, as 
they Jiave liecn indifferently ciiltcfl. 

OVKHTON VV ATEHV'ILl. E, with the patronage of the Church, 
was graiiteri by Laurence lloolh, Archbishop ot Vork, vs ho died 
ill 1+80, to f’enibioke Ifall, Canil)rid<;c, ‘ to which a great jiart 
of the town still belongeth.”' The nnnibcr of houses in both Oitous 
rlid not exceed nine y in the year 1801. 

At BOTfLE lilLIDtiE, so called, says Camden, ‘ for sliorf- 
jii'ss, from B(>tolpli Bridge,’ near the Neii llivcr, wa.s an ancient 
floKsi-, ‘convcyesl by inhcrilaiice from tlie Diailons, and Lovet.s, 
to the family of llie Shirleys.’t The place w licre this House stood, 
is, ill tlie Colton Manuscript, said to be ‘now (anno coii- 

verlcd into a wood-ground; and the Chapel near adjoining is gone 
to decay.’ 

'I'he well-known Inn, called Kate’s Cabin, stands at the in¬ 
tersection of the roads, near the little village of CllE^'l Ell'l'ON, 
wliicli consists of about fittceii or sixteen scailercil cottages. This 
formed part of the e.statc ol the Jx vil.', Kihghls, ‘ uii uiicieiit fa- 
niily,’ says Camden, ‘ I’anious in this county ; whose ‘ heirs gene¬ 
ral were married to Hewit, Elnics, and Diydeii.’; John Diyden, 
.Esq. whose charities liaie been mentioned under Uverloii Longue- 
ville, had ‘ a noble estate at Clieslorloii, and* the iieiglibuujiii" 
towns, wliicli descended by his sister Jio the ancient and woilhy 
tainily of the I'iggotts of Shropshiie, who enjoyed it till it was 
squandered away at Newmarket, and sold by their representative 
Ilobeit 1‘iggott, Esq.'§ It has lieen since imrchased ot the Wallers 
hy the Earl of Aliovne. In the C/iiin /i, which is clediiated to .St. 

IM 111 J • Michael, 

* Cotton MS. f Cnm. ^'ol. II. p. 183. 

i Cotton MS. § Gough's Camden, \ ol. 11. p. 1('3. 
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several of the Bcvills lie buiied, as well as other Lords 
of this Manor. 

About mid'.'ay between Chesterton and Castor, in Northamp¬ 
tonshire, is the site of the Roman Dcnoninv.T:, the fort of whidi 
on t!:e lliintia^.-lonsliiie side of the Neii River; but the 
citv, troin the vailous coins, ;;nd other antiquities, Iftat have been 
fo;:!'d, api't ars to have spread itself jwinripaliy on the norlheni 
side <)!' t!ie ri' , e\ii:i>i;ng tOMards f.'astor. C/istk-J'nId, at 
Cbo Urtfiii, ..’.■•s .'dr. (loiie'i, ‘ is a large Iraef, ineloscd by a dileh 
and r.i!; jKHt; tlir R.ir.ian road imi'; with a Indd ridge ihrougii if, 
hi an oh;ii|i!,' din , tiou, not pa.iaih l t>i the sith s, nor passing ihrougii 
the pall.,, vrliii!i ’..■ad.fs it look ra'.lnr lii.e a sniniuer eainp.’* 
Jletn -, (>i' f l.iatir, acranlit g to C.'.iinle;', Ciillrd this cityV/cr 

Dori'i,’ and ‘}) :a-.i <ai the ’Nr ne,’ ai.d ineotnii.- it ns heaig 

‘ iiitci'v r:d;;f,i indoic hi' tina-.’—‘ In the same sense,’ ('annleii eon- 
tinues, ‘as Dur,,': , ;-ir, that is, thi- of the Hirer, it is now 

called '/■a; at.dit < slaint.s exiileiil lineesofit ruiited eily, hc- 

sidib andetii coins; lor to tlti.s the Roman road learls siraighi lioiii 
Huntingdon; and a hitle ;th'i\e Stilton, aneiently called .SV/c/o'hon, it 
ap])eais witli a Ingli ridge, and is calhil, in an aniient Savon char¬ 
ter, T.nrunz S.'rrtt. Here it passesIhrongh the middle ot'a sijliare 
rampart, whose nerlli side .seems to have been fortified with a 
%sall, and the other sides only wiili Itanks of earth. Near it were 
some time ago <!ng itp sereral stone ehesls or eothiis.’—‘ Siune 
think tiiat this eilv stood on Imth .sides of" the river; and llial llio 
little vilhige of Caster, on the opposite bank, was part of it; and 
this opinion is reitainly snpjioited by aneieiii liistorv, which iiitonns 
tlial on the Aeite was a place railed 1)ormiindtccttslre,\ wlieic 
Kiiinehurga, (wife of .'\h'ied. King of Northiintherland,) having 
built a sniall monastery, it began to lie first called Kiiniebnrge- 
Caster, and afleiwartl.s, by contraction, Cutter.X Mr. Gougli ob¬ 
serves. 


* Gough’s Cam. Vo!. JI. p. 1S3, and 1G7. 
t Gormundcccasirc. MS. n. Gale. 

1 tioagli’s Cam. Vul. II. p. lie. 
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servos, ‘ the nnnie of Dornford is not much known at present; 
tlioii'rli the coins are railed and the wav Aorwma-GVc, 

(prohalilv corruptions lor Homan,) and llie passage over the river, 
Duit^'oyd h'a'v!/.’* The same writer remarks from Slukcley, tliat 
the ‘ name of Kineburga is jra-serred in Lady Cowy-Biirrow tVaj/, 
wiiicii seems to liave begun alrout Wa’.er Newton, ami to have 
Ireen paved with a sort of cubical brick'^.’t 

Numerous aniiquilii s liave beeii'louiid in the vicinity of (his sta¬ 
tion. Dr. Stukeicy, in a ( ouunuuicalion to (iale, published in Gale’s 
Ixtlers, savs, that when (lie turnpike roaii Iroin Kate’s Cabin to 
A\ahns|i)rd Uiidge, was made along the snle of the city oi' JJuro- 
hrii-n’, tiiey tumcrl up in the cenietary of that jrlaee, many urns, 
of rlitierenl clays and tbrins, willi coins; and several cothus of 
r<ju.d breatlth throughout, of out! stone, well cut, and covered 
with another handsome stone; and also a leaden cotini ot 4t.0ibs. 
vveiitht; all the cotlins had skeletons in tlieni: (>ne ol llieni was a 
female skeleton, with a child in the \\(viiii>/n .v.iV/.- another had 
two neatly'-sha|M'd small iirii.s, one on each siile. Aiiua.g the coina 
was an Antoninus Fins ; a silver Nciva, icverse l./lana.', J'uhUca; 
a siiiall brass Valentinian, reverse Vicioua; and a conseerat.on of 
Const;niline the GreaC ascending to Heaven in a charivil drawn by 
four horses. Another burying-gionud vv;is dug Ihiough, on a dry 
gravelly bill, by htebbington hedges, not liir from the river; 
where the earth of the ustiiim, or Inirning-places, :ij)peiirtd very 
fvlaek, and bits of elianoal, and iniunnerahie fragments ot urns, 
bones, and stones, were scatiered over them to a considerable 
extent. In vligging a diteli at the south eiitrame of the city, the 
foundations ol hewn stone, ami thick iron bar?, ten feet long, as 
of a jvorleuliis, were also found.J 

Some 

* GjUgh’s Cam. Wil. II. p. IvC, from W.nil in lloidiy’s liiit. Uom. 

p. -IJ,’. 

-j- Ibid. p. 183, from her. (.'ur. ^'ol. 11. PI. xiii. 

I C-le's J.aters, p. 133. 
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Some further discoveries were made by the side of the lu'gh 
road near Chesterton in 174+, of which au account was coniniuni* 
cated to tlie Socie ty of Antiquaries by Mr. Manning. Anioiig ilicm 
was a codin, erf a hard yellowish sloi e, sis feel tw;p inches long, 
with a tiat lid, undercut to fit the c othn; within it was an entire 
skeleton, and three glass Lachrymatories, a small black seal, three 
or four pins like ebony or agate, a coin of Faustina, a silver one 
of Gordian, bcMtlcs other defaced coins, and some scraps of white 
wood, inscribed with Kunian and Greek letters. The substance 
of nine or ten other skeletons, were found surrounding the cuthn, 
and all of them only at tlie depth of one fot)l.* 

ALLVVALTON, or Allerton, a small village near Chester¬ 
ton, consisting of about thirty-live houses, is supposed, by Slukc- 
ley, to be a corruption from AUl-nerk-ton; and by Dr. Neve, 
who was Rector of this Parish, and .‘Vrchdeucou of Huntingdon, 
to be derived from the Komun Ad Vailton, Alicalton; or ,ldil- 
violdlune, from Adelwold. Bishop of M’inihcster. In J73I, IMr. 
Gale saw some very high bunks of an ancient low'ii, near Allerton. 
on the east side of the high road, among fields and hedges.! At 
the time of the Domesday Survey, Ha/tuiw was jrosscssed by 
Hugh de Bolebcc. In the following century, the Manor wiw 
granted to the Monks of Peterborough, who retained it till th*' 
Dissolution; after which, in July, 1441, it was given to the Dean 
and Chapter of Peterborough by Henry the Eighth. 

WANDSl'ORD, or W ALMESl'OP.D R.rdgt, romiects this 
county with that of Northampton, the limits of each extending to 
the middle of tire Bridge, which is of stone, and consists of thir- 
teei} arches. A fifw houses Irelougiiig to the Parish of Wandsiord 
are on the Huntingdonshire.sidcof the Nen River; but the Church, 
and principal hiiildings, arc in N'orthaniptonshire. 'I'he faiiions 
‘Drunken Barnaby’ has thus celebrated this place in one of his 
Journeys to the north of England. 

Thence (o ll'aiisjbrih Brigs, a river 
And a wife will live for ever: 


* Gough, fTom Min. of the Ant. Soc. 
! Gough's Cam. Vol. 11. p. IW. 


River 
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River broad ; an old wife jolly. 

Comely, seemly, free from fully : 

Gates and gardens neatly gracious; 

Ports, and parks, and pastures spacious. 

Seeing there, as did become me. 

Written, Lukd have Mercy on me. 

On the portals, 1 departed. 

Lest I shouid have sorer smarted ; 

Tho* from death none may be spared, 

I to die was not prepared. 

On a hay cock sleeping soundly, 

Th’ river rose, and took me roundly 
Down the current: people cried, 

Sleeping down the stream I hy’d, 

‘ff'ltere quoth they, ‘from Greenland?’ 

‘ A'o; from H'ansforth-Brigs, in England.* 

DENTON 




• The original of this passage is as fellows: 

Veni ll'anfftnh-bn^s^ immancm 
Vi<i( amnem, alnum, anum; 

Amncm latum, anum Uutam, 

Comptam# cultam, ca^tam, cautam; 

Fortas, hoitos sptrciosos, 

PortuSy sahus spntiosos. 

Sed scTibentcm digitum Dei 
Spectans * Miserere mci,* 

Atriis, aoguUs, confestimy 
Evitandi cura pestem, 

Fugi; tnori licet natus, 

Nondum moii sum paratus. 

Inde prato peramceni • 

Dormiens tcmulentcr f<rni» 

Kivus surgit ct me capic, 

£t in flumen altc rnpit; 

♦ Quorsum ?’ clamant, ‘ Nuper erro 
A Wausforlb'brtgs in Anglo-tcrra. 

it is somewhat singular that so little is known of the author of' Drun¬ 
ken Bainaby** Journal/ thpugh his v/itty and ingenious Poem has now 
3 ]»cea 
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PENTON was part of the estate of the Cottons of Coutiiiigloii, 
who JukI large possessiofis in this quarter of Huntiiigdonsinre; uiut 
by one of whom, $ir Joint Cotton, the Church was partly rebuilt 
about the yea|.i06’5: in the east window is a Shield of arms, dis- 
jilaying quarterly; first, Cotton; second, Bruce; thiul, Scot; and 
fourth, Earl Wailheof.* 

Denton was tlie birth-place of the fi^oiis anti^uMW Sir Ro ¬ 
bert Cotton, to whom Literature has been so much iudebteil 
for the establishment of that invaluable collection the CoUonian 
Library, now in the British Museum. He was born on the twen¬ 
ty-second of January, 1570; being the fourth sou of Tho^s 

Cotton, 

been in circulaiion upwards ftf a century and a half. It has been said 
that be was a ‘ graduate of Oxford ;* and it is generalty suppt sed ti'.at hi. 
name was//(Oyv'/yfo/j, from the follosving passage in his third Jjunu-y. 

Veni tljorir'^on, boniimomcnl 
Vcie aiTiiins lllu.i iiomeii, 

HairingtfMii* dedi iiuminum, 

Et lortuiiat peii^ surtnituiTi, 

Iiidigcoti ]>oslulanli, 

Bciii'ditlUnicm danti. 

This occurs in his route from Huntingdon towards ‘Sawtry-lane* and ‘(jiiU 
ding,’ where he notices the Cull, go cf the I'crrars. Mow there is no 
such place as Harrington on that road ; the place meant appears to be 
the small village of HuuuncrUm, and by that name if he should be again 
sought for in the Oxford lists, he will probably be found. He seems, 
from various inridenial noiices in his Journal, to have lived in the reigns 
of J^mes the First? and his successor Charles, and to have written hi* 
Poem about the time of the (.hvil Wars, The English version is so very 
inferior to the original Latin Poem, which abounds with wit and humo¬ 
rous satire, that it is hardly possible to imagine it can have been com¬ 
posed by the same person, 

* A Ilarrivgtm was a small coin, town-piece, or tradesman's token, ciirJ 
rent in the early part of the sivmleiath century. ‘ I will not batj^a Harrington 
o’ thesurti.’ Ben Jmtsm, in ‘ Tie Devil’s an Ass.' 


9 * Cotton MS. 
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Cotton, E«j. and Elizabeth, daughter of Francis Sherley, Esq. of 
Stanton, in Lekestersliire. He completed his education at Trinity 
College, CaB\bridge, where he became Bachej^r of Arts;* and 
afterwards returning to his paternal home, passed soipe time there; 
but finding this retirement inconsistent with his pursuits, he went 
to Londop^ jwd was soon admitted a Member of the Society of 
Anti<|uaries, lh|n but recently established. He now begun to 
prosecute the study of totiquities with great zeal, and in 1599* 
or 1600 , accompanied Camden to Carlisle, at which time he col¬ 
lected those Roman monuments from the neighbourhood of the 
Pii ts Wall, that are now preserved at Trinity College. On the 
accession ot James ilie First, he was created a knight; ‘ and dur¬ 
ing this whole reign he was very much courted, admired, and 
esteemed, by the greatest men in the nation; and consulted as an 
oiacle, by the Privy Counsellors, and the rest of the Ministers, 
ii))on every difiicult point relating to our Constitution.’ In 16 O 8 
he svas appointed one of the Commissioners to inquire into the 
stale of the navy; and soon afterwards he begun to direct his 
atienlion “towards the ‘manner and means how the Kings of 
Tngland have, from lime to time, supported and repaired their 
estates;’ for King Janies having prodigally exhausted his treasury, 
new projects, as they were then called, were to be contrived to 
till it up again.” Among the expedients suggested by Sir Robert, 
and otiiers, for this Jiurpose, was tlie cieation of Baronets; one 
of whom he himself became, being the twenty-sixth that was 
created. In the first Parliament of Charles the First he was av 
a Member, and took a very active part in public affairs till the 
year 16'29, when lie was arrested by order of th^ Privy Council, 
'for having in his custody a |)estilent tractate, which he liad fo^ 
tered as his child, and had sent it abroad into divers hands; con¬ 
taining a project how a prbee may make iiimself an absolute ty¬ 
rant.' On this occasion his library and papers were seized by the 
VoL.VlI.Aco.l 80 S. Nn* government; 

* In lit 5 , according to the Biog. Brit, which proflesses to quote the 
College Books} yet this could not be fue, as he was then only five 
yesri old. 
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government; ami though, in tlie course of the proceedings, it ap¬ 
peared that the tract complained of, and whicli bore for its title, 
‘A Projwsitioi) forshis Majesty’s Service, to bridle the Impertinency 
of Pailiameuts,' liad lu'cn actually written by Sir Robert Dudley, 
whilst ill exile at Florence, in the reign of Jamcl tlie First, and 
hud been copied and circulated entirely without the Jftiowlcdge of 
Sir Robert, fay his librariau, yet his collections were ^lili withheld 
from him; and, in a letter wriUen blit a short time before his 
death, it is asserted, that, before he died, ‘ he reijuested Sir Henry 
Spelnian to signify to the Lord Privy Seal, and the rest of the 
l^rds of the Council, that their so long detaining his book?ifroin 
him, withont reudering any reason for the same, Imd heeii the 
cause of his mortal malady.’ He died at Cotton House, West¬ 
minster, on till' sixth of May, 1(»31; and was buried in tlic south 
chancel of Conniiigton Church, near his family seat in this county. 

Besides unnieidus piihlications, and other works yet in manu- 
sciipl, written by Sir Robert, he assisted all tht learned men of 
his time with the nio^t usi'ful coiiiniuuicatious. Speed’s History 
derives great part of its value from his labours, and the coins aiul 
seals ciigruved in it were copied from his collections; as were those 
given in Caiudea’s Briianiiia. He furnished Knolles with im 
ju’irtant documents tor his Turkish History; and aided both Sir 
Waller Raleigh, and Lord Rucon, with the use of books, and 
other materials, Ibr their respective histories. The learned Seldeii 
was greatly indebted to him; and, “in short, this great and worthy 
man was the generous jratron of all lovers of anlhjuitics; and his 
house and library were always oi'cn to ingenious and inquisitive 
P;i?rsoiis. liiererlihle is the service that has been done to learning, 
and especially to the Ipstorv <>f these three kingdoms, by bis se¬ 
curing, as lie did, liis valuable Library for the use and service of 
posterity 

OL.ATTON Cl M HOLME formed the liberty so called, which, 
in the time of Charles the Second, belonged tq Sir John Codon, 

Bart. 

* U'log. Brit„,5(oh lY. p> 300, A more particular account of Sif 
Robert’s library will besom'd under tlie head British Museum, in Vol- 
X- of this Work- 
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Part.* Olatton was afterward* possessed by the CaHelU an4 
Shtrrards; and ante by Mr. Wells, ship-builder at Chatham; whfl| 
built tlic Glutton, of fifty guns, now in the Bfieditcrranean, and 
lately commanded by tlie brave but unfortunate Captsiin S^combe, 
who was ugortaliy wounded on the coast of Calabria in February, 
18US, whikt biding in tlie attempt to recover some Sicilian gun¬ 
boats that %ad been tabeti by the French. In the sixteenth of 
Edward the .Second, Hugh Dcspencer the younger obtained a 
giant ill fee of (ilatton.t According to the returns in ISOl, this 
Parish contained seventy-two bouses; that of Holme, fifty-one. 

dONNINGTON, which became celebrated as tlie seat of the 
Cottons, was anciently, says Camden, ‘ holden of the Honour of 
Huntingdon,’ and there ‘ within a square ditch, are traces of an 
ancient Citstle, tlie seat, as also Saltrcy, by gift of Canute, of 
Tuikill the Dane.’ On his exile in the reign of Edward the Cou- 
fi'.sor, it was granted by the King to Waltheof, afterwards Earl 
ot Nortliuniberiand and Huntingdon, who married Judith, niece 
to William the Conqueror, and whose daughter Maud conveyed 
iier inheritauce in marriage, first, to Simon de St. Liz; and se¬ 
condly, to ‘David, son of Malcolm the First, King of Scotland, 
aiKl tlie holy Margaret his wife, niece to King Edward tlie Con- 
fe'.'or, graiid-rhild to Edmund, surnamed Atlieliiig; by which 
rnariiagc the stein-royali of the Saxons became united with tlie 
blnod-royall of the Scottish Kings, in whose male line that Earl¬ 
dom and this I.ordship contiuued until Isabel!, the daughter and 
heiress of David, Earl of Huntingdon, and brother to Malcolm, 
William, and Alexander, successively Kings of Scotland, brought 
them both, by her mariiage with Robert de Bias,' into that family, 
““hlie gasethis Lotdsbip of Coniiiugton,«with the other large pos¬ 
sessions in England, to her second sMi, Bernard de Bros; and after 
four descents in tiiat stem, they were, by the marriage of Anne, 
daughter and cooheir of Sir John de Bros, with Sir Hugh de W«- 
senham, conveyed into his familv. After three more descents, 
Mary, niece aud heiress of Thomas Ve'esenham, married William, 

N n 2 * secoiM^ 


• Cuttoa MS. 


f Ibid. 


1 Ibid. 
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s^nd son of Sir Richard Cotton, of Ridwarc in StaffiJrdshire, 
frbm whom Sir John Cotton, Bart, is lineally now descended to 
this Lordship of Connington, and hath here, and liereabouts, great 
possessions.’* The Cottons took their surname from Cotton in 
Cheshire; and from ‘ WilKam de Cotton, who lived intJttat county, 
ate derived all the eminent families of that name kf ]<ingland.’-t 
William, who married the heiress of the Weswimms, was slain at 
the battle of St. Albans in 1455; he was great-great-great-grand- 
father to Sir Robert Cotton, who ‘ having collected,’ says Camden, 
‘ the remains of venerable antiquity from all parts, has here formed 
a cabinet, from which he has often with singular kindness furnished 
me light in my dark pursuits.’ Through this descent from the 
Bnises, Sir Robert was relaterl to the blood-royal both of Scotland 
and England; ‘on which account King James was wont to call 
him cousin; and he used frequently to write his own name Robert 
Cotton Bruce.’I 

Sir John Cotton finding the mansion at Connington in a ruinous 
state, and having a superior iwedilection ibr that of Stratton, in 
Bedfordshiie, ‘ took it down, excepting a stone colonnade of the 
front. It was built by Sir Robert Cotton, and stood at the west 
end of the Church fronting the north, but is now succeeded by a 
modem farra-house.’§ On a terrace in the garden were two oc¬ 
tangular stone summer-houses, one of which was fitted up with 
the Homan inscriptions and altars brought from the wall of Seve- 
rus, some of which are now fixed up at Uie foot of the libra ty 
stairs in Trinity College, Cambridge; they having been ^ven to 
that College by Sir John Cotton.|| Connington is now the seat of 
John Heathcote* Esq. late Member of Parliament for Rippon, in 
Yorkshire: the grounds,* thougli not extensive, are pleasant, and 
are watered by a small stream. 

Connington Church is a large and handsome building, consisting 
of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a north and south chattel, 
and an embattled tower at the west end. Here are many monu¬ 
ments, 


• Cotton MS. t f'ifa Cottoni scrip. T. Smiths, p. 1. 

J Ibid. § Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p, 161. ji Ib;d. 
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inents, chiefly of the Cottons; an<f against the north wall the ho- 
Bofaiy inscription, Prince Henry of Scotland, lard of Conninqton, 
Mid Impel utor, Rex Franciee, Anglo-Saxonim, Anglia, Scotia. 
Ainong thp nwnumcnts are four large marble Medallions with 
inscriptions for Sir Robert Cotton; his son Sir Thomas, wlio died 
in 1662; mid his grandson Sir John, and his second wife, both of 
whom deceased in J702. ’ *ftie epitaph on Sir Robert is as follows: 

Robtus Cottonus Mileset Baronettus, Dns htgus 
Marterii de Connington, 

' ■ Antigua et rtobilis Familia Bruceorum ejusd. 

Manerii Donunorum, per parentalem succcsiionem hares; 
iagacissimus Anliquitatum hujus gentis indagator, 

Et conservator notissimus. 

Katus 22 Januarii MDLXX Dentonia ; 

Obit O' die Maii MDCXXI in domo sua 
U'cstmonusUru nsi, 

Et juxta hie conditur expectans liesurrectioncm falicem. 
Communis mundo superest rogus. 

The inscription written by Dr. Smitli for bis sou Sir Thomas, who 
died in May, l(iti2, commences Uius: 

Thomas Cottonus, Buronettus Ilob.filitis, hares, et 
imitator paterna sedulitatis in conquirendis Brittninicarum 
Antiquitatum monumentis H. S. E. Opprersa putriie et Regi 
Caroli I. /idem prastUit. Bibliotbecum incsltmubiltm summo 
studio nec minoribus impensis coiiservavit, locupUtavit, ttpos~ 
teritati erudita dicavit, &c. 

Oil a blue marble slab in the chancel is inscribed, ‘ Under this 
Slone resfeth the body of John Cotton* fourth son of Thomas 
Cotton, Lord of this Manor of Connington: he lived eighty-eight 
years. To his femily he gave tlie manuors of Glatton, Holme. 
Sawtrey, Beawines, Steeple Gidding, and Denton. He deceased 
on New-year*s day. An. Dom. 16'35.’ 

STILTON, a well-knots n village on the high north road, has 
obtained additional celebrity from giving name to a peculiar kind 
ot Cheese, which has not unfrequentlj bfen called the English 

N n 3 * Parmesan, 
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Parmesan. Marsball, in his Remarks on the AgrkullureoHlie Midi- 
laiM Counties, asserts, that, ‘ this clieese was hrst made by a Mrs. 
Paulet, of Wymondham, near Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire, 
who was related to, or intimately acquainted with, .the eelebrated 
Cooper Thornhill, who kept the Bell Inn in this village, and that 
slie supplied his liouse with this new manufacture, which he tie* 
quently sold as high as half-a-crown lb. hence it acquired the 
haine of Stilton cheese from the place of sale.** Thornhill was a 
famous rider, and it is recorded of him, that “ he rode three times 
to London in eleven hours',” and that he won the cup at Kimbol- 
ton with a mare which he took accidentally on the course, aft%r a 
Journey of tw elve miles. He had a com-rick of the value of 8001. 
at Stilton, which, though placed on high stones, was found to have 
the whole inside eaten through by rats and mire, when intended 
lobe threshed. The number of houses in this Parish in 1801, was 
Ill; that of inhabitants, 50^. 

Stilton is thus characterised in the pages of Drunken Barnuby. 

Vent Stilton, lento more, Thence to Stilton slowly paced, 

Sine frunde, sine (lore, U'itli no bloom nor blossom graced j 

Sine prunis, sine ponds. With no plums nor apples stored, 

Uti sentx sioetum s. But baid, like an old man’s forehead; 

Calva tellus, sed benignum Yet with inns so well provided, 

Monstrat viatori signum. Guests are pleas’d when they have try’d it. 

At NORMAN CROSS, near where the road branches ofl' to 
Peterborough, have been built, during the late and present war, 
very extensive Barracks, partly of wood, and partly of brick. 
IHiey were crCcIcd primqrally fer the reception of French prisoners, 
several tliou$ai;ds of whttm are now ceiifined here, and for whom 
k has become the principal inland depot. 1 hey incluile a very 
large area; and ate surrounded by a high wooden pailisade. 

YAXLEY, 

• Some Recount of the process of liiaktng Stilton cheese will be found 
in the general description of Leicesieishire, \'ol. IX. of this Work, 
p. 320—328. 
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A SMA 1 >L but ancient markeWown, called TaketU in the Domes- 
(lay Book^ 'has of late increased in ihiporlaiice, from tiie coiiliguiiy 
of the Barracks at Norman Cross. The marl.et was for a long 
time discontinued, but i)as«of late been revived: it was originally 
granted to the Abbots of Thorney, one of whom, suruanied De 
Yttkeslcy, who died in ISJJl, was a \.ative of this town. The 
Church is a handsome fabric, and jiarticulaily remarkable for its 
well proportioned spire, which is seen at a considerable distance 
on all bides round. The number of houses in this Parish, in 1801, 
was 215; that of inliabitauts, 980’. 

ELTON, formerly Aylion, was the scat ‘ of the famous and 
•iiucient family of the Sajrcolts;' one of whom, Sir Richard .Sap- 
cott, Knt. wasSherifl'of Hnntingrlonshire and Cambridgeshire in 
the ninth of Edward the Fourth. Camden mciilioijs a private 
Chapel here ‘of singular workmanship, and most beautiful (painted) 
glass windows, that was built by Elizabeth Dinlianij widow of 
Baron Fitz-Warhi, who married into llie Saproit family.’ The 
IManor-Hou'C was rebuilt after the Ilesloratron, by tsir Thomas 
I’lohv, Bart, who married a daughter of Sir Thomas Cotton, of 
Conningten, and represented this county in several PailiameiitSv 
Ills Collateral descendant, John Joshua Prohy, K. P. created Earl 
of Carysfort by his present Majesty in 1789, is now owner. A 
curious '/tnrer of the ohi mansion is stdl remaining herei 

SAWTREY All-Saims, SAWIIIEV Judith, and SAW- 
TREl St. Andrews, are all contiguous |»tfrislies, rros-sec^ by 
tl»e high road between one and two njiles soutliwards from Con- 
niiigton. Saictrey All Saiitls, alias Moygm,'* so called fium 

N h4* 

• fn the Cotton MS. i« the following copy of b grant of arms, made 
by ‘ Thomas Urendall to Willum .Vloigne, before tJie reduction of tiie 
Heralds under one regulation.’ A tout cckx que e’estepreseiUe Ltiires 
I'crront ou curont, Thomas Grendale,de Fenton, Cosyn 4* heir « Jo haw 
Beaumeys, jadys de i'uuire, Mui en Dku. Com/ne les Annes 

d'Anetstry 
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aqcient family of that name, contains about seventy houses, and 
450 inhabitants. Sawtrey Judith, corruptly hit, was the site of 
a Cistercian ABsaY, founded by the second Simon de St. l.iz, 
£arl of Huntingdon, about the year 1146, on the land wliich 
had belonged to the Lady Judith, wife to Earl Waltheof. Jt was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and supplied with monks froiu 
Warden Abbey, in Bedfordshire. At the period of the Dissolu¬ 
tion, its revenues suppoi led an Abbot, twelve Monka, end tweiw 
ty-two servants; and were then estimated at the annual tntlue ot' 
14ll. 3s. 8(1, according to Dugdale; or at t99L Us. Sd. accord¬ 
ing to Speed. Henry the Eighth afterwards granted the Abbey, 
and its appurtenances, to his favorite. Sir Richard Cromwell; 
and by this grant tlie Church of All Saints at Fuihotim, in Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, passed as appendant to Sawtrey. Tlte buildings bine 
been long destroyed. Richard Bruce, Lord of Annandale, was 
buried bere; and Henry Saltrey, a writer on Purgatory, was 
either a native or monk of this place.* The number of iiouses in 
this parish in 1801, was thirt\-eight; in that of Sawtrey St. An¬ 
drews, twenty-nine. ‘ Roman urns were found ip Saulrc Field, 
about a mile from the town, in l773-’t 
Sawtrey Beaurntt is thought to have been tli^ birtb-place of 
Beaumais, Bishop of Loudon in the time of Henry the First, 
and surnamed Ruj'us, to distinguish him from his uepbew, who 

was 

d"Ancestry du dit Johan, apres lejour de son morieint, soient par Loi, 
A droit d'Eritage d nioy eichoiets com d son prosehein Heir du s»n 
linage: Sachetz moy lavant dit '1 homos avoir demuef tf grantee per 
y cesles les entitrs avuiit” ditles Ernies, out leurs ajpurtcnante a 
William Moignl, Chivater, queites Atmes e'est a sravoir sont 
d’argent out une crois d'asure, me cingup garbes a'or en le erois. 
A avoir 4r ienir tout ks avaiit diUts Armes, gue kur appurtenantz ait 
dit Monsieur Wiitigm, a cfs hgaes 4r (XSignes a tout jmrs. En 
Tesmoignance ds^gfteUe chose a cestes presentes Litres J ay mis moa 
seolr. Hoang af0utrg If vini sgeemdejour de Hotembre, I'an du Rt^ne 
de ^«y RicharshditcQnde, guimitme. 

• GoughVCam. Vol. 11. p. 161. 

f Ibid, from Spalding Soc. Mig. 
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was aflcrwards Bishop of the same See. lie was appointed the 
first Wj^rden of tlie Marches of Wales, and afterwards Governor 
of tlic wiiole of Salop: be died in January, 1127 ,- 8 . 

UPWOOD, near Ramsey, anciently Upwode, was given by King 
Edgar to Duke-Ailwin,* who passed much time here in the ‘ sports 
of hunting and hawking,’ He also died here in his Hall, or Court, 
which be had previoudy granted, with the Manor, and its appur¬ 
tenances, to the monks of Ramsey. After the Dissolution, the 
Manor became the property of Sir Richard Cromwell, whose 
eldest son and heir. Sir Henry, gave it, with other lands, to his 
third son, Henry Cromwell, Esq. who resided here, and was 
chosen a Member for Huntingdon in the first Parliament of James 
the First. He bcqucatlied it to hu nephew, eldest son of Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, of whom it appears to have been purcliased 
during tlie Protectorate, by Sir Peter Plicsant, Judge of the 
Upper Dench. It has since passed through various hands, by pur¬ 
chase and otherwise, to Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart. Knight of 
the Crescent, and Vice Admiral of the While, who derived it 
from his father. Rear Admiral Sir R. Bickerton, Commander in 
Chief, and Governor of the Dock-yard of PIvniouth. The lat¬ 
ter, who was created a Biironet in 177S, and died of an apoplexy 
in 171 ^ 2 , made conudeiable improvements in UPWOOD HOUSE, 
which also appears to have been altered by the Ciomwells in the 
time of James the Firsl.t The late Admiral was buried in Up- 
wood Church; as was also Sir Petir Phesant, and several of the 
Cromwell family; but the latter have no memorials. The monu- 
pient of Sir Peter, which is placed up against the north wall of 
fhe chancel, is thus inscribed: 

M. S. 


* Hist. Bam. chap. 34. 

+ At Upwood is a Chimney-piece (removed from its situation by tha 
late-Sif' Richard Bickerton) carved with the arms of Henry Cromwell, 
Esq. and his second wife, Margaret, second daughter of Sir 1 homas 
Wynde, Knt. of South-Wotton, Norfolk ; and representations of two 
paked figures, a man and a woman, croivned with laurel, with the 
initials H, c. and c, beneath them. Aoife’s Cr otn, f ol. I.p. 28. 
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M. S. Petri Phesant modo Senioris (bis Solius) J»*- 
tictarii de Banco, Pidate trga Deum,probUate erga Homines, 
Christian! felicis, naiu et moribus veri Generosi, iuris Scieh- 
li4, ^quitaiis conscieniia, jjenitate erga bonns, Severitate in 
malos. Justitia ad omnes, Judicis eximii: inconcuss^ denique 
in Patriam (etiam in Periculis) constamia, propugnaculi fidelis. 

Nec non Murice (ab antiqui Famiiia de Bruges in Comit. 
Giocestrensi ortx) Uxoris ejus, Matrisq. Liberorum Charissi* 
mse. Qux post 40 annos Conjugii et Amoris illeesi, sub hoc 
Capide simul quiescunt, adventum ejus expectantes, qui Ca¬ 
put est Anguli, Lapis excisus e Monte sine Manibus. 

Broughton was the head of the Barony of the Ahhols of 
Ramsey, and had ‘ annexed to it in this shire,.four Knight’s fees.’ 
It was granted to the Abbey by King jEthelred llie Second ; and, 
after Ibe Dissolution, to Sir Ricitard Cromwell, by Henry the 
Eighth : the village contains about fifty thatched cottages. 

RIPTON Abbots, and RIP'I ON Rkgis, or A'oig’s Ripton, 
are two small villages ; the former containing forty houses, the 
latter twenty-one. Ripton Abbots W’as given to Ramsey Abbey 
by Henry llie Secord, in the time of James the First: it was the 
inheritance, with H'erinington adjoining, of Oliver St. John, Earl 
of Bolingbrooke,* 'JoLius Blared, M. D. Suli-almoiicr to Queen 
Elizabeth, and Prebendary of Peterborough, was Rector of this 
Parish, Ripton Regis ‘ is ancient demesne, and the patron of 
the Church is the King.’f 

GREAT AND LITTLE STUKELEY, or Stkw kley, arc two 
neighbouring villages on the high roail from lluiitiiigdon towards 
Stilton ; the formel consisting of sixty houses, the latter of foity- 
seveii. Some lauds here, Uy the name of Stiveck, were given to 
Ramsey Abbey in the Saxon times; but the paramount Manor 
* was granted in lee, by the last David, Earl of Huulingdun, to 
his three servants, .''t. Liz, Lakervilc, and Camoys.’J Sir Ralph 
de Camois died seized of this Manor of Styvckele in the fitth of 
Edward the First: his grandson. Sir Ralph, procured a charter of 
free warren for his demesne here and ebtwhere. The Manor of 

Cainoys, 


• Cotton MS. 


t Ibidi 


{ Ibid. 
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ICamoys. in Great Slukeley, was afterwards purcliased by John 
Slone, Seijeant at Law, of Sir Oliver Chauney, Kiit. who had 
acquired it by his marriage with Frances, daughter and co-heiress 
of Richard Tryte,* Serjeant Stone afterwards bought tlie * im¬ 
propriate parsonage of Sir Oliver Cromwell; atid in the reign of 
Charles the Second, the Manor was still in his family. This place 
gave name to the family of Siivede, one of whom. Sir Nicholas 
de Styvccle, Kut. purchased the subordinate Manor of Pkks'ILEY, 
in this Parish, about tlie time of Pdebard the Second. Several of 
the Slones lie buried in the Church. This was the native place of 
lUciiAKD Bruugiiton, author of the Monasticum Britunnir 
cum.\ 

ALCONBUIIY, says Camden, “ was given by King John to 
David, Earl of Iluntingdou; and John the Scot, his son, be¬ 
stowed it on Sir Stephen Sepave; which 1 the rather mention, as 
he was one of those noblemen that serve as instances of the insta¬ 
bility of power. He reached the sumiuit of his ambition with 
ditFiculty, supported himself there with much trouble, and met 
with a sudden fall. ‘ In his youth, Irom clerk he turned a sol¬ 
dier : though of low birth, l.iy his diligence he acquired so much 
wcaltli and honour, that he was reckoned among the chief men of 
the kingdom, was appointed Justiciary of England, and niaiiage|d 
almost all the ull'airs ot' the nation as he pleased.’ At length he 
quite lost the King’s favor, and lay cancelled till his death in a 
Monastery ; ‘ and thus be, wlio at first, tlirougli pride, renounced 
the priesthood I'or the army, returned to the tonsure he had 
left.”i He was the priucipal conlideiit of Peter de Kupibus, Bi¬ 
shop of Winchester, the great statesman of. the reign of King 
John and HtMiry the Third ; and succeeded Hubert de Burgh in 
his otlicc of Chief Justiciary, when that Judge was dismissed trou 
his employments through the iiidueuce of the Bishop. 

In the I'hmch, says the Colton Maiuisciipt, ‘ the twelve Apos* 
ties, aud the twelve Patriarchs, are poitraycd upon the walls ; 

likuvrise 


Cotton MS. t Gough’s Cam. \\;1. 11, p, l(il. 


J Ibid. p. I5j. 
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likewise the tomb of Qiiccn Elizabeth; and in the chancell, the 
porttaitures of the four Evangelists.’ In the pavement of the nave 
is a slab inscribed to the memory of ‘Aiuhonirta, daughter of 
Bishop Barlowe, and wife to Bishop Wickhamshe died on As- 
cension-day, 1598. Here is likewise an inscription in commemo¬ 
ration of Thomas Wolriche, Esq, and Elizabeth, his wife, daugh¬ 
ter of Sir Richard Wingfield, K. G. ‘ of Stonar Castle, in Kent, 
and Kimbolton Castle, in this county,’ This Parish contains about 
eighty houses, and 500 inhabitants. 

The GidDINGS are three contiguous Parishes, distinguished 
by the names of Great GIDDING, Steeple GIDDING, 
and GIDDING Parva, John de En^aine, who died in the twenty- 
fifth of Edward tlie First, ‘ tenet vnam Camoatam terrer in "Magna 
adding Com. IJnnt. per Serjantiam currendi ad Ltjptim, Vnlpcm, et 
Cattum et amovendi omnem Verminam extra Forestam Dni Regis 
in Comitatu isto.’* In the tinieof Cliarles the Second, this Manor 
belonged to Lewis, Earl of Rockingham. Steeple adding was part 
of the inheritance of tlie Cottons, of w hom Tliomas Cotton, Esq, 
Lord of this Manor, was buried here in April, 1040. Little Gid~ 
ing grew into much notice in the time of Charles the First, through 
being made the retreat of the religious family of the Ferrars, and 
the scend of their severe though pious establishment. 

The Ferrars derived their descent from Walkelinc de Ferrariis, 
who came into England with the Conqueror, and whose descen¬ 
dants branched out into several different counties. One line .set¬ 
tled in Yorkshire, from which sprung Nicholas Ferrar, Esq. a 
merchant adventurer of great repute in the city of London; whose 
tabl^ was frequented by those distinguished seamen, Hawkins, 
Drake, and Raleigh. He married Mary, daughter of Laurence 
Wodenoth, Esq. of the ancient family of that name, who had 
been sealed at Sawngton Hall in Cheshire nearly 500 years. They 
had several children, the fourth of whom was Nicholas, the 
founder of the society at Gidding. He was born on the twenty- 
second of February, 1592, in the Parish of St. Mary Stayning, 

in 


• Pla. Co. 14 Ed. 1. Rot. of Dorso. Hunt. 
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in Marii Lane, London. His mind was early imbued with the prin¬ 
ciples of piety and virtue, by llie conversations and example of 
his pawmts; and being fond of learning, he acquired a very rapid 
kiwwledge of the Latin and Greek languages. In his fourteenth 
year he was'adniilted of Clare Hall, Cambridge; and he after¬ 
wards became Fellow of that Society. In l6’l3, he took the de¬ 
gree of Master of Arts; and in the same year commencerl his tra¬ 
vels on the Continent, where he acrpiirefl a knowledge of Low 
and High Dutch, Italian, French, and Spanish; and studied some 
time at the then famous Universities of Leipsic, in Germany, and 
Padua, in Italy. After passing five years in Holland, Gennany, 
Italy, and Spain, he returned to his nati^e country, and within a 
short time, was, from his acknowledged talents, appointed King’s 
Counsel for the Virginia Plantation, in place of his brother John, 
who was at the same time chosen Deputy Governor of the Virgi¬ 
nia Company. To this office, also, Nicholas succeeded in alxrut 
three years afterwards; hut he held it not long; for the King, 
James the First, instigated by Gondomar, the S|)anish Ambassa¬ 
dor, had the charter of the Company declared ‘ null and void,' 
under a writ of yuo Warranto; and in defiance both of law and 
equity. In the following year, l624, he was elected a Member 
of Parliament; and on the change in the administration of public 
affairs, he was appointed, in conjunction with Lord William Ca- 
vendisii, and Sir Edwyn Sandys, to draw up the charge made 
against the Lord Treasurer Cranfield, Earl of Middlesex, tor tak¬ 
ing bribes, and for other mid-practices in the execution of his 
office. This was one of his last public acts: the seriousness of his 
disposition had long led him to contcmpiati- the advantages of 
religious retirement with a sort of enthusiastic fervour, and he now 
determined to carry his ideas into effect. He therefore purchased 
the Lordship of Little Gidding, “ which he found, with respect 
to privacy of situation, exactly suited to his wislres. It was a* 
Parish that had been for some lime ilepopiilated: nothing was 
left, but one extremely large Mansion-house, going hastily to de¬ 
cay; and a small Church, within .’lirty orforty paces of the house, 
and at Uiat time couverted into a barn,” 'fhe raging of the Plague 
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in London, mine acceloratcdliis preparai ions for vctirempnl; 

and eviTv thing btiiig in order, in tlie same year, liimself, liis 
brotlier .lolm. and liis mother, now seventy-three years of age, 
with her daughter and son-in-law, and their iinincrous family, 
were finally sealed at Ciidding, when', with servants, <!SiC. they 
formed a eoiiiniiiniiy of nearly forty persons. 

Ill Mr. Nicliolas Ferrar was ordainetl Deacon; and the 

Church and Maii.-.iou* liaving been put into complete rejiair, and 
properly furnished, during that and the two following years, he 
completed his esialilishnient. The regularity of the arrangements, 
and the exactness with wliicli the rules were observed, attracted 
inucb of popular attention; ami the coininoii peojde gave the 
name of Protestant Nunnery to this seminary for religious and 
moral instruction; for such it truly was, though founded upon 
principles inconsislnit, jierhaps, with the general concerns of life. 

Among the provisions made for the employment of those hours 
that were not appropriated to religious offices, was the reading, 
in rotation, of certain short histories, characters, and moral essays, 
written by Mr. Ferrar; wlio also, in a curious way, coirtposed se¬ 
veral ‘ Harmonies of tiie Evangelists;’ and translated \'ald€sso’s 
‘ Hundred and Ten Considerations,’ &r. from an Italian copy; 
be also wrote and translated various ether works, all of a pious or 
moral nature, and altogether forming many large voluines.’f 

The 

» ‘llie house being very large, and fontainiug many aparimentj, 
Mr. Ferrar allotted one great room for family devotions; this he called 
the Oratory: adjoining to it were two other convenient rooms; one 
used' as a night oratory for the men, the other a night oratory for the 
women. He also set out a cb«mber and closet for each of his nephews 
and nieces: three more he reserved for the masters whom he had pro¬ 
vided for teaching as well the children of the faiiiily, as those of the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring places. His own lodgings were so con¬ 
trived, that he could conveniently sec that every thing was conducted 
with decency and order. Without doors, he laid out the gardens in a 
beautiful manner, and formed in them many fair walks.* 

It may be remarked as a most singukir cireumstance, and deserr- ' 
ia( furtber investigation, that the list of histories, &c. given in Dr. 

Fcckard’s 
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The fame of tliis institution was at,length so generally spread, 
that in May, l6‘3.‘5, the King himself (Charles the First) stepped 
out of his road, when on his way to Scotland, to make inquiries 
at flidding. He was met by the family at tiie extremity of Uje 
Parish, and, in ‘ the form of their solemn processions,’ conductwl 
to their Church ; and, after examining into all the particulars of 
their puidic and domestic economy, he departed much pleased. 
At his iVIiijcsty’s request also, signified in the following years, 
Mr. Ferrar composed a * Harmony of the Evangelists;’ and ano¬ 
ther of ‘ the two books of the Kings, and the Chronicles,’ lot the 
King’? own use. From this period a sort of friendly acquaintance 
was preserved between the Feirars and the King, wlio visited 
fiidiling several times; the last was daring his secret journey nortli- 
waids, to throw himself under the protection of the Scotch army, 
't his was on tlic second of May, lh'i 6 ’; and though Mr. Nicholas 
Ferrar had then been ilead some scars, ‘ the King, having an en¬ 
tire confidence in the family, made himelf known;' and Mi.Joiiii 
Ferrar coiulucted him, i<.r better conet'a’mitiit, to tlie olrs ure 
hamlet of Coppinford, near Gidding, where Ise slept tl;at night 
in safety, and on the next day went on to Stamford. 

The decease of Mr. N. Ferrar occurred in Decendier, iGS"; 
his mother died at the age of eighty-tliree, two years previously. 
His own da vs weie partly shortened hy the severity of his applica¬ 
tion to reli.;ions observances. ‘ In his latter years, wrapping liim- 
self up ill n loose frieze gown, he slept on a bear's skin upon the 
hoards. He also watched either in the Oratory, or in the Churcli, 
lliree iiigafs a week. His nephew, of the same irnne, w'ho was a 
youth of most extraordinary accoinptishiueiils, 5 U 0 died from tiie 

efiects 

Peckard’s ‘Memoirs of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar,’ from which ihi* sketch 
of his life has been drawn up, perfectly corresponds with the titles 
of the chapf rs in Fullet*s ‘ Holy b ate I’ Nor is there in that work hut 
one character, bearing the title of the Traytoar, which is not in the 
list. The date of the Holy State, the whole credit of which, though 
somewhat covertly too, Dr. Fullrr .asstimes in hit address to the reader, 
is lti43; aad yet Mr. John Ferrar was then alive. 
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effects of a too severe application to his studies, and pious duties, 
vtlien in his twenty-tirst yean He composed several works from the 
Scriptures for the use of Prince Charles; among tlicm was a New 
Testament ‘harmoniously arranged,’ in twenty four different lan¬ 
guages; and he afterwards composed a second, in tssenty six lan¬ 
guages! 'I’o tlie latter was annesed the Lord’s Prayer in sixty 
different tongues. His varied talents determined the King to place 
him at tiie University of Oxford, under his own iniincdiate pro¬ 
tection; but tlie ensuing troubles in the state, and (he premature 
death of the youth, prevented it. He died in May, 1()41. The 
poet Crashaw, who was intimately acquainted with the Ferrars, 
wrote a sepulchral eulogy on his memory. 

During the tempestuous jieriod of the Civil Wars, many false- 
lioods were circulated by puritanical zealots respecting tbe esta¬ 
blishment at Gidding. The unfortunate appellation of Nunnery 
seems to have rendered it more particularly obnoxious; and it 
was at length broken up by one of tbe common events of those 
disastrous times. Some soldiers of the Parliament army resolved 
to plunder it; and the family, having notice of their approach, 
thought it prudent to fly, that they might, as to their persons at 
least, escape the intended violence. ‘ The military zealots, in the 
rage of what they called reformation, ransacked both the Church 
and the Mansion, In doing this, they expressed a particular s|)ite 
against the organ, which they broke into pieces, and making a 
large fire with them, thereat roasted several sheep, which they 
had killed in the grounds. This done, they seized all the plate, 
furniture, and provision, which they could conveniently carry 
away; and in this general devastation, perished those works ot 
Mr.«Nicholas Ferrar which deserved a better fate.’ This outrage 
was committed but a short4ime before the execution of the King. 

In the Church-yard are several memorials of the Ferrars, and 
their alliances: among them is a brass plate, on which is graven, 
on a bend rotliscd, three horse-shoes with nails; the crest, an 
arm holding tf sword, with an inscription for ‘ John Ferrar, Esq. 
l^rd of this Manor, who departed this life the CSlh of Septem- 
2 her. 
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ber, In the 180t, this Parish contained only five 

liouses; and riiat of Steefde Gidding no more than eight. 

At HAMMERTON was an estate of the Bedells, which, by a 
co-heiress, was ^carried in marriage to Sir Francis Compton, Knt. 
who acquired most of the remaining part of the Manor by pnr- 
cl^se, from Sir Thomas Leventborp, Bart, and afterwards soid 
the whole to Erasmus Smith, Esq. of London. Sir John Bedell, 
Knt. who diqd at the age of tlireesenre and seventeen, in April, 
lies buried in the Church, with others of his family. 

LEIGHTON BROMESWOLD was ‘given by Earl Waltheof 
to the Church of Lincoln, which afterwards shared it into two 
prebends: one, the Parsonage impropriate, which still rernaiiietli; 
The otlicr (the Lordship) was resumed by Henry the Eightii, and 
iiy the b^rs of D'Arcy matdied to the Lord Clifton, became the 
seat of his barony. Here Sir Gervas Clifton, Knt. Barou Clifton, 
began to build a goodly bouse, &c. The Church is, for the work¬ 
manship, a costly Mosaic; for the form an exact cross.’* Sir 
Gervase Clifton tiid not live to tiuisii his builuiug; and this Manor 
passed, by his only daughter and heiress, to tlie Dukes of Leuox 
and Richmond; and from tlicin, by a female also, to Richard 
Butler, Earl of Arrau, who, in the twenty-fifth of Charles the 
Second, was created a Barou of England, by tlie title of Lord 
Butler of Weston; that is, Old Westo.n, a small village about 
two miles north-westward from Leighton. 

KESTON, or Keystone, was “ given, by Henry the Second, 
to Sancto (alibi Saliaco) de Quiucy, Earl of Winchester, by whose 
heir geuerall, Ferrars, it came to the Earl of Essex, and by ex¬ 
change to the Crowue. Edm. 1-ord Ferrars of Chatley, in Stafc 
died 14th Hen. VI; and was buried aj Keston. This goodly 
manor did belong to Robert, Earl of Essex, in the reign of Queen 
Eliz. Edward, Earl of Manchester, hath a third part of the Ldp, 
worth about lOOOi, per an. Keston Parsonage is worth about 
2501. per an, to the parsoa,’’t 

VH, Auo. 1808. O o * GREAT 


• Cotton MS. 


+ Ibid. 



5jS* 


HUNTINGDONSHIBB. 


GREAT CATWORTH, which contains about eighty houses, 
aiul 400 iuhabitaiits, was the birth-place of Sib Wolston 
Dixie:, Lord Mayor of Loudon in 1585. He was a considera¬ 
ble benefactor to EinuiiuclCollege, Cambridge; apd ‘erected ami 
endowed a Free-Scliool at Bosworth, in Leicestershire, where his 
family dourisiieth in a worsliipful estate.’* 

SPALDWICK was “given, by Henry the First, to the Church 
of Lincoln, for ever, for amends of a loss when he erected llie 
Bisliopric of Ely, taken out of the Diocese of Lincoln. Spuldwick 
cum suca (viz. Stow, Barham, EastonJ Curia Visus Fr. plcc;. 
cum curia Baronis, Dmz nostrm Elizah. anno Regni 4'i. tent, 
per Rohtum Paige l)cput GervasU Clifton Milit, Scnescallumibm."i 

KIMBOLTOX. 

‘ The: east side of this county,' says Camden, ‘ is adorned w ith 
the Castle of KiNNiBANTVM, now Kimbolton, anciently (lie 
seat of the Magmvilles; afterwards of the Bokuns and Stajf'ords: 
and now of the Wingfelds.’l Sir' Richard Wingfield, K. (>. 
twelfth son of Sir John Wingfield, of Lethcringhani, hi Siidulk, 
Knt. and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, married, first, 
Katherine, daughter of Richard, Earl Rivers, and widow of 
Henry Staftbrd, Duke of Buckingham, after whose attainder, he 
obtained a grant of Kimbolton Castle and Lordship from Henry 
the Eighth, with whom he was highly in favor. He dying whilst 
Emlassador in Si'aiii, was buried at Toledo; and his son, hir 
Janies, sold Kimbolton to Sir Henry Montagu, afterwards first 
E^rl of Manchester, whose lineal descendant, the present Duke 
of Manchester, is now owner. 

The Montagues claim a descent from the illustrious family ol 
that name, who were Barons from the time of the Conquest, and 
were anciently Eurh of Saiisburp ; yet there is snflicient reason to 
suppose, that, if they really are descended from that noble stem, 

it 

• Cotton MS. f Ibid, 

i Gough’s Cam. \’ol. 11. p. Ii5. 
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It is from s>n iilpgifimate branch; and tliat James IMoofacute, 
natural son of the last Earl of Salisbury, who lies buried at Lud- 
desdown, in Kent, was the actual progeiiitorof the present family: 
the bordurO round their arms may be adduced in supjrort of the 
coiijecfure. 

(h'/r Edward Monta^fi, the immediate ancestor of the Earls and 
Dukes of Mancliesfer, was the youngest sou of Thontas Montagu, 
{tent, who lies buried at Hemingfon, in Northamptonshire. He 
was born at Brigstock, in that county, and “ being entered in 
tile Middle Temple, became such a proficient in the study of the 
laws, that, in the lOth of Henry the Eiglith, he was chosen Aii- 
tuiim Reader of that Society, to w'liicli none hut persons of great 
learning wore then elected. He W'as also of such authority and 
account, credit and coimtcnancc, in the House of Commons, of 
wliicli lie was Speaker, that a bill for subsidies not passing, lie W'as 
'eiit for to his Majesty, who said to him, ‘ Ho! will they not let 
my bill pass?’ And laying bis hand on the bead of Montagu, 
(kneeling before him,) said, ‘ fiet iny bill to pass by sucli a time 
to-morrow, or else by such a rime this bead of yours shall be off.’ 
Sir Edward, considering the danger wherein he stood in regard of 
the displeasure of such an impetuous Prince, wrought so effectually, 
that, Imfore the time prescribed, the bill passed with the appro¬ 
bation of tlie House, and to his Sovereign’s satisfaction. In the 
twenty-third of Henry the Eighth, he was called to the degree ot 
Serjeant ut law, and, with others then elected, kcjrt such a mag¬ 
nificent feast at Ely Mouse, in Loudon, for five days, that it 
wanted little of a feast at a coronation; the King and Queen, and 
llie whole court, honouring them with their coinpaiiy. In thft 
tweiity-iiinth of Henry the Eighth, he w;» constituted the King’s 
Serjeant at Law, and liad the honour of knighthood confened on 
him the year following, and was advanced to the otlice of Lord 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench. In 154-5, be resigned that 
otlice, and was constituted Lord Chief Justice ot the Common 
Pleas; a transition which Fuller calls a ‘ descent in lionour, but 
an ascent in profit,’ He was also of the Privy Council, and in 
such high favour, and esteem with liis Sovereign, Henry the Eighth, 

O o • that 
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tliat he appointed him one of those sixteen executors of his last 
* will and testament, who should also be regents of the kingdom, 
and governors to Edward the Sixth, his son.”* In 1547, he was 
one of the Commissions of Claims at the young King's Coronation. 
On the accession of Queen Mary, he was dismissed from liis office 
of Judge, and imprisoned in the Tower, for his concern in 7 lie 
settlement of the Crown upon the Lady Jane Grey. He died in 
February, 1556-7, and was succeeded by his eldest son Edward, 
who was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 1567; and died in Ja¬ 
nuary, 1601 - 2 . 

His successor was his third surviving son, Henry, the purchaser 
of Kimbolton, who, like his grandfather, was bred to the law in 
the IVliddle Teniple, and became one of its chief luminaries. After 
various promotions, he was advanced to the dignity of Lord High 
Treasurer by James the First, at Newmarket, in December, 1620 : 
and about a fortnight afterwards, he was created a Baron, by the 
title of Lord Montagu of Kimbolton, and Viscount Mandeville; 
‘ those titles being chosen by him, because he was then in posses¬ 
sion of the Castle and Lordship of Kimbolton, which many ages 
before had belonged to the family of Mandeville.* In Febrnarv, 
10'26', he was advanced to the dignity of Earl of Manchester, after 
a temporary disgrace, tbrongh losing the favor of the Duke of 
Buckingham. Clarendon says, “ he was a man of great industry 
and sagacity in business, which he delighted in exceedingly; and 
preserved so great a vigour of mind even to his death, when he 
was very near eighty years of age, that some who had known him 
in his younger years, did Iteliiwe him to have much quicker parts 
Jn his age than* before: ’ he died in Novcpibcr, 1642 . 

Eowaki), Ids cldcsfc son by his first wite, Catherine, daughter 
ot Sir V iUiaiii Spencer, succeeded to his titles and estates. This 
was the celebrated Tailiameiiiary Ciciieral. It is probable that he 
was born at Kimbolton Castle, as Collins mentions his being# 
coimtrynian ot Cromwell's. He was educated at Sidney Colle^, 

' ambridge, where be took the degree of Master of Arts. At the 
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Coronation of Cliarles the First, he was made a Knight of the 
Hath; and he afterwards represcntetl Huntingdonshire in four Par¬ 
liaments, till he was called hy writ to the House of Peers, as Ba¬ 
ron of KimlNlllOn, his father being then living. In l6‘40 he was 
one of the!CJ<^iiissitM)ers appointed to treat with the Scots at 
Rijjpon, and hCtiow became extremely popular, from his endea¬ 
vours to sujf^rt the sinking liberties of his country. In the fol¬ 
lowing year,"Huiongh the fatal counsel of the Queen, and the 
Lord Digby, the King had him accused of High Treason, toge¬ 
ther with five leading Members of the House of Commons. This 
act tended greatly to exasperate the nation; and when the plots 
and divisions ot both parties had caused them to appeal to arms, 
the Lord kind)oltou, engaging in the service of the ‘ Parliament, 
had the corninaud of a regiment in the battle of Edge Htll, Octo¬ 
ber the twenty-lbird, l64‘2; and on November the seventh fol¬ 
lowing, succeeded his father as Earl of Manchester^ In June, 
J6-13, he and tlie Earl of Bolinghroke were the two Lords who, 
with four Coiiimoners, bad the authority of Keeper of the Great 
Seal; and having, by Ills conduct and courage, gained the reputa?- 
tion of an experienced officer, he had committed to him, the salnc 
year, the charge of the associated comities of Essex, Hertford, 
Cambridge, Norfolk, Suffolk, Hmilingdon, and Liucohi, with 
power to levy money out of the scciucstered estates in the said 
counties, towards payment of liis aruiy. His Lordship was no 
sooner entered on his coinniatid, but be forced the town of Lynn, 
in Norfolk, to surrender to the Parliament; and defeated the Earl 
of Newcastle’s army at Horn Castle, in Lincolnshire, on October 
the eleventh, killing ,500 on tire sjiot, and taking 800 prisonei>, 
1500 horse, and thirty-five colours. In April, 16'44, be was Or¬ 
dered with 4000 horse, and 5000 foot^ to attend the motions of 
Pritree Ku])ert; and in May following he took tire city of Lincoln 
^y storm;’ the particulars of which enterprise may be found ia 
Hush worth,* 

O o 3 * Soon 


• Vide Hist. Coll. Vol. V. p. e?0,-21. 



562* 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


Soon aficnvanls lie marched to the leaguer liefarc York; and ir 
j the battle of Marslon Moor, July the third, the victory was prin-, 
cipally gained by the horse commanded by himself, and Cronir 
svell. After some other successes, be fought the battle pf New^ 
bury, October the twenty-seveiitli; but having clissatisficd the Par¬ 
liament by not pursuing his advantages, hud a charge having been 
exhibited against iiim by Cromwell, he was at last * removed from 
all trust,’ ‘ for no otlier reason,' says Clarendon, who has drawn 
his character with all the minute touches of his |)en, ‘ but liccausc 
he was not wicked enough.’—“ It was some evidence," remarkstlie 
same noble historian, “ that God Almighty saw his heart was not 
so malicious as the rest, that he preserved him to the end of the 
confusion; when he appeared as glad of the King’s restoration, 
as lie had heartily wished it long before ; and very few, wbobail a 
hantl in fbe contrivance of tlie rebellion, gave so manifest tokens 
of repentance as he did : and having for many years undergone 
the jealousy and hatred of Cromwell, as one who abominated the 
murder of the King, and all the barbarous proceedings against the 
lives of men in cold filood, the King, u|)ou Lis return, receiveil 
liini into grace and I’avor, wliicli he never after forfeiicd by any 
uiidutiful hehaviour.” The Earl, indeed, had been particulaiiy 
instnimental in promoting the Restoration; and when the Parlia¬ 
ment met in April, Ihb'O, he w as called to the Chair of the House 
of Peers. In the same month he was made a Knight of the 
Garter; and he had also various other dignities conferred ujxm 
him. He died suddenly at Whitehall, in May, 1 O'?], in his sixty- 
ninth year, and was buried at Kilnbolton, as his lather bad like¬ 
wise been : be w,as live times inanied. 

Robari, bis eldest son, by bis linst wife, Susannah, daughter of 
John Hill, Esq. of Ilonily, in Warwickshire, succeeded hipi. He 
had been one of the six Lords, Members of the House of Com¬ 
mons, deputed to wait on Prince Charles at the Hague, and in¬ 
vite him ‘ to return to tiie government of the kingdom.’ 
died at Montpelier, in France, in May, ]0'82; but was brought 
to England, and interred near his father at Kimholtoii. Charles, 
his eldest surviving son, fourth Earl, and first Duk^, of Mauches' 

2 ter, 
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(tr, ‘ liad all the advantages of education, both at flie University 
of Cambridge, and abroad; and, being early distinguished fur a 
manly behaviour, and polite address, was appointed carver to tlu 
Queen at the Coronation of James the Second.’ Not approving 
however, of the measures of that reign, he retired from Court 
and, at the Revolution; secured Huntingdonshire for the Princ< 
c)t Orange, by raising a body of horse, whilst the Prince wai 
landing. He assisted at tlie Coronation of King William; and, ir 
1650 , accompanied him to Ireland, where he was present at the 
battle of the Boyne, and at the siege of Limerick. In he 
was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary to the Republic at Ve¬ 
nice ; and three years afterwards was sent in the same situation to 
Louis the Fourtecntli of France. In \707 he was again sent on 
an extraordinary Embassy to Venice ; but had no further employ¬ 
ment tluring the reign of Queen Anne. On the accession of 
tjeorge the First, he was made one of the gentlemen of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s bed-clmmber; and finally, in consideration of his great ser¬ 
vices, was created Duke of Manchester in April, \7^9^ He died 
in January, 1721,-2, and xvas buried with his predecessors, and 
wife, in the family vault at Kiinbolton. His Ciracc married Do- 
dington, youngest daughter and co-heiress of Robert Grevile, 
Lord Brook, by whom he had several daughters, and two sons, 
W'Hliam and Robert, successively Dukes of Manchester. 

William, second Duke, was born in France in 1700, during his 
father’s Embassy. He bore the Golden Spurs for the Earl of 
Essex, at the Coronation of George tlic Second; and in 1737 
was constituted Captain of the Yeomen of tlie Guard. He died 
(sine proleJ at Bath, in October, 1739; and was succeeded by 
bis brother Habert, who was Vice Chambeilaiii both to Queen 
Caroline, and her present Majesty. Ht died iu May, 1702 ; and 
was succeeded by George, his eldest sou, by Harriot, daughter 
and co-hj»ress of Edmund Dmich, Esq. of Liblo Witicnham, in 
Berkshire. He was a Lord of the Bedchamber, and Master of 
llie Horse, to our present Spvereign. Op bis decease, in Septem¬ 
ber, 1788, William, his eldest surviving son, by Elirabeth, daugh¬ 
ter of Sir James Dashwood, Bart, of OxIbriJshirc, succeeded 10 
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the fkXiuil} honors and possessions. His Grace, who is the iltUi 
and present Duke of Manchester, was born in October, i771: 

in October, 1793, married tlie Lady Susan Gordon, a daugh¬ 
ter of the Duke of Gordon, by whom be Iras several sons and 
daughters. About the commencement of the present year (1808) 
he was apjrointed Governor of Jamaica, where he is now resident. 

Kimbolton Castle, the scat of the Earls and Dukes 'of 
Manchester, is of unknown, but very remote, origin. “ The 
Castle,” says Leland, “ is double diked, and the building of it 
metely strong; it longed to the Muudevilles, Erles of Essex.— 
Sir Richard Wiugfelii built new fair lodgyns and galleries upon 
the old tbiindatiou of the Castle. There is a ploltc now dene 
desolated, not a mile by west from Kimbolton, called Castle 
Hill, where appear ditches and tokens of old buildings.”* This 
Castle was the Jointure, and became tire retirement, of Queen Ca¬ 
therine, after her divorce tfom Henry the Eighth, llemy, first 
Earl of Mancljcster, expended large sums in making it a comfort¬ 
able residence; and I’obeit, his grandson, the third Earl, made 
further and' very considerable alterations, and many additions. 

In Kimbolton Church luany of the Montagues lie buried, and 
various memorials have been erected to their memory. The costly 
monument ot Henby, first Earl of Manchester, on which is hi* 
etligies, is thus iusciihed; he died November the seventh, lb'42. 

Here lyeih Sir Henry Montagu, Knt. Lord Kimbolton, 
Viicouni Mandeville, I'larl of Manchester, who in his younger 
years protessed the Common Law, was rliosen Recorder of 
Londen, and afterwards made the King’s Serjeant at Law, 
thence Chiefdusiice of England, afterwards Lord High Trea¬ 
surer of England,' then Lord President of the King’s Most 
Hor.W' Privy Counsell, and dyed Lord Privy Seale. 

Ambfig the other monuments are those of Essex, daughter to 
Sir ntOtoasf^Chceke, of Pergo, in Essex, and Anne, Lady Maii- 
tdeVille, daughter to Robt rl, Earl of WarB'kk, two of the five 

wives 
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wives of Edward, second Earl of Manchester: the former died 
in September, l65S; tbe latter in Februar 3 ', i6'41. Here also is 
an inscribed slab for tbe * Lady Essex, daughter of Robert Rich;; ' 
tbe first Earl of Warwick of that faiiiilie, and wife to Sir Thomas 
Checke, of Pei^o.’ The town of Kimboltoo is but small, and pre¬ 
sents no other objects of particular import. The number of bouses 
ih ISOl, was 252 ; that of inhabitants 126'6'; tbe number of the 
males and females were then equaL 

At STONLEY, a short distance south-eastward from KimboL 
ton, was a small Pkiory of Austin Canons, founded, according 
to Leland, by William Mandeville, Earl of Essex, about 1180, 
and dedicated to tbe Blessed Virgin. Here, at the time of tbe 
suppression of the Lesser Houses, were seven canons, whose reve¬ 
nues were valued at t)2l. 12s. 3^-d. Tbe site of the Priory was 
granted to Oliver Leder, who, says Leland, ‘ had a pretty house 
bard by tbo Church at Stoughton, and prelie commodities about 
it.’* 

The Manor of GREAT STOUGHTON, with other consider¬ 
able estates; became the projierty of the Knightly family of Wan¬ 
ton, by marriage with tlie heir-general of Sir Adam de Cretings, 
who distiiiguisbcd liinistlf in Edward the Third’s wars in France, 
and dwelt here at Crctingsbuiy. John de Wauton, or Wawelon, 
was a Knight of the shire for Huntingdon in several Parliaments 
during the reign of the above King, and in that of his successor, 
Ricliard the Second. His descendant, Sir George Wauton, who 
was knighted by James the First in 1()04, held this Manor ot the 
Bisliop of Lincohi, as subordinate to hb Manor of Buckdeii, by 
the fourth part of a Knight’s fee. Between tliis genileuian and 
Sir Oliver Cromwell, uncle to the Protector, there was a particu¬ 
lar friendship, which most probably Irtl to the marriage of Valcn- 
tine IVatiton, E>q. his relation, and successor in this Manor, with 
Margaret, sisicr to tlie Protector Oliver. An alliance of this 
kind was well calculated to secure a zealous co-operation whore 
the principles of action were similar; and we accordingly find dial 

Valciiliiic 
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Valentine strenuously assisted his brother-in-law m forwarding the 
designs of the Parliament; and it was in a great measure through 
bis aid, that Cromwell intercepted the University Plate when sent 
from Cambridge for the King's use. “ lie was of the strictest 
republican principles. His name occum in almost every public 
and private sitting of the Commissioners of the High Court of 
Justice, erected for trying the King; and his lumd is also to tU^ 
warrant of his execution. This, with his relationship to Crom¬ 
well, procured him many places of consequence, wbkh bis abi¬ 
lities and services in the cause deserved. He was one of tlie 
Council of State in Ibe years l6'5Q, Itidl, and l6'52 ; and Gover¬ 
nor of King’s Lynn, and Cioyland, with all the Level of Ely, 
Holland, and Marshland.’ * He was greatly dissatisfied at Oliver’s 
assumption of the Protectorate, and lived in retirement and 
neglect, till the ascendancy of the PaiUameut, after the deposi¬ 
tion of the feeble Richard, brought him from his retreat, and he 
was nominated one of the seven Commissioners for governing the 
Forces in October, In February, ifibo, ‘he was joined with 

General Monk, and three others, for governing tlie and he 

was also a|ipointed one of tlie twenty-one Commissioners for ma¬ 
naging the aflkirs of the Admiralty and Navy.’ Shortly at'lcr- 
nards, |K’rceiviiig that Monk's design was to restore the Monar¬ 
chy, he retired to the Continent, ‘ where he lived in great privacy 
in Flanders, or the Low Countries, under a borrowed name, and 
iu the disguise of a gardener ; and he died there in the tbllowing 
year.’t His estates were seiaed by the Crown; and (ireat Stough¬ 
ton was afterwards granted to the £arJ of Maucliester. 

Tile Church is a venerable fabric, consisting of a nave, chancel, 
and aisles, with an embattled tower on the west. At the east end 
of the south aisle is a cOstly uouuiuont, now partly mutilated, 
erected by Sir Oliver Cromwell, K. B. to the niemoiy of Ins 
friend Sir (iM.Qif.aE Walton, who died at the age of seventy- 
two in and is reprei^uUd iu armour lying upon a high 

table, sufqiorted by two male figures, standing upon elevated pe¬ 
destals. Among the other memorials, in the cliaiicel arc in¬ 
scribed 
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scrlhcH slabs for John Bnldivin, Esq. one of the Coimnittcc-nien 
for Iluntingiloii in 1()47, who died in l657 : and /hma, his »vife,. 
d.iiigidcr to Sir Oliver Cromwell by his second wife: and against 
the north wall is a monument of the Deyers, Knights, of whom 
Sir James Deycr, some time Cliief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
who <lied in March, 15SC, and Sir Richard Dryer, who died in 
l)cceinber, 1605, lie buried here with their res^tive ladtes. 
ffreat Stoughtou forms a considemblc village: the number of 
houses in I60l, was 173; that of the inliabilants S50. In this 
I*arish is Gains Hall, a scat and manor anciently belonging to 
the Abbots of Ramsey, and since to the knightly families of l.ake 
and Beverley: it is now the property and residence of J. Duberley, 
Esq. Another Seat in this Parish belongs to Earl Ludlow, of 
whose family was the celebrated Republican General of that name. 

At H.MLWESTON, says Camden, “ a very small village, are 
two lillie Sprint's, one of freshwater, the other somewhat salt: 
the latter is reckoned, by the neighbours, good against itch and 
leprosy; tl^ fonner against dimness of sight.” HailwesVou now 
contains about sixtv houses. 

ST. NEOT’S 

Is a considerable town, pleasantly situated on the banks of the 
Ouse River, and connected with the village of EynesbL'RY, or 
Aynsbttry, by a handsome stone Bridge of several arches, two of 
which are of more than ordinary span. The river is here pretty 
wide, and gently meandering through the meadows, forms, in 
combination with the surroumling objects, sryiie very beautiful 
scenes. In Leland’s time tlie Bridge was of timber. * 

‘ St. Neot’s,’ says Camden, ‘ commonly called St. Need’s, had 
its nasne from Neot, a learned and holy man, who spent his w hole 
life in profKigiiting tlie Christian Religion, and whose body was . 
translated hither from Neotstock, in Corinvall; and in honor ot 
him Alfric turned the Palace of Kiirl Elfiid info a Monastery, 
whicli, after the Norman Invasion, was enriched with many fiiir 
possessions by Dame Iluisia, wile to Richard, Loril of Clare ; be¬ 
fore 
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fore this, the place was called Amulphsburt/, from Atnulpb, aiisv 
ther hoi^ man, which name still remains in a part of it.’ 

It would seem, from tlic Ramsey History, that this account is 
not entirely correct, as at the second dedication of the Church at 
Ramsey, about 992,* tlie Monastery, ‘ which is now called St. 
Neofs,' says the historian, was then named, ‘ Enoljesbury and 
it at that time had ‘ Earl Ailwyn for its long-accounted patron and 
guardian.’ According to the inscribed tablet at St. Neot’s, in 
Cornwalljt St. Neot himself resided at Ainsbury after the Danish 
incursions liad obliged him to dy from Oxford, and before he 
sought refuge in that distant country. Whatever of his remains 
were subsequently interred here, were afterwards removed to 
Croyland. Soon aRer the Conquest, the Monks, who were of tlie 
Benedictine Order, were expelled by Gilbert de Clare; but the 
Monastery was restored, and granted, with the Manor, to the 
Abbey of Bee, in Normandy, by the Lady Uoisia, wife to 
Richard, the Earl’s son, about the year 1113. Duiiug the wars 
with France, it was seized, with the other alien houses ^ but being 
made ‘ prioratus indigena,’ it continued till the Dissolution in the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, wlien its annual tevrmics were esti¬ 
mated at 2561. Is. 3^d. according to Speed ; or 2101. 11s. 4d. as 
Dugdalc. The site and appurtenances of the Priory were aftcr- 
w'ards granted to Sir Richard Cromwell, Knt. and now belong 
to the Earl of Sandwich. The remains of the Priory buildings, 
which stood near the present Church, are very incousiderdble. 

'The Church is the noblest building of the kind in the whole 
county: the architecture is of the more beautiful style of Henry 
the Seventh’s time; and it appears to have been built about 1507. 
Its plan is perfectly regular, and consists of a nave, aisles, and 
chancel, with a finely proportioned and ornamented tower, 150 
feet high, at the west end. Tlie interior is very neat; and it is 
provided with a good organ, first put up about the year 1750. 

In 


* See under Ramiej, p. 516,-17. 
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, been given in \'ol. IL p. 360—05. 
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111 a chapel here, called Jesus Chapel, that was laid ojien to the 
Chiircli about tlie same time, were the remains of a monument 
said to have once contained the relics of St. Neot; a regal crown 
sculptured in stone, liclonging to it, is still preserved. The win¬ 
dows arc large, and elegant; they were formerly highly adorned 
|With stained glass, and some fragments of drajieries yet remain. 

St. Neot’s consists of a large market-place, and several streets, 
and lias a lively and respectable appearance. The inhabitants, in 
1801, amounted to 17.52, of whom 79* were males, and ').5t< 
females; the number of houses was 370: most of the building* 
are of brick. At this town the Earl of Holhmd, with other no¬ 
blemen who liad taken up arms agjiinst the Parliament, were de¬ 
feated in July Ib'lS : the Earl was afterwards made prisoiKtr at St. 
Ives. In the Cotton Manuscript, tlie following persons are re- 
couled as being natives of this town. Hugh, of St. A'rtrf’s, a 
Carmelite Friar at Hitchin, made a Doctor at Cambridge; Sir 
ItoBKRT Duope, Loixl Mayor of London, J4i4 ; Sir John 
liEDNF.Y,^ Knt. Drain r, Lord Mayor of London in 1427, and 
14H ; Franc?!s WariE, Bishop, first of Carlisle, then ofNot- 
wich, and last o1 F.ly ; and his brother, the Rev. John Win i E, 
Chaplain to King James in Ordinary, who died in iO'lo. 

KYNESBURY Manor is now the property of the Earl of Sand¬ 
wich. The Church, and its tower, slaiui separiile ; tiie latter is ou 
the south-east side. In the chancel, by the north wail, ‘ is a stone 
tonibc, or cotlin of stone, in which, as said, Saar de Quiucy was 
buryed.’ In the Register of this Parish is the following copy of a 
license granted to 'Rate Flcslit’ between the years 1656’ and 1568. 
“ Whereas by a Statute made m the 5tli yare of tlie Queue’.' 
Majestyes Raygue, that now is called the StatiUc of NuT^gaciov, 
yt is gniuiitcd, that Persons notoryouslye stjcke maye be Ij censed 
by the Parson of the Paryslie where the Parlyes dwell, to enjo) 
the Benetyt of eatynge cf Fieshe ou the Dales prohybytod by tlie, 
saide Statute, for the recovervnge of Ibeyre Healthe; (yf jt 
pleasith Cod;) Let \t be knowiie to the sceie hereof, that Jhon 
Burioii, of the Paryshe of Eyiicsburyc iu the Couiitye of Hunting¬ 
don, being verve sycke, ys lycensyd to eatc FUshe for the Tyme 
I his 
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his svcknes, feoo that he cnjoyeiris|e the Beriefirtt hf the tyeeticf; 
bis sycknes cootynewinge 8 dayes, do cause the same to be reges- 
tcred into the Regester Booke in the saiins Paryshe, accordyiige to 
the tenor of Statute in that bcbalfe; & this Lycence no longer to 
indurc than his syckues doth laste: by me Wyllyam Samuell, 
Paisoii of Eytisburye/’ 

EVERTON CUM Tetwortm, a small detached Parish at tiic 
southern extremity of this county, and w holly insulated by Beih 
fordshire, was the birth-place of Silvester de Everton, Bi¬ 
shop of Carlisle, who died in 1254-; and also of the famous 
John, Lord Tiptoft, created Earl of Worrestcr by Henry the 
Sixth. In the Church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a mo¬ 
nument tor “ Sir HuMPriHliT Winche, alias De la Winche, 
Knt. who, in the 4lh. year of King James, A". Dai, ItiOt), was 
sent by him to serve in Ireland, as Chief Baron and Counsellor of 
State tor that kingdom ; from whence recalled, he served his Ma¬ 
jesty as one of his Justices of his Court of Common Pleas, ^c. 
until an a|ioplexy seized on him in his robes the 4fli. day of Fe¬ 
bruary, l6‘^4, in the seventy-first year of his age, wliereof about 
twenty-four hours after he died in Chanrerv-lane, I.ondon; whose 
corps iuibalmed was buried here below," &c. Sir iiuiiiphrey was 
Lord of the Manor of Everton. 

W.AKESI-.EV was an estate and seat of the Ikiviii.t, Baronets, 
who pniTliased it of the Marches, in the time of Charles the First. 
In the Church are memorials for both tamilies; among them, 
those of “ Thomas Makshe, Esq. of Stanmore, ro. Middlesex, 
svhere he was buried at the age of fifty-nine, anno 15S7 ; and 
seven years afterwards his bones were taken up, and removed hi¬ 
ther : he was Ckrk of Councell of the Star Chamber tor the spact 
of twenty years together,” &c. and Sir John Hewitt, Bart, who died 
in 1657, and Catherine, his wife, daughter to Sir llicimrd Bcvill, 
K. B. of Chesterton; she died in February, l6’38: their * por¬ 
traitures' are represented kneeling upon cushions; and beneath 
them, Ihbse of their five sons, and two daughters. Waresley con¬ 
sists of about forty houses. 
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great fiR ANSDEX was, in the reign of Henry the Sixth, 
tlic property of John Fitz-Alaii, Earl of Arundel. In the time of 
diaries the First, .Sir Charles Cassar, Knt. Master of the Piolls, 
had a iManor here: he also fiossessed the Manors of TO.SELAND 
and A'ELLING; and, when on his death-lied, he onlered them to 
l^e given to his sons hy a iiuncniiative Will, two days before his 
decease, wliich h:ip))eiied on December the si.sth, l6'tx’.* The fol¬ 
lowing extract is given I'roin an attested copy of the Wiil.f “ I 
have now gotten the Small Po.te after 1 am tliree-and-fiftie yeares 
of age, thougli I had them heretofore in my youir'er days; but i 
tlianke God 1 am reasonable Aell; yet if I growe worse, if you bee 
not afraid to come to me, 1 will send to you to make my will m 
writinge:” and then further said thesAvords; As I have often 
ilcclarcd that my sonne Henry should haie all my lands att Tuse- 
land, soe it is my will still; and I doc will that all those lands, 
and ail iny lands in Yellint', 1 ineane both the A ellings, shall be 
for llenrie and his heires ; and that all my lands in Gransden shall 
bee to my sonne Charles and his heires; and for my lands in Ben- 
in- 2 .ton, and I.incolncshire, I have alreadie settled them on niy 
■sonne Julius. The lands att Toseland and 'i"elliiig are worth fower 
hundred and tiftie pouinls a yeare ; and (transden is worth about 
two hundred pounds a yeare, which will be somewhat for younger 
brothers.” The Small-pox was particularly fatal to the Ciesar fa¬ 
mily; the Julius mentioned above, died of it a few days only after 
his father. In ISOl, the number of bouses iu Great Gransdeii 
I’arish was eigbty-tivc ; in that of Toseland, twenty ; and in that 
of Yelling, lifty-one. 

I'ENNY S FANTON, a considerable village adj|oining totbc road 
from lltintingdou to Cambridge, and near tlie borders ol' the 
latter shire, was granted, by William the Conqueror, to Gilbert 

de 

* It has been said under Bennington, p. 198, on the authority of 
Chauncy and Salmon, that Sir Char'es died there in lCf3; but the 
attestations to the Will prove that “ he died att his house called the Foils, 
IB Chancery -lane,” on the day above stated. 
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tie Gaunt It afterwards escheated to the Crown, and was given, 
hy Henry the Third, to Joan, Queen of Scots, his sister, who 
bestowed part of it on the Nunnery of Tarrcnt, in Dorsetshire; 
‘ the rest reverting, being given to Segrave, descended to the 
Barons of Berkley.* ‘ Tlic Earl of Nortliampton is now Lord 
4»f tliis Manor and Hii.ton, which made one Parish with Fey* 
Stanton; thongh there is a Cliurch at eacli.’f In the ninth of 
Edward the Scrond, ‘ Jolin dc Segrave obtained license for a 
market for this his Manor of Fenny-Stanton; as also a fair every 
year on the eve and day of the Apostles Peter and Paul, and sis. 
days following.' 

'File little villages of OFFORD CLUNY and OFFORD 
D'AKCY, are, like that*^|fr Great Paxton, situated on the road 
from St. Neot's to Huntingdon, and iunnediately adjacent to the 
Ouse River. The houses are princi|ial!y thatched, and inhabited 
by jTcrsons engaged in husbandry'. In the small Church at Ollbrd 
Cluny, are two Piscinas; one in the chancel, the other in the north 
aisle, where there seems to Imve been a Chantry Chapel. Oflbrd 
D’Arry Church displays some remains of Norman architecture in 
the columns and urriies of the north aisle. In the south wall of 
the chancel is a Piscina ; and within the altar-rails some memorials 
of the Nailours, fortneriy Lords of this Manor. In the south 
aisle is a halt' lengtii Jirass of a Kuiglit in complete amiour, be 
tween liis two woes, with this inscription beneath; 

©iclacrn: iLsnrrntt’ ©akenljam mitea, qui obijt jc^ Ble men«' 
Jimij iD;n SIS*', ft Dna ffilifabetha ujoi bicti lajt* 

renti, uiia tnumSotorum ac jFdmiumrt IStaciftium Dai JoijuM 
tEncegiic Dni tic ^neci^nc qunc obijt tic ^ens', dept. an< 

Dai. i3i:. ac S)na Jejjanna eecimta Scot ticti lUutcatit 
filia a®ai®ii J^atabenn? t^ilitre, qiiorain, 

GREAT PA.Vl'ON is a small mean village, chiefly consisting of 
scattered raud-wallcd and thatched cottages ; the number of which, 
according to the returns ifi ISOI, was thirty-six, and that of inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants 217. ‘ Little Paxton, and Toseland, having both been chapels 
of ease to Great Paxton, the minister is called Vicar of Three Stee¬ 
ples.'* In the south wall of Great Paxton Church is a double 
Stone Seat for a Deacon and Sub-deacon, witli a Piscina ; and in 
one of the windows of the north aisle, is the Tudor rose in stained 
glass, with other fragments. 

At LITTLE PAXTON, whicli, in 1801, contained forty-four 
houst's, and 225 inhabitants, are the Seats of Henry P. Stanley, 
Esej. and llicliard Reynolds, Esq. 

At SOUTHOE, ‘ the land of Eustachius the Sheriff,’ says the 
Cotton Manuscript, ‘ Lovetote made the seat of that Seignory, on 
which, in this Shire, thirteen Kiiights fees and a half dei>ended ; 
but from his line, by gift of Verdon'®hd Vesey, drowned were 
these in the Honour of Gloucester.’ In the thirty-sixth of Ed¬ 
ward the Third, John of Gaunt possessed this Manor in right of 
his wife, the La<ly Blanche. lu the time of Charles the Second, 
Southoe cum I^vclojt belonged to Sir Henry Pjckering, Bart, of 
Whaddon, in Cambridgeshire, as did the Manor of Paxton Parva. 

.STHITLOE, ill Doddington Parish, is the. pleasant seat of 
Lanrenre Reynolds, Esq. who was High Sheriff of Huntingdon¬ 
shire in 18Ub'. 

At BUCKDEN, or Bi uden, as it has been frequently 
written, is the venerable Palace of the Bishops of Lincoln, to 
whom this Manor was granted by the Abbot of Ely, in the 
time of Henry the First, in return for the k’ave given to him to 
“ make his .Abbacy a Bishoprick.” The Palace is priinnpally of 
brick, and partly surrounded by a moat. It consists of two qua¬ 
drangular eourts, with a square tower, and «cutrance gateway: 
over the latter is the Library; the apartments are large. ‘ Bishop 
Kotherhain,’ says L^land, ‘built thcivcw brickc tower at Buekden: 
he ciciie translated the Hall, anti did much coste there beside.’ 
His successor. Bishop Russel, built most of the remaining part, * 
and is coumieiuorated by a hawk eut 011 the dorniants of tlie Din¬ 
ing Room, with the sentence Jk sets Le Rus-cklluy sur- 

Yol. VIL Aig. 1808. Go** rounding 


Cotton MS. 



574 * 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


rounding it. Bishop Williams, in the reign of James the First, and 
Bishop Sanderson, in that of Charles the Second, also expcmicd 
much money on this building. Its situation is pleasant; but the 
grounds are not extensive. In the Church, which is a handsome 
fabric, the following Bishops of Lincoln lie buried: Willia77i har- 
lo'j.', who died in idlj; Sanderson, who died in Thomu^ 

Barloic, in 16,91; RcynoUh, in 17'i3; and Green, in 1779. The 
living is held by Dr. MuUhy, one of the first scholars, and most 
respectable clergymen, in England. In 1801 this Parish contained 
Itio houses, and 86Q inhabitants, 
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li^ENT u one of IbeiWiost Interest^; eotHities m l^gfttad; 
M itetbcr eoosidefcd in respftiit to the aihatt^$ of its'iltliatlon for 
trade and couimerce,' its extent, the geoeret efify ioS, the 
!i>i[)urtuiit events that have been transaeted vdUihi ftsfob^s/foe 
pcniliar divhioii of its landti, its numetous antiquities, the a^ow< 
Icdffpd bravery of its iifoabitaKh, the ecclcsiastka} pre-eminence of 
Its thief city, its prodaos, or its proliliity to the Cootment, to 
It hit h, many learned antiquaries suppose it vras originally united 
h> a uariuw isthmus, extendmg between Dover and Calais.* 

Tlie aigumcuts advanced in sujqiort of the idea of Great Britain 
hating aiuienlly formed part of the Continent, ai* principally de¬ 
nted fioin tlic great resemblance which the dids of Dover bate to 
t; osc of Boulogne and CtdaLs, on the opposite coast of France, 
(hi both shores, tlicse clifls consist of chalk, with flints inteimix^; 
tlieir fates are rugged and precipitous, appealing as if they had 
been lent .isuiider by tiolenre; and their length on both coii^s HI 
siiiiilni, It being about six miles. In the sUait immediately bO> 
tueeu tlitin, the ^ca is also much shallower than on either shle; 
and to this may be added, that a narrow ridge of sand, t|dth ft 
itoiiy bottom, called the extends betwe«» Fol^i^one 

and Boulogne, its distance foOffl the fom^ about fen miles, 
imd Its length tlie same; this ridge, at low spriftgttides, is covet^ 
with only fourteen feet rrater} and anc^lim' ridge, called the Faiw, 
about six mite off Dover, has searcety mqre water on it at the 
same times, though Rnmoifoitely on each ride of bofo 
which are but narrow, tb«[depth increases to tw«ty-fffe dUiAs. 
Whatever may be the fod, however, hritoty is sflebt as folfiay 
VoL. Vn. Jm, 1800. Dd btynhs 


'* Among those who nphaldl fojt opp^, aw Camden, Wa% Sosutri* 
Burtoni 1 :wiae, V«twee%'’|fa 0 ^ anil ^ted. 
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isthmus that might once hwe iHuted Grwt Britain with the Con- 
tineot; and ail that can be offehid to establish the ««|ipositiony 
reals only on the basis of probability. 

“Time,” observes the great Camden, “ has not yet stiipijed 
this rouuty of its ancient name: but as Casar, Stnbo, Diodorus 
Siiulns, Ptolemy, and otliers, call it Cantium, so the Sa\ons, as 
Nennius tells us, named it Canl-c'iiar-latud, or, in other woids th * 
country of llie people inbahiling Cantium.’^ Ibis name our au¬ 
thor conjectures to have been derisedfioni the old (>aul sh language, 
and to be desciiptnc of the angnlai foiin ot Kent on the easlirn 
side, or that towards France. In this, iiowever, he appi-ars to hi 
jiiistaken. Caint is a British woid, and is still llii name of tins 
iomiiy ill Welsh, as it is also written in the most an itnt British 
manuscripts; and the name of C<tei Oainl, oeenrs in Nemniis Im 
Cauterhuiy, in las list «( British cities. The teira CatiU is di smp- 
Inc of a countiy ahoutalmg willulear, fail, or open down-, and 
tins is the general characleiistic of Kent. The British 'Fryads le- 
cold, that, after the Island was first settled by the Cymty, thret 
other colonies came heie liy sufferance; of these two were lioin 
Gaul; Uie one ftnin Belgium, the other from the rountry about 
the mouths of the Lone user. The Belg<e most piohahly p< oplcd 
Kent, and afterwanls lost Uanr projier name m the woid Cantu, 
fioin tlie name of tlie county. In the Doniesilay Book it is 
wiittcu thus, Uienih. 

At the period of the Roman Invasion, the iiiliabitaiits of tins 
district wcie in a more advanced state of cisiliaation than those of 
the more inhnd parts, through their vidnity to the Cmitinent, and 
continued intercourse with it. If Caesar's prete\t for engaging in 
the conquest of Britain be true, viz. ‘ that its inhabitaiits furnished 
the enemies of the Commonwealth with continual supplies dunng 
his wan wilb the Gauls,' it was probably tlie men of Kent that 
had most offended, and it J^certain tliat they were the first suf- 
fcreis; for Cmsar hav|^ <^termined on tlic invasion, eiiibaiked 
his forces at Boulogne, J^he fip^tb year after the foundation of 
Rome, and fifty-five before the birth of Christ; and about 
one o'dock moPug of the tweHty«suitb of August, accord- 
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ing to Dif, Hallc/s coimptttellioHs,* made sail for the coast of Bri¬ 
tain. . liie Britons, who had been apprised of his design, Iiad not 
been backward iij preparing to aKCrt their hidepeadence; and on 
C<esar*s arrival olf ttorer, ahont ten the same nioralug, he found 
the ch®* covererl with artned men, and their advantageous position 
ronvim cd him timt he Oontd not attempt a landing aj. that poiut 
v> ihjout great low>. He therefore again made sail at three in the 
.iltcnioon, and proceeded about eight miles further, bimgingq) 
Ins ships oti a pfaaj, open shore; which, according to Horsley, 
tJale, and Other etnineut antiqiiaiies, must have been near Rich* 
1/ >i< ugh, or liuopiite. The Britmis, wim hud sent forward their 
Iioi>eiucn and chaiiots, now foP>wtd with the rest ot their army, 
to oppose bis descent; and, during sonie^time, had tlie advantage; 
for the la'ger Roman sliips could not lie near the shore; and the 
lloiiuni soldiers being encumbeied with heavy armour, and forced, 
at the same time, to contend with the waves, and with their enemy, 
ncic thrown into some disorder, which C<Ksar iwrceivitig, gave 
oideis lor the gillies to adraiiee liefoie tlie rest of the fleet, and 
to ass 111 the Brito'is from their slings, and other missive weajrons. 
11ns movement pioveil of service; tins Batons wcic alarmed at the 
•■iglit of military engines, to whitli they had not been aeeustomed, 
and fell bach; wliih' tlie Roman soldiers, eiieonraging each other, 
leajied boldly into the sea, and piessed forward. The conflict, 
however, was still shaiply maintained; and tlie Romans, not being 
able to ke<‘p their ranks, and being unacquainted with tlte ground, 
were in danger of eomplcfe discomfiture, (ill the boats and pin¬ 
naces of the Roman fleet were filled with fresh trocqss, and dis¬ 
patched, by C.mr, to the «lief of those who were most pressed, 
llie Britons were at length driven back; and the Romans forming 
upon dry ground, succeeded in mauitainiiig their advantage, but 
could not pume tli^r retreating enemy for want of cavalry. 

Tlie Britons, apparently With the view of gaining time to assmo- 
ble a greater force, soon afterwards sent messengers to demand 
peace; and Catsar having ufdnraided them for their breacii of pro- 
' D d 2 latw 
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niisc to submit to the Eon»an Empire, consented ta utake a treaty^ 
but (lemaiuled hostages for its jfiiibiiuent; sonic of which were im¬ 
mediately given, and others promised tO be sent in a ftew days, fri 
the mean time, Caesar apjiears to have continued in his camp, 
waiting the arrival of iiis cavalry, which, on the fourth day, ap¬ 
peared in .sigtd, in eighteen vessels j yet, before they could reach 
the coast, they were dispersed by a sudden storm, and agaiii 
obliged to bear away for the Continent. Ou the same night, the 
moon being at full, the water rose so high with Ute spring tide, 
that the whole of Uie Roman vessels, some of which were at 
anchor, and the others drawn up on shore, were greatly damaged, 
and several of tiieni entirely destroyed. 

As soon its the British chiefs wlio had been assembled to jtcr- 
forui tlieir agreement with Cmsar, knew of this, and that t!ie Ito- 
mans were without horses, ships, and provisions, they determiued 
to break iJicir late engagements; and privately «itbdr:iwing from 
the camp, begun to assemble their forces in secrecy and hiis!(’. 
C;t»ar, wlio suspccteil some design of this kiiul from the tlclay in 
the delivery of the remaiuHig hostages, and other circumstances, 
sought assiduously to repair his sliips, an<i to furnish his camp witli 
provisions. Wliile tlms employed, the out-guards of ins camp 
gave him notice, that they observed a great cloud of dust rising 
in that part ol'the coimtrv where the seventh legion Intd been sent 
In j'orage. Apprcltensile of what proved to be the real cause, he 
ipiitietl the camp with two cohorts, and giving orders for the rest 
of his army to follow, advanced to the relief of his foragers, who 
Itad been suipristal while reaping corn; and some of them being 
slain, the remainder were surrounded by the horses and chariots of 
tlrt- Britons, and wi-re in great danger of entire defeat. On Ca»ar’.s 
rrrival, the Homan* recOStered from tJieir panic; aind the Britons 
Jrew otr, but did not tlLspci^; yet Caesar thinking it imprudent, at 
'hat time, to risk a gi^t^l'Sengiigement, retreated to his camp. 

Emholdi )U'd b^j^teis^veiit, the Britons sent messengers to all 
1.11 Is, to give, of the smallnciei of the Roirian ariny, 

n;d to a-ssisfance, by displaying die glory and 

)ooty tii«^^|^^^csult to them from vanquishing ilie mvaders in 

thw 
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tlicir owB cnfrenclmients. By these efforts, they increased their 
torces greatly; and, on the clearing nj» of the weather, whidi bad 
for smne days prevented any hostile attempts, they advanced to 
attack the llottiaus in their camp. Cajsar, who penetrated their 
»lesigH, judged it most prudent to prevent it, wbicli he did by 
drawing otit his legions in front of the works; and when the battik 
joined, tire discipline and valor of the Roman soldiers prevailed 
over the mnnWs of their ass.ii{ants, ssho were routed, and pur¬ 
sued to some distance, with considcrahte slaughter. I'be same 
day, the Britons again scut riepnties to solicit peace, wiien Cmsar 
croitented himself with dcmaurling, that twice the in'inher of bos. 
tages which be had before agreed to ivceisc, should be sent after 
hini into tJaul; tor “ the autumiud equinoc being near, lie did not 
think It sate to rciuaiu on the roast, or to sail oiili such weak ships 
in the winter sesson,” Seizing, therefore, tin* lirst favorable o|)- 
IMirtunity of the wind's being fair, he set sad sooa after uiiduight, 
and reached the Continent m safety. 

Such is tlie general acconi.t wliich Cicvar has given in his Com¬ 
mentaries, of hks first exjjcdition into this Lslaud; set esen this 
will warraut the coiijectuiv, that his siuhien departure, if not the 
i)uniediutc consequence of real ileteat, was the only prudent me¬ 
thod he could take to .noitl it: ami theio arc passages hi Horace, 
Tibullus, and Lucan, which stem to couriun tins supposition, as 
well as in the ssrilings of Tacitus, and Dion Cassius. All the 
transactions whicJi atleiuliMl his tlcscei.t, look place in this county; 
and, most probably, ssithin wry tew miles of the shore; though 
the particular scenes of the diflcient .iclious tanuot non he c.bil> 
assigned. 

The iimdcquacy of Cwsur’s force to ifllcct the leduction of the 
Island in hk first expedition, is fully evinecdliy tlie inaguitiitle, of 
his preparations for acconiplishiiig it in the eii'iiiiig year, wluii he 
again set sail for Britain, ssith five legions of infantry, and ,2000 
horse, distributed on lioard a fleet of about 8f)() sail, about tbree- 
fogrths of wiiich had been built for the invasion. 'I'he next dav, 
at noon, he arrived on the coast, near the same s|M)t where he had 
landed in the preceding year, and i.*tichc<l the sliorc without oppo- 
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$!tion, the numl>ei^W liis; #eet liaving affe<Aed'.*8je Britons whh 
so much terror, that they had quitted the coast, aqd retreated to 
the higher grounds. Caesar having fottned a strong rsamp, 
ed in quest of the foe, whom he found stationed pn the banks of 
a river, and preparing to dispute bis passage from the rising 
grounds. He, however, repulsed them with his cavalry ; on whifh 
tliey retreated to the woods, where they took shelter tvitlrin an en- 
trencbraenl, which both Art and Nature had contributed to fortify 
in an extraordinary manner.’* All the passages to it were blockcrl 
up by heaps of trees, which had been felled for the purpose, and 
the Romans were at first unable to enter tlie works, but at length 
succeeded, and compelled the Britons to quit the Woods; yet 
Caesar declined to pursue them, from 1 is ignorance of the coun¬ 
try, and from liis desire of employing tire rest of the day in en¬ 
trenching himself on the field of action. 

The next ninn.ing, Carsar divkled liis army into lUrerj bodies, 
and again advancerl in jurrsnit of IIk* Britons; yet before he liad 
marched far, some horsemen amved from the fleet, to inform 

him, 

* “ ^'ariouJ have been the conjectures of our antiquaries eoncerrihg 
this place of tlie Hiitons forulied by Nature and Art. Horslt y thinks 
it likely, that this engagement was on the Iranks of the river Swir, a 
little to the north of Durorerimui, or Canlcrhury, in the way tov srds 
Slurry, whkh is about fourteen English miles i'l-om the Downs, (.tihers, 
well acquainted with this part of Kent, hare conjectured it to have 
been on the banks of the rivulet below Bari am Downs, and ihai the 
fortification of the Britons was in the woods behind Kingston, rou aids 
Butsted ; and the distance, as well as tl'.e sitiiaiion, of this pfcec. add 
strength to the conjecture.,. Some have pbied this encoitntcr below 
Swerdling Dowds/ three miles north-west frem Hursied, and the en¬ 
trenchment, in woods above the Downs behind Ileppington, where 
many remains,entrenchniems, &c. are still vkibie. Pcrliaps the 
ewg</g<n/e«r-whs fought below Barham Down; the J'm'tijiealioji 
he that rt^^*®iirbted, as before mentioned; and the remains above 
Swcji^ib,^,/|rc,l nibly 8ie place to which the Britons retreated .after they 
■■VI «■ ]>u|g^ght hy tilt; Roroan.s; and where Cmsar again found thciii, 
under the command of Cassivt-iaun.” 

Umicd's Ke^, Vol. /. 
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lihfl, sWofto la$& io ttewigK awl Iwd 

!>hatt«*^ >||li(fSI flf j»< Amd 4mm thw on rijore. 

On rc#^ 0i» irtte1}5j|«»ce, be rounterbiawled Im Ibices and 
returned to''t!^e deet, wbm be found that about forty sail weie 
entirely lost, and thbt ttse renwindw <ou{d not be refitted without 
gmit dfifietdty and fiidgue. He therefore deteruiuied to have the 
whole fleet bauicd on shore, and to inclose it witiuu the lines of 
his camp; ip the execution of tliis project, his soldiers labored 
ten days and ni^ta with little iniernusMoii; and at this day 
observes Hasted, “ Mjion the shore, about Deal, Samlowu, awl 
W<duier, there is a kms; range of heaps of earth, «nese Camden 
sup)) 0 $es this shijjKcamp to base been, andwlwU, in his time, as 
he wastmformed, w;is called, bj lire {»eople, Rotne's IKorA. though 
some hnt'e cot^ectuied, and, perhaps, with probabiiity, (hat 
the plaop of Csesax’s naval cani)) wus where tlie town of Deal now 
stands.* 

WliCn tlie sbip]mig were all drawn on slicre, and securely en- 
trerulred, Ca»ar once more advanced in starch of the foe, to the 
scene of his pievious victory. Here he iound tlic Batons assem¬ 
bled in fiir greater numbers than before, under the commaud of 
tlic brave Cassivelaunus, whose teuilories were divided from those 
of tile more southern stales by the river Tliaincs, but who, on this 
important occasion, had been chosen lo lead the army of the confe¬ 
derated Britous, WhiW the Ilomuns were pursuing their march, 
they were briskly attacked by the Brilisli cavalry and chariots, and 
many weie slain on liolh sides; and shoitly attenvards, as Cwsar 
wasbu^ly employed in sfrengthening his camp, his advanced g«anl 
was surprised by a sudden assault, on winch Ife sent two colioits 
to tiimr askance, who being soniewhgt intimidated by ihe IJntisli 
manner of fighting, jicmiitted tlie Batons to break through their 
ranks withoitt loss; but some fresh cohoiK tomiug up, they were 
at last repulsed, 

, The etwuing day, the Britons took jiost among the hills, at 
uwtriuce from the Roman camp, and appeared to be 
in»m diiposed to wait for some accidental ailvantage, than lo 
lilt! battle AtetwdingH’ about noon, they made a fierce 



KENT. 


4>Vi 

and sttddrn attack on a (iotacbnicnt of three le^otjs, and all the 
cavalry, which CaK>iur had sent outtoforas^e; hut thn were fC 
reived with so much vie,or, that the)'were ({oirklv driveu , 
and bt‘in!» cW!y pursued by the cavalry, were rotfteil wiUi great 
slaughter, the IlonMi)'i giviog them no tune either of raityiag or 
forsaking their chai iot‘. 'I’his battle pioved derisir c iu tu» or of the 
Romans; for many of the Biitish chicftaiiK now withdrew liom the 
coufedcrary, and submitted to Cxsar; who loHowing up Ins suc¬ 
cess, marched lowarils the banks of the Thames, and crossing if 
in tlie i.ice ol a sfioiig force, notwithstanding the Britons had 
driieii mans siiarp Makes mio the bed of tlie river, enletcd the 
leiiitories of f'assivtlainms. Ttiis Pimte, dcspHiriiig of success 
in a general battle, disbanded a coiisuleiablc pait ot his force-, 
but retained atiout «)00 cliafiots, with whicli he Itovcted round 
tlie foraging pait.es of the Romans, mwl soiactimes assailed them 
to advantage. 

Still fuillier to letanl the compa sts of Cse'ar, he sent oiders to 
tlic four |H tts Kings by wlioiri Kent wastbtu gmcnied, and whose 
names weie Citigefori”., Carvilins, Tasimagulus, aud Segoiiax, to 
raise all tin* forces tliey could, aud make a snitdcn attack ou the 
cani|) whcie the Ronmn shi}>s were laid op. Tliese diiectioiisthey 
obeyed; hut they wcie lepuHcd with niudi slaugblet; and m a sally 
made by the Romans, Cingetoiix was taken piisoner. Alter ihl,* 
misfortune, Cassivelaimus thought it prudi'iit to soiktf toi pi-acc, 
particularly as many of the Brilisli stales Iwd alieady submitted, 
and as iiij piinri|yal <ily had been toned to ‘iiriendei to the Roman 
arms r.esar, who had deteimined to wintei in <bml, iiwwt pio- 
bably thiough the etiongopposition with li had been excited agumst 
him by the Riitons, aud tioni his couvu tioii, lh.|t their umviihiig- 
iiess to how to the Romuu yoke would pt<im|it them to sei/e every 
opportunity to vindiiate their beedom, readily iiearkened to his 
proposals: aud having iiceised luisUses for tlie puyitient of an an¬ 
nual tribute, leturned to Ins eamp ou the sea-slioiT, where finding 
ships refitted, lie prepared to re-einhark, whhh he did iu 3 
*; few 
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few days, and Ifhtmtd tn th<‘ Cojrtinfnt, ^^Uliout gammoning a 
smgle iorfirett, w leaving ^ue M>itlier lo setuit hiv cojuju< si'*.* 
I'ruiu tfaSs peiwd^ the c>x)>ir.tlui» uf umitv jears, (he 

iiuleiwndencc of Brila«|a|Hs not disturbid l)y a iorugn k»t, but 
jboiil the year W, aflw the bull) ol Chiist, (he leitisai ot the Em* 
peror Clawliiis to fhlner up shiiio fiigiUves Aiho had fltd to Rowe 
to .Koui pttnrbnient, o(<asiuned rogodamrius von ol Cunobiliiit, 
who thfii leigjwd our (Im Tnuol>aiitei, to withhold the tribute 
ii)i|K»e<i bv C«tNii, and la prohdwt all < oiwiw uc w ith the liom un, 
Cliudiui, eagerly seized the o ipoituiiity to dulaie »ai, and w the 
u'.ir t'J, toiiiiiianded Aldus l*l.mtitis, then lu Oaui, to 

londucl his arinv info Urdu ^ lins was oh ud, and riaiifiii • 
diuding bis tones into lime bodiis Imdul iLi whoh willi- 
<ml oppWtSon ui this tounfx. tot tin Bnloi , duuud b\ an- 
poit ot a iitttfHly ann'iig tin Rowan sohliu'*, had iiegli cted to 
makt preparations to ojiposi tiuni. Plantnis, thaii<.h .it fiisf suc- 
cesstul, was m the tnd oh'igid to ntnat, and foitity hnwrelt in a 
‘Iroug ramp, ou the Ivi utisb sidt ot the ili«uiirs,t thtie lo await 
the ariiv 4 i of Ciwidii.s, who h.id asstmbltd a itiiintious army t® 
assist tn the redurtioii of Bniain Clawlins iwought with him sno- 
lai cltphauts, and haung laiidtd, iiiai<htd uuiuedia*t!y to the 

cawp 

• Tbevc circumitsi res m-\ hr rn uJi d s deusiu pro* i* that C.t- 
Sif 1 triumph was n< t so rompU t<. o (lom hi., t nmtnentatK * would ap* 
j.Har jfirves, ’ mvs Mr ILisud, “to confirm the usiim< ny of 

Eucun, who taxes hi n with ‘turning ho huk upjn tht Btiions, of Di n 
Cassius, who says, * the. Roman inlintiy wiit < ntirtly routed in a bu¬ 
ilt by ihcm,’ and ‘ihit f’aui retired from henci without tiTerpig 
any tume,* and of lautus, who writes,.ti it ( i ar lat'it. shewed 
the Romans the way to Bni un, than put them in pisitssion of u,’ and 
yilto, m .mother place, makes one of I'lt Unton* say, that ' their ames- 
toys had drivta out Julius Caisar from ibo Is'and. ’ ’ 

t 1 bal eaitijp « supposed to has e been on Ktslon Doa n, near Ibromlt y, 
wdtf re the enuenchratnts sie s^ry stioog md extensive. 



414 


KE^T. 


fan>p of Pbflihw, and assuminia; the command, ctosiscd tht TliameSi 
and dcfcatwl like Britons with great .slauglit<tr. lie afleiwaidi 
pursued his success, and haTing taken Camalodinnim, (Ootchesto^,) 
the capital of the British Kmgs, reduced the country in¬ 

to a Roman province, and af^inted I’lautius, Proprietor, h4 w- 
tiirncd to Rome/ Fioin tliis |>G)iod, the dominiraiof the IU>mai\|^, 
over the soutlicrii parts of Britain, was comjiletely establKAcd; and 
Kent becoming tirinly attached to the Roman govemptent, was in¬ 
cluded, byCou'-taiitiiie, in the division called BbitanniaBbima, 
After the linal departure of the Romans, whom the distresses 
of their own country bad forced to abandon this Island, about 
the middle of the tilili ccnlurj, Vortigem was elected King, in a 
general assembly of the Britons, hut he being a man of itiadequaU’ 
capacitv in the then petilous situation of affairs, had^fecourse to 
foreign aid, instead of bravely exciting his |ieople thc»i*selvca, to 
resist the harbaious inrursic*u$ of the Piets and Scots, wlio had 
committed the most horrid depredations in the northern provinces, 
and were rapidly advancing to the soulli. His ex|Hdient of iirvi- 
tirrg the assistance of the Saxons, being approved by his effentmafe 
council, deputies were dis)Hitclied to Gcrirrany for the purpose, 
and Hengist and Ilorsa, tlie sons of Wetgrffel, great-grandson to 
the celebrated Woden, put to sea with about 1500 men, ami 
landed at Ebhsjleet, in the Isle of Hrairet, in tliis county, a little 
to the nortli of Richborougb Castle, about the year 449.t Vorti¬ 
gem iinnredrately concluded a treaty with them, by which they 
engaged to defend the Britons agaiust all foreign enemies; and 
were, in rclirrn, besides iKiy and niamtcirance, to have the Isle of 
Tlianet as an habitation. By their assistance, the Piets and Scots 
were worsted in several sttccessive battles, and at length driven 
back into tlreir own country: but Hengist discovering tire weakness 
and tncapjtcify of Vortigem, and being captivated by tile firttitfid- 
iress and of the laud, cletenni^ to make a permanertt 

settlement 

_ **1 

Sesai^Picr particular* of thr* expedition of Claudrui, Vo|. V. 
p, 287—263. 

' nmstmrd, I h, ii. "Lsror irrair |t. 10’. 
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settkment Island; and to that end, persuaded Vortigem, 

that a Teiafenrement of $axong was nccessaiy, nol only to enable 
him effectnstny U> repulse the northern enemy, but even to secure 
him from tile insolence of tlie Britons tliemselves, who liad become 
ronvhKed of Vis incapacity to govern, and made loud coiupluiuts 
at bis conduct, 

Vortigem fell info the snare, and, by bis pcruiksion, a ri^sli 
body of 50Q0 Saxons, besides women and chiidren, were admitted 
into Britain. Among them was Oise, or Escus, the son of 
liengisf, and Roweiia, liis daughter, whose charms so excited the 
|ra*ions of Vortigem, that he demanded her iu ir* i riage, though 
he had then a wife, and scv.ral children. Hengist artfuly raised 
objeelioBS to the match, (ill at lerigfh. the British King, baring 
divorced his former wife, mnl iave^led Ileiigist with the entire go¬ 
vernment of Kent, to the uttcT exclusion of Ouorongus, its Prince 
unil Sovereign, was pcnniltcd to laisi Rowciia to liK bed, lien- 
gist, whose tliirst for empire seems to liioc increased with his uo- 
ciuirements, now begun to think of eomiaeiii <; tl.c whole kingdom, 
mid umler similar wily pretences to those he Kid licfoie cmjiloyed, 
pres'aited on Vottig<‘rn to send tor another rcintbicemcnit of Saxons. 
These new atiKiliaries came over in forty ships, under the com¬ 
mand of Octa, and Elmsa, the son and iwpliow, or, as some 
write, the brother and n<>phew, of Hengist; and having sailed 
round the Orcades, and r.ivaged tiie ronntiies of the Scots and 
Pitts, obtaiuesl permission of the King to settle in NorthumlM r- 
lauvl, under the sfiecious pretenee of securing the iiorthcm parts, 
m Ueitgkt did the soutfaeni. 

Still enrroachiiig on the weakness <vf V'oitigrai, the Saxon eiiicf 
eontiuued, by degieeit, to strcnglhai^ Ins ow.i army by tk'sli bo¬ 
dies of his couulrymen; till at last, supposing his strength a.fe^nate 
to.hl>*derigQs, he sought a quarrel with the Britons, and, aided by 
his eounttymen in the north, begun to overrun and lay waste Mie ' 
whole country. In the mean time, Vorligern, to whose ill-fated 
allirtiiee all tliese latter calamities were attributed, was eomjieiled 
by the Britons Ics associate his son. Vortimer, with him in tlie go- 
verBuicul, and to confide to his adminislralion every thing relating 
* to 
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to public affdirs. Under (be direction of this brave yotdJi, the 
Uiitons again made head agalnbt tlicir in^dioua ami eiuel tixs, atid 
in an eneounfer on (he banks of (lie Darent, in tlib eouitiy, tlm 
Saxons were uorsted, and retrcaled (o Tl ilhet Vor- 

limcr pursued tliein, and in a desperate and bloody balde, longlit 
m the year Joo, is said, by the Brilish hisloiians, t<> ha^eohla- u,,l 
a complete victory j tliougb the Saxon writers attonbiig to 1 
iinaiiiniously aifiin, that, in this very year, and imn'.vdiatily atitr 
this battle, Ileisgist fiist assunuil the title of K.ix(j ovK'.sr,''' 
Hoisa, the btothcr of licngist, and t’aiij,eii., broihei lo\ortniier, 
lought hand to hand in this eti"ai;t ment. and aeie both ki/ed on 
the spot,! though sotne wuleis ailiiHI. (lu-t Catigem was siain by 
Hengisl hhuselfl 

The war still coutinuipg with vaiioiis succts-, another battle win 
fought bclwreu llengisf and Voitiim r, about two yeaisalteiwaids, 
anno'lor, at Cruanintil, now Ciayford, in lliis eonniy, in which 
the latter was defeated, with the loss of 4l)u0 men, and ob¬ 
liged to abandon Kent, and retiic to I»ii<!on. About (iiis jie- 
riod, I lie dissensions among the Britons themselves became so 
great, that they gciiriated a eivil war, of which the Saxons took 
every advantage, yet they were not able to eflect the (OiH]uest of 
the country; and when the Biilons had once more assocuitcd un¬ 
der \ortigern and Ambrosius, after the death of V'entimer, Hen- 
gist felt hiiiusclf (onijielled to snhnnt to jicaee, and to have his 
power confined within the limits of Kent, What he ronld not ef¬ 
fect by open force, however, he endeavoured to aeromplish by 
treachery; and knowing the fondness of Vortigern foi jionip and 
dissi^tioii, be invited biin to a sjtkudid enleilainment; and wbiic 
liis unsuspecting guest, witji JiOO of Ins princifmi nobility, were 
enjoying the festivities ot^^foble, he purposely excited smumrel, 

and 


^Tramlation, Vol I. p. 33. 

t Hen. HunfuaMHIi Matt. West, ad an. tij. Kenmuv, cap. td, 
KVilk Malm. lib. i. rap. 1. 

Aant < Rfljuilph Cestr, Tolythron. il, Iliidcn. ilof Wi£,orn 
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and bis parttzaus, on a given signal, drew out their daggers, or 
short swords, w hkh they had couceated for the purpose, and base¬ 
ly murdered cveiy Tkiton present, except Vortigem, who was 
spared by order ol" the Saxon chief, but obliged to compound for 
bis ransom, consenting to deliver up that large tract of land, 
out of which the kiugrloms of Essex, Middlesex, and Sussex, were 
afterwards formed. Having thus extended his dominions, and al¬ 
so made himself master of Lontlon, Winchester, and Lincoln, Hen- 
gist invited over fresh bodies of his countryineii, and, in particular, 
the. fierce Ella, wdio landed in Sussex, where he afterwards firmly 
established himself. From thispiriod, the progress of the Saxons, 
though for a lime impeded by the valiant exertions of the British 
Prinees, Amlnosius and Arthur, wa.s never etlectually interrupted, 
and at length they succeeded in ac(juiriiig a firm dominion over the 
cliief part of Britain. 

Hengist died in the year 4S8, anil was snccectied by ids son 
Oise, or Escus, who being a Prince of little enterprise, permitted 
Ella, who liad worsted ti»e Britons in several battles, to assume 
the title of King of Sussex, which he durst not do while Hcngisl 
was alive; he was also chosen the chief or general of the Saxons 
in Britain, in the room of Uie latter. Oise die<l in the year nV2, 
leaving the kingdom of Kent to his .son Octa, in the taciity-sevenlh 
of whose reign, Erchenwin, who had governed in Essex uiul Mid¬ 
dlesex, taking advantage of his Sovereign's weakness, peisuadcd 
the inhabitants to accept binisclf for ilieii Monarch, and I'ormed 
those provinces into the kingdom of the East Saxons. In the leign 
of flcrmenrtc, who succeeded Octa in the vear 11, ilie Noithuin- 
br ian Saxons also threw off their alhgianro liom the kiegsof 
Kent, and, under the famous Ida, established the king lo'U* oi' 
ISorthumhcrland. liermeiiric dying was snceccdivi by his 

wn Ethelbcrt, whom he had previously associaled vvifh i.'iinsidf 
in the exercise of royally. 'Fids Prince Iteeanu; one ot’the meet 
celebrated of the Saxon Heptarchy; for remeinl.’ering with regret, 
fthe authority which his predecessor, lleiigisi, had exercised over 
the Saxons, he determined to as.serl his right to the sn|)irme dig- 
"ity by force of anas, and declared war against Ceaulin, King of 
V ' Wessex, 



Wessex, who was tboB acknowledged as (Jie chief. Being worsted, 
however, in two battles, he was soon compelled to sue for peace: 
but Ccaulin himself, having seized tlie kingdom of Sussex, gave 
offence to the other states, and a general confcdcracv, of whidi 
Ethelbert was appointed hea(I, being formed againsi him, he was 
rletoated, and d_\ing soon afterwards, Etliclherl obtained the oIk 
joct of his wishes. liis ambition, however, was not yet satisfied^, 
and by degrees, he assumed a rigltt to snereed to all the vacant 
thrones in the Heptarchy, in virtue of In'! descent linm Hengisf; 
and though he desisted from iictiiig up to the Itill extent of 
Lis claim, from an apprehension of a geneial Icagttc being 
made against him by the oilier S<n treigns, yet lie contimied to ex¬ 
tend his authority over all the Saxon states, but that of Northum¬ 
berland. liis reign Itecamc otherwise inen’.oralile, from the intro¬ 
duction of Christianity into Kent, under the auspicr-s of bis Quei'ii, 
Bertira, (laughter to Charibert, King of I’aris, and the subse(|uent 
conversion of himself, and principal subjects, to that liiilli; an 
event that prepared tlie way for its further progress through all 
the Saxon kingdoms, .\fter a pros]>croi)s reign of fifty-tlirre years, 
Etliclhert died in the year Old, and was interred within lire porch 
of St. Martin, in tlie Ahhcy Church at Canterbury. 

Eadbald, his son and successor, rendered slothful by his vices, 
lost part of the supremacy which his fatlK'r had gained,, and re¬ 
lapsed into the errors of I’aganisin, llioiigli he at'terH arils reformed, 
and re-eiuhraced the Christian faith. After his decease in 6-it), 
Ercombert, his younger son, Ibiuid means to ascend the throne, 
and by his zeal, gree.tly contributed to the sjtreading of the newly- 
adopted religion. ,I!e dyinx in 1)04, was succi-eded by Egbert, 
who'proved an eiicoarager of leantiug; tiiougli his glory svas stain¬ 
ed by liie murder of his two nejihew.s, lest llioy should disturb 
him in the, possession of tlie crow'ii. On his death, in bfS, Lo- 
thair, his brother, assumed the vacant seat, but this iisurjiation 
gave origin to a civil war; for Edric, the eldest son of Egbert, 
assisted by A'delwalch, King of Sussex, bravely contended tor his 
inheritiinee; ar.d after several battles, fought witli various success, 
larthair was vi-iniuislied; and dying of his wounds, was buried in 
1 the 
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tlie Monastery at Cao^iiuiy. Edric was then crowned: but, 
after a reign eSt bardiy twi years, in which this province became 
desolated by dril warfare, was slain by bis own subjects, and was 
succeeded, anno 6'8(i, by bis brotber Widred; who, however, 
was forced to admit oti« bwabert as his partner in tlie throne. Soon 
after their accessioa, Cedvvalla, King of the West Saxons, imagiu- 
iiig that the iutestiue divisions of Kent would render it an easy 
conquest, sent an army thither, under tiir command ot his biuthci 
TVIolio, who wrerruu, and plundered, great jwitof (he country. 
His onliagesroosed tlie vengeance of the two Kings, who uniting 
then forces, worsted him in battle, witli inudi slauslitcr: Mollo, 
liiinsclf, beiiig clOM'ly pmsutil, sv'Ugiit refuge, with l.vidve otlierv, 
ill a Imusp, wbuh they valiantly defended for some time; but 
at length if was .set on fire, mid they nil jwiislicvi in the flames. 
Cedwalia, exasperatevl at the miserable fate of his hrother, whom 
he tenderly loved, ciiteied Kent with a f.uniidahle army, and so 
reduced it by fire and the sword, Uiat it never afiervvardsregained 
ii.s importaoce among the slates of Uie Heptarciiv. 

“ Tin, two Kings, Wblred and Swabert, enjoyed no repose till 
the year «fieti, having got rid of some other petty Princes, 
who pretended a right to part of tlieir lerritoric.s, they divided the 
govenimout between tbeiii, and tbe country was again restored to 
peace and quiefoess, Cedwalia, not content with tiic revenge he 
bad himSelf taken on ac ount of bis biotliei’s dvatli, stiongly re¬ 
commended Uie pursuit of it to bis successor, Ina; wbo, in 
made great preparations to invade this kingdom -, uud having ac¬ 
tually mardhed itUbm', put the whole country in a consternation. 
The Keafiti)Mu«b« after having tried various means to persuade him 
to relinqnUh fail ttesign, found money the only prevailing aigu- 
Mentj op w^(i% ‘lltey offered him 30,QtJ0 marks of gold, winch lie. 
accepted, t^''i^i^mdiatdly returned home. Soon afterwards, 
Swabert dym^J^dred,reigned alone, and continued in peace to 

ifae timo of wfai^ occurred in the year 725 "• 

■ > Widred 

? t. from Bede, lib. iv. cap. 2fl} Flor. Wwtest. p. 'ifi'!; 

1 Thomei*C(fl. 1710 i Chron. Sfeix. ad an. o87; 

"4!?, 75H. 
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Widred ^as swc^ed l^ 3E0e!ba]pt, fai*'s6n, Hdjo, accWmg «>’ 
soine writeifsj asMidl^ WiB fa|» Eadbcit and Aldik j 

isnd aCtenvards, ottstjfe d^til «lil‘l!adl»rt»I^W6f ArdulpJl, h»8(Bi. 
Etlielbert hjro^lfdi^ in 7&>i about wliidl tiwe» obsewes Hasted^ 
“ doe Sigeward was King of a part of K«nt; if credit is to be* 
given lo a |[toJit of bis, printed in tJto 'TeetUa RodeOsis, ip wfaidb 
be, styles InRtsclf iZpx dtmdtm partis pTf^ftcigt CaiUfmrioiwn.** 
Before tliis ^riod, ipdcedj U seems probaWe, that Kent had bcea 
^Kiivided BBto sere# states, though there whs stillano- 
itiBial SoTcreig!! of the whole. 

Aldric, abo was at toe bead of the sovereignty after toe dcatoa 
of Ethelbert and Ardolpb, was several times obl^d to defend 
biiiiseif ftc^ the ebcroacliments of tbe other states; and was at 
l^gtb d^ff^^ In a gp»it biitllc, fought at Otford, in this county, 
by Qt% aiiwcw; who was only {wevenled from entirely 

sulyugafii^ l^t, by the Jealousies of tlie other Saxmi states, and 
the invasion 6f his own country by toe Welto. Aft<* the death of 
( Aldric, whom ended tiie right line of .the Saxon Kings of 

Kent, of the me of Eadberlrd*i!«i saweeded; bntwas 

not suffered long to! enjoy id^ supreimtcy; torCcmilph, King of 
(Mercia, having ravS;^ the country from one end to tlie other,, 
had , its ill-fated Mtotarch conveyed tO'MercsB, where’he Ordeteds 
his eyes to M put ont, and Ids hands to be ctit off, After this,; 
Cenulpb pke^ Cudred on the vacant tbrotiei who havhig reigned* 
obscurely abemf eight years^ died in $0Si mni was succeeded by 
Baldred, his son. 'lins Prince was the krt sc^ Rfcaiarch of Kent; 
for wiicii he had reigned ^out ei^feen years, he was drl^mt ftvin 


bis throne by the forces of to* great l^heit, King of tbeiWest 
SajfoDs, who fhially succeeded m s«ltjH|atiog aft ftte rtatonpf tbe 
IlqHarfhy, <tod wufi^ ib£tR into one.idngdotn^ In ^ 
or,«^.$. 

tons heootoeaa fi^;#v^,khJgdoinf 
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• The dreadful massacre of tlie Panes, ill 1002, was tbe fruitful 
source of iicu woes; for Sweyti, «born own sister had beenbar* 
barously uHirdcred, tr^etlier witli her itf dren, in this fatal ixriod, 
sowed to revenge the manes trf liiseonidiT^en; and during tiu* 
three following years, he plundered and depopnlathd every part of 
the connlry of which he could obtain possession.. In lOOd, the 
Isle of Tliatiet again becaiitc the residence of the Panes, as it also 
did in lOOt), when tliey winleted there; but issuing from tlieir ro 
treat in the spring, they exteiuled their conquests ov6r a very large 
part of tlie kingdom; till at kngfli, the cities of Londim and Can- 
terbury, wre almost the only places of strength that resisted their 
power. Even the latter city was taken after a wege of twenty 
(lays, and reduced to ashes, most of the inhabitants being destioy- 
ed at the same time; and the Arehbidiop himself was afterwards 
barbarously put to death at Greenwich, wlierc the Danidi fleet 
then lay. 

The miseiable policy of Eiiielred, and his sfnritless counsellor!, 
could, even in tliis extremity, {uovide no odicr means of relief, 
than that of bribing the Panes to leave tlie kingdom; an expedient 
that had In'cn often tried, and as often proved a merely temporuty 
remedy, obtained at the expense'of fresh msult. It was, indeed, 
the fatal means of invitiug new enemies; and even m this instance, 
though the sum said to have been given, amounted to 48,000l.' 
the nation had hardly enjoyed a twdremonth’s tranquillity, before 
it was again exposed to all Uie Imrrtwrs of invasion. Sweyn, wliosc 
implacable enmity was never at rest, arrived at Sandwich with a 
numerous fleet, fully determined to attempt tlie conquest of the 
whole kingdom., He thence safled to the north, and entering the 
Humber, made himself master of all th® northern provinces; then 
suddenly luardung to th4 south, he Idd dego to Loudon, wheic 
Ethclred was shut up; but not being sidlkieittly provided with ne¬ 
cessaries, he raised the degc, and ravaged the western counties. 
In the mean tim|||||||ielred, featoig to fall into his bauds, fled 

with 

DaneJm. Brounpton a«d the Sax- Chroo. say 
(wly 800 ®, 
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with litt family into ISforniandy; amd Sa’cyn^ to whom the rapital 
now Mimmiered, anno 1013, wa^firoctaiined Kingof Ei)!;lau(i \uth- 
ottt further opposition. After tlie death of Sweyn, which liapixmcd 
witliin a twdwqionth from tins period, Dtheiretl was recalled by the 
Eueiiish, and prepared to contest the sovereignty with Canute, 
Sji'cyn’s spitj whom the Danes had exalted to the vaeant throne. 
This Prince unetpecledly i«IiiMiuidii>d his new kingdom, and set 
sail for Denmark t Harold, liis younger brotiter, having seixed on 
that country for hiniself. WhCn Canute iiad regained bis inherb 
taiice, he relumed to Engiaud, in the year 1015, and having re¬ 
mained a sholt time at Sandwich, sailed round to the western 
comities, which he quickly subdued, and pi'ejiared to extend liis 
conquests. In the mean lime, Edmund Ironside had succeedctl to 
the crown, on the decease of his tiillier, Etbelred, and bravely 
contended with tlie Danes for his rightful iiilieutance. He fought 
several baltksH with various success; and in one of thi'in, defoalcfl 
Canute in this county, and obliged him to take letijge in the Isle 
of Shepey. At length, a psuriition of the kingdom being agreed to 
h) file contending Sovereigns, the 'Fliames was made the chitf 
boundary of their tesjiectivc dominions; bnt on the death of Ed¬ 
mund, who was Iwsely assassinated by ttic contrivance of bis bio- 
tlier-in-law, Edric ftlreon, within a few iiionllis atlenvards, Canute 
heeaine the -sole Mbnarch. (Jii tlie death of liaidicaiiute, die 
fourth King of the D.uiisli line in England, the Saxon race was re¬ 
stored in tlie person of Edward, suruamed the Confeisor, sou of 
Etbelred and Emma of Nonnandy, in whose reign, Sandwich, and 
its neigbhottrhood, was onc« more plundered by some piratical 
Danes, 'flie leraainiug events, of historical hiijwi lance, relalitig 
to this comity, will be noticed in the*deseription of the places 
wherein they were transacted. 

KENT b a maritime county, situated in the soutfi-castemmost 
pait of Great Britaioi and uictuding llw angle nearest to France, 
from whkli its nearest point b about twenty-four miles distant. 
Its figme b iiTCgalar; but apjwoaches more to the trajieinnm than 
to any other. On, the ttorUi, with the exception of asmafi tract on 
die Ess«x side, it b bjopaded by’uic Kiver Thames; On the east, 

Bell and 
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and part of the scnifli sides, it qiens to the Gennan Ocean, atid 
Britkii Cliaiiuel; on the south, it W ^ted by Sussex; and on tiir 
west, by Surrey. Its medium knu^tli, from west to east, is al«H.t 
sixty-six miles; and its breadth about twenty-six; ijs circunrfereuce 
is nearly 174 miles. On the west side, its bounding limits at<r 
chiefly artiflrial; on the soutli-west, and south, they are princip^ly 
formed by the atruHer branches of the rivers Medway and Rotbua. 
Anciently, this coitnfy is supposed to have extendod some tnilc' 
furtlicr westward than at jrresent, aird even to have iticlndcd wid-- 
m its bounds, the original site of London, which Ptolemy and Kc. 
venous speak of as situated ort the sorrth suie of the Thames.* b- 
its present circuit, it routaius 83.2,000 acres,f five laths, sixty- 

lirixc 


■■ " '{here is no doubt,’* observes Mr. Hasted, “ that before the 
landing of the Itomans in flritaiR, the space of country between D« [«• 
ford and the T1 tines, a^ high up as J.imbeth, was a swampy matih, 
gruat part of wl ith was constSntly overflowed by the tide, and as s'.c*', 
of little or no use; and, indeed, uninhabitable. This space, then, wiili 
the channel of the T hames at its extremity, might be looked «(ti both 
the TiinolmIlk'S, and the Caniiant, as a kind of barrier fepureen 
which might mislead the ancient geographers, who 
territories of the former were bounded l>y theTh|g|pSt> »ndj m-consr 
tjuenre, assigned this spate of country to t^PStjoiamg Cantuni 
wliereas, in fact, it belonged to, or at lcasti,*^ai claimed by, ncithc-- 
llte Romans afterwards, to secure tins barrier, drained at much of i' 
lands here as served their purpose, elected a station here, and mad 
roads to it; but «ri t^heir further conquests, removed to the other, o. 
north side of the‘river, ^here l^ondon now stands. After svhich, nt. 
ther of the above jieopje ylaiming this district, it became part of »!- 
country of theMegiil, whokthabiied Sussex and Surrey, iii which [latter ■ 
county it lias conti.ivicd to this rime.- Even subsequent to the Norm- 
Conquest, the inhabitants of Surrey teem to have encroached on dw cour. 
ty of Kent, the parish of Deptfbid having been, by all accounw, whollj 
withm dm latter, though now the former claims that part of it, in wb-' 
are the man^ of liatchaai, Bredinghorst, See.” iSfi'sf. qf Kent. M J 

I Bw*t Oen. View of the Ag^cttlmre of Ssmt s others have esti- 
* mnte^ the numbet of aoms at upw«fd» of 1, 200 , 000 , 
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thre^ iMBidreds, liberties, 414 parisiies, two cities, and 

tliirty-foiW matkflWwvns.* TJie number of houses, actordiu" to 
the returns under the Population Act of ISOO, amounted too2,<}.08, 
that of iuhabitants to 307,C24: of whom 151,jr4 weie males, and 
156,350 fenmUs. It returns ten Members to Parliament, via. two 
for the sliirc, two for the dty of Canterbury, two for the city of 
Ktchester, two for Maidstone, and two for Queenborongh. The 
ecclesiasdral jurisdiction is divided hetweca the Archbishopric of 
Canterbury and the Bishopric of Rochester; Uie former baring 
eleven deanries belonging to it, and the latter, four. 

For local puqioscs, this county lias br-en long <^<^' led into the 
two districts of iCasr and Kent; tlie eastern dhision contains 
the laths of Sutton at Hone, and Aylesford, and the tower pait of 
tlielath of Scraj; the aeslcro division, the l.iths of St. Augustine 
and Shipway, and the upper part of the I.ith of Seray; within 
these laths are comprehended all the smaller divisions, as baili¬ 
wicks, hundred-s Ubnties, Occ. Iii each of the great disliicts of 
East and West Kent, a Court of Session^ is held four times eveiy 
year; that is, twice oiiginally, and twice by adjouniracnt. The 
Justices, though appointed for the whole tounly, generally coufuie 
their atteotioB to that particular disfticl iu which tliej reside. 

The }M«sent flottrishifig comhtiou of Kent ha.s, doubth ss, origi¬ 
nated tVont the periili,K customs by which the descent ot landed 
property is regulated, and which aic comprehendt-d under the 
term, Gavki-KINB. These customs are of very remote d.ite; 
and if any reliance can be placed on similarity of names, that of 
(siavi^l-kini may be derived from the amicut British G itAni., lo 
hold; and CeM&Bt., u fumilj/i which is ccilaigly as good a ilcii- 
valion Wthe Saxon Qif-eiil-cyn, give-all-Kind. lombard, and Sllwi- 
uer, cniinrnl,Kcbtish antiquaries, couceRe ttw term to have origiiiub 
ly denofod tite nature of the services yielded by the land, and there* 
fore have conquMfodedthe word Gavel, whichsignilks a Ue,u, or 

E € 3 customary 

* Hatted, Vol. I. Someof these, laswever, are dlscoatitSBed, Ihongh 
privileged at such j ajad Etoham Marisat is only held thrice yearly. 
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customttiyperfrnwuKffCf husbandry, and of Gecynif, implying die 
nature^ kind or 4}otdUy of the performance} so that tlie proiw 
dehiliUoii of GavebUnd, is lands which sm* VW by rent, io op, 
liosition to land subject to niilitaty tenUt^; nud V^bidi yielded no 
rent or service, in luoncy, provision, or works of T(|^alture, This 
opinion is also espoused by Mr. llabiniMMJ,* who declares it to 
be the most italumi and easy account, as doing the least vioiom^ 
to tiie wortls, mui as best snpjwrted both by reason and autiiorb 
ly." But, in oidcr to support the ojiinioo thus intiured, the lat* 
tfv author is rmivtiained to stmtiise, *• that the jmrdhlc qrrality of 
the laud was rathci intiinsic, and acckkiital to CJavcbkintI, than 
necessarily coiuprvhciided under that lenn.” Au iinjuirer must 
tbeiefore be in susiicusc, till future ingenuity shall start a more 
happy derivation. 

Tlie law of Oavebkiiid comprehends the joint inheritance of all 
the sons to the estate of the fatlier; and should the fallter siinive, 
the inheritance devolves to liLs graudsous, if there «ie any, or else 
to his daughters, Tlic jiartibiJity of this eustoiu is not restrained 
to tlie right hue of consanguinity; for all brothers may jointly ii»- 
lieiil the estate of a deceased brother; and, agreeaWe to the same 
rule, nephews and nieces, hy the right of repres«itatipi!i^ are, 
ill their degrees, iiititled to die stnne divisbii of pro])erty. 

This transmission of an equal part of tfie pareul’s fiossessiom tO 
those of his family who were cijually connected with him by the 
dourest awl most tendci afieetions, was certainly a method of dis¬ 
tribution, eijually obvious, impartia), aOd reitsonable; it was, 
therefore, imtioubfedly, »i]ii universal law of aitf iquity^ till the sebeme 
of policy being re%ed, it was jmiged useful, or iWther foumi ne- 
cessSry, to raise, stirh distinctions as nature never htteoded. I'o 
those nations who have Icasf deviated from this equitable mode of 
dcM-ent, them is, due a {inqiorUonate dggree ofeornttmudbiou} 
and it is higldy to tlip (rcilit of our ancifut Ikki# ancesfont, that 
this equhahlp trgnsnii.ssipii prevailed licre, Py a law {d* Canute, is 
implied, that oup Oauisli jirogenitprs a^mittfd daji|bters, as well 

, ^ 
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as to EB ifcwt IWh of personal estate. Tlie 

Sttoiw do not ip&a lo teve OompiaisaG^ to the fair &e\ in 

tiiis respoei} lOnie of inpiMied le^datorsaie sueigosled 
to bave aiuicastic bid fids^nsen ibr tb^ partkl distinc> 

tioB}—.« }iM> ts^fddEst of blood%!re pieferied.'' 

At tfae JilontMHk ComltieSt, k is evident tliat the ddest son did 
n&t ioberk to the exelDdon of bis bretbien; md it was at that 
tyrannkal pesktd, that tbe etdtom was introduced, of the right of 
sole succestkm iit preference to the divisible practice of hiberitance; 
and it was ktrodaced by WtUiato the first, as n striking ^cimeti 
of tlie military and arlntriwy dominaiton which he mtendfd to esta« 
blisb. Tbe men of Kent resistf'! «o dcfWecated an incroachment 
with suensss; but the c^ier parts of the nation were gradually 
brouglit to acquiesce in acceding to tbe claim of prit^geuiture, ex¬ 
cept a few boroughs and tnanors. ^ 

Various are the causes wluch might mduce tfie men of Kent to 
resist so geuentliy the slavery to which Uie rest of their countrymen 
were sabjedud: tbe foUosvirtg motive, mcntioneil by Somner, 
seems tbe most pianstble and b&»t supported coujectnre. 

o 1% Keotish-meti, (the cotamOos there, 1 meau,) iike the Lon- 
doufen, tobeO carefbi, in those days, to maintain tiiehr issue for 
the preset than their houses for ibe^future, were mote tenacious, 
titodesr and mtoaiive uf the presen^ustom, and more (.arcfnl to 
conthtoe it, thmi generally those of most other stureswerc; not 
because (as some give tbe reason) tire younger be as good geutlc- 
nnm as the eldmr brethren; Qm argument )irn|rcr, perdianoe, for 
tire partible land us Wales;) but because it was land, which, by 
the nature of k, afqjcrtained not to the geiitiy, bnt to die yeo¬ 
manry, whose name or cause th^ (rated not so much to upiibid 
by keqmig the mhe^ance to the dder hrmher."'*' 

“ And thk {Accmnit * nexording to Mr. Roynson, “ agrees weH 
with th(B g^^iul'and temper of the peopte;** “for,’' says Lmnbarif,t 
in this tiieir ekato, tiieypltjiww themselves, and joy exceedingly; 
insomuch, as t aum may find sundry yeomen (altboo^ Otlmrwise 

4 , for 
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for wealth comparahle with many of the geutte sfltt) fhatwfll not, 
for ail that, oliauge Uieir ccaidititin, &(« id«^ to Ik! apparelled 
with Uie titles of gently* 

So predoniinajat is Gaveldiiiidin Kent, dint alllatidsarepresume 
ed to be subject to that usage, till the tontraiy u( ptoeed; and foi> 
inerlj, surh lauds only were exempted from it, as were holden fay 
knight’s service. Anciently a royal pierogative was ejcerci«*d, b$’ 
changing the ctisloniaty descent as well as the tenure; and in 
some instances, this prerogatne was delegated to subjects, an<l 
particularly by King John, in the third year of Us reign, to Hu^ 
ber(, Archbishop of Canterbuiy, and h» successois. Contrary 
interpretations have, ho«*'vcr, been, at different times, pul upon 
this tenure; but it is cvideiU Uiat the legislative aut!,oriiy alone 
can over-rule the custom of an ctpml partition among the sons, ot 
other collateral descendants. 

For tliis jmrpose, .sevenil statutes Lave been made, the fust of 
which was in the reign of lieniy the Seventli, at the request of 
Si; Huny Guldeford; another act, on the satne dis-gavelUig piin- 
ciple, passed in the fiUeenth of Henry the Eighth: another statute 
was obtained by Sir Henry W tat. In the thirty^'ftrst year of the 
reign of the same I’limc, the lands of tltktjvtonr uUtlemgo mid 
gentlemen were ths-gavellcd ii» the same utauber; and 4 suuilai 
liberty was alloued to forty-two othem, by a statute of the second 
and llihd of E<lw.sr«l the Sixth. The lands of three gentlemen 
only, were dis-gavefted durmg the long rtign of Queen Ehaabetli; 
and ot the same number, in that ot James U*e Fnst; attd it d<Ks 
not appear lliat any act, of the tame nature, baspatsed since the 
first year of tlie latter Monarch. 

Titesc diirgaveliing acts divested the lands to which tltcy related 
of Uicir jiarliWe pfb|)erty%j(sL wiUtout afleeting, in the least, then 
other iiicidertlal qualities; remained the mme, because they 
weie not expressly alte^^Bhe letter of die law; else the owners 
of Gavel-kmd lands suliered great prejudice by the lo.^s 

ot their usual piiv^^^^Piad of the bepetH intended by the acts. 
Due oi Uiese privi^^Pl^iat lands in K«u£ do hot esclmat to the 
King, ot otiiec y^H^hom they are hottien, in eases ol'cmiviction 

and 
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aD<l pNecutioii for felony; but the heir of a tenant in Gavcl-kkid, 
uotttithstunthng the trifence of his ances&tor, shall enter uniuedidle- 
ly, and enjoy the lands by descant, alter the same customs atid 
services by whkh tlicj were before holden. Hiis iieculwr iiiunu- 
uity is coiii^iriseid in tiie old vulgar proverb. 

" llie father to the boujh, 

** And tie son to iho plough.” 

Tlic ptivilej^es attached to Gavel-kind, do not, however, extend 
to taxes of treason, for any person attainted, in the sniiillcst dc- 
gi-ee, of this high offence, forfeits ah the lands winch bolds by 
lliistenuie, to the Crown, at corduig to usage Heirs aic also de¬ 
prived of the title of jmssession, if then aiwistors, being itnlicted for 
fvhinj, should absetmd, and eoiiscquciitly betoine outlaws, and 
in the tiiucs ol fbipaljuiisdktioii. if the tenant had Uikeu refuge 
i'. a ctHisiwitited plate, or bad abjured the icalin, the iniinunity 
ceased; beeausc an ollt lab i, belcn- he t ould av ail Imnselt of sanc¬ 
tuary, W 84 obliged to ii.ake a lull toiilcs'-nui ol the crime laid to 
his charge; and riigbl always c\nUila strong I'resunqttioii ol guilt. 
By the hke emtom, a wile's tiower hi landsol the i.atuse of Gavel- 
kmd, is hr no ease foileit«bie foi hi! husbaiidMdoiij, except 
whcic the heir is imbic to he debarisd ol h.s iiiheittaiae. liiit 
was a privilege almost petuhat to the wkUhvs of tenants in Gavel- 
k'lid; nor was the M'verity ol the eiw aion law niifigultd in this 
fiirtiruhtr, till a statule w»s pas-td, ui the liist ytai ol the icign 
of Kdwurd the bixth, allowmg evirj wile hei dower, nolwithstand- 
Ji'g her huiliaxid's having b»en uthaiiiteii of felony. 

Till re ever was, and still i», a very material difference between 
suih lands as are <>avel-kmd, and those which aic without that 
rule, in reSiMxt to the piopoition, or tlw lenl assigned foi dower. 
Thusliy jhe camlnon law, a wMow 1ms a light to a third pmt on¬ 
ly bf her Itusbuml's real prc^ierty; Imt by the law of Gavel-kind, 
a moiely!« dof of ajl the estates possessed by llic husband at the 
iimrriage, and at any Ihtje during the coverture. One disadviuilage, 
however, is faeidieiil to dowgr «1I Gaiel-kmd, to wha h the doweucs 
of lands hoMfea ahder taauy olh** tenures aio not stfhjoet; ua»ie- 

ly. 
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ly, tbat a tcnaat of the former does not tinffoy it absolutely for life, 
but cM»ly as long as she continues uttraturriedand (toste. A very cir- 
ciHiisUuituil proof of uicoutincncy was formeily required; and, be¬ 
fore a forfeiture of dower could be incurred, it was necessHry to 
attaint a widow of cbild-birtti. This is explained'by lambard’s 
tnuislatiou of a French inanoscript, intituled. The Cuslumal of 
Kca', in the following mauner; 

“ If when slie is delivered of a child, the infont l>e heard cry, 
SHid tlint the hue and cry be rsused, and tlie country assembled, 
and have the view of tite child so bom, and of the mother, Uien 
let her lost* her dower wholly; and othenvise not, so long as she 
boldvUi her a widow; whereof it is void in Kentish, 

“ He that doth wende her, let him Icnde her."* 

In the present praetiec in the.se cases, it is suflicient to shew 
that a widow in Gavel-kiiid has been eaughi tripping, to deprive 
her of her dower, without produciug actual evidence of tins casual, 
thongli frequent, efiect of a breach of chastity. 

Tlie different terms of restiaiiit ini])05ed upon the two sexes by 
the Oavel'kind law, betrays, however, a notorious fnrtiahty. A 
widow must keep herself not only sole, but ckaste, or she loses 
her dower; whilst a widower, if he has a suffidotit de^^e’irfreso¬ 
lution to avoid fomiing a second matrimoniid conaection, may, 
writhout possessing the gift of continence, remain, by the courtesy 
of Kent, a tenant to half of the lands that belonged to bis de¬ 
ceased wife. 

Anotlier distinguisliiug property of Gavel-kind is, that the <e- 
naut is of sutKcienk yeers to alienate his estate at the age of fif¬ 
teen'; but it must be by feoffment, that bekig a method of con¬ 
veyance 

• la two other copies of the Custumal, wc tneet with a diffferent 
reading of this proverb. In one it w, Seg it wednsi ^ w le%«diie .— 
lu the other, wedne, seye is Mr. Hasted, ui the 

Preface to Ws fiijL^ of Kvm, gives« more jt»telll|^ly thus: 

.sthst does tunt or wwid her, 
hvn» also give amo her, or lend her.” 
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ve:^aRce of every otiier the most proper, lest tlwre be any saspk-ioB 
of fraud and itnposUioD. This privilege makes the tenant some 
com|iei!satioii for hi# berag kefrt in ward one year longer than is 
permitted by tlie course of tiie commou law. And infants in 
Gavel-kind always enjoyed several advantageous immunities tbr- 
merly denied to other piaons during their niinoritv. In the 
“*0031011181 of Kait,” the noble usage ckinied in behalf of wards, 
is exjwessed in the Usdlowing terms: 

“ Atoi if the heir or heirs slistl lie luider the age of fifteen years, 
let the nutiiture Iks committed, by tl» Lord, to the next of tli« 
blood to whom the iiilieritance cannot descend, so that the Lord 
take nothing for the connnittiug t'oeof. And let not an heir be 
married by tlie Lord, but by bis own will, awl by tlie advice of 
bis friends, if he will. And when such heir, or heirs, shall come 
to tlw lull age of frAcen years, let ail their lands and tenements be 
derweTcd unto them, together with tlieir goods, and with the 
profits of the same lands rcmainii^ above their reasonable suste* 
nance: of the which profits and goods, let him l>e bound to make 
answer which hath tlie education of the heir, or eWe tbe la>rd, or 
liis heirs, which comraitteii the same education.’* 

It was fotwetly the custom of this county to divide the chat¬ 
tels, after the frmerai expenses and debts of tlu* deceased were 
paid, into three parts, if he left ai^ lawful issue; <d' which, one 
portion was for the performance of legacies; .mother towards tlie 
education of his children; aud llie thiid towards (he support of 
his widow, 

“ If the tenant of Gavd-kind lands wilMraws from his Lord 
his due rents hnd services, tbe custom of Kent, gives the Loid a 
sfiecial and soler>in kind of cemitit, denominated Gax'tht. *by 
wliicb, imkss the tenant redeems hb lands by payment of tl»e ar¬ 
rears, and makes reasonable amciids lor his neglect or coiduniacy, 
lls^' faeeovM! ftrfifoed to the Lord, and he enters, and octuifies 
frieia as his dw» desHesnes. 

“iv tenants ftt<3avel-kiod aUo claim the piivilege, that whore 
3 writ of jr^kt is hrapght conceroiiig Gavel-kiud lands, that the 
grand as».l;« ■shaUl ant be chosen in ibe ttsua! .nanner, by four 
3 Kiiigbts, 
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Knights, hut hy four tenants in Cavcl kind, who shall not a'>.o- 
ciate to themselves twelve KnightvS, but that number of tenants in 
CHvvl-kmd; and trial by battle shall not be allowed in such a writ 
foi those land''.’’* 

'I he invaluable benefits of the vaiious privileges'of the tenants 
in (iavel-kind. cannot lie mote eleaily shewn, than hj contrast, 
ing with them the burthens of the luilUary or feudal tenure. * 

*• The heii>” says the learned tsir Willinnr Blackstoiie, “ on the 
death of his ancestor, if of full age, was plundered <if the emolu¬ 
ments arising from his inheritauce, by waj of nluf and prijner 
sftsin; and if under age, of the whole of his r stale during in- 
fauc5'.”t 

Sir Thontas Smith, in his Commonwealth^ has (he following 
leanarks on this head . “ Wf-ea the heir came to Im ou », after lie 
was out qf iLurdiltip, his s,oods tut)c decayed, houses fttlkn doun, 
stock uasted and gone, lajids ht forth and ploughed to be batren. 
to make amends, he was jet to p.«j half a year’s profits as a tiue 
for sueing out his livery; and also the prke and value of bis mar- 
riage, if he refused such wife as his Lord and guardian had bar¬ 
tered for, aud imposed upon him; or twice that value, if he mar¬ 
ried another woman. And when, hy these deductions, liis fortune 
was so shattered ami ruined, that, perhaps, he was obliged to sell 
his patrimony, he had not that poor privilege allowed him, with¬ 
out laying an exorbitant fmc for a licoisc of alumtion.” 

The grievances thus established in consequcueC of the feudal 
system, were occasionally mitigated hy seveiul acts of Parliament, 
but were not wholly abolished by the legislature, till the twclllh 
year of the reign of diaries the Second. 

Whatever opinion may be entertained of tl»e story related by 
Sprot, of the Men of Kent* impeding tlic Conquftfor in his march, 
and, with the Archbishop of Canlcibury at their head, ob%ing 
him to conrent to the preservation of their ancient Ubmtiei^ and 
which story has hren exploded by difierent writers, It stay be ob¬ 
served, 


‘ Hasted’s Kent, Vol. I. p, 3115. 

I Conuncntariet. ^ L. iU. c. 3. 
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served, that the continuance of such pecnlhir iwivilcges must have 
originated in •.otnc important cause, though that cause he now for¬ 
gotten. They not only sucret'ded in preserving their lands from a 
state of scriifudc, thus complicated and didiisivc, but hhewisc 
maintained an old claim Ingltly favondde to tJie natives of Kent, 
by which it was insisted, “ That all the bodies of Kentisli-mcu be 
tree, s« well as tlie othei free bodies of England." lliis is tlie 
lirst article in the Cnstumal. The piivilege evtended to every na¬ 
tive of the county, and to tlieir children, at a perioil when other 
English subjects were held in an hereditary stale of bondage; and 
svhen the Lonls of IVLinors exerted a leg il jmwer of chduiing, re- 
coverii^, atid tonsfening, the pt .sons of villaiu>., in the same uiaii- 
ner as they did of their horses and tfieir oxen. 

It is a curious circumstance, that, since the passing of tlie Dis- 
gavelUng Acts, the continual change of piopcrty. the extinction ot 
the Court of Waids, and of the Inqnhitnjv s posr Mmtem, tiie 
want of knowledge where records are depodteiJ, and the 7real 
expense of seaichmg h>r them, the ditlicnity of piosing wli.il 
estates the {lersons named in the Dis-gatelliiig stal i<»s weie sei/ed 
of at the time of tnayng them, together with that of shewing wksl 
lands were formerly subject to milita-y temnes, which has daily 
increased since tlieir aiwliliou, have occasioned dhhenities so ac¬ 
cumulated, anti so insurmountable, that the iaiid-hoUlers entitled 
to the benefit of tliosi* acts, ware fheii priiiJcge, and sutler their 
hinds to jiass in eoinmon with those of theii neighhoiiis, rather 
tlian enter info a labyrintli of litigation and tost. “ 'flic consi'- 
quenee k," says Robinson, “ that at lliis time, tlieie is almost a.s 
mnch land In the county of Kent subject to f he,coiitroul of the cus¬ 
tom of Oavd-ddud, as there was before the Dis-gavelliiig St ifutcs 
vrere enacted." 

Tlie geiiend aspect of Kent is very' lieauUful; mixing from the 
ineqiiaUty of the surface, the diversity of the scenery, and the va 
mty in tli^e verdnire. ** 'Hie whole county’,” oh>erves Mr. Hasted, 
“ excepting the marshes and the Weald, is a general cluster of 
Muall haias twn rfiatiis of wbadi, higher than the rest, run through 
Uie iuiddk bf Rent, from west to east, in general at about eight mde# 

Jistame 
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distance from eitch other, (though at some places much less,) ant! 
extending from Surrey to the sea/’ These arc called the Upper 
and Losser HiUs, aiut are mostly covered with coppice and wood¬ 
lands. The nortlrem range, and, indeed, the whole north side of 
the county, is com]Ki6ed principally of chalk ancT flints, as well 
as a laige tract on the etust coast: the southern range is ehicflj 
of iron-stone, and rag*stonc: more uesteily, clay and gravel pie 
vail on the eminences. 

# 

In the AgiH'iiltutal Survey of this County by Mr. Boys, he Has 
divided it into eight distnefs, act ording to the nature of the sod 
and produce, and this division will lie heie followed, asbemg best 
calculated to convey a complete idea of the sshole; these districts 
respectively comprehend the Isle of Thanet, the upland farmo of 
Hast Kent, the rich flat lauds in the vi< inity of Favershani, Saud- 
w'ich, and D«d, the liop-gioiuids, &,r. of Cauteibnry and Maid¬ 
stone, the Isle of Sliepey, the upland farms of West Kent, the 
Weald of Kent, and Iloniney Marsh. 

The Isle of Tkantt fomis the north-east angle of Kent, from 
the main land of whieli it is separated hy the rhei Stour, aud the 
water called the Nethergong; its length Is almut nine miles, aud 
its breadth about fise. This distiirt is lu a veiy high state of ciil- 
tis’dtion, and of I ciy jcinaikable fertility; its soli, tliough original¬ 
ly a light mould on a chalky liottom, having been greatly iinpros- 
ed by the ine-.haustible store of Runnre supplied by the sea. Tlie 
whole Island contains about 3600 acres of excellent tuuislt land, 
and 23,000 acics of arable; those of the lattei, width border on 
the marshes, aie the most prodnetue; thou^i eteti tlie up-laods 
are rendeied extremely fertile tlirongh the execllcut modes by 
which tliey aie eultivatetl, 'Hie decjiest and best soil, says Mr 
Boys, “is that which lies on tlie south side of the southernmost 
ridge, running westward from llainsgate to Moukteu :* ills there 
a deep rich samly loany mostly thy enough to be plotted flat, 
witiioul any wafer fnrijdws; aud, indeed, so rich and productive, 
tliat there is scklotj^^^^fasiou to iidlosv it; diough this, ki a great 
measuie, arises from the rote and industry bestowed o« its manage¬ 
ment. flic soil flf the marshes is a sWff «hiy, lutaed with sca-eand 
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KENT. 


435 


and small slm!l«. The general routine of crops oh theUgliter soils, 
is fallow, barley, clover, and wheat; but a crop of peas is occa- 
woiially introilnrcd in jrlace of tlie fallows and sometinu-s beans ia 
room of the clover. Where the roimd-b'lth course is pursued in 
the rich sandy loam lamh, the general routine is beans, wheat, and 
barley. Cauary-seeds arc likewise grown here in great quanlities; 
iii well as radish, spinadi, innstard, and cabb-ege, and oUjcr esco* 
lant plants for the London maikels. The barvost lor wheat gci». 
rally commelices in the fiist week in August; and forbarW, oats, 
and |ieas, tlic lust week ut July. The nmrsh lands are principally 
applied to the fattening of slicep ai<d cattle; the sheep • re clifedy 
of the Romney Marsh bleed; the cattle are mostly of llie Welsh 
kind. Many pigs are reared iu tins district. the hogs arc of various 
sorts, !)oth small and large; the funner are mostly a cross fioni 
the Chinese breerl. But sny little wood now* growing lu (liis 
Island; though, fioiii the iiaines of various places, it would seem 
to liave been aiitkailly abundant. Tlie farm-houses aie in general 
goml, and even clegaut buildings; and the road.s are in escell^nt 
oulei. The sea-weed is soiiietmes burnt mto kelp, and exported 
to lioiland. The air in the higher jiaits is e\treintlj favurabie 
to health; but the inliabitaiits of tiie lower parts, bordermg on 
the niarslies, aic subject to agues and mternnttenl fevers. 

The Upland Vaimf qf Ea'^t Kent may be desciiiied asincUid- 
ing an open and dn trait of laud, lying between the city of Can- 
teibury and tlie towm of Dover and Deal; and anothei tract, in- 
ilosi’d wnJi woods and coppice, extending from Dover by Eiebam 
and Ashford, to Rochester, in leugUi, a»d from tlie Isle of Shepey 
to Leniiain, &:c. iu breadth. The former tra^t includes a gieat 
variety of soils, hardly that of any two farms being snuiiar Hie 
pievaifing. soils are eiialk, loam, cieflge,* hsuer-mould, and stiff 
clay; with bitermixtures of flint, gravel, and Miid. The sbff cli^ 
are priiM^paSy met with ou the tops of tlie bigliest luHs about 
Dover; the ffioty tracts occur b the vallies in the same neigliboui- 
hood, and ajbout Stookbuiy, near Maidstone. The routiae, and 

nature 


* Cledge it a Min' tf aae oas earth, tniir-nved with flint*, and somtumes 
1 1 li i mall particles of chalk. 
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nature of the crops on these various soils, are, of course, vorj' dis* 
similar; on the chalk lands, aitificial grasses form a considerable 
portion of the producej the loamy soils aie mostly uinler the 
round-tilth system, vi/. barley, beans, andssheal; the cled."e is 
falhwed once iu four yiars, and geniT.dly rto|)(>ed nitb oats, 
closer, and sshe.it; on the Ii.i/el-moiild. ssinVh is a liehi muI on a 
clay bottom, nioic or less mixed ssifb Hints and sand, the r.niiee 
oi’etops is s'cry diflereiit, according to the capiee of tin faiiiui, 
or the silnatioii of the laud; the rontiiie on tin- sfiH’i hi's, is irene- 
rally f.iiloss, sshoat, heans, and Iwiley. In this distiiit, the hai- 
vesl is commonly from fomteru to eigliN-eii day % l.iler than in Hu- 
Isle of Thanet. The slnep. cattle, hoises, and hot! , me of siini 
lar breeds to those in that Island. Tin bojvgioninis an but less , 
the principal are almost coiiiined to the paiMies of Uoodm^ 
borosigh. Ash, snid W'iiighaiu. 

The ssoodhnnls in the ca-fein psiif of Kent, are disprist il piin 
cipally betssecii the gicat lo.id from Horhe.stcr to Doser, and tlie 
chalk hill that ru.is from I’olkslsmi-, hy t'iwriiig to Detinig. 
These furnisii tiie adj.irent countiyi ssilh firs' svocssj, ,ind Ills' shisk- 
yards ssith limlier fs*r shijvhnilding: but the most inatet.’al pail s>l 
their produre is the immense quantity of hoj>jM>If.s cui out fs»i 
the neighhouring plantations. Tlie chalky soils are princip.illy ptsi- 
durtisc of ash, svilioss, and iiaaci; the still' shivs, of oak, birsh, 
and beecit. When Ihe stood is lil foi cutting, it is gs'iieially sol'l 
to the dealers by the acre. In the vsoosll.inil slistint, sshish ov 
tends from Cliallusm lliil to Charing, Hie ssiil is mostly flint .nist 
elay, ssith a chalky Mib-.slratuin. The ssood is geiis'rally cut at 
from ten to fourteen years growth, and is sained in prsiportion to 
tlie* quantity of bop<]>oles produced: tlie best poles are those «t 
cbesiiut, ash, wiKosv, and taaple; the former are In most estima¬ 
tion, The svood is found to degenerate after eseiy foil, unless re¬ 
plenished from the nursciy, from svhieli the plants should be re¬ 
moved ssitii as much earth round their rools as possible, and rare 
^lenld be taken not fo injure the .small suckers. 

The Rich Flut^Mj^s in the vicinity of Faversham, Sundsvicb, 
and JDiial, a level, are extrotncly fertile, and excel¬ 
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Icntly iBaaafed tradw a genwal syitm. TTiese lands are almost 
eiitialy arable: ihe' sods arO a ridi saody lorn,, intermixed \vith 
a larger or smaller quantity of sand, and a stiff wet cky. The 
foimer produces abundance of wheat, beans, bailey, oats, and 
peas; tiie lattw, when well drained and weeded, is also veiy pro* 
ductive in wheat, beans, and canary seed. Hie dry loamy soils 
afts cbwfly cultivated under the round-tilth system of East Kent, 
si/, barley, beans, and wheat; much of the stiff wet day is under 
a two-fold course of beans and wlieat alternately; but canary is of¬ 
ten mm in place of wheat. In the vicinity of Sandwich, are ma¬ 
ny ordiards, which in some years {wodnee tar^ qnantiiu « of good 
apples, most of which are carried oy the coa!-ve«els to Sunderland 
and Newcastle; the rematuder is sent to the Loudon market. The 
live stock in tins divbioa of tlie county, is simihw to what has 
been noticed in the preceding districts. 

The Hop Grounds extending from Maidstone and Canterbuiy, 
and from thence to Sandwich, are very produetive, and under a 
good system of management; though the soils are different, as 
nell as the kind (ff hops cultivated. Hie piaiitatimui have of late 
years been greatiy increased, partkulariy in the viemity of Maid¬ 
stone, Eaverldiara, and Canterbury; the plantations called the City 
Oiounds, extaad through a dreuit of two miles and a half round 
the latter city, and are estimated to Indude tirom 2500 to 3000 
acres. bops grown hero, and in the grounds running hence 
to Sandwich, arc very ridb in qnatiti^, and in much request for 
their great strength; if well managed, tliey are also of a good co¬ 
lor. The most productive grounds are (hose' whicli have a deep 
rich loamy snr&ce, with a mb-soil of deiqt brick eaith; gnd 

this Mod Inad ttrms the priiici{ml {^t of the plantations of j&ud 
Kent; ill (w) (fli ! Inks aj"* some good grounds where the surface 
vetyfli't suhie('ttogre>iit0uctuation; « idiiiU 
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-■ '■•i'lns, tiie hoj» amwiirt to fourteen or fifteen hundred weight 
iwf acH'; ill others, they do not weigh two hnndred per acre. 

!a dfj'iftg hops, a snmll tpumlitj of hriinstwie is soinetuiics owl, 
ill unier tO suffocate the insects, luid occaaon a more speedy evn- 
{KuatioH of the sH|)erfiuous iMoistnie: l>y the use of the sulphur, 
the itops arc thought uKo to be brightened in color. In the plan> 
tatious of Maidstone and its vicinity, very itreat crops of hops a'rc 
grown, but Uicy are infi-rior in tjualify to Uiose of Canterbury and 
East Kent. Hic soil is wliat is loraliy termed stone sliattci; that 
is, where there is a greater or less nii\lore of small pieces of 
stone and sand; the snb-soil is tailed Keutisii rag, and 
bums into good lime, llie hop plantations furnish employ¬ 
ment to great numbers of tlie poorer classes, not only of this, but 
of other counties; and the motley groufis tiut assemble to assist 
in hop-picking, are truly amusing. Hops are generally regarded 
as Irnving becu introduced into this couuliy about tbc time of lleu- 

>7 

tenth link, to mark the place ot ilic hilb, whah in this way amount to 
1 oiM) per acre. '1 h» is the general method, but some few grounds are 
planted eight, and some twelve hundred per awe! we are planted 
wider one way than the other, in order to admit pioU|tHflg between the 
hiih, instead of digging, but this practice does not seem to increa«, on 
account of the extra expense, and difficulty incurred, in those part 
where the plough cannot reach. When the hills are niarkcd out, bolci 
are dug about the sire uf a lion measure, and the nursery plants plan d 
in them. Sone put three ? n li, otWi two, and some only one got'd 
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rytho Sixth; and in the yW 1*28, they were pctitionfd against 
a-, a itficW used. W»s, however, can only refer to the use of 
tlieni; tor they arc found whd in alniWt every |R»rt of Britain, 
and hnvc even a British naiae, //cu-ig y Maiddt or hme ^ the 
votf* Tlicy <Sime into ihoks gctwral use ib ttic reigns of Henry 
tlie laglifh Hud Elieaheth. Nearly oac'fourth of the whole pro- 
diitc of the hojwiuly is ibiU from the plantations of East Kent. 

Iksides its liop.groui)<h!, the ucigiiboiirbood of Afaidstnue is ce^ 
iehrafed for its a{ifdes eberrbs, and /ili>erts; nmny small fields, 
of from one to ten and perhaps fifteen acres, heing planted with 
iliflcrent s[»ecies of tliese kinds of Irnit j it is also a vert* common 
praclicc to plant hops, apples, ciw.rics, and filfwrtf, aB together: 
mid itometiiHCs the apples and citerries are planted hi alternate 
rows, with two rows of filberts between each of them. Hie ap* 
plc» iutended for cyder, are gcnerdlly gathered about tbetwentietii 

F f 2 of 

Uioots appear, «> that the hilh may be seen, they arc stuck with small 
pole?, from seven to ten feet long, in proportion to the length it is ex- 
putt'd the bind will run ; these pules are called seconds, and three of 
them are placed to each bill. As soon as the binds become about two 
feet in length, women arc employed to tyc them to the poles. In the 
following summer, the land is kept dean, as before, by horse and hand 
honng. 'ITie proper time for gathering the hops, is known by the leaf 
nibliitig ftcely off the «*iog, and the seed turning brown. 'Ihey are 
nuked in baskets, containing five bushels each} and are carried to the 
wt in bags, at noon and evening, for drying} in which process gie«i 
<ate and skill a retpilsitC. Hhen dried, and suSlciently cool to get a 
little to f'h 10 t ivi nrr mill hioptwder. theykare put into!« pi, 
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of October, aod after l«i<J«»heaps toiipwi, undercover, are 
..•anufoctared for use. lu f&iK IIm c^der fruit sells for 

nmrh<<>n-n«tce per buShdl. The apples appropriated ^ donicstir 
uses, wre M>W to fraitra'ers, who «e»d^ dwnt to londrm by the hojs, 
or to the north of &igland by the coal vessels^ The clierries,* 
which are of the white ^ hbek-beart, Hertfordshire-black, red, 
and Flemish, or Kentish, kinds, arc usually sold to b^lcis, wJjo 
retail tliem on the sea-coast by the sieve or baAct, containing for¬ 
ty-eight pound' eadij or c^ tliey are sent by waftr to Loudon, 
and conagpred to the fruit-fednrs, Hje filberts are mostly disposed 
of in the saoie roauner. Hie cheiry-gaidens continue in full bear¬ 
ing about thirty years; and during that time they are more pro¬ 
fitable than orchards, but afterwards less so. 

The IsUqfShqtey is separated ftom the rest of Kent by an 
arm of the wa, called tlic Swale, which is navigable foi vessels ot 
300 tons hurtlien: its length is about eleven inBcs, and its breadth 
e%bt, About tour-fifths of this Island conssts of marsh and pu'*' 
tore lands; the remainder is arable. The prevailing soil is a deep 
strong, stiff clay, through which the plough can hardly be forced 
The marslies Imve also a thick clay beneath, but are covered with 
A licfa bladk vegetable mould; great numbers of dieep tiaving been 
regularly fed ou them for many years. On the amble huuis, which 
-ire in a high state of culfivation, beans and whmt ate ^own alter¬ 
nately; a fallow being occasionally imbstitatdl for the bean crop 
The wheat is very excellent, and frequently we^hs sixty-four pound' 
the Wincherter bushel Jiliich clow* (s iih» g''f>wn liore; and on 
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|)nt to* tte iraias aftotit ife Nov^al*er, and tlie lamb# 

are weaned m Aogiitii. On tlietiest of {lie anursh lands, the more 
tlmard sheep amd art fed: the sbe^ arc mostly of tlie 
Romney Manli breed j the rattle are aImo$t wholly of the Welsh 
sort. Tlte horses ate of a kiod that has been bted in tbe Island 
from time immemoml, and are somewhat smaller than those of 
the otlier parts of Slent. Tlie arable lands law been greatly im¬ 
proved by bejug manured rvitli cocklo-shelb, great quantities of 
which are continually thrown on the diores by the sea, and are 
spread 00 the lands at about tliirty loads per acre. Hie sea fre¬ 
quently undermines, and gains ground on, thecliffii, tuticb skirt 
the north and nurtii-east skies and extend about 4x miles in lengtli. 
Tliese cliffs contain an abundance of extraneous fossils suid iietrifoo- 
tions, as Weil as pyritse, or copiieras-stone: tbe latter are collected 
Iy poor people employed for the purpose, and left on the shore 
in heaps, till a sutficieut quantity has been obtmned to load a vessel 
The Uplaml t'aniis (if IfVtf Kent include a great variety of soils, 
and are cultivated under various systems of husbandly. This dis¬ 
trict is more indoserl than tins eastern part, and produws greater 
quantities of timber and underwood, jiarticularly on tlie u{q)er or 
westernmost side. 'Ibe best cultivated tract in this division Kes 
between Bamliam and Dartfotd, and is about live or six miles in 
breadth. I^raiie! with this, and of nearly tlie same breadth, is 
tlic range of rtialk hills.which extmids hrom the sea near Foikstone 
to Surrey near Weslerliam, and from being the nw»t elevafed land 
ill the comity, lias obtained tlie local name of the Hog’s Rack of 
Kent. The soil on the fiat ttqi of tins hill is a cold, stiff, fiiilty 
day; so modi so, a$ generally to require six hftrses to plough. 
Between this WB, and the borders of Jbe V, eald, and confines of 
Surrey, the eounby is pleasantly diversified by hill and dale, the 
hills sbelvhq; ip almost every direction. Hiis part produces grdit 
quantities of bops and fruit, with some com and grass; modi tim¬ 
ber and copplcerwood is also grown here. lu the ©«««lly and 
sandy soila about Ihtrtford and Blackbeatb, early green peas, tui- 
•’T*. tyf* «intat tares, dov«r, oats, &C. arc i»oduced* The ro- 
tafion of rrtfe csi tliese diffitrent tfeili is so v«y vOmble, th^ no 
8 «»eral t Siabifoin, tiefbil, and lye-grass, 



nrfftwQentIv crown <« the Chalky s^iils, iwo or iJikc 
of tuttrips, clwr, Wiej’j wlwai. On Hk* clay laudv 
the routiiie is fwittcntly fallow, wheat, clow and trefoil, m«J 
oats, or wheat again ; and soroetimeii pea$< In this dbtriet the bai lc\, 
r;«l oat*, Bj(>er cutting, are coramoaly taked togatfier by baud, and 
carried loose into the bam, Ihe early green jwas are geneially 
<lrilled in rows, eig^it or nine to the rod; and are sold by the a*cie 
to pereons who gatlmr them, and send thenn to the Loiuion niar< 
bets. The dairies are mostly small, many of liiem not keeping 
more than eight or ten cows. Tlte sheep are mo4l\ of the Soulli 
Down kind, bouglit in at the antuinnal fairs on tbc down*, ami 
the ssc'-i country bieeds tVom Wdtidnre and DorwUbtie the»e ar<‘ 
frequently fiUtenwl on turnips, oikake, ami hay. The waste ami 
cfliumon land^ of fiiis dwuict form an extent of many liseusst.d 
The liinipike*roads are mostly in good tomlltionj Iwit the 
tjosvroads of West Kent are frequently impassable for carriag<'S, 
The iVtald of Kent is a considerable and remarkably traet, 
^tretclJlng alwig Ibe south side of the county, from Ronniey MaiJt 
to Surrey, on the north it is bounded by die mnge of bills sslm h 
enters the cmmty near Well Street, and extwjtls «n tiyaiU a dm 
west direUkra, to SnUtm and Egertoii, and tUenuy stretches south 
eastwanl to Ilytbe: on the south it extends to the confmt^ Of Stw 
<.ev, and iniludcs the Isle of Oxney.i This disiifiet wtts in anwut 
rimes an imniet»se wood, or foicst; wholly dffttlttite of «ihabitaiii>, 
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the lamU, which the pti^rwtors to conleiid for their beiu^ 
withni itfc littwls. “ ft h mid"dtaeivff Mr. Hasted, “ that witlnu 
die Wealdi the proof of woodlands havihg ever paid tHhe, lies oa 
the piso«, to eiitith! lain to take titite of it, contrary to Hie nstml 
ruitoni in otitcr plaOes, wlw'to the proof of the ckcmptioa Mes on 
the owner; nor are the lands in it subject to the statute of woods; 
nor has the Lord waste within tlie WeaW; tlie timber growing 
thereon Wongs to the tenant. 'nn» latter custoin of cKcluding 
the Lord frohi tlie Waste, is called land^feemgef 
Tlw' Weald, when slewed from the adjoining Ijjlls, whicli com- 
-:-i*;d the whole e\teiit, exhibits a most delightful land rape, iii- 
terspeiM'd with small emimiues, ’^hly rultiinted, and auimated 
by fam^bonses, vats and silhigcs, pioinkuously scattered among 
;„.seri»g oaks, ami olhei trees, Hie soil i» princiiKilly clay, with 
asulH>tra(um of marie- m some plaies strong and heaiy, but in 
ethers so {iliant, that tlie plotigiiiug is [lerforuieii by oxen, unshod. 
Tlie other soils are sanil, ha/eloiiotiid, and gravel; but those do 
not exist in any quantity. Tlie pandj of Belbetsdcu is celebrated 
for 4 variegated lime-stone, tailed Belhtrsden iiiarhle: in the jwrts 
ailjacent to Sussex, much irou-stoue is obtained, \thcaf, oats, 
barltw, rye-gtnss, closer, toliii|)s, and beans, arc among the chief 
* .iH-liir^cms of this district. the pastures arc also scry rich -and 

■.d Kismi iiun)hen> of cwttle are annually fattened in them. 

I he higfn|fa^ in tlds district are in general \iiy indifferent, and 
frequently inqmstiiblc for carriages, even in tolerable weather; in 
winter, even horses cannot Jceq> tlie main roads, but aie obliged 
- • aluof the hawow paved tracts that have been fouui'd at 

» an extensive level tiact of ri<h marsh 

and in iftelf coinprchending about 
ni*n nixirriiiml, ns ii frequcutly IS, ill connection 
‘•■idci adjoins it on the soutli-west, and 
■«with tlie latlei on tlie south-east, it 
■ l'i'«e are onf iiied in 
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jdss Blaab m tl i*i w«sl» ecuni)k»«K n^est most of 




iiss s^usiful ^tp^amioe of these leveb fe the «H»mer season, 
..bca the siife suiface is dodietl wWi kwMriNt vcrtiare, mid co- 
TCTvil with numerous flocks of ah^^ khd dvoees of cattle, ctmnol 
foil to ex<^e ronnderahie interest io 4ver^ ohsemr. ENnjton, 
who may be regarded as the most ]^ures<{ae (and most flmche!, 
perhaps) of our old poets, describe tfae Man^ tus a female ena> 
raoured a( the beauties of tbe river Rotber; and 


Appearing to the flood, most bravely like a Queen i 
Clad all fom head to foot, n> gaudy summer's green 
Her mantle rkhly wmoght with sundry fiow'rs and weeds j 
Her moistful temples bound with wreaths of quiv’nng reeds} 

And on her loins i frock, w'lth many a swelitng piau, 

Imbow’d with svell-sprud horse, large sheep, and full-fed neat j 
With sdlJages amongst, oft posvtbered here and there. 

With lakes and lesser fords, to mitigate the heat 
In summer, when the fly doth prick the gaddmg neat. 

PoiV-OLBiOH, Songjtviii. 

Tbe Marsh is defended agamst the violeiice of tbe sea bj' an 
immense wall of earth, of vast strmigth, called Diuidhoreb Wall, 
extending in length somewhat more than three nula. Tbib nail 
is the jsole barrier that prevents the sea i&om oversowing the 
whole extent of the level; and as it is for the getmtal saS^, so 
“ h it supported,” says Masted, ** as welt as tbe three fpfid aiiuco^ 
through it, which tu« for the general drainage of tbe mandies, by 
scots levied over |be whede of it: but tbe mteijlnr dmiaii^, «bkh 
is portioned not mto a number of dit^enu, nulM waimangs, is 
provided with sewers, and biaintanied at fhe expense of tbs selec¬ 
tive land-iiotders, by a scot nosed n^paiwhely oo e^ * '*» 
don to tbe extmt of dwar own watering. 

la that proportiou Mardiet wWiit) 'Iht ms':'"*;*- are 
pieheuded tfae two. ffiptate towns of Bln ' I Iff Hi i’ eiwu 
and sixteen other j The kirii.vin 

by ditches, ami ■ 
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as 

the JIanhw feicetl «ffj tibijMsH of whM» bang remaricablj <Je% 
makes trowlMog wn'thasi vwj? irfter fte k^t raiu. Ex¬ 

cepting the villages, wtiich coniiif of but« mj lew bouses, sta&d- 
hig close round tbe (bon:beSt are hardly any otliers inter¬ 
spersed in it, aitd moat of Uieee are vety mean, the mh^itanta 
ate cinefly such as am hired to took alt«r tbe gtoands and cattie; 
tiw owners and occupiers of wbichi lire in g«>eral in the neigh¬ 
bouring towns, or tipLmd eotmtty.* 

The soil of these spMOOS levels has been almost wholly dc{)o- 
sited h) the sea, and principally consists of a fine, soft, ikh loam 
and clay, with a greater or less proportion of sea-sai^ i leimhed. 
The snlr-soil consists of alternate Lyers of sand and claj, with sc«t. 
beach ocmskmaliy intcn^iing. {n many places tbroughoot tlie 
Marsh, at the depth of thiee or four feet, have been trequently 
dug up oak leava, acorns, ike. togellief with large trees lying 
along in difiereat directions, some across each other; soiuenji- 
peanng with the roots to them, as if overtnmed by a storm, or 
otliei convttbion of nature; and other* as if cut down with an axe, 
or sl'Br{) insiitunent; tbe color being as black, and die wood as 
hard, asebony.f 

These Mardres m ahnost entirely appropriated to the graang 
and Ihtteniug irf dirispaud cattle, bat chiedy to tlie formm’, whuh 
in kimaisi'quantities; tiiidrninilicr, per- 
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l)pr: and thcv remain wHb tliem nlmut five weeks. Tlie ewes live 
entirel.v on tk* grass, without hay, duii]^ the winter; though 
jnfkep $now» tlie;^ lose fiesb, a»«l sometimes b^me scry poor 
by tiieir yeaning time. This Marsh produces many twins; but a 
great mmiher ate lost; so tlat most grariers owsider their crop 
not a had one, if tlu^ wean os many iambs as they put ewes to 
ram. 'Fite Irnnhs are weaned the first or second week in Auj^ust, 
and very «?on flfier pwt out to keep to the upland farmers of 
the cotratj', where tlmy remmn till die filih of April,* at from two 
to three shiiiiitgs per score per week. When they return to the 
Mni.sh, Ui^ Ore put on the |«>orcst lami, or on siicli tichk as want 
impioveiueitt by l»rd sloekhig, which is heie called legging a field, 
and is lield to be of great service,'' Tliey me afiemards distfilm- 
ted over the fields in proportion to tlie itclmess of the feed, and 
to the nuBjber wjikh it»,judged each fieid will luaintain froft the 
IjcgiimiMg of April till August; which varies, on the aventge, from 
five to twelve per acre. In auf onm the wether legs “ are temoved 
to the fating, and the ewe tegs t« the breeding, grouiKb, among 
tin* two and time yearling ewes. Tim wctiim remain till the 
.miy or Angyst following, when, as tltey bwnte fet, they an- 
taken out, mid sold either to the dealers at the Man»h markets, or 
tx) thasa'of Smithfield. Urn two yeatlhig^wethto, when fiat at 
tlijs season, weigh fiom twenty to tiventy^^it pounds pair ^^**1*- 
feti of tlMS md 1 t<?d, w feiv pnuiKts mou. 
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by no mean*i so large as those of LincohuJibe, and the lower parts 
of Norfolk. 11«e wool is very fine and long; the pioduce from 
eafh sheep, on an average, Is estimated at five iwuihIs; and the 
whole quantity atraually proeluced at ahont 4600 packs. 1'beaia- 
hle lands, thdhgh of iiiconsidmble extent, are extremely produc¬ 
tive in wheat, beans, andjteas; andhavcbeensomewhatiiicTease«l 
eft* late years, owing to the smsd! eonipositicm that is exacted in lieu 
of tythes. 

llomney Kfarsh has generally been eonsidered as unhealthy; and 
pr(>bably this belief has o]H'rated to keep it thinly peopieti. Lam- 
hard dcsrrihes the air, as ‘bad iu winter, worse in summer, and 
at 11(1 time good, tit only lor tbOic last herds of cattle wbicb feed 
all over it.’ Latterly, however, its sanative (pialitics base been 
greatly improved; a change attributed to tite attention that has 
been given to keep the ditches fiee from siagniml and putrid watei. 

The tract projicrly tailed iVtthnd HJunh, is divided from Jioin- 
ney Marsh by the embankment mmied the I{be(‘.4Vall, and evleuds 
ahoid four mfles in breadth, and live in length. The general le¬ 
vel is liere somewhat lower tlmii iu Romney Marsh; a chcumstance 
which, jointly with some defe<ds m the drainage, octMsions many 
. 1 ) rCs to be covered tvith water during great part of tlw year. The 
soil, Uovever, is extremely rich and fertile, mid large cattle are 
I'atteia 'titv ('ui’ji't the .snmmer. Tin sheep are of the same 
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Tli« Manufitciures carried «M iii Kent are taiions tbougli not 
particulariy extensive, tlie Clothing trade, which oiice gave 
eBipi<^eut to great nuniWrs of its inhabitauts, is now nearly for- 
gotten in the comity. At Canterbury, niusliib, brotaded silks, 
and stockings, are made; at Deptford and Whitstable, are large 
copperas works; at Stonar, in tlie Isle of Thauet, and likewise in 
the Isle of Graine, salt b inanofiictured; at Osprioge, is an ex¬ 
tensive nuuiufactory for gunpowder, erected by Ooveninient; aud 
there is also another, near Dartfonl, in private hands; b the 
Weald, bordering on Sussex, are various iron fuiiiaccs; and at 
Dartford, and Crayford, are mills for the manufacturing of iron; 
at the latter place also, are extensive works for the printing of ett- 
licoes, and spacious grounds for the bleaching of linens; at Seven- 
oaks are large silk mills; and at Boxiey, near Maidstone, “is 
the most extensive and curious manufacture of ^[let, perhaps, in 
Europe paper is also made in the neiglibourhooil of Dartford, 
and of some other places. Hie varioas Dock-Yards, at Deptford, 
Woolwkb, Chatham, &c. giv’e employment to muuerons artisans 
in all the different branches of naval affairs; dbip-building is also 
carried on at other places on the sea-coast. 

Tlie Religious Hotoas in Kent were numerous, and their net 
annual income, at the periods of danr dis.s(dution, amounted to 
POOOI. Among them were two AbbieS, three Priories, and five 
Nunneries, of the Benedwtioe Order; of the Clunbc, one Priory, 
of the Cisteiiaan, one Abtn i ; of ’5i r? '» Cifiona, five CoUesjes, 
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towards Shootcr^sHill, nearly in the direction of the present road. 
On Bexley Heath it becomes )filaioIy visible, directing its coarse 
south south-east to Crajford, where, or rwar which, Somuer, 
Burton, 'Jliorpe, and some other writers, have placed the No- 
viOMAOUb of* the Eomans; though it docs not aj::^ar tliat any 
anti(]uitics, coins, or other remains, have been discovered, to sup- 
|Wrt this opinion. Itnleed, the exact sitnation of this station lias 
been nmcli contested; Camden places it at IVwdcot, hi Surrey ; 
others have’fixed It near ICestm, in this county, where is a very 
large Roman Camp, that it was ui this county is pretty evident 
fiom the distances of tiieItinerary, yet those distances •.'III not ad- 
inil of this indiig the place, so tiiat its real sitnathm is still dis¬ 
putable, The Watling Slieet, ha\ing proceeded to Dartford, 
“ shews itself very con^ncuously on the south side of tlie high road 
between Durtibrd and the Brent, and wlien it lomes to the latter, 
it ‘hapes its course more to flic south soulleeasl, leaving the high 
road at a greater distance on the left, atid euteriog among the in- 
closures and woods, in its way to a hamlet, called Stonnsood" 
Tliis lies to the r^it of Swanscoinhe, where some writers have 
placed tlie VAaNiACS of Autonuius, wliich Camden had fixed at 
Maidstone, and Horsley removed to Northfl»»t. Thorpe, how¬ 
ever, iqi^rently on better grounds, assigns it to SouthfleH, where 
imrchcdcom, Roman corns, a Roman mililarx, thetbaudationsof a 
mausokum, with a sarcopliagus containiiig glass urns inclosing human 
remains, a gold chain, an elegant sandal, &c. have bemt dug up at 
dltTerent thnesi and from wbiefa place the Roman road proceeded by 
Shiuglewell, and Cobham Paris, to Rovhater.* This city was the 
or DcrsoBKtvjs, of the Romans; and here the Wat- 
Street, emsaed the Medway, and contimiing up Chatham flill, 
1 ■•ccwed w lissriy the same tract*as the present high rmid to 
'nil (Site lloteffl-, Battely, Hiorpe, and otliers, have 
■ t,'i, At w of the Itmerary, which C^deii supposes 
. V’iid, at Milton, or Faversltam; Hots- 
ShtiiiglKmie^ tnd Rymp 
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in a!tno!.t a dimt Uuo. hy Sittiitghorne, BaiKhild, Beitci»i lliit, 
Stmiie, Jtuide Ilili, an* reotains of a sUrong Rotnauf 

and iiougliton Street, acn)Sii llajddeclnwn, to Canteibuiy, 
llie lujdouUied DpRovEENi'M of tlie Itinciaiy. Hence it jwo- 
cectlcd in a soutlMjaht direction, bot in a straight lihe, across Bar* 
ham Dovrib to Dover, tiie DuBitts of tite Boniaus; ami at that 
sfaijon it lenHinafed.* 

Several otlier Komtm If'aj/s have intersected Uiis county in diftc- 
rent jxtrtsi of these, two ap|H’ur to have led from Canteihurj to- 
wanK the statioite railed Ueoi.|.bu m, or Reculvtr, and iU ri - 
or Hkhborovi'ht vvlrich stations eoiuinamlcd tlie opimiile 
eufrancftH of the Roman Haven, called PoUTt’S UtiTUPENSi*!. 
A third Roman Road, which still bears Uie name of the Sioite H « v, 
i.e. Via Strata, run fromCanterhury, nearly due souUi, to Lmnr, 
the Roman Pobti-s LfiM.v.vis, so called from its being at the 
ancient ntouth of the river Limnc, now the Rather, This road 
vvib interserterl l^elow the village of Lrmiage, or Limuiste, by 
another Roman Way, that terminated at what is now called Suit- 
uoad Cattle, where the Romans Irad a fort, built, according to 
Dr. (tale, to d<tend the Port of Ilylhe, alter the Portus l.a;iuauis 
had been deserted by tlw sea. This latter road ajjjvears to have 
been continued across lire souibern piirt of the iwrish of VVyc, to¬ 
wards Charing, Leiiham, and Aylestbrd; audit seems pr(»bable, 
that it proceeded onwaids by Mailing, towards l,ondon. Some 
vtucr ancienl Ways have been tmeed ii» diflerent jrarts; and with 

who had vari- 
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Hfeirainber of Caitks tliatlwvc Iwn ereclod in Kent Wvory 
consukrable; and many of yet reiiHiiii cither nion* or ]e<><i 
nerfect. Of tlwsc, the itnmcnsc fortrest at Doeer nmy l>e reganl* 
c<l m the principal; and this w now g^arrisoaed with a stroHi{ fon c, 
a< are also several ollicfs on the sea-coast j hut of the Castles 
itiiiic interior of thetounty, are disniaotled, au4 moukkrhig in 
tiiibs. 

TIte principal RiVKlts tljal intersect or howid this count), are 
tlie Thames, the SIcduvt), tlw (freater and Lesser Stourc, the D.i- 
Kiit, the Cray, and the Rave«sbon<e. Tlit* Thames, the Tn- 
mi'ui of Csisar, has a very important iiiiluetjce ou tln^ tii«Je and 
rouiinercc of this cotmfy, which it ^irts on the north side, the cn- 
tiie distance from Deptford to the Note. From Deptford, thif 
‘ iiist of risers,' ns it is called by Camden, ]»asse$ the town and 
ll'^val Uoj^Mlal of Grewraicli; tlie butidiu^s of wliicli, with tlx* 
atijaceut coantiy, comjMJH* a most delightful siew, BMlcpewleiit of 
the heart-felt interest svhich it evcites whim rcganled as the proud 
asylum of the hraw defenders of thdir native land. Hence tlic 
river continues to flow in n Imld sweep to Woolwich, an jm|)ortanl 
Dock-sard and Arsemih and proceeding Itwards Erith, Iws its 
pros|H‘cts eiiricW by the plantations of Belviilere, the elegant scat 
of Lord Fandley. fietween Erith and Lon'js Reach, the Tliaincd 
icivivl's the ouited waters of the Cray and Darent, and roiling 
oimaid in a seroi-cireMlar course, flows In'twimn TilbuJy atai 
(inwesead in a hroswl stream of about a mile over. Tlieuce ra¬ 
pidly increasing in svidtli as it pipceods, R winds throngb the cfaau- 
nel called the Ilo|:>e, and jpoiiog doe eas^, pusses the Isle of 
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rises in BlecWngley I\irisih; and having been joined by several r’dis, 
flows on to Eaton Bridge, Haver Castle, and below 

which it is joined by one of the branches that rise in Su»ex, and 
l>eing augmcided by various smaller streams, proceeds to Tun¬ 
bridge, through a vwy beautiful country. A little*abov’e this town, 
the river sqjafates into several channeis, ilie northernmost of which 
is navigabie, and is again Joined by the other divisions wiflnn 
about two miles below Tunbridge. Thence proceeding to Tw jfoi d 
Bridge and Yalding, it receives the united wafers of the two le- 
maining prmriiuil branches; one of which flows from Waterdown 
Forest, in Sussex, and b swelled by the Bewleand Tiievserivulets, 
end the other of which rises at Goldwcll, near Great Chart, in 
tbb county; this also receives several lesser streams in its progress, 
and b iiKUeased by tlw woters of t!»e former branch above Hunton 
From Yaldmg, the Medway flows in a winding direction to Maid¬ 
stone, and Hieoce in a wildly devious channel, gradually augment¬ 
ing m depth and breadth, it |H>mes its picturesque course to Ro¬ 
chester, where the scenery becomes eminently beauthul. Frocecd- 
ing hence towards Sheerness, it passes Chatham, UiKtor Castle, 
and Gillingham Fort; after which, it greatly increases in width, and 
still preserving its meandering character, flows onward to the 
Thames, which it enters bettVeen the Isles of Grainc and Shepey, 
having first united its waters to those of tlieSWale. Thbimr. 
and its uotnerous tributary streams, are calculated to ovei^ead a 
•urfhee of nearly thii^ square lafles j« the veiy midst of Kent. 
-■! the ccuntfy whkdj it flows thron^i, abounds Wkb most dcliglit- 
The tide fiowsuearl)' ai bigli i' i i dwone; batatRo- 
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for U«c purpose, as long before as the reign of Charles the Second. 
By ibe last act, the undertakers were iucurirorated by the style of 
‘ the Proprietors of the Navigation of tlie River Medway;’ and 
were empowered to raise 30,0001. to complete the work, which 
sum Mis to lie dividi'd into 300 shares, no person being permitted 
to retain more than leu, I’iic trade on this river is veiy great, 
ai»l includes a vast raricty of articles, many of them of the very 
first ncecssily, and whicli, before the navigation was completed, 
((luld only lid obtained by a circuitous land-carriage. 

i’lie Alcdwiiy is jilenlifully stored with fish of various s|)ccies; 
,1 id wii>, in former times, much celebrated fur its s.muou and 
fnirgto.i; the liilter, in particular, were so abundant, thataron- 
'ilci.ililc pait of the revenues of tlic Bidiops of Kodiester were 
il, livct! lioiii a <!uly levied on their sale. They haie now, however, 
III a sreat measure, left the mer, but are still occasionally taken 
of ' oiisiderable bulk,* “ On the Meilway, and in the several creeks 
and wateri lielonging to il, within the jurisdiction of the Corpora- 
iion ot’ Rochester, is an Oys.'ir J’l.skrj/; and the Mayor ard citi- 
Aiis iiold a court once a year, called the Admiralty court, for re- 
t'ul.iliiig this lisliery, and to pieveiil abuses in it." The jurisdio 
tioii uf this court has beeu established uud enforced by two Acts 
of Parliament. 

'I'he (yrcuta- Stowe Iws two priuci|)al branebes, botli of whicli 
ii-e in this county: the first at Well Street, near Leiiham; and 
the oth<‘r among the hills between Liminge and Postling. These 
''Inaim, having had tiicir waters increased by several rivulets, 
uiiilv near Ashford, where cliangiug their course to the north north* 
east, they flow iu one ebannel by Spring-grove Wye. Thence 
pioi eediug through a beautiful country, the Stoure passes several 
viikrges in its way to Canterbury, thrdhgh whidi it again flows m 
a divided stream, and unites a little below the city, Imving formed 
tlirue small islands in its progress. AAerwnrds it proceeds iu a 

VoL. VII. Aug. 1806 . 0 g north-east 

■■ Hasted mentions « sturgeon that was caught in July, 1774, near 
MaiiUtone, and weighed 160 pounds, its-length tieing seven feet, four 
"u-hes. //ist. qfKeiU, rot. L p. 281. 8w. 



454 


KEKT, 


north-ensf mimt lo the Isle of Thanct, where it. enrientiy joined 
the water c ilied f'te iVuntumu^ which separated that Isle Ironi 
the nniin itntt!. and was once so considerable, as to admit vessels 
of ^reat liurth.cn lo pass tiiiongh it in their nay to the Thames, aiul 
thus them a means of avoiding the danger and ioeonvenienfe 
of gniiig rwi’id the North Foreland. Tni.s wafer was navisjahle 
lh'-<>ii<;hoiit, so l.'le as t!ic lime of Hem-y the Eighth, tbon«'!i it 
had continued lo till up through the depositions leit hy the tides 
through a long ronrse of ages. Twyne, who lived in the lalH r part 
of that reign, is (jnolcd try Hasted, as observing, that people were 
(hen living, who had often seen vessels of goort burthen pass to and 
fro upon it, where the water at that period was totally eveliifh d, 
cs|)ecyjy towards the west; all which, he adds, happened ' hecause 
the fresh streams were not sufRcient lo cheek the salt water that 
ehoaked np the channel.'’' The name of the Wantsnine is now 
nearly tost in tlmt of lire Stoiire, which, after directing a branch 
nortti-we,Swar<l liotn Sarre. flows to the ea.st, and is joinetl by 
t!ie Lt&itr Sioure, and thus united, coutiuucs its course between 
tlie Isle and lire maiu land lo Ridilrorough and Sanilwich. In this 
part ot its ctiaiiiicl it flows in a complete semi-circle, south-east and 
by south; but having passed Sandwich, it suddenly winds to lie 
nortti, and fails into tire British Chunnel at IVppcrness. Tln.t 
branrl) whicti directs its way iiorthwanltirom Sarre, takes the 
of tlie and being joined by a stream from Cbislct, 

flows into tlie sea at Newhdven. 

The UsH'r Stotirc rises in the neigliboiirhood of Limtnge, a;, i 
directiii" its course oorlhwaM, has its waters increased by several 
sinall rills, and «oroctiines by a temporary water called tlie Null- 
bourn, which, after epntinued raius, or sudden thaws, issues from 
several springs, and fbrms a strong current. It afterwards flows 
along the western skirts of Barkain Downs, arid passing various 
pleasant villages, im ^^ rlv a parallel litre with (he jQreater Stoure, 
fhlts into that rh^jHKiit a mite beyond Slourraouth; .Bear which,. 
both rivers artSl^osed to have 'andeiittly fiov^ into the Watrt- 

sunie. 


Histoty of Kent. Vol. I. t>, 280. $vo. 



iiime. TIu* Stoinr, «a. niosf prubalih <l Tiv<“(I from 

tiif BiitWi /.'v J>Lvr, thp Water; aii'l nuMy nvcmu(Hlieioiii puts 
<)t’ Britain Inive this iiaiiif. 

Tlx* If'illi/r, Ihrinrrly PiiUrit the }./i,itn , lises at (ir.uel-llill. 
in the parisli <»t‘*R«tlx'rtic!<l, ni‘' usm'n, ai.d llowiii" ea-lwartl, be- 
romes tlic bnutidarv of this touiitv below S.ni(!h((i'>l, iiiul Newcn- 
defl, alter whieli it skirts the south sale of the Isle ol Oxiiex. aixl 
sii(l(tenl> tiirniiu; to tlie south, empties its waters into Bm Ilai- 
houi. This river, in aiwieiit times, Ihnvcd round ti.e north side 
of Ovuey Isle to Apledore, and tlx ire on to Uointiev wlieie 
toriniii!r an hurhout, if csteiided over \ eonsiderahle part of Uom- 
iiev -Maisli, and in that dircrtion lell into the sea; but the waves 
lulling over this tiaet, dinin<» a dveadlid tempest in the reiqn of 
Edward the First, so ’altered the aneient elumnel. that tlie river 
Wits foreed to take a new roiirse, whieh it tlid by forcing a pa-- 
sage into the sea at !tve, lioin Apiedote, 

The 1 >(171 III rises on the borders of tliis comity and Sussex, ticai 
Wtsteiham, wbence flowing to the north-east, it passes Valaixe, 
Urasted, Cbipstetl, and other villages, to lUvei-head, wlioje it 
turns to the noilJ), and m that direction flows past Shorebam, 
Evnsfoitl, iiiid Farniiigbinn, to South Diirent, llencc winding lo 
the north-west, it pivxi'ed.s to Dartfonl, where it IwTonies naviga¬ 
ble for sniivU ciaft, and. uudei the new !'p|M'l!ation of JD.n'roid 
C/il,, flows onwartl to the Thames, which it enters neiir I^tog- 
rtarli, having first havl iis cuneiit enlarged hy the waters of fix- 
^ M' In several parts of its eonrse, the Dareut flows in a divided 
sill am, its batiks funiisiiiiig many beautiful and pittinestjue views 

The <V«ji has its source at Newell, in Oppidgtoii I'lrish, tyd 
flowing almost tluc ixirth. gives iiaiiig to St. Mary fiay, Fanl v 
<'ray. Foot’s Cray, North Cray, and Ciavlord; lH\sond whieh, 
windurg to the iinrtli-easl through Cniyford Mar dies, it fails info 
Darttbrd Creek. 

nie Ravenshountti rises on Kesfon Downs, ne.ir the anewnt Ro¬ 
wan camp, and flowing north north-west, between the jwrishes of 
^Jttyes and Bromley, is augmented hy seveial riviilefs; and pr<) 
•eeding past the pleasant village of Lewisham, recei* e,s aiioUiei 

(j' g •> eonsiderald* 
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ronsiderable increase from a stream that rises in the parisii of 
Beckenham. Beyond this, near Lee, it is joined by the Lee Bourne, 
and flows on to Deptford, where it becomes navigable for lighters, 
and small craft, and shortly afterwards falls into tJie Thames. 

On altering into Kent from the Metropolis, the first place Jliat 
attracts attention is DEBTFORD,' a large, |>opulous, and busy 
town, though not invested with the privilege of a nwiket. Its si¬ 
tuation on the banks of tlie Ruvensboiirne, gave origin to it-. pi<'- 
-senf name, which was aiicienfly s|)elt Depefard, Iroin the deep 
forrl over that riser where the biidge now is. It was also ii.tiiied 
Dtptford Strond, vXms, Wcif (ireonetch; an ajiiK'llatioii that wa> 
afterwards solely appropriated to what is now called the Lowei 
Tovsn, and is included in the I’arish of Deptfoid St. Nkholas: the 
I 'pper Town is in tlwt of Dejitford ‘'t. Paul, wlndi was constituted 
a distinct jiarush in 1730. 

DeptfonI was anciently a small fi.shiiig village, and fontimied ot 
comparatively hut little iinportmiee, till the Royal Doth was e-t.i- 
blisiied here by Henry the Eighth, in the beginniiig of his leigii 
Since that jx'riod, it has jirogressively increased; and its popula¬ 
tion, as Mr. Lysons has before observe*!, has augmented in llie 
|>roportiou of twenty to one within the last two centurie.s; though 
a considerable oheck was given to its increase in l66o, and Itititi, 
during which years nearly 900 (lersons died here of the Vhu’a • 

Tlie Manor of Deptford was given, by William the Coiitpu iitt, 
to Clilbert de Magoimot, wdio made it the head of his barony, and 
erected a Castle here, every part of which has been long since buri¬ 
ed in its own nuns.* His great grandson, Wakelin dc Magnimot, 
dymg witliout issue, in Ityi, tins Manor devolved to liis sister and 
coheiress, Alice, wife of Geoffrey de Say, who granted it to the 
Knights Templars; but bis son Geoffrey recovered it, by giving 
tbc Temidars the h^to^^Sadlesconibe, in Sussex, in exchange. 
His descendant, Say, in the eighth of Edward tlie 

Hiird, obtaiued^pP^f free warren for this and other lordshiiw, 
then in his puiffi^»*^nd dying in 1359, >vas succeeded by Wil¬ 
liam 
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liain tl<* Say, whose daughter, ElizaWth, herame heires*! on tlie 
decease of her brother, a utiitor, in l‘!82. Siie married, first, 
s,ir John dc Fallesley; and secondly, Sir William Heron, Knt. 
who, in the nineteenth of Richard the Second, with bis w ite, by 
the apitellatioii of Eii/abeth, Lady Say, “ lesied a fine on this 
and all their othei manors and lands in Kent, to the use of fhent- 
sels’^s and their heirs male, with remainder to the right lieirs of the 
said Eh/al»eth.” On this lady dyuig svithout issue in 1402, Sir 
William Clmltiii, and others, rejiresentatises oJ'William de Say, 
uere found to he her heiis; and th“y ajijiear to hat e sold this 
Manor to Sii John I’Iniiji, lunl Alice, h-s wile. It vtas altentaids 
piwsessid by Edmund Moitimer, Rail of March, and suhsec|uent- 
ly to his dcMtli, by William de la I’ole, Duke of Sutlulk, whose 
grandson, John, Earl of l.incoln, bud possession in his fathei’s 
life tune, and wa» slam !i( the battle of‘stoke.near Newaik. fighting 
on tiie pait of Ihellouseof\oik. His est.ites being thus forfeited, 
tills Manor was granted, hy Henry the Sesenth. i*. Oliscr St. John, 
and was possessed hy his family during three gem rations. but it 
afterwards nseited to the ('town, and was sold, by order of tJie 
Pdiliameiit, in ]6'50. to ditlereut ‘ ereditois of the Stiitc:’* on the 
Ristoration, it was resumed by, and is still se'ted in, tlie Crown. 

The Maiioi-House of t)e|»t*c>nl, with its sunoundiiig estate, 
which h.id obtained the name of Saves Cm m, fiom its liasiiig 
been so long in Id hy the Says, was granted for a ceituhi term to 
Sir Uichaid Btowne, about the latter end of the reign of Eliaabetli; 
and to his grandsonj tlie site ol' Sayes Court, with about sixty 
aeu's of land, was coiifirined by the Parliament, when the Manor 
of Deptford was stdd in KijO. In the following.year, if became 
the rcsideiiee of John Evelyn, Esq. the celebrated author of the 
Sj/ha, who hail iiianicd Mary, daughter and heiress to Sir 
Richard Brown, the younger; and to iiiin, in the year KiO'a, 
Charles the Second granted a new lease of Sayes Court, and its 
sppurlenancfis in Def^ford, for the tenn of ninety-imie years, at a 
reserved annual rent of twenty-two shillings and sixpence. This 
g«ullcinan passed much of Ids time in retirement ‘ at this his fa- 
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xorilc spot, studjitig the prHclinil part of jpirdfning, the culluie 
of trees, am! the propagation of timber. His gardens at this place 
arc said to have been liic wonder and admiration of tlje greatest 
ami n)Ost judicious men of bis time; in tlie life of Lord Keeper 
(iuildlbni, they arc descrif.ed as ‘ most bosraresojm'; being, as it 
rM're, an »'xamir!ar of his book of forest trees,”' Tlic' severe frost of 
tli<; v\inter of iln- scar l()S2, <lid considerable ilamage here; Iwt a 
mote com[)!ete lUstniction was made, by I'ttir the Gnut, to whom 
Mr. Evelyn lent Ids bouse and gromnls, wbil.st [le vVas oblm'iiiiig a 
Knowledge of tim science :iiid praetkeof iiava! arebitccture in tfic ad- 
joiiiiiig Dock-yard, in Kipi;. Tin- pursuits of the Dzer were not eon- 
gonial to those of the auliiur of the Sylva, and lie uugratefniiy for¬ 
got the attentions that were due to the taste ol'a man who had re¬ 
linquished Ills own id'.ode, tin- iieotlnn's eonvenienre. In one of the 
later editions of iheSyba, published in IrOt, Mr. Evelyn .speaks 
with great enfliusiasnj, of an “impregnable hedge of holly, 4.0(1 feet 
in length, nine feet high, and live in diameter,” which, be conti¬ 
nues, “ I ran .still shew in my now ruined garticn m .Sayes Court, 
(Jiumks to the Czar of Mtisrovy,) at any lime of the year, glitter¬ 
ing with its armed and variiished leaves; the taller standards, at 
oiderly distances, lilushing with their natural coral! It niock.s the 
rudest assaults of the vvciiilier, beasts, or hedge-breakers—-Jit iUuin 
nano mj>unt! Mr. Evelyn (lk*d in t/OO’. The bouse and 

gardens were afterwards entirely Hegkrf«l; and there i.s ne.t 
now the least trace of eitlrer: the present Workhouse vi-m buill 
on the site of the former in the year 172.0. The estate, howe\* r. 
which includes the site of the Victualling Mouse, and of Dndnum's 
Dock-yard, is .s^ill vcsterl in tJic Evelyns, it having hc*en granted, 

by 


"* Lyserns' Environs, Vo!. IV. p. 303 . 
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has represented the Czar as taking pleasure by be.u>4 
this hedge in a barrow,; but Mr. Lysons concludes, 
n’s descrip! ion of his holly, and from the exulting nwn- 
le speaks of its being proof against the rudest hedge- 
feter rather clwse any other hedge than this for his 



KENT. 


A5$ 

by Geer^ Hie Fir?t, in the yevir ir2fi, lo the Tail of (JololpJiin, 
ami oHim, lu for §ir JohiiEvilju, Bait win'•o i>rd.idsuii, 
Sir Freiieiic Evehn, B.«t. of \\oUou, hi Suru-y, h l!w jmseut 

OWlM't. 

In tiie registpi* of De|jl(oid St. ^iclioias, a lanieiit.ihle lae is re- 
(oideil to ha]>pt iied at Deptiord, ui the year l6 )2, ami iiine- 
fee«i \eir!i ai)etuaid'>, the Lower loviri was mundaUil In a jrreat 
flomJ, winch rose to the Imulit ot Itii feet iii llie s'leils neai the 
rnir, so thai*tlie mhahitaiits weie ohliKtd to utiie to the I ppu 
IivHo ill IkuIs lilt t'<l)oi im^ i.iaisiuswere also ottitlowid at 
the same tiKH .ml ilmut 7 (m> sluei> wifiia ttHatmimti i ofoven, 
lows, iStc thsiKAi I II ilmshfd nhtts, tlial Sn 'JiioiutsUvat 
lay 1 ti’s’lil am! a das at l)i jitiutd, with hisaiiin at tin x i Ij'j i 

riie Uo¥AL IJ<)( k, or ki 1 J, as a hwa'ls leui 1 1, 
fiofti wliuh the intwiit lous* |u< iwe of Dipth id 1 < » pii .cipn y 
:ni»en. was establisiKni In iJt n Im iaj, t!i, about lie hi;;i»i.m" 
ot his reitjii, hut it li is Im n "u tlK till «•;( I ai d iiiipitnt 1 since 
tint iierioit All Its toiimus aie ni nia^ul umU i ilit innm dia'e 
' 1 IN (tmii ot the Xavy iwMiil the i< silt i.t oflueis .leaL'cik ol 
the Cheque, a Stonkxpti, a ftJ.ish i hhipwnaht, ami 1 1 \ssiv 
taiifs, a Clerk ot the ^un<^ a SI nlei Vle'iiia*, a''ui,.tou. 
tmi sarious iiiltrior intin rs i’lm iinmht rot .iitiiiiii* ami 1 ’ ox i 
now employed here is about l itU oicii ml i is st , i i i, ■ i 
giooral nunibci w upwaidi tf lOi'O. 

The whole estcut ol the Sard imlodes about tints oiu i!U‘, 
wliiih are oiittpied in sano'i buiUlisiL's, two wet ilrnks a ih ubk 
and a gmgle one, tliiie slips for men oi wai abioii, two ,< st 
ponds; a inodtl loll, umt Loises, a huge siydn sho > I'l 
about twenty foiges tor amhon, sheds Im timiiti, s\t J) ‘J 
&ore-i/oHie js a qmdiaujin’ai pk, du(fap|>iats lo bait nui iso 1 
ongiiudly only oi tlaf tange on llie nortiiside, wIkm, oinvlu.twas 
formerly the iroirt ot the l>ii.l*ling, n tin dde lit', iivel'ici with 
Hie uutMlii I}. R. tn a rypber, and tlieletUis tor fnnn 

Chnui. The butidnigs on the ea t, wisl, ami soutii sides ol tin 
quadntugle, base been erected at dilieieut times, amludouhn 
front, towards the north, was addei' in 1721. Auothei stou 
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hoase, parallel to the above, and of the aame length, having sail 
and rij^ng lofts, M'as coni]:detcd a few j^ars ago: and there is 
also a long range of smaller store'hooses, that was built under the 
direction of Sir Charles Middleton, about the year 1780. The 
other buildings consist of various work-shops, au*d houses for the 
officers. Opposite to the Yard, affixed to the side of a vessel lying 
at anchor in the river, is a curious machine for removing and hd?!vt- 
ing masts. Among the ships now in commission, that were built 
ill this Yard, are the Windsor Castle, and the Neptune, two scry 
fine second rates, of ninety-eight guns each: the Bombay, of se¬ 
venty-four, and the Queen Charlotte, a first rate, of tlOgunn, 
are now building here; and several frigates arc litluig, or undergo¬ 
ing rqiair. 

On the fourth of April, 1J81, Queen Eli/idieth visited the ce¬ 
lebrated Drake, whom Lloyd quaintly describes as ‘ one of ll«* 
first that put a sea-ginlle aliout the world,’* at Deptford; and 
having diued aboard his ship, coiiferreil on him the honor of knight¬ 
hood, and gave him the JVorld in a Ship for las arms. Ills vessel 
was afterwards laid up in this Yard, by the Queeu's ordcis, in im - 
mory of his haviug first enconqvassed the glolie; and it icmained 
here many years; but was at length broken up; and |)art of the 
timbers being formed into an litbou' Chair, it was given to the 
Duiversity of Oxford, where it is yet preserved. 

At a short distam'e from the Kiiie's Yard, on the north, hut 
close to the river side, is the \ u:Tt’At.i,iNo Office, ,sometiin> - 
called the lied IJottst, from its standing on the site of a large langi' 
of store-houses, constructed vvitli red bricks, which was burnt down 
ill July, avd all its stoics consumed. It was afterwanis rc- 

In^t, and included in tlie grant of Sayes Court, to Sir John Eve¬ 
lyn, inircfi; and was then’destribed as 870 feet in length, thirty- 
five wide, and routaiiiiiig tOO warehouses. Tlie.se premises were 
for some time rented by tlic East India Com|Kiuy; but being le- 
purchased of the Evelyns by the Ciovvii, a new Vktualling House 
was built on the .spot in 174b, to repkee the old VictuallingOffio’ 

ou 
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en Tower Hill, Ute lease of whicli was then nearly expired. Tlii» 
new building was also consumed by an accidental fire, in 174}?, 
with great quantities of stores and provisions. The iuimense pile 
which now forms the Victualling tlllice, has been erected at dif¬ 
ferent times siftce that period; and consists of many ranges of 
building, appropriated to the various establishments nt*cessary in 
tllh important concern of victuariing the nasy. Besides store-houses 
of various kinds, anrl dwelling houses for the principal and iiif<‘ri<»r 
officers, it contains a wind-mill for grinding corn, with granarie.s, 
and bake-houses for making biscuit, an extensive cootwrage, and 
brew-house, .sjracions slaughtering houses, and houses tor curing 
beef, |>ork, ^c. The whole presents an iiiteresfiugspeetacle; and 
the good order ainl skill obscisahle in Ihc diliVrent departments, 
merit every roininendati<»n. 

Besides the King's Yard, there are two large private Docks for 
.ship-building at Dcptfoid, called l>i«lii,an'.s and liurnan/'x; 
vsherc men of war of sesciily-l’our guns aje sometimes builtj fvso 
.sliips of this force, to be naincd liie Iloyal Oak, and the .Sultan, 
are now buihiiiig u« the former V.ird ; and one. the RIarlborongh, 
of the ssutie sittc, in the latte r. Dudman’s Dock-jaid bt longs to 
Sir Ficderic Fnehn, and i‘. (hsciihed in flic gnii.t to .Sir John Eve- 
l)n, his predecessor, as ‘ hasing a great depth t>f water, and as he- 
iug the best private Dock upon the riser.' 

DeptfonI contains tsvo Churches; the ohiest is dcdicatevl to St. 
Nicholas, Ihim time iumicuiorial, the patron of sca-lai iiig men; 
jitd the other to,St. Paul. Hi, Nkhuluh's Church coasist.sof a nave, 

chancel, 


“ During Cromwell's imirpation, a project ss'as set on foot by Sir 
Nicholas Crispe, of making a inok' at Dfjiilord, for the luthour of WOO 
sail or more, to ride in scieuteou or eigiitcca fw-t svaier, ssithout cable 
or anchor. The demesne lands of the Manor, being ai'out 200 acres, 
lying nosv within tlie Parish of tii. raiil, were pincliased lor that pur¬ 
pose* at the price of tiOOol. and a considerable sum ot money was ex¬ 
pended in tHnpeting storehouses, and setting, up a sluice. A Iter" the Jle- 
storatioB, &r Nicholas Crispe, joiii'uig ssitli the Duke i.l (Juiioiid, the 
Earl of Uatb, and others who were unbarked withjiim in tliisundertak- , 

1 ing. 
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chancel, and aisles, wifh an embattled tower of flint and stone, of 
a date louj; prior to the body of the fabric; which was rebtiilt in 
1697 , on arc<>utit of the great increase of mhabitaiits: from the 
same cause the old Church had been mnch cnlargc<l about the 
year It'Ot), chieilj at the cx|ieiise of (he East Intlia-Ctmipany, and 
of Sir ItnsscI, Tieasurer of liie Navy. The inonumeuts, 

and .spj)iik !ira! in-cripiioiis. are lutmcrons, and rnatry of them ws. 
cord the meniorv >>f jH;rsons of cciehrity. In the ehatuef, 'against 
the n<>rlii wall, v»ithin the. recc's tor tin; altar, is the hiomunent of 
Capt.mn Eow aki) fi-.N !<>N, oho artoiiipas'.ied Sir >.lartii) Fro¬ 
bisher in his second and liiiid vosauc', and iiad hiOecU the coni- 
inaiid of au expcdilioa tor the diMOM’iy of a norlh-ucst passage; 
during wliich, he <leicat<’d a Sparndi sipradron, and sunk the Vice* 
Admiral's ship; he also again displayed iii.s raior in the eugage- 
nieiit with the Sjiaiiish Armada, wiun he was Captain to the Ad¬ 
miral: lie died ill Kin.}. Near this is a tahh i mserihed to llENRV 
lloGEK IJoYtK, eiliest son to Kkhard, Earl of Cinke. who died 
at a school in D- ptiord, in Ihi.}; ami a neat Uiura! motiumenl 
erected “to the inetnorv of {'.EOitGE SuELvdcKi-', Ewp iati 
Secretary of the (tcncral Ih.-t OiTice, and F. H. S. who, at a\eiy 
early (Mirirwl ol life, utteiiih d lus tather in a voyage roitnd thc 
world, during the course of ahirh, he rtniarkably experienced the 
protection of Ditiue Prmificncc, and ever retained a most grate¬ 
ful remembnmee titcieoi, lie died the twelfth ot .M'arch, 17f>0, 
and is huritsi with his lallicr.’ The tomb of the hitler, Captain 
Gi|ORGF Shelvoi ke, is near the east end of the cti'aiicek on 
the outside; lie was descended of au ancient Shropsliire family: 
and bred to die .sea service under Admiral Benbow. In the years 

1719, 

ing, petitioned Charles the Second to grant them the land $0 pur¬ 
chased, ia fte fariDi and it was stated iu the petttionj that Sr Nicho¬ 
las had forrried this project principally with a view of tograiiating him¬ 
self with the then ruling powers, that he might die better witch a fa¬ 
vorable opportunity of bringing about liis Majesty'* testorMiott.'’* 'I'hc 
petition was not successful, and design was relinquished- 

Lysom' Environ*, Fol. IV, u. Sfe*. Sait from iDbeumen^ in the 

Land Revenue Office. 
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20 , 21, ami 22, he cuciin«iavi<;ate<I Jlie world; wlikli, ac- 
rording to the inscription on his tomb, “ he most vvoiKU rfully, 
and to tJje great loss of the Spaniards, completed; though in the 
midst of it, he had the luisforlune to suffer sl»ij>wr('ck upon Ua; 
Island of Juan Fernandez.—He died in jSoventber, 17-J'2, in the 
sixty-seventh year of his age."* Against I lie east wall, to tiie north 
the altar recess, is the monument of Pei kk Pett, Esq. a 
master shipwright iu the King’s Yard, whose family were long dis¬ 
tinguished Ihr their .superior talents in .shitv-buildiug; and w ho was 
himi,elf, according to the hiscrqithm, the lirst inventor of that use¬ 
ful shi|» of war, a i-'Wgn/e.- he <Ucd in July, 1(),}2, ithe age of 
sixty. On the opposite wall is a muni! nionumeiit, witli a long in¬ 
scription, iu memory of SiR Ivinivuii Bkowne, Knt. of 
Sayes Court, who was “ Governor of the 1,'aited Metheila:ul>, 
aud was afterwards, by Queen Elizabeth, nuutc Clerk of tlic 
Green Cloth, in whicli bouourable otSee he confinuod under King 
Jame.s, till the time of bis death, in May, 1004, aged sixtv-live 
years;" of Chbistoeher Bi?ov\ ne, Emj. iii» .;on, wi.o died iu 
March, J6’43, at the age of seventy ; of Sir Uich-VIU) Drowne, 
Knt. and Bart. “ only sou of i.'hristopher and of ilu-ir re>j>e<'- 
tive wives. The latter Sir Richard was a CJ cut Ionian of the Privy 
Cliauilier to Charles tiie Fii',st, aud Ambassador at the court of 
Franco, from the conimeiiceuient of the Cnil W ar till the Resto¬ 
ration ; he was afterwards Clerk of the Council to Charles the Se- 
eoiid, :uid died at the age of sevenly-eight, in Fe bruary, 16\S2, 3. 
.Many oUier monuments ami inscriptions are in this Church: uiuoiig 
them, a slab in the pavement of the north aisle maiks tin; burial- 
place of Mr, John Benbow, eldest son ofjhe !.;.iihmt Admiral 
Denbow, who died at the age of twenW-^eu it, iiiMowmbei. i708, 
'Ibis gcntlcnian wrote a large work, iiilituted ‘ A coiiiplete .Ac¬ 
count of tlie South !‘art of the Island of .Madaga.st ar,’ on which 
kslaiui lie was shiitwrecked whilst a Male ou bourd the Degrave 

East 

** A Narrative of his Voyage round the W'orkl, was puiiridu d f>v 
himself, in Fil/O, in one volume Kvo. ;.nd a later edilkm war. pubiid.wl 
by his soii^ who \yas one of the compilers ot ihc Universal iiiston. 
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East Imiiaman, in 1/02, and, according to his biographer, “ob¬ 
liged, after many dismal and dangerous adventures, to live with, 
and after the manner of, the Indians.”* 

The register of this parish, under tlie date of November 8, 

15/0, records the baptisni of Phinkas Pett, afterwards the 

celebrated ship-buihler to James the First, and Charles the First, 

from whose manuscript of his own life, some iuteresting extraeft 

were, published in the twelfth volume of the Arclneologia. In 

« 

to'37, be built the ‘ Sovereign of the .Seas,’ the largest ship that 
had then been seen in Eiigland, and which was pierced tor upwards 
of l6'0 guns. He, is supjmsed to have heen buried in ]{i4r7, at 
Chatham, where the following entry apjjearsin the register; ‘ Phincas 
Pette, Esq. and Captain, buried .‘\ngnst 21, l6'47’. Among the 
instaiices of Longii-iii/ recorded here, are Maudlin Augur, buried 
in Derember, l670, aged lOh'; Katherine Perry, buried iu Decem¬ 
ber, lb?6', ‘by her own report, 110 years old ;’ .Sarah Mayo, burietl 
in August, 1705, aged 102; and Elizabeth Wibom, buried in De¬ 
cember, 1714, in her 101st year. 

St. Paul's Church is a haud.sonie stone fabric, erected somewliat 
I>efore the year 1/30, under the provisions of certain Acts passed 
in the ninth and tenth yrars of Queen Anne, for the btiilding of 
fifty new Churches in an<l near LowUni. It consists of a nave, 
chancel, and aisles; with a well-proportioned spire at the west end: 
the roof is sustained by columns of the Corinthian order; the jiews 
are of Dutch oak, ami the whole interior is neatly fitted up. On 
the north side of the altar, against the east wall, is an elegant mu¬ 
ral monument, by Nollckins, “ in memory of James Sayek, Esq. 
Vice-Admiral of tho White, son of Jolin Sajer, and Katherine, his 
wife, one of tl»e daughters and co-heirs of Rear Admiral Robert 
Hughes, and Lydia, hi.s w ite,* who all lie buried in the old Church 
of this town, with many of their issue. He first planted tlic Bri¬ 
tish standard in the Island of Tobago. In tlte war of 1756, be 
led the attacks, both at the taking of Senegal aud Ooree; and was 

commander 

* Biographia Britatmica, Article, Senbow: the Aceount of Madagasca- 
was never pohiuhed. 
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comniander In chief off tlie French coast at Belle Isle, at the time 
of making the peace of 1763. He <lie<i on the twenty-ninth of 
October, .1776, aged fifty-six years." On the south side of the 
chancel is a sumptuous monument, displaying a sarcophagus, sur¬ 
mounted by a large urn of statuary marble, partly covered with a 
mantle, in memory of Matthew Finch, Gent, who died in 
March, 1745, agctl seventy: and on the north side is anoflicr 
splendid monument in commemoration of Mary Finch, daughter 
of the abovd, and wife to Richard Ilamvell, of Oxford, (ienl. who 
died in 1754. Among the toinhs in tlse Church-yard, is one in 
memory of Margaret Hawtkfi;, a famous wklwitc, who die:! 
in 1734, inscribed with tiiis singular distich: 

She was an induigent mother, and the heat of wives: 

She bnxtght into this world more than thuv thousand lives! 

When the Act for the sc|ydr:tlit>n of (lie two Parishes ol Dept, 
ford was passed in the year 1730, the siiin of .'),500l. out of the 
duty on coals, was alhttted to {tiirciiase lands foi the maintenasice 
of the Rector of the new Ciiurch; and it was enacted iiLso, tiiat 
the Churchwardens, in whom tour acres <»f glebe, taken out of the 
old Parisli, areve^ed, .should p;iy him 70I. in addition, annually, 
in lieu of flies for vaults and burials, except when the service is read 
in tlie Cliurch.’ Tlie rcgi.sler records lite burial of Margi'set Ha¬ 
ley, who died in March, 17;J9,-H), aged 100 and upwards. The 
Reciory House is a handsome edifice. This Parish contains 
about 1900 acres of laud; of whiclt about 900 are marsh and pas¬ 
ture, 500 arable, and 500 occtipied by market gaideners, wlio are 
famed for the growth of asjraragiis, and oniony In Deptford are 
several Meeting Houses for Methodists, ludejtendents, Quakers, 
Anabaptists, &c. 

The Corporation or Society of the Trinity House, 
the meetings of which are now held in a hand.sonje buildmg on 
Tower Hill, was originally established at Depttbrd in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, and incorporated by the name of ‘ The Master. 

Warden, 
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Warden, and A«sis(ants, of the Guild or FratoniKy of Uic mosi 
Jiloriou'i and undivided'rriiiity, and of St. Clement, in the Parish 
tif Dqiiford Siroml.', 1’iio ancient Hall in which the. Members 
continued to us^'tnble at this jilaeo, was pulled down about the 
year 17^7, on the erection of tin-Trinity House m Londoti; but 
l;cie ate stilt (wo Jlosiutais beton^iui; to (he Corjtoration, The 
Old Jlof,pi(til, uhlc!) adjoins to Si. Nicholas Church-yard, was 
foiiuded in the time of Henry the Eiuhtli, and ortgiiujlly contained 
twenty-oue a|iarlino(its; but on its being jniiled down, and re-built 
in 17 SS, the number was incrensed to twenty-five. That called 
Tfinitij Hospital, wliich slaiuls in Clturcli Street, was erected 
towards tlie end of the seventeenth centnrv, on a piece of ground 
given for the purpose, in 11>7 by Sir ilicluird llrou ne, tfte younger, 
Part, of Sayes Court, wlio was an Elder Brother, and Master, of 
tite Tiinify House. It consists of jifty-sis apartments, forming a 
spttciotis (|uadraii! !c, in tlie centre of which is placed ti statue t»f 
Caj)!ain .liichard .Maples, who, in 16\S0. heqaeallic.d 13001. t(v 
wauls the Imildiiig, The pciisioncr.s in both Hospitals coiisi.sl of 
tlecayed pilots, and masters of ships, or their widow .s: the annual 
allowance to the widows atid single iiicit, is about ISl. the married 
men refeiv<^ about 2Kl. yearly.* 

The charitable benefaclicms arc numerous, and of considerable 
ralue; in all tlinsc given prior to the year 1730, both parishes 
have a joint inlerest. In Bull Einse is a (,7n r/'y .ScAos/, under the 
direction of twelve trn.stees, sutlieicnlly endowed fl>r the ediiea(iou 
and clothing of fifty boys, and an cfnial imtTiber ofgirb, who are 
apprenticed out as occasion may reqiuic. 'Ibe School Ibmse was 
erected about tlii- year )7‘.'C', on a piece of ground given for the 
piu:|>ose, by Mr. I’cbcrt ^iran.s<leii, whose daugliter, Mrs. Mary 
Gransdeu, hi 17 l.Q, be((iicatlied 80l. towards the building; and 
also gave a farm in Ivssex, now let at about 40l |)er annum, and 
the ground rents of two tenements in St. BaTtlio!oinew’s-I..aiic, 
London, (MHce sold to tlie Directors of the Bank for ISOOi.) towards 
the eudownient of tlic School; the whole cxfwuse of the buihling 

amounted 

* Lysonsi’ Fovkotw, Vol. IV. p. 38Cf. 
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anionnteiJ to about 7401. tlip. greatest part of whieh was defrayed bv 
voluntary contributions. Besides the children cciucaiH! iu tliisSfijool, 
between twenty and thirty others are. taught elsevvliere with t!u pro¬ 
duce of <iitFercnl iM'iiefaitioiiij. Tiic dotiatioa from which the poor 
derive the most*considerable interest, was abeipicst of Cool, made 
by Mr. J<*bu Atidey, a invislcr bnihkr in the Kind’s Yard, in the 
ye%r idob, for tlte purchase of iaiid.s. Willi litis sum the t.’r n-d~ 
pii Field in peptford wa.s bouglit, the aiimial rents of vrhich now 
amount to more than CSOl. 

Several etnincnl persons have been inhabilaali! of T 'eiilford at 
d.fFerent jteriods. The (Jun Ta' .r:i is stsd to have heen tlie resi¬ 
dence of the Earl t)f N«)ttifighan>, Lstrd Admiral to tjuecn Eliza¬ 
beth, wh(>sc anus. emirtie<l bv the garter, are eaived in wood over 
the (hininey-jiici'e of a large diiaiig-room. .Sir Thomas Smith, 
who Wits sent .Ambassador 'o k.e ('our- i:f llus-:a by Jaii.es the 
first, had a niagnilinent iious,' a! It-jnford. vsiiieb was biinit down 
•>!) the twentieth of Januarv. HU.i', the t>oet, was also a 

resident here for a considerabK- periud: he seems to have made 
this place his retreat, in (.inter to puisue his botanical studies, 
when eo)H|wsiug bis siv books ot lierb- . flowers, and trees. 

Varioirs impioveiiscnls have been iiiude at Deptford since the 
twenty-seveutb oft-ieorge the tsecoud. wl»n an Act was passed for 
paving and eh-auang the slicet.s. mu! I'ov the netter relief and era- 
phniaent of the jioor. flte over liie llaven.sbounie, wliicli 

was formerly of wotnl, but re-built c.f stone at the sole cr.'St of 
Charles the First, in U>*h, lias been rendered more commodious 
of late y«s»s, at the esjHtnse of the parisiuoners. Here, previous 
to tlie itattie of Blackbealh, in the reign of Hbnry tlte kiveulb, 
was a skirmish between LortlVTawbejuj .s army, and ‘ certayne 
archers of the rebelfes, whose arrowes, as is reported,’ says Hall, 
* were in l^gth a full yerde.T 

The uibabitants of Dt^ptfot'tl are c.bicfly those employctl in the. 
Dock-yards, or engaged m marititue p.nrsuit.s ot diflerent kinds; 

the 

• Eyfon's’ EonroiJs, Yul. 1\'- p- tJ'JO. 

•V . .Chniniflc. uimo. lien. A .11- f- 4 '• 
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the number in both parishes, as returned under the Act of 1800, 
was 17,5+8; of tliese 8,537 were males, and 9,011 females: the 
iiumhci of bouses as 3,139; hut they have been somewlmt i»> 
rieased since that lime. An extensive inanufarlure of earthen- 
ssarc, calie<l Deptford ware, is carried on at tliis place. 


GREENWICH, 

CAtT.KD (rrcpni'ic by the Saxons, and more recently, AVat 
(ireeMu.li Ii, to distinguish it flora West Greenwich, or Deptford, 
is pleas lutiy situated ou the hanks of the Thames, which is here 
fiom SCO to 36'0 yards broad, at low water, and proportionabiy 
deep. The extensive circuit of the riser round tliC Isle of Dog- 
where the capacious West India Docks ha\e been lately formed, 
lias rendert'd tliis part of the channel xeiy roinmodious for flip¬ 
ping fioiii the earliest |)eriods, and probably lixim tliis cause, it 
was choscii as the st.ition of the Danish fleet, during tlirce or font 
years of the inglorious reign of King EUicired. The Diuiish army, 
at the same time, lay eucamped oii the einiiienccs above the town, 
bordering on Blacklieatb, where various vestiges of eotreuchiucut> 
may yet be traced :* other evidences of the presence of tlie Danes 
in this neighbourhood, may be found in the names of East Comln, 
and West Crnnhe, .two estates in this ]>arish, between Greenwich 
and Charlton. 

Wliilc the Danes had their cliief station at Greenwich, tliey 
made frequent incursions into the interior of tJie country, coramil- 
ting the most dreadful ravages, particulariy in the year 1011, when 
tbqy laid siege to <’anterbury, and having taken and piundered that 
city, massacred nine-tenths of tlic inhabitants, withoat distinction 
of age or sex. Tlic remaimng captives, togctlier with iiyjfdieg, or 
Alphage, tbe Archbishop of Canterbury, they conveyed to tbeir 
camp, where they kept the Archbisiiop prisoner during seven 
mouths, demanding a large sum for his ransom, which he 

refused 

* Some ty|j|bawever, have, dotMew. been formed by 
different bodies irf wirgents tW have einwmpett here M 
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refused to pay, alledgbg, that the }>easa»ts of his church would be 
rained by it. On a Saturday, the twelfth of April, 1012 , tliey 
particularly pressed for a rausom, and threatened to kill him, ia 
case of refusal; he still, however, declined the pavtneut, sa\ia«, 
tliat his lift* was’not of so much woitli, that his people Miouhl be 
ruiued for his sake. “ After this, they brought him on horseback 
lurtbrc tlicir assembly, wliich was held atOtecnwich, on the nine¬ 
teenth of April, and tried out to him, ‘ Bishop, give gold, or 
(hon shaft th^ day heconie a public spectacle.' I'hev were then 
flushed w.ith wine, which they had procured from the ilb ; and 
on bis iigaia refusing to .‘>ubmit *0 their conditions, they stiirted 
fiom their seats, and attempted to kilt him, by striking him wilii 
the flat sides of their axes, and bv flinging bones aud hoi us ot 
oxen at him*. At i.tst, one Thrum, or Troud, who iiad, on the 
dij before, been eoufirmed by the Archbishop, ran up, mo\ed 
by com]ia%ion, and gave him a Llow' on the head with his a\e, 
winch biought bun dead to the giouiid. He was then nearly sixty 
yo.irs of age; and some of the Danes were ashamed of tlie hoirid 
dfctl, jirobably the more so, us many of them wcie already Chris¬ 
tiana by name. A rpiarrel, theielore, aio^e among them, when 
some were for deliveting op liis body for lionoi.ihie iuterinent, aud 
otlieis fin throwing it into the Thames. They even met in arms; 
and though a miracle is said, towauls evening, to have gained 
over the lieatiien party, the most credible account is, as Brorop- 
lon, and even Osbeni, relate, that the citiaeus of Loudon bought 
Ins body with a great sum of money.”t He «a.s first buried in St. 
I'anl’s, London; but eleven years afterwarvis, liis body was taken 
np by Cnuule, and conveyeil willi mucli pomp to Canlerbuiy, 
where it was re-inteired with great saUmmity. The Archbishop 
was afterwards iiirolled among the Roiuisb saints; and on the spot 
wliere he fell at Creenwidi, a church was consecrated to his ho- 
VoL. Vii, Auo. I 8 O 6 . H h nor: 

* Tl\e Ringing qf bones was an ancient custom of the Danes, whc.i 
sitting at tabic. 


t Suhm’s Hist, of Denmark. A'ol HI. p. 3io 
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nor; llie sate b now oceufHed by tine Palish Church, wfakh stil! 
rpfwrds the memory of the ewnt in it# iJedicatiou to Si. AljAage. 

At the time of tlie Domesday Survey, the Mianor of CastOrecn- 
wicli was an apfumdage to that of Lewi^dians, and was given with 
it to the Abbey of St, Peter at Ghent, by Eitbnufa, niece to King 
Alireii, and na^ conSnued to that foundation by Edward die Con. 
feswr, and ,other sovereigns. On tiie suftpressioa of tlie Atien 
Priories, Henij the Fifth granted it, with I^ewivliam, to Uie Car¬ 
thusian Monas'erv at Sbenc: but in the twenty-third of Hemy the 
Eighth, liotli Maiiois were obtained by tfiat Sovere^n in exchange 
for the Monastery of Bradweii, and other lands; and this was at- 
ferwards railed ‘ the Honour and Manor of East (Sreenwidb Ot> 
the sale of the Crown Lauds, aftei the dec.ipitution of Cbaries the 
First, this Manor was reserseil for the use t>f the State: at the 
Itesloratioii, it reverted to the Crown, iu wineh it has continiuMl 
till the lueseiit fienod, w'ith the exreption of a short time, when it 
was in the possession of Queen Man, consort of James the Set oikI, 
it having been made part ol her jointure in the year iGh.i.l 

Besides this princi|Krl Mauoi, there svas also a subordinate ma¬ 
nor in Greenwich, which came into the [lessession of the Crown 
at a much earlier period. Ibis appears to have been the same 
which is described in the Domevlaj Boidi, as having been former¬ 
ly held as two manors by F,arl Harold and Bri*i, but aftenrarcl- 
cousobdated, anilj^al the time of the Survey, held of Odo, Bishoji 
of Baieux, by the Bishop <rf Lisieux. It was afterwards seized 
with tlie otlier possessions of Odo, by tlie King, and probably 
continued from that time to lie vested iu the Crown, M we have 
ttarcs of a KoSal residence at this }>!ace as emdy as the f€%n ot 
Edward the First, when, iu the year 1300, that Pnacetnadean 
offering of seven ^Uiiigs at each of the holy Crosses hi the Ciiapel 
of tlie Virgin Mary at Greenwiclut Henry the fidih granted this 

Hanoi 

* Cl. 23. Hen. VllL m. 13. f Lysons* Enviroiii, V«l» IV.p.43* 

f Lysons, from the ' Hoysl IfenthoW Es^ieocei,' publjWwd hf die 

' Baeieif rf AnV«iu#ri«». 
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Manor for Kfc, to Tlionwus Beattfort, Duke of E’teter, who died 
here In 14175 won after whieh It wa-Y I'raijled to Humphrey, Duke 
of Gloceater, uncle to Henry the SKtli, who, in the year U3J, 
gare !!« I>«ke; ltcen<ie to fmi'fy and anb utle his Manor-House, 
an<l to tm^e a Park of 200 acres. Under this license, (lie Duke 
of Gloaatcr rebuilt the Vulute, and iiielosecl tlie Paik; and iii 
the latter creded a moated tower, on tire spot where the Ob^erva- 
toiy now Stsnds. From the pleasantness of the situation, he aUo 
bestow’ed tlie name of Placema, o*- the Manor of Pleasannee, on 
tliis e tate i »i appellation which ti retained for a h. " period. 
After his deadly in 1 U7, it rescued to the Crown: and Edtsard 
tlie Fourth made it a fasorite residence, and was at a cousiderahle 
cs}M!nse in enlarging and finisiiing the Palace. The marriage of 
his son Richard, Duke of Voik, with Anne Mowbray, daughter 
<‘fthc Duke of Noifolk, w-as soleniniaed here with great sjilcndor; 
and here, tdso, Mary, ins fifth daughter, extiired, 

Henry the Seventh spent moth of his time at Greenwich; and 
is said, by Liunbard, to have ‘ beaut died the Palace, by the addi¬ 
tion of a brick front towards the water side.' His son, Heniy the 
Eighth, svho was bom here June the twenty-eighth, 1491, enlarged 
the buildings conriderably; and neglecting Elthani, which had 
been an atJnured reridence of his ancestors, bestowed great cost 
in rendering the Palace magniticeni; and during his reign, Green¬ 
wich lieoante ‘ one of the prinri{Hil scenes of that festivity for which 
his court was celebrated.' Leland, who was an eye-witness of the 
sumptuous festivids given at the Palace, 1ms thus elegantly descrile 
ed its beauties. 


Ecce Ht jam niteat locu* gpntus, 
Tauquatn udere* locus cathcdia;' 
'Qa« hiKigta pirta' qu.e (enuilrz 1 
Ciwe turrci, vel ad a»tra »e efl'ercnies ( 
> Qme {Mrm viridana, ae petennes 
Pmite* 1 Flora rinum oecupu venusta 
fuadem dcliciat nitcotis horn. 
ttentjRleommddus seamn-'.tor tile, 

till 2 
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Ripae qui varii* modis amcn», 

Nomen contalit clegaater aptum.** 

HenryN marrwar with hi-^ Qticcn, Cathfrinc of Arragon 
was so!eiimi/c(l al Grwnwidi, on the tliinJ of Jone, 1510, O/i 
Mayday, l.HI, and tlie two follow i«g di»y«, were IteW Tourmi- 
iiwnii, in wliuli the King, Sir Edward Howard, Charles Brandk>n, 
and E<hvaid Ne\il!e, ehallenged all eoniers. In 151C, tlie King 
kept las Christinas here, ‘ with great and {rienliliil cheer j’ and 
again in 1515, with great solemnity,- dancing, dkguisiags, and 
iiiuuimerjs, iii a most princely inatincr.’l- At this cekhrify was its 
troduced the first Muujiwrade ever seen in England, which H.>ll 
has tints described in his Chronicle, with other gaities.}: 

“ Hie Kyng tins yere kept the feast of CiiiistmasatGrenessiehe 
wlier was such aliundaiicc of siawles, sened to all comers of any 
honest bchavor, as hath Iwn fewe times seen; and against New 
seres night, was made, in the Hall, a Castle, gates, towm, and 
dungeon, garnished with artilerie, and weujion, afier the most 
warlike fashion, and on the fisiunt of the Castle was witllcn, le 
Fortre^x Jhini'frm: and within the Castle sver sis ladies clothed 
in russet safyn, laide over withlcvesof goldc; and escry owde 
knit whli laccs of hlewc silke and gold • on tlier beads, coyfesand 

ca)ijics 

* Innerary, Vol. I\. p. 16. Hasted has thus translated the ab. v( 
tmes. 

Lo! with what lustre shinn this wish’ddar place. 

Which, ttar-liket might the Heavenly mamiotu giace. 

What peinted roofs' what window* cliartn the eyej 

What turrets, nvais of the starry ikyt 

What constant sprinjel what verdant meads besides' 

Where flora’s seif m majesty resides; 

And tnaiuteous, all around her, dors dispose, 

With boomrous hand, her flow’ry inQuence. 

Happy the man whose lucky wit could ftame. 

To suit tins place, so elegant a name^ 

Expressing aU tta beauties in the samel 
1 

t SloW'i AiMi’al*, p. 821. 4to. 

1 Lvwnt’ Ktriront- Voi. IV* p, 431. 
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<aj>pRS all of gold^. After flits Casllc had hcen cairied about tlie 
hal, and the Queue l«»d iKdichl if, in canic the Kmi^, wj!ii live 
other aj^mreled in eoates, the one liali’e of rusM-l sntjn, spaiighd 
witli spangles of fine gold, the otliei iialfe lichelofhe ofgold; on 
tlier lieddw cappes of '■atvn, embioudered with woikesot 
fine gold bliKioti, Th<*‘<- si', H«>saiilti“(i Ihe CaMle the latlies, m*\- 
inp^hcm so Inslic and (on^tous, wer ronteiit to ^olaie with them -, 
and u}M)n fiirther l•o!lllnun^'aeHV), to jcld the Castie, and‘o thei 
cJiue down, and <l<mitc< d a long vpaee. Am! aflei the ladies let 
the knights into the Castle, and tht.i the Castle sodaii'l" lanished 
out of tlwir sightes. 

“ On Um* dak? of Ihe Ejuphaiiie, at night, the King, with XI 
Ollier, wcr disgoiseil aftei the iiianer of llalie, c.illeil a Miuke, a 
thing not sei‘n afbie m Eiiglmide. thei w<‘r apivan h «l iii gauncntes 
long and brode, wrotighl ail with gold, with lisers and iMpps of 
gold5 and after the banket doeu. lht%e maskers uine in with six 
gentlemen disguised in silke, lieaiuig st.tiJl torel.e-*, and de»ned 
the ladies (o dauiice: some w^ie (oiilciil; and some, Uiat knew 
the tkstiion of it, refused, becimse it w.is not a timig commonly 
wn And aider tliei daunted and cotmnoiied togetlier, as the 
fashion of fite maske is, thei took their ieu\e and departed; and 
so did Uic Queue, and all the ladies." 

On the eighth of IVliruiuj, l jlo, the Princess Mary, after¬ 
wards Queen, was born at (Ireeiiwkh Palace; and on the thir¬ 
teenth of Itfu), iu the same year, the marriage of Charles Bran¬ 
don, Duke of Suiloik, with Mary, Henry’s sister, and Qnteii 
Dowager of Fratiee, was publkly solemm/td lure. In 1517. a 
splendid Tournament was held at (incnwich. iifiaCl, the Kmg 
kept bis Christmas Iserc, ‘ with gieat nobleness and open coiiit;’ 
as he also did in Idtlj; and again in fs;.'", ‘ with reiels, ma^ks, 
and banquets, royalin the latter year, lie also receive!J at this 
fduce, the jjfreiich embassy, w hk h consisted of eight peisons of the 
hjgliest qualify and mciit in France, atfended by a retinue of 6’00 
Isorie.’ .'Ip on the seventh of beptember, the Princess Elirn. 

H h B 


» Hall's CWoniele, fok tr,. 
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bdL wa« born at Greenwich; and May day, 1335, Atiue 
lioiej-n, Iier unfortunate mother, was attested tieie by the King's 
order, at the com'tnsiou of a soSeimi Just, wlicivb she is said to 
have btiruyed an adulterous, passion l>y some inadvertent levity; 
though, of ail the infaiiiuus charges {nought agoinst her, and for 
which she sufi'cted death soon afterwards, there is full reason to 
bcheve her innocent* In 153?, Henry again sjteiit his Cbristatas 
here; as be likewise did in 1543, when lie eulertaiued tweuiy>oue 
of tlie Scottish nobility, whom he had made prisoners at the battle 
of Subvay Moss, and aftensards giive them their liberty witliout 
ransom. 

Edward the Sixth, whom Hasted, and some otlter writers, hare 
erroneously staled to have been bom at Greenwich,t kept his Christ¬ 
mas here in 1552, 3; and here that estimable Frince expired, on 
the sixth ot July following. Queen Eliaabeth w:t$ particularly 
fond of this Palace, and made it her summer residence: she also 
visited it at other seasons of the year, passing tlie festive hours of 
that romantic period, in various gay diversions, attended with Tilts 
and Tournaments, in which the gallant knights of iter court ex¬ 
erted their utmost skill. On the secoiul of July, 153<>, ElizabcUi 
was euteitained by the City of Loudon with « nmster of 1400 wen 
in Greenwidi Park; the gunners wore shirts of mail; the others 
were arrayed in coats of velvet and chains of gold, armed with 

tnoriis 

* Henry’s jealousy, says Pennant, '* was prepared to catch fin? at 
every trifie. Head in honest btow, and refiect on the vain pageantry 
of this poer sporv of fortune, (Atine Koleyn ;> on her marriage, her 
splendid coronation, the magnificent bapttstn of her daughter, EJirabcth, 
her sudden commitment to cihe l ower, hgr speedy arraignment, and 
speedy execution; how she lost her head on the nineteenth of May; 
how Henry took to his nuptial bed Jane Seymour, oa the 20th of the 
same month; and ‘ ^we, on the Assencion-daye folowyng, the Kynge 
ware whyte for ^^Krnyage.* Henry could stab in' th* tnids; trfhh 
fyndeu caresses.'y Jmrney to the Jsk tjf Height. 


f {lit birth-plare was Hampton Court, where Queen Jm« SeymwiP 
died twelve days after her delivery. 
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niorris and baiberds, and bearing dags. lu tbe aflemoon a 
mock iigbt was axlnbited i the Queen viewed it irom llie galleiy 
over the Park gate, with ast>lendid.tram of ladies, and accompa¬ 
nied tb« foreign embassadors: “ three onsets «cre given in eve¬ 
ry iwttkt the guns discharged ou one another, tlie niotris pikes 
encountarad togetlier with great alann; each ran to their weapons 
again, and then they tell together as fast as they could, in imita¬ 
tion of close fight.'* These feats of arms greiitly (deased tlie Queen, 
who “ shflfwM hmilf very menyand on her tlmnking the chi- 
aciM finr tbe diversion, “ immediately was given tlie greatest shout 
that ever was Iteaid, with hurling up of caps.”* Ou tlie tenth 
of the same month, there wits tilting before tlie Queen; * a goodly 
ban<]Uettingd)ouse being set up in the Park, made with fir-polcs, 
and decked with hircii branches, and all manner of flowers, both 
of tbe field and garden, as roses, juiy-floweis, tnaiygolds, and 
all maiiner of strewing beibs and rushes.’ Tlie chdllengers were 
the Eari of Onnoud, Sir John Peirof, and Mr. North: there 
* were three defendants of etjual valour, with Iaucc>s and swords. 
At five hi the afternoon, the (Jueen, with the ambassadors, and 
many lords and ladies, came and stood over the Patk gate to 
sec the exercise; and after, the romhatanfs lau, cbasuigone ano¬ 
ther. Tlieii slie came down into the Faik, and took licr horse, and 
rode np to the baiKjuetting-honse, and to the three amhassadors; 
anil atW that, to sufija’r.” Tlie eveningconcluch'dwnh “ a mask, 
a great banquet, awl great cusliug of flic, aiul sliootiilg of guns, 
♦ill twelve at aight." The same year a ComcU sat at Greenwich, 
in which it was detemined to be contrary to law, for any IS'uncio 
from the Pope to enter this realin.f 
In Qtieeu Elisabeth’s Progresses (}iublisheil by Mr. Nichols) 
mention H fie^pimitly made of the Qdteu’s rcskiejiceat Greenwich, 
where she kept a regular court, and gave audieiice to ambassadors. 
In June, 1585, slie received here tlie Deputies from the United 
Plpvtnceo, who diea offered her the sovcieiguty of tlie l.ow Coun- 

|I b 4 


0 Strype’sAnn. of the Ifcl*. rin. VoL 1. p. UM. 
t Lysooi’ Environs^ 'Vol, JV. p. 4--, 4- 
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fries, whicli, from motives of state polkry, aAerwanis deeikted 
toaccepl. luftlay, 1^86, she recehed f he Oauish Ambassador at 
Greenwirh; and, in July, 1597, the .Ambassador from the Kini; 
of Poland. Hentzuer, a German traveller, who visited Eng^itd 
in 1598, and part of wluwe Itinerary was translated by Horace 
\Val}K)le, and printed at Strawberry Hill, has ^iven a ruttous and 
interesting descuption of Elizabeth’s court at Greenwicb. Hhe 
Presence Cliainber, he obsenes, “was hung with rich tajicstry, 
and the floor, after the English fashion, stiewed with hay." When 
the Queen caiw out of her apartment to go to prayers, “ she was 
attended in the following manner. First went gentlemen, barons, 
earls, knights of the garter, all richly dressed, and bareheaded, 
next came the Chancellor, hcaruig tlie seals in a led silk putse lit- 
tween two, one of which carried tiie Royal sceptic, the other the 
sword of state, in a red sesdibard, studded with golden fleuts de 
lis, the point upwards; next came the (jueeu, in tlie sixty-fifth 
year of her age, as we were told, vc-iy raajc'ticj her face ohloni:, 
fair, but wiinkled; her eyes small, yet black, aud pleasiint; her 
nose a little hooked; her lips narrow, and her teeth blaek, fa ih - 
feet the English seem subject to from their too great use of sugar) 
slie liad ill licfcars tsvo |jearls, svith veiy rirli drops; she wow fiihe 
hair, and that red: upon her Imud she had a small crown, ie{K>rte<i 
to be made of some of the gold ot the celebrated Eunebourgh table. 
Her bosom tvas uncovered, us all the Engiyi ladies have it till they 
tiiariy, and site had on a netkiace of exceeding fine jewels: Iit r 
hands were small, her fingeis long, and her stature ueiiht r tuh 
nor low; her air was stately, her manner of sfteaking mild, and 
obliging. Tliat ttey slie was dressed iu while silk, bordered with 
pi-arls of the ske of beans, and over it a mantle of black shot 
with silver tbreads; ||^r trSin was very long, the end of it bomo 
by a marcbioMcsa: instead of a chain, she had an oblong collar of 
gold and jewels. As «he wont along in alt this state and maguifi- 
cente, she ifokc very graciously, first to one, then to another, 
whether foreign or those who attended for different to- 

sotts, in Englis and Italian; for, heudea helh^ well 

skilled in Olw iaiiguBg<*s I have menttbn^/ 
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is mntrcss of Spanish, Scotch, and Dultli: wlioever fq^eahs to licr, 
it is kneeling; now and then slie raises some with her hand- wliere- 
ser slie turned her face as she «as going along, cverv body fell 
down on Uieir knees. The ladies of the couit Ibllowtd next to 
her, very handsome, and well-shaped, and (or the most part 
dressed in white. She was gu-arded on each side by the Gentle- 
inmi Pensioners, fifty in number, witli gilt battle-axes, in the 
Ante-Chapel next the Hall, where wc were, |>elitions were pre¬ 
sented to her, and »he rereived them most graciously, «Inch oc¬ 
casioned the acclamation of • I-org Ihe Queen Kliraheth:’ she 
answered it with, * I flianlr jou, wv good jHiople." Ehrabethwas 
iigaiu here in lO'(K>, as -apiiears from -a passiige m the Sydney Pa¬ 
pers, and used to ‘ naike imnlie in the Paike, and great walkes 
«H»t of the Parke, and about the I’aiKc.’ 

James tlie First was often risk lent at (ireumnli; and the Priu- 
cess Maty, and othera of his cinltlreii, were born here, ills Queen, 
-\nne of Ocnniaik, addeil to the building-, ami laid the founda¬ 
tion of the ‘ House of Ueligiit,’ iu the Park, now tiic Rangers 
Unige. ITiis was finished by iieiirietia Maria, (iuceii of Charles 
the First, who employed Inigo Jones as the aicliitecf: and Horace 
l\ aljmle charaLlerhms h a,s ‘ one ot' the most heautiful of iiis w orJ.s.' 
The ceilings wenjpm'nted by Hoiatio GintiliM-hi; and the whole 
house was completed '»o Miinptuon-.K, that, PhilipoU says, ■ it sur¬ 
passed all ntlicrs of the kind in Ciigland.’^ diaries the First was 
trwjuenfly at Greenwich la-foic the hreaking out of the Civil War; 
hot at length quitted it, lor the last time, in Kill, when he sit 
<H»t with the fatal resolution of taking his jouiney uortliwanl.t 
On the I'las.suig of tlie oidinance foi the'al^ of Crown I.ands, 
the Palace then called Gn'enwicii Honsi'. with the Paik, &c. 
Were reservieid fw the State. I'wo yi-tts afterwards it was resolved 
that Greetiwicdi House should be kept for the latrd Protector; but 
if the following year, 10'5‘J, the m cessities of the State requiring 
nioncy for tlte ««p|Jort of the naiy, the House of Commons voted, 
diat Greeowich House, with Uic Park and htnds, sliould he sold for 

ready 
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ready tnooQr; and some of the Moalicr offibes, and other preitiises, 
were accordingly disposed of; but the Palate and Pailc nv 
niainirg unsold in 1654, were once more reserved to the use of 
ike Lord Piotector, and his successors. On the Rrstoradon tiiey 
again devolved to the Crowu; and the King iindii^ the'idude 
buiidmg* lit a decajed and ruinous state, orderril it to be pulled 
doun, and rominenced a new and luagnifitentPdiacc of tlree>$t 9 ne 
on the same s}K>t. 

The airliiteit chosen for the new edilire, was WeMi, son-in.law 
to Inigo Jones; from whose papers the desifpis are kiM to base 
been made. One wing, however, was alt that was con^tleted, at 
an exjieiise ot 36,(K)0i. and herein the King occasionally resided, 
but no further progress was made in the bnilding, either by him* 
self, or bis successor, James. In the early part of the reign of 
W’illiain flie Tliird, a project was formed for providing an Asylum 
for aged and disabled seamen, the noble idea of whkb is attributed 
to his Royal consort, Mary; aud their Majesties having resolved 
that tins design should be forthwith executed, various situations 
were proposed for the site ot the intcuded foundation. Sir Ctiris* 
topher Wren recoinuiended, that the unfinished Palace at Green¬ 
wich should be enlarged wtlU additional buildings, and converted 
to this use.t This advice was adopted; and, iutlieyenr 16*14, 
the King and Qoeen, by their Letters Patent, granted the Palace, 
with other buildings, and certain parcels of huid a<||oiuing, to tiie 
Lord Keepr Somers, the Dohe of Leeds, tlw Earl of Pembroke 
and Montgomery, the Duke of Shrewsbury, Sydney, Lord Go- 
doi|>iiin, and others, in trust, to erect and found an Ilott^ 
for the reliefe aud support of Seamen serving on board the Sitipiis 
or Tesseils belonging to the Navy Royall of Dii, pur lielrs, or Suc¬ 
cessors, or iniploy'd at our otr tiieir Set vice at Sea, who by reason 
of Age, Wounds, or DisabUities, idiail be nneapabte of fuitber Ser¬ 
vice 

• Fnto the large P^j^ tht* Palace, Sec. that hal been publiihed 
by the Society of AodlHHes, it appears to have been embattled, and 
ornamcated with va^flp&wers and turrets, square, mmds and ottan* 

Enrironi, Vai< IV. p. 4flS. 
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\ife at Sen, and be unable to niaintain tbeniselvcs; AndforlUe 
Susfcutation of the Widows, and the Maintenance and Education 
of the Children of Seamen lm|)|>cninE to be slaine or di&ablcd in 
tudi Sea Service; And also for the further Reliefe and Eacourage- 
lueut of Seamen, and Iiuprovcmeut of Navigation.” 

Sucli was tiw origin of (GREENWICH HOSPrEAL, an institu- 
that does honor to the country, and confers an iininortaiity 
of renown on its Roval founders. In the following year, l6'95, 
Queen hlary'beiug then dead, the King appointed Commissioners 
“ for tlic purpose of considering, with the assistance of the Sur¬ 
veyor General, and otiier artists, whut iwrt of King Cnarles’s Pa¬ 
lace, and the other Buildings granted for tiie |>urpose, would be 
tit for the intended Hospital, and how they might he best prepared 
fur that use; of procuring models for such new buildings as might 
Iterequired; of i»eparing, wiUi the assistance oftlie Attorney and 
Solicitor General, a charier of foundation, with statutes and or¬ 
dinances for the use of the Hospital, and for other puqsoses.”*' 
The reasons given tor the new establishment, were thus stated in 
tlie ComniisMun; and, to Uu* honor of British seamen, tlie charac¬ 
ter tiien given of their bravery and skiffuiness is still unsullied. 

Whereas the sea-faring men of this kingdomc liave, tor a long 
lime, dbtingiiisht themselves throughout the world, by their in¬ 
dustry and ^fulhtessc in their projier eniployinentes, and by their 
courage and comlaney manifeated in engagements and harards for 
tlie delence and iioaour of llieir native country,—^.Aiid as nothing 
« more likely to cuiitiune their ancient reputaciou, and to uivitc 
greater numbers of our subjcctes to betake themselves to the sea, 
than the making some eonqietent prov ision tlijit seamen, who by 
age, wotindes, or otlier acckletites. shall become disabled lor fur¬ 
ther service at sett, and sliall uot be*iu a condk-ion to maintaine 

themselves 


Eytons* Environi, Vol. IV. p. 43!l. 'Ihe Commissioners, who were 
upwards of aoO, consisted ofGcoige, Ibrcuitdry i'rincc of Denmark, 
all the principal Officors of SSiate, the Aichbuhop* and Bishops, the 
Judges, thtt Eord Mayor and Aldermcu, tlie Master, arden, .Assis¬ 
tants, and fildftf Brethren of the 'I'rinuy House, and several ol the no. 
aad g^try, - 
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themselves comfortabh, may not foil umler hardships aiul raise, 
rics, but ma) be suppoifed at the jiublak «li.uge,—.Vud tliat (he 
childienot such dis.ibled stamen, ami al^o the widows and chil. 
then of aith «e.mHua« diall happeu to he shiiim sea-senue, 
may in some letsoiiable maiinei be piosidid lor mul eihirateil.— 
\Ve have dttf TUiiiied with oaiseUt s to eittt .md esUblisli a Ilospit il 
for the puqui i s afoiesaid # 

By the s.tni< < oinmission, tiie Kitig, att(rioiife.smg Ins then in 
ainlitj to advaiiri siirli consideiable sums towards beumimig and 
cair^mg on tin woik, as he puijiostd to do ni turns «t piaie, 
!;rante<l the sum of 20WI annually h>r (lit iiulluiante ot tins no. 
bledt'i<;ii. lie also impowtud the roinniissioiicis (u collet t ail 
suih “ soluiilan * !.i(\es .uul supsciijttioiis,' as Ins ‘ ^oo I snhjetles' 
sJiould 1 m piously disposed to routnbute ttiwards Um' eiettmg and 
tndostras; of the said IlospiUil” The Coininissioneis lit hi tin ir 
brst nicctiii" at (lUildliali, on the seveuteciith of Slay, lh9''» win a 
a Committee was appointed to siew the preiiiises granted loi tin 
use of the Hospital, and they ie|M)rtt d, that llie unfinuhed PaJai e 
ol King Charles might, by the addition of a building on tlie west 
side, be rendered capable of leieasing, comeiiieutly, between 3 and 
400 stamen. Ou the thirtj-fusl of the same montli, at atioliit i 
lucetiiig in Giukiliall, the pieamble of a subseiiptioii toll was 
drawn up, ami the Coniiinssioiiers themselves muiiediately coutn- 
buted nearly 80001. but their hberabty ssas not jnoiHirtioiiably se¬ 
conded by the public of that day. 

'Hic next act ol tlie C'omniissiuneis was to form a Committee ot 
sixty persons, to whom the immediate conduct of the tomidalwui 
was intrusted, and^Mr. John Scarborough was then appointed 
Clert of the Woiis, and Sit Christopher Wren, Arcliitecl the lat¬ 
ter, to bis great honor, undeit^ok to superuitencrthe w<»li, and to 
contribute Ins time ami ski^Atlioiit any emolnmetlf ot rew acd what- 
ever. The foundations gKpprst new buildaig, called the Bass Build¬ 
ing, were laid ou thri^W of June, lby6, ami the stiymt structure 
was rompleted hi aUerwards. From tins period, the 

Hospital has beei^^P^Uy enlarged and improved, till it has ar¬ 
ris ed at Its pi^^^lit of ${}teitdor and Uingnificence. 

In 
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In the same year that tlic new buildings were begun, tJie Parlia¬ 
ment, on tbe recommciuiatioii of the King, passed an Act, enact¬ 
ing, that sixpence jicr month should be paid out of the wages of 
every mariner in the King's .service, for tlie use of the Hospital ; 
and by another'Act, passed in 1712, all seamen in the mercliants’ 
service were subjected to the fmyment. In 1()99, tlie funds were 
fuPther augmented by a grant from the King, of 19,500l. which 
had l)een kvied on certain merchauts for .smuggling; and in the 
.same year, tiOOl. wa.s obtained by a lottery called the ‘ Charitable 
Adventure,' which had been excepted out of a Bill for the Su))- 
prcs>iion of lotteries, on a |>etitica of tlte Trustees, who affirmed, 
that they Irad demonstrated to tin- Archbishop of Canterbury, awl 
others, that the Lottery would produce I0,0(»0l, jwr annum for the 
hajelit of the IIo.spital.* In 1700, llemy, Earl of Romney, made 
over his grant of tlie tolls of Orcc'uwich market to the use of the 
new foemdation. In 1705, the endowments were increased i)y (he. 
gift trom Qtiecn Anne, of the eticcts of Kid, the pirate, nlu'rli 
amounted to f)472l. Is. In 1707, the moiety of an estate, vatilwl 
at 40,0(X)1. was bequeathed to the Hospital by RoIktI OsJiahles- 
tou, Esq. together with the profif.s of his unexpired grant <*f the 
North and South Foreland Light-liouses, and which grant has been 
since renesved for ninety-nine years. In the following year, by an 
Act of Queen Anne, ail fori'eited and unclaimed shares of prize 
and bounty money were giv'en to tlte Hospital; and tltis grant has 
been confirmed by several subsequent Acts. In 1710, fiOOOl. per 
annum was granted tovtards the building of the Chapel, &c. out 
of the uexy duty on coals and culm; this was contmued for a 
longer tenn, by George the First; and in 172«, on a recommen¬ 
dation from the saiiie Sovereign, tbe House of Commons voted 
the snm of 10,0001 in aid of the fuifds of tlie Hospital; and a a- 
milar sum was granted annually, for the same pu«|»ose, during 
many years afterwards. In tlte eighth year of Geoige die Second; 
anno 1735, tbe Coihmons, on a message from the King, .requiring 
them to make “ scsUie provision for {rerfectinga work of so much 
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benor to tb» aid wbkh had before received fretnuni 

murks of tl«r repml of that House ” resolved, that the retits and 
profits of the forfeited estalfs of the late Chatles Itadriifle, EarJ 
of Dmveiitwater, who had Ixa’ii attainted for his share in the Ue« 
bellioii in 17 15, shtnild l>e applied towards the ronipletioji of the 
Hospital, ivnd afienvards, to the niaintenaiice of the IViisioners. 
Soon afterwards, an Act was imsscd to effect tiiese puiposes, and 
for applying;, in like manner, the proceeds from the ,samc estates, 
which then remained in the Exchequer, and amounted to the sum 
of 71821. 13s. after payinR tlie interest and the arrears of cer¬ 
tain encumbrances tlien due; together with 20001. to Lord Viv 
count Gage, who had discovered and ilisriosed to the Parliament, 
that a etandestuic and most iniquitous sale had l»een made of jvjrt 
of the estates, to the annual value of 50131. and for which only 
lOdol. had been jraid: through this disclosure, the lands had been 
Tveovered: and two of tbe Conmiissioiiers for the .sale were cv- 
jH'llcd the House, and a third re])riniantkd by the Speaker.* 

Other lieucfactions have lieen made for the use of the Hospital, 
by different persons, at various periiHls, Iroth of money ami estates, 
and during the present year, a considerable addition has been 
made to its revenue, by tlie Art whirli grants an increase of pay to 
Uk' officers and men of the Royal Navy, 'flie allowance to tlic 
out-detor Pensioners was also increased, and some other anmngr- 
ments made for tbe Iwtter relief of aged and infirm Seamen, 
The ‘ Chest at CbatlHini,’ too, in the numagement of which sarious 

abuws 

Sec Detntes of Parliament, Vut. Vlf. p. 153—308. and 237—^240. 
Wlwn tlie grant was made to the Hospital, tla.* annual renial of tlw 
estates was about 60001. encumbered with a mortgage of nearly 2 t», 000 l. 
and an annuity of 1001. llicw'ienfumbranccs w etc discharged by the 
Comwitsionert, in the and in the same year, twenty- 

second of George 30*00()!. was granted, by Act of Par¬ 
liament, fromtlMS the estates, to the heir, and other children, 

of the Karl of De^^^pater. By another Act, passed in the year 
IT88, on tiw pi;fiu|^^Kte Earl of Newburgh, a rent-charge of 251101 . 
per annum wa» bo paid tq liis Lerdihip, and hn belt* male, 
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abuses were discovered by the late Commissioners of Naval Inqui- 
ly, has, on their rcconmiendation, been removed to Greenwich. 

The Derwciitwatcr estates prorluce very cottsiderable sums an¬ 
nually to the Hospital; for being principally sitaaterl in Cumber¬ 
land and Durlidm, they melude many valuable lead arid other 
mines, 'fhese mines, in the years 1766, 7, and 8, proriuced 
6i?830 hynges of ore, which, at the valuation of each bynge in 
those years, at two jKmnds, fifteen shillings, amounted to the vast 
sum of 170 , 0301 .* The other, revenues of the Hospital arise from 
such of tlie granlsabove-mentioHcd, as were of a jrermaof'it nature; 
from fines for fishing witli unlav ful nets, and for other ofiences 
committed on the Thames; from the halt-pay of those of its offi¬ 
cers who have regular salaries; and from other sources of minor 
cousideRttioD. 

The government of this Hospital was originally vested in the 
Commisskmen appointed hy the Crown. “ In J7<>3, Queen Anne 
issued a Commission, dated July the twenlv-first, which directed 
that seven Commissioners should form a General Court, in which 
the Lord High Admiral, the Lord Treasurer, or any two Privy 
Counsellors, should be a Quorum; General Courts were to be hcl<l 
■ quarterly; the Govenwr and Treasurer of the Hospital to be ap- 
pointed by tlie Crown; all the other Officers by the Lord High 
Admiral, having been recommended to him by the General Court: 
the same Commission appoints twenty-five Directors as a slitiiding 
Committee, to meet every fortnigiit; it vests the intemal regula¬ 
tion of the Hospital in the Governor, and such a Council of the 
Officers as fric Lord High Admiral shall appoint. Such has been 
the constitution of the Hospital to the present day; warmats haie 
been issued, ftora time to time, by the Admiralty, forming new 
Councils, as the ifiiavasc of officers, *or other circumstances, ren¬ 
dered it necessary. New Commissions, of the same nature as 
that of Queen Anne, were issued by George the First and George 
the Secmid, on their accession to the throne; but it was not till 
the year 1775 , thg: the Commissioiieis became a body corporate 

by 
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b\ a cliirtpr of lus present Majoity, Tliis charter grants powers 
to tiiiisii the briiltlm:;, to provitie for seamen, eitinr viitiun or out 
of the HoMpitd!, to mall* bjc laws, kc. It is also pnnidcd by 
the rhaibi, that all the oflin is <>t tin Hospital shall he s<a-flung 
men the olHce of tlie Diuiloi» is ditmed to hc^ tornsjurttlu 
rarryuig on ot the bu^hinl!'^, to stale the aiioants <iud to make 
lontracts, aiat tu jil in tin boss out as apiiieiitm s 'Hie iiit* i^ li 
regulation of tin llospitai to be in (Ik (oiveinor and Counril a* 
licfoie-mentio u 1. 'Ihis dniter naslol’outd hs nf \(t of J’ar 
litnieul, which \tsteil in tin ( ommi oiui', th is imoijHiiati d, all 
the estates ht'd in linst for tlie boaelil in flu llosjiita! ' 

The Comiuissjoiiers and Ciomihoi oi <»i<niwiili Hospital ap 
pointed under thcchirtci, au, tin Vnhlnsfiojis t!u Lord f'han 
relloi, the Lords of the I’lisj (ouikiI, nil tin <,i<al Otliciis o| 
State, the twelve Judges, the Tla ; (t.fuers and ( oiiiniissioi tis ol 
the Vavj, the M ster, i.i I five sdim, Lldir Biithim ol tin f’n 
nity-Hou»e; the Mavoi, and thru sciiioi \lderiii<ii ol tauidoii, tin 
Governor, the Depiits-foni ruoi, tin Hiu'lois, ami o'liei otfuers 
of tile Hospital; all for tin 1; ut In mg—The piiwipal Oftiu is 
«e, a Governor, a Luulenaut Govcinoi, toai Captains, eight 
Lieutenants, aTrcasmci, Ntiu.irv, Auditor, Sumjor, Ckik»< 
the Works, Clerk of the Ch«i|iic, two ( hapliius, a Fhssician, but 
geon, Steward, and various assis'aat and iidtiior sirvautii. I In 
pieseiit Governor is the biave and vriiclahle Loid \ iscoimt Hood 
hissiilarv is lOOol that ol Iht Litulc ianf-(«oveiiior is It'Ol. tin 
Captains have OdOk earh pti anmin , Hie Lituftnanis, 1151. cadi 
theTreasnu^r, and .Survi joi, C'lOl each, the Serietarv, Cleik ot 
the Cheque, and Steward, ItiOl each, the Auditor, lOOl. tlie Fhj 
sidan, 18*21, lOs. the Chajilaiis, IJOl. eadi, and the Cleik of the 
Woik*, gll. 5». The* olhccAs are allowed a mtuiii cjiiautity ot 
coals and candles, in addition to (lien salaru's, and fouitcun-ptiue 
per day, m heu ofj M t 

Gk'ez'svh cuJB^tx TAi, IS a magnidreiil and extemiee struct 
tute, prtnctp<d|fflHi with Poitland stone, and cotisistiiig, hi its 

present 
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present state, of four distinct quadran«ul:ir jhIcs of building, dis¬ 
tinguished by the natnes of the resitcctive iMonarclis in w hose reigns 
thev were founded, or built. The grand front opens on a terrace, 
skirting the southern bank of the Tlianies, and evfcnding to the 
length of 8()j feet, in the centre of \vhich, is a descent to tiie 
river, by a <loublc flight of steps. The gromid plot of I lie wliole 
cdiltee forms nearly a square, of wliich, King Charles’s Building 
occupies the j^orth-west angle; Queen Anne’s, the north-east; King 
n's, the south-west; and Queen Maiy’s, the south-east. The 
i iUnva! lietween the two former huildings, tbrnis a square, 2~0 
tccl wide, in the middle of whieli, is a statue of (jeorge tlie Se- 
eimd, sculptured by Rysbntch, out of a single block of white inar- 
i)!t', that weiglied eleven tons, ancl was taken from the French, by 
tmind Sir George Rooke: this statue was given to the Hospital 
ti Sir John Jennings, who was Governor from 1720 to 1? il; the 
i’isi rij)(ions ou the pedestal were drawn up hv Mr. .Sfanvirn, author 
of t!ie Grecian History.* The space between the t^vo latter build- 
VoL. Vn. Aug. ISOC. 1 i iugs, 


" Tiwse mscriptious are as follow : oa iKc east side— 
Hie rtqidea sewetit 
flic hicdas lu.^fo marts ct .-iurum 
Aliiitiaq. 

On the west side : 

Fessos tuto placidtssima portu 
• AccipU. 

On the north side: ■ ; 

Hid ame^ diet pater atq. princeps. 

And underneath the. Royal standard : 

On the south side : 


ciyus 
hs 


Prindpi potentissimo Georgio If'*®" Briianniarum Jtegi, ciy't 
aiispiciis et patrocinio augnstissitmm hoc hospitium ad sublevqndt 
^‘ilitanlium in classe enieritomm lahorcs—a regiis ipsius ante cessori* 
^‘^•'ffiindalum auctius indies et spkndidius ertirgil. 

JoHAtjjrfis Jennings^ Eques, ^usdem fmpitii praylchts Tconem 
anc pro debiid sud erga principeni fei'erenlid et patriuM chtttitate 
^ MDCCXA Jir. 
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iags, wWdilnckde Ihc Ikl! iffid with tlicir etefaiit (kiinps, 

and tl>e twt» «)lonnadt s, fonmsK a ksser square, aiqtarentlj' ternii- 
nated by ilw Rangers Lodije in tlse Paik, above which, oti a coni- 
siaiuiitig ct«infiK», ap}*ears tlte Iloyal Observatory, rtsins from the 
riiidst of agrroT of tfces. This view is •particwlarly striking, when 
Itebekl eitlrer iVoni tire lerrarte, or tin' river. The two -wjuares are 
iutersected Iry a sfsacious avenue, leading from tire town thiougk 
flic Hospital, mid forming, wrtft the amis, a kimi <v* cfoss* 

I'he buildings which immediately front the Thames, and Irear 
the names of King Charles, and Smen jtnne, have a very general 
correspondence both in slyk and »rrw»gement. The north and 
south front of each presents the appesraoce of a riouble pavilion, 
conjoined alrove by the coirthwwtion of an attic order, with a bak 
lustrade, wbicli surmounts the whole, bat separated below by an 
open portal: tire centre of each pavilion displays an elegant perli- 
tneiit, supported by four Corinthian roiuiniis^ and the sides, a 
double pilaster, of tire same «»rder. In Uie tynjjwmmi of (isc 
eastern pediment of King Charles’s Building, fe a setdpture of Him ■ 
and Fame, and beneath it, on the frieze, arc the worth Cakoi.i •- 
II. Rkx a Rec. XVT. Tire east front of Uiis building, wiiiri* 
corre.sponds to the ivest front of Queen Ainie's, is rusticated, mid 
has a teirastyle 4 >ortico iu the centre, of the Corinthian order, with 
its profrer cntabbrtttre and pediment. The west front, which in¬ 
cludes tire Bass BuiUling, is of brick, with the exception of the ter¬ 
minating pavilions, which were re-built of stone, respectively in the 
years 17l;f> and 17 C 9 . The tyminmutn of the p^iment 011 this 
side, exhibits a sculpture, in alto-relievo* of the AriiiS of England, 
suf^orted by two Genii, with ma.iine trophies, and other appro¬ 
priate ornaments. , ^ 

King Clfaries's Building contains the apartments of the Gover- 
rtor and Lieutenant-Governor, the Council-Room, fifteen Wards 
for the Pensioners, and other chambers, rliffeienlly apjiropriated. 
In tiK Cmmcil-Boetri, among others. Is a painting of GeoKOE THE 
SEC0f«D, in Im tobes; ball-lengths of King WifUAW, 
Qiieen Maey, by Sr Godfrey Kneller; E»wAtt»,. first Earl of 
SunUwicU, who was killed m Ibe battlcia ISolcbay, % 
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Sir'Peter Lely; Lord Vjscount Tohrington, wliok-length* 
by Davisoi); Hobkht OsbolsTON, Esq. wliole-Ieiigtli, by De- 
gard, from an original in tire possession of Lord Aylnier; Ad¬ 
miral SiR JoH^; Jennings, wholc-lcnglli, by Richanlson; Cap¬ 
tain Clements, an oval,*by Greeiihill; John, late l^rl of 
Sandwich, Mliole-leiigili, bv Oainsborougli; and the Mend of 
John Worley, a venerable old man, who was the first IVnsioner 
admitted intseihe Hospital. Some of the original sketclir's, by Sir 
Janies TtiornliiH, for the paititings in the Great I^a!!, are also pre¬ 
served in this room. In tire are two Irrgc Sea Piecca, 

presented to the Hospital by Pl.ilij'. Hannan, Esq. representing tlie 
exiiloits of his iuree.stor, Captain Tlioinas Harman, in the Tygei 
frigate, in the time of Charles tire Second: in one of these, he a{>- 
pears engaged with eight Dutch privateers, (from w lioni liis br.ivery 
pi'e.served a large fleet of colliers;) and in (he other, with a Dutch 
man of^w'ar, which lie took iii^thc Buy of Bulls. Here is also, a 
seri^^Llix small pieces, representing tire Loss of the L’tre/nhitrgh 
(Jailey, #i\tch wa.s burnt by accident, in her passage from Jaiuaie* 
to EnglanS; in 1727 1 and tire subsequent distresse.s of part of her 
rifvi, who csci^d in the long-boat, and were at sea twelve days 
Ireforc they cr|W make the land, without cither a morsel of vic¬ 
tuals, or a dro®»f liquor. The whole number that escaped into 
the boat, was ifenty-three; of these, six only survived the dis¬ 
tresses of the voyage, one of tvhom. Captain William Boys, was 
afterwards Lreutenaat-Gov<emor of this Hospital, and in memory 
oi his remarkable deliverance, was accustomed to pass as many 
days annwally in prayer and fasting, as he had fpent in the boat. 
Queen Anne's Btnldiag was eWefly erected between the years i 
aiKl 1728: it contains various apartments for the,Officers, and 
twenty-fonr Wards for tlie Pensioners, j. 

lire two southennnost ranges of building, which bear the names 
of King (Pilliam and Siueen Mary, have, like the fbrtner ones, a 
general conformity to each other, though diflcritig in the parts and 
oraaments. To the inner side of each range is attached a haid- 
adwnade, of Porthuid stOnC: composed of an eiftablatnre 
*^ '^«strade, supported by numerous duplicated Doric cp- 

I i 2 lumns 
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lumns and pilasters, and extending to the length of 347 f«d» 
with a return pavilion at the end, seventy feel long. Above tJic 
soutticrn extremity of each colonnade, is a well-proportioned dome 
and liinel, risking to the lieiglit of I'JO feet; each dome is support¬ 
ed by a circle of duplicated columns, of the Conipoaile order, with 
projecting groups of roluiniis at the quoins. That )>art of King 
William’s Building which contains the (ireat Hall and Vestibule, 
was tlcsigned and erected by Sir Christopher Wicr, during the 
years 16 .O 8 and I7p3. The north and soutli fronts of tliis build¬ 
ing, are of stone; tlic west front, which was finished by Sir John 
\’aul>rugh, is of brick, but has a tetrastyle frontispiece in the cen¬ 
tre, of the Doric order, with colunms of Portland stoue, nearly six 
feet in diameter. ■ . 

Over the doors in the VeMibuh, are compartments, in chraro- 
oscuro, fccordbig the names of the benefactors to the Htsispilai, 
and the amount of the donations. Here is also the model of au 
anlifiue nliip, found in the Villa Mattca, given by Lord Anson. 
From the Vestibule a high flight of steps leads into the Great Hall, 
or whkb is lOb feet in length, fifty-six feet* wide, and filtv 

feet high. In the surrounding frieze is Ihe.foUwing inscription, 
Pieia.s uugtma nt hahilcnt secure ct pttblice aUiiuur qui pubtica 
iecuritati iiwigilarunt regia Grcnovici Maria nuspiciis sublernndii 
naucis dcsiinata regunittihus^ Gulkimo e( Maria, MDCXCl^'. 
This Hall was painted by Sir James Thornhill, who was about six 
years in completing it, as appears from his own mchioriai, ad- 
drcs'icd to the Commissioners, on their order, for * a valuation of 
the piiiuting.' 'Ifhe sum jiaid to him for h» labor, was 66’S5l. 
being after the rate of 31. for the ceiling, and 11. for ifrc sides, per 
square yard.* Even this, koxvexer, tlic Directors would not agree 
to pay, till they had consulted with the most eminent painters ot 
that age, who declared, ‘ ^e performance to be equal in merit to 

any 


* See a copy of fhc^^Korial, in Cooke and Maule's HHtorica} Ac¬ 
count of P' "^Ihe tradtti(^,ih,:Jtot Sir 

Jatnes war ainetel^^Wilecuii i£ the'painting} but tliiS-hj 
roncous. 
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any thing of The kind in Ihiglaiid, aittl superior in the iiaint>cr of 
figures and omamenfs.' The ceiling diqrluys a very large and deep 
oval frame, in the centre of which, King William and ^m\n Mary 
arc represented seated on a throne, under a rich canopy, and sur- 
rounded by irersonifications of the Cardinal Virtues, the Seasons, 
the four Elements, the Signs of the Zodiac, and various otiier em- 
blcujatical and symbolical devices. At each end of the oval, the 
ceiling is raised in |jcrA|)cctivc, and e.vhibits a gallery with an elliptic 
arch, supported by groups of stone-colored figures: these galleries 
(lis))Iay various appropriate naval embellishments, with the English 
Rivers, and the Arts and Sciences relating to navigation. in one of 
them are tjdrotluccd the portraits of I’Umsiecd, the .\stronomer 
Royal, aud his pupil, tfae ingenious Mr. Tliomus Wesson, accom¬ 
panied by Copernicu^ and Tycho Ibahc. The sides of the Hall 
are. adorned with fluted pilasters, trophie.s, &c. and in rens^cs on 
tiic north side, \vlikb-eorresj>iHul widt a double row of window-, on 
the souflu'ane allegorical figures, in ebiiiro-oscuro, of llic nioie H- 
licral Virtues, as Hospitality, (.‘encrosily, IJcnignity, iScc. From 
the Saloon, a second flight of .steps hails to the i'pjnr Hall, uliicli 
is also oniautcnted by paintings. The ceiling represents Queen 
Anne, with her consort, rt-inee Georai of Diunnark, accouipdiiied 
by various figure.s; aud round fliem» the four f]uarlers of the globe, 
with the ana* of &iglaml, Sroiland, France, and Ireland. Tlie 
side walls df^lay the Landing of the Prince of Orange at llanvich, 
and of George the First at Greenwieij; the upper end is orna¬ 
mented by u large painting of (leo rge 1 he Fir: t, arid ins family, with 
numerous etublematicai figures, among which, $ir Jumes Thornhill 
has introdii^^d liis own likeness. The unmbenof Wards in this 
building is £ievea. 

Queen Mary* Building contains Wc’i'hapd, which is one ot the 
most elegant specimens of Grecian architecture in this country. 
It was erected from the classical designs of tlm late James Stiiarf, 
Bsq. better kiumm, ptirhaps,. by the appellation ot ‘ Atlienlan 
^bt?hrt/;.whi(fli he uerjuir^d from the chasteness^of his taste, and 
the Attic eWganee of his bmldings. Tins Chapel was erected on 
the site gff 'g 'former one. that was destroyed by a dreadful fire, on 

i|,i 3 the 
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the second of January, 1779 j togetlicr with part of tlie adjoining 
colonnade, the Great Diiihig Hall, an<l as many of the Wiinls as 
cotitalned ;jOn beils: tlic whole has been sime re built. The Ve». 
tibule before the eiilrance is octangular, and is adorned with Co¬ 
lossal .statues, in niches, of Taith, Hojh;, Cliarity, and Meekne^, 
designed by West, and executed in artilieial stone, by Coade. 
From Ibis an ascent of fourteen steps leads to the Chapel, wjiieh 
is 111 lect in length, and fifty-two in width, and is citpabie of fou- 
veniently arconintodating 1000 Pensioners, nurses, <md boys; ex- 
clush'e of Utc seats for the Directors, and other officers. The en¬ 
trance portal is extremely rich, and consi^s of an archilmve, fney.e, 
and cornice, of statuary marble; the jambs are each of one piece, 
twelve feet high, excellently sculptured. The frieze was the work 
of the late celebrated Bacon, and displays two angels supporting 
the Scriptures, in the leaves of which is seen the in.scripfifflj, ‘ The 
Laii; lias given by Moses; but Grace and Truth came by Jesus 
Christ.’ The folding-doois are of nialiogany, higldy enriched by 
cmrving. 

The inferior of the Chapel is fitted up with great taste and ele¬ 
gance ; even tFtfe' most suboniiriate parts are regulated by a chaiac- 
tcristic propriety, m respect to the gramtdesign, which commands 
admiration. Many of the ornaments are naval; the very jravc'- 
raent is made subservient to remind tlie spectator of the destina¬ 
tion of file building, the stones being so dts)K)sod, as to represent 
the anchor, the compass, &c, and, in fact, every part through¬ 
out, hears marks of tlie same judicious disposition.* 

The 


. Select Views of London,*&c. Vol. I, ** The same admirable pro« 
priety is observed in distributing ilie Pensioners, &c. to their respective 
places during divine service. 'I'be benches, which occupy the two sides 
of the Chapel, and which are placed equidistant, have all their custo¬ 
mary ailotmerit’of men, in full uniform. JCach bench has its presiding 
Boatswain, whose seat draws out from the end; and the whole forms 
a regular row up taih side the grand avenue, in the middle of which, 
thejr, hatj are tanged in a swaigt^; line, marked out fiy the efepositimi 

of 
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Tlic Chapd has ^ double range of windows on each side, be* 
tween winch are the galleries, eonteinuig seats ior tite (Joveruor, 
(uid other olTitcis. the galleiics are snpporled ou cautilivers, deco- 
lated with aiili(|ue oriiaiueuts and foliage, beueatli which, are rangea 
of duled pilusteis, having an entablature, similarlj omaiuented; the 
iiiter\.d.s betweiu are a<lon\ed by fesloons. Above the low’Cr 
range of winflowv on each side, are sinall osol paintings, in chiaro- 
osenro, rejrresenting Ihe princifial events in the life of Our Saviour, 
b^ l)e BruyrtJ Cutton, Milburne, and Ucbecca. Above llic galle¬ 
ries, and standing on a richl>-«>rved stone fawria, are ranges of 
pilasters, of tlie Connwsilc order, with scaghola shuits, by Richter, 
in imitation of Sienna marble, rorrespondiog will) those of the eight 
grand Corinthian columns, hy llie same artist, that suppoit the 
roof: (he bases atid capitals of Ihe latter colnimis arc of statuary 
marble. I he ceiling is. cursed, and divided into coinpartnienfs, 
di'^inented in the ancient stjle, wilJ) goloclii, frets, foli.ig*-, Ac. 
Ihe epistylinui, which goes romal the whole Chapel, is eniiclied by 
.ingels, bearing festoons of oak^eaves, »k)lpli)n.s, siiells, ainl other 
tqtpropriafe oruaincidb: the spares Iwtwecn tlie upjier sstudows, 
^»d over the doors of the galleries, are adorned with figures of 
Apostles, Rvangehsts, aud Prophets, ui chiaro oscuro, by R^beeeu- 
from designs by West, The Oigan Gaileiy is «tipj)oric4 
flntetl columns, with Ionic capitals, ami bases; crowned 
tablature and balustrade; in fumt of the gallery, is 11 smalll 
relievo of Angels sounding Ihe Harp, by Coado; audou a tablet 
beneath, is an appropriate inscription: the organ is a very fine one, 
by Green, 

1 i 4 But 

of the pavement. The intervaU of thc«vvindowt have scats a little ele¬ 
vated, containing the boysj other seats, in the same manner, are appro¬ 
priated to the Lieutenants, nurses, &c. and the whole is overlooked, L/ 
the Governor and OiScers in the galleries above. 'I his attention to 
regularity not only preserves good order and discipline, but greatly con¬ 
duces V) the grandeur of the scene. Tlie whole group, when thus ar* 
ranged, forms a picture truly Interesting; and callout, indeed, must hi* 
heart be, can bebuld tbit asMsmb'iage of naval worth, without erao- 
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Bnl Ujc finest xvork of art which decorates this swperb strnrhire, 
is the Altar piece, which represents T/i< Piisirvuliov (if' St. Paul 
from S/iijnijtc!, on the hlund of Mdita, This was o\eCUted by 
West, and it displays all that attention to historic truth, and pro- 
ptiels of costume, for sshich tliis artist is famed. H exhibits, also, 
a siipeiior richness of invention; and Uic scseial {>roups of fittures, 
whkh aie introduced into tlie picture, are disposed so judicioarly, 
and under such {larticular circunistancea of action, that they all 
conihine to increase the iiiteiest of the scone, ami at (lie same time, 
to unfold the exalted jrow'crs of the painter. The piim ii>al eroup, 
which occujiicf the centie of the jMctiire, consists of St. I'aui sha¬ 
king ofi" the siper that liad fiisteiied on his hand, into the fire, at¬ 
tended bj the Rretlircn who had accoinpaiiiedliiih, the fiiendiy 
Centurion, and a biuid of lloinan soldiers, with their pioper iusig- 
tiia. It liiij been obscivcd, and with great justuess, that the tigure 
of the Ajiostlc, though < oiisHlerably less in magnitude than many 
of the others, and leimwed to a giealer distance, picserves its pio¬ 
per diguity of principal, not only tiom its situation in the middle 
of the pictnie, but also fiom the painter having artfully contrived 
to fliiovv the reSection of the lire full in bis face, which beams with 
an awful bavignify. The group in the fore-ground rKpreseuls va¬ 
rious uianueis and piisoncrs, bringing on shore diflereut aituh 
tliat have been saved from the w reck; and war them, a female in a 
inouuihig cloak, intended tor a It unian lady, clasping, withaHection, 
au urn, supposed to coutain tlie ashes of her deceased liushaiid, w ho 
had fallen in tlie wars of Jiichii: an aged, infirm man, is a bo do- 
pieft-d here, as borne fioni the wi'cck by two robust younger ones. 
1 he uppermost group consists of tlie hospitable Islanders lowoiing 
down fuel, and other neres-.aiics, lioin Uie summit of the rocks, for 
the relief of the sufilrcfs; tlfb .sc-a, and tlie wrecked vessel, appear 
m the distance. jjPbis pictuie is twenty*five tect in height, and 
fourteen in w i(|||Hliid is inclosed in a very superb frame. ■ On 
eadi side of twRli above, b an Angel, in statuary marble, sculp¬ 
tured by Bacoi^ne licgrs the cross, tlie other the emblems of tiic 
Em liiivist. ^^Kcgmcnt be'tvvecn the great cornice and eeilini, is 
oimunep^Hp? a chiaio-oscuro painting of tire Aac«t»#( by Ib- 
iSMUIPhe last of the seriesfioiu the IlbtOiy of Our 
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which adonis the spaces wer the lower windows. The Altar table, 
Pulpit, and Header's Desk, aredesinged in the same elegant taste 
as the otherparts. the Pulpit is tirculai, aad is supported bj six fluted 
piilais of liiiK-tice, wilii an eiilablature of the same w'ood: the mti r- 
iuhuuus displat vaiious suhjetts liom the Acts of the Apostks, 
exeiuted ni alto-ulieso, Iroiu designs by West. '* 'I he number of 
\\.Mxl8 ill Qiucii Mary’s liuildiug, is tlmloen. 

Tlie inagiuiiceuce of this structuic attracts a great number of 
Msitois, and* the money giscii by them, tor viewing the Chapel, 
Hall, and other parts of the bi’ihhiigs, is devoted, after a seiy 
tnfliiia: dediietioii, lor the persons who show thtin, towaids 
the support ol the Sthool, whidi, in tonipliance with the Iloyal 
roundel’s intention, lias existed Iteie hom the begmning of the 
institution. 'J'he leceipts troni this souni, togetliei with ‘ niuht«, 
ahsemes, eheciues, &c, of the jK'iisimieis, and the miis<.«, pioiils 
oil ptovisioiis purchased of the pciisiwi ei ‘alt ot Iu,usi hold sloii 
and wiilautwd property ot deceaaul pen loiiers and iiuihs, have 
proved fully adevjuatc to the expenses ol the tslahh-lnnuit, and 
have produced a buloiire that h..s In in invested iii the stoiks.’ At 
iii't, “ten boy.s only wcie adiiutted into the School, in 17^1, 
tins wen* incHiased to sixfx . tu’d at length to 2t<0, wludiisthe 
piesent number. Ibese hoys inu-t be, at tlie time ot then admis- 
Ooii, between eleven and {hiittiii yi irs ot aee; objects < t cbarily, 
of 'ound !)ody and inuid, .ti d ahl' to read, they ate hedged, 
^lo'hcd, and insuiitaiiied lint c ^«al^, dm mg which tunc, they aie 
nstiiuled ut tho pimdplts ot icligion, by the Chaplains, and m 
wntiiig, nulhiiictie, and drawing, d they shew any geimis tor il, 
I \ the hdiooliinistet. liadi boy has a Bibles awl Ih'or Book 
given him, on his entranee iwto the School, and is Hipii'itel, during 
Ills stay tliere, with all iieiesMiy bodks and mstrimients, which he 
H aliuvvcd to take with Jam when he k.ive > the SeLool. he is then 
Ijound out tor seven yeais, to the sia-stnice. Tlie Master, who 
>» 'a]^9uited by the Duettois, has a salaiy of ljt>l. jver annum, 

and 

Xhen^ dt!iU£lt« are picservetl, V\ t'l tuevc hy Sir James Ihemhill, m 
the Coil e 1 luom. 
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and a bou9e."* Upwards of 3,660 boys have been cdtuaK'd hew, 
from tiie esfablishment of Uiis ebarify to the presi'iit tiu»e. The 
present Sihonl ihuw was rrerlcd near the Hospital, hut without 
the walls, ill the year 1783, from a design by the late ‘Athenian 
Stuart.’ Its leiiftth is 146 feet, and its broatith fprtj-two; exclu¬ 
sive ot a Tustaii colonnade in Itout, iiitciKled as a |)l<iy.pl.ue for 
the l>o;vs hi bad weather, ISO feet long, and tweiits luoad, l^ho 
Srhool-Room is 100 feet long, by twenty-five; and m the two sto¬ 
ries aboie it, are Domntories of the same extent, ihnaished with 
hannruHks; tlic adjoiuing apartiueuls are appropiiatcd to tl«’ gua# 
dial), muses, and other attendants. 

The IViisioiieis, who are the principal objc< ts of this noble in¬ 
stitution, hdu*, from time to time, been iurreased in propoition 
as tlie extension ot the funds prosed sulhi-icnt for the iiiuintenaucc 
of a gieater numlici. When the Hospital was first opened for 
their reieption, in Jaiiuaiy, 1705, fifty-two were admitted; in 
the three tollowing yeais, they were increased to 3(K); and fioiii 
that time to thcyiai 1738, to 1000. Since then, their number 
has been progressively aiigiiiented to 2,410, the present complement. 
At first, only the aged and n aimed seamen belonging to the Royal 
Navy, were admitted into the IJoi(i>ilHl; but tJmse disabled m the 
merchant service, had (he same privilege given to them, by (iiiciu 
Aime, in 1710; three years befoic that, all foreigners Who bad 
served in the Britisli navy two years, were invesfcrl with the same 
lights, in respect to this charity, as natives: marines arc considered 
in the same light as seamen: evtiy Rensiouer bus an allowanee of 
seven loaves, weighing sixteen ouiires each; three pounds of beef, 
two of mutton, a pint of pesw, a pound and a quarter of cheese, 
two Ounces of butter, fourteen quarts of beer, and one shilling for 
pocket-money; the latter sum is increased to etgbteeu-))euce for 
the Boatswain’s Mate, and half a crown for the Boatswain, llie 
elotliing allowed to levery {iciisioner h a blue suit, a hat, three 
pair of blue ya ri^^ kiiigs, three jtair of shoes, aud four shhts, 
live ncckcIolhs^jJPfwo night-caps, evei^ two years; besides bed¬ 
ding, 


Environs, Vel. IV. p, 440, 447, 
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<miig, greatcoats for the aged and infirm, and watcli-coats for those 
on guard. The bn-ad and beer are both made by )uo{>er jjerson* 
i>clougii>g to the estabiishnteM, for which purposes a larj;e btewe- 
ry, bako-bouse, tSic. have lieen erected just without the Hospital. 
The widows of sfanicii, who, in pursuance of Uic oriji^ml design, 
arc provided for in this charity, have the exclusise pruileg^ of be¬ 
ing »|)pointcd nurses iu the Hospital, At the lime of their admis- 
siou, they must lie under forty-live yeais of age: they are provided 
witli clofbit^, diet, and lodging, and allowed eight pounds an¬ 
nually its wages. 'I'he whole nnuihcr of Pensioners adniitte<i into 
the liospitai, siuce its foundation, is about 18,000; ,.,it of nurses, 
about 700 . 

In the year in consequence of an ajiplication fiom tlio 

Comn)is»aoDers of this Hns|jitat, assembled at a General Couil, an 
Act of Parliament passed, euabliiig thom, aftci defraying tlu* ne¬ 
cessary exjieuses of tiic Hospital, to grant pensions to such poor 
seamen, as were worn out, aud become ilecrejiit, in the King's 
service, and could not be received, for want of room, into the 
the Hospital. In pursuance of this Act, 1400 Ont-Peusioners 
were appointed to receive seven imunds ju r aiutuni: their numbers 
having gradually decreased by death, or admission info the'liospi- 
tal, 500 additional ones were appointed in 178*2; and the same 
number in the suceteding year; the present iiumher on the evtablish- 
menf, i.s upwards of d,000. All |)eisoiis who want to be admitted 
into tin? lloitipildt, must niiikc application at the Admindty-Olfice, on 
die d.iys apiwinted for Uiat puipose, which arc the first Thursdays 
in January, .\j)ril, July, aud October: those whose cases are the 
most pi'Cssiug, have the prcferciia*. 

Tim east and west entrances inlo the Hospital prerincts, arc 
formed by two rusticated pitTS, v^ith iiou gales, aud lodges for 
the porters adjoining: on the piers of the wc«tetn cntnuice, are 
placed tW'o large stone Ch)hft% each six feet in diameter. On tlie 
Terrestrial Gloire is marked the track of Jxud Anson’s Voyage 
Jound dm World, k the Centurion: the ] osilion of the globes is 
labbtiw, agreeably to the latitude of Grecnwicb. 

$ 
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I lie only building connected with the Hospital, that now re¬ 
mains to be (lescribisd, « the hfirmaij, wliich was erected without 
the veslls, in the jears 1763 and 1761, in pursuance of a rcMilu* 
tion of the Cu neia! Court of Directors. I'lns edifue was deigned 
by^itnart, and forms au oblong quadrangle, Ifih.fcet long, aud 
3J > biojd. It consists of two stories, and i» dmihd info two 
print ipal iwfts, < ppjopriated nsjwctively to tho>e wi ose tases 
quire suigioal aid, and to those who are m need only of jdijsical 
assistance. The number of looms is sivtj-four, eaclKif wlntdi is 
/iltetl up to accommodate fom {lersous; eifn loom hailiig a liie- 
place, and ventilator. Witliin the building are abo ajiarlnieiits 
lor the physician, surgeon, matron, and otlnr alteiHiai.ts; toge¬ 
ther with hot and cold baths, ^a Surgery, a DisjKUsaij, Hall, 
Chapel, »'ve. 

In the present himal-gioiind of the Hospital, is a MaitsoJciun, 
in wliitfi aie prcsened ineinoiiak of LlEt TENANT PirntR 

Ll.iiU, who was tin first Lieutenant of this institution, the Jin . 
ri.>l,p S/ubbs, Atcli-Deatt n ot St. Albans, and others; who wtie 
huricd m a pieie of giouiul, on tlie east side of (Ireeiiwich Park, 
that was giien to the Hoqiital, in the jeaf 1707, by Prince O’eoige 
of Deiiiijuik, but has been long disused, lire iuMnption on Mr, 
Welsh, records his having lost his lower jaw, and jiart ol his tongue, 
in an engagement with a )>art of the Dunkirk sipuidron; “after 
which, he livcii sixycais, lour months, and twelve days, by liquids 
only .” he died in August, 1709, at the age of fifty-nine. In the 
new cemetary was honed the iitt. JS’.chotai Tindat, who tiaiislal- 
ed and continued Kapui's History of England, and was the iiuthor 
of some other rndejicndent works. He was appointed Chaplain to 
Gieenwieh Hospital hi 1738, and died in June, 1774. 

The average number of reosknitrs that have died yearly, during 
the last twenty years,^^^3, out of 2400 persons. From an ac¬ 
curate table of prcjiared by Dr. Robertson,* and made 

up to D(.rerti1»»|||nmrty-first, 1801, ft appeatsi that ninety-six 
i«a:»ons were .i^Bving^ic the Hospital, from the^age of 


» Author c^^^terfcsting work on the Dlseate* iccidtistiW WSeaK^. 
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(iml upwards; of these, ihifteea were above ninety 5 ears of age, 
and the remainder between eighty and ninety, with the eseepfion of 
one, named M/i Moore, who was past 102; this nran liad lost 
four new fore teeth within the five preceding years; he was Ijom 
at rasllehoii', in Cork, and liad been thirty sens m the Kiiis’s 
service: hii grandfather lead attained tlie great a!;i of 115, ami 
hi 8 father to that of 10,5.'’ Fioin the same table it aiso a()- 
pcaw, tbatpsie Iialf of tlie iierfons reeorded in it, vieu dc'-eeinkd 
from families; and that imny oftliein were in the habit «1 
diinking fr. cly. \hnost all of tb'-ln had been mar ‘ . 1 , and four 
of them bad taken wives aftt, liiey were aboie the age of ciL,hls 
years. Very few liad good teeth; some of them hu! bt«.n entire^ 
ly without for more than lwenty\eais. tiie s'ght was i.np.Hrdt m 
about one balf; and in nearly one I'uih, tin ui!;an ot lieauna liinl 
greatly fuiled. Of the Out-lVudonr! •, wsbo then amoiitifed »'• 
only twenly-Uiree weie eighlv yr.iis of aee, 01 upnaMls t 
GaBENW'tCH Park svas d,spiaie<l tlie Palace when the 
latter w’Si converted into an liosjiital, .aid it sliil tontini'es to he 
vested i« tin* Crown, If coiUaiiu. 1 ,S^ acres, niul waswallul lO'uid 

i 

with brick by James the Pitsf. The upper part, adjoimnjj' to Blark- 
heath, is considerably elcsated; and fiom One Tae Hill, and the 
Observaton/f which Mai-ds on the site '<1 the Tower eieunt by ihe 
good Duke ofCiloeesler, the piosjuds aie uiKonmionly jim, par- 
ticukrl) of the Metropoli', the eounty of r,s.sc\, and tlie seipeii- 
tine windings of the rtiames, auinuileil by the crowds of shipping 
that are continually navigating its busy stream. Greenwich Hos- 
pital i.s iminediateiy under the eye; and, with the adjacent country 
and river, and Loudon iu the distiUire, pu'sents as most .nteiest- 
ing a coup d’ttil, as can well be innjgii'ed. The Park itself affords 
much rich scenery: it was laid out by G* Notie, iii the time of 
Charles the Second, and is planted elm.fly with elms, and SiKini.h 

chesiiut 

• John Moore, himself, died in 1805, in his 107th year. Thomas 
iioai, another Pensioner of tllis 1 lospU'il, died m Itcccmber, 1739, 

105; and —>-«•»■« Baker, in March, 173d, aged 101. 
t.lS^eaa Essay on Jamgevity, by Sir John Sinclar, Bsrt. pubinhed m 
the Phiteiophical Magazine for July and Aujjust, iSOi. 
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chetmit: itomc ot‘ Uh* latter arc very larsje. In oac part, are re- 
madns of vstrions ancient Hat} on d, nMwt of which were c^tened, in 
the year 1784-, b\ Mr. Dousilas author of the ‘ Nma Britannica.’ 
Amoof; the .iitidc<i found in tliem, were sjieai-heads, hniwf, Ini- 
mitu hfnic'' ainl liair, fragments of woollen cloth, lumps of iion, 
and !tioiul-he<«led nails, with defawd wood adhering to tliCTit. 
The Hornet I’<• wliieh has Iweii already mentioned as begun 

by Atine of Denmaih, and rompteled in great splendor, by Hen. 
Keftsi Maria, has the name of the laUer Queen on the front, toge- 
tiler with the date lo.tS. The Hall is about fifty four feet square, 
and is surrounded by a gallery; the ceiling has been ileprived of its 
omanieiits; and the whole hilenor has long been disested of its 
original iiKigiiifii cure. Thw edifice was the oi cd!,in«al retirement 
of the Right Hon. Henry Pelham, when Piime Minister; hK ssife, 
the Lady Oaihoiim I'elhaiii, being then llimger of the Park. 
Since the death of dial Lady, it has only Imvii iniiabited by .wr- 
vaiitj,; and no other Hanger of the Paik was aptHiinted till the last 
ycin, when the offiic was given to the Priiiecss of Wales. 

The Tower t« (ircetiwidi Pari;, which had been erected by 
Puke Humphiey, wasie-built or itqiaiied by Henry tii« Eighth; 
and Bgiuu eulaiged and umainentcKl by Henry, the learned I >•! 
ot NorihinnptoM, to sviuun it had Iteen granted by James the I'.i t, 
anil who made it his chief resideini'. Soon niter the toiiimtncc^ 
ment of tlie Citil War, it was tlionght of such consequence by the 
Taifiafiient, as n place of strength, that inimcdiatc stejss wcie oi- 
dered to be taken for sccutbg it. Charhw thi Second, in l6’7.'>, 
bad it imllerl dinsii, and on its site founded the present Rovai 
Obscrvatoby, tor the puipose of ohtatning a more accurate 
knowledge of die heavenly hq.dies, in order to afford a gtoalet fii- 
cility to tiie attcnipts at discovering the longitude.f This »|M>t wa# 

chosen 

f “ 'nii# foSjJKtion ow'cd it* origin to the following circumitance; 
Wonsieor de lHllpierrf, a I'lembtnan, who came to Jjondon in IdtS, 
having di tru'^w a n ward from Chaile* til/6 Second, for h» discovery 
ofa met! 'xi gMnding the longitude by the moo'i's distslnif from » star, 
jt Comffiirsi^vvas appointed to taamine iiuo hi» pieienifioii*.' iWv. 
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chospn on flie repomn^enjlalKta of Sir Clitl.*oi)her mifj ilic 
ralebrdtpil Flamstied wa<t appouitpd ti«* first \slr<iiio iier ilo\al, 
oil the afivicc of Sii Jonas Moore. The materials of lie* oul 
Tower* were employed to eonstruet the new huildiuf;, lo^aid, the 
cxpeiisi- ot wIik’Ij, tlit Kinjj gate 500i. and as mans hiuk> as v\en 
wanted, troiii .< sjwre ulotk at Tdlmrj Tort It twis (ompleled in 
|(^%aat, liifi), <ajd riamslei d being put into jv>s-( i n, he gnu to 
m^e ‘ obsCTvations,’ ui tlie iollowiiig month, *• with a ‘.ivfnt la- 
dws, coafitived by himseit, au<l sueh othei iiistriiineiit t as weie then 
m use n ujisteed resided here many years, doing ainplt pistn c 
to the Boy'ol (hone, thoiigii walking lu an almost u toddi n ptilh, 
and being one oi the first who maile use of lehsfopu sight it vtas 
not till I68<J, that he had the advantage of a mui d <n..ididut, ami 
even tlieu, it was not sueh as is now ui ust, but one tontmed and 

dn nltd 

! hmstetd, (afttrtvaids \ troaomer R n d ) ' h > n is anpi.intf u one of 
!l e Conimi«!onei«, luniniied St Pitiri \ u i istmi </o/r of oUscrvi- 
ii m, b) \vl nh to caiLui.itc the longitude of 3 givt n pi ice. 1 1 n he's is 
uinbic to do, but estuted hitnst If by 3 sirtm.,, that the diilu wtu twi'ic. 
I lamstted toiitendtd tint they were iiur, but allowed that nitbng 
teitim could be deduted fiom them, b 1 \ .mt ot mon exact tables of 
tiie moon, and more .oiiaa pta..ts ut i!u tued stais, titm Itdusob- 
striations, m idc wit 1 plain sight, allordi d '} I u be n iinU kn >wn to 
the Ki»£,, he detliied ihit Ins pilots and sailors shou'd not want such an 
assistince liercsulscd, therefore, to lound an O^iic/tcdo/c/, loitle 
purpose c( asttitiitiiiig the motions of the m Kin, and the p jtes of tie 
fixed stats, as a mean, ol discovering that gre a t’ts dc. atuni, the longi¬ 
tude dt sti.” Jymm' Enuions, \ cii, 1 \. p. toos 

* 

* Thu Tower, obseives. Mr. Lyvnh, " was sonistimes a liibitinosi 
for the yo mger branches of the Royal Famih , somttnu^ the rtiidence 
of a favorut mistress, sometimes a prison, and aoinc.tmits a pUcc c/l 
fence.” Puttenham, m hia ‘ Art of linglish Pocst,’ iiHiiiioin t ‘ livic 
lidy svhom the King (Uea. VIll ) loscd, btin^, lodged in n. Mmv oi 
York, fifth daughter of Edward the ! ourth, dud here, m!18- md 
Elitaheth'y fattorrte, the Eari of Jbeicestei, w is cnnf.m d m ih.* '1 ower, 
aftkr he had incurred the Quetn’s dAspleasoic, b) his maniat^e with tlie 
Coauif^ of Essck, 
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divided partly i>y himself, without auy he^, but tiic^rength of h^s 
owa geoius."* Flamsteed died at Orocnwk'h, in DecemHef, 1719, 
and was succeeded by Di. Halley, who fixed a (raiisit felruraent, 
and hud a new mural qnudrant, of eight feet radius, ronstnicted 
under the direction of Oraham, and put up at tlie'puhUr espense, 
in rin-, ielf lirated Astronomer |>riaei|j.iUv diH'cted bis at- 

tentbn to the motions of the moou: he died at the Observatory, 
in 17*2, and was buried at f,ee. Dr. Bradley, bis j««*cessor, 
made many iiujioitaut observations; and in Ins tinw, some very 
valuable additions were made to the instruments at the Obsciva- 
toiy: among them, was a new mural brass quadrant, of eight feel 
radius; a tiansit iustiuinent, eight (wt in length, a moveable qua¬ 
drant, of forty iiubcs r.idms, by Bud; an astronomical clwk, l»\ 
Shelton; anil a Neistoniau retleeting telescope, of six feet, focal 
length, by Shot( Dr Bradley died in July, and svas suc¬ 

ceeded by Nathaniel Bli-s, M. ssliose deeeaw, in ]76t, m<ide 
room for tlte advaiiceinenl of (lie present Astionomci Royal, the 
venerable Dr. Nevil Maskelyi.e, who has conduifed the business of 
his situation with eminent abnity. Since bis appointincnt, the Ob- 
gervatoiy h.vs been fuinislud with an excelienf aehromatie lilc- 
scope, of forty-six incite,, foial length, with a fi«*ble object glass, 
&c. by Oollond; and the whole .etronomical apfiarafus bus l»een 
greatly improved by Dollond, Naif.’e, and Arnold. The obsi-rsa- 
tions made beie by the Astiououwr Royal, hiiiee Hfi,", Inie been 
pnhlished annually, under the u^[)ettKm of the Royal Society, who 
visit the Observatory once a year f Wilhiu the building ts a deep 
dry well, formed for the purpose of admitting obsetvatiom to be 
made on th<r stars i» the duy-time, 

Allcligious house is .saW to liave bceg founded at Grermwicb, by 
Eilwaid the 'Fiiird; yet, as ilk'. Dysons has not been able to find 
any record relating to such fowudatioB, thtire is “ great reason to 

believe, 

V Dyson*’, from Wolhuon’s Preface to the AMronomSaiJ pattthign*. 

t This acet&tit of the Otisemtory « wholly deriViiii, 
rical patttcu^‘|s given of it fay Mr. Dysons t Envhuns, 'Vsl I.Vsp fll'* 
458. 
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beltevc, Ijiat no *uch bonse cxiitcd, bii< that It has Imon ronfound- 
ed with tlwi Priory at Lewisham.'’ A Com vrtviTY of Mtnouus, 
or Observant hi oat, of the Older oi St. Traiicis, was, liowetcr, 
eslahlislied here ii\ Cdward the Fourth, who, with the I’ojh Mi- 
tense, granted shein a pu'(e of "loniul udiomin" to his 1’ hue, ou 
which wcie some aricient buildings Ime (he fn.iis In ,mii to eiect 
sct^ral small mansions, m honor of the Vitgm Sfais. S'! Fia.icis, 
and AH Samis. Henry tlie Sesenlh, m the fiist ot Ins R.gn, ton- 
firtned the'fointer grant; and, by a new rhailet, (oninhil icon- 
sent of fiiars, ot the ahose oidc:, toioii'id ol ‘a Waidui, and 
tnehe Brethten, at the least,’ and he is sml, also, t i Iw’e aflii- 
wards lebiiilt the Conniit tioiii the tonndnion “ I itl nine of 
Ariagon, Henry the I'ylitli’s fast (Jneen, ssas i gicU 1 iso net of 
this House, and .ijijioinled one ol the iro.ds, I'.iilu i .loiiti Foii* -t, 
to lie liei t6>n(essoi, she ssa« also cmi-l > .vd s'inle lesi lent af 
'jieeiissn h, to rive at inidiiighl, .nv* ,0 11 tin. tnonhs in then i*. lo¬ 
tions.* 1 lies leluined this fueiuisli p by ojanis »,j)oiisii>s; her 
cause, when ll.e buMue-s of the dnoite was apfn'ed, ssl.ich so 
fai eniaged llie King, ihil he suppress),! the svliole oidci through¬ 
out Litglaitd.” This Consent svas dissolved 111 \ncust, ijJt; 
and atterwaids, at cording to Kilhnnie, sonit Monks <)! the Au¬ 
gustine Order, were lot a time plan d iicie t Queen Maiy icstor- 
<d the {lossevsiuns to the I’ramiscaii', who had begun to form 
themselves 111)0 a lusv community at Greaiwich, after hei acces¬ 
sion; and she also lep.nred the inonasitc buildings, out of grati¬ 
tude for the .itfai linieat which the likiis had shown to her ino- 
tliei's cause. This House was at length finally suppressed by Eli¬ 
zabeth, ill Jlune, 1 16*1 the huiiilnigs weie aheiwaids attached 
to the Koyal Palaie, and the site ol them is non occupied by a 
part of Greenwich Hospital { 

VoL. VIL Auo. 1800'. Kk The 

* Hist. of the English Franciscans, p StO. f Survey of Kent, p. 115 , 

$ It ap|»e»r» frofin Dugdale, Vok I p 373 , thit Ehtabcth, wife 

Tboinav'|totd D'Arcy, of the noAn, and sister to William, fir« 
mtidh,' wa* htmed m the Franciscan*' Chu,th. 
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Tilt* nnrient Clvinh of St. Alpliuijr, at Greenwicht haviiij* Le¬ 
conte vety niinou'*, In lapse of tit«e, tlie r<K>| tell m, about inn}- 
HijjlK, on the twriitx-eis'lithot No\< iiiber, 1710. The iiiliabitimts 
tlien |v*tilioitt(l the Hou'.e ot Coiniaoits lot tw-t iiKe rc- 

Imilihiie (I, ait'l m tonscqueiice ot tlm pttti t, v w i*. txptesslv 
pioiithd, In till \it '•toil alum lid jta-ail, )oi in‘r!iiij> tiAy 
iliiuhe^ iti t IK »r laiiuloii t'lii oik ot I'ltni tlioiikl iij 
till* I'ainil ot (»t 1 twiflt I Ik iki rhunh is a hai.dsoiiie siom* 
talm<, It viaj roi pleted iii i; Ih, and toioet r.itid iiMiio Scpiem. 
her of that sear ll!eii.iii» ot the mhr* i \\a John Janii >• \s 
the nest ‘’iifl n i tjinit tomi, u th i <i,io!i ./|toi«, su)ipi'!<d 
on CotHi*i 1 111 ) iliais, aiulftvti th*' i -ii ill p'i< tin iitin'in 
fitted iiji III Ui (lit i.tii sUii, .iii>l ((\f I iili o 1 %. \i iiii ) I 1 
iKiilli «al!, h 11 I p iiiiiiii„ o I iioinl, iipii I iiiii; a I'lo mil 11 
ettiiiies ot <iiui Ui ibilli on tin •■'miji « i , jKiliijt <1 
f’li.iiks tin linr, it lin di ■ ouoii i d t* i'lie i asl I'l, ii | • 
tiaits ot Qiu« 1 \im* ami (noii.'i iheln i 'liii i la i ci > > 
miinciital iiiscnpl'ims w'Inn thefimuli but on ilu on|.,Hh m 
ill tlie f hurt hnaid, 11110114 otln r 111 muim iits, are 1I1011 ot ^ 
Wit.u \M 111 Nvs ■'\M)1 RsoN. IWii >1 1 .Hi ( ( inlu, 'in 1,1 
hell iiiak ot 1 1 I ml' iili'i diid at I'l. i/e o( tdlieii, in I 7 'ii 
Sir lloBi ji r itn'.i s Knt \ihoih«d in Vpnl, 1711, ,t„it 
eiahtj-foui, Sib f\"i‘ ( hi 1 » Knt olm dud ni liiirini 
J 7 ()’, aged snt.'|-s»von, Mh John 1 1 iiip 11 tin Knt vh 
died III l/H, aiwl laeiitonant (ten • il W ici 1 v'l MsINM k, uIh* 
wa&tvttniyonc soais Chut K.igimei o( (m.it Biit.nn, md dud 1 
J780. In a latte etuiotaiv ad|oimiig tin Clinali-vaaL ainoiu* 
luain olheis, IS tin* loinh ot Di I 1 1 ou.k 1 . Si Ant, Filletw of tin 
Colk’seol I’lnsKians, and I It ^ I. dirdm 177. 

In the (dd C/not/i was a foil rut on at’llmtjihrtv Diiho 
ot (tlofcstci,* and vaiktus inoiiiiiiKnls and iiietnoiiaK ioi respeet 
•able pcrs*>iis. Amon^ them iviro aieia! Jiruuts one was in tue- 
nioiy of Ui( HARO Bow bit, fJentkmaii ot tlie (’ha}>el, and Mas¬ 
ter of the Ch^lfi'i'u to lliniy the lagliih; Edward the Sixth; 

Queen 


* 'I n 5 ai ed »s i kewd-piece la the Cat. ijf Eng. MS®* 



KTlNt. 


m 


{Jiifou Q ietn Elfeilx-th, oh. l ; anotlier f.>r John 

Whvthr, Gc'K. one of Qtiocii Elwal.clii’s footmen, wtio died in 
Jo 7 <), mid '.va-: rcpiiscn'cd in liie die^ of tiie times, a gold cliain 
over hi'' light din i'.der, and a iivaee and <-iovvii, v. ii!i tin: Queen’s 
siijijmrters, on "liii livi a ^1 ; n tiiinl was lor ili'.VKV 'rnAtri'ORt), 
Es!']. Clerk o! l!i<‘ (ireeu (ao'li under (lie same Smereiei^i,i>_ j-j'Sjj 
mr^a to irih. In rtinv! f \i,),vs, wiio w.i'j <‘'!eeii!,-;i the father 
of tlie collei'iate sfvle of ii(u:ie, and v.as Mioieiai) in the Cbape!, 
in fli • leigiis ol' Ileoiv tlielaaiiSh, and his !i:rec iinmeiiiati: suc« 
ti's-ois: he dim! in laSl.' Here was ril-o a momim ut to coni- 
loeoiorat.' tile ii i:i.'ed Kentisti AndijUMrs. W’lI.l.MM LtMr.tUD, 
f. o \v!a> wa- ii.iiu-l m the ifd (.'inneii. in Aneii'l. i e.j. yj. 
aas his son. S:; Mullon Laminiid, in !(>.',).! In this huilding 
Jvi iv.is a ( dedicated to tin Iloh (.’ro-s, belonging to a 

• lold or Fi.iU-rnit v in < ireeiia ieli, of that lianu', I);. S’Untul 

Iv k * Si/uiu\ 

'• il eeh .p. !■. le..!- I” ell >1 hi .So-y;>c\ < ixeit aaacsed :o 
■Si- % s .S.irvey ef I/,.id .11. 

Entcr'esi h.ie (.l a;-. !v 3 v.-orttiy wygiit 
W'iin ter lel'.y f, me ia niudsk holt* the he!!. 

Hi! n.inu' Oi s' e.i -.v u /’/lo.eo.sv Tafl{S iiygUf, 
il) iioiit si vet'll 10 life he dill e.Vce!', 

He seried ivme in Chappel! with grete pray.se, 

Foiver Jsovs’ie j 111. reygnes, a thing notofs'ea seen,' 

I me.«n Kvng Henry and Frynce Edward’s dayes, 

Queue M iry, and Eliitabeth our <Jutiie. 

He tharyed was, though children he had ntne. 

And lyvcd in love full thre and thirty veros 

loyal spouse, whwi uame jteJyjtt w as J.me, 
here entombd hint company n'jvv bear*. 

As he did iyve, so also did he dy, 

In myld and qttyet sort, O! happy m.in5 
To (sod full oft' foi' mercy' did he ei y, 

he lyves, let Death do what he can. 

t Whenlliji old Church was taken .'down, Mr. l,.;^robard!s ttionu*. 
went andrj^ut up at beveneaks. where ii stiil Ii, by a de-’ 

’■'end int. 
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Squire, made Bishop of St David’s in tlic year 

ha(i been insfitufcd to tiie Vicarage of this Parish (e» yearih^te, 
and he held it in commendam diH, his death, in 17 ()tS: he Vfps au¬ 
thor of an Essay on the Anglo-Saxon Government, and of some 
other Icarni'd « orks. > 

In the R<",'sitr of Gre<'n>.virli, are recorded (he names of niany 
eminent per-ons «ho hau‘been iutcired licre, but for whdnjno 
lucinoiials have bei n placed in cither of the Churches. Among 
lliem are. those of Elizaheih Stewart, Countess ol'Cafritk, in Scot¬ 
land, buried in January, Hi+o, t). Sir Riclun d Stainer, t\ brave 
Adniinil, wlio parikuiarly distinguished hiinsell during the Protec¬ 
torate of Cionr.vcll, ulien, in nilh only tliree frigates, he 

atla<.ke<l a Simnisli Hotilla of eight sail, mid, notwilhslanding his 
disparity of iminlicrs, completely defeated tluni; lie sunk <me, 
burnt a second, dlo^c two on shore, and captured Iv.o others, ou 
board ot' which was Ireasiire to the anionnl of (iOtt.C'Hil. In tlif 
next year he assistev! the gallant Adniirai Blake in the dcstniffion 
of.tlic Spanisli iiola in the Bay of Santa-Criii!; '■ an act so mini- 
rulous,” says Ciareiulon, “• that all who knew the place, wondcicd 
how any man, with what courage soever endowed, couhl iiavc 
undertaken it: indeed, they could hardly persuade theiasches (.> 
believe what they had done; whilst the Spaniards comforted them¬ 
selves with the belief that they were devils, and not men, whi> had 
destroyed their ships.” Sir Kicbard died in November, ititi.’, 
having been made Rear Admiral of the Fleet by Charles tbc Se¬ 
cond, Dr. Robert Boreman, author of a Lite of Alice, Duchess of 
Dudley, Sir George Sondes’ Narrative of the Death of his two 
Sons, (one of wlfOm was hanged for the mnrder of his brotlier,) 
and other pieces. Sir James Lumley, Bart, after whose death, in 
J771, at the age of sevcifly-five, the title became extinct. Mr. 
Jiobert Newcourt, Gent, buried in Fchruaiy, 1715, 1(), author of 
that valuable work, the llcpertorhm Loj^nettsc, two volumes, folio. 
Matthciv, Lord AylnierfVbo, when Page to ViBieis, sec«i.d Duke 
of Bucking^iam, wasjjcrsuadcd by liim to cuter ibto the sea .ser¬ 
vice, in which he g ^ ually rose to tlie highest hoaprs uf die pro- 
fesuou, and was gj^,iuade Admiral, imd Comtnaaii^ la Chief of 

‘the 
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rtie Floot. In 17l4t, he wag laade Governor of Grccnwidi 
tal, and soon afterwards Ranger of Uic Park, and Keeper of the 
Queen’s Hous^ where from that period he resided till his death, 
in August, tfSO. Several others of his family and descendants 
were also buried here. Admiral Sir Clt.vlcs Hard:,', who died in 
December, 1744. Major General Jamc^ the gallant com 

qu?ror of Quebec, who fell in the iiionient of viclorv, in Septem¬ 
ber, 1759; .tyid was buried Iiere near his faliier, LkuUnant-Gcne- 
rat luheard Ifolfc, in (he November following; and Lavinia, 
Durlicss of Bolton, the celebrated Polly Peaehuni, who was buried 
in February, 176 ’u. Ainotig flie other ro.inarkablc entries in the 
Register, are the two tidhming: “ FrudeiK Soria, .son of S.iniuel 
North, (beitig horn A^ith()ut arms, his hands growing out of his 
shoulders,) baptized Julj 4, 10’I9.”—“XoM inhcr IS, \Uk">, John 
Cooper, of this parish, alnis-nian in (J.iccn Eli/ahetli’s College, 
aged 108 years, and Margaret Thomas, ol Charlton, in Kent, aged 
eighty years, married by license ol'tlic Lord Bishop of Rochester, 
.'tad leave of fla- Ooveniors of the Diniicis.’' Tiiis hardv veteran 
in connubial Ironds did not survive his marriage quite a twelve- 
mouth; the date of his burial being thus recorded—“ Oulcl 
Cooper, buried Oct. 31, ifiSOV' 

Among Uic smaller charitable foundations at Greenwich, are 
two Hospitals, or Colleges, as they are called, for poor people. 
The most ancient ot'lliese was founded in 1576, by William Lam- 
bard, Esq. the celebnitcd Antiquary, who has just I)oen mention¬ 
ed, author of the ‘ Perambulation of Kent,’ and other learnerl 
works. Hiis is said to have been the first Hospital erected by a 
Protestant; Mr. Lambard endowed it for the mainteiv.uice of twen¬ 
ty poor persons,, either male or female, calling it the ‘ College of 
Queen Elizabeth,' and consigning the direction to the Masto of 
the Rolls, and the Drapcis’Com{)any. The original allowance to 
cadi jrensioncr was sik shillings per month; but tlii-shas been/ia- 
oeafed to ficfl^ti shillings monthly, and a chaldron and a h^-of 
coals yearly, ^ By the ordinaiKcs, a preference is directed to be 
giywto ^4ged, the maimed, the hliiid, to those iiuji^^shed 
to those afflicted with any coutinutd.|skkness 7 n 5 »t cOn- 
K k 3 tagij^i 



KENT. 


505 

tagious; and t<> those burtlicned with a nnmerous iliniii.v: a man w 
also to b«i pvcfifrreil hcfoi-e a woman, the inairicfl to tlie uiunar* 
tied, &c. The founder also, with tiie conscni of the Bishop of 
Rochester, composed u focin of morning and evviiiitg jjrajer, which 
be orduiiK d always to be used, and made his ertd(»vviu«!pt void, 
should if ever heiome unlawful to use it by tlie statutes of the 
realm* Nearly 1,'3(^)1. in South Sea Aiinuilies, and some sinaV.er 
benefactions, to the nmouni of alxnit ten {>umids annually, have 
been given to fliis Hospital since its foimdation. 

The secoiul Hospital, called Colher, stands near the 

river side, at the cast end oftlie town. This was founded in lGl3, 
by Henry Howard, Earl of Northannilon, hreulier to the Dulce of 
NortolK, and Governor of Dover ('aslle. He endowed it with 
lands anil rev enncs tor I'tc support of' a Warden iuwl twenty Pen¬ 
sioners; of whom twelve must i»e paiishioners of Greenwich, and 
eight of Shotishani, and Castle Rising, in Nortolk. The matiage- 
n.ent of this institution lie vested in the Aleicers' Company, who 
allow ti;e inmates eight shillings weekly for commons, hcside.s 
cloliics, lodgiit", and salaries, wlikh are varied at the discretion of 
tlie Company; the whole income amounts to about ]lOOl yearly. 
Tire hufldings arc of brick, and form a small quadrangle, with a 
cloister surrounding the inner court r the Chapel, w hid) measures 
liftj-six led by twenty-six, is deilieated to the Holy Trinity, and 
contains a monument, by Slone, (for exeenring wliicli, that artist was 
paid 3001.1) in memory of Hknky, Earl of N’orthampton, the 
founder ot the College. 'Ibis was lontoved, wnb the body ot the 
tiarl, from the Cl aj el at Dover Castle, wheic it bad onginally 
bcey put up. On*the tomb, tiencath a canopy sup]>orted by eight 
arclms pn Mpane pillars, i- a black surcopiiagus; and above the ca- 
i)o| y, lim figure ot tl e Earl,* kneeling, with liw hands raiscct as iu 
player, :u <1 his body iu close armour; over which are the robes of 
the Garter. At the west end of the tomb, aic the anus ot ihe 
liowards, qnartcoitg Brotheiton, 'Wainm, and Mnwhraji at 

corner 


• Lysetss’ Environs, Vo! IV. t». 484. 
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comer is a statae of a Osmihm! Virtue; anil at the sides, are iin< 
•criptioas, ia latiu, ciiutaeratin^ tiie titles and citarkies of the 
Bail: lie died iu January, l()i4. IIhs nionuinent, though wrought 
by one so celebrated for. lus esccliettce in nionuniental sculpture, 
is a veiy<|«*«\y, tantelcss ajm|K)siiion, and if really designed, a« 
well HS eserutcd, by Stone, eiinces that his abiliiics must have 
boei^py unequal: it is probable, however, that his genius w'as re< 
strictOT by the directions given liini by bis employers. In the east 
window of Ifiis (’b.i|Ml, is -a puiuting, on glass, of the Crucifixion; 
and also some coals of arms, esliibiling the early alliances of llie 
Howard family. Heliind the Ilosjiital, is a large L.uhen-g^rden, 
of aliout an acre and a half; liie produce of which, after supply¬ 
ing llie inmates, is soUl, and the profits arc divided among them. 

Several Schools have been eslaljlishcd at fiiecuwich, for the 
education of tlie children of the poor. 'I'iic fitri/ Cotit School, iu 
whidi sixty boys are now clothed and i ihicalcd, was fonuded by a 
bequest from Mr. John Roan, who, in Ih't'J, gave the reversion of 
all his land and houses in (hccnwich, to liustces, for that purpose; 
the annual }m>duce of liis endowments is now -abouf 3U0l. and 
other benefactions have, since been made, to tlie value of airout 
20 l. yearly. Tlie Green Coat School was fhmidcd and cudotted 
by Sir Willmm Boreinan, in the year J<>72, for twenty hoys, who 
are to be clothed, and instructed in wniiug, accounts, and naviga¬ 
tion, lliis School is uaiier the direction of llie Drainers’ Com¬ 
pany; who, when llie acamnt of thaiLlablc donations was collected 
by order of the House of Commons, returned the revenues as 
unknoxen; its present income is sup|W)sed lo be above OOOl. A 
new S<1kio1-1 louse was built for the boys, abimt twenty years ago. 
Another School, for the education and clothing of girls, was insti¬ 
tuted here about the yrar 1/00, iftid is supjrorted by an annual 
subscription Ifom the hidics, aided by a collection at a charity 
sermon; the iiumber of girls is < ontiuually varying, ^'arkms small 
lieuehictious have been luade for the jioor of tins paiisb, by dificr- 
uit persons. 

Iq tile year IS57j two Burgesses were rrlunied to parliament 
ihlubitauts of this town; Bi.t this was ilie only time ol their 
K k 1. cxerasiiig 
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exercisaig that right. Tl>c Assircs ware held here m the first, 
foartfa, aud fifth jears of Queen Eltrabeth. 6i«en#ki) haf been 
the reeidence of many noble and literary characters. Willhim 
Courtenay, Earl of Devonshire, readed heic after his release from 
prison, by Henry the Eighth, (ill his death, in K)1 Bisliop (Jas< 
treU lived lieie before his promotion to the See «t Cliester, in 
1714; the braxe bit John Lawson, the scouige of the Dutch,;, died 
at Greenwich, of tin wounds wlwh he had received iatite great 
sea-fight x\ith the Dutch licet, in May, iWu. the latter days of 
Sir John Leake, who was buiiod at Stepney, in 17V’0, were jussed 
liere, in a villa winch he had built foi Ins own resuleiKe, and Dr, 
Johnson had lodgings in Chnuh Street, in 17d7, when he cons- 
posed a gieat pait ol Ins Irene as be walked in the Park. 

On the liver side, just indow Noiloik Crtllege, is the spafious 
Iron fritaif mw Liloi.gi.ig to Millington and C’o hnt tuiiniMly to 
the Craw leys, to wIikIj the vaiions articles iuamif.uUne<l at iheit 
immense Iron Works at Jswalwtll, Winlaton, W lulaton Mill, ami 
other places on tire banks ol the Deiwmit, in Dmhani, are foi- 
wardtd tor tlu' coiivenicnte of the home Hade, Ac. Soiiie few 
hands arc also cntplcyed here, for the puijrose of tiiptriyiug such 
goods as may he wanted in greater baste than they could he 
brought from their manufactories in the Noilh. 

Gieenwirh was the tanduig-place of the Princess .\ugusta of 
Siisc (ioiha, the mother of his present Majesty, and the first in- 
ten lew between that Lady and Fjcdcric, Pniice ot ^ale«, liejr des- 
tinerl husband, look place in the bahxiny of the Hanger's Lodge, 
flouting the Paik, Her Royal Highness the present Pi'intss of 
Wales, also landeddierc, previous to her marriage. But tin niort 
nieniorabie event ot this description, was the laiuimg ol the u inams 
of the - nvEU-TO-BE^AMEN'fBD’lVELSON, who gi<alls iiliia 
the Battle off TrafiMr, on the tw-enty-firsl of Oitobu, 1805. 
His body was bro^fflo England, and being decieed a public fu¬ 
neral, was be laid In state ui the Hall at f »i(‘enw’ich 

Hospitftl, wheJH&ing fitrw* days, the fittb, sixth, and seventh of 
January, thtJK of his honoied bier drew foith the heart-felt 
sigii flow gBImense Imultitude of Itis countiy'ioieft, L0»sii» 
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eighth of Janaary, (he Body was convoyed, in a solemn pioression 
by »«tJer, to tie-\dnuitaHy, preparatory to its iiiteiincut ir. St. 
Baal’s (’athedraJ where, on the toJloHiiig day, it was deposited 
with every so'emmty and attention m the power of a gratttul Na¬ 
tion to bestow* Sescral Princes of (lie Blood Rojal, (he chief 
Officers of ^tate, and a great i iimbci of Pulatis, Nohilitj, Nasal 
Oflieers, &.c. aaomjianied the jirottsMoii tioiii ihe \cl i iialts , to¬ 
gether with a mihtart foiro ofntaiiy fcOOO men. The uinaiiis of 
tilt ininiorlal Nelson linnscdl, wcie carried to the Cilliedial on a 
splendid funeral car, wlmli wa, a'ttrwaids puseated hv (lit Lend 
( liainberiain iltn* I ill of Dartiiionth to Oictnw . i Hospital; 
“ thcie to remain i i jciina'ient n tii.cn al ot the !L,i<.tilude a 
11 in roiis nation is * \t i wilint” to s! ow to tho'c I tiocs wlio hate 
lahtn gioHoiish 111 ilsmvat senue.” I’etai is no i pUictd in 
tlx iippc’r part ot the (juat Hall.’* Ihe 

1 nt (ollowing veis ipfopi f t c clitic ter of 

Ntion, was gin nm cpenidit..! jil i. i i .1 t •.(.«}, atiti a full 
tot r pin n cl his 1 ii ., ttc. 

‘ 1 hus hus ditd, diiu il us lus 1 1 cn I n I, wnii the tc irs ofa naiicn 
I i lilt bti cl iltu bcntlattor, i Min „s iiu'y cai own, as tiuiy 
1 mtd m U c tl 1 )c itciic c iw uld ol b iiisli vu me, is 1ns < u r d gi ntd 
lilt most ^,f>lc3tn pc' (I ( n i' It s o <■' i e in, w' t < mt c c w ts a 
pi.ncipU, induct apt i i, ii tUemt win , cltist d .v niiural 
lliijour, ui( mud and at in .tid 1 u pn. • cc , ciui thus, b) i r.rt unicn 
(f 1 id mint ind It int tmtrpii t, u dtitd it ttjud i > tl c | ti s f 
the tine a man, «b ‘i cxdttd nu nt c .s imlj cqutli <1 b\ 'ns ittt it 
ing simplititv, a simplmu so without am \ li pici.nt, am cxiti at 
.ip, Uuiaixe ot tlem'ghty v* ul s iihiii, ii at llu Ifc’i > wi uianjwniill 
sttu in his atis, and ihtn, bv his ureqi likd mock t , wenca ,.ncwn as 
sath to all, but unknown to hnistll aVt d iv th n^, be vtt wanting 
totomplete the tull 'iieaspfi ot th->t» cc kntt wan wlah the best of 
ourpottsluve esci arrayed tint Ind n ,t oi tbtir inii^imtion, a 
pttjeof Lngliih !hto, ht hai3 ii, I i, w iln pitiy tcyinl lo 1 is sajoui, 
considering bimstd, m lus bia sumssc., as in humble in.tiumcntof 
fav (Jod, ht* impuied the who’t ol las sunc ss to tl e protcctinj; b ind of 
Providcsneifj and that I'ro*.identc, m rctuin, itmtmbecwg ban ,ti I'le 
and IB the Jiout ot dcam, lutomd ban a dtath in s ctuif, 
name amongst me biato deltndtisof then soun* y.” 
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Tbe pj^ulalion of Greenwidi, as relurned undfr tl»a tat* Acf, 
was U,339; of Iliis nuiubcr, 7,323 wore utidles, and 7,01 6 ‘ fo» 
males: the uamber of bouses was 2,121; luajuy of the latter are 
Landsoiiie buildings. The streets are irregular; atut the whole 
town is ijitcrserted bj the llos|>itai, and its preriurts, TIm* c««. 
rems of the ‘ CheU u Lhuthum' are now managed by the Oi&cers 
of CJreenwid) Ilospital, in a new building, erected for the mux* 
pose, near the western entrance uf Uie latter fabric^ during fine last 
and present year. ** 

Gieenwicb bus been tbe birth-place of scvoial illustrious per¬ 
sonages, of whom, tbe three piiaripal were, Hen ky i he r.n.UTH, 
and bis iwo daughters, Queen MAKV. and Qt een EEiZAitETH."' 
The lives of tht'se Soveie'igns aie so lutimately mleiwmen with the 
Iiistory of Gn-at Br tain, that no account of them, snihcienlly satis¬ 
factory, could be in't'iud within any limits that might be assigired 
fur tbe pmpo',e in the pages ol tiiis work. I be centuis in wliieli 
they Used, was one ol tiie most memorable that bus been lecorded 
in the annals ol ibi.s countiy. The overbearing iwwer of the no¬ 
bility was edeiUuilly biokeii by tbe ineasmes pursued by Henry 
tbe Seventh; and tliat ol the Roman Pontift, and of die Catholir 
hierarchy, was as comjdetely dissolved by bis Miccessor, lleury the 
Eighth. 'I’iiese eccuts, whether geuciated l>y policy, pride, or 
pusstuii, bad a great tiiduence ui lueiioratiiig tbe condition of tbe 
common people; while tile final cstablisiinient of tbe Protestant 
religion, wnicb < oinmcucing its progress under lieiiry the Eighth, 
bad been promoted by Anne Boleyii, slrenglhened by Edward the 
Sixth, opposed by Queen Slary, and eventually consolidated by 
Queen £ii/abetb, bad an equally ba{i|>y eil'eri ui removing the su- 
peistitious gloom lliat bad fur ages been interposed between the 
creature and tlie Creator; Iwdwceu man and liis God. Many, 
indeed, are the advantages which resulted to the iiatiun from tbe 
sovereignty uf the House ol Tudor;, though it cannot be denied, 
that tbe reins of cuijijre were at limes iqdiekt by too strong, loo 
tyranuicul. too bluodyc- a baud. Ibc impbrcable di^iostuon of 

lleujy 
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Henry the Ughth, was strongly apparent in the actions both of 
hlary and Glixabetli; but in the latter, the latent s|)aiks of cruelty 
were prevented fottu kiiulihig into a dante, by tlie more mild be. 
lief in which slic Iwd been educated. Tl>e stem character of the 
llorubih faith, made Mary a |>cisccutor. Elizalndh, by the niiluml 
violence of her 1eiii|tt'r, was frei|ueutly iiii|M‘lle<l to similar con- 
diiat; but, fortunately for the country, her religion m as humane. 
Ilciiry had a great fuuduehs tor magnificence and pomp; and iu 
tliis, too, Erualteth inherited his feelmgs; as she also appears to 
haver done, Iris predilection for the Navy, which, during their re- 
speclice reigns, began to assume tiiat distinguished jue-cmineiicc 
over oUmt nations, vchicli is now m llie scij, lieight and zenith of 
its glory. In domestic life, llemy was a sanguinary tyrant: the 
opitosition of the f ourt of Home, to las dnoue lioin Cafbtiiue 
of .\rragoij, the necessity of which he seems to have been con¬ 
vinced of, by real conscientious principles,’ souied the more gene¬ 
rous feelings of his heart; and ho hetame idoomy, inoiose, obdu¬ 
rate, ami cruel. Two of tin partners ot his bed and throne, 
imrished on the scafiold; and a lliirdt vvas only preserved h\ her 
exemplary prudcmcc, from undergoing the same fate. Mary, who, 
after her accession to the crown, imirricd Philip the Second, of 
Spaiu, was untortuiiate in the return made to her nfi'cTtion; and 
Uie neglect of her husband, combining with the loss of Calais, 
and, perliajts, with tiic univer.sai detestation which her burnings 
and tortures had excited, died of a broken heart. I'he death of 
Elizabeth vvas 'nmilar; in an evil hour, she had ordered the execu¬ 
tion of her imperious tavorile, Essex, and Itoin that mouieut, peace 
fled her pillow ; and though the cares of slate, •and the appi ouches 
of old age, might undoabtcdly unite to disturb the liouis ot' her 

repose, 

* See the Introduction prefixed to the ‘ Love Letters from King 
Henry VIIl. to Anne Boileyn,’ iu the Selection from the Harleiaa Miv- 
c«liany, p. 137—U2. 

t Catherit^ t a very Vvcauvif^l portrait of this Queen, colored 
aatf'gilt in j^itst^ the origluai, has been rctcnily publislicd, in the 
‘ '‘i#»bedv Palace.’ ^ 
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repose^ yet the bitteniess of soul which she encouraged after that 
event, most be admitted as the principal cause of her decease: she 
died ui March, 1603, at WindM)r, in tlie sevcntititli year of her 
age; Mary, her halAsister, died m November, 1358, injher forty, 
fourtli year; and Henry, their joint father, died in January, 151-7, 
aged fifty years, and seven mouths. 

Adjoining to Greeiivuch, oiithesouth, is BL.\QKHEATH, wMch 
is partly situated in this Parisli, and partly in the Parishtsol’ Lewi, 
sham and Chariton. Its name is, by some, supiiosed to lane been 
derived Irom the appearance ot the soil, and by others, fioin its 
bleak situation. Tue IVuthn^ Street Ud anoss this heath, iii its 
course from London to Dover; and sanou' Rouiaii antiquities base 
been found hcie, particulaily on the side neiiest to Gieiiiuidi. 
At a small distance tioin the comer of the hedge upon the light, 
says Mr. Hasted, wiiere the load to Doter, and tliat to Lee, paits, 
are remains of three Iiur>o-.^s, in one of wlmh, some bones have 
been found. In 1 / 10 , there were dug np lieie .i great many l^ins, 
and among tlicni, two of sui unusual fotiii, tiie one globular, the 
other cyliudncai; lioth of a fine red eliiy. llu* cylindrical one 
was about eighteen inches in length, and contained a gieat quanti¬ 
fy of ashes, and also six or seven coins, much obliterated; but on 
two of them, the names of the Linpcrors f'laudais, and OaiUraius, 
could be distinguished. The globular urn was about six feet, three 
inches, in ciicumference, in its widest part; and contained ashes: 
below the rim, at the mouth, weic the words W VRCUS ALRE- 
LIUS nil. rudely scratched.*" A Glass Tniis also mentioned, by 
Dr. Plot, to have been found on this facatli, in a bed of bard 
gravel. * 

The encampment of flic Danes on Blacklieath, has been already 
mentioDed ;t and it has often, since their tiiiics, been tlie station 
a military force. “InflSSl, Wat Tyler, JacA. Straw, andtheirasso- 
ciates, were encamped Df|Km Blackbeath: Jack Cade, the counterfeit 
Mortimer, twice occiibied the same station, in 1460. Cta the twenty- 

tbiid 

0k. of Kent, Vol. 1. p. 375, 8vo. Edit, 
t See before under Oreenwkb, 
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third of February, It 31, the King w.w met on Blatkheatli, by a grraf 
Miimber of Cade's deluded followers m their shirt■<, wiio ImmhU 
on tbeir knees, craved for pardon,* In 1152, Huirv tin SKth 
pitched Im tent upon Btaikhealh, when he wa*. piep.miig to m’!.- 
staiid Uie lorc^s of the Duke of York, atlen'dnh T.'lwaid Ihs 
roiirlh.f In 1171 , the Bastuol r.)l''<t>ibnd',e cufanipcd thnt 
with his arms.I In the year 11 ' 17 . lord kndles, .nid tlic C nni.k 
reliels, pitched their ttnils uiwi ISLukliertli, vhue tins n i ted 
the aundl td'Heniy' the Seventh, 11 i lib einn. A battle f ’.s'led 
on the tvyenty-serond of July, tL* vue ovuihrovvis and 

Ihur vliiefs taken, and e\ent'i.i' ' ‘K ot 'I' ' a 1 Joseph*' 
lent, one of the iniwleaders, n In m >' n l.inibaid vvr(4i L 
JViambulation, it was (ommom , J' d d 1 'iiii'i’-roi ;e, Jojejili 
liinmg been, by trade, a blaik'H.ii'i | 

“ Btackhealb has been the srun also of iiatin) hil piue^'Ons 
md ceieinonial meetings, attend) d v iln in id' 'picndiil pa':r'»aiiliy. 
Ileie, 111 1100, Henry the rouitli, with uieat and ira'^jb 

fiu'iice, III) I the Einperoi of Constantinoph M ioik' Pi ,e)vlo':ns,) 
whin he aimed in Engtoud to soluit a'>st rin ayfiind Baiaaet, 
Emperor i>t the Tuiks.lf Here, on tin twi atv third of November, 
IH.'i, the Mayor and Ahlermen o! LoidIoh, with 100 utieens, 
ilolhed HI scailet, with rid and white howls, met tliur vidoiions 
Mouai<h rctunimg tiom the field I'f Agmiouit.** Hue, ii. t HO', 
the tiiiAiis met the EnijH'ror Sigisiniind, who came to mediate a 
fnace between rianre and Englanil, eomludiiig him lienee to Lain* 
Im'Ui, where he was met by the Kms H In 1171, the ritizens met 
Edward the rouilh, on Blaekhoth, a> be returned ftoniFi nice ff 
In 1519, a soleiim Embassy, consisting of ilie^AdirnrHl of France, 
tbe Bisliop ot Paris, and others, with 1200 pcisous 111 thui train, 

was 


* Stow, p. 6t8. i Ibid lo. ta'it p. 203, 

t Hoiin»he<3, Vol. III. p. 690. § Stow s Annals, 4to. p. 802. 

Laniard's Peta,ffvbwVaVvon, p. dt, *8 HolnvsVveii, VoUlll p. 

ibid. p. SJ6.* tt Ibid. 


Ibid. p. 701. 
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was in^it by the Lord Admiral of Enslaiul, attdndi'd by a numefoti' 
ratniue.* Tlic saine year, Cardinal being sent, tn the 

Pone, into England, as his Legale, ssasreiened llm Heath, 
by till' Duke of Noitolk, and a great number of |)rclates, knight'-, 
and gcntleinen, ulio <ondueled him to aliehtcntof tiothofgold; 
then ho arrayed himself ni his Caidinal’s lobes, and rode thence in 
iiiu'h slate to London.f \ still more nugnificrnt jnocession, »as 
that winch apjK'ared uimn Rlackhealh, at the nu'eting lietween 
Henry the Eighth and the Lady Anne of Cles’cs, on‘the thud of 
Jannarv, 1510, 1. 

“The Ciiroincles tel! ns, that she came down Shooter’s Hi!!, 
at twehe o’cloek, and atighleci at a tent of cloth of gold, pre|>ared 
on the heath foi het iiceiuion. The King liavmg notice of her 
anival, went through the Park to meet her, attended by most of 
the Nobil ly, the r>isho}>s, the iUialds, the toreign AmbaWdors, 
&e. Tlie pioces'um tioin tlie heath to (Jreeiiwich Palace, wasat- 
tt'iided bv those m the King’s and the Pniuc-ss’s tram, being in 
number (>00, by 1200 citi/eiis, and otliers, clad lu s’elvet, with 
chains of gold, by most of tire b male iiohilily, and a great ninii- 
ber of ladies. All the city barges sseie oiithcwatei, mai the 
Palare; and the pfOctsSRin was saluted with peals of aitilh ry from 
the tower ni the Paik The marriage eciemoiiy was poiloimtd in 
the Cliajiel at Greenwieli.’J In Apiil and May, 1 ihS, the 
city mihlia, to the iiuiuIki of i or jOOO, mustered Iielore the 
Queen, at (Jieenwich, coinpleleiy armed, foi m or eight days: 
during tins peiiod they ciicani))e(] on tlie heath.f “ On the fiisl 
of May, 164-5, ' Col. lllmif, to please the Kentish people, who 
were fond of old ctretoms, paiticul.ulv May games, drew out'two 
regnnenhi of foot, ancl exciiisul flKin on Black he<ttb, rcpicsenting 
a mock fight lietwccu the Ca^alieis aiict Kuuiulheads. 'Hie peo¬ 
ple,’ says tlie wnlci of the Diuiual, wbeiwc' this extract b taken, 

‘ were as much pleased as it they had gone a iftaying,” 

WWim 

* Holm hid, \ ol. III p. 8tSt. 
t Piddcs’s Life ol VVohc j, p I DO. Edit, ttffft 
} Hoknbed, Vol. m. p. D48^WO. 5 
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Within rtle last thirty (Mr forty years, Blarkheath has been con- 
shlcrttoly eotitracleil in extent, by the erection of houses, scwmI 
of whicli are now the residentfe of.respectaWe families. The seini- 
nreular ran^, called the fiaranon, and one or tno of the man¬ 
sions in South Place, which needy adjoins it, on the south part ot 
the heath, are handsome bn^ edihces, tastefully oruamentod 
by gotonnades. These huildh^ occupy a pait of tlie estate called 
WRtCi(l.itgMAES{(, and formerly iK'longed to Sir Gregory I’agc, 
Bart, who purchased it about the year 1721, after tiie deafli of 
tltc widow of Sir John Morden, Bart, the founder of Moidcn 
College, by whom it had previously been jiossesscd. Sir Grego¬ 
ry, liavhtg iMjlled down the old mansion, elected a very niagiiili- 
cent structure of brick, faced with stone, and coiisistiug of a cen¬ 
tre, aud two wings, united by a colonuarle. The whole is s,iid to 
have been com])ietcd in one ys?ar, hv James, the arcliiled: flic 
mternal decorations corresponded with the gramlem of the estcrioi, 
and a 6iU‘collei'tion of patulings, by the old masters, still liinher 
displayed the liliml spirit of the owm-r, who d c 1 in 177 . 1 , h.iving 
ho<jucathc<l this manston and estate l<* his great-nephew, Sir Gre¬ 
gory TunH*r, Bart, in tail male. This geutieman assumed Hic 
name of Page; ami in 1781, obtained an Act of Parliament to 
enable him to alienate. Under this Act he sold iVi ick't mai sh 
HoKse aix! Paik toJolmCator. Esq. of Bei keiihani Place, in the 
year 1781, for the sum of .i2,o50!/ Tnn-e years alterwaids, 
this geatlemui sold tlie house, by am lion, in lots, to lie taken 
down; yiel a groat part of the walls i> now standing iit rums, ‘ a 
iuelancholy monument of Us former graodc ar.’ 

At a short distance fioni the Parago i, on ilicwast, is MOl’DEK 
f'OLI.ECiE, so ti-amed h'om its touink-i, Sir John Mordtn, Bart, 
an affluent Turkey merchant, who'had hem settled at AlepjKi; 
and, omhis return, erected this slimturi', toi the reieiition ot de¬ 
cayed merchants. When the buildings \u*ie comphletl, (anno 
he placed in them twcHe decay* d ToiUeyf un n hiuits; and 
on Ins death, lu September, 1708, was buiied in the ChaiKl. By 


* Hasted** Kent, Vol. I. p- +28 
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dated w 1702, and a 6ubi>eqaeat codicil, he endowed liis 
College with the reversion, after bis l,ady’s decease, ofvariom 
estates, the annual rental of which 1$ p>w about 160OI. Cady 
Morden, finding her income inadequate for her $up})OH, was ob- 
lige.<l to ie<liu't' the niimher of merchants, maintained on bef hus- 
baiul' cluirify, to tour. On hefttlMUj, W 1721, the whole estate 
fell to the Colh'ge; and the nutftbWwas again increased, and has 
since been fixe<l .it thiity. The IPfendom'rs most be upiyarcfs of 
fitly years of age, ami cither hadiclors or widoweis- the allow 
ance of each, is forty »bilhii!is jicr month, toaetber with coals, 
randies, wasliiii", medtriucs, iVe. Tliere is also a Treasurer and 
Chaplain; the fuinict ol whom, has a salarv of 50i. and the hit¬ 
ter, of 60I, per annum. The uianagemt'nt ol the Colley is tested 
in seven Trustees ot the (.’wnjiany of Turkey Merchants; IhiI m 
case of the (kiluie of lh.it hody, provision was made hy the 
Founder, that the Trustee^ should Iw chown out of the E,ist In¬ 
dia Company. Tlic College Is of brnk, with sloiw < oins and coi 
nices; it forms a spadoin. qii.idiangle, humiga pi.i//a surroundin'' 
the inclosed area. ()\ cr tlw entnmee are fiilMcngth statues of “si n 
JOHV and I.At)T MotniiiN; ami in the Hal!, aie thi-ir poitrail', 
together with tliat of Qi'ERN ANNE: 111 the Chii|)*'I .ue the anus 
of the Founder, ami his Lady; and a record ol Iwnef.udons ili.it 
have been made to the Colhge anicc its original eiidowincnt, iimt 
which amount to iicarh .ttKXll. The A’, s. B'oum, aiUiioi 
of ‘ Piscatory Eclogues,’ ‘ Ali-Bedeiilitd,’ and other pieces, w i, 
a Chaplain to this Coll»»ge, ami was buried hero, at the a"'- of 
eighty-two, in September, 1787- The manor-furiu ol Otii-Coi nr, 
whkh Js siipposw^ to have bten the original site of tlic Manor ot 
Gr^wicli,* was one of the estates Inqucathcd to this found.ition 
by Sir John Morden; who having purchased the imexplred tciiii 
of a lease of it from th^eirs of Sir William Boreimio, in lf»y9, ptn- 
cured, in the (ssme a grant from tlic Crom, of the perpetuity. 

On that part tfAlarkhcath, immediately adjolAiug to the west 
ttde of GreeuuiBP Parir, arc several rc.s])ectable Villas^ one of 

which, 


Lywnf Environs, Vol, IV. p. 41)8 j and Ilastci’l K«% 



KKJJT, 


'517 

wliicli, an !rr(>|'tUar brick builiitng, whitened over, is now the re* 
side»)Ce oi' tier Royal Hiirliness the Princess of Wales. Tiiis house 
had been previously iuliabitcil by the Duke of Buccleiigh, and be¬ 
fore that, by the late Duke of Montagu, from whom the space in¬ 
cluded between a double row of trees, and the several mansions on 
this sjipt, has ohtauted the name of Moniagu Walk. The Prin- 
<es? has recently enlarged her little dcuiesiie by uuitiiig with it a 
few acres, in^osed from the Park. 

Nearly adjacent ts Ciiks. ter field House, ulhch is held under 
the Crown, by a lease granted, in i 6 ;) )■, to Nichola.' T.ock, Mer- 
chant: the assignment was pure* jrvd, in 1753, by Philip, the late 
llarl of Clicstcrtield, who enlarged tlie building, and erected a gal¬ 
lery, ineasuriog seventy feel by twenty, with a bow iu the centre, 
estending ten feel tiiore. llis successor, the present Earl, assign¬ 
ed it to Richard llabc, Esq. in 1782; and to him, about two 
years afterivards, a lenewal of the lease was granted by the 
Crown, few Mveiileiu years, to take place from 1816;* since the 
decease of this genlleman, dutltig the last year, the premises l»@ve 
been sold. Mr. Hube formed a vahiahle collection of pictures 
licre, by the old imsters; and had rdso a few good portraits; 
among them, were Philip, seventh Earl of Pembroke^ by Van- 
dyek; and Sir Joh.n Coke, Seaetary of Stale to Charles the 
First, by Cor. Jansen. 

Anotlier of these f^iUas was formerly inhabited by Major- 
General Edward Wedfe, and occasionally by his son, tlie gallant 
conqueror of Quebec, but is now the residence al the Hon. 
Mr. XytteltoB, wlio has lately enlarged, and considerably improv¬ 
ed it. * 

Several otlier Villas, inhabited ,bv respectable families, are 
situaled on tbe opfxssite part of Blackbeath, towards Lee and 
Lewisham, some of. whsth are on the estate of the Earl of Darf- 
moiltli, whoK! mansion here, called Dartmouth House, is now 
occupied Simon Fraser, Esq. a Director of the East India Com* 

; hk tordship himself having removed to another house at 

Voii, VIX SEPTi 1806. ' L I 
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«. ih«H; was fo«»e% the Tcd^eoce of h® 

iwttlNtr, tiie late Coualess of EhatHicsatib. In dig^igr 

Bttite Earl’s garden, in die )im 1S03> at ahont one foot below the 
gnvelf which here forms the natural suriSiee of tlie heSi^, iseveral 
Bomf/n Urns were fwind, an acronnt of which was communicatGd 
b)' bis I^ordshi|> fotlie Society of Antiquaries; and the mm were 
presented to the British Museum * Another of tliese Villas, called 
HoLtY'HEDGE Hoose, is occupied by the Hon. Edward Legge, 
ClHt>tlier to the Earl of Dartmouth,) LL.D. Dean of Windsor, 
and Bcgistrar of the Order of the Gmter. 

About mhfwaT up the hili leatfmg from Dt^tfbtd to Blaekiieath, 
and between two and three hundred yards from tlie main road, on 
the north side, a suigular ErcaKition, or CA\t£RN, was disco* 
vered about the jear irso* i» laNing the fomidatioos of a bouse. 
Ihe entrance is on the side of the bili, by a flight of steps de¬ 
scending about flfly feet, tins leads mto a range of seven irjegular 
chambers, or apartments, cut ont of a stratum of sedid dialk, and 
communicating with each otlicr by smaller avenues. The roof in 
two of these eiiambers has fallen in, probably iiom the chalk hav¬ 
ing been left too weak to sujqmrt the sand which fonns the imme¬ 
diate snper-stiatum^ and which bavii^ partly fallen with eadi root, 
has left a kind of dome over both chambers of considerable 
height. All the apartments vary in eatent; but the general men- 
snrement may, perhaps, be stated at from twelve, or fifteen, to 
thirty-six or fort) feet, both in length and width. In the furthermost 
chamber is a Well, twenty-seven feet deep, which formerly suj)> 
plied very fine water, but has greatly altered in taste smee the 
porting down of a new pump within the last twelvemonth. 
The extreme depth of the lower part of tills Casern frwn the sur- 
lace of the ground, is supposed to he about 170 feet; and i(s 
lengtl), from the entrance, is nearly the same. From the Well at 
the extremity of this smgular £scavatioa> ft seems probable, that 
it has at some distant period been used for die pnipose of con- 
cealmwt. 

The 
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The Ofavet obtt^oed frOm the pits on Biacklieatli, and consisting 
of smooth even pebble^ is much in r^te for making gardcn-waiks, 
and laig* quantities are dug hare anouaily. 

On or Maze H ill, just without the walls of Green* 

wich Fark, <m the cast side, is an irregular Castellated stfuctuie, 
of brick, >diat was erected bj Sir John Vanbrugh, and purchased 
of lis widow by Ix»d Tvrawlov, who, after residing there sere* 
ral ycaoi, sold it to Chailes Brett, Csq. of whom it was bought 
bj Henry Goodwju, Esq. its Iat< owner; it is now inliabitcd by 
—— Halfoid, Esq. this bididnig commamis some fine views of 
the reaches of the river Hiames At a littie distance, are Van- 
BBUGlt’s Fields, where, in an elevated situation, is a house, of 
a similar character, and by the s.ime architect, called the CastLB. 
At each extremity of the south oi priiirqxil front, is a round tower, 
risuig to the roof; and m the centre of the back front k another, 
projecting from the body of the building. This is now occupied 
by the reUtt of the late William Webber, Esq. 

Tlic Manor of EA^F COMBE passed for seseral centuries with 
the Manor erf Greenwich, and, in l6l3, was settled on Anne of 
Denmark, for her life. It was afterwards leased out hj the Crowtt, 
and passed through several families, till, in 1 bill, tile assignment 
svas conveyed to the Sandersom, who had the lease several times 
renewed, and rerided at East-Combe House, which is now oo 
1 upied by Henry Goodwyn, Esej. an emment brewer of London. 

Between East-Combe and West-Combe, is WOODL.AIsDS, 
the beautiful seat of John Julius Angerstein, Esq. who laid out the 
grounds, and erected the tnans^,’about tlic.year I???. The 
trottt of the budding disph^ |nenclson)c portico, wiUi stathes 
and basso-relievos at the sides; tl^%terior is very tasteftiliy fitted 
up, and contains a small but svelbchosen collection of pictures. 
Among them is tiie cdebrgtcd portrait, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
of Garkick between Tragedy and Comedy;* the Venm, and aBoy 
P'piogihy the saiueartiffH • betmtiful landscape, by Cuyp,and afine 
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painting of Rophns, by Vaudyrk, Tlie gmnods are ratreiJwfy 
peasant; tlie \i(‘ws of the River, and of tiio acyacout parts of Fa- 
!«x and Kent, arc very tine. The IBotanic Garden has been re¬ 
cently improved by the erection of a new greendioose, AfC. it now 
coalitins one of the most extensive loilectious of carious plants, 
aiid heaths, in the kingdom. 

Tlie Manor of WEST-COMBE vas foniierly appendant to*thc 
Church of Westminster, Imt is supposed to Iiave cuiiic to tin- 
Crown by exchange. Richard the Seconsl granted it to his grand 
butler, Robert Ballard, whose dcsa'iidant, Nicholas Ballard, alie¬ 
nated it, about the year IS.Vt, to John Lamhard, Esq. Aldennan of 
London. IJis son, Win.i vm Lambakd, the Scholar of Nowell, 
and the friend sif Caiufleii, inherited West-Combe, and made it hi- 
cliief residence. Here also lie ajqicars to have arranged the ma¬ 
terials for his ' reraiiibulation of Kentand most probably com 
posed a gieat part of liis other works; the prinripai of wh«!' 
are a translation of the Saxon Laws, intituled , 

Treatises on the Office of Justice of the Peace; and on the 
Duties of Constables, Borsholders, Tythiiig-inen, &e. Aixiu.im, 
or a Discourse on the High Courts of Justice; Vandeeia Ro/u- 
lorum, or an .Vccouut of tlie Records in the Tower; and ma¬ 
terials for a (Senerul History of Englbli Antiquities, published niul -1 
the title ot Diettomrittm Aa^htr Tajto^nif>hkitm UtUorn-u, . 
His learning procured him the trieiidsiiip of most of the gical nun 
of his day: in 1579 he was a(q>oiiited a Justice of the Pea<e lot 
this county, by tlie special order of the Loul Chancellor Brojuley 
in 1592 , be was constituted a Master in Cbancety, by flic Loul 
Keeper, Sir John Puckering; and by his snccessor, Sir nioni.i-’ 
Egerton, lie was made Kee^er%f tbe Rolls, in Cbaucery Laue, in 
1597 : in tills office be obtained the particular notice of the Queen, 
who, in idoo, appointed him Keeper of the Rolls kt the Towei. 
He died at West-Combe in tbe fellowhig year, and was buried at 
Oreeuwicb. His great grandson, Ihoinas Latobord, £»{. was a 
zealous Royalist; and bemg obliged to pay a Imavy composition 
for Ilk estates in l6#8, sold this Manor about that time to Hugh 
Fonli, who conveyed it to the BtJdulpfin, Barts, from wlmse heirs 
it was purchased, about the year 171«, by Sir Gregory Bart 
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\^hose nepliew. Sir G. P. Tamer, Bart, is now owner. The old 
^Innor-House in West-Combe I*ark, was taken down by Captain 
<>altHdas Walpole, younger brother of Sir Robert Walpole, to 
w lioia « femg lease of tlw estate had been granted by Sir G. Page, 
and who erected the present Mansion at a little distance from the 
«)ld site. The lease canre afterwards into the possession of Charles, 
tliiMi Duke of Bolton, who lesided Iiere several years with the ce¬ 
lebrated P<Mjf Pearkum, allcnuuds Duchess of Bolton; on whose 
tlecease, in West-< oinbe Park l)ccanie the property of her 

son, the Ret. Mr. Poulelt, but Ij.'s since been occupied by various 
tenants. The House cominaiids svini ■ fine prosjier.-. the design 
of the building has been attributed to the late Bisrl of Pembroke. 

CHARLTON, called Cerlaone in the Domesday Book, and 
ikorh tone, in other ancient records, from Ccorte, the Saxon tcm» 
lor a husbandman, is a small yet pleasant and respeclahle village, 
atuated nearly midway between Greenwicti and Itbohvivh. In 
the rei{pi of Edward the Confessor, it was held by two brothers, 
named Godwin and Alward; but after tlie Coinpn s!, it was given 
to Od«>, Bishop of Baicu.x, of whom it was held by William Fitz- 
Oger. Robert Bloet, Bishop of Lincoln, and Chancellor to Wil¬ 
liam Rufus, who subse(|uently obtained possession, granted it to 
the Prior atid Monks of Bermondsey, in Surrey, some time IteUvecn 
the years lpQ-2 and lOpj; ancl it continued attached to that Mo¬ 
nastery till the jH'riod of the Dissolution. Queen Mary gave it 
to Sir TItomus White, and others; but it having again become 
vested in the Crown, Janies tlie First, in l604, granted it in fee to 
John, Earl of Mar, who, about two years afterwards, sold it to Sir 
James Ershine for 20001. In the following yefcr, l6'07. Sir Janie* 
sold it for A.'itX)!. to Sir Adam Newton, who erected tlie Manor- 
House which is now standic^. His'son, Sir Henry, who assumed 
the name of Puckering, alienated it, in lO'op, to Sir William Ducie, 
afterwards Knight of the Bath, and Lord Viscoiuit Dovme, who 
died here in tlie year 1(37 p. It has since passed through various 
f anjibes, by purchase and descent, to Dame Jane Wilson, widow' ot 
the Sib Thomas SpeKcer Wilson, Bart, (whodied 
‘tt VxA lies in Chariton Clmn b,) w ith remainder to her 
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a we^y inarkd, and a three days* annual feh*, were formerly 
held at Cbarltou, under a grant from Henry the Third to the 
Monks of BcrnioiHJsey: Pliilijiott, u-hpwn>t0 jn mcotions 
tire former, ^ as not long since diseoutinned}" but “ thefsMr,” he 
continues, “ is not dbusc<l, but kept yearly, upon St. Lt^ke’s day, 
and called Jlom Fair, by reason of flic plenty of winding horns, 
and cups, aiul otlier vessels of horn, there brought to be sold.”' 
This fair, says Mr. Lysoits, “ retaining the .sainu name, still conti¬ 
nues: it ivas formerly celebiafed by a burlesque jwoA*s«on, whieli 
passed from Deptford. l!nou"h (ireenwirb, to Ciiarlton, each per¬ 
son wearing some ouumicnt of horn upon bis head. The proces¬ 
sion has been discontinued since the year 1768; it is said, by a 
yague and idle tradition, to lune owed its origin to a compulsive 
grant made by Kinc: John, or some other of our Kings, when tle- 
tected in an adventure of gallantry, while resident at Eltham 
Rilace.”+ 

Hie Church is dedicated to .St. Luke, and was rebuilt of brick, 
between the years ib'SO and KitO, by the executors of Sir Adam 
Newton, wlio bequeathed a sum of money for the purpose. It is 
neatly fitted up, and cwisists of a chancel, nave, and north aisle, 
yvitli a square tower, embattled, at the west end. In the window- 
of the chancel, and north aisle, aic various shields of arms, in 
shained glass, for the families of Ntuton, Puckeriti", Jihunt, and 
others. Among »lie inonuments m the chancel, is one in memory of 
the Hon. Brigadier Gcsi. Michael Richards, Survey or ficneral 
of the Ordnance to George the First: he died in rebruary, 17-1 
at tire age of forty-eight. His statue in white marble, as large as 
life, is represented in armour, standing on a iiedcstal, and holding 
a baloon. In the north aisle of the chancel, is a plain monument 
of black and white marble, by Nieliolas Stoue, inclosed by iron 
rails, in commemoration of Sir Adam Newton, Bart, and Ka¬ 
therine, his wife, youngest daughter to Sir John Puckering. 
The former was tutor to the ‘ illustrious Pruce Henry,’ aod after 

his 
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kt$ deatit, passed most of bis time in retirement at Charlton, wire* 
he tramlftted the four' &«t hnuks of Father Paul’s History of the 
Conncil of Trent, and also King James's Discourse against Con* 
rade Vftr^us:* he died iu 4hc year 1629- Near the above is ano* 
Uio- tahw^JOOliument, iu memory of the Lady Gkace, Viscountess 
«f Arma^t second daughter of John, Earl of Rutland, and Jier 
second husband. Sir Wiixiam Langhorne, Bart, a former 
mvner of tU» Manor. she died in her sixtieth year, in February, 
1699 , irO®> Sir William died iu 17 i» his eighty-fifth year, 
having bequeathed lOOUl. to puichase lands for the augmentation 
of the benefice. Hen; also are oflier monuments for several ve¬ 
getable families. Among the t^mbs in flieCliurcIi-yajd, are those 
of James Cra!;i;i, Em). one of llie Post-Masters General to George 
tlie First, and futliei .of the Right Hon. Secretary of that name; 
and of Sir John Lftinbeit MuidUton, Bait, and others of liig fa¬ 
mily. It .appears, fiom the Register, that Johttf second Earl of 
Egniontjt u'ltb many others of ins race, have been buried 
here, thougli no inutiuiueiits have Iieeu erected to tlicir me¬ 
mory: tmii among the other entiies is this: “ Faith, Hojie, and 
Charity, born at one biitlr, tliree daiiglitcis <if Peter New ill, were 
baptized Aprd 14-, itiril:'' two of tin in were bmied a few days 
aftensnids. 

CHARLTON HOU.SE, tlie residence of Lady Wilson, is very 
pleasantly situated at a siiort distance from the Cluircb on the 
south, and exhibits a good speciiuea of the style of building iu 
vogue during tlie reign of Janies tlie I'irst; tboiigh some considor- 
able alterations were made in it, tiy William Duck, aliout tlie 
year It tbnns an obkmg sipiatc, with projections at the 

ends of each front, crowned by tin rets, and an open ballustrade 
going round the summit of tJje wliijlc. Tlie centre also projects; 

L1 4- and 

* Lysmt, from lUrdi's Life of Prince Henry, p. 15, 372, and 373. 

t This Nobleman resided for many years at Chariton House, and 
fermed tjtene a valuable library, and a collection of busts, pictures, &c. 
After % %mont family resigned it» it ivas tenantsd, for a short time, 
bjr 4^ tC IsJtWao. l>jsoas' iavirons, \ oh IV. p. 328, #. 
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and the entrasee is oroamentcd bj CoriuthuKi eo^tnns} the bas^s 
displacing sculptures of iions’beads. lu the window above, are 
the aitns and alliances of Sir William Dneie. 'Hio Saloon is richfy 
ontameiited; the ceiiatg is still in its origiual states as iinidied by 
Sir Adam Newton, and exhibits the Royal aims, |ind ostrich fea¬ 
thers: tlie ciumney-piece is of the same ape, and has oa one side 
the' figure of Vulcan, in alabaster, and on the other tbat of Venus. 
In a room ac^ining to the Saloon, k a chiinney-piecO “ with a slab 
of black marble so finely polished, lhal Lord Down* is said to 
have seen in it a robbery eoiuiniited on lllacklieafh: the tradition 
adds, that be sent out his servants, who af^rehended the tlueves."*^ 
The Gallery on the north side of the bouse, was also fitted up by 
Sir A. Newton, and measures seveuty-sLv feet, six inches, by six¬ 
teen feet, six. In the wiiidows is sonic painted glass of the arms 
of the Ducies, and tlieir alliances. In this gallery are portraits of 
Henry, I’riiice of Wales, and Thoma.s W ilson, L.L. D. Secre¬ 
tary of Stale t^Qneen Elizabeth j and also a large and valuable 
coliectioa ofnatiind iiistory made by Lady WihsOn, consisting of 
insi’cts, luinerais, extraneous fossils, and other subjects: among the 
fossils are a grt:at variety of those fuiuid in ibis parfeh. The 
Park and Pleasure-grounds coni[>rise about sfevrmty acres, and in¬ 
clude some beautiful scenery. Before tlie courf-yard is a row 
of aged cypress trees. 

At a little distance from the Church, on the east side, is an ele¬ 
gant Vijui-A, erected about fifteen years ago, by Earl Cliolniou- 
dcley, in a siiuatiou of nuidi picturesfjuc beauty. This stands 
at tite western extremity of Hanging Wood, near a CAott-p/t, 
in which a Ariii, and, other extraneous fossils, arc found. Through 
the Wood is a very pleasant walk to Woolwich; and “ at tlifc few- 
ther eud is a very large aiKi 4 ]eep Sand-pit. ^n this pit the first 
stratum is gravel, which varies according to the surface of the 
groimd, from five, or to about fiferNgi f^t iii df|rtb: beneath 
are various strata of ch^^gravcl, loanii and marl, runutni; parallel; 
being altogether bct^®Tiiirty and forty f«t^ svlrfeb cov^ a bed 
of sand of fort v,it^lB T'ect in depth. la arc 

, fotiud 

Lysons' EUjWjis* Vut. IV. p, 328, Dr. Plot, whd^ntions 
■ laiKhe scene Of the robherv at Sho3ter''S Hill. 
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ibund prodigion# nuiulwrs of extraneous fossils. This win is 
iibout six or eight feet tindc; and the shells in it are so uutnerous, 
and lie so close, that, as Woodward justly observes, the mass is 
almost wholly composed of them, there lieiug only a very little 
marl interposed.* These shells consist of a great variety of uni* 
valves and bivalves, as conchee, oitrea, buednee, &cc. They are very 
brittle, and for the most part resemble those found at Tours, in 
I'raHcc, and at Honhvcll Clitf, in liampsliire: some of them are 
iniprej.'imtedovifh immdio.'’t 

WOOLWICH. 

The name of this town was anciently written Huhiz. Wolvsifhr, 
Wollewic, Wlessic, &c. so that its etymology is difficult to ascer¬ 
tain. Hasterl states Ilvhiz to signify the ‘ Dwelling on the Creek.’ 
The parish is but small, its whole extent hardly couiprehending 
”00 acres; and of tirese about :kS 0 are marsh lands on the Essex 
'i(ic of the river 'nmnies. Bv what mean? this latter tract came to 
Shi connected with tiiis cotmty is unknown. “ Proliahly,” says 
ll.isted, “ Haiiuo, Vice comes, or Sherilf, of Kent in the time of 
the CsHiqneror, being jMsssessed of Woolwich, as well as of those 
lands on the other side of tlu- river, procured them, either by com¬ 
position or grant from the King, to be iuuiexed to his jurisdiction, 
as part ot’ his county, and then incorporated them with it." Harris 
nienlirms an old manuscript which lie had seen, which stated, that 
‘he Ihuish of Woolwich had on the Essex side of the river ‘ aOO 
.teres, some few horises, and a Chapel of Ease.’J 

ft»rao, 

“ Woodward on Fossils, Vol. 1. p. i-\ of the Catalogue. 

t' 

f Lysons* Environs, Vol. IV. p. 3~’l, o, (iwte.) 

J: Hist, of Kent, p. 310. 'fltcrc is a vague tradition, that a man, a 
native of WooKvich, was fouijjd drowned on the opposite shore, in Essex, 
aad that the Parish in wliich he was thrown refused to bury him ; on this 
he was buried by tiie Parish of WooKvich, which afterwards claimed the 
land whenit the bodv was discovered, and ebtsined a verdict in a Court 
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Ilairao, the Sheriff, snys the Domesday Bo(dc, ‘ holds <*J acres 
of land in Woohucli, vs Inch William the Fowkr hdd of King Ed- 
ward the Confessor.' This estate is suf^Kvsed to be comprehended 
in what is now the principal Manor, and whkb, at a very early (w. 
riod, was called the Manor of Wnlewiche, and afterward# the Ma* 
nor of Southall in Woolwich.* This Manor, hovJ'ever, togcUicr 
with all other [Kirts of tlie Parish, is subordinate to tlie Itoyal Ma< 
nor of Eltliuin, as was proved in the Court of Eschequer in the 
year 1702, when the rtainis of Eltliam were contested,by Ricttard 
Bow-aler, Esq. who had recently pnichased the Manor of Woob 
wicli, and in whose descendants it is stili vested. 

In whose reign this Manor became an appurtenance to Eltivam 
is unknowni but it was certainly before tlie time of Edward the 
First, w'beu it was held by ftilbert, smnante<l 0c Marisco, from 
the pro()erty which he possessed in the marshes. In the re%;ii <vl 
Edward the Third, it was held by Sir John de Pulteney, who was 
four times Lord Mayor of Loudon, and to wltom it appears to 
have been conveved by Ilumplirey Bohun, Eail of Hereford, he 
died seized of it in 134-3. ft afterwards passed through various 
familic's, till it was purchased, in the reign of Elizabeth, by Sir Nb 
cliolas Oilboume, of Charing, who was Sheriff of Kent in the ninth 
of James the First: his descendants sold it to the Bowaters. 

Tlie marsljes near Woolwich were so deeply ovei^owed by a 
sudden rise of tlie Tliames in the year 12.16', that many of the in¬ 
habitants were drowned, together with a great number of cattle; 
and in the reign of James the First, by another insiidatioii, many 
acres were laid under water, some of whudi have never liecii re- 
covered.f 

Woolwich, like Deptford, was originally only a sniidl jphix, in¬ 
habited by fishernien, and, like that also, o^es its consequeiiee to 
the cstabliftiment of a Royal ^ock, in the rcipi of Ilesity the 
Eighth. Since that era Jt has gradually attained to ita iwesent 

■ size; 

LYtt£li»'%ivinmi, Vol. IV. p, S59. 

t Hasted*! Kent, p. 442, 8va Edit. All the 
Greenwich to Oravesc^y are now under the roanagjBj^tttbof «' t^ow* 
mission of Sewers, Thames at Woolwich, stf IdglLftd*,’U thtee 
quarters eff a mite qtk and the water s»h. 
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size; but tts progress hasliecii more particularly rapid during the 
past cewlury, since the augffieiitatioh of the Royal Artillery, avIio 
have their headH|uattcr» here, and the estahlishment of the Royal 
Arsenal. The iocrea.se of pojiulatiou within the last hundred years, 
has been la the^pra|iortioii of siv to one. 

The precise period at which the Dock-yard was established, 
has not been ascertainefl. llishop Gibson .supjwscd it to be tlie 
oldest Royal Dock in the kiugdoni, from having discovered that 
tin* Jjnrty, •'Grace tie J)/eu, of lOOOtons, was built here in the, 
year 1512; yet Mr. Lysons conjectures that this ship might have 
hcoii built, ‘ as others were hefoi<- that time, by eo/itractors at a 
private dock.’* 'I'lie Doik-yar ! iia.s been progressively enlarged, 
I’rom tlicdme of its csfahlislmieut; and, in its present .state, includes 
about five furlongs in Icngtii, by one broad. Witliiii this space 
are two diy docks, several slips, three mast-jioiuls, a smith’s shop, 
with forges for making anchors, a model-loft, store houses of 
various descriptions, mast-houses, sheds for timber, dwellings 
for the difterent otKcers, and other buildings. All its concerns are 
managed under Uie imincdiaie iirspection of the Navy Board; and 
it is visited in general, weekly, by the Junior .Surveyor; and occa¬ 
sionally, by the Deputy Comptroller. The resident offices arc a 
Clerk of tlie Cheque; a .Storekeeper; a Master Shipwright, and his 
assistants; a Clerk of the Suney; a Ma.'.f<‘r Attendant; a Surgeon, 
&c. 'Hre number of artificers and laborers now employ ed here, is 
between 3 and 4000; in times of i>€ace, the general number is about 
1500. Several very fine first and second-rate ships have been built 
ligre, as well as many third-rates and frigates: the Lord Nelson, of 
110 guns, the Invincible, of Z-l, and the Venerable, of 74, are now 
on the Stotts. 'The ill-fated Royal George, which sunk .aE Spit- 
head, with the brave Admiral Kempcnfelt, and upwards of 400 of 
her crew, besides 20b women, was built here in 1751; as was the 
Sovereign of the S®s, in Ifie reign of Charles tlie First.f 

The 

* Environs dr Jaiitdcn, Vol. IV. p. 567. 

+ Tilts, dttp, which was foe largest that had then been built in Kng- 
l^dj Was tons bunbem. Tlie Dutch are said to have called her 

the 
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The Church, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, is a spaciont 
bunding of brick, widi stone copings, window frames, Sec. standing 
on an eiainencc immediately overlooking the Dock-Yard, It con¬ 
sists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, w illi a plain square tower at 
the west end. This edifice was rebuilt between .tbe years 1726 
and I7i0, at an expen.st; of about 6,500 pounds, 3000 of which 
were granted under the Act of Queoa Anr • for building .fifty a»nv 
Churches; die rest was defrayed by collecii -ns made by brief, vo¬ 
luntary contributions, and legacies. Tiie interior is* Ifilted up in 
the Grecian style; and on the uoitli, soutlt and west sides, me 
galleries, supported on Ionic columns. The sepulchral ntem(jri:t!,< 
are but few. In the. rhantcl is ;i mural uionument inscribed t>> 
the memory of Danu;l Wiseman, 1-sq. wlio died Clerk of the. 
Cheque at Deptford in IJof. O, at ilie age of si'ty-tive: iic i)e- 
queatlied 100(;1, toward the tinishiog of tlie Church, mid lk>.< 
buried in the Cliurrh-yavd. Ag;ii!:st Uw north wall is an iiisr rijv 
tifJM for Captain IliruAKu Leake, Master (Junner of Eiiglainl, 
and Eeizaiietii, his wile; the parents of the raintni-" Admiral Sir 
John Leahc: the former tiied in i6p(!*, aged si.Hty-sevcn; the lallci 
in 1 6.0.5, aged sivl.v four. Among tiie fond/;- in tl,e Clmrcb-yard, 
are several in memory of j.ieuteHasit.> .tml Cajitnins of the iloya! 
Artillery: one of theui lecords the name of Lieutenant General 
(iEOilGK WlEEiA MsON, “ who married Jane, the only daughter 
of Captain Itogcr IVdley, who by lu;r mother, Isabella Muir, was 
lineally descended from llobnt, .second King of Seotland,” Hr 
dietl at die ivge of seventy-seven, in November, 1781. In Wfool- 
wich are six Mceting-house.s; one tor Presbyterians, two for Ana¬ 
baptists, 

tiic ' Golden Devi!,* from (lie havoc which her cannon made among 
their seamen. Slie was curiously ornamented by carving, gilding, and 
cinhleniatical dtivices, v’.esigned by Haywood, the Dramatist, who de¬ 
scribed her, in a quaito tract, wifich .accompanied an engraving on two 
plates by Payne, pablishcd in 1037, the year she was launched. In this 
description, her length is stated at 128 feet, and her breadth at Ibrty- 
eight: the had three flush decks, a furerastlc, balf-dedc, quarter-deck, 
and raund-house; and carried 170 pieces of ordnance t she had five Ian- 
ifborns, one of which would contain'‘Icven persons standing ilpright; 
and cl^en anchors, the largest weighing LKiOlbs, 
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baptists, two for the disciples of Mr. Wliitlicld, and one for those 
of Mr. Wesicj-. 

The principal charitable establishments are an Alms-llonse and 
two Schools: tlic Alms-lfotisc was founded for five poo. v.i'^r.vs 
previous to th* year l /jf)'.?, by Sir Martin Bowes, who. h, iii- 
Will, gave to the Wardens and Connnouaity of the Mystery o; 
fjfiWsiniths in London, certain lands and teuciueiils, chaijjed, 
among variotts other cliarilies, wiili the annual paMiicnf of 71. 
iCs. Id. to tfie ‘five poor fo!!. in his .4tuis-liouses. Tlwy now re¬ 
ceive 25l. yearly, besides roak, and otlier articles. Tiie C/rL’ 
School was built and endowed from a be<]uesf made .y Mrs. Aim 
Withers, in 17A3, of 1001. in money, and llOOl. Old South .‘'ea 
.Aimnities; for the pni(H)se of leaelnne thirty jioor girls to read, 
and to work with tiie needle. The other Sdojo! was Jinmdod 
under the Will of Mrs. Mary \Vib<?i«an, who, in 1758, left loool. 
Old .South S<‘a Annuities, for the educating, clothing and appren- 
Sii ing of six pror orphan lioy.s, sons of .slitpwriglifs, wJio have 
served their apprenticeship iu the Dock-yard: llie original endow¬ 
ment has lieeii augmented to J750I. by vesting some part of the 
interest in the funds, and eight boys are now educated, &c. ou 
thib establishment. 

Between the Doclv-Yard and the Royal Arsenal is ati extensive 
building, about 400 yards in length, iiitiuding a Rope Walk, where 
cables of all dimen.sions arc made tor tlie setrvice of the navy, 
under the siiprinteudence of a Clerk; several hundred workiiien 
arc roastantly employed here. 

I’lie MtUTARY and Civil Branches of the Office of 
Ordnance, that have been established atWVyolwicli sirxje the 
accession of George tlu? First, have occasioned a very rapid ia- 
crea.se both in its population and Extent, jrarlieidarly during the 
last and preset wars. The singular concatenation of events which 
led to tliese dian^ is as interesting as it is curious. 

The original Founder^ for brass ordnance belonging to Go¬ 
vernment, was in Upper Mooriields, in London, near the spot 
where Chattel ercet^ for the late Rev. .T. Wesley now 
stands; and wfifeli, from tlm cirtumstiince of his having bdbre 
pteached for'iiuwy years ia the Foundcry itself, is occasiomdly 

calhd 
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called by that name. The o{>erati<»i of c«4uig was lien, as 
it still is, an oliject of some cariosity;'and many persons, even 
of the higher ranks, frequent^ attended to see the process of 
running the fluid metal into the inoiilds.* About the year 1716, 
when Colonel Annstroiig was Snrv<'Yor General of the Ordnance, 
and George Harrison, Esq. Sufierinlendant of the Fonnderies, in 
which place he had succec(ied the former, it was deternnncJ to 
rfrcast the unserviceable camion w Inch had been taken from the 
French in tlic ten successful campaigns of the Duke of Marl¬ 
borough, and which had hitherto been placed before theFonndery, 
and hi the atijacenf Artillery Grouiiil. This becoming the more 
generally known, from the long time that the cannon liad been 
publicly exposed, excited a more than common interest; a great 
number of persons assembled to view the ojierafion, among whom 
were many of the Nobility, General Ofticers, A-c. for whose recep¬ 
tion galleries had been jireparcd near (be furnace. 

On the same day, a native of Schaffhausen, in Switzerland, 
namerl Andrns Schulch, (who, from a common law of his canton, 
which marie it necessary for every person born there, to travel for 
improvement in his profession during three years, had visited dif¬ 
ferent Founderics on the Continent, and at length reached Eng¬ 
land,) was attracted to the same place at an early hour, and was 
sufl’ered miuulely to inspect the work then going on. Colonel 
Armstrong was himself present, when Schalch, being alarmed at 
sonic latent dampness which he had observed in the moulds, ad¬ 
dressed him in Frendi; and, after explaining his reasons for be¬ 
lieving that an explosion wouhl accompany the casting of the 
metaJ, warned him* to retire from the iinptaiding danger. The 
Colonel, who at once comprehended the imjtoitancc of Schalch's 

remarks, 

* Thelnoulds for caiting brass cannon arc formed of a composition 
of Stourbridge clay, loam, sand, and earthi'ithey sire turned in a lathe, 
to render them of the required form} and-when completed for casting, 
by being firmly bound round with iron h^s, are placed in cavities 
pr^fed 'for them, near the furaaeh*, and^siroi)£iy^l»bed4|)^j^,Mn<ij 
a proper orifice being lefi for, receivirg the metal. 
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remaricRf interrogated him with respect to liis knowledge of 
the art, and found him perfectly conversant with all its princi- 
j>1es; lie Uiereforc resolved to follow his advice, and quitted the 
Foundery with Ills own friemis, and as many of tlie conqiany as 
could be prevailed on to believe that danger really existed. Scarce¬ 
ly had they got to a suiTiricnt distance, when the furiiiices were 
oiiehcd, and the metal rushed into flic moulds; the buntidity of 
which, as Sqhfttcli had inf inrated, iiiiinediatoly occasioned a dread¬ 
ful explosion; the water was converted into steam, and this, by 
its expansive force, caused the liquid tire to dart out in every <li- 
redion, so that part of the roof of flic building was Idowii oftj 
and the galleries fell. Most of the workmen were burnt in a dread¬ 
ful nraimer, some lives were lost, and many jx'rsons had tlieir 
limbs broken. 

A few days afterw'ards, an advertismenf ajipeared in the public: 
prints, stating, in substance, that “ if ilie young foreigner, who, 
in a convorsatiou with Colonel Armstrong on the day of Uic acci¬ 
dent at the Foundery hi Mooifickls, had siiggcstcrl the probability 
of an explosion from the .stale of the moulds, would call on the 
Colonel at the Tower, the interview might coiidnce to his advan¬ 
tage.’' Sclutlcli was iiifoltned of this intimation by an acquaintance, 
and lie directly wa&d bn Colonel Armstrong, w ho, after seme 
pridhuinary discouT|l, told him, that ‘ the Board of Ordnance 
had in coutemplatidli to ef«:t a new Foundery at a distance from 
the Metrojiolis, and that be was authorized, through the repre¬ 
sentation wiiicii he had made of his own conviction of his, Schalch’s, 
ability, to offer him a commission to make choice of any spot 
within twelve miles of Loudon, for the erection of such a building, 
(liaviug pro|wr reference to the extensive nature of the works, and 
carriage ot the heavy materials,)'au<l also to engage him as Super¬ 
intendent of the whole concern.’ 

This advauUgfeOus proposal was readily accepted by Schalch, who 
inuncdialcly bis search for a proper place for the new esta¬ 
blishment ; tmd Iteving mspected various spots, lie at length fixed 
on the IFurreh at Woolwich, as the most eligible ritualion. Here 
the neiv Poultry was erected; and'ibefirst specimens of ordnance 

cast 
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cast by Schalcli, wove so higbly approved, that he was fixed ia the 
situation of Master founder, and coalinucrJ to hold that oftice for 
about sixty years, svhen he retired to Cliarltoii, having been iis- 
sisted during the latter part of that term, hy his nephew, I.cwis 
Gascldin; wh<», though more tliau eighty years old, is still employ¬ 
ed ia the Arsenal, as principal Modeller f()r the Military RejK>silo- 
ry. Schalcli died in 177d. when about the age of ninety, and lics 
buried in the Chnich-yanl in this town; he had one daughter, who 
was married to (leueral BcHbrd, of the artillery. Someol'tlu 
lai^cst mortars now remaining in the Arsenal, were east under iii- 
direction, and have his name n)M>!i tin in. His attention, and 
scientific knowledge, were so sur<essi"uily everted, that not a sin¬ 
gle accident hapiieued amidst all t!ie liaMidons pr<>res.se.s in wliiili 
he was engaged during the very long period they were directed 
by him.* 

Such was the singular train of circmnslanees lliat lerl to the 
establishment of the Royal Ar.sknal! at Woolwich, and, ot 
course, to the different institutions that have successively an-sen 
from it. In times of peace, this Arsenal forms the grand f/cyxV ot 
naval oninance, the guns of most of our ships of war heing l.ikl 
up here in regular tiers. Even now, when the vessels in commis¬ 
sion are far more numerous than at any tinnier period, liic num¬ 
ber of cannon and mortars deposited here is immense, and of eve¬ 
ry dimension; some of the mortars are so large as to weigh iip- 
vrards of four tons and a quarter: tlie shells and cannoiKshot are 
almost innumerable. Here is also an extensive Rrpoxitoiy for 
military msfbhines, both for land and .sea service; and abundiuice 
of gim-carriages ot'all sizes. TIic 

"* The above particulars ard partly derived from ‘Wstiges col¬ 
lected and recollected,’ by J. Moser, Esq, who was crilaiiiaiiv rclaicci 
to Schalch, and partly from a conversation with L. Gaschiin, Ur. Hut- 
ion, and other officers belonging to the establishments at Wouiwich. 

t The Warren, as this deput was originally called, from its having 
been previously the site of a rabbit warren, was changed into the Royal 
Aracml by his present Majesty, when on a visit to Ti'Voohvkh during the 
last year. 
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The Awenal includes nearly sixty acres, and contains various 
piles of brick building, among the oldest of whicli are the Foun- 
dery, and the late Military Academy; these were erected by Sir 
John Vanbrugh; and have the date 1719, on the upper part of 
the leaden pg)el tliat convey the water fiom tlie rooi’s. In the 
Toundcry arc three furnaces, and a iiiacluiic fin boring cannon: 
the largest funiaec will melt about seventeen tons of metal at one 
lime. From Uy: improvements tliat have Ireen made in t!ie (CH'iatkm 
of easting, all danger of exp!o.sion is avrtided, the rnonlds beingmade 
red-hot, before the metal is siiflered to rim into tiicm. The lime 
rerjnisifc to perlonii the o|HTation ul’ borina:, varies ... proportion 
to tlte size of the piece, a Uvelvc-poundcr taking about, five days. 
In another quadrangular range of building, at a short distance 
from tin; Founderv, are two other boring marbines. and various 
work-shops, where the ordnaiire, after bciiig proved, are properly 
itnislred for service. Brasa Ordnance only me made here; and 
lltesc, though so called, arc wlmlly formed of a composition of 
fin and eopper. The Founderv is under the directioii of an In¬ 
spector, a Master-Founder, and an A.s^i‘l;!rlt-F()nyllc^•. 

Nearly adjoining to the Fouuderv is the Luborutory, where 
fire-works and cartridges, for the use of the navy and army, are 
made up; and bombs, carca.sses, granadoes, &c. charged. This 
is under the care of a Comptrotli'r, whose salary is SfiOl. a year, 
a Chief Fire Master, two Assistant Fire Masters, an Inspector of 
Crunpowder, and other olikers.* The Military Academy is at 
present unappropriated, the Cadets having been very recently re¬ 
moved to (be new building prepared for (heir reception on Wool¬ 
wich Common. The other structines in the Arsenal, consist of 
store-houses of tUflferent kinds; work-shops, in one of winch a 
planeingrinacbiue has been lately erected, worked by a small steam- 
engine; and offices of various descriptions. I'he chief officers of 
file Arsci»I are a Clerk of the Cii« <iue, a Clerk of the Sun ey, a 

VoL. VJU. Sett. 1806. M m Storekeeper, 

* Near tKe.present entrance of the Laboratory, was formerly an an¬ 
cient Toaw.'il^Hed Frince Rupert’s., Here Mrs, Simpson, rcliti of 
the celebrated mathetnatical professor ol that name, dwd, at the great 

of 102: she was buried at Plumsted, 
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Storekeeper, &t. The mimbfir of artificers, laborers, and l»o;n, 
employed iu tlie variotm dejiartiacuts, » ^iit 3000; e^scluswc of 
tlie convicts belonging to one of the tvhidi k stat^JBcd On 

the river, oj^rosiite to the Arsenal: the otiier huUi; lies before the 
Dock-Yard. The convicts amount to almot ptKJt; they are gene¬ 
rally emjdoyed in the most laborious oBices. as mle-drivioff. &c 
under f 1« ciu-e t*f projwr persons.- 

Though the building lor the Royal MiLtTAHY Academy 
svas erected, as already olxservcd, about the year *1*71J), yet the 
eslablishnicnt does not ap|.)e:tr to have been finally arranged till 
17*1, when George the Second, by warrants, dated on tli« tbirtietl* 
of April, and the cighleenlh of November, in that year, directed tlie 
founding of an Academy ‘ tor iiistrucliug persons belonging to the 
military part of the ordnunce, in the several branches of the ma- 
lliematics, fortification, proper to qualify them for the service 
of ai'tiljerv, and the otlke of engineers.’* Since that jieriod, how¬ 
ever, various improvements have been niude in tlve institution, 
v/Iiich hits been particularly fortunate in the alMlitics of its inalhe- 
niatical professors; the first of whom, tiiougir prior to the regular 
establishment of the Actuleiny, was the celebraterl Dr. Dcrhaiii, 
In 1743, the well known .Simpson was a|q)ointed. The present 
professor is liie lejirnod and venerable Dr. Hutton. Tlie number 
of masters has Irecn gradually increased w iih that of the pupib 
who are calletl and who now uinomit to about 3<i0, The 

Academy is umler tlie direction of the Master-General, and Boaid 
of Oiduance, for the time beinga Lieutenant Governor; an Inspec¬ 
tor, a Professor of Matliemalics, ami three Masters; aPnrfessor of 
Clicinistiy; a Professor of Fortification, and two Masters; two 
Masters in Arithmetic, two Fraich Masters, three Drawing Mas- 
tens, a Dancing Master, Fencing Master; and others: tlie Mastcr- 
(teHetal of tlic Ordnance is always Captain of the Cadet’s Coiu- 
jwny. 

The young gentlemen, w ho are adpiitted its Cadets, are of tlie 
most respeOtebk families; and oii the tdmpietion of their studies, 

are 

"'■* Hutton’s rMesophical and Mattemsticsl Dictioaary, Vol. L 

Arajemy. 
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lirt regularly commissioned eitlier in the artillery, or engineers* 
service. They must l>e, at least, four feet nine inches high when 
admitted; and be qualified to pass an examination in the Latin 
Qratamar, and In arillmietic, as far as the end of Vulgar Fractions: 
a previous acquaintance with the Frcnrii language is aUo reconi- 
iiiendcd; and their age must not exceed sixteen, nor he niider 
fouiteen. They begin to rec eive pay as soon as received on the 
estabiishmetit, and tiii-s, uliicii i, 4.'A. IJx. del. annually, iscon> 
sidered as suftlcient to siijiply c'very nc‘cesxaiy article, except linen. 

The new Mihtaky Acadkxiy is situated ahoiit one mile 
southward from the town, on Ihi ujqwr part of Woo'wich Com¬ 
mon, which, with part of' Charltoii Common, has been purilmsed 
by Government within these few years. It is built in the castellated 
form, from designs by Wyatt, and consists, in front, of a centre, 
and two wings, united by corridors, willi a range of building 
beiiind, containing the Hall, servants’ offices, See, Tlie centre 
forms a quadnmgle, with octagonal lowers at the angles, and con¬ 
tains the teaching rooms; these are four ia number; the masters’ 
desks are situated in the towers, the floors of which are some- 
wh.xt elevatwl above the general lev<*t. The wings contain the 
apartments for thl|'Cadets, and chief officers, the latter being in 
the middle of each wing, which is more elevated than the extre¬ 
mities; these have rectangular turrets at the angles. Tlie whole 
edifice hi embattled, and built with brie!;, whitened over; its 
length is somewhat more than 200 yards; the piiiicipal front is 
to the north. The Hall is a well-propurtioned room, with a tim¬ 
ber roof, in the general style of the college halls. This Academy 
is appnqtriated to the seuic>r deisariment of tiie institution; and 
was first oiicned on the twelfth of the present monlh; (August;) 
the number of Cadets now here, is ♦28. The Junior department 
is for the iwrescnt fixed at Great Marlow; hot it is in contemplation 
to erect a similar building to tin's, tor tlieir use, on Bexley Heath, 
about four miles eastward fi-oni Siiootcr's Hill. The uitire expense 
of this structure is estimated at not less than 150,0001 * 

Mm2 When 

* There is one particular in the design of this edifice, which demands 
the severest repreheniism. Hie inner extremities of the teaching rooms 

nearly 
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Wlicn tli« H'arn-n, wliicli was made the liead-quarters of the 
regiment of Ardllcry on its being first stationed at WoditSfich, be¬ 
came hjsnfiicient for the j>urjios<’, bv the increase of the regiment, 
a piece of groaiid. of alwiit fifty acres, was taken by Govemmait 
on lease, and spacious Barracks erected for the aiTummodalioii of 
the otliccrs ami privates. This was almut lliirty years ago; but 
since that period, many alfcratioiis have been made, and tnanyad* 
dilioiial bnildiiigs raised, particularly within the last five or six 
years. The s\in’U-f.ERy Barhaces, with its subordinate ranges 
of stabling, ofii<es, I've, is now a most exteasive concern, though 
not yet complete. The ('rincipai front has been more than 
doubled in its length during the last three years, and compre¬ 
hends an extent of nearly 4 (‘i) yards. It consisls of six ranges 
of brirli hnilding, united by an ornaiuental centre, ol stone, (having 
Doric columns in front, aial the Hoyal arms, and military trojrhica, 
above,) and four i>f[je.r lower buildings filling up the divisions be¬ 
tween eacii range: the lalicr have: also stone front.s, with Doric 
colonnades, and a bailustrade above each. These contain a Li¬ 
brary, 

nearly unite in t!ie middle ot tiie building, but are prevented from .tc- 
tually doing so, by a siair-i ase ascending from below, aad dponing into 
a small apartment, so disputed, that any person stationed tO it, can 
overlook every part of the teacliliig rooms, as well the stations of the 
Professors, as the desks of the scholars! This illiberal attempt to iatio- 
duce a system of espionage into a national establishment, forcibly re¬ 
minds a spectator of Gener:il Beniham's plans for a Penitcfttiary-housc, 
wherein the Kernel ’s room v> i> to be in the etutre, and the t.ther 
apattments no di-po-ed in >iu/i , that ht could look into everyone., 
w'hilst himself remained < 'ii < ded. to tlte hoisar ot the magistracy, 
this design is said to ba't !< t‘v rejected, because '• mennstwent with 
the prinsiples of British pubiimdeuce, and untongeniai to tlje feelings 
of Englishthfoi.” .How strifflg* the contrast! The Proft ssors are ail 
nu n of lilieral education, i d t.i'ent; and ought to be fully ConfiJtd in, 
with respect to tlieir sedulous apppcatltfo to the duties of their respec¬ 
tive stationsj^ If tiietf conduct shoiild nSUy evince that they are unde¬ 
serving of nR,h confidence, let them be discharged; bpt fot them not 
be irritated, and delsiied, by being nettdered subject to atUvvcr accu • 
saiions of whieh thtig aot,lbe ik8»l»r* 
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and Book Room, Ibr tiie oflkers, a Mess Iloon!, a (»uard 
Roonr, and a Chap<;l; but the interior of the latter is not jet fi- 
uislicd; it is intended to contain 1000 persons. A.t a little dis¬ 
tance from the back pari of the Cliapel, is a new School, 

erected of bricky from designs b\ W yaO, on tlie model of an anci- 
ont temple; its appearance is "land; its k-M"lli is about fifty yards, 
its breadth fueiitv-orie, and its lukiit proporlioiwble. The whole 
dcptli of the t)«i!diiJgs, fnmi the livait of llie llarracks, w hich runs 
nearly jiarallel with tliaf of iIm- new Military Aradeiny, is about 
C<)0 yards: this sjtace iiti hides a douhie (juadiangle, hesides vari¬ 
ous detached runges. Tiie regiiiiMil ol Artillery e" i.-,is of nine 
battalions, one oi' wiiieli Im.s b< e;; leeeiilly added: .some of each 
battalion arc now stationed at Woolwieh; to the amount, in all, of 
about COCK) iiieti. The I’niade in fioni of tiie IJarnteks, and 
the soldiers arc. frequently exerriM'd in Ihiowing shells, for which 
the open space on the fomnion ail'ords sntfieient room. 

On the east side <tf lije Ibtrnieks, on tix' deMCnt leading to the 
Arsenal, arc the MiHianj //os/o'ovik; one of these was huilt be- 
Iweeii twenty and tliiity years tigo; the olim. wliieh is the largest, 
and ealcolated to cuiitaiii acconmiodatii.iis for ioe' men, is not yet 
eonipleted; the central part projeels to a considerable di.stance be¬ 
yond the extremities. 

Several detached buildiiig.s, (<>r the osc of the Artillerx. Itarc 
been raised on diftcrent fiarls of (he Comnioii. a new G;uird House 
is now building, and a I’l tcriuuiy Hospital has been recently con¬ 
structed; the utility of the latter was suggested by a contagions 
disease which broke out among the horse< a few years ago, and 
evinced the propriety of scjwrating the disease*! animals from the 
healthy ones. On the west side of' the Bamicks is a piece of 
water, where experiments with gun-ltoai.s, ixc. are oiicasionally 
made; a new road from this quarter towards Charlton has been 

just opened. 

The whole Military, as well as Ci\ii Estalilisliment at Woohvich, 
is under the immediate superintendence ol the Master-General, 
Knd Board of Ordnance; and all the bnildiiigs erected, and altcr- 
ations made, are under their direct '-outroul. 

M m 3 


The 
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The population of Woolwirfi, as returned under the Act of 
ISOO, was 98‘J!6", exclusive of the Military; and tlie uumber of 
houses, 13ti'2. Tiie.se numbers are certainly too «naU; intiny 
bouses have been since built, and |>erha{>s their amount may be 
more accmately stated at 1.500; while the entire {mpubtiori, iii- 
clnding the Military, and those employed in the Dock-Yard and 
Ar.^eiinl, can scarcely be less than 20,000. ■Numerous mud-wsSled 
cottages, inhabited by soldiers’ wires ami childrep, have been 
raised on a part of Woolwich Coiunion within the last three years. 

The south side of Woolwich Common is neaily terminated by 
SHOOTER’S HILL, a spot of long-contiinied celebrity, from the 
nuincroiis robberies that were formerly committed heie; and which 
were of such remote beginning, that 1‘liilipott, who wrote early in 
the reign ot James tlie First, observes, that ‘ llie_\ continue still to 
rob here by prescription.’* The steepness, and narrowness, of the 
aniient road, and the shelter which the contiguous woods and cop¬ 
pices affoided, rendeied it almost imjws.sihle for a pasH’nger to 
escape being way-laid by the robbers, w|io eseii romnutled depre¬ 
dations at noon-day. So early as the sixth ol Richard tire S«‘Coii«l, 
nteasures were taken for improring the highway on this Hill, when 
an order was issued by the Crow it, to “ cut down the woods on 
each side of the n>ad at Skettre’s JUd, leading from London to 
Rochester, whiih was beionie very ilangcioiis to travellers, in 
compliance with the statute of lidward the First, for widening 
roads, where there were woods which afforded slteller for thieves.’t 
The steps then taken were, however, incllectuah and it was not (I'i 
the year 173f). that any very luaterial improvement was made, 
wlnur a road of grVater witlilt was laid out, undgr an Act of Par¬ 
liament, This, conjoined with the incrursed popnlation of the 

neighbourhood, 


* Vtllare Canlianura, p,,fe8li4-fEdit. if 16. 

+ Ly»on», from Pat. C Ric, //. , 'nit* gentlcinan is mis¬ 

taken in observing, that ‘ ShakesJ | P**'® Shooter’s Hill the scenp 
of FalstafT’s rdrberies, in Henry I'V jW’s Hill, near Rochester, was 

the ¥p 'i^evi& exnloin of the nreri'y 

Knighi 
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T»c'tgl>bo«rliood, and the iinprovenicnts in tlio poliro of the coun- 
try, lias rentkrctl the danger of travelling over this lliliaiuwit 
nugatory. 

On May-day, 1513, Ilenrv tlic Eighth, ami his Queen, Catho- 
riue of Arragon, went with gnat ponip from Greenwich to Shoo¬ 
ter’s Hill, where tliey wx re reeeiwd hv areliers, clad in green, 
ivitl* a Captain at their head, )>ei<onallng Eobin Hood: “ he first 
lilievw'd the King," says llarri'i, who relates tlie sloiy, “ the skill of 
his aivhtss iii tlieir ex/iuKite shooting; and tln-n, leading the ladies 
into the wooil, gave them a line enteituinnienl in venison and 
wiiu-, in grecji .uhors, and hootlis adorned w itli line n - cants, and 
all tltc efforts ot roni.intie galla!'‘.«., which were then tisuallv prac¬ 
tised in that loxnrious ( omt.”* In this reign, llierc svasa Beacon 
on this ennnence, as appears Ironi sever.il entries in the Church¬ 
wardens accounts of Eltliam, of stuns paiil “ lior walehinge liie 
heacoH on ShutUTs Hill." The pros|Sf<,ls from this eminence arc 
cxtreniciy fine. On its summit, which is tJO feet in |K*rjieiKlicu. 
lar height above the low water niaik at ^^'oolwiell,i is a Mineral 
cjiriug.t 

About a fuilong from she ro.id over Siiooter's Hili, on thesonth 
ratio, is a liigh triangular lUWEH, of brick, apparently rksing 
licom aljitek wood, and I'oriiiing a striking object for several mile.s 
round. This, as appears from an iiis'-ription tiver the entrance, 
was built “ to conimemorale the aehiever.ients of the late gal- 
lajtt officer, Sir Willium Jiimc.s, Ban. in tin E;ist Indies, during 
his cooiinand of the Company’s marine forces in tlio.se .seas; and 
«i a particular luanncr, (o recortl the conquest of the Castle of Se- 
mndroog, on the coast of Malabar, which.fell to ins superior 
valour, a«d able conduct, on tlie second day of Ajnii, 1/55.” 

M m f H 

Hist, of Kent, p. HT. 


1 " Tb'n bat'been very recently ascenaiiird, both by measurement, 
*n 4 with rite barometer, by Mr. J. Bonnyi..-isilt', of the Royal Miiuary 

Academy, 

Aft account of lliis was published, by M illiaro Gedhsti, m i oo.'. 
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It consists of three floors: in the lower room are various Indian 
weapons, armour, &c. brought as trophies from Sevenidroog Castle. 
The upper stories are neatly fitted up: on the cedlbg of the first 
is a series of views, in six roiiiparlineiits, of the relative situation 
of the fleet and fortve^is on the <lay of the assault,* The suininit 
is embattled, and has turrets at the angles. Front the windows 
and roof, the prosjtcet.s are nnroiumoiily extensive, and very sell; 
Uiey include a great part of Kssex, Kent, and Surrey; with the 
liver Thames, and the Mel! 0 |iolis. 'liiis 1'ower wits erected l>y 
Lady Janies, who resided with her hushand, Sir W illiani James, 
at Park-Place Farm, near Ehham. 'I'hcir daughter and heiress 
married the late Thomas Boothln. fir>t Lord Ranelifl'e, whose 
son, the present land, has rer.ently come of age, and is now 
owner of this building, and its surrounding grounds, 

E.4ST WICKHAM fonned part of the estates of the ancient 
family of the liurnrth of Shropshire; and J’.obcrt Ilumell, Uisliop 
of Rath and Wells, who died sci/ed of three jiarts of this Manor 
in 129 ?, had liberty of tree warren here. From him it descended, 
by the lenialc line, to tlie faiiiilios of Haiiclloe and Lovell, of whom 
was Francis, Viseouiit Lovell, the zealous adherent of Kichaid the 
Third. He was slain in tlie hatile of Siohe, near Newark, in the 
tliird of Henry liie Seventh, win 11 this Manor, by virtue of an cii~ 
tail made by John de HumUot>, and Maud Burnell, bis wife, in 
tlie reign of Eriward the Third, descended to Henry Lovell, Loid 
Morley, who dying without issue, two years al’lerwaids, it escheat¬ 
ed to the Crown. Henry the Eighth granted it, in 1512, to Sir 
John Petche, for sixty years; aud in he gave the reversion 

to Tlioinas, Duko of Norfolk, whose great grandson alienated it 
to John Olyfie, Esq. wliose daughter and heiress married John 
Leigh, Esq. ot Atidington, kr Surrey. On tite’ death of their 
descendant. Sir John latigh, ui 17^7, a .suit hi Chaticcry was 
commenced to deteimiiie the right of inheritaucc to liis estates; 
aud under a decree roufitined by au Act of Pafikmeiit, it vias 

found 

■» An interesting account of the taking of Severttdrooginay be found 
in OrmeN Hut. of Iluideatan. 



KENT, 


541 


foutxl ^p,sleil in Miiry und Amu , tlic daHi;,littrs of Wooley Ixigli, 
Es<i. younger brother to the deceased. The <!states being divi(icd 
in 176'7, tliis Manor was allotted to tlie Bennett fauiily; Marv, 
tlie co-lieiress of the L«'ie!is, having married John Bennett, Esq. 
The llev. J. I,. I>eniiett is mnv owner. The, old Manor-Jloiific, 
which had heeii the lesideuce of the l.ei^h.s, anil was of the age 
of .Elizabeth, lia-i been (allied thiwii. The i'lvui h is a small an¬ 
cient building of tiint and .'tone, eon.'isiing ot a na\eand e.hauccl, 
witli a shinghM Inrief i/'i ig fiom the vve-.! end ol the roof, Ona 
brohea .slab in tlie ;ia\i'ii!e':l ot' the ciMnr..!, is inlaid in Brens, a 
eross flelirs. coni.tinii.g 'iii ill hn isoi'a imde and f'e'' a!e, in very 
aiieieiil I’leiii h die.-,M ; and o.' e stein Ini ', niijie.i !■•'t iii'i ri()lion 

in Sa'.oii littei,- J. t.e ■^Maoiehctic K fi'i I'.ic,'& -. On ar.o- 

tlier slab, now eoMn, d h_\ ,i (hw, are it,id'a man and his 
three wives; .ind hei.eaih tlieni, an iiei ni.iion in liKuk letter, from 
wflieli it appeals, tli.il the ioi ie-r wr^il ' 'i oin , a ot tin; (iarde, 
named Wtii.i.'.M I’wv, v lio I'l-i is ! ''S ii-lepre.senfcd 
in i.is nnilieni, a siiie.il inil, slim! la* ki .aid. i, auk hose; at lii.s 
jefi side a sHoid, and on h- hica.'t a iir-a uiir.tiunted by a 
crinMi. 

IM.l .MSTED, or FEryi,S'i r..\l) v,a, •mea. by King Edgar, 
in ptiO, to the .Mihoi and Cimveu! of .’uign-liiie, ill Canterbu¬ 
ry, from whom it w.e taken h\ 1 ..u! t .odi\ sn, w iio gave it to his 
sou Tostaii. Edward the Cm.t.s'Oi re-to;id it to li^e Monastery; 
but, after bis deatii, it was again seized by Tost an, who being 
slain in a rehelliou against bis Inolhei llarold, Ins estates fell to 
the Crown. Alter the Couque.st, this Manor was granted to Odo, 
Bishop of Baieux, wlio regrauted it in inontie.s, and at ditferent 
limes, to the. monks of St. AugU'tine, who oinaaied a ein'tier for 
a Weekly niaikel, with liberty of 4ite warren, and other valuable 
privileges, troin King John, Ctn the Di.s.sohiiion, it was given, 
by Henry tlmEighth, to Sir Edward Boiigliton. oi Brawash Court; 
and of his de^rendants it was jejichased . m ttnS,'), hy John MiclieJ, 

Esq. 


Thii Brasi haj been engraved in Iborpcs Castiuiirue RofTcnse, 
plate jl, tig- !• 
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Esq, of Bichmoud, iu Surrey, who devised if, iu with other 
estates, to the “ Provost and Seliolars of Queeit’s College, Ox¬ 
ford, for the pur|)ose of maintaining eight inaster-tcUows, and 
four bachcbi-scholars," on that ftHindation; to these were added, 
by an Act of F'arlianu iif |iasscxl in Hu- year 17<'P, ‘ four under- 
grathiafe exhibitioners.’ The Conn /.oi/ge’. <ir IViaiior-House, is 
a neat building, iuhabileii by the lessee of the iii.iiior farm. TIio 
Church is an old strurture, partly dilapidated, aiid now consisting 
of one pace only, with a neat to' er of bii< k, einhattled, at tlie 
north-west angle. Among other sepnlehr.ii ineniorials, is one in 
memory of Dk. He.nm.VMIX IUknett, Pu hendarv of (iloresl) t, 
arid Vicar of Flnnislcri, who died in 17<>7 ; ami an i.lcgant mural 
monument in coniniennnation ot John Limnuittt, Esq. of 
Shooter’s Hill, who died in 1771. Tlic ptipiilation of i’luinsUa) 
township, as retnraed tinder the net of was II Ob ; tiie num¬ 

ber of liouses, 2I4. The Paush (ontaius about JJOO acres; oi 
which 980 arc marsh, 510 arable, about-KHt woodland, 100 ii]>- 
land pasture, about ninety niaikct gardcii.s, inrhiiiing about tin* 
usually cultivated for green peas, about 100 orc hard, and 2oi> 
waste.’' TheMJnM/c.'i ot Plumstod wcie fust uirlosed, in the reign 
of Edward the Iirst, by the Monks ot Ltsncs Ahlicy , fioinwlmh 
period, tirequent comiiussioiis weie issued by the Clown, tor view¬ 
ing the banks, and lepauing the breathes. 'Ihiongh insullicieiit 
atteutiou, however, upwards of SOOOacies, in this and Eiith Pa¬ 
rish, were inundated in the time of Ileniy the Eighth; and these 
were not wholly u-rovered till the reign of James the First.f 
Between otic and two miles Irom Plunistead Cluircli, eastward, 
but m Erith Paiish, was LE-SNFii ABBEY, founded m the year 
J178, for Canons regular, of the Older of St. Augustiuc, by 
Richard de Lucy, Chiet Justice ot the realm in the reign of Henry 
the 3econd. This ><oblcuian, who was equally renowned as a 

Statesman, 

t Eytons* Environs, Vol. IV. p. 537; from Hsited's Kent, Vot. U- 
p. sot. 8 VO. edit. 

f A full account of the manbestn PUimsted, and ibeadjoiamgptttbhcb 
may be keen in Due. Hist, of imbaiAmg. 
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^ascsman, a MAdicr, and a .indgf, and WmI W«i Regfi.t of »f» 
Kingdom during Uie abMiiic oi Henry in France, ndirnjnishcd 
all Ills dignities on the conn>letion of the Imildings, and hecain# 
Abbot of his own monastery. He died in the tollowiiig ytar, and, 
according to Weever, was sniiipiunusiy entouibeil in the choir 
tif the Church, ‘ and had thi.-. cjntai.li eiigravtn on his nionuiucul 

liupimr ill tcruhriis Itid.iirdii.^ lur Lucimum, 

Ju’ticic pruts tlik\ior, it tirOis 
Chrisli situ teijii.t.-, itviim -at .'I'tlc j,i'.;-uv ■ 

Jiuiti ttiHi- (If'. .i!\ /'is sip/iMl a/’ii 

Miiic u/i.ii's n ini it ‘iiiifihal ■ 

It is rcnvarkalile, tlr.it the (iluircii of this Al.hcv wa- il> ilicatcfl. 
by its founder, to St. Mary, mid .SV. li'omns d liaiii. ‘diottc'Ii 
this proud }iit‘lale had not Ixt ii dcai! inore than eight t.'i-s, aad 
rliough he had ju't iioiisly e\( i)iiitimiiii';'ted l)e Lticv, tut ‘ Iicing 
n comrieer of lliose iierctifid praiiiHs, the (amstifutinns (■( Chimi- 
dotf.’ The original endowiitfins eoiisi.sfed of the western moiety 
of Krith Parish, ineiinliiig IVcsl-x'.'ond, now called the vi/iiVji Wood, 
whie.lj cxtciuis loward.s the south, and from its imineuiatc vicinage, 
Otcasior.ed this to be called, an< iemiy, the Abbey ol West-wood, 
Codfrey, Bishop ol \\ itiehcster, son of P.it hard dc Lney, increased 
the possessions of the Moii!v.s; and iiieir estates were yet further 
angnieiitcd hy dirterent henefactors. in the ninth of Edward tlie 
First, the Abbot obiaineti lieertee offitr-v.nrrai for himself, and 
his successors; an,, the twenty-third ot’fhe same reign, he was 
suinnioiicd to Parliament; as his predecessor had also been in the 
fwiy-ninth of Henry the Third; but no sinnnions to the Abbots 
of Leslies was issued after the lime of Edward the Third, 

Tliis Abbey was dissolved in I aCf, under the Commission for 
suppressing the smaller Monasteries, for the endowment of Wol- 
sey’s Colleges at Ipswich and Oxford; and its possessions were 
conveyed to that Cardinal for the purpose. After his disgrace, 
fhey reverted to the Crown; and in the twenty-fifth of Henry the 

Eighth, 


• Ex. Vet. MSS. In Bib. Colt. 
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Eighth, were granted to Wiiliatn Brereton, a Gentleman of tire 
Privy Chamber, who was attainted and executed wiiiiin two years 
afterwards, on a false charge of an adulterous iuterrourse witli 
Queen Anne Bolcyn.* In the follow ing year, 1537, Ure Manors 
of Ia>«nes and Fanis (the laiter of which is in Eeitli Parish, and 
had belonged to the Monastery at Stratford, in Essex) were grant* 
ed to Sir Ralph Sadleir,! who, about years aft.-rwards. <ilicntHed 
them to Henry Cooke, Es<j. of Mount Mascal, in this county. 
His grandson sold llnni to Sn John Leii.aii, Aldennau of lanidoii, 
and he disposetl of them to Sn John Hipptsley Kat. who, in the 
year 16’30, says Mcioer, “ appointed ciitcuie workcmeii to digge 
amongst the lubhish of the decayed t,d)ucke of the Ciuuch (wliich 
had lame a long tiiiie buried in het owne rumes, and growne «nei 
with oke, dine, and ashe-tues^ foi stones, and these happened 
upon a goodly fiinerall iruaunient; tlie lull pioporiioii of a man, 
in his coafe arinoui, ids sword hanging at Ins side by a hioarl belt, 
upon which the tiower-de-luce was engraxen in many places (being, 
as 1 take It, the rebus, or device, of the Lucies.) this, his (bn llich- 
ard Lucie’s) representation, or picture, l.ty upon a flat irrarble 
stone; that stone u])on a trough, or coflirt, of white sninuth hewn 
asbeier stone: iu that cofiin, and a sheet of lead, (botli being 
made fit for the dimension of a dead body,) the reniames of an 
aahk drie carkasse lay cnwrap]ved, whole, and uudiijioiiitcd, and 
vqwii the head some haire, or a dmile quiddam of haire, apircaied. 
they likewise found other statues of men in like manner propor¬ 
tioned, a» also of a woman in her attire and abSiments, with many 
gnive>stones and bones of the deceased; to sec all wiiicb, great 
confipence of peo]Ue resorted, amongst which number I was not 
the hindmost.'’! The 


Hasted, following Philipott, has mbtiook in connecting the attainder 
• of Brereton with the fall t>f Queen Ciidterine Howard. 

+ See uadtr Standoa, In Heed, p. it seq,' 

I Fun. hlon. p. 'til, 6, Edit. 1^1^ 
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UMWameaU, which, fiom ih sUintionjn 
to have been the choir, mijis adjiiclged lobe 
aga'“ bnoed bj ordci of Sii John Hip. 

|>1a|fted a bay tree on the spot » and soon aftcniards, 
to Sir Thomas Gaimfoid, ot Cion heist, in bur- 

Again di^osed of them to-- Hams, fJtiit of Lon- 

^jmjne dying widiout issue, bequeathed tiicse «states to St, 
]||l^olon)ew’s Hospital, to wIikIi they still belong 
• site ^‘the Abbey, and its stirromidine dt mesne i, now 
fl^Diinted a* afhrm, but not any jiait of the buildings, tscept outer 
♦alls, are standing; and they prevent nothing to Ksf. The 
bay tree, sshich Dr. Slukeley (wlo mted this M>l>iy m 17j3, and 
pubhsUed the result of his obsersations m tie \rihiologial) de- 
sciibcs as the ‘ fkiest of the kind he had mr sttn,’ and Hasted 
represents as ‘ wholly withered and detaytd,’ is now \<ry flourish¬ 
ing the whole area of the buildings is const ited info a garden 
and orchard. The fkrm-liouse wlmh stands at i hide distance 
nortluvard, seems to have been built with nutcnals tioni tlic 
nuns: Stufceley was evidenlly mistaken in upusinting it as ‘the 
mansion hf lh« founder, and h*s successois, llit Puois Ihe ini- 
mediate doatiguity of die uiardhes rendtis this spot iiiucli subject 
to i^[ues. H» ancient stocks of Chesnut in the Abbey wood, 
couhtenance the ophuon that tins tiecwas ludigtnons in Biitaui. 

BELyiDEiKE; tlic scat of Sampson Gwhon, I oid I.tfudley, ot- 
^ lias k v«y beautiful situatHm, alwut one mik from the River 
fkfik told iMarly the »me distance between Lesnes Abbty a id 
l^fcjll^ltoutds, tiiough smaii, are agrecablv divcisihed, and 
the east side is a flomidimg plinlatioii. 
TO Om w {. who giectOd die first mansion on tins estate, 

Eklftst, Ittfd ItoltuMore, who died here m 1751. 

I it to SMnffon Oideon, £s<i whose son, the 
BaH>m»t in 17 -> 9 , and advanced!'' 

I Iwoe , 1790. The improvements 

which 


o Hatted't Kent, Voj. 11. p -5"., 8vo. T U« 
f Vol I. p. 44, with a Plate of the n irth wall. 
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w^cli Ijis father iiad lK;giin, have been completed by this Noble- 
mau, who, about lliirty years ago, re-buiif, and greatly enlarged, 
the House, wlikli is a spacious editiec of brick, standing on tire 
brow of an eminence declining rapidly to the nortli; and com¬ 
manding some very rich prosjrects of the RiverThirpies, and into the 
opposite parts of Essex. From the continual passage of the ship¬ 
ping, the scenery is, indeed, iincoinmonly animated ; ainl not r^sail 
can navigate the coirtiguous stream, but must pass in full view of 
tliis building, 'fhe interior is tastefully ornamentetf; 'and the col¬ 
lection of pictures evince a very judicious ciioice: among them 
is a view of Venice, and its companion, with the ceremony of the 
Doge, marrying tire Sea, by Canaletti; the Alchemist, Teniers; Sir 
John Gaok, Holbein; Noah’s .Ark, Brueghel; St. Catherine, 
Leonardo da Vinca; the Dutch .Admiral, V.\n Tromp, F. Hals; 
Ilemhrdiult painting an Old Woman, llenihrandl; a Courtessan, 
and iier gallant, Ot orghtne; tire Golden .Age, Bniegliel; Snyders, 
with his Wife and Cliikl, Ruhens; Marriage in Cana, 1*. Veronese; 
the Genealogy of Christ, Albert Durer; the Conception, and the 
Flight into Egypt, Murillo; Christ and the Doctors, Luca Gior¬ 
dano; a Landscape, Claude; and three Lands<rapes, by Poussin. 

ERITH is a small village, on the banks of the Thames, lying 
open to the upjxr part of Lotif'-Ihach, where the East Indiamcn, 
in their passage u[) the river, generally <li.scharge a part of their 
cargoes; a circumstance that occasions Uiis place to be nruch fre¬ 
quented. Lamburd supposes its name to Ire derived from the. 
Saxon JEire-ftj/ihj the old Ila\'cn but in ancient records it is 

written 

• Peratnb. cf Kent, p. 343. “ pjj,i„e g^amplc,” says Ijmbard, 
“ that cure eideis before the ^'onqaest, had their iviallcs for title of 
land, and other rontrouersies, in each shire, bcfoic a Jui'ge, then tailed 
Alderman, or Sliyreman, of whom there is very tVc(;uent mention in 
the lawes of our anccstours the Saxons, the vvhichc some ycares since 
were collected and puijiished in one volume; ai.tj for assured proofe 
*l»o, that those dayes they vted to peoceede in such causes, by tKe 
cathes of niany persons, (testifying their opinion of his credit, that was 
the fim swearer, or pattie,) after the manner of our daily experience, 
2 at 
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Writtefl and in tlie Dnraosday Book, Loisnes; an appSed* 

latioii thatj softened into Lcsncs, was afterwards exclusively attaclied 
to the demesne of Lesnes Abbey. 

At the time of the Domesday Siin’ey, fliis Manor belonged to 
Odo, Bishop oj Baieiix; !»nt after his fall, it reverted to the 
Crown, In the reign of Henry tlie Second, Richard de Lucy, 
Justiciary of England, was owner; atid after the death of his son 
and grandson, it l>ecanu! tlic |)ri)j»crty of Roisie, liis second daugh¬ 
ter, marrietf fo Fulbert de Dover. Roisie, lier grand-dangliter, 

married 

as in tire oath yet in vse, and also railed commonly W'agcr of Ijiwe, is 
to be seen; 1 have made choice of one hyslorie, conteiniug, briefly, the 
narration of a thing done at this place, by Dunstanc, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, almost a hundreth yeares before titc coming of King Wii- 
iiam the Conquerour. 

“ A rich man, (saith the text of Rochester,) anno U~0, being owner ot 
Cray, Earithe, Ainesford, and Wotdham, and hauing none issue of hi* 
body, sleubed tlie same lands (by his last wil, made in the presence of 
Dunstane, and others) to a kinswoman of his ownc, for life, the re- 
mamder of the one lialfc tliereof, after her death, to Christes Church 
at Canterbury, and of the other halfe to Saint Androwes of Rochester, 
for euer: he died, and his wife loke one Leofsun to husband, (who 
oueriiuing her,) reteined the land as his ownc, notveiihstanding that 
by tlic fourmc of the deuise, his interest svas determined by tlte deathe 
of his wife: hereupon complaint came to one \\ ulsie, for that time the 
Seyreman, or Judge of the countte, (as the same Ixroke interpreteth 
iti) before whome, bothe Dunstane, the Archebishop, the parties them- 
teluei, sundrie other Bishops, and a great multitude of the lay people, 
appeared, ail by appointment, at Eareth: and tliere in the presence of 
their whole assembly, Dunstane (taking a cross in liis hand) made a 
corporal oath upon the booke of thg Ecclesiastical Lawes, unto the 
Shyreman, (which tlien tooke it to the King's vse, because Leofsun 
himself refused to receauc it,) and .affirmed that the righte of these 
landet was to Oiristes Church, and to Saint Androwes. 

"For ratification and credit of which ins othe, a thousand other pemos 
(chrtten out of Ea« and West Kent, Easisex, Midlesex, and Sussex) 
‘oofce their oathei aho, vpon the ertase, after him. And thus, by this 
ntaaner of {tidsemdnt, Christes Churche, and Saint Androwes were 
iM» poaewion, and Leofsun utterly rejected for euer.” 
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niurried Richard, son of Robert de Chilham; and in fh€ tweltWi 
of Ikmirthe Third, she rtK-overed the possession of this Manor 
from R(»b<;rl Fi(/-w:il(<'r, upon ‘ tr/<il hy batilt:.’* She afterwards 
married, secomlly, Uicli ird Filz-roy, natiind son to Kinji John, 
and had the Manor of Levies, alias Eiilli, assij:n<»d 1»> her for her 
inainlenaiicc. .Surviviii;; this mai''Ii. she paid a tine to the Kinj' 
for license to ni.o-rv whom she ph ased, and then heeaine file wifi; 
of Uich.ard tie Itover. Bv him siic had a .son and danehler, the 
former of whom d'in;’ eitiion! omk', .lolin, I'/irl <>i Atliol, son ot 
the latier, became bis beir, and on tiie decease ot bis willow, in 
the thirty-second of Ivi-.vard the i'list, ohlaimal possession of this 
Manor. Two years afierwards, h<'w.is haiiiicil for treason, in as¬ 
sisting at the coronation i>f lloberl de ibin, of St till.tii'l, and his 
estates were seizeii hv (he Iving. Eduard the Second granted 
Erith to Daitholomew dc Badlesniere, viho obtained lieeii.se to hold 
a weekly market and luo fails anniudly line, as well as to lime 
liberty of free-u a ire n. lie also was esecuted for treason; but his 
estates were rcsfoie<l h\ EtKvard tlie Thirti. to (iih s dc Bailtesiiiero, 
his son; on his death, in ihi’ tv-elith oi'tlial icign. they llil to lits 
four sisters, and co-heires-ts, to one of whom, Eli/abeth, wifi; of 
William de Bolnm, Eail of N'orlharnpton, IliLs .Manor wa.s assigned 
on a partition; ami on Iier dealli, it desci nileil to Roger, after¬ 
wards Earl of Mart 1), her only, snrviviiig son by Edmund de .Mor- 
tiiner, her first Imsband, who.-c descendants iitiaincd the (,'ro«n 
in »oc persrm ot Edward the Eourtb. Hemy Ibe Eiglilli granted 
Erilb to Elizabelb, Countess of Shrewsbury, whose daughter, 
Anne, nianwal first to Pelcr Compton, Estj. and .secondly, to 
William, Earl of Pemhroke, died, Sidlsted of this Manor, in the 
thirty-first oi' Eiizahcth. Henry, Raton Compton, hei only son 
by her first liudiand, succeeddH, and srdth'd Etilh on .'*ir 'J’honiiis 
Compton, his second son, who married Mary, ('ountew of Bnck- 
ingham, relict of .Sir Ceorge Villiers; but lie dying without issue, 
devised it to Sir William Compton, a vuUant ofHcer in the service 
of Charles the First. This gentlemaa sold it to Nicholas Vanacker, 

a mercltant 

Hasted’? Keat> Vo’, fb p, 2J0. t\fk, edit. 
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t menlKint of London, from whose family it passed by tf le female 
line to Sir WSIiattt Hedges, whose son, dying without issue la 
1 ^ 34 , bequeadied it to Jolm Wheatley, Esq, in whose descen¬ 
dants it continues. Hia grandson, who was Sheriff of this 
county in 1769. built a new Manor-Hmtx on the edge of 
Kotfhumbcrland Heath, about a mile from Erith, on the sonffi- 
wesh 

Ihe (^urch^ dedicated to St. John Baptist, is an ancient struc¬ 
ture, consisting of a nave, a chancel, a sooth chapd, and a south 
aisle, with a low tower and spire at the svest end; the north wall 
is thichiy covered wiUi ivy. The nave and aisle are sep.tmted froiq 
the chancel and chapel by a screen of wood, carved in the pointed 
style. Id the Chapel n an alabaster tomb, much nmtilated, in 
memory of Elizabeth, Countess of Shrewsbury, who is repre¬ 
sented in her robes and coronet, tying on a mat, with a lion at her 
teet, and her bead on a cushion, At the skies of tlie tomb ans^ 
various shields of arras, with numerous quarterings, displaying the 
intermarriages and alliances of the family: the inscriptioL is oblite¬ 
rated, but has been presenwd by Weever, who appeals to have 
held this rectory in the time of James the first,* The Conutesa 
died in the tenth of Elizabeth: her only daughter, Anne, Ctwa* 
tm of Pembroke, ivas also buried here, in the thuty-first oi 
the same Sovereign. On a slab near the above, ate smidl 
wlioie-length figures, in Srasi, of a Kmght, in ammir, End his 
Lady; the Vormer has on his tabard of arras, diapliyii^ a bm0, 
cotized, between ahr martlets; the inscription is gone) it te^Sraed 
the memony of SiB Richabb Walden, Knt. and Mai^st, 
his wife, the pttettts of tim Conotess of Shret^sbuty; the fonner 
died 1b iiOS, the htter hi 1528. On another slab, are brass 
figures of« Xkffiir trad ^ Lady, ililh the arms of (falden: tho 
former is tm a greyhound, with his sword hanging beftnw 

hia»{ the jhMIilt ^ |iie Lady is gom, as are the figures of their sdns 
Mid daa^hll^ mat to this, <m a smaller stone, are figures, in 
lb<asi Idafii <i^> JM aiait imd fMn<dc^ of the same iamityi and om 
Voih, ViiL'SBit.’ 1806 . S h iooBiev 

’•"ihh. Hua. p. ,W1» 
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south dhsaed & an obelisk of black marble, it wt^ BHltbfe 
emopyf In <joiilimemorauon of Dame ELIZABETH Shotsl, re* 
liet of ShtlM^esIy Shovel, tlie severity of whoso tOM, m 
sliipwreclL of her husband, and two only soM, ^wboin d|0 hod 
bmne to Admiral Sir John Narborough,) is delated in h kng hi* 
scriptiaa; and on a second tablet, at tit* base the mmifuneiit, 
are recorded the alinnces of her children: she died in her slvea* 
^.thtrd year, In April, 1733. Near the above 14 gnolher hand* 
Some mural monument, meommemomtiou of the Ilw. Robert 
Mansbi, eldest son and heir of Thomas, Lord Mansd, of the 
Bncktit and noble fiimily of the Mansels, of Nintnandy, removed 
into England in the time of WiRiam the fkmqueror, (and) esta¬ 
blished ui Wales in the rdgn of Henry the First, where they have 
flourished ever since, in great splendor and digni^t first, at Ox* 
wich Castle; then at Margam, in the county of ^morgao. He 
married Anne, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Sir Cloitdesly 
Sliovei; and died m May, 1723." His widow, who erected this 
monument, was afterwards married to John Blackwood, 1^. 

The p<q>alation of Cra^'fiird, as returned under the late Act, 
was 121 O 1 ; die number of bouses,. 191 ; the latter are di^osed in a 
murrow fit-bufit street, about half a mile long. The river Cray, in 
its c(Birse ftom this iniiage to Dartford Creek, sufqdiea water to 
two large manufai^ories for printing calicoes, to a mill for fiatting, 
and slit&g hwn to make hoops, &c. (‘ lately buiided,' sap 1^* 
bud, * finr die making of plates, whereof armour is fiuhioned,’) 
Bad to several bleadung-grounds for lineoK Cnqfford bad the 
grant of a vredkly^ ihariiet from Richard the SeooiKi^ list diis to 
been long disused. 

There are “ now to be seen," sajs Hasted, " as wdft oO <!)• 
beadis near Crayford, as in the fields end woods tiatMd)dM* 'nE>ny 
tftdkial Caves, or hotes. In the earth; some ^ 

tome fifteoi, and other j^«ity fathoms deep, pkmib, 

and thence downward, Wani ngrroti', Ifte dw Itoago 

of a well; but at the I 
iom^, tliat some pm 

one ^hin aaodmr» r faulted, End 

chalk. 
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dialic.’* f li«ie itin »miu9, and sre by wme ssi^ioird to have 
been merely ciallVfnts; but thdr general appearance emitradkle 
(bit o(nnioa« Mr. Hutfed aj^prebended diem to have been ejcui^ 
rated by the Shutmtt, in mutation of the custotna of ther Genaaa 
ancestoratf bet othen, and among them the learned Bdivaird King, 
Esq. hove conceived them to be the tvodo of the Britons; “ be* 
cause Diodorus Siculus expressly tdls us, that the Britona did lay 
up tficir corn ia tubterraneous reposUorut^ 

The Manor of BEXLEY *was given, by King Cenulpb, to the 
See of Cauterbaty, and is described, in the Domesday Book, by 
the mrae of Bix, and as having ‘ a Churdi, and tiufte ui^' la 
<!» Team Mq^ims, it is written Bales and under that name, Ikb* 
ward the Second granted a weekly maricet to he hdd here, at the 
soUcitaticm of Arebbisbop Reynolds; but this has long been div 
used. ArdibMiop Csanmer alienated Bexley, with all the lands 
behmghi^ to bis See, in this Barisb, to Heniy the Eighth; and it 
cootmued m the Crown till James the First granted it, in fee, to 
Sir John Spiboan, who shortly afterwards sold it to the celebrated 

N n -3 Camden* 

e lb*t. of Kent, V<d. IL p. S66. Sto. Edit. 

t Tackus tells us# tlat ' the Germam were accustomed to dig tub* 
tenraneaut caverns, and then to cover them over with much iooK earth, 
t(or compost;) forming hereby a refuge frtHU storm, and a receptacle 
for corn ; because by means a[ such sort of places they resit the ftott: 
and besides, if at any time any enemy comes, the open country h plua* 
dered; hut these ctmccaled and deep sunk dens, are either unknown, 
or deorive the plunderers, even by that very chpumstanco, that diey 
areplacm to be hunted after.’* 

I Sse. Sh. y. SOP, p. 341. Ed. tVakelkigii; as quoted m Mom* 
menta Antiqua, VoL L p. 48. 

* *3tdaist et snbtetnwoi tpecos aperire, eosque aulm tnsnpsr Cwo aOjto 
ru«, itiffuginm liieai, et leeeptaeultim ftugibas; quia rigorem frigwumejijP 
ffladi locia ttlolltwitl et si qnando boitis advenit, aperm popolamt*, abdita 
tWeaetdi^asia, a& ignoraatur; autjio ipso ftUunt. quod qufcrwMfcsiwc* 

UsiW«» KMmxia, C. |.U)i 
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Cimdciu This <hs!iii"niv1icil iViitiqiiaiy, in the niurfeontli of tite 
same n-ign, made mer his riyiil to the University of Oxford, for 
tfie pnrjvosc of foiiiKliii!; an Hisloiical Profess)rslitp; but cove¬ 
nanted, that aSl the levenne^ of the Manor sljouki be enjoyed for 
iiiiiety-iiinc years ftoin iiis (hmi deutti, by Mr, Ijt'illiani Heatlier, 
his In and ‘ f fesjois; «1 h> ««‘)e, honever, sulypct to the 
jiasiiuiU *»1’ I sol annti.ilK. {'iimdeii died in ItT'Jd ; and, at tin 
expiiation of miieiy-iiuie _\e.'i , t! e Manor derolvwl on the 
Vnheisifs, olio hau’M..e.'"lanfed hniH's, from tiiftc.to time, foi 
IwenU-one sealto tiie l,i </*?, of ll.mie\. Mod of the lands in 
Be\Uy I’.ni'li, vdiidi txteinU aeatiy three miles each was, are, 
held of tliis Manor.* 

The </«/)./; is a pendiar of the 'virlihishops of Canterhury : it 
is dediraUsi fo M, Mary, and has a shingled tower, and small oe- 
faiigiiliir spire. On the sonih side of the ehaniTl is anaiuiurt 
ai ii, eoiisi.ting of tin* e dixi.sions of )i<vinfed aiehes, and 
n Kff-ss for hoiy water; on the nortli side are se\en aneient Sto/^ 
of oah, with eanrd i.eiuls, aral other lignns. On a slab under 
the tiorlli wiiidov., v.hieh seems to hare heen llie roser of a very 
ancient crdliii, i.s a .small Jjrn.'.t figure for Tiiom a.s Si’ABRow , 
owner of I^aniienliy, in tins ParLsh, v^ho died in l.sKl. AgamsI 
the north wall is :ai al.ihasler monuiiieni, in nieniory of .Stir John 
C iiAaiVl-Nlus, Knt. who died in Ortolrer, l.n'jr>, midwho.se ti- 
gnie, with that of his Lady, are reprcsi iiled kneeling at a desk, in 
the fhess ot tl’.e liiites; Sir John w; s Lord Mayor of London it) 
1 .‘juL Another moiinmr nt letorils the memory of Sin KietiAR n 
Austv.N, liar t. of Ilaill’l.iee, who was Inirird here, witli sereral 
otheis of Iiis family. Here me also iiieniotsals for JoilN Sr\Ll> 
MAKf, Eh<j. an eminent Last India Mere.hatit, and a Director of tire 
Eiist India romiiany, who dierj in I?,!-!., at the age of eiglrty-lwo, 
ami four ol his wises; for .‘'ill EowAftn BkkTt, Kill, a distin¬ 
guished solditr in the lime of tlie Civil Wars, on the }»ait of 
Chaile.s the I’irsi, who died in k'thinarv, 108.11, aged itewnt; 
|p<l for SiK jlliciiAUr) i'oiii', Lord Ma-yor of London in Ki'Tl; 

ho 
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J»c died at the age of sixty-five, in 1(>78 ; the inscription is sin- 
gidnr.* 

The pofMilatioD of Bexley Parisli, as ascertained iu 1801, was 
l 4 tl; the number of houses, 26’7; anioii" the latter are several 
good raaHsious, inhabited by reputable families. lllGH STREET 
HOUSE, which’adjoins the Church-yard, was rebuilt, in 17(>1, by 
lljc late learned Antiquary, John Tliorpo, Esq. F. S. A. author of 
ihe CustMMile liojfinse, who purchitse<l this estate of the Jfwiens, 
of Hall Place,* in the year 1750. On his death, at Ciiippenham, 
hi Wiltshire, iu 1792, his posM'ssioiis devolved to his two daugh¬ 
ters, by his first marriage with Catherine, daughter of Dr. Law- 
reii^Holkcr, of Gravesend: at; ? on a partition, High Street House 
was slotted to the youngest, married to Culhbert Potts, Esq. an 
ciuiucut Surgeon, of London. This gentleman became owner 
also, in right of his wife, of a ('ontiguous Villa, called BOURNE 
PLACE, which was built about thirty years ago, by Lawrence 
Holker, Esq. only son of the above incutiuned Dr. Holkcr. 

HALL PLACE was anciently the seat of a family suriiamed 
AtdJail, the last of w hom conveyed it, in the time of Edward the 
Tliird, to the Shelleys, who, in the tw enty-ninth of Henry the Eighth, 
Mild it to Sir JohnChampeucis, who lies buried in theClmrcli, and 
wiiose estates in Kent were among those dis-gavelled by the Act 
of the lliirty-tirst of the above Sovereign, His youngest and only 
surviving son, Justinian, succeeded to this esUite, and was SberilF 
of Kent in the twenty-fifth of Eli 2 al)tth. His son, Richard 
Chanipitcis, conveyed it to Robert Austen, who was created a Ba¬ 
ronet in the twelfth of Charles the Second, and was Sljerifl’of this 
county in that and the loilowing year. His great-grandson, and 
of the same name, was also Sherilf in 1724. On the extiuctmn of 
his family, it became, by a ttleuicnt, the (iroperty of the late 
Francis, Lord le Desjieuser, who devised it to Francis DasJiwood, 
Esq. in lysi.t The Mansion is an ancient and spacious ediicc, 
stud now Occupied as a Boarding School, 

N n 4 BLENDON 

'* See lliorpe’s Bfgistrum Boffense, p. 908. 

+ Uaaeti^Kcnt, Vol, 173,-*j. 8vo. Edit. 
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BLENDON HALL, ealied, fa old writings, Bladindon Courf, 
sncieotly possessed by } family eunmimd De Bladii>done,* 
who, iu the time of Richard tite Second, conveyed it to dw IfaU 
tingkam, from whom it passed through ae«end frnniiies, by de» 
scent, and others ise, to John Wroth, Esq. vdio was created a 
Baronet fa lO'dO; he died in 1671 , and two yean afterwards, 
this estate was conveyed to Sir Edward Brett, wfao lies buried in 
Bexley Church. His nephew dying without issue, in 1732, "^de¬ 
vised it to Jacob Sawbridge, Esq. a Director of jfas South Sea 
Company, whose son sold it, about I7d3, to Lady Mary Scott, 
relict of Arthur Scott, Esq. Commissioner of Chatliani^Yard, and 
daughter of the fourth sou of George, fourth Emd of Nortfaa]np> 
ton. This Lady, who, on the succession, iu turn, bf her- two 
hrotiiers to the Earldom, had the rank and precedence of an Earl's 
daughter allowed her hy special favor, rebuilt Bifudon Hall mi the 
old site, and coasiderably improved the surrounding grounds. Sho 
died in 1782, and was buried at Bexley, having bequeathed this 
estate to William Scott, Esq. eldest son of lier husband’s brother, 
who sold it to the late Lieutenant>Oeneral Pattison; andofhb 
nephew it has been lately purclutsed by Jolui Smith, £.s<{. Bi. P. 

LAMIEHBY, or Laimbby, as it is impro]ierly railed, hclot^ed 
to an ancient fiiinily, who asstimed the surname of Lamienby, but 
afterwards obtained that of Sparrow. Agnes, dauglitcr and heir¬ 
ess of Thomas Sparrow, who lies buried iu Bexley Church, married 
James Goldwell, Esq. from whose descendants this estate passed, 
through various families, by purchase and ottierwise, to David 
Onne, M, D. of Great St. Helen’s, in the year iffiS. The Mansion 
was rebuilt by William Steele, Esq. a former owner of this estate, 
about the year I74i: be also laid out the Park, through which 
flows a small rivulet, which has here been formed into 9 canal, 
and, after flowing by Blttidon ^afl, Bourne Place, and Hall Plaee, 
falls into the river Cray. 

DANSON HILL, tbnneriJSl^ thf Manor of Dttimvv* alwi 
Dmmington, was the Proj^^of Matthew, second son idf Arch¬ 
bishop Parker, who dvins wISlut issue, fa the tane of Eliatheth, dc* 

vised 
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Vi«e^ itio fettier: be gave it to liis son John, ^^ho, with Joan, his 

wife, levied a tine hi tlie twentieth of that reign. How it de¬ 
scended is uncertain; but early in the last century it liecaine the 
property of Jolra Styleman, Esq. who lies buried at Bexley, and 
who bequeathed a moiety of his estate iu Kent to found an Alms¬ 
house, for twelve poor families, near the Church. This estate be¬ 
ing included in the moiety, was leased to JoJin Boyd, of I.oudo% 
mdfehant, who, in the second year of his present Majesty, pro¬ 
cured the Ipe .simple to be vested in himself, and his heirs, by Act 
of Parliament, under an agreement with the trustees, to whom he 
made over a rent-chaige of 1( 0 pounds annually W the uses of 
the dwrify. Soon afterward- he erected the present Mansion, 
wliich is a handsome fabric, standing on a commauding eminence, 
in a pleasant Park. Tlie original designs were given by Sir 
Koliert Taylor, but were .somewhat departed from in raising the 
superstructure: on tins principal floor are three large and elegtmt 
iqairtments. TIjc grounds were laid out by the celebrated ilrown, 
who also formed a spacious sheet of ssater towards the southeni 
extremity of the Park, wliich cxliiluts some flourUring piantatiom. 
Mr. Boyd was created a Baronet, in May, 1775; and on his 
death, was succeeded by bis son, the second Baronet, who pulled 
dowu the wings of tlm house, and at a little distance erected a 
a large pile of stabling and otikes. His son and successor, the 
present Sir J. Boyd, has recently sold the W'hole estate to Jolm 
iohustouc, E»q, for about 50,0001. 

DARTFOllD. 

Thb name of this town was derived from its sitir..tioi{ on a 
Ford of Use river Dartni. The^ Saxons called it D«re»r/ord: 
aud this, in the Domesday Book, is spelt Taienttfou. The Manor 
Has andeat demesne of the Saxon Kings. At the time of the 
tlurvey^ it banged to the Coiiqm ror, and must then have been 
a piaeo of cotisiderebie comparative importance, as it is described 
as faavii^ < «• Clnirch wortli sixty shillings, and thice Ciiapels.* 
Here weie also ‘ two earucates, in demesne, and 1411 villeins, 
^ith tell borderers, Itaviag ti%>tbree earucates; two liiths, or hit- 

vens. 
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▼ens, a mill,’* ,&c. held in ferni hy a Rtve. The Manor con¬ 
tinued in the Crown, and iImj rents were aecounfed for Ity the 
lywrilfe of Kent, till the smoini uf King John, who gj-aofed it to 
Hngh, Earl of St. Paul, a NornumLunl, wltov iu the next year, 
bad license to mortgnec his lands in Dailhnd for three y<‘ars, on 
going to the Holy Land. Henry the Third grn&^ed the Manor 
provisionally to .(»lm dc lliiigtv, and afterwards to William, FkrI 
of Albemarle, who died seized of it the Ibrty-fourlh of that reign; 
and three year.s afterwards, Ih iny restored it to (i'tiy de ChastL 
Kan, Earl of St. Paul, on whose death it leterted to the Crown. 
Etlward the Second granted if to his half hrothcr, Edmund of 
Woodstock, with its appurtenances, which iticlndcd Chislehurst, 
and other subordinate manors. His sons, who were Earls of Kent 
in succession, dying without issue, their sister, Joan, nuirricd first 
to Sir Thomas Holland, ami secoiully, to Edsvard the Pdack 
Prince, became his sole heir. Her gramlson, Edmund Holland, 
Eail of Kent, dying also wilhoiit issue, his inheritance was divided 
atnong his four sisters an<l co-heiressr-s, when this Mmior was al¬ 
lotted to Joan, Duchess of York: hut on her deitth, in 1 +34, it 
became the property of her skter, Margaret, and was inherited 
by the descendants of her first husband, John, Ear! of SoineiM-t. 
On the aftaiuder of Henry, Duke of Somerset, in it was 
granted, witli its appendages, to the great Earl of Warwick; after 
whose defoat and death, near Banict, it w as granted to his daugh¬ 
ter Isabel, married to George, Duke of ('lareiicej but on the at¬ 
tainder of the latter, in 1+77, Edward the Fourth granted it to 
Tltomas Lord Stanley for life. It. was afterwards re-conveyed, 
with all the other pt^sessions of the Earl of Warwick, to his Coun¬ 
tess, by Henry the Seventh, for the purpose of obtaining a l<^al 
surrender of the whole; and sl^e accordingly granted to the King 
11+ manors, including Dai tford, which remained in the Crown 
till the year iClO, when,J^|fes the First gnuited if, with Chisle- 
Irurst, in fee, to Gwrge^Wjhomas Whitmore, who, in the fol¬ 
lowing year, conreveef slmlplo Sir Thomas WalsHigham, the 

lessee. 
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h-ssee. Sir Tlionms, in l613, sold Dartfovd, for 5001. to Sit 
Robert D'Arcy, by whose descendant"! it was sold, iu to 
Thomas Gmj«e, E>«1. who died in 1707, leaving three sons, all of 
whom successisel^ Wheiited liis estales, which aflemarris rfescend- 
cd to bis gratid^n, Robert Msnors, who assumed the name 
of Gonse, by*Aet of Parliinnent. He dying without ksue, in 
J7()5, devised his estates to his widow, who afterwards married 
Charles IVloigan, Est], m whose descendants Hartford is now 
vcsterl. • • 

I^inihard imagines that ‘ there was some fairc house of the 
King's, or of some otiicrs,’ in this town in the reign of Henry flie 
Tliird, as Isabella, the King's sister, wnts here married by proxy, 
ft the year 1C35, to the Emperor Frederic, who had sent an em¬ 
bassy with the Archbishop of Cologne, for the piir|)ose. Edward 
liie, 'Hiird held a Tmirmvu'nt at Darttord on his return from 


France, in 1531, ‘ in wdiiche he and his nobles irerfourmed niosic 
honorahlie.’*' 'Fhe most rcmarltable historical event, however, 
connected witli this town,! was the insurrection nnder Wat Tyler, 
in the fifth of Richard the Second, wliieli was eqnuiiy singular in 
its origin, as in its termbralioii; ami which, had it Ijeeu conducted 
with even common ability, might Imve led to the establishment of 
a new race of Sovereigns. The insolence of a tax-gatherer, who 
“ had been appointed to levye the groates lliat were hyParIcmneut 
taxed upon every polle,”t abo\<' a certain age, occasioned bis own 
dcatli, and so inctmscnl the “ coniinou-pcopic of tliis shyre,” that 
tiiey rose in arms, determined to redress their own grievances. 
Making Tyier their captain, they mareheil towards London, and 
being joined by multitudes in tlieir way, p/esentiy increased to 
100,000 strong. Tlie King, hearing they were advanced lo Rtack- 
beatl), where they encamped, scpl messengers to know their de-- 
inands} when tliey reipiired that he should hiiuself treat with tlieiii 
in and on his refusal so to do, by advice of his coufteit, 
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f Rapin, and scane oila r historiuns, have erroiicousiy stated this insur-r 
fCction to have beg in at Deptford. 
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they inarched lo London, where they committed great ratage^, 
and exereised many barbarities. They even seised on the Tower* 
where Sudbury, Archbishop of Canteibury, and RiAert de Hales, 
Hi^ Trcusorer of England, had sot^tht refi^ and beheaded 
them, as being the chief advisers in tl« King's late refusal. At 
length, Richard vras ronstraiiicd to submit to a oonferenre, and 
repaked to Smithfield, where he was met by Tyler on horseback, 
irlio demanded “ a general enfranchisement of all bondmen; 
that idt warrens. paHrs, and chases, should be mtt^li:; free and 
common to all, so that the poor, as well as the rich, should have 
Uberty to fish, fowl, and hunt, in all places throughout tlie Kbg> 
dora,”* &c. These and other tenns abrogatoiy of the general 
laws of the realm, he iusi^ed on witli all the rudeness of an ug| 
cultivaled mind; mui wiiilc the Kmg was meditating on an ausner, 
he is said to hare twice, or thrice, lifted up his sword in a inc> 
nacHig maimer. This iiitlauied the ^irit of Walworth, Lord 
Mayor of London, who liad arcGm))auied Richard, aud who sud¬ 
denly discharged such a violent blow with his sword, at the brad 
of Tyler, that he fell dead at his feet. Tiie alarmed multitude 
instautiy licnt their hows; but Richard, witli admirable presence 
of mind, dissuaded them fiom extiemities, mid potting bioiselt 
at their head, led them into St. George’s Fields, where the sight 
of an aimed force, under Sir Robert Knoliys, so far iatiiuulatcd 
Rum,, that they threw down tiieir arms, and solicited mercy. Thus 
WHS the insurrection quelled; but, to the disgrace of the Couit, 
the revolters were treated with fitr greater severity than the occa¬ 
sion justified. 

Edward the Third founded a Nunnest at Dartford, in the 
year *1355, and coiimutted its goveniment to the Order of Friars* 
Treachers. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and St.-Margaiet, the 
Virgins; and by Edward’s pat&t of endowment, dated in bis foiv 
(y-si»tl) year, be grants to Mau^tbe Prioress, various manors 
and estates for its support, botb^f his own and of the dona¬ 
tion of others.t llkliard tlm Secoml incKused the jpossessioiis of 

the 
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llic nnns; luid Edward the Fourth continued tlie former grants, 
and gave them a new charier. His fourth daughter, Bridget, who 
was horn at Eltlmin, hccamc a nun, iind was buried here; us was 
the Ladj Joan, dandiler of Lord Scrope, of Bolton, the Lady 
]\largarel, riaugiiter of Lord Beaumont, botli Prioresses, an<l Ca- 
tlu'riiie, widow of Sir Maurice Berkeley. At the Dissolution, its 
inftiales were ronipO'C'd of females related to some of the most 
ancient aii<[ li-sju'ctahle families in Kent. Its annual revenues, at 
tlial periotl, acconiiiig to Dngdale, amountctl to GSOl. !)s. 0§d. 
but aecoriiiiig to S|)ecd, to 40Ul. ,Sa. Tlie nuns were tlienof the 
Order of St. Dominie, but the t'oaudalion was originally estuldislied 
(jl^r Nuns of the Order of St. Augu.stinc. Henry the Eighth fitted 
up the bnihlings as a Palacf for hiurstlf, and his succe.ssors; but 
l.dward tlie .Sixth granted it, with tlie .Manor of Hartford, and its 
appiirtenauce.s, ami his Park in Dartford, called Wasbineado. 
to .Anne of ( .!< ves, in exchange for lands in Surrey, ami she died 
■••eized ol' them in (he fourth ol Qm'en .Mary, when they reverted 
to the (u'own. (iiieen Elixabeth retained the Priory demesiu! in 
licr own hand', and thiring her progress in Kent, in her sixteenth 
ye.ir, re.sidt d ' in lier Palace at l)artl'(ir<r two days. James the 
Piist grantfsl it, with the Manor of D.trtford, alias Temple, 
m Darll'oid, llatlield in Jlcrifordsliire, and other land.s, to Ro¬ 
bert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, in exdiange for Theobalds; and 
that Nobleman, in the tenlli m- eleventh of the same reign, con¬ 
veyed tlie site of the Priory, with its aijpurteiiauces, to Sir Robert 
D.\n;y, Irom whom (liov have descended in the .same way as the 
c.)pilal Manor of Dart lord. 

Sir Edward D'Arcy, fatiior of Sir Robert, who liad a icatse of 
the Priory for his own life, re.sided ami died Itere.: he gave it the 
name of Durtjord Place, by whicli appellation, and that of the 
Place, or Place House, it has ever since been called. The present 
'(•mains are of brick, and consist of a large embattled gateway, 
with sonic adjoining buildir||^ on the soutli, now used as a farin- 
hoii.se; the garden and stock-y.ird occupy the remaining part of 
•he site of the Priory, which was of great extent, a.s appears from 
the numerous druiiis, and foundations of walls, that have been dis¬ 
cos erod. 



560 


i;r.NT. 


covered. The gnnleiis and orriiards were inrln^ d by an am it’nt 
itont' wall, whuli is still ciitir*'; tlw arra inrhub-s almiil twelve 
acres, and is now tenanted by a inarliel gardener. The Priory 
buildings were situated at a short distance from the north-west 
side of tlie town. 

Tile I'hinch. which stands near the rivi r, in the north-east part 
of the town, and i.s dedicated to the Holy Trinity, is a sj.a<i(ms 
editiee, coiisislin;; of a nave, chancel, and aisU ., w-ii'i a tower, 
eniballled, at the north-west side; it was icpaiied at the expense 
of llic parishii'iier-s, in the year 17,o,!. Oicr the arch of the r asl 
window of the ehaneel, which is now stopiierl op. lint was made 
ill tiie time of ILrlward tlic Tiiini, hy if,.y ,lic ni.liiijs 

of Rochester, wa-tlie head of that prelate in stone: this is now 
in a liimher room over the vcslrv; the ronnleiianre liisplcx' a t in-t i - 
hi! ■ !■’!■! ih'iv. In the chancel, on the north side, h a inur.;! nioan- 
na ' . is nil; < i!'or;!>ii-:i ol Si n ,loii\ Se; i,%i sy m Si>n,l.M \n, ' 
a (leriiiaii, w )>o was the fir-t tliril imrodnci d the .t/i.a?), i.;rv,ve 

into thi: l.ia^ilom. Thin w.■l^ ni (he k i;;ii of I'.ii/alicih. who 
pi; i.ltd him the suhoidiiMie Manor of Ihii ll>i nlge, 1 oi I’Aiknoic, 
iii Dartfovd, wluih !tad pieiiou-i-, bttn .in apjirndape to il.c 
Priory. Here, on flic .oti of a wheat, and a malt mi!), lie Iniill a 
Paper Mil), toi tin inakii;;; of w riting piapei ; and in the liiiru lii.q. 
ol Plizahelh, who koighicd liini, and to whom he w i-.lewi !;ci 
he obtameii a hiensc I'oi the -- ie gatlicring, for ten years, of all 
rags, ^ec. ueces-aiy |i>r the inal.ing of such pap<‘i.J He dii d i.i 
16(1/, at lire age of hiry-lixe : liis ctlipics, with that of his l-ady, 

. .irr 


* ho .['tit hy Koop", 1.1 tiis ‘ll’Unrlrit Acccaait of jh- Siitht'iiac. 
svlii'.h have bf n used todescnlie I'.vent", Hiid to roevey Ideas, from 
the eariie.st Date to the Invention of Paper,’ p. 

t “ He ,s sa d to Ijave brougin o\"e(JJea with liini in his portmanteau, 
two !?,•/;<■ !)■(/'<, a tree unseen leifore iti these pans, and ro have plant¬ 
ed tlrem her*- : tltcse irt-es Mi otl neatP-i^^ lUvi !l;no hotisr* !icU)np,ie'..; m 
the I’owdir MIdK, and rem.riited till tm&D these few years, ivht n nif'V 
were (ut down,” Hasted s KtnK 

i IJ..r. Ni’xi. No. 2h’0.0,.(:. ful. 124, as !|noud by Ifasled. 
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arc exWbitcd on the raoimmeut kneeling at a desk. Near this, 
in the pavement, is a staJ>, inlaid willi grasses, of a male, and fe¬ 
male under a rich Canopy, with iaf)els jwoceeding from their 
mouths, and a mutilated inscription bciieatli their feet: these re¬ 
present Jlkhard 'Muriyn, and his wife, botli of whom died at tlve 
beginning of the fillccntii eontury. Several other inlaid slabs are 
in (Jiflereul parti of fheChurcli, and some are very curious. On 
one of them, in what is leniicd tlie sohth chancel, is a wale figtire, 
and two eticTjtfflieon.s in Brm^, with indents for a female, &c. and 
the following mntiiated hiscrijtlion going rotind the verge : 

tnni miivcfmo quinsentestmo attibo, n 
(Strmii uroi efae, qm ahi;t me Jfvhruatij sn% titni 

— EfjCaiJJ" iJuoruin airmba ppartur Djoa 3incn. 

Between each word iu this in.scription, are oniaincnUil figures, as a 
bell, a tun, a leaf, a rose, a trefoil slipped, a dog, .a innllcf, a leo¬ 
pard’s head, a crescent, &;e. Among the remaining memonals, are 
several for the Bcerx and Tx^istlefun.'s, of Horseman's Place, in 
tliis Parisli, and for oUier respectable limiilies. In tlie {irindpa! 
Church-yard, which, from its situation on the bill above the town, 
to the cast, overlooks even the tower of the Church itseil^ was a 
Chantry Chupel, dedicated to St. Edniuixl the Martyr; and the 
road leaditig up fo it is, ’hi old deeds, called St, Edoiuiid’s Hill. 
This is supposed to have been founded by Joint de Bjcknorc, hi 
the reign of Edvrard the Second: it aftcrwartls Itecaaie appendaut 
to the Priory, and was dissolved in tlie reign of Edward the SitUh. 

An Ifemituge is recordetl to have been established as early as 
tlie twentieth of fleniy’ the Tliird; and hi th« third year of Heu- 
ly the Fifth, IJeitry, Lord Scrope, bequcatlied to the then audio, 
tile,one mark.* ’The charitable benafactionsfor the use of ihejtoor, 
are numerous; an was founded lieie, under a license 

from Heniy the Sixth; tUtd- in an ancient rental, it is called tlie 
S'Pytdl House, ‘ where the leprous iuliabet and dwdl.’f 

" Rot. Pat. dus an. Ryr^. Eyed. Vol, IX. p. Z1 
• n.isfcd’s Kent, Vol. 11. p. .118. 
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In a sumjr made of fhe fiiaettt jki tUb ib Ae 

c%btfa of CUzabeth, Daiifotd it statod to tsontaid * 18d inbabitcd 
lida«^ si\ fitrsons ladcb)$ habitation, four kayt^ br btidit>Si>]aca, 
•even tfa^is and boats, via. thite of three ton*, dhe ax, two of 
ten, and one of fitleen, and persons for canhi||a firom Daitford 
to London, and so back again, fourteen*.* At tiutt time also, and 
even so late as the reign of James the First, dime whs a FiAer^ 
at Hartford Creek, the rent of whhdi was six talniom, worth for* 
{5 shillings, annually. 

The flourislimg state of this town has chiefly arisen ftom the 
eslablisbiueiit of the diflTercnt mills neat it, on the river Harcnt. 
The original paper mill, erected by Sir John S{fl!man, about half 
a mile above die bridge, occuf^ the site of the present gun-pow¬ 
der mills; and another mill, at a short distance belew it, for die 
manufactmeof paper, stands where Oeofltey Box, of lie^, erected 
a mill for slitting iron bars into rods, supposed to have been 
the first of the kiud in England, as early as the year lfl 90 . Tli* 
Bridge is now a commodious (totetnre, hot was vety narrow and 
dangerous, till between twenty and tliirty years ago, wticn it was 
altered at the expoise of the county; at wbit time it was original¬ 
ly boilt is unknown, but it was certainly posterior to the fourth of 
Edward the Tliird, when, on an inquisidoo bdteo after tlie death 
of Edmund of Woodstock, the Ferty over the Darciit at this 
place, is valued among the mnts of tto Manor, Aliout dK same 
period that the Bridge was tepatmd, the oMUMMvt-lfousr and 
Shamblet were taken down, and new bdhfil^i for the puipose 
erected in a lets iiHxmwment rituation: the rpad thrott|^ the town 
was also amended,'and flew pavem^ts made, Cora ht aifld hem 
lu ^«at quantities anmmRy: below the town is a good n^tarf. 

The population of Haxtfonl,* as rc|m^ under the Aat of 
amounted to 240d; the latter tdfl ^efly 

di^msed in a principal wfaidi pames the 

toad, and two smaller ones off 8 t riig)^ apf^^ The 

town is situated in a nairo i^pK betwaeu two b&b, hr ^ 
westemmosifof which are exh iiBiKfealkHoiti O'* 

* flstted'i u ^ SflB. 
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On XtAAttOW B!tE)K^Tt Ae eminence above Hie town on the 
east, BM^nrd PiW»t«getiet, Pake of Yorit, lay encainiwl with fais 
■liny, in the yea® IU$, at the time that Henry tho Sixtb, with 
an oppoAig arnq;, tras encami>cd on Biackheath: this place was 
the rendmovs,, aiW, of General Fail fax’s aiinj, in the year 1648 * 

In the Vicar^lia'House at WILMINti TON, lesided the late 
Rev^ Santuel Ofluns, M. A. F. 8. A. who held this living with that 
of Ae a^ldning Faridi of Parent: he was second son ol Di. John 
Penne, Afdideswoo of Rochester, by a daughter of Bisliop Btiwl- 
ford; and lies buried in Ilochestvi Cathedral. 

PARENT, or DARENTII, whirh derives its name from its 
contiguity to tha liv^ Parent, was granted, by King AUicUtan, to 
Puke £bidulf,'who, In the year ,9 40, conveyed it to tbe Church 
of CanferiWiry, io wliidb, with soiite hllle intermission, rt eontiirued 
till the year 1196, when the then ArelibisIro|>, Ilulrert Wdter, 
•xchaiigedil with the Moirks of Rochester, fur the Manor of Litirr- 
Iwth, in Surrey. After Ae Dissolution, Ilemy tho Eighth granted 
it to the newly erected Demi and Chaptci of Kothester, to whom 
it still Irelongs. The Church is a small ancient fabiic, dwlicated 
to St. Margaret; Ae upper part of the th.iucel Iras a groined roof, 
and three narrow iaircet windows at the east end; from which, and 
from other peculiarities in the coiidiuction, the Rev. Mr. Deiirie, 
and the late Mr. 'RiOilJe, supposed it to be ot Saxon woikmauship.t 
Tire Fom is circular, tind very curiously wioueht: it consists of a 
single stoue, excavated to tire depth of leveuteeu inches; its inter¬ 
nal diameter is twenty-^even mehes. Round the outside, are eight 
eouipartments, with semicircular aiclies above supjrorfed by co¬ 
lumns, aUetnately circular and angulai. In eadi compaitiijcnt 
are sculpture# A relief; which Mr. Dennc, by a very forced ioter- 

Vou m pCT. X806'. O o . preution, 

• HasterTs Kent;, Vol. U. p- 8vo. Edit. 

t Custmke p. IK)~-104; where is a very elaborate ac 

count trf Patent Church, and Font, and the Chapel of St. M.argaret at 
Jletle*} accompanied ^bt'two phtCS, representing the mteuor oi the 
Chancel at Parent, the soi^turvs Ac Font, and ihe rums ol St. 
Margaret’s. 
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pretatbn, has connected with (he le<!en<iary hiMOt? vf St Duoi^; 
but wtuch Mr. Thorpe (nwnv of wliose ate alsoftidy 

dH(m(able) lia>. couteefurod to contain ‘'♦tariatpta of the Heathen 
M.rlholo^ with Uw ChrittidU T3ie'6«t staiiptitte ap- 

|>ears )t> be intended for a Kinj;, ruhed, antt ciovfiit^d, with an 
oihe branch, (lie lecoiid, a Wneiii, tlw thud, Bavid on 

the IliUp; the fotiHh, Sagiltdrie?; the fifth, a,!Urdfei; the «vth, 
a Lion rampant; ftie sereAth, hn aged Man, ttoidittg in one iiand, 
n club and m the otlier, the taii of some aninml, tviadi is behimi 
him; the eigliUi, and hist, a Male and Female inimermg an iafiiit 
io a font, probably^ tnteoded to r^resent Baptt*m. 

At Sr. MmG\RET aTHELLES, nowdliamletiiiDdicnt, 
bat formeriy a distinct Parisb, are the nuns a vgiy aneient 
Chapul, consisting of scarcely any thing more than the tower piri 
of a square tower. This is cuiknu, hoHccer, from the tayers of 
Sooinn biuk that am to be seen in ftte wails, and ui the anh 
of the door-way on the east side, whudi is entirely turned with 
them. These maleriab were, perin^ brottgbt from the station 
Va^maca, at Sonlliflcct. 

On Grrenstrbet Orken arc remains of seccral lutes of en¬ 
trenchments, or breast-HOiks; and also of some simiH Ihmith 
traces of a small Camp may also be found io a Wood about three 
quarters of a mile to the eastward. 

bOUTHFLEET, called Suih-^ua in tlie Domesday Book, was 
so named trout its relative situation to Northfteet, and from its 
standing mi a fleet, or broad expanse of W^r, wbkh anritiitly 
flowed up firom tiie Ttianics to this Pmish, and would still, in iugh 
ud«, were it not 6>r the ciubankmeut, along which the tnaui road 
has been carried. Tiic distance of tbit place from JOurabnm, oi 
Rochester, the disccweiy of wJloioaR Miliary, the imiRber of Ro- 
mau coins that have been both of silvev and of cop¬ 
per, the fwdiug of parched the roattgiiitv.of the Wutliug 

Street, induced Mr. Tlior|i^},Y»^etauie that this WiM ft® real 
site of the VAomAc® of fiton^Mis, about wbkh lO many cou- 
trailH tory assertions have be(M haieaittad.* Tiie 


* S< c p 44« j «<| Ckfiamt^ JMfctitWi P- 



KeNT. 


tire «nHquilics that have been discoveroil at Sonthfleet, <iiiioe 
tbccomnw!nrpiMi»toftt«pre«!Piit century, and of wliidi un account 
was commiirtkatttl to thfi Antiquary Society l)y tlie Rev. Peter 
in two letters piihlwlied in the Archa.o!o!jm/ strongly 
corroborates the ojtinion of this having been a Roman station. 
'File dwcoveriesVere made in a place called Sole Field, and con- 
sistqcl principally of a vessel of a splierical form, of strong red pot¬ 
tery, sufficiently capacious to contain twenty gallons; a stone 
tomb, cdBtafoifkg Wfo leatlen < utfins, &c. a Sarcophagus, with two 
large g/Usr tirns, and two pair «.f curiously wrongfit shoes; all of 
Ihcra included 'Hithin the walls of a square building, niensuring 
about fifty-eiglil feet by fitty-fivc. The length of the tomb was 
rather more Ilian six feet. the coffins were of the simplest form, 
each of them being composed of two pieces of bent at the 
sidte and cads to inclose the Imdies, llie skeletons of wiiich were 
pi-rfeft; and, front tire smallness of the bones, and the size of 
the teeth, were conjectured to be those ol' children of seven or 
eight years of age. In one of the coffins \v;is a v. rv handsome gold 
tliain, cotbisUng of a nnihber of links, oinamciiled with angular 
piiwes of a hluidi green stone, or eonqiosiiion; and in the middle 
of each nltemale link had been a pear!, all wiiicli were nearly dts. 
eased. in the same coffin were two curious gold rings for bracelets, 
with seqK'iils’ Irettds at the junction, and a smaller ring set with a 
hyacinth. Tlie Sarcophagus was fouml lK-ne;»lli a pavement of 
Kenlish rag-stone, about three feet below tbe surface of the ground. 
Tins was of a »j[tiarc tbrni, about four feet, one inch, in length, 
and composed of two stones, very nicely titled in a groove: the 
internal cavity was elliptical, and in this weicUhe too glass qrns; 
the largest being one fool three inches high. In both were a con- 
wdmble quanfity of bumf bodies > imt that which contained the 
lesser pordpa, '<’>19 filled to the very briiili with a transiiareut 
liquid, which bad iicifber taste nor smell: some of llie. same bind 

of liquotr^Was hi the other utw. TJic shoes were placed between 

O o ‘2 


Vo!., 5civ., p, 2a’l~-2'-'3: and illustrated 1 t>' seven 

■plates. 



KBKT. 


Mb 

tbe ants, teid tli<H«gh gnntly d«aiyed, Mprio&ai; to 

Aow the rirhiiett of the workioohtlh^ ll|hy lOM* of fine 
pati^olomi feather, i«ticultttod inf.^^^^ofhe^fosa, land 
Mi6h hexagonal division wodted wMl oftht 

daicf^hagus bad been large earthen orfts, !>«« thdfh bttd heeo 
broken by tbe weight above; and at a short dh^apt, in inn<d:her 
small dkjoor, were two bottles of red jxgteiy, bhhKiigld>oitta|>!ot 
each, and two red pans: in one of tbetaM<rwef«tw»sii^ltib»bwiief, 
and some anhes. IiiB»ediate|y onder this had been l^ioeitedl a box 
of wood, well sfNHited by copper damps, iiwtmied by liige round 
headed roppet nalK tbe wood wascntirelydeoayed, excepting some 
small patts, that adhered to tbe bid; wct« entsNly rotten. 

The CHujcA a a spacious edifice,' dedicated to St, NieiiMdas, aud 
consistbg of a nave, ables, and cbaecel, odlb * motiutiiestal cba* 
pel, or cbantiy, adjotmng to th« Orotoh on die sooth side, totoarr* 
ly the proj»rfy of the &!%», Baroa«lC»t ndtose famtfy were pos* 
sessed of tiic Manor from the time of S&Mbetb till ttw fnreseiit 
reign, and had been long seated at Scadbaty, to Sootbnry, in this 
1*ansh: at tlie west end is a large square tottor. IfbeExstniii* 
<hto was fqiltorly tidily omamebted with pdnted glass, 4^ which 
only remain mutfiated representations of St. Cathenne, St. Man, 
the Cnici&uon, and a Bisb<q>, under lofty gothic canofiies. The 
sepnlchnd memorials are numerous: on a shdi in the pavement 
of the draneel, are Brasses of a male and female, with au imieuf 
between them, in which has probably been a rfipreseotiitiou of the 
Tirgin and Child, and this inscription below tftdr feet: 

l^( totem 3[iMiktlltban Stmtg’ nui ehi$t ^ hto muM mhthc 
dnm Oimtim SlBilltMima ft fshne ug’ tf gtoftti* dtto 

3to|iin IKctBemtnet he Ceatt astimhtoft^iit' toV 

These i^res are well drawn, patticpUily the feniid^,lrlto to ha- 
Utod in a dose gown, with 

tuck, and a band round her waM. 'fN iiM^beriiidrisifito toiist of 
a priest, who died about May, toSf , this Atmiptkn liieneath: 

^enettSXusde 

pnhihtotoni 

topi SsffitRMt*, ‘ I 
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lo Ihi CS»pdl«f the Sedteyi is an ortwtneulcd tomb, the upper 
•Ub0f«rtuebi«Miid vM} Mrmm of a male and female, «iih la- 
beb proceeding ttm mouth-., and two groups of children 
bdow their tfeet; ronod the verge is an imijcrfect insciiption, in me¬ 
mory of * 3i#ore tBchtej un.io auTitor Bn. a gia uc fecainio suo et 
gEli|ehrt^UtP»riAilr' the fonner died in 1500. Another insciiption 
in brass, W the same slab, lerords the iulcrinent of John Sed- 
le^, Esq, who ihed in 1581; and Amc, hisssitc, ‘ daughter of 
John Cotepepeir, of Aylesfoi-d, E-.q.’ she died in iSgl-. Isear this 
is a snporb marble mounnicnt, ’useiibed to the memory of John 
Sediey, JSsq- who died* in KrO.'i, .it the age of foit^ our. his el- 
figics in armour w lying on tut lomb, and over it uie his arms; 
with seVMfOi hmmers, helmets, snord, s)mH, &c. 

lo the ekaocel wall, on tlie south si<le, is a triple graduateil 
Stone" Seca, under pointed arches, emlKdlished with tinials and 
pinmicksj apd at a JittiO distance is a Pi^anu. In llie jmeweitt 
were several t^ainenbid tiles, on win. h. hisides the arms of 
England and France qoarterly, and of Dc (. i <■}, Lai 1 of Kant, was a 
niernjaid> liOltiing a .pCUlih aw! mirror. Tiie J'ont is of hardgicj mar¬ 
ble, of an octaugubr fonn, scnlptnred in vciy high relief, and stand¬ 
ing on a neatly ornaiueuteil {icdcstai ol the same sliape. All die 
subjects bear relation to tin- Chustiau Faith; and represent, in 
succession, an Ai^i with evpaiwlid wings, su'tdiiiingtlic balances; 
the initials 111$ on a slibid, within a quiifutoil, surrounded by a 
circle; a Eidiop in the act of bciu'diotion; a Chalice, with the Holy 
Wafer emironed by the iiitubus, and impicssed with the figure of 
Christ; the Saviour bursting liom the Scpulrhie, St.John, cloth¬ 
ed in a dtht, baptirdng Clnist, and pionouiijing the words ®ctr 
#«n»|!)irt|'!iie|jimbofCod, with fliecross anil haiiiter: the eighth 
compaitatiiwVft^dim from its sit The Ptosonage House at 

Soulbfteet'tvjiii^Rscted before the year U21?; butitsaiiUentcharac- 
ter lias held ^pstjoyed by taoderu alteiations. 

SWAriSftEljOlUBE, tiritten Saiaest m the Domesday Book, 
WW eft the Danish King Swejn, or Svein, who, ac 

Girding to elected a Catile licie to preserve a winter 

do 3 

* A svretdicil engmvlog of this Fmii has been gnen in the Cuitmnale 

Bt^tuse, 
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station for his ^ips of which the ‘ diauauitW ndns' miiaitw«l 
iiv his tiiM«l. This ptace, however, has diaived its celebrity frow 
ailbther cau#, froin being assigned astte wJieie the marrfi 
of il»c Contjueior was, impeded by the men of Kent, lilt lie had 
cohsiHitwl to grant tiieni * a fill! confirmation of all (heir ancient 
laws and privileges.’ Spiot, on whose anlliofilj' this story has 
been promulgated, Was a Monk of CaHteibai^ m the time of 
Eihvard the First, arid is lliotight to have imciited tlii talctOmag- 
iii% the valor of his edttiitI\nun; yet it is prtilwi'liliS dwtlie took 
Sbinc local tradition for his guide, and that some mktaig of Irnlli 
is blended in tile fable That the Keulidmien <lid pirSune llieir 
privileges, is hiomarkalde, and an UKlispulable fact; aiul these weie 
■as frequently insisted on before Uie Jnsliees Itmeraut in the reign-, 
of fjeniy the Third, and Lis successor, Edward, and as frequently 
acknowledged and allowed. Hasted, iu the Prefoec to Ids ‘ Ilktoi y 
of Kent,’ lias quoted lioiu the library of Sir Edwaid Deriiig, «l 
Surrenden, a nnuinscript reeord of proceedings bdbie tlie ahou 
Justices, wbetrein the ground-work of Spiot’slelation stands «on 
firmed; the reason for .ulmilling the valuhtj* of tiie ekuim being 
expressly stated to be, ‘ Jiuui/n th’ mid Countyuaf nt t coni/Hi'ni 
uitk the rest of the kingdom, bin miuiidiud itulj up in tin Cun- 
queror by a peace mudi v.>lh him, luid a U> Inmsilf/;/ uii 

Ubet'lies and free customs bijoie that tme had and used,’ 

fJjg 

I* klllare CantidnitSit, p. JOO, l-idit lT7ti. " 'Hie tradition (1 t'lt 
gontitry is, that that valley wimh interpotci between the htll whkh as¬ 
cends up to Northfleet, and that which wimli up to SwatiKamp, was 
jwiec* covered with water, and bt ing locked in on each side with lulli, 
.made a secure road for shipping, which invited the Dane tOinaiM! it a 
yvintcr station for his navy; andVhe same report will tell y«Ui likewise, 
oE anchurs which have been digged up about tbt utmost Vflufe of that 
marsh, which is contiguous to the TLaoieS! and rertainly, if wo eonsi- 
der the position of this salli y, whwh is nothing but ^ dbafo of ma'sh- 
isud, interlaced with, a stsfam caHed jLbhs-fleet, which swells and 
ahikt with die flux and rtfmX ol the adjacenf river, and the dimensions 
pf their sWps, then time in UMf, 'wJutH were not of any extraoi 

dihary bulk, thi, tradition » OjOt imptybahle.'’ MM. p. d07. 
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TUe Manor of Swanscombe, wliich had anciently/ belonged to 
Willuuu tie V'alet^se and lib heirs, vm afterwards the property 
of the Mortituerti Earb of Marcli, whose descendants ascending 
the throne in the person of Edward the Fourth, it became vested 
in tlic Crown. Queen EHiiabetli granted it, in her second year, 
to Anthony WeWoii, Es<j. sslio was afterwards Clerk of the Green 
CIoUj to that Prmcess, and whose grandson, also named Anthony, 
wa? knighted by James the First, and obtained from that Sovereign 
a grant of ,llftnliester Castle, with ail its services: his descendants 
gold thrill about the year I/Jl, and by a subsequent sale, about 
ten or twelve yeais alleiwards, they became vest I in the Child 
ftimily. 'I’bis Manor is held Kochestcr Castle, and the owner 
vxas ancbntly considered as one of the principal captains of that 
fortress. In the which is dedicated to St. Peter and St. 

Paul, many of the WekUms lie buried; oneof whom, SirHalph 
WEtlMiK, “ was Chief Cieik of die Kitchen to Queen Elizabeth, 
aftcrwanls Chirh Comptiolier to King Janies, ami died Clerk of 
the Grem Cloth,'' in Novemher, Ib’Oy, aged sixty-four. His ef¬ 
figies, and that of bis Lady, liUzubcth, daughter of Levin Buft kin, 
Esq, he upon tite, tomb; and at their feet, a son and a daughter: 
three other sons and life daiigliters are represent# kneeling, in 
front of the tomb. 

STONE CASTLE was the name gism to a castellated dwelling 
in the Paridi of Stone, which, in ihi reign oi Eduard tiie Third, 
helongeii to Sir John deN'oitliwood; and was atieWMirdspossessed 
by a taniily uanifid lkmes.uif, or Bontfant. Dr. Thomas Plume, 
Arehdeacon of Roc hestei, \\li(> had pun based this estate in Uie 
seveulceuth ccntuiy, hcrpiealhed it on his death, in IFO-t, to 
trustees, for Uie puipose of augincntiiig the reieimc of sucli.bene- 
ficcs wHliht the Dim ese of Roeiicster, as did not uinouut to 60l- 
p<T a»mm, and for other ust s. A Miiall square tower, at the east 
*nd of. tlio maiuioii, is the only part that has any appeiuaiice of s? 
fortress. ' “ ' 

SI^PNEi n wrall village about two miles north-west from Dart- 
ford, to tllO Cburdt aixi Sec of Rochester, by King 

Etbelred, i» the yethr and*tl»e Bishops hud afterwards a house 

O o 4, 
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here, in which ttu^ occaaioiially purtieidaiffy oa thiAr 

joaruies to and from London: the Manor «tiU «opUHues to bidoilg 
to diem. The Ckurch is a spaciooa and 10% e^&ce, dedieatod 
to St. Mary, and standing on a conunandii^ enuncnoe. It i$ huilt 
in the pointed style; and consists of a i«ve, chancel, Otid asdoio 
with a small rhapei, adjoining to the chancel on Ike north, and « 
square massive tower, embattled, at the west end. The interior 
has a light and el^nt appearance: the nave is set»rated from'lbe 
aisles by pointed arches, rising from slender columns, and from 
the chancel by a similar arch, enriched with ontaments, as are the 
adjoining arches of the nave, and the windows opposite. The east 
window is large and handsome, and, round the ciiancel goes a low 
range of trefoil-headed arches, in relief, springing from small pillars 
of grey marble. Tlie north door opens under an elegant recessed 
pomted arch, having various rich mouldings, sculptured into quatre* 
toils, roses, &c. hut somewhat defaced tbiough loiigexj>osure. The 
tower was foimcrly crowned by a high octangular spiie, which be* 
ing grea% damaged by lightning, was taken down in the year 
1638. Tms tower exhibits a very curious, and, to the lovers of 
our ancient auhifectuie, very intcicsting specimen of the skill and 
science of those who were employed to erect Churches in the times 
commonly denominated Gothic. Standing v,ithm the aiea of the 
Church, its west side, besides being solid from the tbundalion, re¬ 
ceives tlie support of two graduated buttiesses, of considerable 
strengtli and piojection; whilst its south, east, and north sides 
rest entuely upon arrius, by which the space beneathis thrown 
open to the aisles and nave, and corresponds with the general 
lightness of the fabric. The compaialive weakness resulting from 
tins moile of coiistnicfion, would have endangered the tower and 
its spire, had not the ingenuilv of the architect devised two light 
and elegant flying buttresses, which ^itpot directly acros*,^north 
and south aisles, and are constru^^ whh so mi|eh tnrtbr 88 to 
form one arch with (hat on which ade of the tbwee rests, 

base of which is Uie solid ground. The east ^de 
^ tlie anglt'S by the two tiers of arehetlf that diride the from 
and thus, after a lapse of several cetrtBrtei, this tower 

remains 
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remiURs as firm, aad as upright, as at its first erection. In Iba 
pavement of the chancel is a slab, about six feet in length, inlaid 
with a very curious Brasa* of a priest in his proi)er vestments, 
standing in the centre of a cross, composed of eight trefoil arches: 
OB the stein, which, as well as the cross, is adorned with vina 
leaves, and riseufrom four steps, is this inscription: 

*+ i^it iatn ItitB 3[obre Humbartie guonbam i&ectot ^ctlie he 

fttotir. 51ui oliijt.yij*.liie mcnaia tnattijanno liie?0”.tttt“,Wii** 

• • * 

Over the head of the priest is a scroll, pointing fioni his 
breast, with these words: miartri’ mei Heua aetim masiuam unam 
tuam; and round the face of t(ie arches, is inscribed that well- 
know'n text from Job, c. XIX. v. xxv. so common in sepulchral 
memorials of this age: ‘crebo gb rebemptot mcua bibit etinnobiaaimo 
bit bt tta 0 umcmu 0 aum ffit in tame mea bibebo beum Saluatotem 
ntetnn.' 

The Chapel which adjoins the chancel was hiiilt by Sir John 
WlLLSHYRK, Knt. who was owner of Slone Castle; and Comp^ 
troller of the Town and Mardies of Calais in tlie twenty-first of 
Henry the Seventh. He died in December, la'ib, and lies buried 
here, witli Dame Margaret, his wife, under a rich altar tomb, be¬ 
hind which is an arched recess, adorned with niches, trefoils, qua- 
trefoils, &c. with a cornice of grapes and vino-leaves, and the 
arms qf Sir John, and his Lady. Various other memorials are in 
this Church, for the Lords of Slone Castle, and other res}>ectabla 
families. 

Several strata of Marine Shells, both bivalve and turbinated, 
have been found in this part of Kent, in the Parishes of Stone, 
Southfleet, Darlford, and Bexley.t Near the south-east boimdaiy 
of this Parish, on the road leading from C!ra-nslreet Green to- 

* ^ k 

Mrds Betsnm, is a stratum of the iiormer kind, about a foot m 
depth, at a place called SHiiLi.-BANK tiom this circumstance: 

they 

* This Brass is engraved in Gough's Scpulchial Monuments, Vol. IL 
and also in the Cuitumale RojJense. 


t Sec Cusiumute Roffeme, 254,-5, 
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th€y resemble the Tellim Rugosa of Pennaati* and are of a pore 
white, lying closely togetlier. 

At GIIEENHITIIE, a hamlet in Swatuc^be Parish, on 
bruiks of the Tliames, is a Ferry into Esses:, for horses and cattle, 
which formerly belonged to the Nuns of Dartford, but is now aa 
appurtenance to Swanscomhe Manor. At a shot^ distance west¬ 
ward tfoni Ibis spot, first appears the range of Chalk Hills, which, 
with little iiilermission, coiitinu<-s to form the boundary of lihc 
Marshes all tl,ie way to Cliff and Cowling. The behind 

Grcenhitlie, and at Northfleet, are immense; the elifla where the 
chalk has been dug, presenting, in many place.s, a precipitous face, 
from 100 to 150 feet itj perpeiuheular heiglit. The chalk forms 
a very consiilcrable branch of commerce; and along the shore arc 
several wharfs, for the convenieiicy of shijrpiivg it off, both in its 
natural state, and when burnt into lime, toi which i)urpose Iicre 
are several large kilns. The flints also, which pervade the chtdk 
hi thin strata, are collected for sale; and vast cjuautities arc ex¬ 
ported to Cliiua, as supposed, fbi the use of the jKifteries. Even our 
own potleiies in Staffordshire, consume severtd thousand tons aiiuu- 
aliy, the flints forming a ruateiial ingicdient in the composition of 
the Utaffordshire IVare. In sonic parts, the chalk works are many 
feet below the level of the Thaine<-; and being lUttrspeised with 
houses, lime-kilns, &c. present a very singular aspect,'! 

IMG HESS, foiuierly called Jn<(-gr«c, Uie beautiful seat ot 
Henry Roebuck, Esij. occupies an elevated silwaliou risiug fiom 

thf 


^ British Zoology, Yol. IV. p. R8. Pkvte 57, f. 34. 

,f ” MultUudes of diluvian remains arc found embedded in the 
strata of chalk, all of them animal, of parts belonging to fishes, teeth of 
dilierent species of Uiarks have been met svith, and the honey palates of 
others, resembling the strigillaria ot IJwyd, arc not uneothnw^. Infi¬ 
nite numbers of the various species of eubitti, and of sev^l most elegant 
forms, together vmh the most curious varieties oi the Ste Cbl** 

Icctcd here, for the cabinets pf tlfb curiobs. Ibey arc balled, i fay the 
ehalk-intn, sea-eggs, and being filled Wj^i the finest chalka, we Often 
carried by sailors, in their voyages, as a rtpstedy for. the fluxes they are 

attacked 
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the Thainci^ a«d % h^utiful m(w of Ihal riter, and 

oClbe 0 |}))t}#e Tliis estate belon^^ed )o tlic Nans 

of Dkrt^^ hitttliimSahfg VCitiled in the Ciomu, at tl»e Dihsolut.:; 
■(ntw* granted nw fey^pHabeth, in her Will jear, ajid Iiavnig j,..— 
thfough t*rfe>us ifaiwie» by ]>urcliase and othtjwiw, became, in 
the >eaf <737, ntbe projper^ of John Camutiae], Eail of Hynd- 
fbrd, afWtpuds Ettmoidmary tp tlie Couits of Russia and 
PiuStie/^^ <;^veypd tf, mtheyeat 1748, to Willwni, Viscount 
D«P»|bW^ VJiO, twthe deaUt of his father, ip 1758, became Eul 
of amj married Caroline, eldest daughter of William, 

pukfe flff J)<!ronshire. Hiijj Kobiepian greatly im|»rc 1 the Mau- 
fcion end suiroamhng ground?^ Imt after thp death ol his Lads, 
fUiiM^ral of hfe tbiUlneB We, he ?flld tl» estate to John Cal- 
fftSl Wl. 9® Army AgjfOt, vh« piargs*d tla? grounds by iiesv 
jmrWisfs, and maieWlj p^ed to the plautprions olmh the Ecil 
of Wfborotigh had heguu, twd which aie now extremely luxuriant. 
In mi dfegant summea^honse, bmtt in » hollow of the chalk cIiiE, 
he also anangfd a valuable colicctlou of Roman Altars, Lio igiit 
from Italy t ®ith statues, and otlui specimens of Roman sculptnie, 
WSch pete plat (d ui difkitiit parts of the garden, lit died la 
1772, when Momlxr of Pailuuntnt tor Rochtstei, and was s«o- 
epeded in tlie possession of tins estate by ins eldest sou, John t'al- 
auft, Es<l* who sold liigiess, m the yiai 17 to John Disney 
Jtoohack, Esq, fatW of tin. piescut owner. TJie gicmnds are ex- 
tfemtdy beautiful, both in le-pect to home stenciy, and to the 
points WhW tiny command tlie stews fiom the House are 

fgirtktibwiy fine. 

' NORTIirLEFT 

■MalWlp'hjy m the torrid/one t scry l«‘autifu! species ol a?ii«w«' the 
iMslmdl|^wVCrj, iie’qunit. bewqj none ofeheW tossiU ait iot>e tou«S 
in State, they muit be sought in the most iemote 

the Skid bea, or :n the sets of the mote disutu 
iW ihe pxy substance oi the shells, ate preserved 
m whiih they have been depusiied , the 
Ww have been entirely pervaded Pith 

iUillWnifl> subtlily ettfOWng over) nimutt pore, .ssuracs, with the ut- 
nost fidelity, the eSad* figure Of the rcient shell. ’ 
i^fw^nt'i Jou)myfixunImdontolhclik»JHi^hi,rol,l.p 5-1 - 1 . 
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KORTHFLEET was vciy anciently possessed by the See of 
Canterbury, but was alienated by Archbishop Citinoier, in ex. 
change for other lauds, with Henry tlie Eighth: it has since had 
some intermedwfe possessors, but was hiially granted, by tlie Crown, 
to the lute Eail of Betborough, about the year 1758, at the annu. 
al rent of six shillings and cight'i)ence. Tliis NsAleman sold it, 
with Ingress, to John Cidcratt, Esq. whose son was the late po»- 
sessor. 

Tlie north-west part of this Parish is a low marsh» formerly co¬ 
vered by the Thaiiws, and now crossed by a high causeway, and 
bridge, with flood-gates, to prevent the tides flowing beyond if, 
and at the same time to give issue to the freshes. The village is 
irregularly built -round Korthfleet Green, and at the sides of the 
high road, which passes close by a l.irge building erected as lui Inn, 
but from the scheme not answering, since let out in lencnients. 
The contiguous Chalk Works employ a great nunilier of hands, 
and extend from the northern side of the village to the Thames; 
their average width being nearly two furlongs. 

Tlie Church, which is one oi’ the largest in the diocese, and a 
peculiar of the Archbisliop of Caiiteibury’s, is dedif aled to Sit. B«- 
tolph, and consists of a nave, aisles, and chancel, with a low tower, 
erected within the site of the foiiiidatioii walls of the preceding 
one, at the beginning of the last centurj, aiul by no means c<tr- 
resjioHdent with the rest of the building. The nave is sejiarated 
from the aisles by octagonal massive rohimns, which spicad off 
into pointed aicbes, without the intervention of capitals: in the chan¬ 
cel, which is vciy spacious, arc remains of some ancient oak Stalls; 
and ill the south wall^ of the south aisle, are three Stone Seats. On 
a slab in the pavement of the chancel, is a full-length Brass figure 
of a Priest standing beneath a rijh oniamental canopy; and round 
the verge of the slab, tliis imper|ec^ i^sciiption: On 

-ns Hjettus ii«^t«piRBa’Ecttot istiusjtttlie tt 

puhentianns p’hentielie #itniPDi rtciUR C»brtlrd bubiin 
gui ohtu bettmo octatiQ temim SXtobr. bni miliino 
l^tuaffMttno guinto - 

The grave beneathj't w.w opened"about thirty years ago, 

and the body of Peter ^ i lijf^was found wrapped in kitther, a mode 
of interment not unus | riy titses. 



On <lic south side of the eliauoel is a PUcim under a neatly-onia- 
mented pointed archj and tut a cafved wooden Screen, oftlw time 
c^Queen Mary, whidt ffiparatesthc diancel from the nave, is a range 
of heads, of the Saviour and twelve A^wstles, now mostly defaced. 
Another Pitcim, with plainer ornaments, is in the north chantry: 
and on a grey marble slab, raised a few inelies above the pave¬ 
ment, are small 'whidc-length Brassei of a Kniglit and liis Lady, 
with two escutcheons above, one of which displays the arms of 
Pykeld, wRilkhiU, a family long seated at Eslingliam, in Friiids- 
Imry Parish, via. Gules, two bars, argent, between three annulets, 
Or. The Knight is in close armour, staudiiig on a lice with a long 
ssvord at his left side, and a dagger at his right: his Lady is in a 
long clonk, the folds elegantly disposed, with a iiccklaee and rose, 
and a small dog, collared, at her feel. The inscriinion is imper¬ 
fect, which renders it diSicult to ascertain the persons these figures 
Were nttemied to represent; but from the costume, and other cir- 
cumstanees, Mr. 'rbor|>e has assigned them to Sir William Ry- 
KKLP, Knt. ami Im Ijidj; the former of whom was a Justice of 
the King’s Bench in the time of Richard the Secomi, aud died 
about I KK).* 


GRAVESEND, 

WaiTTKK Oraves-kam in the Domesday Book, and Ortives- 
ande in the Text us Kofiensis, is thought, by Lambnrd, to have 
derived its name from the Saxon word (hrefu, a Ruler, or Port- 
leve, and to siguity the end or limit of his jurisdictionj-f yet, su}>- 
posing the name to be correctly sjielt in the Domesday Book, it 
will then signify, fbe Jfam, or DwW/mg of Hhe Gicve, o>-Reie; 
an etymology that seems the moie jirobahle of the two. A third, 
however, has been propos«*d, frun the Saxon Gr<rf, implying a 
or small wood, wiiieh, compoiuKled with icnJc, would 
form and thus siguity the place at the Wood-end. 

Tliis 

* ThtW figtSre* are engraved in the Custumale R'tffinse! as is that 
slW of Petet de Lucy j and the bust of another Piiest, named WtUkan 
which h likewiie preserved in this Church. 

Penunbi of Kent* f- 
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• This town consists of several haiTowvS^rts, ftljBt on ii declii'H 
ty leading to the Thames; and ts partly Mtaat^ in the Parish of 
Milton, which adjoins to that of GtaveSead ofi die east side. At 
the period of the Doinesdav Survey, the Manor belonged to Odo, 
IJidiop of Baienx; Init after his thsgTace;''ft bfecaine the projtcrty 
of the Cntmarillcs, or Cremilki, wIm> had many t>thet ihatiors in 
Kent, and whose family continued in pOssessiot;, till the reigli Of 
Edward the Second, abotit which tirtie ii csdicht^’tO the CrPwn. 
Edward the Third granted it, in his fourth year^ ih^pffcial tftfl, to 
Robert dc UfTord, for his better suj>j>ort ih the wars in Gascoigne. 
Tliis eminent statesman and warrior, was created Earl of Suffolk' 
in the eleventh of the same reign, and was one of the first Kpigfats 
of the Garter in succession to those who had been admitted oa its 
original foundation. His grandson reconveyed it to the King, 
who, in his fifteenth year, granted it, with other ipanors, for the 
<3idownj«it of his newly-founded Abbey of St. Mary of (^ees, 
oil Tower Hill; and the grant was confirmed by Richard the Se¬ 
cond. After the Dissolution, the Manor of Gravesend was granted 
successively to different persons for lite; till at length, in tlie twen¬ 
ty-third of Elizabeth, it was sold, undef the Queen’s license, by 
Robert, Earl of Iwicesler, to Thomas Gawdye, and James Moricc, 
and their heirs. Two years afterwards, Sir Thomas Gawdye alie¬ 
nated it to William, Lord Coldiaiu, oti the attainder of whose son 
and successor, Henry, in flie first of James the First, it fell to tlic 
Crown; and in the tenth of that reign, was granted to Lodtnvick 
Stuart, afterwards Duke of Riehniond; whose collateral desratidani, 
the Earl of Daraley, of Cobham, in this county, is now owner,* 

The 

* “ The Lords of the Manor of Gravesend have a right;to-hold a 
court for the regulation of the Ijoat^and water-carri^e between (Jiaves- 
end and London. ’Jhis Court is called. roll, dated In the 

thirty-third year of lilizabeih, now in the p^Sssion.oif ltiieEaitsdf&ni*’ 
Curia Cursus A(ium: in that year it saa lto tp have been held by 
WilHam Lambarde, Steward to M Cobham. ' 'This Court 

has not been held for a great number ora|»^Krtotwithstandin'k w'hich, 
in the SSv^rai Acts for regulating the flE^non of the river 'Fhames, 
there is in geK^ral a reservation of the riS|b of tlic heirs of the Duke of 
Richmond and l-enox, which clause w*tdded in respect to this wa¬ 
ter-court at Gravesend,” HaMed’s KiiW, Fol, 1, 
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The ‘ Parish^ of Gravesctu) tmd Jililton,’ were incorporated by 
Letters Intent of Efizabeth, dated at East Greenwich, ia 
her tenth year; hat (lift princi|)al charter was granted by Charles 
the First, in the year l6‘32!.* The chief officer had before been 
called tlic Porerevc,^ hut by this charier lie was ordered to be 
called Maifor, and in him, twelve Jurats, twenty-tour Common 
Councilmen, a Seneschal, or High Stewaid, and other inferior of¬ 
ficers, the government of the town is now vested. The liberty of 
bolding tw« ixiditional markets weekly, and a four days annual 
fair, was also granted at the same time, together with a full con- 
fkiitaikni of the c\ciusivc privilege, enjoyed by the iniiabitaiits, of 
conveying passengers and goods oy water to the Mctrojiolis. 

Tliis sole right to tlie h'eriy between Gravesend and London, 
seems to have been acquired from picscription: even as early as 
the year 12^3, as aj^iears from a record printed in the Registrum 
flqffeuta, the watermen had long jiosscssed it, and were then or¬ 
dered to take in future ‘ but one of a person passing/ 

as they did formerly, and uot to exa'-t • lares hurttll to, aud 
against the will of, the people.’; Tow.nds the latter end of the 
next century, Richard the Second granted to the Abbot aud Con- 

vent 

» A translation of this charter is printed at length, with the princi¬ 
pal , laws and regulations respecting the tiit-boais and watermen, &c. 
in J’ocock’s ‘ Hist, of the Incorporated Towns and rarishes in Grav^- 
ead and Milton.' 

+ The arms of the Portreve were very singular; they were embla¬ 
zoned thus, ‘ a boat with one mast. Or, a sail furled, proper, 
rowed by five rowers, hooded and cloaked, with oars and anchor, sa- 
bjes steered by a potcupme, azurc,^ chained and quilled ol the third.’ 
'Ihearmsof the Corporation arc a ‘Boat, Or. with one mast, lying at 
anchorj on tlie Wilt beyond, a porcupine, sable.’ 

. I Tl^i vmtraint it? such a'srtiall sum as ‘ .1 f/aJfpainij,' seems oppres¬ 
sive cai at first Hftew} but wlieh it is copsidcied, that even after the year 
poo, n quarter of wheat dould be bouglit for 4s. a bull for 7s. (id. 
i fat mutton for Is, and anldwc slierp for -id. the restrictiou will not 
*'ppear unreasonable. 



vent of St. Mary Graces, the tfem of tii« Mmor, ** tiat 
the inhabitauts of Gravesend and the side ftri* 

vilege of conveying passengers ffons to l4ndon, on cOi«li*' 
tion that tlicy should provide boats fw tJwt purpose, and cany 
all passengers either at twopence jwr bead, with their ‘fartlrell* Of 
Irusse,’ or let the hire of the whole boat at four shitliogs." TbeiB 
continned to be tiie prices charged till the year 1737, when tho 
fere of a single person was raised to six))eQce; and this %gain tb 
ninepence alMut the year 1750, wlien the open Titi-bmis, wbkli 
had been formerly used, were discai'ded tor larger boats bruit with 
decks, but still retaining the former name, Smee the year 17^ 
tire boats have been made yet Im'ger, and mote rominodious, and 
the sum now paid fay each }>erson, is one sliiiling. Five of the 
tilt-boats are licensed by the Mayor; these regularly tail to and 
from London, with every tide; when tlie wind is fair, tlwy tn« 
qucutly complete their jiassagc within four hours. Besides this, 
which is called the Long Ferry, there is a wcond Ferry, to Tilbury, 
in Essex, which lies immediately pf^ositc to Gravesend.* 

The Corporation of Lowlon claims the right of Conservancy on 
the rivers Thames and Medway, within certain limits; and two 
Courts of Conservancy for Kent are geiicniliy held every year at 
Gravesend, which is commonly supposed to be the extremity of 
the Port of Loudon. Its immediate jurbdiction, however, ex¬ 
tends 

w To remove the inconvenieneie* ihat attend this Ferry, at which all 
horses, carriages, cattle, troops, &c. are obliged to pass from this part 
of the country into Enex, an ingenious plan was proposed, in the 
year 1798, by an engineer, named Dodd, to fosln'O circnltr pesuigo, 
or Tmmei, under the bed of ihe Thames, between and Til¬ 
bury, safficiently capacious for all^the purpoHs of and 

to be illuminated by lamps, so that an unmteiaio^ed 
might be preserved. This sclieme being warml y-qy^ ited fay tlltg*#* 
tleroen of the two counties, a subscription* hj dbftlf tb* 

expense o| carrying it into effect, and the ww H|^cojiiB>t»ced «« 
Graveien#sidi!>„ under a strong impression tl HUild ‘th; successful 
•completed, 'l^e water, however, soon bOg BBm pede the progresi 
of the workmen, and increasing in quantity w liibry yard excavated, 
occasioned the whole concern .to be relinquish 
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lends to about one miie bdow the town, to the evtrenuty of the 
Parbli of Milton; and beyond fliat, coals pay no duty to the city. 
All oatwafthbound ^ips awi obliged to anchor in the reach before 
Gravesend, till they have been visited by the searchers belonging 
to tlte Office of the Customs, which has been estahlisljcd here. 

Ibe growing prosperity of this town was considerably checked 
in the reign of Richard the Second, whai the French sailed up tfie 
Thames in gallies, and having plundered and burnt many of the 
houses, carried *away a number of the inhabitants iM-i^ontrs. It 
was the loss thus occasioned, that induced the King to give the 
towns-pcople a legal claim to tlie wafer-passage to London, by his 
grant to die Abbey of St. Mary of Graces. In August, 1727, the 
greater part of the town was again burnt down by an accidental fire, 
whkh commenced in a hani-yard adjoining to the Church, aud 
LOiisumed that fabric, svitli about 120 houses, besides oiit-buiid- 
iiigs, stables, &c. but was at length stopped by blowing up sonic 
inns by gunpowder. 

The present Church, which is dedicated to St. George, was 
erected on tlic old site, between the years 1731 and 1733, un¬ 
der an Act of the Iburtli of Gcoigc the Second, which granted 
50001. for the purpose, from the duties on coals aud culm, levied 
under the Acts of the ninth and tenth of Queen Anne, for building 
fifty new Churches in and near London. It is a plain brick edifice, 
«ith stone quoins, cornices, &c. aud has the following inscription, 
on a fascia, going round the tower: Hanc a.dem. incendio 
H'GUB ttl DKI.ETAM GEORGICS II. REX MCNIFICENTISSIMUS 
SENATUS COHSULTO INSTAURANDAM DKCREVIT. The infe¬ 
rior cmiusts of a s|iacious nave, and chancel, with a large gallery 
on tlie iKurth side, and an organ-ioft, luniisheil with a good organ, 
at the wert «jd. It docs not cmitaui any inoimmeuts, no person 
having beep sutlerrd to be interred here since its erection. Tlie 
nrightd Chuteh belonging t* Grasesend, was dedicated to St. 
mid, stood idiove the town, on the north side of the Dover 
in n still csdted Chureh Field; but tliis having been 
fouaiii inctmvmiinnt on the increase of the jmpulat'on, the iuliabi- 
tantg erected n Chapel where the new Church uo« stand*, about the 
Voi.. Vii; Oct. 1806 , Pp ■ 
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year 1497, unHcr a license from the o|BdaI of the Bishop of Ro<. 
Chester; and this, on the decay of the o|d Otmneh, was made pa¬ 
rochial. 

Henry tire Eighth erected a strong'lottery, or Platform, at 
Gravesend, to repel any desultory attnelt frwn tlie Frencli, at the 
same time that he erer ted a Block-house at Tilhury for a similar 
end: tlie latter is now improved into a commandiii^ and important 
fortress; but the Battery at Gravesend has been suffered to nm 
into complete ruin, and even its exact situation <is not with cer¬ 
tainty known. A small Embrasure, mounting a few guns, seems, 
however, to have been kept up for the defence of Gravesend, till 
about the year 1778, when a new Battery, of sixteen guns, was 
raised on the east side of the town, near the New Tavern, which 
bad been formed from the buildings of an ancient Chantry, be¬ 
longing to the Parish of Milton, and which was tlien converted 
into apartments tor titc Orduance and Artillery Ollkers. Stiice 
that time, another Battery, of sixteen guns, has been raised in a 
situation somewhat nearer to tire town. 

The Cod and Haddttck fishery funuslrcs employment to about 
eighteen or twenty smacks bebnging to Gravesend; and most oi 
the Dutch hwbot vessels lie off this town, and send their cargoes to 
the London market in small boats, &c. A Whale, measuring torly 
feet in leiiglii, was caught in the Tliames, a diort distance below 
Gravesend, in August, 1718; and in October, 1552, three great 
fish, called Whirle-pooles, were taken here, and drawn up to Wtit- 
minster Bridge.* 

Gravesend has been greatly improved since tlie year I7bv. 
when a new T<nvji-Hall was erected by the Corporation, having 
an open space heuetitb, where the poultry market is kepi, sup¬ 
ported in front by six columns, aud at the back by three arclicfs. 
In 1767, a new wliarLcrane, and causeway, were'made, the ex¬ 
pense of keeping wh^pn repair is reimbnraed by sBMiU lolls for 
cranage and whd|||K, In 1773 , an Act passed loT paving, 
cleansing, and In^^Pthe pruicipal atteets. the re¬ 

spective 


Iksted’b Kent Vrf, 1, p. 450. fo. 
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iptetive clauses of this very material improvemeitts have been 
effected; and a near toad fiom Northfleet has been recently made, 
by which tfic high to Eochester has been shortened consb 

denbiy. 

The mctease of the trade, popnlatioh, and buildings of Graves- 
end, has been jwtticularly rapid since the middle of the last cen- 
tniy^ IJnder the late Act, tlm number of mliabitants was returned 
at 2483, and that of houses, at 412; yet these numbers are very 
incorrect, aiEl flie population can scarcely amount to .less than 
4000; nor tl»e number of bouses be fewer than 700 . Most of the 
inbabkantt are, in some way or other, engaged in muaime pur¬ 
suits or emidoyments. A small i;.!uiufactory for cables and ropes 
is carried on here; and about thirty years ago, a Yard for sliip- 
buitding, which had long been disused, at the north-western ex¬ 
tremity of tlie Parish, was hired by a Quaker, named Clcyerly, and 
several men of war and frigates, besides smaller vessels, have been 
since built here; among the former, were L’Achillc, of eighty guns, 
the Colossus, of seventy-four, and the Director, of sixty-four. 

Most of the East and West Iiulia trade, and, indeed, of the out¬ 
ward-bound ships in general, are supplied witli live and dead stock 
at Gravesend; and also with vegetables; about eighty acres of 
ground in tlie two Parishes being cultivated for that purpose, and 
for supplying the London raailu'ls with asparagus, which is iu par¬ 
ticular request for its size, and line flavour. The numbers of sh^ 
ping that usually lie at anchor hi the channel near tlie town, oc¬ 
casion a continued influx of seamen, and strangers; the inns and 
public-houses arc, of course, numerous. In the summer season, 
additional visitors are attracted by a new' liuihing House, erected 
by a subscription among some of tlie principal inhabitants, iu the 
yevr 1796, for Uie pun»ose of salt,water bathing: the terms for 
the'season, are one guinea; for the monlli, ten shillings. The 
fossils foujid In the iieighbounug chalk-pits, arc similar to those of 
Greeifoitb^ This Parish wcludcs about 420 acres, varyuig in 
value, fitMH IlNtiaty-'iive sfailiittgs to three pounds per acre. 

Gravesmtd ®ive name to an ancient family, of whom Sir Ste- 
plti n de ifftal/eitnie occurs hi the list of Knights tliat accompanied 

p p 2 Edward 
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Edw-ard the First to Scotland in his ttt*eoiy'eightli year. Richat d 
de Gramend, another of this family, was imule Bishop of London 
ill 1280; as was hb nephew, Stephen de Gtnf^end, in 1318. Hb 
heir, Sir Thomas de Gravesend, svas ft SLnight in tlie reign of Ed¬ 
ward the Third. Tlie celcbratetl Premth matheinatician. Graves- 
and, has been thought to be descended from thii family. 

The singular sculptures on the Porch at tlie west end of CHALK 
ClturJt, have furnished a theme for an mgenious Essay by the late 
Ilcr. Samuel Dennc, w'ho, in hb attempt to illustmte the subjecls, 
has given an account of the various Ales that, in former ages, weic 
Hsuallj kept, or celebrated, in Churches, or Churchyards. The 
porch appears of a date subsequent to the n‘st of (he building, 
and immediately over the entrance aicli, has a grotesque human 
hgure, ill a sliort jacket, holding a stoup, or tlaggon, squatted he- 
neath tli^ base of a neat recess, or niche, above which, on the coi- 
iiire below the gable, is an autirk, or .scaraniouch, grinning liom 
between bis own legs; and on each side of him is a human head; 
on the faces of the latter, it has been observed, “ as well as on the 
visage of the jovial tippler, the sculptor seems to bare bcsiovtd 
such an indelible smirk, that, however thej hare sufl'cicd Iiy (li« 
corrosions of time and weallier, nearly to the lo^s of featuics, i( is 
yet visible.”* The niche between these figures is liiought to hare 
coutaiueil an image of the Virgin Mary, to whom IhcCliuuiMs 
dedicated. Mr. Denne imagined tliem to hate some lonneiTitin 
with a Give-ale bequeathed by \\illiam May, of this Paibh, by in. 
Will, beariug date iu May, 1512, in whidi he directed, “ that Iik 
wife make ctery year for Ids soull, an ohii, and to make in hicad 
sis bushells of wheat, and in drink ten bnshclis of mault, and in 
cheese twenty-pence, to give lo poor people for the heahh of hi. 
soull: and he ordered that, after tht: decease of hb wifti, lu.s c\ccti- 
lors and feoffises should continue the obit before rehearsed for 
evcrraore."t The inside of the Church presents little remarkable, 
excepting a Stone Seat and Pisetrui iu ll»e south wall ,of the ciian- 


•* Arthaeologia, Voi. Xll. p. 11, 


t Ihid. 



KENT. 


585, ■ 


tel, and two ancient recesses for tombs, having Gothic arches, in 
the wall of the north chaiilrjf,* 

SHORKE aj^wars to been ancient demesne of the Saxon 
Kings; but in the time of tkmy the I'liird, tos in private hands, 
and passed, by deed of gift, from John de Nevilc, to Roger de 
Northwood, who died possessed of the Manor in the thirteenth of 
Edward the First. His son, Sir John de Northwood, had right of 
tWwarren and changed the tenure of his lands from gavel¬ 
kind to Kniglit’s service. He attended the King in his successful 
expedition into Scotland, and was several times Sheriff of Kent, and 
had also summons to Pariiament. His grandson, Ilogu te North- 
wood, had also summons to Parliament in the thirty-fourth of Ed¬ 
ward tlie Tiiird; and on his death, in the following year, was 
found to have held this Manor in capke, by the service of carrj- 
iug a White Standard in the King's wars, towards Scotland, at his 
owa expense, for forty days. From Uiis family it passed, by sale, 
to Sir Arnold Savage, of Bobbing, wlio was Speaker of the House 
of Coramotu in the fifth of Hen|y the Fourtli, and whose daugli- 
tor, Eleanor, mjirried first to Sir Reginafd Cobham, and secondly, 
to William Clifford, Esq. became his heiress, and conveyed it to the 
Cliffords; by one of whom it was sold to Sir George Nevill, Lord 
Aliergavcnny: this Nobleman alienated it to George Brooke, Lord 
Cuhltain, whose grandson, Henry, tbrfeited it to tlie Crown; it has 
since passed through several families, by descent and purclmse.-t 
Randai,!., or Rot NDALI., a subordinate Manor in this Parish, and 
now the projieity of the Earl of Daruley, was an ancient estate of 
tlie Cobhams, and is said, by Philipott, to have been their ' seat,’ 

P p 3 before, 

* In the Archaiologia, Vol. XL is # very curious Essay on Episcopal 
CIb^, Stone Seats, Piscinas, and otlier appendages to altars in Churches, 
byMr.Charle* Clarke, E.S. A late of Gravesend; in which is introduced 
a very particular deicription of Chalk Church, together with a plate of 
the Seat and Piscina mentioned above, and ingenious accounts of various 

•tilers in thiimnty. 


t Hasted’* V«I. III. p. 4it5/«6, Svo. Edit. 
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before, “ upon its decay, tkey weW tfan^laiited to CoMmm 
Hall/’* 

III Shomc Church, vhkh is dedicated to St Peter,f was buried 

Sir Henry de Cobh am, who was Sheriff of Kent iuthe ttrenty* 

ninth and thirtieth of Edward Uie First, and alttp in the first and 

ninth of Edward the Second. His tontbi, now? * foully defaced* 

and mutilated, is in the south or RoundaU Chapel, and had for* 

merly an inscription round the margin of the upper stone, in Saaon 

characters, whicii is tlms given in the Regisirum'jRoJ'ense: ‘ ICY 

GIST SIR HENRI DE COBEHAM CHEVALER SEIONOUR 

DE RONDALE . DIED DE 8A ALME-RCt' His 

effigies is rcpresenleit in plate armour, with a shut of mail, and 

lying cross-legged: his head rests on an helmet; at bis feet is a 

lion. He died about the tenth of Edward the Second, leaving 

issue, Stephen dc Cobham, by his wife Joane, eldest daughter and 

co-heiress of the celebrated Sir Stephen de Pencestre. On a slab 

in the pavement, near this tomb, is a Brass of a female in a dress 

of the time of Richard the Third; and on the same stone are in- 

% 

dents for a Knight, a son, and two daughters, with shields foi 
arms at the comers; but aU these Rrasses are gone, together with 
the inscription, svhich was most probably for some of the Cohham 
In the chancel are several monuments for the Pages, of tliis ParisI), 
of whom Sir William Page died in l6l3; and on a slab in 
the pavement, beneath a Rrnss chalice, containing the Holy Wafer, 
is an inscription for Thomas Elys, a Vicar of this Church, who 
died in March, 1519: some other ancient Btasses are b tlie nave 
and north chantry. TTie Font is octangular, aud very similar, 
both in its form and ornaments, to that at Soutbfieet:! the prmci- 
pal variation is b the compartment containing the ang^i with the 
balances, who has here a good, and an evil, spirit^ b the o|^sing 
scales; while those at Soutlifleet are empty: the Bishop idfO, is 

here 


* nilare Cantianum, p, 325. Edit. 1175. 
t Custuniale itojbnsci p* 


t See Under SoutMet^i P* 
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Iftte exdiwged fw^¥eteT, mho s^^ste^ms aClvutdi itv^nsTigUl 
liand, an<| holds a lb bn 

la ll« marshes horderiag on the Tliames, io this Pdridi, was 
raised] in the year 1796, a small Buttery, inonnUng four twenty- 
four pounders; another, of similar size and force, was built at the 
sanje period, at fbe Lower Hope Point, in the Parish of Cliff. 

HIGH AM, called ffecimm in the Domesday Book, had a Church 
at the time of making the Survey, and was then parcel of tlie estate 
of fbe IdidMip of Baieux. Here King Stephen founded a Benedic- 
tiue KirNMEaY, about tlie year 1151, of whicli his daughter 
Mary, who was afterwards Abbess of Rumsey, becam' the first 
Prioress,* In tlie sixth of King John, the Nuns purchased the 
Manor of LdUe-Chnrclt from the King, for lOOl. and from Henry 
the Tliird they obtained a confirmation of llieir former liberties, 
and a grant of a tJirec days’ amiuai fair. Througb these privi¬ 
leges, this establishment flouridied, and was able to supiioit limn 
eight to sixteen Nuns; but, from causes now unknown, their num¬ 
ber was reduced to tjjbee in tbe reign of Henry the Seventh. In 
the next reign tlie l^nneiy, or Abbey, as it was then, and had 
long been called, was suptiressed, with that of Biomliull, in Beik- 
shire, in order to increase tbe revenues of St.John'sCollege, at Cam¬ 
bridge, to wlikb foundation this Manor, and its appurtenances, aie 
yet attached. The site of the Nuimery is now a farm-house and 
offices, situated at a riiort distance eastward from tiie Cliurch: 
some small remains of tlie couventnal buildings appear in the pre¬ 
sent dwelling. Towards the latter pait of their residence liere, 
the Nuns bad become dissolute; and in 1513, were accused be- 
fwe the celebrated Fislier, Bisltop of Roebestex, of scandalous and 
licentious conduct. The charges brought against them, they do 
not appear to have denied; but requested that theii punishment 
ipt^ h« commuted to imprisonment in their own abode; and, ‘ for 
certgia just and lawful causes,’ they intreated his Lurdsliip ‘ to direct 
thrir JVimwery io be surrounded with a stone wall.’ An ancient 

P p 4 Causeway 

IliSllh’t Mlfrcd Abbies, Vol. II. Adduioas, p, 13. 
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Causeway leads across tlie Marshes in Parish to the tranks 

of the Thames, whence there was formerly a Ferry into Essex. 

Tlie Chm(h is dedicated to St. Maiy, and is divided into two 
parts by four large pointed arches, springing from sinali octagonal 
and half-round columns. In tlie south Wall of the chancel is an 
ancient pointed arched recess, now occupied bjf a more modem 
tomb; and immediately over the communion table, is a tablet in 
memory of Sie Feancis Head, Bart, who resided at his estate 
called the Hebmitage, in this Parish, where he rebuilt the Man¬ 
sion, and much improved the groonds: he died in 1768 . In the 
south wall of the north chantry is a Piscina, and Almeris above; 
and in the north-east comer is a large ancient tomb, of grey 
marble, witliout inscription or date: this was, perpfaaps, raised 
over the Prioress Joane de Hadloe, who uas buried by Bishop 
Hamo de Hethe, in the year 1328. Above it, against the wall, 
is a hi ass plate, inscribed thus: 

an fooar that for me #sule both prae* 

Wo for ILortie that herb ini FtihaCr 
iSraunte threm & me be forii pet non, 
aoff state offCTtcea to tiape ttmiohoni 
IPe mae iP’Cfibenotn en ebere age. 

Wise lefe £0 but a peietemagr 
tlTotoatB" hePen thst te S£ternaHs 
^aSherinn to Cob bnnge uaali amen. 

Itwte letfo Sobeit ftelton late ^oman of J 
iSatbe to the hiQp anP miehfo IPace of mope 
fai^ua memoie hente foe Piid p tahuh 
bepteb otate of this ^ent feffe the ni bae 
of betnaber anno 9>m a9°<(cccc'’rpid« 

In the pavement are some ornamented Tiles, that have been ar¬ 
ranged in figures, hut are now placini cmifosedly. The Font is 
square, and is supported on a circular column hi the centre, and 
on four otliers at the angles. The Cburdi is built with courses of 
squared flints and stone, and ha* Itceufecently repaired.* 

CUFF, 

• Mo« of the Churches in thiti i^lnsula, which is bausded by the 
waters of the Thames and Medwj ctmetructed in a similar man¬ 
ner} and the prevailing oharaeter m Foni^ is also the same. 
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CLIFt", called C/tee, aud Biihiy>’s-Cl!ve in ancient writings, 
tias been conjectuKd, by sotne antiquaries, to be the place named 
iUovetihoe, where several ^nods, or councils, were held in the 
Saxon times, in pursuance of a decree made in the synod assonibled 
at Ilerudford, (Hertford,) in the year 6’73. Others, however, 
and with gi'eatfer probability, have assigned Abingdon, in Berk¬ 
shire, which was anciently called Sheovesham, as the place appoint¬ 
ed for the meetings of these councils; all of them of v^tiicti any re* 
cords remain, appearing to have been lield more centncally within 
the Kingdom of Mercia, and this even betbrO Kent was incorpo¬ 
rated with it. Whatever may be the fact. Cliff wt certainly of 
far more importance ancieiith. than it is now; and the Rector 
still exercises several branches of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, cither 
by himself or surrogate, which mark an indejieudent authority» 
Every year, says Hasted, ‘ he holds a court soon aftei E.ister, for 
taking the oaths of the Church-Wardcus on their cntiancc into 
office; aud he grants licenses for maniages, piobates of wills and 
letters of admiinstralion.’* At the annual coiiil also, held at Cliff, 
a Borsholder is elcttcd for each of its six suhorrtuiale hamlets, 
called Streets, as West-Street, Rose-Stietf, Woml-Strect, Rccd- 
‘'trect, &c.t The pieseut Lord of tlie Manor is the Earl of 
Dainley. 

I'he Churcfi is dedicated to St. Helen, and stands on the biow 
of the chalk eminence which hounds the marshes. It is a large 
handsome fabric, built in the form of a cioss, and embattled, 
having an cinhattlcil tower also at the west end. The windows 
have been richly ornamented with painted glass. In the east win¬ 
dow 


• Hist, of Kent, I’ol. III. p. ilt. 

f An ancient Seal of the Ecclesiavtic.il Court of Cliff, is said, by Dr 
Rawlinson, in his English Topographer, to have been found on Black- 
heath, having an engraving of ‘ a man's liand issuing out of a gown 
sleeve, and holding a long staff, with the cross at the top of it,’ and in¬ 
scribed with the words S. ffliflitieltt Junclitttionteteltbajiofj^Iicdgfft 
lliat is, ‘ Die Official Seal,’ or ‘ .Seal of the Oflicwlity of the Free Pa¬ 
rish of Clyfl.’ 
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dow of the south traubcpt, are remaius of some bcautifiiii canopies^ 
and in the small compartments into wbiiditii^ lights are divi¬ 
ded, has been a representation of the Day of Judgment. Several 
figures ri^ig ftoiu under stone coffin fids are yet visible; and in a 
small quatrefoil in tlie centre, a pcHtrait of the Saviour is easily 
distinguishable, by that j>eeuliur cast of feature, sd descriptive of 
placidity aud meekness, uhich tlie painters of the Eoniish Chur(h 
have always given to the Redeemer of man. In a window of the 
north aisle, is a mutilated leprcseiitation of the Virgm and Child; 
and in an ad|joii)ing window, an ancient ship, having one mast, 
and a very high quarter-deck, with mx ports fur cannon. la the 
chancel, behind tiu? screen, which stands eastward of the present 
altar, iii the south wall, is a Piscina, and three veiy elegant &one 
Seals, graduated, separated by buttresses, and finished with fight 
canopies, of rich woihmausliip, in the pointed style. Opposite to 
these, is an ancient tomb, under an obtusely-pointed arch, sup- 
pot ted by episcopal beads. In the nave is a coflfin-sliaped stone, 
with an inscription round the verge, in Saxon capitals, for * Jone 
2a Fenme Johan Bam;’ and in the north aisle, is a similar in- 
scribed stone, having a balf-length Bust of a female, with her 
hands raised as in prayer, for ‘ EUenorc de Clive:’ the other mo- 
niimeuls are not reuiatkablc. Among the communion plate, in 
this Church, is still pieserved, “ a veiy curious aud ancient Pa~ 
tine, which, when the Roman Catholic rdi^on prevailed here, 
covered the chalice, or contained the consecrated wafers at the 
sacrament of mass. It is of silver gilt, and six iticlics in diame¬ 
ter. lu the centre, most beautifully embellislted with blue and 
green enamel, is represented the Deity, sitting wbh his arms cx- 
tciidci], and supporting his son on the cross, with an Olive hunch 
in the left hand, and the Gospel ju the Round the verge, or 

rim, is the following inscription, in tlie||^ient text letter, curious¬ 
ly ornamented with sprigs of roses between each word, alluding 
to the subject. 

%entW^i\0, Wsituta* tt* ftsiritu* 

* Thorpe’s ‘Antiquities in Kent, puhfiitted in the 

Bihlioth''% 
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COWLING, ancieutly called CuUns'e, and Culhts'cs, was granted 
Ly tire latter name to Duke Eadulf, by Cenulph, King of Mercia, 
whose original grant Hasted mentions as being preserved in the 
Surrenden Library. In the reign of Edward the First, it was held 
by Henry de Cobham, whose son, Jolm de Cobhain, had license 
of free warreii within this Lordship in tlie seventeenth of Edward 
tl]e Third. His son, also named John, obtained i>ennissioii from 
Ricliard the Second, ‘ to embattle and fortify ins Manor-house,' 
afterwards called Cowling Casile; and in his descendants, by the 
female line, this Manor continued vested till the execution for 
treason of George Brooke, Esq. brother to Henry, T ,r<l Cobham, 
in the time of James the Fii't. The Kuig restored it, with the 
Castle, to iiis son William, who was made a Kuight of the Batli, 
and who died seized of this estate in l6‘d8, when, on a division 
among his daughters and co-heiresses, it was separated into three 
|Mrts; the royalties, privileges, and liberties of the Manor being by 
agreement equally divided. 

COWLING CASTLE occupied a low situation at a short dis.. 
tance from the Church on the west; but, with the exception of 
the Gateway, is now little more than a mass of ruius, Tlie 
body of tlie Castle was of a square form, flanked by towers, and 
environed by a moat, which still contains water, though it is partly 
filled up. At tlie sohth-east angle arc remains of a circular tower, 
fiucly mantled with ivy: the inner area is now au orchard and gar* 
den, the whole demesne bciug tenanted as a farm. The entrance 
to the outer works was by a handsome gateway, which is nearly 
perfect, and consists of two semicircular towers, uiacbicolated 
and embattled, with a strotigly arched entnutce, originally defend¬ 
ed by a portcullis, tlie place for which is still in good preservation. 
In the inner parts of the towerj, which arc open, were flights of 
stone steps leading up to the parapets. On tlie front of the cdstem- 
inost tower, is affixed an engraved plate of brass, iu imitation ef 
a deed, or grant, having an appendant seal of the Cobham arms, 
and containuig tliese lines: 

fitnlnetl) tjat bff|j anh shall be 

^bat 3 am roase tn help of tjje tontre 

3[n knotoine of tobhbe tpmo 

®bi8 w fbatm ana ln.tnrssii^. This 
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Tbix is traditionally recorded to have been fixed np by John de 
Cobham, the buihlei, who, in the fourth year of Richard the Se¬ 
cond, had obtained the King's license to fortify liis dwelling; and is 
supposed to have been ap|)rehcnsive that the strength of his Castle 
might give inubrage to the court, and therefore took this method 
to escape censure. Here Sir John Ohlcastle, who,'in right of his 
wife, had summons to Parliament as Lord Cobham, souglit refuge 
when accused of heresy before Archbishop Arundel, aud refused 
to admit the Arcbbisliop’s messi'itger, vslio had been sent to serve 
on him a citation of appearance. Sir George Brooke, Lord Cob- 
ham, defended this Castle aga'uist the uufortunate Sir Thomas 
Wjatt, in the reign of Queen Mary; and though the outrance 
gate was forced by the ordnance, succeeded in keeping possession 
of the other w orks, till Sir Thomas drew otV his forces, aud niarcli* 
ed to Gravesend. 

Cowling Chunk is dedicated to St. James, and consists of a nave 
and chancel, with a tower at the west end, having a scpiaic turret 
at tlie south-east angle, A range of ticfoil aiches, in leiuf, or¬ 
naments the rhancci; and in the south wall is a large anil cut ions 
double Pisc/nu, and Ciedcnce, having pointed arches above, sepa¬ 
rated by a small culuinii, witli a column also on each side. 

The ISLE OF (ilRAINEis sepaiatcd from tlie Hundred of Hoo, 
by a water called tlie Scray, whuh was ancieiitly of suflkient width 
to admit the passage of small vessels from tlie Medway to the 
Thames, and ike versa. This channel was named the Yailct, 
(Inlet,) or Ycnlade, in Hoo; and has been said, though probably 
on iiisutficieiit authority, to have been the usual passage to the 
port of Loudon, even so late as the time of Edward the Thiid." 
Off the entl of this Isle, is the Nore Usht, which is beie stationed, 
to enable the mariner to avoidethe long and narrow sand-banks, 
which lie in parallel ranges, in the estuary t^thc Thames. The 
extent of the Isle is abont three miles 4 half from north to 
south, and two miles ^d a halt' from eiyB^o w'est. Tlie whole is 

very 


* See Hasted’^ Kent, Vol. IV. p, 

Vol. I. p. 64 


'CaaanPs We ef Wielib 
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wry low and flat; the greatest part consisting of marsh and pas¬ 
ture lands. It contains only one Parisii, called St. James's, from 
its Church being dedicated to that Saint. Ou the south-east side, 
adjacent to the Medway, is a range of Salt-Pam; and about mid¬ 
way up the channel, on the west side, is a secojid range. Tlse inhabi¬ 
tants are hut few; and most of the houses are irregularly scattered 
in tlie neighbourhood of the Churcii. The land is kept from be- 
iu§ ovenvbchned by tiie sea, by strong embankments of earth, 
called sea-vralis. The Manor is appendant to that of Clillingham; 
and from that circumstance, is included in the hundred of Chatham. 

IIOO, S'r. WETlBUilCllI, w.is anciently possessed by Earl 
Godwin, but at the time of the Domesday Survey, ii i)elongcd to 
the Bisiiop of Baieux, and is d«'scribed, in the Domesday Book, 
as having “four carticales in deniesiie, and 100 villeins wimting 
three; with sixfy-oiie cottagers, having forty-three carucalcs. The 
whole Manor, in the time of Edward the Conli ssor, was worth 
sixty jMHinds; when the Bishop received it, the like, and now as 
much, and yet he who holds it, pays 100 and Id pounds.” From 
this descri|)tion, it is evident that tlie Manor was fhcii of much 
greater extent than at present; and as the same record also informs 
US, that in Vioo, ' me six Churches,’ it becomes of some impor¬ 
tance to ascertain how they were situated; the result would proba¬ 
bly tend to correct those erroneous opinions that are sometimes 
formed from the brief statements of the Domesday Book, of cer¬ 
tain placed being considerably more extensive in die Norman tinies, 
than at [westmt. 'I'hrcc of the six Churches that are mentioned as 
in Hoo, were ceilainly those that now belong to the distinct Pa¬ 
rishes of High Hahtoiv, St. Murk's, and All-halloxvs :* probably 
St. James’.s, in lire Isle of Graine, was a fourth; St. Werburgh in 
Hoo, was the fifth; and that of Merston, formerly a distinct parish, 
but now int:orporated with Sliorne, might be the sixth and last.f 
These'six Churches, therefore, were not situated immediately in 
Hoo, but in a circuit of many miles round; and over some ot them, 

the 

• Sec Hasted’s Kent. VoL IV. under those parishes; and Beg. Bqff. 
p. 428- 424. 
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the Manor of Hoo is still parainotiiit.'^ TIjc Earl of Jersey, who 
is Baron of Hoo, is also owner of the Manor. 

Ainoiig the few inonutnenls in St. Werburgh’s Church, is a sin* 
gular Brass of an aged woman, for Dorolhye Plumly, who died 
in i 615; two Brass figures of Vicars, Richard Bayly, who died 
in H02; and John Broom, to whose inscription there is no date, 
but who preceded the former in the vicarage; and the figure of 
a Kniyjtt, (son of John de Cobham, the third Baron Cobhain,) in 
curious plate armour, and his Lady; with tliis inscriptloir beneath: 

Oit iacent Eftomaa Cobbam atmiger. ilui. abijt biij. bin 
nwnaia. 3lunij. anno Bnii^illine ^atilba* SUf* 

or. eui 0 . iiuotant, &c. 

Peter Cunning, the once celebrated Bishop of Ely, was a 
native of this Parish, of which his father liad been appointed Vi¬ 
car by the Dean and Chapter of Rochester. He was bom on the 
elevcntlr of Januarj, l6’l3, and seems to have been veiy early 
distinguished for his propensity to learning. The earlier part of 
his education he received at King’s School, Canterbury, but after¬ 
wards removed to Cambridge, and thence to New College, Oxford, 

here his attaciiment to royalty was more encouraged and rewarded. 
The ensuing Civil War retarded his advancement; but on the Re* 
stonition, he was rapidly promoted, and at length made Bishop oi 
Chichester in lO’C’i): in l6'74, he was translated to Ely, where 
he remained till his death, in l684. Hb benevolence was very 
great; and he bequeathed nearly his whole property for charitable 
uses, particularly for augmenting the revenues of poor vicarages. 

UPNOR CASTLE, ivas erected by Queen Elizabeth, to defend 
the passage of the Medway, but is now made use of as a Powder 

Magazine, 

* Even so late as the year 1337, Bishop Ilamo de Ilethe decreed, 
with the consent of all parties, among other things, " that all personal 
tidies, and oblations made at the exemies of the dead, in the Parish 
Churches of St. Mary's, and IlaIstow®md other Parish Cluirches in 
Hoo, the bodies of whom ought to bS^uried in the cemetary of the 
Church of St. Werberge, &c. should '^^ong to the Vicar, (of Iloo,) 
and his successors in the Vicarage.” Jbom Reg. Rt^, 
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Mat’azine, for the security of which, there is an establishment, of 
a Governor, Store-keeper, Clerk of the Cheque, Master Gunner, 
&c. with an Officer's guard of soldiers: the latter are lodged in 
barracks behind the Castle; and at a little distance, is a good 
house, with gardens, for the Store-keeper. The Castle is environed 
by a moat, and consists of a centre building, of an oblong form, 
connected with a round tower at each end. The only period in 
which tliis fortress proved of any utility, was in the reign of Charles 
the Second.^ i^ June, lOGf, when the Dutch, under tlie famous 
Admiral de Ruyter, suddenly appeared at the mouth of the 
Thames, during a protracted negociation, and delaclied his Vice* 
Admiral, Van Ghent, with serefiteen of his lighten vessels, and 
eight tire-ships, with orders t» sail up the Medway, and destroy 
the shipping. Van Ghent took the fort of Sheerness with little 
difficulty, and after destroying tlic stores, made dis))ositions to pro¬ 
ceed up the river. lu the mean time, the gallant Monk, Duke of 
Albemarle, made every effort that the surprise would admit, to 
render his attempt aboitive; he sunk several ships in the channel 
of tlie river, and drew a chain across, behind w hich he placed the 
Unity, the Matthias, and Charles llic Fifth; three large men of 
war, tliat had before been taken from (he Dutch, who were now 
advancing very fast, and having the advantage of wind and tide, 
jwssed through the sunken ships, and broke the chain. The three 
slii|)s that guarded it, were histaully in one tremendous blaze; and 
V'iin Ghent continued to advance, till, with six men of war, and 
five fire-ships, he came opposite to Upnor Castle; but he here met 
with so warm a fire fiom Major Scott, Commandant in the Castle, 
andSirEdwardSpragge, who directed the batteries on the opposite 
shore, that he thought it best to draw off, hfe ships having sustain¬ 
ed considerable damage. On their return, however, they burnt 
the Royal Oak, Ihe Great Jamrt, and the Loyal London. The 
former was commanded by the brave Captain Douglas, who, in 
the confusion of the day, had received no directions to retire, and 
who perished with his ship! ‘ It never shall be said,’ were his la|t 
Words, ' that a Douslas ouitted his post without orders' 

■? 

riUNDvSBURY. 
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FRINDSB13RY, anciently called JEsUnghum, wlucli is novr « 
distinct Manor in Friiidsbury Parish, was given to the See of Ro* 
Chester, in the eighth century, by OfFa, King of Mercia, nod Si- 
gered, who styles himself, in the grant, ‘ King of the half part of 
the Province of the Kentishmen.’ The Manor was afterwards dis¬ 
severed from that Sec, in the Danish wars, but was restored to 
Bishop Gundiilph, about the year 1076', by Arcllbishop Lanfranc, 
who had obtained restitution of this, and other estates, in a Solemn 
Assembly held on Pinendeu Heath. Gnndnlph^scttled Fritids- 
bury on tlie Monks of St. Andrew, in Rochester, who retained it 
till after the Dissolution, when Henry the Eiglitli granted it to the 
newly-founded Dean and Chapter.* 

The Cliurch is dedicated to All Saints, and stands on a com¬ 
manding eminence rising from the IMcdw'ay, over which river, the 
view from the Church-yard is extremely tine: it includes the Ca¬ 
thedral, Castle, and Bridge of Rochester, together with Chatham, 
and all the adjacent country. The Church consists of a nave, 
chancel, and south aisle, with a substantial tower at the west end, 
from which rises an octangular spire. The chancel is the most 
ancient, and may probably be of the Imilding of Pauliinis, Sacrist 
of Rochester, who is stated, in the Uegisinan Rofense, to have 
erected a Church liere, of stone, between the years 1125 and 1137. 
It has, however, experienced several alterations; and the cast wk- 
dow, which is divided by inullious, and has a quatrefoil light, with 
crockets above, is, perhaps, as well as those in the side walls, of 
the time of Bishop Young, who held tins Sec tiom HOI to HI 8; 
and is recorded to have ‘ caused several windows to he made’ in 
this fabric. The mummients are no) jurticularly reniaikahle. 

The high road to Rochester and Canterbury crosses CjAD S 
HILL, which begins near the twcnty-sixtli mile stone from Lon¬ 
don, and has been rendered iw moiable by the immortal Shake- 
^are, who has made it the scene of the i^owardiy exploits of Sir 
John Fa’siujf, where the “ tlircc niisbeg^^n knaves m Kendal 
green—for it was so dark, Hal, that tliou couldst not see thy 

IiamI," 

Jn Thorpe’s Antiquities^ Kent, Part JI. p 41—58, are some 
cunoiu psrtRuIaist^!®ie lli toiv and Customs of tb« Manor- 
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Ivand,”— and tlie “ eleven in buckram suits,” proved too powerful 
for the skill of ‘ v>oor old Jack/ The sifpi of Sir John ralstaff ou 
tfab.Hill, has loii" been the means of reealling the remembrance of 
the jocular Knight to the mind of the traveller. 

COHIIAM HALL, tlic ancient seat of tlse onre illustrious, and 
far-spreading family of Cobham, is now, with its surrounding 
estates, the property of John, fourth Earl, and Viscount Daniley, 
During almost , four centuries, from the reign of King John to 
that of James the First, Cobham was the Iiead of the Barony of 
this noble race," which for a long periorl maintained pre-eminenry 
in this county, and with whom, perhaps, the sMicfeut nobility of 
Kent may he said to have expired. Henry de Cobham, who was 
one of the Itecognitores Magnte Asskee, or Justices of the Great 
Assize, ill the first of King Joiui, obtained a grant of tlie Manors 
of Cobham and Shorne from William, a Norman soldier, sumamed 
Quatre-mcre, or Knight of the Four Seas, frorii certain services 
which lie had rendered to Henry the Second, He left three sons; 
John, who succeeded him; Reginald, orRcinold, who was a Jus¬ 
tice Itinerant, and Lord tVarden of the Cin(|uc Ports, in the time 
of Henry the Third; and William, who was also a Justice Itinerant 
in the same reign. The former was twice married, and had three' 
sons: John; Henry, Le Uncle, as he was afterwards called, the 
jiosstssoi of Kouiidall, in Shomc; and Reginald, ancestor to the 
Cobbaras, of Star-borough Castle, in Surrey, John, the eldest, 
was Constable of Rochester Castle, and became very eminent for 
his knowledge of the laws: lie was several times a Justice Itinerant, 
in the reigns of Henry tlie Third, and Edward the First; and 
passed through various subordinate situations with great honor, 
till he at length was constituted a Baron of the Exchequer in 1284. 
On his death, in 1300, he was succeeded by his eldest son, Henry 
de Cobham, who, with three others of his family, was knighted in 
Scotland, for the eminent services they had rendered the King, at 
the siege of Cariaverock,* He was the first Lieutenant (so csdied) 

V0t.m Oct. 1806. Qq of 

* The * ftower of the Kentish gentry' accompanied Edward the 
First urtbljia aape^ttion: the'ir names are recorded by Philipott; Filh, 

ms, 
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of Dover Castle, and Warden of the Cinque Ports; he was also 
prontoted to inanv otiier distinitnished offices of trust, and bad 
suninions to Parliament as a Baron, in the sixth of Edward the Se- 
coml. John de Cobhani, his son and heir, the second Baron, who, 
in the ninth of Ed>md the Third, liad been made Admiral of the 
King’s fleet, from the entrance of the Thames H;cstward, was in¬ 
cluded in the Commission of the eleventh of tlw same King, with 
Bishop Hamo de llethe, and Thomas «le Alston, for demandiug 
aid from the iuhahitants of Kent, in sup})ort of ‘ the .King’s jour¬ 
ney to war with France.’ Under tins Commission, they were au- 
tiiorued to call before them, in the ‘ Cliurch of Bochesier,' the 
clergy and people of this county, of whom, after some contention, 
they succeeded in obtaining ‘ a fifteenth.’* In the seventeenth of 
Edward the Third, he obtained license of free warren in his Lord¬ 
ship of Cobbam, and all other Manors lielonging to him in Kent; 
and in the twenty-fifili, had summons to Parliament: he afterwards 
served iu tlie wars in France, and was made a Knight Banneret. 
Johu de Cobhmu, his son and successor, the third and last Baron 
Cobham of his family, commonly called the Founder, from his 
having founded and endowed a College and Chantry at Cobham, 
served also in tlie wars in France, both in tlie reigns of Edward the 
7'iiinl, and Richard tlie Second, by the latter of whom ho was 
made a Knight Banneret. In the tenth of Richard, he was one of 
the fourteen Lords constituted Governors of the Realm, and eiu- 
|M>wered to inquire into the misconduct of the preceding adminiv 
tration; through wbicb, <m tlie Sovereign regaining his ascen¬ 
dancy, he wus impeached of treason, and condemned to death, 
but his sentence was converted into bauisliment to the Isle ot 
Jersey, by c^ieci^ iavor of the King. He was recalled on the 
accession of Henry the Fo^^ and died in the ninth of tlie same 
reign, leaving by Joan, j^T^^fuightcr, who died before him, and 
her husbotKl, Sir Jolm de^^wlc, Knt. a grand-daughter and 
heiress, also named Joan. '^|^dy was married in succession, to 

Sir 

V Genealogy the Coblmms, in Pocock’s Hist. Of Gravesend, p. 

This genealogy was drawn up by Mr. Charles Clirhe, IF. A. S. 
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Sir Robcit Hermcndale, Knt, Sir Reginald Bxaylnooke, Knt. Sir 
Nicholas Hawberki Kat. (all of whom died dniing the life of her 
grandfather,) Sir John Oldrastle, Knt. the unfortunate victim of a 
jtst on Archbkho|) Anmdel, (wlio assumed the title of Lord Cob- 
ham in right of liis wife, and w'as bitnii alive lor his adherence to 
the o|>iuions of the Lollards, of whose sect he was considered as 
the chief,) and Sir John Hafpenden, Knt. She had issue by all 
her husbands, but the last ■, yet all her children tlied young, with 
the exception of Joan, her youngest child by Sir Reginald Bray- 
brooke, rWio became her heiress, and married Sir Thomas Brooke, 
Knt. of Brooke, near Ilchester, in Somersetshire. Tie assumed 
the title of Lord Cobliam in right of bis Lady, but was never 
summoned to Parliament; yet his son and successor, Edward, the 
friend of Richard, Duke of York, the ill-fated rival of Henry the 
Sixth, had that honor, he being advanced to the Barony of Cob- 
liatw in 14t6'. John, his son and successor, and second Baron 
Cobliam of this family, assisted at the coronation of Henry the 
Seventh; and united with Grey, Earl of Kent, against the Cornish 
insurgents at the battle of Blackhcatb. Thomas, his son and heir, 
W'as sufcecdcd by his eldest son, George,* wlio was made a Knight 
of the Garter by Henry tbe Eighth, and Lord Deputy of Calais, 
which post he retained till the reign of Queen Mary, by whom he 
was for a short time imprisoned in the Tower, on •■nspiciou of his 
being concerned in the rebellion of Sir Thomas Wyatt, though lie 
hud ofiposed the entrance of the latter into Cowling Castle. Wil¬ 
liam, his eldest sou and successor, entertained Queen Elizabeth at 
Cobliam Hall, during her progicss throiigU Kent, soon after she 
had ascended the throne. He was afterwards sent Amliassador 
into the Low Comitiies; and for his conduct on his latter embassy 
to Don John of Austrki, Regent to King Philip, was reivarded by 
being made a Knight of tlie Garter, and a Privy CoiinscHor. The 
Queen, with whom he became a great tavorite, also appointed him 

Q q 2 Lotd 

* In the Castrations to Hollaished’s Chronicle, is a list of grant' 
made to this Nobleman; and ana^i^the Hail. MSS. Nos. 283, 284, 
are many Stajtc Letters sent toi^J ■’ " Deputy ot 

Calais, tfmki's KeiU. 
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I>ord Cliamherliiin; and lie was likemsc made Lord Warden 
the Cinque Ports, Governor of Dover Castle, &c. He died in 
March, l.i.qfi; luiving by his Will directed the building and eu* 
downient of a Ncv> Cotlec'c on the site of that which had been 
founded by Ins ancestor, John, Lord Cobliam. Henry, his eldest 
sou, by Frances, daughter of Sir John Newton, »his second wife 
succeeded to liis titles, inhciitance, and places; though one ofjhe 
latter, the governnieiit of the Cinque Ports, w'as contended for by 
the Sydneys. J’his was the man whose weak understanding, and 
abject soul, proved the ruin of Sir Walter Raleigh; with whom, 
the Lord Grey, of Wilton, and others, he had engaged in a con¬ 
spiracy against the Cecils, and posably with the ultimate design of 
advancing the Lady Arabella to the throne. Ilis confession, it 
such it can bo. culled, made up of a confused mixture of asowab. 
palliation.®, and denials, procured his own pardon; though tht 
King, (James the First,) with an aggravation of cruelty svorthy only 
of his own mean soul, caused his victims (Markham, Cobham, and 
the Lord Grey) to be brought upon the scaffold, and altcriiafcly pie- 
pared to the very verge of death, before his intentions were suf¬ 
fered to be declared. Cobham was afterwards committed to the 
Tower daring pleasure; anil all his possessions being sciised by the 
King, was reduced to such extreme necessity, that be ‘ bad slarvcfl,' 
says Weldon, ‘ had not a trencher scraper, sometime his servant at 
Court, relieved him with scraps!’ He died in Jauuaiy, niiy, 
without is.sue. His brother, George Brooke, who was beheaded 
for his concern in tiie conspiracy, had a son, named William, after¬ 
wards restored in blood, though not in title, and made Knight of 
the Bath. The mule line of this family became evtinet in i6j 1, 
on the death of .'^ir John Brooke, had been advanced to the 
dignity of Baron Cobham in tlje tweatieth of Charles the First. 

After the attainder of the imbecile Cobham, an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment was ptissed, to confirm his possessions to the Crown, and to 
render valid all grants that should be made of them by the King. 
Under tins Act, auj^iy the exercise of his own prerogative, Jamc-, 
in his le.ifi! year, gVisnted the Alanor of Cobham, with Cobham 
Hall, an 1 otb^ c.-iates of the ii 'bhams, to his kinsman, Lodovvick 
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.Smart, Duke of Lenox, who, though thrice married, left no issue; 
;iiul was succeeded i>y hisoiiK brother, EsineStuait, Lord de Au- 
higny, who died in the following year. James, his driest son and 
successor, w ho had Ireen marie Knight of the Garter by King 
James, was created Duke of Itichuioud in Kill; and was also 
Lord Warden of the Ciut|ue Ports, &cc. lisine, his only son and 
heir, died in Trance, in his rrleventh year, when his titles and 
r.-.lJites devolwd to Churl(!s Stuart, Earl of IJclifiehl, his cousin- 
german, who tv;i.s a Knight of the Garter, and died in Denmark, 
in 1672, whilst Amhassador Estraordinary to that Com t. Cathe¬ 
rine, his only sister and heiress, al'erwards liaroness of Clitton, in 
right of her grandmother, was tw ir c married: lirst to 1 leury, Lord 
O’Brien, lieir-apparent to the Earl of'J’homond; and, secondly, to 
Sir Joseph Williamson, Knt. who, after being employed on several 
eniljassies, was nuide a principal Secretary of State. This gentle¬ 
man resided at CoUlutm Hall, which he had purchased, together 
with tlie ^lanor of Cohhani, and oilier estates; the jxissessions of 
the Dukes of Eeuox, in this comity, having been sold to defray 
debts, and other purposes. He died in 1707, liming bequeathed 
two-thirds of hi., estates to llie I.ady Catherine, ins wife, and the 
remaining lliird to Mrs. Mary Hornshv, who had been his servant; 
and who afterwards dclended her right against Joliii Bligh, I'.sq. 
created Earl of ilarniey in 1725, and his wife, the Lady Theo- 
do,ia llydc. Baroness Clifton; the latter had succeeded to these 
cstales in 1710, on the death of her brother, Eilward, Lord 
( lifton and Coriibury, son oi'Edward, Lord Cornbury, afterwards 
T.arl of Clarendon, and Catherine, liis wile, the only surviving 
daughter and heiress of tlie I.ady Catherine, by her lirst Imsbaiid, 
Henry, Lord O'Brien. ,4fler a vexatious cour.se ot litigation, it 
was agreed between the parties, that Mrs. Hornshy should he al¬ 
lowed a third of the sum of lor her properly in the estates; 

and this agreement was fulfilled about the year 1/51, by Lihvard, 
seeoiid Lord Danilov, who thus became possessed ot the entire 
fee. This Nobleman died in 1717, succeeded by his 

hi other, John, on whose elerease, in 1751, his titles and inheril- 
aice descended to his eldest son, the fouith and present lv.nl. 

0 n j COBlf.'vM 
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COBHA^I HALL, Uiougli not externally grand, retains sutli- 
cieiit remains ot iN ancient liaionial splendor to excite considerable 
interest: it is built in the I'orui of an lialf II; the extremities of the 
side wings are terminated by octagonal towers, and, with the centre, 
and a Slink wall in front, inclose a <]uadrangular lawn, ornament¬ 
ed by .sta'iie.', vase-,, iVc. The centre of the buildjng was planncil 
by Inigo Jones, and was new cased with brick, and sashed, by the 
lale liarl of Darnk v; so that its appearance is not unrtprm with tin 
wings, which formed part of the residence of the C.oltliams. In 
tliese are prpiiTling entrances, (now disused,) of stone, extending 
to the roof: that to the south, has the arms and supporters of the 
Colilcams, sculptured in bold relief, in tlie upper com))artmciit. 

’I'lie VtiUHiulc, which opens from the lawn, is partly tilted uj) in 
!!:e 's’liikish, and partly in the Italian maimer. I'he chinmey-pieee 
IS of marble, and extremely elegant; liaviiig in front, a sriiljiture ol 
a baci-h:uialian subject, and being surrounded with bcaiiliful mar¬ 
ble statues, au<l other orimmciits. The .small figures of IJercule-. 
:ui<l the talieaii Ajiollo, wliicli stand abme, and the groiifi oi' 
t'lijtid and I’syi he below, are wrought in the most suiierior style. 
This aparttnerit opens into tlie Mitxic Uvnm, which has been mag- 
iidicently lilted up and furnished, by the lale and present Earls, at 
a vast expeii.sc: it.s length is tifly i’eet; its breadth, thirty-six; and 
its height, thirty-two. The ceiling, which was designed by liilgo 
.tones, is divided into various .square and circular compartments, with 
a deep o\;ii in the centre; all superbly gilt, and emirhe.d by ap- 
propiiate onrainents, among which arc twi he jaaidant coronets. 
I'he lower part of the sides are lined with grey-veined marble, be- 
uveen pilasters of Sr:igliola, in imitation ot' yellow orbiipie mai • 
ble, .supporting a ri< li fascia and cornice. In tlie compartmentf; 
.dioic, are representations of :ill kinds of musical in.strumcnis, 
banging in Icsioons, and most riclily gilt. At each end is a g.illc- 
ly, suppoileil by four columns, taised like the pilasters, and hav¬ 
ing laiscs and capitals of Parian marble; tiie latter arc exquisitely 
.srnlpluied. The chiruncy-piflce, which corresponds in grandeur 
with the rest of the apartments, has full-length marble statues at 
ibe sides; and in front, a sculptuie from the Aurora of Guido. 
Move, in a gorgeous franic, are portraits by Vandyck, iu his finest 
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inminer, «t L >iid John aiul Lord Baknakd Sti art, sons of 
I-^ine, amt luolfiers of James, Dukes of llicliinoiid ami Lenox: 

■ iver this beiicalli a massive giit curtain, are the arms, supiM)rlers, 
ami eorom t, ol Lord Dariiley. The furniture i-. equally splendid 
with tile deeonitioiis; and among the otiier oriiaineiits arc eight 
alulmster vases^on pedestals; t(»gether with full-lengthstatnesof the 
Vcntis lU- Medin is, ami an antique, either of Meleager, or Antinoiw. 

'I'hf interji’h of tlie norllt wing is undergoing a complete repair, 
under th«* difeetion of the celebrated Wyatt; and a new entrance 
on this side, by a (iothic arched gatewav, is now building. This 
*onununirates with a vatdied passage leading to tl;. giand stair- 
<as<-. which has also been recctly altered in the (iothic style, and 
has on the ceiling an ornamental coin|)artnieiit, containing a siiield. 
cliarged with the arms of ^tuart, Duke ot Itieliniuml and Lenox, 
copied from Inigo Jones’s ceiling. This'earls tt) the (killcri/, which, 
when htii.slied, will !)<■ a very noble apartment, and is iiitemled to 
he lilled with pictures; its length is l.i-t feet. The chiniiicy-pieee.s. 
wltiili are lour in number, are elaborately wrought iu black and 
wliile marbh’, as are all the others jii the ancient parts ot' titis 
edifice: and though \ciy large, and in .some n.spec’.s heavy, they 
have all a striking and snn'.ptuou.s ap|iearaiirc : on one ol them 
arc Hie arms ot the l.onls Cobhaiii. with the date la an 

■qiarlnieiit contiguous to this. Qiie.cn Llizabcth was lodged viioing 
her visit to W illiam, Jxird Lobhain, in the liist of her icigii: tmd 
her arms are still rcinaioiiig aiimiig the other oniaments o» tiie 
ceiling. On the basement stoi'y is the Dinht'^-Piniour, wliahis 
also ill a .slate of reparatimi. The cliimney-piece evliibiis a lull- 
length statlK' of I’oniona in the centre, with trmt.s, k.v. at tiie sides; 
and beiiealh the cornice, is an outline engraving ot Moses sinking 
the fU'ck. 

The aparlmciits in tlic south wing arc decorated with many fine 
paintings which are to he placed in the (lallery; with many olher'- 
thal have been recently conveyed to Loiido.i, till llie iniprovemeiit.s 
HI the opposite wing are coniplcled. Among the most eminent 
of those now here, is a large picture ot ihe iK-atli of Cj/rus, by 
Kubciis, lor which J.ord Dar ley has refused tiuOt) guineas; a ino.st 
«|>iritcd sketch ol the Lion h} the same artist; the LrJL 
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nf Sattiuel, by Sir Joshua Keyucilds; a Nativity, with a !»rwt va¬ 
riety of figures, finely grouped and colored; Judas betraying Christ; 
and a large piece of Fishermen in a $tom, by Salvator Rosa, the 
figures and coloring of the sky in which are extremely fine. 

The Park, which includes 1800 acres, and b nearly seven miles 
m circumference, b beautifully diversified, and abundantly wooded. 
The oaks are particularly luxuriant, and many of them are very 
large and venerable. On the south side, leading from the house, b'a 
noble avenue of lime-trees, consisting of four rows, and .extending 
to the length of upwards of 1000 yards. On an elevated site to¬ 
wards the southern extremity of the Park, is an extensive building, 
erected as a M.^vusoleum, or Chapel, at an expense of .QOOOl. 
under an injunction in the will of the late Earl, and designed for the 
sepulture of the family. The basement story, which is rusticated, 
contains a vault and sarcophagus, surrounded by recesses for inter¬ 
ments. The floor over thb was intended fora Chapel, and b crown¬ 
ed by a dome, supported by eight Corinthian columns. 'J'he exterior 
part of this story has four wings W'ith duplicated columns, sustgimuig 
sarcophaguses, and is terminated by a pyramid. 

The present COLLEGE at Cobham, which nearly adjenns to the 
Church on tlie soutli side, is a neat quadrangular building of stone, 
measuring about sixty feet by fifty-one. It contains a Hall, and con¬ 
venient apartments for twenty persons, with gardens to each. Over 
the south portal, arc the arms and alliances of Brooke, LordCobbani, 
tiie finunder, within a garter; and beneatli, an inscription recording 
ins name and titles, and the date of the erection of the College, 
which was ‘ tiinshed in September, 1598.’ This fabric, as has 
been mentioned, was built on the site that bad been occupied by 
the College founded by John de Cubhani, in 1362. The endow¬ 
ments of the old foundation were very ample, and were given, 
with the College itself, by Ilenrjy the Eighth, at the period ot 
the Dissolution, to (uorge, lA)rd Cobham, who had the King’s 
rojall assent and license by liys (Srace’s word, without any maner 
«|lefteif8 patents, or otlier writings, to purchase and receyve to bb 
beires for ever, of the late blaster s<id Brethren of the Colledge or 
Chantry of Cobham, in the countie of Kent, nowe being utterly 
diisi'bed, the tiite of Ibe same Colledge or Chantry, and al ^d 
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tingular their hereditaments and possession*, as well tenipontli as 
eccksnasticall, wberesover they lay, or were, within the realln of 
Eogland.” Some small remains of the old College still exist; but 
the mass of materials was probably used in the new fabric erected 
underdhc Will of Sir William Brooke, Lord Cobhani, who devised 
‘ nil those edifices, ruined buildings, soil, and ground, with the 
appurtenance wliicfa sometime belonged to the late suppressed 
College,' foy^he use of the New College, which he dipects his execu¬ 
tors to “'ewSet within four years next after his decease ” By an 
Act obtained soon afterwards, {thirty-ninth of Elizabeth,) the War¬ 
dens of Rochester Bridge tor the time being, we^p made a body 
corjwate, and declared to !,e perpetual Presidents of the New 
College; the government of which was to be wholly vested in 
them, and their successors. The first Presidents under this Act, 
were Sir John Leveson, Knt. and the Kentish Antiquary, William 
Lombard, Esq. who were also two of the executors of Lord Cob- 
bani; and by them, a scries df excellent rules and ordinances were 
drsTWii up for the management of the College, which, w ith little 
alter a lion, has eontinued in force till the present time. Tlie num¬ 
ber of inmates is limited to twenty, but svithont restriction either 
to sex, or state: tliey are to be chosen from Cobhani, and the ad¬ 
jacent Parishes of Siioriie, Cowling, Stroud, Hoo St. Werburgb, 
Cliff, Chalk, Hig^am, St. Marj’s Hoo, Cookstonc, and Hailing- 
The annual revenues of the College amount to about I ilOl. 

Cobham Church is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and' con¬ 
sists of a nave, aisles, and clianci-l, with an embattled tower on 
tlie west. Ill tlie chancel, which is very spacious, and has lancet 
windowS,'ls a series of Brasses in memory pf the Cobhams; some 
of which, for their antiquity, richness, aud high preservation, have 
been'considered as unrivalled. "[Velve of these aie inlaid on grave¬ 
stones, which measure upwards of eight feet long, by three broad, 
and are ranged iu tw'o rows in tlie pavement before the alfar: the 
thirteenth, and last, which is the grave-stone of Ralph de Cobham, 
has been rpamved from its [ikice, to make room for a more recent 
Jnettmrlal for the late Earl of Darnley. The larger slabs, beginning 
waii^tliat' at the south-east coraer, contain representations of the 
"Ibito^mig personages. 
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Sxa John deCobh am, the first Knight Banneret,and Constahk* 
of Boclic&ier: lepre^nited .slandiug on a Uoo, beneath a canopy, 
oniauicnTed with fiuiais anti pinnacles. He u dressed in a shirt of 
mail, over which is a suit of face armour, of a very curious and 
antique fashion; witli ^rs and gauntlets. Round his waist is a 
rich girdle, sustuiiiiug a long sword: the verge of t|ie slab is thus 
iiiacribod: 

4- atoue ge paem ice ettmt 

Ij^uei purlLatme le enttace Otianbour. 

3!aban be Cehfiani aooit anoun 
£>ieur !uE face beitae patbsun 

tt p’ 0 inilenben.aen be ethtt Sl^athi 
He put. saunt atiie abetnotet eue 
Hoe en Ian be fttace ^il etc H quatte, 
etiemtb maneu fi.< t ahstte. 

Maude DE Cobham, wife to 'Rtynold, Baron Cobhanij Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, and Knight of the Garter, in the 
time of Edward the Tiiird. She is standing on a dog, collared 
and belled, arrayed in a cloak or mantle, fastened by broaches 
across her neck, with a close diess beneatii, buttoned from the 
waist upwards, and down the arms: her hair closely trl/zed, and 
hanging iu frizzes over her shoulders: the inscription is impeilect. 

On the third slab is a female in a dress somewhat similar to the 
preceding, but without a mantle; her hair is disposed round her face 
in tliree ranges of curls; and at her feet is a dog, as before: the 
upper part of the canopy is gone, as well as the inscription. This 
seems to be the figuie of MaUSB DE Cobh am, wife of Thotms 
de Cobham, who died in the feigpu of Rkbard the Second. 

Margaeex ob CefBHAM, daughter to tl]tt£arlof Devonshire, 
and wife to John, Lord Cobham, the founder of the College, re* 
presented stand.ng csdiopy, upon the central pinnacle 

of which, is the Vie|K|^ Chfid, and on each side, two escut¬ 
cheons; oiiecontaiuS^^Cobliam arms, viz. on a chevron three 
lions rampant; aiid f^other, the Cobham anus, impaling Cour¬ 
tenay, * klii IS >0 b mande, wifib her 

hair disiiuocd in thiee rows of close cuils, and banging ill tmtlb below 

her 
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lier shoulders: her head rests on an embroidered pillow. Round 
the verge of the dab is this inscription: 

+ ibi ciet tiamf SIdaxcatete Tie Cobefam iatira Site a noble a'le 

CouBteBeDetieinethir’i feme le®irc HeCobebam fountio- 

--tnose Daguat Ian be ota.e ?0’.tcc.lm;;b, 

laltnebeg?., Deur egt mettij. atnen, 

•John oe^obham, the founder of the College, standing on a 
lion, under canopy; on the central pinnacle of which, has also 
been a Viigin and Child. He is clotlicd in plate armour, and a 
shirt of mail, with spurs and gaiwtlets; the latter jointed for the 
fingers. Round his waist is an omanicntcd belt, composed of 
quatrefoil compartments; to which are appendant a sword and 
dagger. In his hands he sustains a Church, which is described as 
being in tlic form of a cross, with a sjnre rising from tlic intersec¬ 
tion of the aisles. He wears a close scuUcip, aud long whiskers. 
Tiie inscription is as follows: 

+ sDc ttrte fup fait tt fourme* 

<Bt en Sent rt a tent aug retourneC' 

3[ehan be eCohham fbunbeui be teetc Piste qui M notnee. 

JPettj be tnsftne tit la ®einte «l«nite-ttt-. 

Thomas de Cobham, in armour similar to the last, and a 
lion also Ircucath his feet: the inscription is imperfect. 

Joan be Cobham, probably the daughter of John, Lord 
Beauchamp, and mother of Lonl Cobham, the founder. She is 
represented under a trefoil-headed cauops, with finials and pinnar 
cles; dressed in a flowing robe, with a «iniple; round her fore¬ 
head a string of jewels, aud over all, a large handkerchief. The 
serge of the slab has this insciiption, in Saxon capitals: 

£>amr: ^one: bt: iSgbtiiain! aibt: tbii 
Deu 0 ; be: 08 : aUne; tit; mere:; 

Kite: put: It: atme; prieta; 
flQuaratonte; iobra: be; parbobn; abeta. 

Sir John Brore, Baron of Cobham, and the Laby Mar- 
GAV.ETf bis wife, under a very rich canopy, with pendants, .and 
oUw oniamfeats: over the archet arc pinnacles, with triangular 

compartments, 
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cQii]{>artments, containing chcles with shklds, one of which heart 
the cross, and crown of thorns, and the other the five wounds; he* 
tween the pinnacles, in the centre, is a curious representation of 
the Trinitj, in which the Deity is delineated with a triple crown, 
and the Holy Spirit has a human face. The figure of the Kuight 
is gone, but that of his Lady remains; and beneath, are gioups of 
eight sons and ten daughters. Round the verge vas this inscrip* 
tion, the words in italics, are supplied fiom Weevc#?, and Thorpe. 

e jatent fohanee IStaSc ^tlee 9c haro batonir he Nothin 
tt homma SPatsateta uroc aua quonham filta nobitia but 

toartu A'«b'/ nitper Domm de Su'';aterr^, qui quidcm J /■unCB obljt — 

——hiemene’ 9° Snl??&“.2S‘.t7«;ja_aiero‘twA/a>4tf;c'« 
eiijt ultimo dir am’ Septtm. d*i M”, I'" quotu Ate. 

e 

Sir Reginald Braybroke, second husband to Joan, Lady 
Cobham, in plate armour, \sith scull-cap, wbisktr«, jointed gauut- 
kts, and spurs; standing on a lion under a canopy, as before. 
From the centre of the canopy rises an elegant Gothic tower, con¬ 
taining, in the upper compartment, a representation ot llielimitj, 
somewhat difterent from the former one, the Holy Spirit being 
here depicted as a dove, nestling in the breast of the Father, whose 
head is surrounded by the nimbus. The inscrijrtiou round the serge 
has the words, ‘ Ernensltiue !!hiaEbc. b mil* e films (SrraitiiBi8c> 
hteb tttibtiBacmstitua hiic 3!o|)8ntie h>7tif €ob{)am bfetihia hni 2oban> 
niaSe Cobkm/aiKiiionj ienuaCtll cij, ’ Sir Reginald died at 
Mkidlcbutgh, in Flanders, the 20th of September, 140.5. On 
small pedestals, standing withm the pillars of the canopy, at his 
feet, were two youtbf, jHirt of one of which only remains; on the 
pedestal are these words. Bfflinal h’ffli’tor’* The other, 

as af^ars from Weever, wl^l^ribed, Iltc iacet Jioburtus Jilius 
lorum. 

Sir Nicholas HAWB8i||^ third husband of Joan, Lady Cob* 
ham: his grave-stone is moM*elegantly inlaid than any of the 
others. He also is represeoM^under a canopy, in plate armour, 
standing on a lion, with a Afd and dagger dependant from a 
rieh girdle, and has on a simli-cap, with a hauberk of mail- 

The 
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The summit of the canopy is divided into three sompactments, 
highly enriched with finials and pinnacles, and exhibiting the Tri> 
nity in the centre, and the Virgin and Child, and St. George kill¬ 
ing the dragon, at the sides: at the basis of the pillars which ap¬ 
pear to supirort the central division, are ornaments of lions’ heads. 
At tlie side of. the,Knight was a youth standing on a pedestal in¬ 
scribed thus; jfic ja«t 3 Iohne 0 fiU’ for’; and round the verge of the 
slab is this ii^ription : 

-h l^U iaect Ji9ic!»afaua |&atoli:ra milca (utonUam matlcus 
Bne ^fobneOne hr Cobttm tmi lloliia Bt n fuirti3< 

totin ienu 0 (Sallrgij qui quitnit M choiaue ohijt apiiB CaetnT 
be Coatlsne iiSono Bir 2D;to6n0 S-ino Bam ni tpiltmo. ilus> 
Btingcnte 0 imo. firptimo. CUjuB &c. 

Joan DE Cobham, wife to Sir Reginald Brm/hrook, SirNi- 
fhoias Hawberk, &c. She died on the day of St. Hilary the 
Bishop, 1133, as appears from the inscription: at her feet are six 
sons, and four daughters; and surrounding her are six escutcheons 
of the Cobham arms and alliances. 

Tlie last of the larger slabs contains the figures of Sib Thomas 
Bbooke, Lortl Cobham, and one of his thiee wives. Tiie for¬ 
mer is hi plate armour, much ornamented, with large roundels at 
the elbows and knees: he wears ^urs, with a sword and dagger, 
but lias neither gauntlets, cap, nor helmet. Over Iris shoulders is 
a chain, to which is appendant a small cross. His Lady is iii a 
square head-dress, with a long cloak, folded across her feet, and 
fastened over her breast by a cord, vvhidi hangs down in tassels. 
Below them are seven sons, and five daughters; and at the cor¬ 
ners of the slab are four escutcheons of arms, displaying, quarter¬ 
ly, first, on a chevron, a Uon*rampant; second, on a chevron, 
three lions rampant; third, seven mascles, lliice, three, and one; 
and last, on a fess between lliree leopards’ heads, iangued, an 
annulet. This Nobleman, as apjiears from the inscription, which 
is partly gone, was kinsman and heir to Sir Richard Beauchamp: 
he died in 132S. 
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Raeph, or Rax r, he Cobham is represented by a bust, in 
a SGUIi-cap, and shirt of mail, with face armour: he died, as ap 
j»ears from the inscription, the twentielli of January, 1402 • bt*- 
ncath is a shield of arms, displaying, on a chevron, three rioss 
crossicts, bottoms; in the dexter point, in chief, a star* 

There is vet one monument of this family to be ^eseribed, which 
b that of George, Lord Cobham, the Lord Dt'mty of Calais, 
and Anne, his Lady, sister and c<f-heiress of JohA l.ord Bray; 
both of whom arc represented by recumbent figurA, on a stately 
tomb of white marble, which seems to have once been surmounted 
ty a canopy, but was greatly damaged by the falling of a beam 
many years ago: round it are the portraitures of their children, 
ten sons, and four daughters, kneeling. This Nobleman died on 
the third of the kalends of October, 1558, and hb Lady in the 
November following, of sheer grief. 

The Wooden Siat% for the choir attached to the foundation of John, 
Lord Cobham, are stilt remaining, round tlic west end of the chan¬ 
cel ; and on slabs in the pavement, are BrasKs of ‘ Sfflilliam ^annne 
who died ‘ first Master of the College,’ in June, 1118; and * johea 
®piotte,’ another Master, who died in February, 14/8: the foi- 
mer b represented by a bust; the latter by a small whole-length, 
m a curious collared cloak, with large sleeves. 

STROUD may be considered as a suburb of Rochester, the 
greater putt being included within the juiisdietion of the Coipoia- 
tbn of that city, under the name of SttouJ Infra, It chiefly con 
sists of one narrow street, extending along the sides of the high 
road, and connecting wit^ the west cud of Rochester Bridge. Its 
inhabitants are mostly supported by maritime occupations, and by 
the fisheries on the river Medway, of which that of oysters is the 
principal. Tlie Church b dedicated to St. Nicholas, and measures 
100 feet in length, an41-ffi% in breadth: it consbts of a nave, 
cbauccl, aisles, and south ^apcl, with a tower, surmounted by a 

low 

l^pi^escription cKie Cobham Tlrasres has been partly drawn tip 
from a* curious set of dm|»ing8 made by Mr. T. Fisher, when the mo¬ 
numents were in better preservation than at present} the mutilated va~ 
sctipiions hare mostly been supplied from the same authorities. 
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low Splrp, at the west end. In tlic soutli wall ol till she coin 
graduated Stone Scat, of three compartnieuts. was^tourh 

nave, arc small whole-length Bi assi-,; of a man bti^ntence of Deati 
males, in memory of Thomas Glovir, and his wives.®''°' 
and Joanf: he died in 1444'. Many other niouununf®*"™ 

Church; anil Jlic tombs in the (’hurch-vard are also of Ilitchin 
I)f. John H^s, F.R.S. Prebendary of Rochester, and a 
a History (Kent, of wliich only the first volume HasVccount of the 

lished, was Curate of this Parish.* » in Hertford 

. . . „ , , Thom and 

btroud was originally a chai>elry to Frindsbury; tl. M.ihey still re- 

giveii, by Henry the Second, ti, ttie Knights Templars 

solution of that Order, it was granted, with most of the.; procedure 

jiosscssions, to the Knighls Hospitallers of St. John of Jeiu'^®”'**^">j “ 

It was afterwards conveyed to Edward the Second, whose 

sor exehaiigod it for other lands, with Mary de St. Paul, Coh’d 

of I’enibroki*; hy whom it was given to the Abhey siie had 

recently founded at Denny, ill Cambridgesliire. Aftii ‘Ik Di''' 

lulion, ilie !Hanor of Stroud came into the possession ot the 

* . .... '*'1 
Cohhain, and has since passed thronuli a variety of families. \ 

Hosi'ITAI, iras founded in Stmud, n.ar the Cliiircli, in the. reign 
of Richard the First, by (Jilbert de (llaiiville, Bi-hop of Roehes- 
ter, lor a Master, or Warden, and seiei tl Prie.sts, who were to 
" relieve and < heiisli therein, the poor, weak, infirm, iiiid impo¬ 
tent: as well neiglihouring iniiahitaiits, as tnive'icis t'rom distant 
jilaees.” This Hospital was atlerwards called the Neiouih, pio- 
bal.'ly from baling been rebuilt; tliongli B'.sh.opTarmer suppose; it 
to have been .so ealled to distinguish illj onitlie House ol'iiic tuiigiiis 
Templars;! hs revenues, at the Dissoliilinn, ainoiuiled, :u,cord- 
ing to Speed and Diigdale, to 52l. .Os. lO.ld. aimualJy; and were 
granted to the Dean and Chapter*of Rorliester. It was dedioated 
to the ‘ Blessed Virgin Mary,’ as appe>‘is from the charters siren 
in Dugdale. Lelaiul and Sjieed liavc ealied it the Ho.spital oi .St, 
Andrew. The 




tis, 


* Dr. Harris lell into ditlieuhle.s in the hnicr pa.’t oi his hi-, ;>nd 
died insolvent, which oceasioiRil Ins remaining ‘'olirctions t bc iccrttcd. 

f 'Vide Noiitia, under Strode, (Stroud,) Nf;te. 
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***': Farm, iu Stroud Parish, about half a mile froiu 

‘ south, was the site of the ancient Manor-House 

jwars ni ^ the (,V//«r with a groined roof, and a 

neatn is a si ' , , „ . , , , 

, , ciared chalk, is still reinamin!; beneath tin- present 

CTOSSlGtS * 

'. licli appears to have been built about the time of James 

is that o'* calMl ‘ tiie 

, . I,».1, vet it docs not appear tliat- the K.iii'rhts ^’emplars IiirI 
and An*. ;/ , , r ■ ' , - 

, - stabhshmeiit here; and the prohabihts i.','’hal it was 

both of V , r 1 i e I ‘ 11 

, , « lore than a "range, ortanii-lmnse: the inumrition waUi. 

tomb of' . . 

- . Jie ancient uiansuui arc ol verv Krt".d thiumi - 

by a c ' 


»£3C==s=- 
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“ A full mi cmpaHial Account the Difcovery of Soecer'/ find 
Witchc'rafl, practiced bif Jane Wenham*^ qfWaikernt, iti Hmf/ordsitire, 
upon thi’ Bodies of Anne Thorne and Anne Street, &c. The Proceed- 
iiii's agaui'it her from her first being apprehended, till she was com¬ 
mitted to Gaol by Sir Henry Chauncy; also hcrTryal at the As¬ 
sizes at Hertford, before Mr. Justice Powell, where she was found 
guilty of Telony and Witchcraft, and received .Sentence of Death 
for the same, March 4, 1711-2.” By T. Bra^. 8vo. 

This was replied to in “ The Case <f the Hertfordshire Witeheraff} 
being ail Esami^tion of a Book, intituled, A full and impartial 
Accouiii.” Ovo. Jctn which Mr. Braggc, who was Vicar of Ilitchio, 
pubftshed a sca^d Tract, with «he litlq of, 

“ Witrhcritft^^rlher displayed; containing, 1. an Account of the 
Witdiciifi practised by Jane Wenham, ot Walkerne, in Hertford¬ 
shire, sii'te her t'.ondcuination, upon the Bodies of Anne Thorn and 
Aiiiic Stiect, and the deplotahie Condition in which tliey still re- 
ni.aiii. 2. An Answer to the most general Object.'-,is against the 
Being and Power of Wicches: 'rh some Remarks on the Case of 
Jane Weiihani in particular, and on Mr. Justice Powell’.s Procedure 
tlicreiii. To winch are added, the Trj’als of Florence Newton, a 
tamous frish Witch, at the Assues held at Cork, Anno 1601; as also 
of two Witches at the Assizes held at Bury St. Edmunds, in S u^ ik, 
Anno 100 r, before Lord Chief Baron Hale, who were found ppty, 
and executed.” Loud. 1712. 8vo. , 

This was replied to in an octavo Pamphlet, ascribed to Mr. iwtis, 
formerly Fellow of New College, Oxford, iiii Ruled, 

“ The Imposstbilih/ff Wifchcraft; plainly proving, from Scripture 
and Reason, that tliefe never was a Witch; and that it is both Ir¬ 
rational and Impious to believe there ei'er was. In whfch the De¬ 
positions against Jane Wenham, lately tried and condemned for a 
Witch, at Hertford,' arc confuted and exposed.” 1712. 

About tlie same time was also published, in Svo. ^ A full Confata- 
tion (fWitcheraf! ; more particularly ot the Depositions against Jane 
Wcnliam, lately condemned for a Witch, at Hertford; in which the 
modern Notions of Witches arc overthrown, mid the ill Conse¬ 
quences of such Doctrines are exposed, by Arguments proving that 
IVitrhcraft is Pricslnaft. In a Letter from a Physician m Hertford¬ 
shire to his Friend in London. 1712.” Svo. 

Th<! 


V This jTOor Woman, against tlie opiMon Of Judge Powell, who twed 
her, was found guilty by the .lory: she, however, received a pardon from 
the Queen; and a gentleman in the conoty provided her an apartment ov«’ 
his stables, sent her vktnals from bis table, and niSered her to attend im 
bis chiidi'cn. She was ever aBcr lotAo^ Upon, by the finnily, as an b0ne„t, 
good-natured woman. See Bint’s Letters from the North of Sootkwd, 
V<ri. 1. p. 280 . Mr. Bragge, in bis evidence on her Trial, dedared, on 
‘ tbefiutb ofa Clergyman,’ tint ‘he befievedbertolieaWitcfe';* sWienmpon 
the Jndge told him, that, ‘ therefbre, o» the Tratta of a Judge,, ha took bin ‘ 
to be DO Conjuror.’” Gongh’a Brit, Top. Vol. I. p. 434. 
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Tlie two last Pamphlets were answered by a “ Defente of the Pro- 
eei'dinfis uguhiU June Wniltam, wherein llic IVjssihility and Iteality of 
WitclicratV are demonstrated from SeripUire, and tl»e coneurrinj! 
TestitiK'ities of all Ages,” &c. By Fratteis Bragge, A. B, laic ot 
Peter House, Cambridge. Lend. 1713. 

Atioiit the same Time was pnblisiiied, “ The Belief ef Wilchrrnfl 
vindkated; proving, from Scripture, that there have been Witches; 
and, from Ileason, that there may be such still. In answer to a late 
I’lmiphlet, intituled. The Impossibility of Witchcraft; plainly prov¬ 
ing, from Str'ptuie atid Kcaswi, that there never ttas a Witch,” Ike. 
By G. Ji. A. M. 

This was answered by “ The Tmpotdhility of Wilrh^ft /iirthrr dc- 
ruled, both from beripture and HeaMii, <i’l)crtii^ev«Tal Texts 
of Scripture, relatin" to Witches, are proved to be falsely translated; 
sviti) ciiTbory Remarks on two trifling Painphlcts in Deteiice of the 
Existence of Witches.” 

Six years afterwards, anno 1716, tlic affitir of Jane Wenman was 
again discussed by Dr. Hutchinson^ in bis llkloricul £$say eoncermnp; 
Witchcrajl, Chapter X. page 1-20. 

Another reptited Witch, named Ruth Qsbom, was sacrificed by a 
frantic Mob, at Tring, in this County, in the year 1731. The most 
active of the Persons concerned was afterwards tried and c-xecuted; 
on xvhich ocLasion was printed, in 4to. 

■ “ The Tryal of Thonm CoHey, before Sir William Lee, at Hertford, 
3731, for the Murder of Ruth Osborn, under supposition <ff her 
lining a Witch.” 

“ Survey ofAipendon Church,” xvith four Plates; one of which repre¬ 
sents the Head of Sir Ralph Jocelyn, some time Lord Mayor of London, 
copied from the stained Glass forming one of the Windows here; 
but now in the Possession of S. E. Brjdges, Estj. Denton Couit, 
Kent. 4to. Lond. Cbauncy has omitted this Cluirch. 

Some Account of Hexton may be found in Hearne’s ' Rolicrt uf 
Glocester.’ 

Us 

In the Piiii.osoptiicAt. Traksaciioks, No. S33, p. 436, is an Ac¬ 
count, by the celebrated Chcsclden, of some very large llunian 
Bones, supposed to have been those of a Man F.^lit I'Vct high, 
found near an Urn, inscribed Au/onintiiy within the walls of ancient 
Veruiara. Jn No. 229, p. 357, are Particulars of a Hail-Storm at 
Hitchin, by Mr. Tailor. • Jn No. 4.59, p, 1J9, are Olisprpaiions, by 
Mr. Cope, on an ancient DaU over a Doo|vway ^t Vlfidg^U Hall, 
pulled down in 1734, and given to the Roy'al Society, In the next Page 
.are Mr. Ward's Remarks up6n it. It| No, 47<^ is an Aecoont. aiid 
Print, of some Antiquities found in u Chalk 1% near Rooky Wood, 
in Barkway Parish, in 1743. In Vol, XLIX. A«, 3P, are Dr. Pai- 
sons's Remarks on a singular petrified fichinus, fptind at Boritiedon; 
and in p. 084, am Particulars of a rcftlarkahie Agitation of Waters 
kt several Places in 'this’County, on Novcmlufr 1, 1755, In Vol. 






